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By oF Van ﬁam

waople, tmﬂ tirme of the year can be a most | into this mindset with a veng
( ﬁﬁfunﬁ one. The ever shorter days and the coming | the ,for!d and the lust of the

d 6f yet another calendar year seem to accentuate Father is not there! :
*b@%a%l*mmmgs and the gloom of life on earth. There are | The same can be said of the lust of the eyes, that is'th
nota few who seektodrown their melancholy in parties and | desire to get whatever we see and like. It is-materialism, th
“drink. Even the unbeliever kniows that there is nothing last- covetous urge to buy whatever we want. Such an attitude

eance. But, we are notio love
ﬁe h. If we do, the love of the

o

0

irg here in this\ world, The years come and go and so do [ toois almost all-pervasive in our western culture; but it is not
the generations of human bemgs who inhabit this world. ' godly. It leaves no room for the love of God .m His priori-
o Yet this'is precisely a time of the year when Christians | ties for our earthly g@odcf
can rejoice in the Cospel and get are- . — The apostle also mentions “the
- newed sense of privilege and purpose. ; pride of life” (1 john 2:16), By this'he
For indeed, it is true, as the apostle john | “In a very recit means the empty boasting of man and
wrote in 1 | ohn 2:17, thisworldand its what he has andcan all do, This is ego-
lusts isin {hﬁe very process of pass"ng wWway ﬁl@ neTw T ism and the inflating of ourown im-
away, but the one who does the will of | . ; portance. This danger too is very much
God lives forever! Credation nas with us today-and it'too s a manifesta-

Why does the apostle stress these 7 f ' tion of the world of sin and corruption.
¥ _ A corr
things? john is in the process of warn- e ?’"@ﬁd’\y come, jor All thes; hings we are notto love.
*h o T Y ¥ 5 .
ing his readers that they are not ;.o;mc @;’ZQ L”}'Fﬁy }i@a it They are of the wor d that passes away,
the world or anvythingin'the world. He ) . &) vyes that is in the process of going now
makes clear what he means by “world” g‘@gggd up [{gg already. The tense ased in t%}?,o,rigirﬁzai
when he writes of “the lust of the flesh, y o . language stresses that, as did also the -
the lust of his eyes and the pride of peopie as 4 new apostle Paul when he wrote.that “the
life.” These things we are not to love (1 . 33 wcrk; in its present ;orm is paqsmv
“lohn 2:16). The reason.we are not io Creation. away” (1 Corinthians 7:31); What does
lovethem iz compelling. These things that mean? it xﬁgnmes zhca*z the darkness
. S - i ] o
gre not from the Father but from the | of this p:uent age isont
t

wor;d (1 John 2:16). The point is that and the true li ’rrf is already shining (1
~one cannot have ithoth ways; namely, | John 2:8). Now is the last hour (¥ fohn.
tolove the world a u /o love the Father. 2:18). We tive in thelastday, the final

f%crrgjfx_ure is clear: “if anyone loves the world, love forthe Fa- | period of time in the h:stmy of redemption beforethe return’
theris not in him”( jmri :15). | of our victorious Lord! He is en route. He is coming. At his
Howdo we s‘mw he love for the Father? By doing His & return, the passing of the old creation will be ‘;(}Vnpiete, and
_will. By doing what He desires of us. &% the Lord Jesus said, | the new creation will come in full perfection!
“If you love me, keep my commandments” (John 14:15). | In avery realv way the new creation has already come, ?er

Such a person does not pass away “The world and its desires '~ the Lord has raised up His pe@g}%e 25 a new creation {2
{pass away, but he one who does the will of God lives for- | Corinthians 5:17)! The victory has been won over the evil
aver!” (T ohn 2:17) i ofthis world it,\ﬂosc}sanc 2530 By His spirit He mm%;es mc
!
}

gl ﬁssh one year and enter a new ﬂnép weda well own t:» fﬁa His will. While megae w’m embracw W
‘,% wnew ouf f;@z‘n wnitmenttolive ace 1 if
eral points. |
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mem
our LGRD
must identify wit ms;ar; ant i re

from the WG*M'G: sina }'i ﬁith Inanu r&he by w«:md we are | our ?am;%;eg t{; love the Lord and do His will May it nﬁwm'

to be holy to God and do His willl That must be at the basis |  be said that our faith is only some theological truths and not
of evm\f’f‘wm g we do in 1996, As ayear ends and by God's i “flesh and blood.” Rather may the truth we love and con- -
“grace a new on starts, let us, young and old, remgmze the | fess R%‘Ow wﬂ?z in & wa x i}f ?e ﬁ“&t is Cf*"SH trj Ehe Lord.
very real danger and threat from secularization and worldli- i
b

&

:the,
ness. All this does not bypass us! But, we are not those who
have no hope or o defence! We have a living Saviour who

NﬁhBETAmE(EN | By G. Ph. @0&;? Popta

T

Read Acts 19:1-10

“. .. dall the residents of Asia heard the word of the Lord.

PAULS WORK IN EPHESUS

§.L

elf in the early hours before the heat of he day and
K
ailable

.
3
U‘)

arrived in Epnﬂsm There he met some twelve be- |
s who bau very limited knowledge of the Lord Jesus | “gam in the evening. He made it ava
rist &t the Gsspea They had not heard of the Holy Spir- | 11 and 4.
. They had only been baptized into the baptism of john the | For two years Paul taught daily in this building. The
Baptist. Paul instructed them further and baptized them into | Lord used Paul mightily. All the residents of Asia (i.e., mod-
the Namxﬁ of the Lord Jesus. When he laid his hands upon | ern day Turkey), both Jews and Greeks, heard the wofd of
them the Holy Spirit filled them. These twelve believers | the Lord. Men were taught and trained there. From Ephesus -

Frrraoi 1 |

;ogmiﬁ the,core Gfthe. «,;Urc in Ephesus. | they went thr -oughout the province ‘of Asia sprea dmﬁi%e
There wasa Jewisn synmagogue in Ephesus: For three Gospel and estamishmg churches.

months Paul attended it and spoke with the Jews about the

kined £ God. Howe bl 4 " ; There was much resistance to the Gospel in Epnesub Evil
. Howe any of the Jews began to spea f A

L?Ege?gze@%’“«j riowever, many ol the jews.begar 10 speak spirits were rampant (vv. 11-16). There were many who prac-
avn orth a2

a0 " e " tised magic {vv. 18-20). The temple of Artemis was in Eph-

The early Christians called the Christian faith “the Way.” NG a R ?Q p
s : esus. The United B;o*«fhemecﬁ of Silversmiths whaose main
What a fitting name. Jesus Christ is the only Way to the Fa- . o s Tl
4 o source of income came from making silver shrines of Artemis
ther. Through faith in Him the way is Qgeﬁed Atfirst Paul |~ <6 U against the Wav-when thev saw their liveliheatlin
persecuted those who belonged to the Way (Acts 9:2). Now ;&3 up ﬁi“‘s"g : f\!ﬁ whel Q‘.‘?‘ idw ot ;e;hciv g
anger. Not only did the Jews of Ephesus oppose the ‘.
he spoke boldly and urged people to accept the Way. Tii?fea*hilz’? d‘ja:;‘ s Jews Ot Ephesus. of QU% £:VAY

Since some in the synagogue began to malign publicly ' R IT A M
the Way, Paul withdrew from the Jewish cmmegamn He But the Word of the Lord could not be st pwi The.
o8 I ; e Tha \M el AR

took those who believed with him and began fo teach daily ospel confronted ever,f one. The Word of t el Lord prevailed
e i o . : .
in the hall of Tyrannus. We do not know anything about 1;7?} tily (v. 20). People turned away from magic and idol
Tyrannus except thathe had a lecture hall in Ephesus. Most

D

to Paul between

o)

i

D worship to the true w@wxcfa of the only true God. They be-

i ke / he was a teacher of philosophy who taught in this came | "'3‘(/53‘ e of the Way. e

iea:’tu ie ‘h%t"w 1S means Tvram Th. could have been For decades after Paul laboure
1 We can all think a centre for eva“gfehm‘,

d there, Ephesus rem nained
ivity, The gospel of Jesus (,hrw con-
f vhesus. ~
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at Pwa mus:;

b
19
' %ve used it

‘ih%rs '*0'%& “5”3

574




You are holding in your hands the special Year End issue of Clarion. A lot of work went ints

ly hope you enjoy it.

hope.

Dr. N.H. Gootjes wntes about the

born of the virgin.

QOur year end reviewer s, this year for the ﬂrst time,
Rev. den Hollander and Rev. R. Aasman of Edmonton repo
cent meeting of the Alliance of Reformed Churches.

Prof. J. Geertsema responds to Dr. |. de jong's recent editorial about

tlons

a book study on G.D. Fee's comment ?

Fax: (403) 223 01
E-Mail: 74124.13

Winnipeg, ME Can
Phone (204) 663*90'

Air
Mail
$59.00*
: e $52.00
 Intemational : $84.00
*Including 7% G R104293055
Advertisements: er column inch

Unless a written iption cancellation is
received we assume you wish to continue to
subscribe. You will be invoiced prior to the sub-
scription renewval

Publications Mfai'l

, tion No. 1025
SSN0383-0438 o

'Year Eﬁd‘ Resview 1995
—W den Hollander

' 'me the Pubhsher The

Confession of our Hope

- W Gor?temaker,‘......,..,..,;...,."y..y. 500

B A Few Addmonal Remarks

‘on the NIV
- J. Geertsema

Fee on Corinthians
- J. Boersma

- ,-—Mrs. E Mu!der, Mrs J. Van Dam,
' Mrs. C Zletsma ................... e 614




to getinto the “Christmas
ch astatement usually means
ime for all people, regardiess

ackground, religion, political affili-
ation, or whatever, to be nice to every-
one else and toshow this by giving
presents, hosting parties, etc. For mem-
bers of Christ, however, the “Christmas
spirit” should not be so superficial -
something that fades away come box-
ing day or come jJanuary. Rather, the
true Christmas spiritis a spirit of humble
adoration, appreciation, and accep-

tance of the ways of the LORD — ways | t

that are higher than man’s ways — ways
that are higher than the highest heavens
and deeper than the deepest seas.
To see this, let us turn to one of the
 most famous Christmas texts, “Behold,
a'virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and His name shall be called “Em-
‘manuel” {which means, God with us).”
Let us look at this text especially in its
original context of lsaiah 7.
The “Immanel prophecy” came in
atime.of bitter crisis, turmoil, and con-

flict for Judah. The very survival of the
nation of Judah appeared to be atrisk. 2
Chron. 28 recounts what happened
during this time: because of the evil
deeds of king Ahaz, God first sent Rezin
the king of Syria, and then Pekah the
~ king of Israel (both nations to the north

~of Judah) against Ahaz. Both campaigns
- had devastating results for judah:
Pekah’s army 20,000 men of val-
our in one day,
son, the comn

: f the palace and

ng even Ahaz’ own"

peare | tetbe severely reatened s Will
God’s promise to David in 2 Sam. 7:16
hold? = the promise which said, “And
yourhouse and your kingdom shaII be

“made sure forever before me; your

throne shall be established for ever.”
Will the son of Tabeal indeed replace

~ | the son of David?
: Precisely at this time, while Ahaz is
‘_-pondering what to do,” God commands |
"1 Isaiah to bring a message to Ahaz for s sup|
m- - the house of David.

| ‘quiet, do not fear, and do not let you
~heart be faint because of these two

smouldering stumps of firebrands, at the
fierce anger of Rezin and Syria and the
son of Remaliah.” Isaiah ends this mes-
sage with a word of warning in verse 9,
“If you will not believe, surely you shall
not be established.” After these words;
there follows an ominous silence. It
appears that Ahaz just listened, but
said nothing: we don’t read of any re-
sponse of joy to these good tidings.

God then speaks again and pleads
with Ahaz in verse 10, “Ask a sign of the
Lorp your God .. .” - the faithful God
of the covenant who “upholds His
promlses' Do you have trouble believ-
ing this incredible message of deliver-
ance, Ahaz? Well then; ask for a sign -
for any sign: “let it be deep as Sheol or
high as heaven.” | will perform it so that -
you can see that what | say is true.”®

Finally Ahaz speaks, “I will not ask,
and | will not put the LORD to the test.”
This pious sounding response does not
impress the LORD at all, for it amounts to
nothing more than an lnsult *Ahaz does

not want a sign: he has already made

“Take heed, be :

up his mind what he will do - and any
sign could only discredit his decision. .
Ahaz would rather follow his own prac-
tical reason than walk in dependence :
upon God. Ahaz will go to Assyna for
help.'°

with this response of Ahaz, we see -

the words of Isaiah 6:9 coming true,

“Hear and hear, but do not understand

| see and see, but do not perceive.” Those

who harden in sin will not believe with-
outseeing ~and even when signs are of-

| fered they refuse to see. The terrible -
| thing is that this is happening in'the
| house of David! The heocratlc kmg
“who is supposed to lead ¢ ~ o
the ways of the LorD, an out 'of whom

had hardened in sm t thep klint




then, C} house o
feryou to weary
sren, aaa wm weary my Grod @EQ\O‘
: Czud, as.it were, q?@:ﬂ! wih the
of David! ?\.fcﬁme also hiow previous
{saiah pleaded,
, mur{ZOJ but now asks, “Wwhy do ‘you

weary my God alse?” Because of his |
of the Logp, God's Word now j
eg Ahaz "iwray from the Gospel: God |

fe;@ ction
the God of Ahazl Ahazis
he same mc*tio L3g ‘Zaui after
cted the wordof Saruel: God
teat ihe f(mgvm away frorm him
i house.
nasty will come 1o an enn% {see also be-
fow.

Ahazwarsts w0 sign- but God gives
hir g sign amyway, asign as deep a
Sheol and -as highas heaven. eaia%ﬁ
continues in wverse 14, “Therefore the

bord Himself will give you a sign. ‘Be-

: 55;1::} %«:m er

hold, a young womanshall conceive
and bear a sory, and shall call his name, |
“Immanuel.l””” With this text we come |

10 one of the most famous Christmas

texts, as quoted in Mt 1:23. But note |
context.

that itis giversas.asign in the
of judgment on the house of David.
This “bmmanuel sign” is an issue of
much dispute among explainers. The
central guestion is this: does this sign
apply onlv to the birth of Chirist? Many
indeed think so. However we should

first. of ail realizethatverse 14 is not |
© the full sign. Isaiah continues in verses | |

15-16, "{lmmanuel] shall eat curds and
“honey when e knows how 'to refuse
the evil and. choose the good. For be-
fore the ihié!ff knows how to refuse the

Pl

house |

“askasign of the LORD |

ne Davidic dy-

~vvuuid be deserted. f’és :
was good news for t?“
food news which
very quickly after is
However, that s .ju
| plete sign. fsaiah continues gpeaf'in
- about immanuel in verse 15, “He sha
13
i

T

B o

7.

eat curds and honey when he knows
how to refuse the evil and choose the
. good.” ‘ﬂ other words, when Immanuel
! matures, he will live in an area devas-
tated by warfare: mzzh will have been
defeated by the king of Assyria.’” Not

only would the s;m signify the destruc-
tion of tsrael and Syria, hut also of judah

I and-the house of David! Because of
Ahaz’s rebellion the sign now comes
with Ge‘u&ammg message — a message

that will just as sun:Ey mma to pass as
the birth of Immanuel, and as the defeat
of Rezin and Peir\am in § words of
verse 17, “The Lorp will bring upon
you and upon your people an ﬁ UBon
your father’s house such days as have
- not come since the day that Ephraim
i departed from judah.” The G’ay that
Ephraim departgd from judah - that

L happened. in the days of Rehoboam. In
that time, the house of David suffered a
severe biow: the son of David could
only rule over two tribes, whereas
David and Solomon ruled over all 12
tribes of Israel. Now, says Isaiah, the
house of David will suffer further dev-

~evit and choose the good- !:ﬁd
.tore whose twwo Kings vou are in dreaa
will bedeserted va‘ah DrU{}h?‘CEL‘"& that
before Immariuel siowsup, the land of
‘Pekah and Rie?m willbe deserted.”
Thus, if this child was not born in the
davs of Ahaz, the firmiﬁ cradibility of
isaiah would be called into question.
The ﬁmanuﬂ nrophecy has o have

can i ‘~§u§feimcm in Ahe days oflsa
ph &Er”{}’y (R 5
The *exi simply apeaks ofa

oman," a gitlo ”ﬁ;\rﬁageau.e age. . a
o 35«5@ W nkeiy aparticularcly vounyg |
wigrnan” close 1o, ge, weith whom |

beery familiar. For

L

: ‘Aﬂdz would &
: fﬁ{u rest, the 1ex doe

“young |

sz;‘ive m(}re |

‘change their mind. God, then

however; f%’ze 3i5ﬂ

_David swomn WKU‘ mfomzses Uﬂ

ﬁ*a«de Jp theirm! }d to

' help. T}Exs are unwilling even w see a

wetl] b@;{} them to
S fuae
the very king m Assyrid o gmwh the
house of David ~ and that w;%‘k H hag-
pen before Immanuel grows up.! '
Thus, 16 the house of Davsﬂ hard-
ened in rebellion, the signof Im manue%
becomes a:sign of éewa;,aatscn As such,
{ immanuet also be-
comes a hard sign for the faithful rem-
nant in Judahl Afterall, this signspelled
the ruin of that royal house that was o
produce the Saviour! Imagine the ques—
tions of the faithful remrant wheén the
throne of David was deserted! How
they must have sung Psalpr 89:78 and
20 (in the words of-our Book of Djzme}
“Thouhast, O LO?F‘, remioved the scep-
tre from His hand, Cast & the'ground
his throne, nim from Thy presence
banned.” “OG Lorp our God;, where is
thy steadfast loveof oid, The oath to
old?”

sign from God that

How was the promised 't edeemer
come now! How was the house of
David to produce a royal son? David.no
longer even had a throne! That's the
devastation that i
pointed tol

wE 347

the child “immanuel




The woman would

anuel” which means,

ould do this even -

Sina ttme W
: appeared to |
~ peared that Judah

hful woman — one
e n ontrast to the faith-
lesshess of the wicked Ahaz and the
hardened house of David.
~ “He shall eatcurds and honey when
he knows how to refuse the evil and
choose the good.” Yes, by the time the
child grows up he will be eating desert
food ~ Judah will be devastated. Yet, in
~ contrast to many, the child Immanuel
- will survive the devastation! God will
~ preserve His faithful remnant and will
still b mm
manuel is not only a sign of devastation,
but also a sign that God’s promises will
come to pass! Assyria (and later Baby-
‘lon) would remove David’s sons from
- the throne, but they would not be able
~ to thwart the royal promises made to
- David: the promised Redeemer from
the house of David would still some-
- how come!
. Tothe falthful in those days who
the overthrow of the throne of
id, this musthave been hard to be-
' How ¢ : g;dgst;gvprl house

rith them — Immanuel! Im-

ulous way. The virgin Mary conceived
and bore a son. No man was involved,
not even the house of David. God pro-
duced the great king who would deliv-

+—erHis people from the greatest-enemy

of all, the devil, — and David could
only adopt Him as His Son via the hum-
ble joseph who himself was not a king.
This king is “Immanuel” — God with us
in the full sense of the Word. With the
birth of Jesus Christ, God Himself came
to dwell among His people. He is the
“Amen” of all the promises of God to
His people (2 Cor. 1:20).

Ahaz refused to ask for a sign, but
God provided a sign anyway — a sign
that is deeper than Sheol and higher

harden in unbelief, Immanuel and the -
virgin birth and indeed Christmas is
only a sure sign of devastatlon

struction. Just as surely as

came; S0 swety%hey-wmabeéestreyed%

Yet, we may mdeed assocnate he

faithful people To us the future of
kingdom and our share in

seem so hopeless, but let

virgin birth! Humanly s

in spite of the

n of the house |

than the highest heaven — the sign of

1 Emmanuel — the sign of the virgin birth.

We usually associate the “Immauel
sign” with the joy of Christmas, but to
the house of David hardened in rebel-

devastation. Such is also the case for the

sign of Immanuel today — the sign ful-k',

us Christ. The true joy «
sign, the true joy of C

was no way for the Savio
David’s kingship h

Aside from that,

man ever. produce ap

- God’s ways, howe er,
lion, the Immanuel sign was a sign-of |
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ditation are:

Calvin, 1. »»Vommefr?d ry on the Book of |
is azm vol. ,?v n’s Cormmen- |

taries, " vol.
Grand Rapids:

Dielitzsch, F. isaéa"z, in“Commentary on
the Old Testament,” vol. 7, traris by 1.
Martin. Grand Rapids: William B. Eerd-
mans Publishing Company, 19
H, E.H
“Baker Book Hous

by W. Pringle. ’
Book House, 1989, |

el

‘

Merri Kingdom of Priests. Grand |

Rapids e, 1987. :
Oswalt, L. The Book of Isatah Chapters
1-39 in “The New international Com-
mentary on the Old Testament,” Gen ed.
R -Harrison, Grand Rapids: Wiltliam B. | ¢
Lmrdmaﬂs Puiblishing House, 1986. ]
rbos, 1. fsaiah, trans, by §. Vriend, in
5 dammq Csmmenter‘y,’ eds. L.D.
d G Terpstra. Grand Rapids:
Pubisshmg House, 1985.

‘y’ounw E. §. The Book of Isaiah, vol. 1
Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans Pub-
lishing Cormypany, 1985.

“When Pekah retured to Samaria with all
the captives of Judah, he cheyed a p:mhei
“of the LORD and let them return to Judah

(2 Chron. 28:8-15). That, however, di¢ i not |

spell iﬁe end. &of fsrael's oppression of ju- |

dah.

*This league

j_mde;

i

nciuded the

most Jikely

i/h ines angl the Edomites as well, for |
dpplsras) vid S iacame C{  ludah

again, we readd in 2Chron: 28:17, “For the
Edumiﬁs had againinvaded and defeated

judah, and carried away captives.” Thenfol-
;0\&'&, verse 18, “And the Philistines had
ids o the dfies inthe Shephelah
and the Negeb of judeh, and had. taken |
thshemesh, Audjalon, Gederoth, Soco with
;J= its v;ﬂ:@g@& and
settled

J!(.?* i

s 74, nﬁénﬁ”‘
D‘[ Rezin and Sy
(who is. Pelda
74 dsalaky ¢

ter, Godog

came

haz evidently

S P
omethin
seige.
*Here we seet or ﬂaiﬁwa“ )
God. Ahaz byt ad been Kin
quite a while: Ena \N!\_kﬂG policies
known. He ambimmiy waiked in the ways of
f1stael. He eveny m

ot
&
WE

nt offering w éhn gods {2 Chron
\nd vet God pleads with this son of
{1 What Qaizmce our God has!

= '?—-
,i}z

is answer, even alludes to Deut.

6:16: there Moses warned Israel in the
desert, “You shall not put the LORD your

God to the fest, as vou tested Him at Mas-

| sah.” At Massah or Meribah Israel murmured

&gamaf t 1e'LORD when there was no water
g, “Is the LORD among us or not?” (Ex.
. Such “putting the LORD to the test”
matter of distrust. Via lsaiah, howev-
iously offers Ahaz a sign to
help him believe: to accept such an offer
would not amount to “testing the LORD,” but
o a humble acceptance of God's aid. Ahaz,
under a t*iﬂak of piety, twists Scripture in
rder to defend his insult against God.
2 Chron. 28:16.
nis, 1:14 Gx d complained, "Your new
moons and you appointed feasts my soul
hates; they have become a burden to me, |
am weary of bearing them.” Now God com-
plains of being weary with the house of
David.
At that time Saul
15:30, “return with ny O
the LORD, your Go d ~ not my God,
y(‘.ﬁ God.
Cne who knows how 1o “refuse the evil
and choose the good” refers to one who has
come to 2‘?‘!” age of moral discernment -
one wi“ﬁ‘ s come to maturity. Compare, for
instance, wi ‘n i)vuu 1:39, where Moses
:;}ram J the “1i i
dren”“who
good-orevil. ...
YSome explainers wgg st that the child
would be a child of Isaiah. However, Isaiah
already-had ws;drerz, and his wife could
not be called a virgin when Isaiah speke
these word@ Others suggest that the woman
is “Abi," the mmnw of Hezeff iah. However,
this solution also has its problems. Accord-
ing tg 2 Chron, 29:1 He (E dah was 25 years

&
=
=

cried iO Sam

e
h

old whern he m&gas‘ *ﬁ reign and Ahaz only

reigned 16 years. Thus by the time of our
zekiah was ireaac'*v horn. Besides
ws‘m'{re never calls Hezekiah “im-

k%ahu

“The wmsmi has “the” voung woman

Ki}"»#‘) 165
: marg
f}a:miﬁcus,‘ m& took it « d!’“»/!é’és’t

i andhe K"E&”' Re

or
re

molen im-
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Pekah within Y
to thirteen years later,
manuel woum r ve con

of Oux irmi Twelve -
hafore the chi H
e m md

pﬂome were ii.akef* mtq é.{)”?”wa!,

"To understand what the phrase, “He shall
eat curds and i*onev when he knows how

g

to refusée the evil and choose the good
means, we have to look ahead to some

verses further on. in verse 17 God tells Ahaz
that He will send the king of Assyria against

Judah. The rest of the chapter, then, speaks
of the horrors of thatday when Assyria
comes against Judah, “in that day the LORD
will whistle forthe fly which is at the sources

of the streams of Egypt, and for the bee
| which is in the land of Assyria” {(v.18). “In
that day the Lord will shave witha razor

which is hired beyond the River — withrthe
king of Assyria - the head and the hairo
the feet, and it will sweep away the bearc
also” {v. 20). Then comes verses 21-22, “in
that day a man will keep alive a young cow
nd two sheep; and because of the abun-
dance m milk which they give, he will eat
¢ r e one that is lef
will eat curds and honey.” “Curds and hon-
ey are the food of desert dwellers — and that
will be the food of immanuel when he grows
up. By the time the child grows up, he will
live in “that day” mentioned in verses 18,
20, 21, and 23 — that is'the day wheﬂ the
king of Assyria will come into the ‘c‘nd
judah.

“isaiah makes this pointvery dramatically in
verse 17, “The LORD will bring upon vou
and upon your people and upon your fa-
ther's house such days as have not come
since the day that Ephraimu
dah — the king of Assyria"— the very king on
whom Ahaz was relying for deliverance
fmm Pekah and Rezin.

’In due time, the devastating message ¢ of
In2 (AFG“
8:20 we read, “So Tilgath-pilneser king of
and afflicted him
m. For Ahaz took

=y

<)

instead of strengthening
from the house of the
nd of the princes, “and gave tribute
tothe king of Assyria; But it did not belp
f?;m ” By the time Immanuel gréw up,

kizh would have replaced his father.
nfz, of f‘czﬁyna
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i i(mabse wweaher we can 5mef
- effesser and grealerin c()ﬂpect fon with
miracles. is the heamg of Malchus' ear
less of a miraclethan the stilling of the
storm? We o not know what powers
would be needed to reattach a severed
ear. Neither do we know how the Lord
Jesus was able to command the wind
and the sea so thatthey were quiet in an
instant. Since we do not know what is

involved in performing miracles, we.

cannot rea;%v compare them io deter-
mine which would be the greatest.
Therefore, we cannot feaJv sav about
the s xrgm birth that it is the greatest
miracle, for how canwe fathom one, let
alone compare several?

© We can say, however, that among
all God's'mrviraclesthe virgin birth is the
greatest miracle as far as importance is
concerned ., The healing of Malchus
ear preverted anugly scar and saved
Malchus from aloss of hearing. The

- ﬁg M P( ;
*é’“i% i %ﬁg i%ﬁg

Luke’s

gospels. T**c{ he deals with |
record of the virgin birth, then with
Matthew’s. When he weaves Mark’s be-
ginning into the life story of Christ he

 seems not to be aware of a serious

omission in this gospel.’

Cur agﬂ has said farewell to this in-
nocence. R. Bultmann quite rudely calls
the vi rgt.; birth a legend which sprang up
in Hellenistic Christianity. This legend
was unknown to Paul. Mark and john
have a different view on the origin of Je
sus than do the other evangelists.? Be-

hind the épproach of Bultmann and oth-

ers is the denial that the New Testament,
as the Word of God, is a unity. They see
it as a collection of books in which dif-
ferent authors present their views con-
cerning Jesus. None of these views have
been revealed; instead, they are all the
result of human conaemp.ador on the
story of Jesus. We have a fundamental
disagreement with this ammach Both
Luke and Matthew present their record

a statement of fact, not as the inter-

r@tamn of Hellenistic Christians.

illing.of the stormsaved disciples from

a siiuation that looked life threatening.
Both miracles show something of the
character. of jesus'saving work. But t’rs;
vi*gin birth ,wrlsthe way in which
our Saviour cameinto this world. Our
salvation is deapmmm on this miracle.
s, the;,ﬂfa csurprising thatthe
story of the virgin b sth is only told in
two qcﬂ;gzess, 4\/8{%}13 woand Luk The

‘ % ‘;} 5:3 Y QQG_
There are
ded by Matthew

combines.

only two'

simply go back'to Caivin and accept
without question the-fact that the virgin
birth is oni\,f reterred to in two of the
four gospels. Once raised, the pvobien*
why this miracle is not mentioned by

‘other authors must be addressed. {t“stur

silence does not imply that they were
iznorant or possibly even rejected this,
then why did they not refex to it

Mark and john

it s not a‘ea? y *prs&!ﬂg fzha Mark

3”\/?*‘:”,3 at all ab{m
EBE” f" tﬂE;BJ i

*c*nz:; n tddeswm
if‘-—* mioment |

it witl not do for us, ,.owewr to

5 ;!)m: i
5

P“{a?!‘ Nei o
o §*nei‘ they ¢

| Mark recorded the apostle Peter’s wit-
ness concerming Jesus Christ.' The vir-
gin birth does not belong to the events
Peter had first hand knowledge of.
For un dersfanamg John's UOSpéi the
purpose as itis described in the end
must be considered: ‘
Now Jesus did many other signs in
the presence of the disciples which
re not written in this book; but -
*hpse are written that you may be-
f iieve that Jesus is the Chnszf the
Son of God, and that believing you

“may have Tife in his nameé (20:30,
31;seealso 21:24, 25).

In accordance with this purpose, jonkﬁ
introduces jesus as the Son of God (11
18} and continues 1o speak aboul the
things he and the ot%ey eye-witnesses
had L‘ea d and seen of Jesus Christ.
Mnreover his gospel gwes the i fmprcsw
sion that John consciously tries to avoid
duphcaifnd w%t has atread\/ been said
in other gospels. Within his own pur-
pose john had no reason o speak of -
_the virgin birth.

Mark andjohn, we sh@gld notover- -

Infact, what mev say is
tent with the virgin birth. Mar
duces jesus as theS@nf - God (

@inaw ﬂ"@&u

’“hs %tem:e ﬁ»ﬁ‘ ?Auﬁ

When consi desx}sﬁ the (wxpe s of

look the fact that they do not contra-
dict'the vsrg,n birth. These gospels de“ :
not speak of a human father of Jesus.”




0 HG‘%’{? Sa*'mﬁ hfwe
found a

CGalo44s
. Whenthe ¢
sent forth Bis Son, bsrﬂ

born under the law.

However, it is difficult fo see how this
~text could be us ed in this discussion.
au does not say more than that Jesus
hristwas borry of awoman. MHedid not
ﬂven tate that the woman was a vir-
~gin. Neither dioes this text give any in-
;. daca jon whether he thought that }mus
'had a human father. His statement nei-
- ther denies nor affirms the virgin Etérth

~ The only thing Paul wanted to stress i
“that Christ, by being born from a

- Wwoman, was born under the law. For |

this reason, jesus could redeem sinners
who are borny under the law.®
The question remains why Paul d
not write about the virgin birth.
general answers have been given. Th
first points 1o the factthat Paul focused
on the saving workof Jesus Christ. In

T

WO
e

connection with Christ's salvation work |
impaor- |

Paul needed to emphasize the i
‘tarrce of Christ’s death and resurrection.
The period of Christ's public ministry is
hardly mentioned, even though it must
have been known to Paul.”

The second answer ¢
< Paul men
only when there isd

specific occasion

w0 s;}eaﬁ of these., The institution of th@ :

Lord’s Supper {1 Cor. 1
- have been-mentioned-

had ot been abused in Corinth. And
had Paul not been forced to mention
L wémesses of Chis E;rre«c‘é:éﬁ 1 (1 Cor,
- 15), would we have concluded that
: Pau; did not know of the resurrection?
Pau& says he rethat facts sum as the

esyrrection belonged to the ”tsrs‘é
tmrab he tatighttc ec wirches,
sham Mlﬂiﬁn, the able defender of the
virgin birth; even turms Paul’s silence to
has aavamme, The
not rention

1)y would nev

fa
g€

th

a:ha:g

ed in. his
wmw rxa;!“

this sacmmm@ :

fact that the virgin |

onofthe virgin birth in |

eminds us that |
tions facts from Christ’s life |

o E"

fao
A

muﬁ {f: the beginnir
His coming into the world
cial in His salvation work, Actu-
Paul does speak on several occa-
ns about His coming into irc wmfd
example, in Rom, 1:3 and G 44
‘{a, not even once does ne mes,hmt

virgin Haﬁh Christ’s birth, surely, de-
served the ai:mmﬁ of the congregations
as much as His death.

s ey

C’
s

The place of the virgin birth
?hfq brings us back to the gospels.
1 we possibly find in the recmiﬁs of
the vxrgf., birth the reason why Paul saw
no reason to mention it? We need an-
other look at the gospel of Luke. The an-
nouncement of the virgin birth begins
with the ange' saying to Mary: “You w"i%
m“)rexw in your womb and bear
son.” Three statements are added, one
of which is that Mary’s Son will be
called the Son of the Maost High.
Mary dms not respond to much of
what the an g I says. Instead, she comes
bac»a to the first words of the angel. She
asks how in h - present situation sh
can conceive a son? The an gel answers
hat no man will be involved. He says
The Holy Spirit will come upon you
and the power of the Most | ,;Oh will
overshadow you; therefore the holy
child to be born will be called the
Son of Geod (Luke 1:35)
Mark the word “therefore.” How can
this child of Mary truly be calied the Son
of God? Because no man was involved
n his conception but God brought Him
'ﬁi‘, 1eh Hi% Hn?

x,a

/Ek

e

no

issue ?mt cm,y the means. it is th ac-
ulous way in which Go qu» it His
Son into this wmrid The virgin bi irth is a

grpai miracle but, like all Cnds mirac ?ss
it does not want to draw attention o it-
self. it is similar to the healing m‘
Malchus’ ear or the stilling o fthe storm..
These evenzf do not.focu s on he heal:

ing or the guieting work K but t on what

U’mm am;eved sy means of his miracu-
lous power. He healed even his enemy
and righted an-injustice. He is able to
mm‘a; ms ;W:‘p 23 rmm g
1 .ih; Vit

fei
the

’\émw WC can LE‘”H;E"R%.”Q
L fw ?’auf to mer

why could he not
ing of

Leon %i{j

i
i

"3é;i:‘t R

reatest | o

; mgiher we 'ms?:vr;" This atdte nent

10 {_ i ri@ or ,c.z\,' (}t % inging
Wi s His @;sgm When | his So : w i% mga'w e
Pai ‘ahev ion to the end of | for the

ce nra a
= bri

r“rx

lenist ‘ :
mfnu} as a fact, but in-its subordinate -
place. Paul’s silence is a reminder for us
not to focus on the virgin Mary but on
the Son of God who, by way of his birth
from the virgin, became our Saviour. -

C%% n's fema;i« when he first m!r(:saurec
Mark’s record may serve as a proof that he
did not see any problem in Marl’s not'having
the hirth story: “Though what we have hither-

o taken out of Matthew and Luke is a part of
the g\}@spe{ yet it is not without reason that
Mark makes the beginning of the Gospel to

é}éa& preaching of John the Baptist” Com-
mentary on Harmony of the Evangelists (repr.

Grand Rapids: Baker, ?984\ vol, 1, Im‘ .
Calvin is not an exception. LA, Beﬁ i, an
important exegete of the k“th Centur,, notes
on Mark 1:1: “The specific goal of this evan-
gelist is, as he himself professes it in the itle
to describe the beginning, history, reasms,
progress and end of the gospel about jesus
Christ the Sorrol Gody” see Gnomuorn INovi Tes-
f'ament_i (8. ed. P Steudel; Stutigariiae:
Steinkopf, 1891) 173
R, Bultmann, mpa;ogv of the New Testa-
ment (New er\ Charles Scribner’s Sons,

1951) vol. 1, 131; the same opinion can be
found in W.G. Kummel, =~ Theology
(Nas s’w'%iu, Abii‘agdﬁi}; 1973}'124 (on Luke
and Matthew); 165 (on Paul)and 271 (Jjohn).

i Their view hac exercized mf%denf"ﬁ in sever-

al directions. it underties L.N.D. Ke'i‘,
planation of this section of the Creed, Eeny
iary Creeds (3. ed.; New York: Long-
?%ﬁ%l 118 “::i the. deﬁmas by H. Berk

‘\'\[”

i.)‘?’a.l
There is no reason 1o
the bmﬂ\ of Acts. T'Mt 5 ‘ths sequel *o the
gospel of Luke {see Acts 1:1) drd it records
iater history. The Gc{asmmi speeches sum-
marized in this book are not inter nded to be
{ O;'}"g.}i?\e
“This-information of Pap:'w has b%w pfv
served by Eusebius in his Ecclesiastical His--
forfes I, XXXIX, 15
& '\ need not deal wu! John.6 4!
sus,the son of joseph, whose f

deal s pecificaliy w

“is not this

did not know
tnesr ::i aemen‘

R‘dambm,
of (, Iszm

2 ;'AG Jf"?b '{,J
rriman;, 1

,Ok 1859 %“v
’"femm*

Machen; 77‘5
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.~ on providence
o two previous article, it wa
‘ 4t the distinction bgéweaﬁ
on and providence is present in
“confessions and is expounded by
\eological studies. After all this, itis a
surprise to see atheologian, J. Stek,
question thee distinction. He knows that
he goes against a long and strong tradi-
tion. He even acknowledges that the
distinction can be found'in iSa’ﬂpim&
He g poi ints to Hebr. 1:2 and 3

It is a fact that this text makes a dis-
tinction between creation and provi-
dence. Speaking about the importance

_of God’s Son, this text says first that He |

is involved in thework of creation (“a

Son ... mrouxh whom also God creat-
ed the world,” v. 2), then, that He is in-

volved in g:}mv;deme (“upholding the

“universe by his word of power,” v. 3).2 |
This is not the only text where the cre- |
ation and providence occur together as |

twao different actions of God. To give
an example fromthe Old Testament, we
may note the prayer of Ezra: “Thou

hast made heaven, the heaven of heav-
ens, with all thecr host, the earth and

When Thou sendest forth Thy spir-
it, they are created; and Thou re-
newest the face of the ground.

We may think, too, of the well-known

| text from Ecclesiastes (12:1):

il
ine

Remember also your Creator in
days of your yumh.
In texts like these the wum: “to create”
cannot mean the creation of Genesis 1.4
What does it mean when the Bible
says that God “creates” something?
The verb is used when God b;mﬂq
about something new. A very clear ex-
ample is found in Is. 48, verse 7:
They are created now, not long ago
before today you have never heard
of them

AT ‘E@N THE

ww’?ﬁ

%@EJ&E%W e Wm‘f

&iﬁ% ;:’;

K

origin. There is hot an additional de-
cree: “Let the created be preserved.” -
In other words, the expression; “let
there be,” must combine Neation and-
providence.?

Think of the first command: “Let
ihere be light,” Gen. 1:3. This decree
originates, preserves and gvvemq gia‘rf
The decree of God is enduring in its
effects. Or think of the word: “Let the
waters under the heavens be gathered
EObx.e.} er snto one pigce and let the dry
land appear,” v. 9. This command is not
limited to the coming into existence. By
this decree the seas are even now kept
in place.” Thus, Stek’s main argument.
is that God’s commandments to the

fest you should say: “Behold, |
them.”s

The characteristic of newness is also ap-
parent in the examples given above. Ps.
104:29 says that the creatures die and re-
turn to dmi when God takes away their
breath. ouch G{)u s Spirit, however,
they are created; the creatures reappear
on earthf When Ecclesiastes speaks
about the “Creator” of men, the writer
means God as the one who makes man.
The word does not speak G‘f the first cre-
ation, but of the makin ng of every indi-

knew

c&@%éé in the beginning prove that cre-

tion is not different from pmv;dem‘e

In answer to this it could be ques-

tioned first of all whether the command:
“Let there be . . .” combines creation
and preservation. The a:hap;es’ gives a
different impression. The fulfilment of
God’s commandment, “Let there be
light” is indicated with the same verb:
“And there was light.” This clearly
refers to creation. The light that was not,
Es now shining." That the light was cre-

ted to stay is obvious, but ;*eeﬁ not %e

Fthatison T the seas and all thatis

in them; aﬁd thou preservest all of |

“them.”? It would seem that the ques-
“tion has he@n decided before we began.
Scripture clearly teaches the distinc-
“tion between creation and providence.
. Why, then, does Dr. Stek question
whether the Bible keeps creation and
- providence z‘:sii:‘é t? He has two rea-
- sons: The firstreason is that the term “to
 create”
‘creation, The :d}, more important
reasonis thes ry of C?‘-MLEQ%;
Lez us huw:: ax < at these two

sen. 1.

is notlimited to the work of

Stel’s

point for Stek’s

\:adum man. Even theri it reférs to some-
thing new that appears on earth.

The extent of the newness of what
God creates depends on the context. In
the context of Gen. 1, which begins
with the earth as being without form
and vgid, the obvious meaning of “to
create” is making sf_)weth;ng absolutely
new. The use of the verb in Gen. 1 sup-
ports the view that there is a distinction
between creation and providence.?
view on Gen. 1
The sef:’ors{i and more important

: guestioning of ahe dis-
tinction between creation and provi-
dence is Gen. 1. He thinks that the

(if%tiﬂﬂt;ﬁﬂ between creation and prov- |

idence is 'mzeﬂm able because of
Gen, 1. i’he ct uwzm rf&psﬁmedlv uses
the e\'pres»mn ‘Let there he

This command ¢ annot be i

o

“and let it separate the water

creation and providence are

mament of the heavens to sej
d 0.5

E‘X’EIQSNEC explicitly.

Creation and j ivmwd&mw m
Gen. 1 ,

More important is thzat crea‘tma is
mentioned separately in this e?‘m;&!er.
Look at the creation of the second day.
First there is the command: “Let there bef”‘
a firmarment in the mindst of the waters, -
(3‘{'?'3&%3:;

Watz:.,, V. / ?hehhwa

Orc ns df?: w fms
tinguished &

plicitly. God fi
mm"nand, x hi

she li

y from t.w me,h'
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7 tion of the third
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W son. Qutof the ¢
is formed — plants.
vield seed; and *Eﬂ“ ;
P wmﬁh is their
‘%f@ra‘é%ﬁg to gt
jen the seeds are sown
he same kind witl grow up.
v witl the earth. bring forth

with m:%pu Lo
. bu thme as well, a
et‘fveeﬂ creation an pmw

i the ¢ Qmﬂmm‘ “

olants. instead, the plants wilkbe self-
propagating.” The “"n tinuation.of the
plants giffers fmm ihe way in.which
they came in‘

The sa

n
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fish, and af Um S o ré 3}2;@35 i
heavens. Here we notice creation ~
God made new kinds of beings. From
then on, however, the processes of
providence will fake overi”And God
biessed them, sayving: “Be fruitfyl and
multinly and fill the waters in the seas,
and let birds multiply on the earth”™ (v,
.Z ). Under God's blessing fish and birds
will multiply ther me’veg
! This is even clearer in the ¢réation o{‘
man, Gen. 2 gives more informatio
about man's creation, God formed man
Cof du st from the ground, and Lsmcz hed
into h 7‘&0‘”‘%55 fhe breath of life. He
also mac de bve from a ribof Adam, Gen.
27,22 . That was the e%*famézr*ary be-
i d. ﬁoﬁ zb@ saﬂ:cat@d

o B
sy
[g¥]

”)Af’?‘l{ in add fm:" A na
itful and mult
yrand subdue it o

God did ﬂ@@CG?ﬁiﬁUQ

aity MC sarne. l?
etween God’s

acnrm nf atzaﬂ an d Cm s action of
! 4 piac:e
accorg ve mechanics that
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that it was follow
“was differentin
therem e, noton 'ysav*z that God's mak-
of His creatures is different from
(}mi s preseryi ﬁgf?‘sm i:‘wz this chapter
alsosays that thefist part of God's work
SWHS zﬂmaned insix davs. This partis
called: “the work which God had done
increation G :

d by a per,@ﬂ wh‘;ch

ing the sho days i different in charaz;ier |

from what. He sill does.
lnthe thivd place; the Scri pi&; es
confirm that God's work of creation is
different from what tollowed. We ¢an
think of several indications:
~ Seripture repeats the teaching that
God ended His ceation work on the
sixth day {Gen. 221} in 'Ex. 20:11 and
31:17.
“ ‘-cm)m re teaches that G
abow work' belongs 1o the beginning of
he world. Ps, 102:25 says: “Of old
Hcm didst fay the foundation 0; the
earth” {see also Mark 10:6; ﬁeb a4,
ML 1948 24:21: 2 Pet. 340
vﬁuipmre emphasizes the extraor-
dinary characte rof the work of are-
ation. Ps. 3 3:65ays:“The heavens were
made by the word of the Lord.” Rom
417 says: ¥ God calls into existenc
the things. that do not exist. Heb. 11 .3
says: “The world was created by the
word of God, sothat what is seen was
made of the things which do not ap-
pﬂa“ ” God created by speaking.

u:em:iusz{}n
tean be readily admitied thar God's

: lmnonmi 10 re
- ation work at the beginning is dif cre i
iding

character. Gen, ?;,

ot bound to what i

God's creative activity dur-

od’s ¢cre- | Ca L : t
! why we can believe in hope against

maintain that Godls ¢

from His every day work of upho!
the created warld. The doctrine of cre-
ation shows us that God not only works
with what is there, but evenm ade w hat
was not there. The ﬁ@ctms of creation
emphasizes that God has done more
than the usual a
evpmenf*e in rhis wor'aﬁ today. Qad 15
5 there. He can
make gnats from the dust of the, earth
{Ex.8:16) and children of Abraham from
stones (Luke 3:8). We should never {imit
God to the possibilities of this world,
Recognition of the distinction between
creation and pmviden'e doubles our
praise for God’s work in the past and
increases our trust in God for today.

It is also the basis of our hope for
the future. God does not just guide the
processes present in the wm&d, in the
@n(é He will make all things new. Thers
will be a new heaven and a new earth
{Rev. 21:1). The God who can create,

can also re-create the world, That is

fmpe {(Rom.4:18), and be assured of

things hoped for, but not seen (Heb.

11 :1}4 Since God is the God of cre-
aisoz our hope for the new creation is

o
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is riot QXCEU\*’V? uspo far

has Jt‘@ﬁ H

i
~Berkouwer, The Brovi-
s has never jed o the

1.2, 565 and G.C
a‘ez we of God, 65, T
conclusion that creation and providence can-
nothe kept apart. The word “to create” is ript
to be confused with the concept of creation,
See |. Stek, “What Says the Seripture?,”
246, e ra
iof Stek, “What Says the Scripture?,” 247,

| "The commandment is expressed a5 a jus-

sive of the verb "to be”: there must be. “And
there was” is the impetfect of the same verb:
Gispen notes that Ged's commwdmwt i
%pcn Gen-
esis (COT; E(a"’!ﬁtf‘ .sk 1Q74; val. 1, 48.

1 Stek, “What Says the ::c;-pu:m{,’ 249:
"" hat the Crea ar's ca'eation decrees had
heen at work for billions of years (as humans
count umes before the physzrsi universehad
atiained the form he perceived and become
the arena of human history as he knew it

! was not known by (or made known to)the
writer of !h*s creation narrative. Norwas that

veit founded. ’ %n
. Stek, "What Savs the Scripture,” 244
zhcse ?heoiog fans seem unaware that
iHe v warp distinction between creation and
pr eser/ai ion, however conceptuaily neat
and theologically useful, might be a distinc-
tion they were sometimes reading back
into the Bible. it can hardly be doubted
that the distinction itself is present in Scrip-
ture (cf. Heb. 1:2-3). . .7

*The difference between creation and prov-
idence is not only expressed in the different
verbs, but also in the different tenses of the
verbs. 'Cr eated’;sx the aorist indicative, in-
li £ an action in the past;
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L hi s concern (or the concern of fhe Snirit fhar
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not in his purview.
B5tak does not make it clear whefhes th

process stili continues, Onéesentence seems
to indicate that it does, when Stek speaks of
“a world that every day; in-all its order, vi-
tu!iu/, and progressive u L”‘f@:dm mcama*es
God’s creation words issued ‘in the begin-

ning’,” “What Says theScr xpturef ” 249,
”;' Stek explains the words “Let the [and pro-

duce vegetation” as foliows: “These forms of
! the creation word fordiving things are rather

a reflex of the commaon observation that
plants and trees spring from the ground and
that since at death a nmd?a and man return

“work of providence did miot begin after
the six davs. God upholds e\/erylhmg
W z‘rmut Him nothingcan exist. “In Him
we Hve and move and have our being”

{Acis 17 :28). .“'*work of =1gh0§d‘mg 1

and goveriing ali things began righ hit af-
YP&Lh thing was created. We ¢an
;Cx?]u"-f?’e that creation cannot be sepa-
ted from pmmem
“We hawvetom
time, mwe\;e. that the work of creation
differs from the wark of g@*f@fr‘menf
Thé&' {:i;k'!i r’i{“ﬁqg;, m“ﬂ%&mu i our Re-
fie ons; is clearly taught in
ukn;“*’mm g he d;srarmmn bcfwem. cre-
amr‘ ,:sna g’:zmvrjenfc . part of our faith
: rriaintained.
émti{;m s not im-
st viewof the
550 vepy rele-
Heversoitis

‘Gi th@ vmr%d itf
*h@ fiv "f-;ihi: be

See the full list

aﬁme with Bveryone who wanisto em-  ture’ 2461 “Ps. 10

tain at the same |

a present participle, r%c‘ﬂ,at ing continuation.
See on this text e. g, Ph. E. Hughes, A Com-
mentary on the Epistie to the Hehrews

| (Grand Rapids: Fe-’dnﬂaps 1977) 39 and 45.

‘Other examples are Ps. 65:5 and 6,.
Ps. 104:5-9 and 10ff; Job 38:4-11 and 121
Acts. 14115 and 161,

in Stek, W

vhat & Says the Serip~
1:30 {God's “creation” of
each new generation of living things),
Ps.102:18 tthe “creation” of each new gen-
aratioh ol wot shper Eocl 121 (God’s
“creation” of each | ngwmvai, ¢t dob 108
12; 1 “'f 3 4 403:15:Ps, 339,13~'}5;Pr€}v.

: i\ tal. 2:10), 1s) 4301 (Codls
“O’%E’{?Of 0 Esraet cfowvy 15, 27571744, ;,21;5
and Is. 54:16 ’Ccds “ereation” of *?m sfth
and the destrayer).”

*Seg e.g, the article on bara' by Th.
Comisky, in R Laird
Wordbook of the Old sﬂgzgmm% (Chic
’\/tﬂ(}{}”??{}w‘:, 580127

it is not immediately clear whzﬁ creatures
are. meant here. A ,rwdmg m id
are two possibilities, Vo 3
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| growth, from qeec? wore: émp{,mnii
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- extracrdinary work of God, 1
i extranrdinary. communication me (;@d, is

~drom the i,
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to the dust, they must have come from the
dust,” “What Says the Scripture?,” 248,
foomote 73 This expianaié(}n does injustice
o the texiin the first placp i (‘veriooked
that the waords “let the fand produce” are fol-
lowed by a refence to the seed, showing that
there (is a difference hetwmen the {irst
growth, without seed, and all ?ohowsr';;
”se abs
1 of God 4o the cornmon ob:

rmu{ea a4 WG
Together w‘ih création as
evelation as

¢ talcen into consideration,
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{Gen. .Z‘zA 17
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‘ear 1995 iscoming fo its com-

gain, it wasa Year of the Lord.

tinued His work in order to

dihg it to its consummation. All au-
thorlty in heaven and on earth belongs
to Him, the Head of the Church, our
Lord Jesus Christ. He is sitting at the
right hand of God “. .. in the heavenly
places, far above all rule and authority
and power and dominion, and above
every name that is named, notonly in
this age but also inthat which is to
come; and He has put all things under
His feet and has made Him the head

over all things for the church, which is
His body, the fulness of Him who fills
all in all.” (Eph. 1:21223)

The Year End gives good opportu-
nity to review many important aspects
of life: political, economic, cultural,
and social reviews abound. For those

- who live their life in this world in the
light of the gospel of salvation in Jesus
Christ, however, Christ's church gath-

- ering work formes the parameters for all
the events. In the framework of His per-

~spectives-ang -progress—swith - His-

Catholic Church we may also place our
~own humble and simple lives, The way
- He is going with ourlife of thankfulness
to Him, with our service in this world
~and in His local congregations, and in
the advancement of His kingdom
through the great variety of activities
in which we are involved, it all ob-
tains eternal significance as He pursues
it in-the execution of His plan and pur-
pose from eternity! :

Mlmetry of the Gospel

1 oatpouring of
His Holy Spirit and

1995 He contmued gat
Church by His Spirit and Word, in the
unity of the true faith, a church chosento
everlasting life. This faith He works by
the preaching of the gospel and strength-
ens by the use of the sacraments. Hence
the maintenance of the ministry of the
Gospel and the promotion of it, has pri-
ority in our thankful review of His
blessed dominion during the year 1995.
No wonder the work of cang
ministers of the Word to fill existing va-
cancies among our churches receives
ongoing attention among the member-

ship. Of these vacant churches, the
church at Abbotsford, at Aldergrove, at
Edmonton Immanuel, and at Smithers
saw the vacancy filled. In the case of
Aldergrove, their new pastor and
teacher, Dr. J. Boersma, received his
first charge. However, with

R.A. Schouten’s maove to Abbotsford,
the Rev. G.A. Snip’s move to Edmonton,
and the Rev. J. Huijgen’s move to -
Smlthers, thexr respecnve form T con-

ready extended a caH tot
Moesker the church of Lis




‘Ian and wxsdom

Tbe HIS lnstrum ts. At some point,
however, their ministry comes to an
- end. This happened for the Rev. G. Van
Dooren on September 5th, when his
 Master called him home. Till the very
last Lord’s day of his life the Lord en-
abled him to proclaim the glad tidings
of salvation! Then He promoted him to
glory! Throughout the federation of
churches and beyond gratitude and
commemaoration were expressed for the
blessings the Lord gave His churches
through his ministry. With his passing
away the circle of pioneer ministers
(and their spouses)inour federation be-
came smaller again; this could be ob-

_served in the passingaway of Sr. Stel as |-

well. Meanwhile, among the retired
ministers, the Rev. P Kingma continues
struggling with ill health, even though
he remains sustained and comforted in
that struggle by the faithfulness of his
,heavenly Father.

' Congregatmnal life

Although physical buildings for the
weekly gatherihgs of the congregations
‘may not be of primary importance, yet
for the continuity of His work and for

the faithful- —eallingto-a specific-address-{

of His church, the Lord does bless us in

the way of facnhtnes,too Many a con-
gregation nieeds to pay attention, time,

“and money to one building project for
'this purpose or another. The church at
Ancaster could occupy its beautiful
new premises at Shaver Road. Also the

‘ made a move to bet-

lent terms an existing
town. In Rockway,
| bun!d—

as He called to |

Dr C. Van Dam, Dr. J. De Jong, Prof J. Geertsem ] D

Theological College, Hamilton, ON.

Brampton, keeps the attention of Coun-
cil and congregation focused on the
expansion of their building as well. All
in all, projects of this nature bring the
congregation together, hopefully, in or-
der to facilitate a good environment for
the weekly worship of the Lord and the
mutual edification of His people.
___The actual worship services remain

efforts of Scripture study and of bel
hands and feet to one anoth r nges ev

the regular activities of study soci
and of the various committees cont :
throughout the federation. Among, them,
special attention may be given to thosek

the centre of congregational life as it
transpires in these buildings. In the
church of Hamilton, the liturgy in these
services received renewed attention.
New features were discussed and
implemented, among which the re-
sponsive use of the Amen by the whole
congregation seeks to promote greater
congregational involvement as well as
the revival of liturgical practices in
Bible times. Perhaps more for practical
than for principle reasons, the church at
- Burlington-West is presently celebrating
the Lord’s Supper in two consecutive
services in the afternoon. The church
at Winnipeg, too, continues to discuss
the possibilities for congregational wor-
ship and the limitations of their present
facilities. Seeing that in this broken
world quite a number of members
could be prevented from attending the
~services, it may be counted among the
blessings of the Lord in our present day
technical advancement that these wor-

Shlp services can be taped for video |

“presentation in the homes and roo
ofs ch members. Thus, in several w.
of the Gospel and the

activities which enhance the life of our
challenged brothers and sisters. In this
respect we must mention gratefully the.
continued blessings received through
such organizations as Anchor Home,
while also the “Rays of Sunshme from
our sr. Ravensbergen in Clarion 1
thankful reception by all sick,
capped, elderly, and other

alike! Help, however, is n ys
needed for /ong-term lllnesses, o that

_example for general imitation. Fc
benefit of the wider federat
churches, the “Hom

at Cloverdale certaml
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L agjmn Aﬁm are- ready o witl eng to em-

- ploy their gifts for the upbuildin

communion of saintsnear and far

. Of course, much more could be |
mentioned concerning the activities

. «}g}u@w tme and
t vear the Rev. PK.
the Netherlands after hav-
2 a missionary in Brazil for
their {aﬁ”w ‘ 7 vears. Also from the mission field in

é

i
[
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hich could p ceed unhindered un - | ﬁd% ard Casid the *%ev " \/em cée a{*ter 18 vearsof
der the blessed govermnment of our Lord | :
during this 'asc; s, Eﬁem oré. | any, Australia. | faithful and fruitful service, Fﬁ‘iaﬂ’ia&‘?ﬁ“
£ i fear. efore, | i ;
5 Past yes . . chw? our Col- | 14 Canada. \Aeai wrhile the churches in

“also a good thing when local churches
celebrate anﬂ?’ve rsar Ees f their con-
gregations, that they come iagemeif o

sing internation- | Canada and the Netherlands were in-
formed that the Rev. R! Sietsma s avail-

< C U ing m@f only in them, but also in the all (d health-concerns and
reminisce about this. \n,/ei the church | "dgsiw tance of student o ) ?‘”‘}‘W all Ewsgm;ai '} ‘
voalan] 181 3 £ by cir stA e
of Burlington-East recei ived that oppor- | o family circumstance
| Northern China (spo by the !

. tunity at its 40th ann iversary, while the |
~church of Lincoln did the same after
25 years of blessed exister ’s ~Atis only
by the grace of God and through the
constant invelvementof our Head, the
Lord ;e&qk Christ; that in such a cele- |
bration the many blessings can be enu-
merated for congregati jional tha nksgiv-
ing and praise! a

y g
g ‘:ff}m(? of many ho?’is‘lh"f and dif-
ties, however, the mission work
es was ble

5 f
deputies for the minisi ‘) n Australial) | ficultie
this international element persists. | by our :%“a rch
Grateful mention, §@refm 2, must be | Lord duri r;t
made of the gene the reports of
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Theological College
Essential for the continuity in the
ministry of the Gospel and indispens-
able for the preseérvation of the faithful
preaching in the churches, is the well-
being of the ancagma’ Coliege. - kness occurred in the
Deeply rooted in the hearts of our re- | «uh a view to the. ;Jru'*re ss of the min- | ups and {;iowns of the Rev. Rumi or in
formied commiunity, therefore, i isiry of the Word in this world! the struggles with home-sickness and
love for “Harmilton,” where we w
“antrust to faithiful men who will ?J@ able | |
to teach others also” the prociamation of
the gospel of grace'in Christ jes
st be-grateful sincerely, - inidec
the work of our p;*o‘s‘x:saor" at the 1 |
logical College could continue reg uiv!v |
and unhindered. So often we hear peo-
‘ Y‘ie mention it with heartfelt gra‘séfmde
. that "the young men produced by o
L{;;E;gp furn ot fo be exc {*Eceht!f‘ z‘hc,w |
preaching, teaching and n |
the maintenance of this ’ii‘&i ;m | affec- |
tion for this central institution among |
our churches, it wasan important
cise of public relations when the prin
cipal, our Prof. | Geertsernia, foured |
Alberta and  Manitol i
”Cﬂiféze Everyin

ma, mﬂ_ also

th us their

5
and E. Venema shared wi
physical and mental struggles due to.a
liffer it culit

different ure, whgi

ét*\ former
e KL Ded-
»whiile visiting
e may  thankfully
granted him




and their auxiliary
ogressed well dur-

~ the latter, we may
: thankfully note that also the H. Plug
’ ¢ Brazil as Mission
‘Aid workers in Maceio, and that the .
- Kuik jr. farmily can observe how much
of a difference their work may make in

© a country where medical care takes
place quite often at appallingly low
levels! Yes, in thisrespect, too, we
~may learn from Jake’s report that in

. matters of missionand mission aid, we

must learn to think in terms of genera-

~ tions (both in workers and recipients!),

_interms of decades! Is it not indeed
so, that in this way the catholicity of the
- church and the steadfast love and faith-
fulness of our covenant L ORD, togeth-
er thh His longsuffering and forbear-

~ become rich ~ sources of

; 1tn ‘ and Saviour!! His
faithfulness , His covenant

 changes never!

ture of this work. Also during this past

year that work could develop and

proceed. Efforts to come to a more uni-
fied approach among our churches
developed in Ontario by means of
sharing programs, organizing evalua-
tion evenings in Burlington-East for
those involved in this V.B.S. work,
and otherwise.

God for allowmg us to wo
ry of His Name dunngi1 95!

of God living in China, !
and Irag encounter, let us make the
of our freedom, continuing 1

—-Meanwhile the Ci‘catlvuy of-the
workers in this home mission seems to
be abounding! Several congregations
are engaged in Christmas caroling. The
church of Cloverdale is one of the
churches participating in the Reformed
Christian Ministries’ evangelization by
means of correspondence courses. The
church of Winnipeg has developed a
project of “Welcome Wishing:” they
visit new-comers on the block and
share with them information about the
congregation; thus, they extend to them

these persecuted believers as well

Other events

Among the great vanety of e ‘
astical events and meetings, the ene
al Synod always plays a maj
the life of the feder
During 1995 a General
in Abbotsford, B.C
months prior to this
churches become ac
contributions for th

it merits to consider the

ommittees, of pub- |

‘e,star'ted this re-
eto God s execu-

an invitation to the congregation and |

accompany this invitation with a

flower. In Langley a Youth Drop-in Cen-
tre came in operation, seeking to. brlng ;

street young peopie in that area tog

School is in operation, which
also as follow-up program for.
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May 923, 1995,
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French Reformed churches since 1988) |

merits special natice! Since the legwork
done by Ottawa was adopted by Classis

- Ontario North and recommended to |
eral Synod, a committee was estab- |
lished to further this contact in orderto |

(5@

come to ecclesiastical fellowship in the

future, the Lord willing!.
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urdens, the

moneys for the maintenance and ex-

pansion of school £u13§ s were pro-

vided by the Lord =4s!b d true for

the major fund-raising project orga-
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Brés High School; it also facilitated the

crer*‘?‘q Qf anew e‘o f_ary school in
Attercli ﬁ Ontario ovenant Ca

_‘&f‘i the
realize also, essi ﬂg are
| boured out b}v’ :

ith o

P gt o
-y

51500 0
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eachers’ training, t he Beard of

the Teachers’ College maﬁg@@z its three
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sion. The one year program remains as
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quickly the vear draws 1o an end! At "g%ﬁg, that's my
ifferent from that of the younger gen eration. But a year, an
,;rs ehd we are moved to reflect on what has p&ss.edl Our incli navm i

on werld and chuich events. And, indeed, much of what goes on is wearisome. Yet, ﬁ;erﬁ is
hope! Hope from the Faithful One. There is something beautiful about celebrat ng in
reimembrance, at the end of the year, the birth of our Lord Je esus Christ s0 long ago. A booster! A
booster for His children to carry on unwaveringly, to lift drooping hands and weak k es, to
make %‘i?’&ignt paths for one’s feet, also for the year ahead. I wish to leave with you, for
reflection, this Scripture passage:

Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful;
and let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet
together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the
Day drawwing niear. Hebrews 10:23-25.

Encouragement

Stirring up one another to love and good works is the aim of the editors of Clarion as well.
their hope that they have been able to do se in their wriféﬁgs We-thanl D1 ].-De Jong, 1 ‘3{ f
I Geertsema, Rev. R. Schouten, Dr. C. Van Dam, and Rev. G.Ph. van Popta for their commitment
and diligence in filling the pﬁg@ of Clarion. Our gratitude goes to all contributors to the magazine.
There has heen 1o lack of copy. We Pmnumge vou all to continue sending in the fruits of your pen

or keyboard in the year 1996 as well _ Thank you, readers, for continuing your subscription, and
for E&tmﬂ us know your thoughts in varicus ways. We are %’ﬁwumgf}a and thankful to the Lord, to
be able to maintain our readership and even grow slightly from year to year.

mﬁ;wmmmwmmmmmmmwmummm;muwmwmummmmmmwma‘m‘rw1W4!!wmmmﬂmmymmﬂmmsummwmwmwmnwmw

subrnission.
The Clarion subscription rate will remain the same for Canadian subscribers. For both U.S.
and Intern ation "}L 5:’*; ribers we need to make some catch-up provisions in the rates, since we
rjm 110t enjoy special mailing privileges

Adyninistration
Most of the copy is now being submitted electronically, assisting us greatly in the
D"nﬁfxdbLﬂ{? f Clarion. If possible, s‘ubmf your cont quan via m@éem or on a disk alo rxg with
aprintout— - - e —
The famii"’ announcement pages will ‘imdm'g@ a transformation as per ?aEiLE‘xW 1. We W@ﬁ.
i condense these announcements and yet keep them clearly distinguishable for keepsake
| purposes.
| The af‘verﬁ.sing rate will increase to $7.50 per column inch. Because of the smaller format
| for family announcements, the above-mentic un»*d increase will not result in higher prices per
?
{

Greetings

This issue attests 1o the bond of families and {7.5 the Family of brothers and sisters in the
Lord. 1ijoin them in wishing you a blessed Christmas and New Year.
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gte freedom‘ / Pl

previous issue of Clarion, Dr. AL
g makes a few remarks about \ —
n of Synod Abbotsford 1995

regardmg the new Bible translation. The
first remark deals with the second rec-

~ ommendation of the synod: to “leave it
in the freedom of the churches if they
feel compelled to use another transla-
tion.” Dr. De Jong writes that in this sec-
ond recommendation “the Synod has
_opened the door to complete freedom
~ with regard to which translation a
church may wish touse.” The formula-
tion of this second recommendation is

* very unfortunate. Taken by itself (Acts, | LI A negative judgment previous translation (in this case, the

5 37) s ground i Dr. DeJorg | rearding the RSV k51t cound oroll el e
“conclusion of “complete freedom.” Synod Abbotsford stated (Considera- tﬁe NASB. the NKJV, and the NIV).

- HOYVG\{EF» thke deci'sion\of the Synod of | tion D; p. 37) that it “cannot continus The fact remains that the Report of

~ Smithville-1980 still stands. to recommend the use of the RSV...." |y porte ranslation Committee to the

. This Synod decided “to recommend | Dr. De Jong is “surprised that the synod Synod of Abbotsford has clea £

to the churches to use this translation | adopted the view of the Canadian study | ;1A bendix 5 (pages 107-

it committee so easily and so uncritically.” | o ces of objections ag:

; ‘ ‘ For “this approach incorporates .. . a | 1 2hdarions in the RSV as consequ

: come to uniformity of practice” (Acts, methodological fa‘llacy.” The 8r9“”d 15} of the influence of liberal scholarship
Art.111,C,2a; p. 79). This synod added | that “each translation should be judged | ¢y away with the NASB the NKJV,

these words: ”To !eave It in the free- | inthe way it presents itself,” including | 34 the NIV.
o Af ; the NIV, and that, therefore, the concern

of “the influence of liberal scholarship | III Judgm‘gt,he NIV
on the translation” of the RSV should not | Dr. De Jo»ng:’s n;exf a
be brought forward in an examination of ‘
the NIV. Dr. De Jong’s aim is to defend || ing the NIV ”;n the way ,
a continued use of the RSV. He writes self 7 He guotesa para raph from th
that, in spite of the liberal mﬂuence, ! , ~ :
“on the whole the RSV has been atran
lation which has been accepted
used with benefit. . o

?atlon withthe | - One can’ dlffer in opinion :
n’of the Synod of | at is justifi in the method

ds ”another
to the R S Vo

rsion meets
tions” (Acts, k)

of “Smithville” is
ater synod also




ove for the he Gt‘
Dr. Delong adds,
ot be tra srev;ed 0

I syritax h@u?d he
molded to these patterns which we
findinthe Bible ‘

D De jon
strong and i
he' dam

chwer he d ele
seriously, s he wrote that he will no
appeal because ta poor decision i§ not
necessarity. awrong décision.”

Now, it is true that the emphasis in
the NIV's method of £ anﬁat“m is less
on the words and the exact grammati-
calform of the text of SL i f:us*e than
was the case with the KIV. The NiV's
emphasis 15 indeed more on the mean-
ing of what is expressed by the words. 1,
too, prefer the older method. The new
mevf,has ieads more easily to g transla-
tion that is too free, Howe\fer, {1ywe are
not de a‘iﬂg here with an absolute dif-
ferezﬁre in me’rhed but with a differ-
= have o

it word ’m? Wmu ?ransammn
completely wordstranstation would
mai e the Scrip ptures impossibleto un-
rstand. in Dr. J. Van B
utmre of the gm;a Naa%‘us ie: ?‘wﬁ‘a
978, p.17-18) we find ‘hw @p
that “perhapsthe most significant
ference between the RSV and its p
decessors is'its abandonment Gr word-
for-word  translation. The RSV is
translated much more freely. ||
Mcfeever words are symbols or
vehicles conveying thoughts. A speak-
er or writer ﬁxprasses ha: thoughts
through the words he uses. The NIV
translators wanted to be accurate. They

-ty -i.“)..

have “weighed the s?gn%fécc ance of the
lexical and grammatical details.” This

means m H‘r: ey md pay attention to
the (le d%} mean xng of the words and
the \gsan tical) constructions. Per-
sonally, | st rted with a ne gative ap-
proach to the NIV, very much on the

basés of what Dr. De jong said about the
difference in method of translation. But

uggen’s The |

her the praciical resultis a gen-
erally inaceurate, ard therefore, unac-
ceptable tra nslat

tﬁe specific study within the committee
changed my judgment from a “no” to
an “acceptable.”

o me», YC‘ ne

ab:juzti e Wor ! d, ab@ux
our thinking in amoréﬂma wi :
thinking (the patterns) of God's v"fﬂm‘?; :
Do we see things as God rev
that Hesees memi’ Is gur-thinking
biblical thinking? The NIV preface does
not speak of the contents of our thinking
but of the formal; s language
patterns, We can i' arn tothink bibli-
cally with the NIV certainly no lessthan
with the more liberal RSV,

Holding on to the RSV

Personally, | have no objection to
holding on 1o the RSV for the time be-
ing. However, the Synod of Lincoln
1992 decided that the churches should
not go this route. The Synod of Abbots-
ford maintained the 1992 decision by
irs decision. lf this demszm rescinded,
many ¢ humheb will aot agrﬂe a;,a we

ok

.l

sake of uniformity in the
mmfnn;, that we accept or aaquaes&
n the decision of Abbotsfafci :




eal<. Anu, in-
hey had. The

- the Corinthianis that in Christ Jesus they
- had been enriched in every wway, in all
their speaking and in all their knowl-
edge, not lacking anyspiritual gifts
(1:5,7). Nevertheless, the Corinthians’
spirituaf' tywas a faultyone. Thiswasso
in at-least'three respects. First, they
- thought that their present state was their
tinal state: This resulied, for example, i
a dem_ igﬁ the resurection of the hm\/
(ch. 15). Second, they were of the opsrzw
ion :;‘wat their “spiritual” existenc
meant that it no longer mattered what
they did in the body. The result was
that Paul had to doba tié wsth the no-

tion that incest was alright, ho% prosti-
tution did not muatter aﬂd tha ‘iWag fine
1o deny one’s spouse sexiial inter-

course, Alter all, these things di
truly touch on ﬂﬁef“:p*?i tual” life.
Third, the apostle isforced to attack
- the Corinthians’ pride and arregance.
- Instead of bowingin.ad
.nanmaf*ﬁess for the many :.ms fu gifts
which the Spirit had given fo the
- chureh, they had ?“ﬂgm 1o boast of
' them Inthe process they Criticized the
-apostle Paul who, intheir evees, could
not match  the spirituality of the
50&*’5%'% elite
F The resuit is Paul's{
‘ tne Mﬂrsmhzanb whicl
“au»\%é him

rriust
matich pain in »vrgﬁ;srm ’)n
oné oceasion he sharply o hides his
ers with az:aﬁ:eéy‘vr led sarcasm:
y you have all you want! Al
ave become rich T You have
5 — and that w ithout us’
bre siory he writes
: pa ssiorsately ap-

dear brothers”
must have
would ex-
iren his love

feace

apaELsy
apostie Paul starts nff by ka*‘ﬂm“ndmg |

by,

for them, either way the
his love would have cut him to the
heart. What is more — and what emo-
tionally must have been the most diffi-
"ui? for the a Lposzée ~ was the fact that
here he had to do not just with some
friends who had hurt him or who had
p ut his authority aside. This was “the
u rch of God in Corinth” (1:2). The
urch of God is teeming with im-
10 im;, /ith neglect of the poor at
h%t le of the Lord, with boasting over
spiritual gifts, and even with heresy. A
very painful affair, indeed]!
The Cer nthians’ theological

ey

«

o :3 m o

stand

on their spuz tuality” is directly related
to their moral laxity. Seeing they think
that they have aiready Lec.,me rich -

even | eav.ng the apostle Paul behind in
their pursuit of spiritual matters — they
no longer need to worry about mundane

ir violation of

Fy ?’ ; Gm”wm

affairs, such as food, marriage and sex
uality. Clearly then, the Cmmmum
closely intertwine theology and ethics.
For the apostle Paul this is no different.
While some of his other letters are more
or less sharply divided between sections -
on “theclogy” and “ethics,” the former
usually preceding the latte, this epistle
to the Corinthians is S ructured-differ-
ently. Throughout the letter, ethical and
theological issues are i 'nienwmec%. Ethics
is never something of a few simple rules.
It is always based on careful theologi-
cal analysis.

Prostitotionr

I will take just one example, the is-

e of prostitution (6:12-20). Here the

apostle urges the Corinthians not to go
to prnetih*ses but instead to “honor -

God with your body” (v. 21). Of course,




they are a!ready united
can no longer be united
e. Spiritual union with
des physical union with a
cannot expenence ‘spir-

he theofog cal ar-
'}S-RQt ’q,ugf” the hQA\/

| this commentary, the thrust of th

in the church prophecy andyr,
st g in tongues, they all have a
place in this first letter of Paul to the

Corinthians. Gordon Fee’s commen-

tary can be a real asset as one struggles
to come to grasp with some of these is-

sues. Fee is Professor of New Testa-
ment at Regent College in Vancouver,
BC. His analysis of the problem in
Corinth is mostly to the point. He right-
ly identifies the Corinthians’ wrong-
headed spirituality as the main problem
which Paul is addressing. This means
that regardless of certain questions
which one may have — and which the
present reviewer does have —

ment throughout the commentary is de-
pendable. This is important, consider-
ing the implications which this letter
has for the church today. As Fee puts it:
“The cosmopolitan character of the
city and church, the strident individu-
alism that emerges in so many of their
behavioral aberrations, the arrogance
that attends their understanding of spir-
ituality, the accommodation of the

Gospel to the surrounding culture in so.

many ways — these and many other

bout

these gifts must fi
vidualistic, boa

loglcalmter!ud

then comes in chapt

cally to the issue

use of tongues-speak

gation (section A).2
As noted already,

rejected the resmréc

is denied by Vat‘IO‘U‘
good to see how Fee

|_his commentary. He

prove Christ's resurri
points out very nice
deny the objective
urrection go much fa
Corinthian critics. Th
ed Christ’s resurrect
not believe that Ch
also entailed our resu
ly points out that a pos
on to deny Christ’s

ly alien to the Chri
nately, in today’s ¢
be believers who

hatemple of ;

furch ltself

features of the Corinthian church are
but mirrors held up before the church of | |

today” (20).

 This review of Fee’s commentarylk
~can only highlight some of the aspects,

in the hope that they will inspire oth

irit. ers to deive into the rich mines of th

| wasthe same as




Almost a[ways
) / is quite readable, and
he arguments are easy to follow. -

Shakv reconstructlons

There are a number of areas where

b must take issue with Fee. Without be-
~ing complete, [ will mention a few. Fee
_is correct in pointing out that the
- Corinthians were of the opinion that
. they had already entered the kingdom
~ of glory. | have notheen convinced,
~ however, that the Corinthians had a
“magical” view of the sacraments. Fee
mentions this at several points through-
out his commentary but in_my opinion
never really gives proof. The only pas-
- sage which would provide some basis
for such a position would seem to be
chapter 10:1-5. There Paul indeed
_refers to the exodus, and indirectly to
. baptism and the Lord’s Supper. Speak-
~ing of the Israelites he then concludes:
—“Nevertheless, God was not pleased
~with most of them; their bodies were
“scattered over the desert” (v.5). To me,
this is insufficient evidence of a “magi-
cal” view of the sacraments:
o Another example of a rather shaky
- reconstruction of the historical situation
- is Fee's contention that seme of the
- Corinthians-were upset with Paul for

~ eating marketplace idol food and
_ judged him for it. Atfirst, Fee still ap-
e pears somewhat hesitant, saying that
_one “cannot be certam about this

T 1425) Nevertheless; when-it-comesto -

. the lastsection of chapter 10, which

 deals with various settings in which

- one would be allowed to eat sacrificial

: foed Fee maintains that Paul is defend-

ing here his own practice of eating sac-

al food when he is not at an idol's

‘temple (476). It seems unwarranted to

- make such an_uncerain reconstruction

~ thekey to one’s exegesns of an entlre
pamgraph ,

I must ex-
wlth the way in
th the role of
apter 11 tfind
ewhiat cavalier
ave a different
Fee regards the
learly egalitarian in

nisses other interpre-
s bias becomes

dramce when it |

comes to chapter 14:34-35, which
states that women should remain silent
in the churches. Without any textual
support whatsoever Fee decides simply
to eliminate these two verses. To be
sure, Fee’s first stated reason is a textu-
al one: in one particular group of man-
uscripts, those of the so-called Western
tradition, these two verses are found in

-a-different place, after verse 40. Seeing |

the obvious minority of this group of
witnesses, the only logical conclusion is
that some scribe erroneously misplaced
these verses when copying the text. Fee,
however, maintains that “they were not
part of the original text, but were a very
early marginal gloss that was subse-
quently placed in the text at different

places” (699). At a point like this one
can only concur with Carson’s com-
ment: “I confess | am always surprised

by the amount of energy and ingenuity |

expended to rescue Paul from himself
| questionss is whether this refers to the

,” i

and conform him to our 1mage

Even if such a comment is some-
‘what harsh, it remains unacceptab!e to |

‘Simpiy delete two verses, ummateiy
not on a realistic textual basis, but on a

‘theological one. Perhaps Fee should;

have had a closer !ook at the posm

Bruggen. They convincingly show that
Paul’s statement about the silence of
women in the churches is not mtended
as a general statement. After all,
chapter 11 women prophesy and pray
in the worship services (11:5).° Paul
does say, however, that the authoritative
interpretation of such prophec:es inthe
worship services remains restricted to

men.

Tongues speakmg

A last point which | want to smgke
out is Fee’s treatment of tongues-speak-
ing. Fee takes a moderately charismat-
ic stand. Heis critical both toward
those who argue that tongues have
ceased and toward those who regard it -
as an ecstatic, uncontrollable phenom-
“enon. A keytextin this regard has al-

- ways been 1 Corinthians 13:10, where

Paul says that “when perfectlon comes,
the ;mpertect disappears.” One of the

closing of the New Testament canon or
to the time that the kingdom of glory
ill be tnaugurated it speaks of the
New Testament canon, the debate.
‘would be settled: tongues and prophe~

cy would then have disappeared once

non of Scnpture was dosed in '




- tongues contmue un‘ul Chrrst s return,
‘Gaffin correctly observes that 13:8-13
has in mind the provrsmnai character of

~the believer's present knowledge.

Prophecy and tongues are God’s modes
- of revelation. Paul makes this very clear

(13:2; 142 6) No one will deny that
‘Scnpture is justsuch a mode of God's
- revelation for us today. Says Gaffin:
But inscripturation has ceased. And
if that be granted, then it is gratu-

Rt wh«chk" Paul himself em—V T z 1
: : 'whu:h the Dutch g

Cormthxans :

These critical remarks are not in-
| tended to dlsqual ify Fee’s commentary.
On the contrary, in any careful study-of

1-Corinthians, it is impossible to ¢ir-

cumvent this book. Fee correctly identi- -
fies the main issues that are at stake in
this letter. Fee's is a worthwhile succes-

sor to Grosheide’s 1953 commentary on
1 Corinthians in this same New Interna-
tional Commentary series. | may end
this review, therefore, with the closing
words of Professor Fee:
Christians must continually live in
the tension between the “already”
and the “not yet”; what they must
not allow themselves to do is to ex-
cuse themselves from obedience
because they are not yet fully there,

?993 used m i defens

1| *Fee kc‘ou fﬂ ;héﬂ)e‘;sirgagthen

here considerably if he ha
1 Corinthians 13:12.

7Fee dssmxsses Gafﬁn Sp

the questions and gone i
terms of hlS prlor ques

exeget:ca! arguments,
*Richard B. Gaffin, Perspe S5
cost: Studies in New Testament.
the Gifts of the Holy Spmt (Phil
d L

’ xtou{s{tc insist that this passage

~ teaches thatthe modes of revelation

- mentioned, prophecy and tongues,
are to_continue functioning in the
church until Christ’s return. Paul is
not intending to specify the time

.~ when any particular mode will
-+ cease. What he does affirm is the
- termination of the believer’s pre-

- sent, fragmentary know!edge based
on likewise: temporary modes of
revelation, when “the perfect”
“comes. The time of the cessation of

- The grace of the Lord and the hope
of His coming should cause all to
heed the words of this letter so as
to be watchful and to do all things

in love . .. (840). &

'Review of Gordon D. Fee, The First Epistle
to the Corinthians. New International Com-
mentary on the New Testament. Grand
Rapids: Eerdmans, 1987. Pp. xxiv, 880.

XCf. Ibid., p. 571. Fee defines Paul’s form of
argumentation as follows: “In each case the
first ‘A’ section puts the matter into a larger,

Paul’s extended metaphor

(12:14-26) suggests otherw:se Cleaf

14%f.), while there WEre a
felt that they did not need others i
gregation (vv. 21ff). To a
existence of an elitist tor
group, Fee maintains that t

’ Aprophecy and tongues is an open
questson so far as thls passage is

more.general theological perspectiverthe ‘B!
section is an explanatory digression of some
kind, yet crucial to the argument as a whole;
and the second ‘A’ section is the very specif-
ic response to the matter at hand” (16).

“There are some exceptions: | wonder about
Fee's constant inferaction with the NIV ~ej-

|- ther by way of commendation or by way of
disagreement. The reason is probably that
| the NIV hes at the basns of the commentary,

comments on the NIV were reaﬁy necessary. e
| On a different note, while | have e

w spelling: mxstakes th

35~ twé plaées‘Where the meanmg :s obscured‘

and the division that Pau!‘sp
verse 25 refer back |

Lord’s table (11: 17-34 Th

however, becaus

new topic :ébout‘whlch the |

asked him (“Now abou
ers .. Fee’s ex

in hght of hﬂlS own a




f@m@m i orr py@”'

A“ﬁ gy ;.f g

orth
et in i a}f alf m’ﬁﬁg, uwzi o5~
peaially when we are dealing with ec-

. W“‘t’f‘?%;i&ts‘i;fﬁ matters, sﬁeilf”am when

Uit séems to m

‘the Lord hasgiven usin
as an organizational umt} v ith m‘ﬁsrs E
r's are not |

ms 1o |
2551005 |
beforehand withoutany proof that what |
we have and rnay enjoy is wrong or |

' “budgmg,” 5O O speak, there see

we have disclissions about-ar possible
~ecclesiastical merger.

in the course of these discussions,
e, an indeguate knowl-
edge of the past comes to the fore, at
least a not taking into account the
lessons from the past.
- Here-and there very unripe siate-
ments are made, and at times one gels
the impression that more than one
amaong us s p*‘epbreﬁ tolet go of wha’{
the past, as |

can be achieved, iom

be"an inchination te.make conc

anyway should be chm ed tocause it
to be more i accerdance with the

WS of our God -

: {Ji&
: C;Qm ;3{)5 1@ o;“: Ue;iwaeﬂ mmreherﬁ m’ the
Bures m iha |

Before we proceed 1 sh Uuid like to

- insett a little stovy.

A little story

in the “good old Hayﬁ,%«zhen
til wrote hisregular column
‘r’?m and arotnd the Ch m‘ch Yard” in
‘D Reform me that fread a story that
he mﬁg up *0 “drive ~.‘vm cx% m: me. HC

hurah {fm

zay was neve

ong |

travelled
oW vz%;age, but wi

e s*‘aum'}t “even Lhaug they nft it atr
ease there. It was all so strange, so big,

and t%:ere were so many people! T
impression of a ""rgeﬁ crow”Z Was even
strengthened by a huge mirror thatc COV=
ered a whole wall. They locked at al}
¢ owing amazement,
er, they discovered
4 slightly famil-
>rtain that some-
; euph? before,
y WETE ¢ j? ressed fike they
. and must come from
at least from the same

i

id the one to the other: “Let’s go
to.them and shake hands with them;
then we 51 know for sure whether we

know them or not.”
Thus ihey rose.

att gi#‘”f‘ FOsE hesame i

e at worent.
“Stop,” said the gne to the o‘her
“Let's s 80 and sit duwr. again: they are

sachy Commg ‘to :
it an dusion
They had seen th

ms*‘:f}i

‘“J"O m w5

I highiy gt

The iﬁ'zﬁ?,é::é_ﬁti‘ve ,

It has always struck me that, as far
as the above-mentioned discussions are
concerned, the initiative always seems

| 1o have covne from our side.

i may be mistaken, and if this is the
e, | hope that it will be pointed out,
50 to put my own mind at ease. As far
ne

)
iy

s-iam aware, however, it was always.
of our own consistories 6r-mem-
s who, upon hearing, for Qxampie
h at a certain placea group of beliey-

e

I ers broke away from the Christian Re-
| formed Church and organized them-

e

i selves as an independentor otthodox

church, took up contact, expressing the
desire to becoms one. Fknow of no in-
stance where the first step towards con-
tact was taken by such newly-organized
independent church. To my knowledge,
it was always one of cur own consisto--
es That expres
contact and Dosaa e merger ,
This maybe due przmaiiy, bt very
partially only, 1o others not be;ng
aware of the existence of the Canadian
Reformed churches, although this is”
ely. It may also be due foa
the Canadian Reformed
c hwchm; distrust whichis the r@wi
ander mce#d around ﬁ'(}acpr»’r.wg ‘
N ggmg}@ lein iﬁe Metherl amiv and
nm% our upholding me %
3 d s::orrwe;«;zm &m rew ¢

{iket
distryst) of
4

a"a{

“the desire forc eﬂer- e




we could read: “Cong
Chmfh Orclér, we must %‘se §
: rfain arti
uemzy non-negotiz
Other articles, however, .OUH
be changed; if necessary m
“come 0.2 - Common c?‘
order, provicled that t
formed principles ang
“hasic ecclesiastical struc-
tures “in our present
Church Order remain in-
tact.”
Why state
like this at the cu
basis for dfiscussions with
Gthers, discuyssions that %
have the ohbvious gc;:s! of
coming 1o & inerge
Then someih nb about our
Book of Prai
Ina“Lettertothe Editor” we
find the following: “Ought we not,

rather, simply announce — ﬁ t up front |

~thatwe do n@t wishh no
matiers - sm:h

om ar aoiher “Letter to the Editor

£ *’ihefaiiémﬁﬂ@ A ﬂ-;upf)?@» i

table, containi

N the pro-

S

mns sumz hv our

ml‘;c me m’

> King once born in
Bethichem,
Our Saviour and our

e ok
Lo,

o

Repeat the song again:

To God on high the
glory,

And peace on earth to

§t§vmm 16:4

Boox ov Paaise

?} ly of His people, for ¢

Somuch for i
Dy De Jong a mentioned tha
the Committee for the Book of Fraisere-
ceived requests to add more hymm
we have adopted.. ;
Why would one want more
hymng?
- Those we have ade feri
follow the article ‘? the
Apostles’ Creed; those that
follow in the last part of the,
Hymn section are almost
exclusively rthymings of
Scripture passages. What
else do we zwed for the
worship services? Is there
any of the “main” events
in the history of salvation
we cannot sing about by
using the Book of Praise
without any addition?
I am not refefring to
singing in the home or at work
or while drivi ing to and from
work or when ,@,um@ somewhere
just for the pleasure of going there;
he e are many songs Hlove and love
Sla !ﬁ:} i
We are dea?mw however, with
singing in 1he worship services. - :
F iss‘d ;
onfessing our
sins, TOT ¢ messmg, our joy because of
the forgivenes aking |
ur ra‘mpr

ance, for pra mg.«
kingdom, brietly,
casion we find. abundam

| what we h

‘A/ Ve




us. F/t Panl

not-mind
hey originat-
ho identified

Spmturals. ‘and
singing them in a
ed with the Negro s
themselves with Israel

dehverance their own. But I would not
for one moment consider them for use
inthe worship services,”

with,

”Arnazmg Grace” has been men-
tioned in this connection. I love the
~ tune and find it haunting. But does the
- song as such add anything that is still
lacking inour Book of Praise? That
would be the onlyvalid reason for
~adding a song: that itcontains elements
which until now have been sadly lack-
ing in either the Psalms or our present
~Hymmns.

Who would even dare to suggest
~;~that any necessary element is lacking
_ in the Psalms? What we confess of the
- Scriptures as a wholewe also confess of
- the Psalms: that “the whole manner of
~worship which God requires of us is
written in it at length.” And then we
~ have already even added some songs
~ for our worshlp services by ‘means of
- which we can sing of the fulfilment of
. the shadows. ,

“As forthe Lord’samazing grace,
- what song praising it could surpass the
~beauty and truth of the inspired Psalm
1032 Or, for that matter, of Psalm 130,
~or32,0or6,0r 512

. Thy Faithfulness.” | like it and do not
~mind smgmg it at weddmg [arties or in
- the home or on other occasions. But

services? [s: anythm contained therein
needed to ¢ inspired Psalms,
for mstance Psalm3,0r 25, or 27, or
104 or 136, or 145, 0r147?
~Also thlS respect we are to bear in
_mind the warnin quoted at the head
of this article. When scanning history,
‘we learn that graduaﬂy the hymns re-
‘ 'placed the Psaf ‘
G 1 ;

evelopment into
goes on with an

‘els becomesf

me of the Negro :
d

‘ , making the |
- songs. of pain and sotrow, of hope and

And that’s what. we are dealing

Grfakeaﬁefheﬁfavoufife “Greatis-+

Here, too, we are-to. be aware
Hand of not apprec:atmg wh
| the fathers.

ind, Michigan, of | Be
'urch at Graaf- that o

only those hymns which it approved,

and rejected lawlessness and that

which was tainted with Popery and
Arminianism,” yet we must conclude
that the brothers of Graafschap were
vindicated in their objections by the
later development.

Even when one cannot agree in
every respect with the conclusions of
its author, proponents of the hymns
for worship services should study a
work by Michael Bushell The Songs of
Zion, A Contemporary Case for Exclu-
sive Psalmody. it was published by
Crown and Covenant Publications,
7408 Penn Avenue, Pittsburgh, Penn-
sylvania, 15208-2531.

From the Preface to the first edition

we note the author’s convictiaon that

“Our churches will never restore the
psalter to its rightful place in worship
until, by the grace of God, the scales are
removed from their spiritual eyes and
they see the psalms for what they are:
an all-sufficient well-spring of hope and
consolation from heaven itself into a
troubled and sinful world.”

And then we should give up what
we have and adulterate the purity of
worship singing by adding songs in
which man and his feehngs and expe-

tiences-are in-the-centre?.- SR ST

Never, | pray and hope.

About our Church Order

Concerning the Church Order, |
should like to start with another warn-_

ing, added to the one quoted at the .

head of this article. This time it was ex-
tended by the Rev. J.D. Wielenga.
_ Every church order is a reflection of
somegne’s ecclesnoiogy ~The

congregational churches shd into
“dominocracy, every local minister |

“like the minister of the iocai church
at Rome, a pope.

dangers of | giving up. what ‘we hav '

far from me to

~could doa certa

: Apostle Paul wrote to:

Do you really think that
sound insight into the Sc
started with you? Has t
only now begun 10 give

-~ Although it was remarked at that 48
same Classxs “that people secede by | n

reason of hymns isa rejection of all the
| Protestant churches of the Reforma- |
“tion, which have all made use of |
Hymns ever since the time of the Re- |
formation, even-of the Holland Re--
formed Church, which adopted for use |

that the crmcnsm i

Scrlptural way, we must
change in this respect
But that must then be

sense mdlcated in the abov D2 &
However, the same apphes to the con—‘j e g
fessions as well: if it is proved that in
one respect or another they are not fully
Scriptural, we must bring about a
change. No one, however, states that :
we must be ”ﬂexable” with respect to
the confessions! Everyone had better re-
frain from ever making such a state-‘
ment, too!
Before giving some arguments for
this, | should like to repeat what Dr.
De Jong wrote. ,
Local churches cannot and shou!d
not put the Church Order on the
table as a negotiable document. In
fact, churches of a common Re-
formed background should do
everything in their powerto holdon
to the Church Order of Dortl It has
proven to be a time-honoured ve-
hicle to promote the harm(‘)ny‘ and
the peace of the churches. ... Letus
make use of what we have and
avoid the pretensions of develop-,
ing a new “hybrid” Church Order to .
suit the needs of our “unique” situ-
ation. Then we are fatthful to the" )
canbuildas
lastmg unity for the future.
When | read of efforts to design.
church order instead of retur
one of Dort, | have to thin

apphcatmn to the ques

the questions regarding c|




urch Order regu-
formed churches
esides, also during
5 the affairs of the
ucted according
cept for the brief
5, when the Reg-
by King William |

per d from 1¢
tlations impos

 Whatdo we see when abuses crept

n? Was that the “fault” of the Church
Order? Is it so that if only there had
been better and more Scriptural stipu-
lations, things would have gone well
and the abuses would have been im-
possible? ‘ :

- Of course not!

‘On the contrary, abuses crept in
~when the stipulations of the Church
Order were not kept in faithfulness and
in sincere adherence to what had been
agreed upon.

Yet, when a split was caused there-
by, and when part of the membership
: rejected the abuses, the hierarchical

way of dealing with things, they some-
times did blame the Church Order for
~ the deviations from which they liberat-

‘ed themselves, And instead of return-
‘ing to the Church Order of Dort they
~sometimes tried to come with a new
church order, asifthe evil had been in
the stipulations and not in the hearts of
men who did nothonour the agree-
ment

Thewh_l._uechewﬂthe Secession of |
L were thrown into turmoil and
'rd when |t was tried to introduce

or l;nstead of snmply

on the p'ast 4 he:
would have done.
l;lght then,a ‘

“his own congregation, first in the
‘Netherlands and then in Pella, lowa.
- The church in the latter place broke up
into several parts, and Scholte hrmself

| was even deposed.
In the Seceded churches in the

Netherlands the conviction won out
that a return to the Church Order of
Dort was mandatory. They did return
to it indeed, and thereby great disasters
were prevented.

Nineteen Forty-four

Reformed churches in the Netherlands,
starting around the beginning of the
twenties of this century, this was not
caused by deficiencies in the Church
Order of Dort but by a clear deviation
from it, a deviation that was prepared
and defended by crooked reasonings.
It was tried by means of all sorts of

new course was, in fact, the old, Re-
formed church polity, wholly in accor-
dance with and based on the Church
Order.

The result, we know, was that in
1944 and following years thousands of
church members threw off the yoke
imposed upon the churches and re-
turned to the freedom in Christ.

When they did so, there was not for
one second a desire to draw up a new
church order 50 as to prevent a recur-

: ; got their chanc
kkcase he practucally became a pope in

When the hierarchy crept in in the

~twisted-arguments to-“prove” that-the—

succeeded m h

tamed but the essentlal ones were 50
hollowed out that not more than a mere
shell remained. : X
The result is that, ”everyone does
what is good in his own eyes,” and that
ministers who want to continue in the |
old, Reformed way are no longer wel- -
come in several congregatxons ‘ ‘

Alliance attempts

During the past few vears Clarion
gave us reports of meetings of the Al-
liance of Reformed churches. It is from
these reports that | understood that this
Alliance is in the process of dra’wmg,
up a Church Order, as there is a refusal
to simply accept the Dort Church Order
from whlch have been removed all the

ian Reformed synods of the last thirty
years. -
In a report on the meeting of the
Alliance Nov. 16-18, 1993, we read:
“The Church Order of Dort should be
the point of departure for such an un-
dertaking, with special focus being
given to more carefully and explicitly
guarding against hierarchical abuses.”
From what | have written so far it
will be clear that this is a wrong ap-
proach. The Church Order of Dort does -
not give any opportunity for hierarchi-

had been freed. No, there was no ques-
tion about it that the Dort Church Or-
- der should continue to be the agreement
for restored ecclesiastical fellowship.
Thereby the peace and well-being
of the churches was served and pre-
served.
Coming to Canada, we brought
this Church Order along. We made no

| changes, except such as were manda-

tory with a view to the specific Cana-
dian situation and in regard of the

chang were contemplated or. madek

the Spirit of the Lord cah
‘rect way and renders one
| that way indeed. ‘

; " Calgary contamed the
~changed historical situation. No. other | te

cal abuse. Such abuse is possible only '
when the stlpulattons ofthls Chu ;h O >

mulate any stlpulatxon
abuse lmpOSSIble Hlerar

A report on a visit by




. ymeans'by which’ meanmgful fel-
lowshrp: betvvee

: formed church polity there 75 no place
 for submission to broader assemblies!
i In truly Reformed church polity
c ‘there is the obligation of the churches to
- accept the decisions of the broader as-
-~ semblies, because the churches have
* taken that obligation upon themselves

- _when entering intoafederation and

accepting the Dort Church Order.

- I am, therefore, also very much
afraid of any tendency into thee direction

further pointed outbyDr. Venema (tak-

. ing it that the report from which | quote

is accurate). I quote:
Dr. Venema did state, however, that
a federatlon consrstlng of formerly

Church Order prescrrbed not

beyond Biblical requirements.
~Some examples of Articles of the
Church Order that should perhaps |

‘be reconsidered include those per:
taining to a common Psalter or
Hymnal, a common Bible transla-
tion, days of commemoration
(Good Friday, Easter, etc.), and
terms of office. According to the
speaker; these are examples of mat-

ters perhaps best left in the control

of local councils.”

To these ideas I reply with a heartfelt:
//NO.//

I become a little suspicious when |
hear that a church order should “pre-
scribe nothing beyond Biblical require-
ments.” | heard these sounds before in
the history of the Church, and they nev-
er spelled much good. Remember
Scholte?

ministry, 'Conseque,

College!

Nowhere does S:rr

translation. Where then
erfind those artlcles?" -

way the Alliance should fo
totally up to them. But ther

“sions going on here and there and in

some instances there is the mutual con-
viction that a continued separate exis-

tence is impermissible. We canonlybe

thankful for that conviction and express
the wish that it may be reahzed ina
merger. -
The big question is, however on =
what basis? When there are Indepen-
dent Reformed churches of whatever




pnde and haughtr~
clearly Let us

tham, ON fruitful discussions continue between
¢ Reformed Church and the Canadian Reformed
h. They had another joint meeting with many members
the congregation ‘attending as well. Rev. Wieske sum-
‘marized it as follows: “From our side we stressed, that pro-
viding we both accept the Word of God as we confess that in
~ the Three Forms of Unity we ought to come to a federative
‘unity as soon as possible. Differences in emphasis may not
keep us apart but can be discussed within the boundaries of
,the confessions.”
oy From the side of the Free Reformed the desire was ex-
: ,:pressed to first get to know each other better by mteractmg
~ inmany joint endeavours. Rev. Wieske's response to this is
 that “if we agree on all that the confessions teach we may not
~continue on our separate ways. For the church belongs to
- Christ, not to men. And Christ prayed for the unity of all
true believers. A unity not based on knowing each other,

, OUId not be a matter of |
stubbornness or haughtiness but a ques-
tion of grateful acknowledging the pre-

the cathohc church ;
Nothlng eIse wnll do ‘

By C. Van Spronsen

nation. About the same time there was more: good news for: e
West Albany: the shire council approved the applrcatron for .
the construction of a churchbuilding. "

k ok %

The ”Bunbury Group” has now become the "Bunburyi i
Free Reformed Progress Association.” It is hoped by anum-.
ber of families living in Bunbury, Western Australia, thata
new congregation and school will be established in this city -
on the coast, South of Perth. Worship servrces are aI ready be- -
ing held in the Bunbury Hall. :

L

The “Family Post” of Atterchffe/Smltthe remmds its
readers to request an attestation well in time in order for the .
proper procedure to have time. “Make it a point not to .
till the last minute with your request. After all, you havetobe
on time to arrange everything with the real esta man cand

~ nevermind how important that is, but on knowing from each
~ other that we submit wholeheartedly to the teachmgs of the

iBrhie, as summ’ _zed in the Reformed Confessrons

a brother who resrgned as a member of
it voted to accept a strike clause was
s due. This was appealed and at a hear-
e opportunity to give an account.why

”"wed a

motion to mstruct the burldmg comm“

rr;fReformed churches do not agree
:he, verdlct was posmve so that thlsf

hantable orgamzatlon mstead En-
-our Jusnce system this § is. stlll p055|— :

work permxt” for |
is move to West-A!bany- :

with the hydro — why not with the request for,f
tion?” Agreel :

***'

the construction of the church burldmg‘ E Ui




‘Earf, th' year, C. W.R. F. was ap-
Tt erm volun-

e Jncaster gregatlon anda | B

student at Redeemer College, had a
chance to go to Ecuador with a medical
team to give much-needed aid to the
“people there. Marina, who hopes to
pursue a medical degree, needed to
raise approx. $2,000 to meet costs for
travel, /odglng and medical supplies.
C.RW.R.F. was able to help by match-

ing donations generously provided by |

people in Marina’s home congregation.
The experience was defmltely
~ worthwhile as you can read in the fol-
lowing article written by Marina on her
return.

MiSsion to ECuadbr
-~ On May 13, 1995 | left Canada with
a pedlatnaan from Toronto and a dental
surgeon from Oakuville, all three of us
~on our way to Ecuador. We had signed

masme«mbep&eﬁ&me&c& relief team-

rganization called
ns lnternatlonal

ical Missions

: vﬁediCal'téams of
nurses, pharmacists
1l and non-medical

untry health min- |
ns permmission to -
dor. Our teams

MMI med teams count on the MMl vis- |

Some local ch@ldren in front of a typica ho :

ical aid in the name of our Lord Jesus to
areas of great need or crisis all over the | va
world. Many of the people treated by |

its as thelr only source of medlcal care.




"Qr“x and the country’s: infant mortal-
;t; rate is the sixth mghest inthe Worid.
Naturaily, organizations such.as Med
ical Missions Intemmational try as much
2s possible to promote sme:‘degeme ce
in Ecuador. in addition to providi
medical relief hw, wWe were a%se
volved in theeducation of tu
ingoodhygiens andsanitatio
portant part of teaching g
habits. To place some valu
care we charged theequ
$ E.ES”L‘S. per erson fo

fleve from QHMJ
of the Andes mou
b(}o,dpd

‘a bus and travelled for two hours to |

Muisne: : S“’zaé,‘, DOOT h W m
%‘?8(3 3 W

govers a smal i am §0(: J;Ez:; where
three major rive iowmo down from

themountain con de*rv;,&*'"r‘t@ !

the ocean. Ourt

s gmmerm
, ihe 53% :

ihy
m?""f‘ 1 }’w g)vd deliver
s vouns mother.

wraged to take I
edivine by the puppet
Mering bed brog vm, along.
if the erocodile o
childr
suit. This ook o veal
t;’:’f“f‘*’* 3:”4;‘;5&?1,mge WS

into working wder‘ W@

“this time.




’ EE’H{:

ted for para-
ina for rovalnutri-
~'~’Esu§8 serinus
e of which we

: t?;cm eﬁore og:z@n
A m%ze:zer, were 1
ites a‘ed Ver: vitan
tion. Leee were o
seases, however,

;‘3#

refer to Quito and some of which we
~could do nothing about. These were
o very difficult for both the ﬁ@cmrs and

. for the pharmacists to deal with, since

- many conditions wot U J have been |

%Eaéiiy treatable in North Aun zzaa

- where patients have access to all the |
medzhaz ions available. The only med-

7

_ications we had were the supplies
which the members of our team had
brought with them not knowing where
the greatest needs might arise. in addi-

“tiony, the meds Ca{ e in| large crates wré ’

“we spent many funch breaks searc

fora certain dfug for which a %%se
- had been told to return in the afternoon.
We also ﬂad some %'é iculties

ng
U

“translator, since our team was short a
few translators. This is no small prob-
lern when vou haveto explain how
and when to take threeor four different
. medications 1o people w
the same sense of time (holirs
day) which Narth Americans have.
However, the Ecuadorians, having a

~ could treat, some of wh ich we had to |

with the |
language and our pharmacy had no |

ho don’t have |
of the |

goad sense of humour, were very pa- |
tient with-us and tried hard to under- |

{and sick w'ﬁné&
ier and having
‘news of ?nwu

h

ai “\u‘\

iﬁine
V.T. The mother was 16

ticner frfr‘r fm&fm who werk@ W
Inuit in the N.W.
years old and we were dehveﬁm her
first-child. She was in a ot of painand
we had difficulty communicating with
her because of our limited knowledge
of Spanish. She did not understand the
reason for her pain and was very fright-
ened. The Ecuadorian resident and
nurse who were with us couldn’t un-
demz’m what we asked them to tell
her, but we did the best we could. The
stetrician had gone back to his
0 35: ep for a few hours since the

| the

time fo delivery did not a appear 1o be |
ar. urravag ius i as Eh@ ba uy was |

§mn »ht saw

E‘x\:hm a miracle
\

iracie

3
-
o
]
)

§..

Much-needed denidi care |
soas lso given. Note the

facilities!

isne, ,imr? had her fi
: ﬂ;e z@umber L;h nda, e :
cuadorian mmme*u causes <o S
ns 23*(5" on m iife, Ofien reguir-
,mp( ssible 1o get.
itthy, smg;e h@m

§<?’C

~The ?mspé tal, a f

building was about twenty beds larg

contained a small storage closet, one
ﬂpe«atm room-and one recove
room. With the exception of OR and re-
covery, all the other rooms had win-
dows at ground lev ‘e§ whaci wete miss-
ing g an» anes and hadr screens.
M@sr of the rooms had six ‘wu': each
with no sheets or divi¢ §;ng curtdins for
privacy. Several times while making
rounds with the American obstetrician,
we would examine surgi ical wounds
and change bandages, only to turn
around and find the local men leaning
in at the windows to watch, Although
Ecuadorian people are very modest,
there was little privacy for the patients.
No ¢ w:{ia:m ms ng in the windows and
we had a hard time gatting the specta-
tors to leave.

The second week in Muisne, |
sisted in surgery and the recovery room

as-

~ as well as prepping patients for surgery.

Uu‘ ing the day off Monday, thad some
fficul lties with fainting dvee to dehy-
dration, bronchitis and heat stroke.
However, 6 L of rehvdration tluids and
a day in bed as well as some antibi-
otics quickly eliminated the problem
and | \é/as able to go back to wo{k We
prepared the patients for surgery, inject-
ed their pre-op anesthetic and accom-
pawd thern to the OR. After assistin 18

n the surgery, the patient was taken to
recovery where wua% signs were 'ew“d

B;fazihan nurse named rabfana, with
whom | had become good friends.
Between surgeries we had about
10-15 minutes to throw a bar of soap
infoar rusty ‘rrn of ¢ vater an(% scrub

; ;he next
{as many scrubs

e these were not well-
‘zed ?we o




_ there. It was d

‘Wednesday was our last day in

surgery and afterwe had finished | went
back to the clinic to help finish up
, &uli,,,t,o leave the smil-
~ ing, trusting people behind, their chil-
dren'who fo!lowed us everywhere and
 called out our names, the fathers who
 brought their babies and left with tears
- of gratitude running down their faces,
the women who came back again and

again with their children and the chil-
dren of their neighbours and relatives.
We could also see such a great need

surgerles, and 30 of the pa ents which
were referred for cardiology were able
to see the cardiologist in Quito. God
richly blessed our efforts and we offer
all our praise to Him for the work which
we were able to do ;




- Lwould be interested if the 'aUthér,

L. Van Popta, could respond to the
following question: “May I, or my Chil-
dren, Participate ina Performance of

;i.S Bach’s St. Matthew Passion?”

Yours truly,
Dr. B Janson

:Dear Echtor.

b apprecnated the article by Rev. J.L.
-VanPopta regarding Bible drama (Nov.
'31995), and | wonder if a few brief
_questions could be answered.
. First, can we conclude that drama
~ itself as a genre (a type of art or litera-
. ture) is neutral and thus acceptable
-and the Bible is one topic of drama to
be avoided?
- Moreover, how should we view the
use of d'amatlzmg of atext as it is read
“to us — for example, a heavy dose of
emphas;s in voice and the lively use of
_gestures by a teacher or minister as he
reads from Scripture? | trust that a dy-
namic, emphatic reading of God’s
Word does not classify as dramatization
of the text. Where do we draw the line?

~Yours in Him,
Ron de Haan

 The editor has received a number of

“dramatization of the iblical text. | have
Iso received some private mail about
that article. Each of these letters asks
different questions, testmg my thesis
at the boundarxes” ~in the gray areas,

o in Evangehsm?!

| school curriculum as a means for stu-
dents to understand the text by experi-

- tive- We can-also include background |

fietters concerning my article on the

k: :they permltted?”5
choirs sing St Matthew Passion,
in Egypt? What’

uestions as | pre- |

First of all, however, my artfcie was
directed against using Bible drama in -

encmg it, by re- ixvmg it. My argument is
against those who say that the revela-
tion of God is not Word but Event.
Modern biblical drama, used as a
teaching tool in Christian schools is, |
think, a product of this theological idea.
As Reformed confessors we should re-
ject that position.

Second, (though this might not sat- |

isfy all questions) perhaps we need to
make a distinction between retelling
and re-enacting. We always need to
retell the Story. That is what the LORD
instructs His people to do. In Deuteron-
omy 6:20 we can read, “In the future,
when your son asks you, ‘what is the
meaning of the stipulations, decrees
and Laws the LORD our God has com-
manded vou? Tell him: ‘we were slaves
in Egypt, but the Lord brought us out
by a mighty hand. Before our eyes the
LORD sent miraculous signs and won-
ders — great and terrible. . . " In other
words, tell and retell the Story. Tell the
children of the miraculous signs and
wonders that the LORD has done.

This tentative distinction between
retelling and re-enacting allows for
dramatic reading of the Biblical narra-

material in the Bible story and in

preaching, though we always need to |

be cautious.in how this is done. Many
Bible story books for children are inac-

curate and speculative, adding all sorts |

of material. The Bible story then be-
comes entertainment, not the msprred

account telling of the LORD's great re-
demptlve acts. We can retell the stary .
set to music in Messiah by Handel. The

Awould, however, reject th
theo, also for evangelism (Rece
Rev. D. Wyma ef the 1

‘ ,

Chnstlan'Renéwai onth

for pubiscatmﬁ to the edstcarfa: address.
se pub zshed may be edfteé for sfyie or ieng’{h

";than even the OPC Indee

words of the oratorio simply bemg
scripture set to music. (Even more ac- |
“curately than our rhymed versions of ]
_the Psalms and other passages Of scrip- |
| ture in the Book of Praisel)

: uhmiss;on and conc uded, | Jesus vide
: that I did not have clear and s:mpie an- | vi
- swers for all of them.

-same grounds as |
as ateachingtool) =

As for siEustfatsons in
boeks {have mixed feeling
ter. The answer to this ques
tainly tied to Q&A 98 of th
berg Catechism. This needs fu

study, owever %

Dear Edltﬂr

| read Rev. E. Kampen S review i

| the August 25 issue of Morton: H
Smith’s The Subscription Debate: The ‘
Studies in Presbyterian Polity with great -
interest. There are a few things that
should be noted to ciam‘y further the
“subscription debate.” '

First, since the Adoptmg Act of
1729, Presbyterianism has believed offi-
cially that members of the church ought
‘net-be- xequuaLo sggs‘gg‘bf‘, QL@?@N_
of subscnptlon, or bmdmg, to the con— ,
fessions in the Presbyterian world ap-
plies only to ministers and elders. In
fact, there is, in American Presbyterzaﬂ-
ism in general, a marked disagreement
with and, at times, even a disdain for
those who would require members to
believe the Reformed confess;ons asa.
necessary vow of membersh;p

Second, Rev. Kam‘pe

ger [
o the confess;ons ~ The:

‘ dispensatlonahsm to t
arminianrism and amyra
per-calviniism: The PCA|
ly evangelical and houses more




miusic for this assembly. They
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it this song has not been printed in our Book of Praise: Could this be done at a later printing?
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iance of Reformed churches
again in Lynwood, lllinois.
ing of the ARC was eagerly an-
d by many of the Independent
churches because of a strong desire to
federate on the baSIS of God'’s Word,

the Reformed Confessions and a Re-
formed Church Order. As this report
demonstrates, their eager anticipation
was not d:sappomted Mr. Peter Elzin-
ga chairman of the 1994 meetmg of
the ARC, opened the meeting in a Chris-

scription to which all the delegates gave
their assent by standing up. After the
meeting was declared constituted, El-
der Peter Moen was elected chalrman
and Rev. Edward J. Knott was elected
vice chairman. Rev. Jerome Julien re-
kmalned as stated clerk. Fifty-eight mem-
~ ber churches of the ARC were repre-
~ sented; most of them are independent
: fchurches while afew are still federated
~ with the CRC; one is the Canadian Re-
- formed Church at Chatsworth, Ontario.

- ed by their delegates or observers: Cana-
- dian Reformed churches, I’Eglise Réfor-
~mée du Quebec, Free Reformed
K hurch, GenerafAssocxatlon of Re-

, ed Congregatlonallsts Reformed
- Church in the United States, Reformed
: of and Reformed Pres-
eneral Assembly.
se churches were

Rev. R. Aasman
der who are on

ical Unity of the
hurches were pre-

ARC See be!ow
the very outset of :

pendent churches to

tian manner. He read the Form of Sub- |

MIbeiaanangGhurehes ‘were represent-—|-

uring the meet-
eputies for the Pro-

ceived the op= |

ere was a strong de- | :

come to a federation of churches. One
overture requested that Thursday, Nov.
16 be set aside for a meeting of all mem-
ber churches who wish to federate. Ac-
cordingly no schedule was adopted for
Thursday so that the possibility of such a
meeting might take place.

Missions report

The Missions Committee Report in-
formed the ARC that the Covenant
Christian Church of Wyoming, Ontario

hopes to begin a new work among im- |

 November 14 and 15, 1995 in Lynwood, Illinois

the Reformed Church in the United -
States. This Report and its acceptance
by the ARC demonstrates a clear desire
of the ARC to seek unity with other re-
formed churches. In the correspon-
dence with the Canadian Reformed
churches, the committee requested
clarification regarding what it means
when a Canadian Reformed consistory
recognizes an Independent Church as
a true church of Jesus Christ. The im-
plication of this basically comes down
to the question whether such recogni-

migrant peoples in the city of Toronto
and that Rev. Tony Zekveld has been
called to this evangelistic outreach min-
istry. Among the ARC churches there is
also a foreign mission work being car-
ried out by Rev. Ernie Langedoen who is
a missionary working in Honduras.

Office of deacon

A lengthy study committee report
on The Office of Deacon in the Church-
es was adopted unanimously. This Re-

the Church Order and Form for the Or-
dination of Elders and Deacons of the
Canadian Reformed churches. The Re-
port gives an excellent overview of the
concept, nature and authority, task and

ommended to the churches for further
study and implementation. It is also rec-

ered and implemented in connection

of Elders and Deacons

Church correspondenee

‘The Committee for Church,C

j kspondence reported on corresponde
received from and pursued
Canadlan Reformed churches
| rrstlan Reforme
estant Reformed

port- mentioned-that it borrows from— |

place of the deacon. This Report is rec-

ommended that this Report be consid- | continue the commi

with formulating and adopting both: I 1
“Church Order and Form for Ordmatlon

tion will lead to pulpit exchange, etc.
The ARC looks forward to a continua-
tion of correspondence with the Cana-
dian Reformed churches.

Liturgical forms

The Report from the thurgical
Forms Committee presented and rec-
ommended forms for Baptism, Lord’s.
Supper, Profession of Faith, Discipline,
Ordination and Installation, Marriage
and Subscnptlon The comm;ttee couldkk‘

are taken from the 1934 and 1957 ¢
tions of the Psalter Hymnal, with sor

raised about the Form f

tration of Holy Bapti
Report is not adopted

reference to




This means that churches

llible and inerrant Word as
3ummanzeri in either
~of Unity or the Westminster Standard
- ltshould be clear to thereader that m;v
is the constitution of the ARC which is
“an mgaﬁizatmﬁ to which different re-
formed and presbyterian churches may
be!a:mg Should the independent
‘churches federate, they would have to
f&ﬁ and adopt t?‘ear own constitution.

i Qhﬁmﬁ Order

On Wednesday morning, the ARC
~meeting began their discussion on the
Church Order Committee Report. First
the Foundational Principles of Reformed
» Church Government was adopted.
These are scripturally based principles
which act as a foundation to a Reformed
Church Order. The proposed church

order was then tabled. This proposed |

hurch order contains sixty-seven arti-

cles. Although some Cr‘a%es have been
mad this proposed church order
c%emanstrates a close affinity with the
traditional Church Order of Dort. After
some minor changes, this proposed
Church Order was adopted as a provi-
*sional church order, firthe discussion it
was indicated that such an adoption by
the ARC.is a bit of an anomaly. The
ARC is not a fedeération of churches and
cannct impose a church order on inde-
pendent churches who might subse-
quently federate. Thiswas well under-
- stood. However the ARC had mandated
a committee to draft a proposed church
order and this mandate was now ful-
Cfilled, What the ARCis doing by this
action is recomimending a basis for fed-
- eration. it would of course be up to a
federation of independent Churches
- whether they would want to make use
of the church order provisionally adopt-

ed by the ARC.,

Quite a number of overtures regard-
~ing the proposed church order were
~answered by the above decision. The

agenda of the ARC was completed by

- supper time, Now. 15, ltwas rmentioned
that there wourld be a meeting that same
evening of all independent churches
who wished to federate. The point was

- also raised whether there ‘would be
3 :my need for an ARC meeting next year
if the independent churches decided to

federate. It was notclear what the status |

of the ARC W@u}d be under such ci-
cumstances. Wauld it contiriise to func:
m,n asa {anfermm for chrurches of
d ferent fec derations? For the time being
he ARC would continue 10 rmeet and a
Tieeting was 3& mr MNov. 12 and 1

~’i

ARC must subscribe to |

: Three 5~ormr

The chairman closed the meeting
ina Cm:snm manner.
Coneclusion

The undersigned Canadian Re-
formed observers were struck by the
strong desire
the brothers at the ARC meeting. There
was evidence throughout the meeting
that there was a desire for the indepen-
dent churches to unite on the basis of
God’s Word, the Reformed Confessions
and a Church Order along the lines of
the Church ii)rdez" of Dort. As observers
we saw not only a unity among the ARC
brothers but we sensed a unity beiwee;n
them and us. Here were brothers who
want to remain true to the infallible
and inerrant Word of God, who love
the Reformed Confessions and recog-

nize the value of a Church Order. More- |

over-they desire unity with federations

vod's Word as summarized in our con-
f» sions: Jt &iw became manifest in the
many private d

of unity and peacé among -

discussions which the two
baerwr% had with delegates of t}:w

ARC during coffee breaks and meal
times that there was a genuine desire
to have good contact and discussions
with the Canadian Reformed churches.
May the prayer of our Lord Jesus Christ,
“that they may be one,” be fulfilled as

the Lord-continues to bless the endeav-

ours of the ARC. May this lead to a uni-

ty among faithful independent churches
and eventually with other faithful -

churches as well. .

R. Aasman

W. den Hollander

MEETING OF ,
INDEPENDENT CHURCHES
Immediately following the
meeting of the ARC

Nov. 15 and 16, 199 5in

- E;;yﬂwmﬁd, ﬁﬁmﬁ&
S«u‘ ~h as ourown who are also f%ithfu? to |

-

The consistories of ﬁzt Trinity Re-

| formed Church of Lethbridge, A 51){3&*%&,
of the (rthodox Reformed C hurch of

Wellandpor, Ontario and of the Beverly

puiky




Christian Reformed Church indepen-
dent of Wyoming, Michigan had re-
quested (via aletierof July 14, 1995) a
meeting of .all Independent Reformed

chmches who are committed to taking |

the necessary steps for the formation of
2 federatio
vitation-‘had been sent out on July 14,

1995 in connection with this. Approxi- |

mately forty-two independent churches
were represented at this meeting. The
undersigned who were present as cb-
serversto the ARC meeting naturally
stayed on for this meeting of the inde-
pendent chiurches. The ministers of the
three churches who calied for this meet-
ing served as executives of the meeting:
Rev. Edward |. Knott, chairman; Rev,
lelle Tuininga, vice chairman; and Rev.

1

i {,f churchesAcletter-of in-—-

£

congregations committed to the above
basis to join this provisional federation
arl the ultimate permanent organiza-
fion. The consistories of the Lethbridge,
Wellandport and Wyoming congrega-
tions were also commissioned to call a

~eC“m<:§ meeting withintwelve months

for the purpose of effecting a permanent
ecrﬁemmtmai organization.

On Thursday morning, it was de-
cided not to adopt a name for the fed-
eration at this point in time. However
in the interim situation, it would be
called The Fellowship of Uniting Re-
formed Churches in North America

Twenty-seven churches signed up to
join the new federation. Since others

were not autho ized oy their consisto-

i i
ri; ‘*(\‘ r T . *;*3' L give o

| -,thrszh Qmeg:;’ﬁa

‘ §e«:;e; ’**0*1, there w;é%

to bless this fledglin
year which lies al
come o a pe*m:«me
‘ganization. Inlocal s
xanadtan ‘erorr“u:d ( hmch’ﬂ

be ,ar;pm a‘ion '
for the basis of this federation. Th
w}om d greatly assist any future con- -
ts and discussions. May the Lord

b?egs the &mi acts between our church-

o federal and local evsﬁ and -
it lead t@ true ecumenical unityl’

R. Aasman
W. den Hollander

OBSERVER’S SPEECH AT
THE ALLIANCE OF
REFORMED CHURCHES

Esteamgd Emﬁza 3,

Already for a'number of years
deputies for ecclesiastical unity of the -
Canadian Reformed ’h“rch‘es are pre-
sent as official observers at your annual
Atliance meeting. By way of thése
much appreciated opportunitiss we
have become acguainted more and
more with vourasbrothers in'the.Lord
tesus Christ, andralso with you as as-
sembly, Alliance of Reformed churches.
Year after year we have e ‘p*‘ﬂgseg;_ QUi

Arthur ) Besstenan, clerk.

It was quickly decided by a unani-
mous vote o form.a provisional feder-
ation of chiurches, it was also decided:
“That this federation be based on God's
- Word as confessed in the Three Forms
of Unity (Heidelberg Catechism, Belgic
Confession and the Canons of [ Dordt)
and the 193 4 edition of the Church Or-
der of the | CRC 7 The matier of the
church order raised some discussion.

However sirige the churches wanted to
stay in *he tine of the Uhairch Order of
Dortwithout taking over the modern
;aé}a‘n s 0?‘ the ‘(;Eicfaf” 12‘{ waé‘, d;‘}dﬁéﬁd *{G

‘:'ev I e ?u'
o decided
Unb to u*é%ﬁer independent church
;,rea*ssunf*y Pl

‘:}s! irs

o8

s

ted at d Ox%‘l(f

to send invitas

Reformed churches have r
that for f‘pmctsc&‘ purposes and for rea-

decide give th
oppor tun*tyf uf s*si mid >amﬁry for con-
sistories to ioin and still be considered
a founding member,
ltisw azh deep gratitude o the Lord
that we ‘may see the independent
churches resist the spirit of indepen-
ée; ism and congregationalism, as well
s the templation o move away from
the Church Order of Dort because of
the suspicion that it may have an in-
herent predisposition 16 the type of hi-
erarc hv w’hi(:iﬂ has seized the CRC. /
fhe speect :
”E“aw i}eém in

recognize

of principle, it is good that t
de mmréf—m churches fed
"ﬁ“ma wm,i be conduci
elations w

2008

x’;‘;’aa?‘ ‘t0g

{ hearts: the unity of the C‘mrm of

vour mreeting
| sire f{}r @CCE

deen wa:z’; of vour wi g
receive us aﬁd to have us address you

oncerning the.matiers fh are fore-
mast on curmandate and de&re@ e

Lord jesus thst These r?*.c;x:e 0pp$f~
tunities have also given u fal
casicr e observe yvo
deliberations, and decis
i‘rz@ process o greater u
1§;gm{:e churches. As de
taken sinc ere de i




ra!,Synodu which

v. 1995 in Abbots-

ted the Deputies for

11 of Ecclesiastical Unity

express view to your churches,

ing “that the Canadian Re-

formed churches seek to be one with
all those who desire to be Church on the
basis of the Scriptures as confessed in
- the Three Forms of Unity.” Thanks to
these years of acquaintance with one
-another, the recognition of this unity in
the true faith led to the sincere desire to
see this expressed notonly in words but
~ also in deeds. By the power of the Holy
Spirit and-in continued submission un-
“der the yoke of Jesus Christ, we should
come to this act of cbedience and love

L fm the near future!

: As deputies for ecclesiastical unity
~ we could also share with General Syn-
od Abbotsford 1995 a survey- of all the
local contacts that have taken place
ing the past few years. We could re-

ort on combined r meetings for the pur-
uit of ecclesiastical unity, ministerial
rkshops for this purpose, also about

nt gathermgs of Iocal Counc;ls in

ing made in some
that combmed
f'mmssters be-

| process towards Unite

churches. Wlth joy

: progress m that dire

moving in this direction, strengtheni n

the proposed Church Order rathert an
weakening Dordt! Also the fa the
Committee for the study of t

dards made use of the results of studies
made by our Commlttee for Contact
with the OPC means a recognition for us -
of our mutual struggle for the pursuit of
the unity of the true faith! In regards to
your studies on the office of deacons

| and the designs of Liturgical Formsas -

well, we observe a growing acceptance

of one another. In this all we thankfully -

acknowledge that by the power of the

Holy Spirit past reservations and even

animosity of the flesh is makmg place

for unity in the Spirit! »
Indeed, may in this way of exp!o—

ration, acquaintance, and reco

our churches grow together t

unity of our churches with a

who desire this unity in obedi

km_,.ﬂc.gd’gWard the Confes: i

Forms of Unity and Westminster Stan— i

| Reformed Church Ord

the major part of Your‘

lon the establ:shmk of




vg this pastfiscal vear we col-
total of £$34,299.99! Avery sub-
tal increasessince fast year when we
llected . $28,799.63 irv 13" months.
; f\wr the years we have seen a very
steady increase in the contributions re-
cei ven% In 1989 wecollected $17,350.
The number ofc@néregataom participat-
ing has also risen sharply from 32 in
1989 to 42 duri
year we also received $3,290 from the
congregations of Ar mad.me, Bedfordale,

Byford, Kelmscottand Rockingham in |

Australia. VVe wereonce again the grate-
ful recipients of royalties from the sale of
ILPB books written by Prof.

T Selfes. Alfinall, =
many reasensfor
gratitude. A big 7 s
thank you A

this past year. This |

toall of vou, ’nduding, of course, Aus-
tralial ét is wonderfulthat at this time
hird of our students (6) have come

one-thi
to us from or via Assstmézax

Annual donation for the College

On the College evening we present-
principal with a g%ﬂéﬁe for
$25,000. Although we had thought last
year that we would make a special do-
nation of $25,000 for the 25th anniver-
sary year of the College, we decided to
maintain that amount. During the past
year we had few other expenses; the
only item besides books and periodicals
for which we provided funds was a
VTR at the cost of $§476.10. The VCR is
being used with profit
sessions.

ed the

in the sermon -

/a e

' College library

About 265 books were purchaset
[ during the past yean Thisisa more
curate count than last vear; it is now
done by computer, Almost $4,000 was
spent on periodicals. This puts the av-
erage cost of a book af about $75. The
declining value of the Canadian doHar
continues ¢ impact greatly on the pur-
chase of books and peri iodicals. With
the slight improvement in the foreign ex-
change rate purchases which had heer:
| put on hold for the past year can no
hopefully be made in this coming yea g

@ :)

Need for expansion

| Some of the funds remaining aﬁez
our pé@dge of $25,000 for books am“g:;gu
riodicats will be kept in reserve for any
other items which may be requested
| during the coming year. The remaining
- funds will be deﬁigr!ai@d for expansion..
With a growing student body and a
growing library collection expansion is
very much a living issue at the College.
We guote from the Library Report dated
Apni 20, 19957 ,
The physical library tac;astv has
been altered substantially. The front
atform was removed ﬁ},@ entire

library was cleaned and thercthe fi-
hrary could be iﬁarrang;d Twe
ranges were extended, and 24 new
steel bookcases have been added.
This aliowad for the reintegration

! of the periodical méiewaﬂ mtafhe

library andthe >h ing or spac
out of books to alleviate space pro
leras in certain areas, Mow that th
ha b@en done, the library can a‘t
st ; Ecy;e mm&eﬁtwe b"{}itf es.
it h&—mmv aﬁ" us
n

’ ‘f,




rme we have a short term mvestment of

ast year we had a surplus of $9,000.
50 we have madea very good start to
“making a substant;ai contribution to-
“wards expansion. In 1985 when the
 College moved 1o their present facilities
we made a contnbutton of $125,000.

© Wouldn't it be niceto surprise the Col-
~ lege community once again with a sim-
- ilar large donation from the sisters of the

church? Please do keep this in mind

- when you give yourdonation for the
. Women’s Savings Action!
Tax receipts ‘

During this past year many tax re-
ceipts could again be given out; we are
very thankful that we do receive so

‘many donations of $10.00 and more.
We have set a minimum limit of $10.00

- because of the costs involved in the

prmtmg and mallmg of recelpts

~ Sincere appreciation

The College community repeatedly
expresses their sincere appreciation for
‘the work of the Women's Savings Ac-
tion. Be assured that the contribution of

 the Women’s Savings Action for the li-
i brary of the Theoiogxcal College is never

taken for granted. We are grateful for the
- willingness of the 1 representattves and all
those who assist them to collect and

- - count the funds every year again. Also

“heartfelt thanks to all of you for your

“donations. And if perchance you did not
~ make a donation . .. remember we do
value every contnbutxon whether large
or sma it Just think how even $10.00
er year — not even §1 .00 per month -
romevery address would even add up!)
That is how the Women's Savings Ac-
nstarted many small amounts com-
e ke one big amount
aprwﬂege to be part

'30 000 des;gnated forexpans:on This | ; ey

. ‘642 Ramsgaté Road

Burhngton, ON
L7N 2Y1

;~(9Q5') 634-0593




was orn m the town of Be’[hfehem Even

. These men sawa star, bnght and beautiful, in the east.
; They thought that since it was so beautiful, it had to mean
something speual had happened

- These men were wise men, the Bible tells us. They
knew of a prophecy, that a Great King would be born in
Judea. So they came o Jerusalem, but they couldn’t find the
~young king.

o Finally, aﬁer askmg even King Herod, they were told to
- look in Bethylehem: There they found the chlld Jesus, and His
S mother Mary.

‘Even though there was nothing special in His looks,
:th'ey believed thatHewas a King. They worshipped Him and
- gave Him presents,

. Today, we know that the One who was once a child in
* Bethlehem, is nowour Lord in Heaven. He is reigning there
~asour King!

T%a!l vdu Busy”%lBeavers who have“%a blrthday in jan-
Flg oty gratulatton‘*%‘ ; B B

{ May -you havéa w%derful day,
year blessel by avep Lyﬁ,fathe /g

Remember that new Bible Puzzle fro

BIBLE PUZZLE

coup!e Of 3

months ago? Here's another one. (Answers atend of co!umn} :

[+]1.
+]2.

T I T Y B 1 B O B 1 R
LC‘OQ\I@UI-&EJ@

Cmﬁy Beues
Robi Bosscheri
ManaﬁWieren
Jenifer %ﬁ@

Marian Vander ‘
Alisha Hu&'ﬂme! '
Corine Heerrd 5"?@”
Kayhe Raap !

Erin Kotte%enberg
Brian DeGelder
Denise Vis

Jessica Vis

. Therefore you also must be

. Research Gwe us each day our .
(Luke 11 3)

. Research: Adam 5 wxfe (Gene51s

Research: Created on smth day {Genesns 1:
Answer: o o
Research Who cut off the ear of the ngh Pr)est s{‘
servant? (John 18:26) :

Answer:

7;>¢ :

Research All people should do thls (Acts 28 38)
Answer:

Jumble Word: __

Research: Old Testament man of God (2 ngs 2: 19}
Answer:

Research: Son of Noah. (Genesis 7:13)
Answer:
Jumble Word: __ ____

Research: Son of Pethuel er 1 1)
ANSWEF: Lo ‘ S

Jjumble Ward _______

Research: Persecutor of believers. (Acts 9 1) :
Answer:
jumble Word:

Research: God is
Answer:

Jumble Word:

., forthe Son
of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect
(Matthew 24:44) :

Answer:

breadi;_

starts thh the | etter L Gaiatxans 5 25) o
Answer:
jumble Word

Answer:__
Jumble Word
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TRUE-FALSE CHRISTMAS QUIZ.
Do you know which statements are true of false, |
about Christmas? Check the texts before you check your |

answers!

True or False

1. Maryand joseph travelled by don-
key to Bethlehem, Luke 2:3-5.

2. Jesuswas laidd in a manger, Luke 2:7.
3 The catle kept Mary and Joseph

[ -
company in the stable, Luke 2:7.

4. Theshepherds were told to follow a

I —
star, Luke 2:11-12.

5. Angels told the éhepherds of Jesus’ |
birth, Luke 2-1T. |

6. Three Wise Men visited Jesus,
Maithew 2:1.

7 The Wise Men found jesus in a
house, Matthew 2:11.

8. Theangels sang, “Gloryto God inthe

Highest,” Luke 2:1 3-14.
9. The Wise Men were kings who rode
on camels, Matthew, 2:1,2.

10. Herod wanted to find Jesus to wor- |
ship Him, Matthew, 2:8,12.

o 11. TheWise Men presented gifts of gold,
' frankincense, and myrrh, Matthew

2:11.

(see answers)
; by Busy Beaver Kimberly Tuininga =
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by Tamara VanLeeuwen

On Christmas Day
Jesus was born.

When He grew up

someone put on His

head

We thank you Lord
Jor the one who is
your Son,
‘who tooR our sins
away.
For the one who was
born on Christmas

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
by busy Beaver Danielle de]ong

Happy holzdays to all of you
Around the world.
Praise God’s Name

Praise His Son
You people of the earth

Now let us not forget

Even if it is time to
celebrate,

We are Christians.

You people of the eart
Even little chfild'ren:* g
All year round we
‘ Sh‘ UId prazse Gic




- True-False Christmas Quiz

. -UBW },UBie B[ITED BsfE ¢ ‘SNU) "7 ‘PJO} 10U BIB oM [BS[e) " |

brothers? What kmd of farm dlo you live on? You sure have
~a lot of fri dS‘,,What kinds of things do you do together?
~ Bye, Rianne.

Hi, Rebecca Bethlehenr. Thanks for sending in the word
search puzzle. Whenisyour birthday? I need to know this so
I'can put your name onthe birthday list. What kind of fam-
ily do you have? Bye, Rebecca.

| Hjeré are the answers for the Bible Puzzle:
2 sdepsjumouun vV pLY el

CRAR 7L BALTY L Aired O L ‘Apeay 6 ‘snojeaf g ‘jnes
7L '190[ "9 ‘W YS "¢ eystT T luadey ¢ U9IRd 7 UBW "

QMUY L WY [§1] O pajUEM
__PoJsH ‘Ss[e) "O [ 'p|o11oU AR om Bsje) 6 ‘ana) g ‘any '/
uam8 s Jequanu oufesiey t 9 ‘Slp8ue Jou ;aSue e asw; g
“IBIS 9UI MOJ|OF O} Po 9IS LB S5IAA BY1 ‘BS[E) ¢ ‘pauon

.................

Dear Busy Beavers,

I wish you a very blessed Christmas season cele-
brating the birth of our Saviour.
o Love to you all,

Aunt Betty

Aunt Betty
¢/o the Busy Beaver Club

Premier Printing Lid.
One Beghin Avenue, Winnipeg, MB R2] 3X5







