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“The Vitality of Reformed Theology”

By J. Geertsema

The Conference

“The Vitality of Reformed Theology” — this was the motto
given to an international conference of Reformed theologians,
professors and ministers. The conference was held June 20-
24, in Noordwijkerhout, the Netherlands. It was organized
by two theological universities, the one of our sister churches
in Kampen and the other of the Christelijke Gereformeerde

churches (in North America, the Free Reformed) in Apel-
lsawith-the Reformed Scientific So-

is, the reflection in the New Testament about the great works
of God in Christ Jesus. By using the term “biblical theology,”
he said, we can express the connection of our theologizing
with the “theology” that we find in the New Testament. For
instance, in the epistle to the Hebrews, we also have the re-
sult of a reflecting on God’s work in Christ Jesus. In my
opinion, it is better to maintain the word “revelation” for
what we have in the Scriptures, while using the words “the-
ology” and “dogmatics” for our study of and reflection on
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ciety (Gereformeerd Wetenschapelijk Genootschap). Approx-
imately one hundred and forty theologians attended the whole
or part of the conference. They came from all five continents,
quite a few from Africa, many white, some black; a few from
North America, one from South America: Brazil; quite a few
from Asia: India, Indonesia, Japan, Korea; one from Australia,
many from Europe: Belgium, England, France, Germany, even
from Russia, but- most came from the Netherlands. It was
thought proper that our College in Hamilton should also be
represented at this conference.

The conference was opened by Prof. Dr. K. Veling of
Kampen/ lecturer in phllosophy, who came up with the idea
of
the term “Reformed theology” is determined by the Reformed
confession and that this confession has not lost its importance
for our modern day and age. The present international con-
ference was organized to make this evident. The meetings
consisted of four plenary sessions with a main speaker and a
respondent, and of some twenty workshops held in three time
slots. About these workshops | shall not elaborate even
though many dealt with very interesting topics.

The four main speakers

The main speaker was Prof. Dr. R.B. Gaffin of Westmin-
ster Seminary in Philadelphia, U.S.A. In his speech, “The Vi-
tality of Reformed Dogmatics,” he pointed out that Reformed
Dogmatics has vitality because it is based on exegesis of
Scripture. Scripture itself is not a dogmatic handbook pre-
senting us with dogmatic truths, but it is a historic book that
gives us God's revelation in a redemptive historic frame-
work. Gaffin is here in line with Gerardus Vos, who became
professor at Princeton about a century ago. Dr. Gaffin views
dogmatics as closely linked to a systematic exposition of
the teachings of God’s Word, rather than being a systemat-
ic, scholarly exposition of the dogmas, the confessional
statements, of the church. In the discussion Prof. H.M.
Ohmann referred to the definition of Dr. K. Schilder who
viewed dogmatics as “that branch of theology which deals
with the dogmata of the church. lts task is to study these
dogmata and the questions surrounding them in their his-
torical development, and also put them in an ordered and
unified (samenhangend) system.”? For Dr. Gaffin, dogmat-
ics comes close to what is often called biblical theology, that
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the revelation of God. We can appreciate Dr. Gaffin’s pur-

pose in stressing that Scripture is the basis for dogmatics or
“systematic theology.” Scripture is not there to confirm our
dogmatic statements, but it is the norm and must correct us
in all our thinking, including our theological reasoning.

Prof. Dr. J.W. Maris of Apeldoorn stressed the necessity
of faith for our dogmatic endeavors. In dogmatics we use our
reasoning about the things God has revealed. Our human
reasoning can only then remain on the right track when it is
a reasoning in faith.

The second main speaker was Prof. Dr. . van Bruggen of
Kampen. He spoke on “The authority of Scripture as a prereg-

knowledge of God and is the norm for doctrine and life, also
for theology. This authority can be undermined to the left by
modern liberal Bible criticism. It can also become rigid to the
right by a biblicistic reading of Scripture. In this respect Van
Bruggen mentioned the old terms from dogmatics “sola Scrip-
tura” (Scripture alone), “mechanic inspiration” (the human
authors of the Bible wrote mechanically down what God dic-
tated them, without their own active involvement) and “ver-
bal inspiration” (every word is inspired and full of meaning).
He said that these terms do not adequately express what we
mean with inspiration. Scripture shows the activity of many hu-
man authors. They thought about things. They did their own in-
vestigating. A key word in a sentence has more weight than
other words such as the conjunction “and.” And the term “sola
Scriptura” (Scripture alone) is a weapon of defense used in the
days of the Reformation against Rome, but it is not adequate
as a weapon of attack. He also emphasized that it is absolute-
ly necessary that the theologian must humbly bow before
God's Word and accept it in faith.

The respondent, Prof. Dr. P. Wells of Aix-en-Provence, in
France, wanted to maintain the “sola Scriptura” as vital for our
struggle to remain Reformed over against modern denial of
both the authority of Scripture and of the godhead of Christ.

The third main speaker was Prof. Dr. W.D. Jonker of Stel-
lenbosch in South Africa. His address dealt with “Reformed
theology and the identity of the Christian congregation.” He
emphasized the close connection between Reformed theology
and the members of the congregation. Theology is not there for
its own sake. It has to serve the church and aid it in under-
standing what God’s Word teaches. In this way it also helps the

" Scripture is the channel forour
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from the sins of other people, but it does not preach the de-
liverance from one’s own sins and guilt and lost condition
before God through Christ’s death at the cross. My black col-
league from Africa said that the congregations hear such lib-
eration theologians and conclude that their message is not in
accordance with the teaching of God's Word. Therefore they
reject these men and their message.

A minister from Indonesia, member of a Reformed
church established years ago already through Dutch mission
work, saw indifference and liberalism in his churches while
charismatic churches were growing. With others he decid-
ed to preach again the doctrines of Scripture as confessed
in the Three Forms of Unity both to the Reformed people and
to those outside. Thus, they proclaimed also the doctrine of
God's grace as expressed with the term “predestination.” He
formulated the question: Being so rich with our Reformed
heritage, what do we do with it in the church and in the
world? He was disappointed that this question received so
little attention at the conference.

Conclusion

Do these testimonies show that, in general, the gospel is
well received the Third World but no longer accepted in
the Western world? Will the church of the Lord grown and
flourish in Africa and Asia but die out in western Europe
and North America? Will God’s grace build His church in
the eastern world and will His anger rest on the western na-
tions? More than once it went through my mind: are we as
Reformed churches in Canada and the United States strug-
gling hard to remain faithful and enthusiastic in the service
of Christ according to his Word? Shall Christ, when He
comes, find faith, true dedicated and committed faith, in
our hearts and life? Do we know and live by the Scriptures
as God's infallible Word in thankfu! love for Him and in or-
der to show His light to the world around us?

Christ spoke a grave warning to the people of God’s
covenant, the church of the LORD, in the days He was on
earth. He said, seeing the simple faith of a centurion, “With
no one in Israel have | found such a great faith. [ tell you,
many from east and west will come and sit at table with Abra-

A minister from Germany said that for German Reformed
Christians the religious climate has become very difficult.
Testifying of one’s faith that the Bible is God’s Word and is
the truth, is not accepted anymore in the broader Christian
world. It is rejected as fundamentalism, a fanaticism, like
that of Khomeini in Iran. This picture is quite common for
the West.

ham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, while the
sons of the kingdom will be thrown into the outer darkness;
there men will weep and gnash their teeth” (Mat. 8:10-12).
Does Christ Jesus find the faith with us? It remains im-
portant to examine ourselves,
See J. De Jong, Accomodatio Dei - a theme in K. Schilder’s
Theology of Revelation, Kampen: Mondis, 1990, p. 65

By C. Trimp

Dr. C. Trimp is Professor of Diaco-
niology, emeritus at the Theological
University in Kampen. This article orig-
inally appeared in De Reformatie, 77
September 1993 and has been trans-
lated by Mrs. C. Meliefste, Coaldale.

Our Belgic Confession of 1561 de-
votes six of its 37 articles to the church
(arts. 27-32). This great deal of attention
is the result of the radical reorientation
to which the churches of the Reforma-
tion were called after their split from the
papal system. The Reformed churches
are still examining their own character,
calling, and place in this world. This
does not plead against, but rather for
these churches. For obvious reasons,
also the Belgic Confession plays an im-
portant role in this examination.

Sometimes one can hear the remark
that the wording of the Belgic Confes-
sion is too obscure and insufficient for
us, especially when considering the
problems that we are confronted with in

328

today’s day and age. Some advocate a
replacement, others an expansion of the
confessional language which has been
handed down, and still others look for
improvements by way of corrections
and modernizations. Meanwhile, the
impression is repeatedly given that the
conversation gets entangled and stuck
in “repetitious moves.” It is against this
background that the upcoming four ar-
ticles are written. They ask our attention
for issues surrounding the doctrine con-
cerning the church. In due time, we
hope to have an opportunity to publish
a follow-up series. The following four
articles have as their only intention to
“read what it says.”

The church is a congregation of
“Believers”

The first two sentences of B.C. Ar-
ticle 27 give a description of the char-
acter and the essence of the church.
Together they form a kind of “defini-

tion.” The Heidelberg Catechism di-
rects the attention of our faith in answer
54 to the continual activity of Christ in
the gathering, defending and preserv-
ing of his church. The Belgic Confes-
sion, however, chooses a different an-
gle. Both approaches have their own
rightful place. Together they give us
wonderful support in our reflection on
and our confession of the “catholic” (or
“universal”) church. In this article we
want to consider the contents of the
second sentence of article 27.

Our confession emphatically calls
attention to the fact that the church is a
congregation of “believers” — people
who have received the “true faith” from
the Holy Spirit. The church is charac-
terized by the presence of these peo-
ple. The fact that there are office bearers
is not the decisive mark of the church.
Neither does the fact that there is
preaching prove the presence of the
church. Article 27 asks attention for



inother fact: faith is found on earth. The
Sospel of Christ is preached and be-
ieved. This is the message which Guido
le Brés wants to pass on to us. Thus he
summarizes the instruction which he has
-eceived from Scripture by means of
_uther, Melanchthon, and Calvin.’
Earlier already, De Brés had written
about the character of this (true) faith.
After he had put into words the great
work of Christ’s sacrifice for us (atone-
ment by means of satisfaction) in B.C.
article 21, he wrote in article 22: “We
believe that, in order that we may obtain
the true knowledge of this great mystery,
the Holy Spirit kindles in our hearts a
true faith.” Kindling true faith for the
sake of true knowledge — that is typical-
ly the work of the Holy Spirit. Refer-
ence is made to 1 Cor. 2:12: “Now we

struggle of the Spirit against the “flesh”
which remains in the believer?

It is the language of baptism which
echoes in all these beautiful words. No
one becomes a member of the church
without having this language passed on
to him. Article 34 explains this by way
of striking expressions. Anyone who
pays careful attention to these descrip-
tions of the believers — the members of
the church - finds out now already what
kind of preaching is the distinguishing
mark of the church of Christ: that of com-
plete salvation in Christ alone. Wherev-
er this preaching is not found the Holy
Spirit is resisted and grieved. For the Spir-
it of Christ wants to work faith in Christ,
the only Redeemer, through the procla-
mation, and He wants to guarantee this
preaching through baptism. Only in this

boundary line is drawn against heresy
and apparent piety (hypocrisy). The
Bible warns us extensively against this
reality of lie and appearance. In this, the
forging labors of the great adversary of
the one Redeemer are manifested. There
is true prophecy and pseudo-prophecy.
There are true apostles and apparent
apostles. There are true brothers and
false brothers. In the same manner, there
is also true religion and false religion,
true repentance and apparent repen-
tance, just as the reality of true Christians
and false Christians. Someone who over-
looks this does not know the real situa-
tion in the church and the world; and
neither does he know himself?

The confessions make remarkable
use of this kind of terminology because
they apparently want to accentuate the

have received not the spirit of the world,
but the Spirit which is from God, that we
might understand the gifts bestowed on
us by God” (cf. also Eph. 1:17-18).

Where does this emphasis on “faith”
come from? The answer is not difficult:
“faith” is the bond of love with Christ.
Article 22 words it as follows: “This faith
embraces Jesus Christ with all His mer-
its, makes Him our own, and does not
seek anything besides Him.” Beautiful
language is spoken here: it is the lan-
liever is someone who possesses (has)
Jesus Christ and who, in him, has com-
plete salvation. For faith is the means by
which we embrace Christ, our righteous-
ness, and which keeps us with Him in
communion of all His treasures and gifts.
This true faith makes us into different,
new people, and it makes us live a new
life (“regeneration”) — as the beginning
of article 24 puts it.

With this language in mind, we lis-
ten to the beginning of article 27. It is the
gospel of justification through the blood
of Christ and of sanctification through the
Spirit of Christ, which called the church
members into being and which typifies
their lives. Article 27 states this emphati-
cally: believers “who expect their entire
salvation in Jesus Christ, are washed in
His blood, and are sanctified and sealed
by the Holy Spirit.” The life of the be-
lievers is determined completely by their
communion with Christ. They expect
their complete salvation from Him, be-
cause that complete salvation is in Him.
The blood of Christ has purified them and
has delivered them from the dominion
of sin, and the Spirit of Christ makes their
lives new. He grants them the assurance
of faith and guarantees the crown in the

waycan-the church-be-a-matter-of
“union with Christ.”

“True” believers

It is striking that our confession
speaks distinctly about “true” knowl-
edge, “true” faith, and “true” believers.
In article 29 it places similar accents
when dealing with the “true” church.
Many have become somewhat allergic
to this expression, “true” church. They
hear in this the cry of a self-confident,
self-sufficient Christian. “True” is then

“understood as “perfect” A true” be-

liever would consequently denote a
“perfect” believer. However, the ac-
knowledgement of the faultiness of the
believer is part of the very contents of the
true faith. We confess this, for example,
in the Heidelberg Catechism (answers
114-115), in the form for the celebra-
tion of the Lord’s Supper, and also in the
Belgic Confession. One of the marks of
the Christians who belong to the (true)
church is that they fight against their
great weakness by the Spirit all the days
of their life. We confess this in article
29. “True” believers, therefore, does not
mean “perfect” believers. Rather, it
means that the people mentioned here
may call themselves “believers,” and
when they indeed do call themselves
“believers” they do not do this wrongly.

It is a good thing to thrash out the
word “true” already in connection with
article 27. The question cannot be avoid-
ed: why does it so emphatically refer to
“true” believers? And why did article 22
speak of “true” knowledge and “true”
faith? There is a simple reason for this:
in this world one must take into account
the reality of forgery and appearance.
Apparently one also comes across pseu-
do-faith, which is sold as “true” faith. A

1iy H 4
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article 9 we read about the doctrine of
the Holy Trinity that it “has always been
maintained and preserved in the true
church since the time of the apostles to
this very day, over against Jews, Muslims,
and against false Christians and
heretics . . . .” And the catechism con-
stantly speaks of “true faith” and “true
repentance” (see answers 20, 21, 53, 54,
60, 64, 84, 91, and question 88; cf. also
how the Canons of Dort speak of “true
believers” in v.12 and 15).

~ The-authors had in miind the terribfe —

consequences of forgery, and they warn
the church members against this. Church
members must confess their faith in a
world in which Satan wages his battle
against God and his Ancinted. Thatis the
dangerous environment of the church
according to Rev. 12 and 13, for in-
stance. Qur fathers in the sixteenth cen-
tury knew only too well the power of im-
itation and the sly game of the devil.
They would not let themselves be misled
as naive children by fine sounding words
and pious gestures. They were very im-
pressed by the fact that God’s enemy
had sown weeds among the wheat. They
also knew that wolves could penetrate
into the sheepfold of Christ; yes, that they
could come from their own midst (Acts
20:29-30; 2 Pet. 2:1).

When the phrase “frue believers” is
so emphatically used, this is by no
means meant as a self-recommenda-
tion. On the contrary, it is an expression
of a realistic estimation of the miracle of
faith and of the power of forgery.

“Holy congregation”

The church of Christ is where “true
believers” are found. But according to
the old words of the Apostles’ Creed
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this church of Christ is a “communion”:
the communion of saints. It is nota
collection of believing individuals, but

a body: every believer is a member of

that body, and apart from it a member
simply cannot exist.

We just saw that faith is a bond of
Jove with Christ. “Faith” and “church”
cannot be conceived of outside this
communion with Christ. Believers have
everything in him and expect everything
from him. This “union” with Chrrist nat-
urally involves the “communion” of the
believers. A person would have 1o tear
to pieces the work of the Holy Spirit if he
wanted to accept the one thing but not
the other. Also in this “congregation” or
“communion” we are faced with the
work of the Holy Spirit. That is why it is
called a “holy congregation,” with ref-

described in all kinds of ways. Reformed
people in our country may be thankful
for this description in article 27. Would
it be possible to come up with a clearer
description than this one: the church of
Christ is the holy communion of the true
believers, who find and expect their
complete salvation in and from Christ?

Augsburg Confession of 1530, it says in ar-
ticle 8: the church is properly the congrega-
tion of saints and true believers. Calvin
writes: “Wherever we see the Word of God
purely preached and heard, and the sacra-
ments administered according to Christ’s
institution, there, it is not to be doubted, a
church of God exists.” “For the Lord
nowhere recognizes any temple as His save
where His Word is heard and scrupulously
observed” {Institutes 1V.1.9; 1V.ii.3).

*Also here, the author of the B.C. proves to

| heritance of eternal life but also to partici-
pate in one God and Chirist” (Inst. IV.1.2).
*We must also ook at the Biblical back-
ground of these words of the confession. In
this connection (“true” and “false”), we
mention the following texts:

brothers: Gal 2:4; 2 Cor 11:29;

apostles: 2 Cor 11:13; Rev 2:2;

teachers: 2 Pet 2:1; cf. also 1 Tim 4:2;
witnesses: 1 Cor 15:15; Matt 15:19; 26:59;
Mark 14:56;

prophets: Matt 7:15; 24:71; Acts 13:6; 1
john 4:1; Rev 16:19; 19:20; 20:10;

Christ: Matt 24:24; Mark 13:22.

*Cf. B. Gassmann, Ecclesia reformata: Die
Kirche in den reformierten Bekenntniss-
chriften (Freiburg, 1968), p. 409.

*We therefore do not accept the strong ac-
cents which K. Schilder has placed on “con-
gregatio” and “coetus,” on the basis of the
Latin translation of the BC. We agree with
Schilder with regard to the matter itself

—erenceto;for exampte; £ph. 4:3-6-This

union and communion are presented
most beautifully in the celebration of the
Lord’s Supper. This is where all church
activities — by office bearers and church
members — find their origin and where
they are purified and renewed.”

Thus, this one sentence of article 27
alludes to the preaching, to baptism,
and to the Lord’s Supper of the church of
Christ. This observation opens our eyes
to the fullness of expression, of which
the author of our confession appeared

be a good student of Calvin, as the following
two quotations may illustrate:

“Now we shall possess a right definition of
faith if we call it a firm and certain knowl-
edge of God’s benevolence toward us,
founded upon the truth of the freely given
promise in Christ, both revealed to our minds
and sealed upon our hearts” (Inst. 1LiL.7).
“But all the elect are so united in Christ that
as they are dependent on one Head, they
also grow together into one body, being
joined and knit together as are the limbs of
a body. They are made truly one since they
five together in one faith, hope, and love,

(Christ's activity in the “congregatio; ourre=—
sponsibility in the “coetus”). But from the
viewpoint of interpretation we have to no-
tice an over-emphasis which is not borne
out by word choice and denotation. In the
writings of the sixteenth century, “congre-
gatio” is synonymous with “communio.” Cf.
J. Faber, Essays in Reformed Doctrine (Neer-
landia: Inheritance, 1990), p. 107; E.AW.
Mouissie, “Het onderscheid tussen ‘coetus’
and ‘congregatio’ bij prof. dr. K. Schilder:
Een symbolisch-dogmatisch onderzoek,”
M.Th. Thesis Theologische Universiteit,
Broederweg 15, Kampen, 1982; E. Kinder,

T ¢apable Tri the Reformad confessions

of the sixteenth century, the church is

and in the same Spirit of God. For they
have been called not only into the same in-

Derevangelische Glaube und die Kirche
(Berlin, 1960), 2A, 80ff, :

REMEMBER YOUR CREATOR

By G.Ph. van Popta

Designer Religion

Canadian are a very “religious” peo-
ple. When the apostle Paul addressed the
men of Athens after having seen the
many idols, temples and altars through-
out the city, he said: “Men of Athens, |
perceive that in every way you are very
religious.” If Paul were to go over the data
found on a recent Canadian census, he
would say: “People of Canada, | perceive
that in every way you are very religious.”

This census reports that 88 percent
of Canadians have ties to either the Ro-
man Catholic church or to a Protestant
church. When it comes to filling in cen-
sus data, few Canadians want to say

330

that they are godless pagans. Almost 9
out of 10 Canadians claim to be Chris-
tians. Yet only 23 percent of Canadians
attend religious services on a weekly
basis. When it comes to the youth of
Canada, the statistics are even more dis-
mal. While 80 percent of teenagers
continue to identify with the Roman
Catholic or a Protestant church, only 18
percent are weekly attendees.

What's wrong?

Although most Canadians claim a
bond with some church, few attend
weekly services. Why is that? Because

Canada has become a nation of people
who live in sin against the second com-
mandment. In the second command-
ment the Lorp God taught us how we
are to worship Him. We are not to wor-
ship God by way of a graven image of
any sort. As we say in our catechism:
The second commandment requires
that we not make an image of God in
any way, and that we not worship Him
in any other manner than He has com-
manded in His Word (Lord’s Day 35).
God has told us how He would have
us obey the second commandment. We

are to gather together on the day of rest



“to submit to the preaching of the Word

ligion: “I believe in God and [ pray, but

Later, King Jeroboam institutional-
ized designer religion in Israel. There
was a civil war in Israel. Rehoboam,
Solomon’s son was king in Jerusalem
over the southern part; Jeroboam was
king over the ten northern tribes. He did
not want his subjects worshipping God
at the temple in Jerusalem. He was
scared that Rehoboam might win them
over. So Jeroboam set up a golden calf
in a sanctuary in Dan, and another in
Bethel — one in the north of his kingdom
and one in the south. This way his peo-
ple would not need to go to Jerusalem
to worship the Lorp: “Attend the
church of your choice; just don’t go to
Jerusalem.” Jeroboam was not intro-
ducing the worship of other gods. He
said that the people could worship the
God of their fathers who had delivered

of God because God is not a silent God
but a speaking God. People who claim
to be Christians but have no use for at-
tending Sunday services to be taught
by the living preaching of God’s Word
have fashioned God into an image
which cannot speak.

Reginald Bibby, in his book, Teen
Trends: A Nation in Motion (1982), re-
ports that although most Canadian
youth have little use for organized reli-
gion, they have some interest in God
(or gods) and things spiritual. He has in-

'don’t have to go to church.”
I'll do it my way

Designer religion is nothing new.
It's as old at Mt. Sinai. When Moses was
taking rather long in meeting with God
on Mt. Sinai, the people got impatient.
They told Aaron to make gods who
would go before them, because they
did not know what had become of
Moses. Aaron collected all the peo-
ple’s gold and made a golden calf. The
people then began to worship it as the

terviewed teenagers who have said

things like:

e | believe in God, but | don’t think |
have to go to church to prove it. —a
grade 12 student from Toronto

e | am a non-practising Catholic, but
| am interested in spirituality. — a
17-year old male from St. Georges,
PQ

e | don’t go to church, but | believe
in God and pray. — a 16-year old
female from Watson Lake, NWT

e My religion is an individual interest
in spirituality, not really religion.—a
17-year old female from Montreal

¢ | have no belief in religion, but |
enjoy studying all the varieties be-
cause spirituality is interesting, if
not realistic. — a 17-year old male
from Bedford, NS

e | have strong beliefs in God but
nothing | believe in complies with
any religious organization. — a
grade 12 student from London (Bib-
by, p. 53)

Canadians do not mind religion as long

as they can have it on their own terms.

The sins of the parents have come to

haunt the children. Not only do the

young people buy designer clothes;
they have also bought into designer re-

God who had brought them up out of
Egypt. Aaron proclaimed a festival to
the LorD. Neither Aaron nor the peo-
ple intended to worship any god but the
Lorp God who had saved them, but
they did it their way.

OUR COVER

His people from Egypt at the feet of the
golden calves. They could meet God
in Dan or Bethel. That was more con-
venient than going all the way to
Jerusalem, despite the fact that God had
commanded Israel to bring their sacri-
fices to the temple in Jerusalem and to
gather there for the festivals.

In both these instances, Israel began
to worship God in a self-styled way.
God is the speaking God who would
have His people instructed by His
Word. God wants us to worship Him
by listening to His Word and responding
with our words of praise. Israel shut God
up by worshipping Him by way of deaf
and mute image. We shut God up when
we refuse to attend the church of God to
be instructed by His Word. When we at-
tend the services at our convenience,
when it fits our schedule, then we have
designed our own religion. We have
recreated God into a deaf and mute im-
age: He has nothing to say to us: we
have nothing to say to Him.”

Let’s do it God’s way

Since the Second World War
church attendance in Canada has
dropped dramatically from 70 percent
to the current 23 percent. The youth im-
itate their parents and have even less
use for attending. Let us be diligent
about worshipping the LOrD as He re-
quires. He is the speaking and listening
God. He is no deaf-mute God. Let us be
faithful in attending to the true preach-
ing of God’s Word to hear what He
would say to us. Let us be diligent and
consistent in seeking out the assembly
of God’s worshipping people every
Sunday to fill God’s ears with our
prayers and praise.
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Some psalms call going to the House
of the Lorp, “1 will go and pay my vow.”

Attending church is not only and ex-
clusively to “hear a good message” or
something like that. it is paying due ho-
nour to the Lorp our God who chose to
call us out of darkness to light. He is
there; He wants to see us there. We do
not in the first place go there to hear a
good word for ourselves, but to praise
and glorify His Name. The mentioned
book continues, “Worship is a debt to
the discharged independently of our
feelings; it is giving unto the Lord the glo-
ry DUE unto His Name; hence it is oblig-
atory on Christians. The primary purpose
of worship is the glory of God, not the
edification of man. God must come first,
or man’s edification will not follow.”

~“l was always forced toge” |

Here is another “excuse,” mostly of
younger people. To quote the same
book again (p. 58): “I never go to church
now because | was forced to when [ was
young. . . .” “An excuse without validi-
ty. At best it is an oversimplification. At

worst it represents a total misreading of

the facts. Many people stay away from
church because they were not taken of-
ten enough as children to develop a
taste for it. Few stay away because they
were given an overdose.”

We agree wholeheartedly. We think
of parents who either did not give the
good example themselves (and will pick
the bitter fruits of that!) or always try to
excuse their children. They even some-
times do not hesitate to excuse them in
their presence by criticizing the minister,
the consistory, or the church as a whole.

Let’s be careful! May we never have
to blame ourselves in any way for seeing
our children break with the church be-
cause they never learned at home to love
the church and to put it in the center.

“Oncing” and witnessing

They will then also notice if we do
not go to church. They see us then in
the afternoon sitting in the backyard.
They know (anyway, some of them do)
that the “Dutch church” has two church
services, as distinguished from several
others which have only one.

They surely must wonder. . . .

Apart from that, as Christians we are
concerned with witnessing. We feel that
we must evangelize. That means, among
other things, what Psalm 122 says, “Let
us go to the House of the Lorp.” Sup-
pose our witnessing is blessed with re-
sults, with conversion. New converts are,
as a rule, radical. More, sometimes, than
old converts. If they develop a taste for
hearing God’s Word and being assem-
bled with God'’s people, they will have
second thoughts about it all if they dis-

Our church-going is noticed by “the
world.” Church-going is an important
part of our witnessing. The neighbours
see us leaving in the morning, in the
afternoon or in the evening. You may
be sure they notice that, and some-
times talk about it amongst each other.

“Come, let us go to the House of the
Lorp,” are “oncers.” They must, then,
come to the conclusion that, after all, that
church business is not as important as
they were made to believe.

“Oncing” and witnessing cannot
go together.

] ETTER TO THE EDITOR

Esteemed Editor:

Allow me to make some remarks
about the article in the Year-end issue of
Clarion written by Prof. Faber. We all will
agree that Canadian Reformed people
are just as vulnerable for the desires of the
world as anyone else. With Art. 28 B.C.
we confess that all and everyone are
obliged to join the church and unite with
it, maintaining the unity of the church.
They must submit themselves to its in-
struction and discipline. What are those
brothers and sisters doing who spend 5 or
6 months in Florida? They do not with-
draw from the home church, but is the
home church able to exercise discipline?
Unless the whole consistory of the home
church is also in Florida, that is not pos-
sible. The sacrament of the Lord’s Sup-
per cannot be celebrated either. Disci-
pline and sacraments are intrinsically
related, for the 3 marks of the church
cannot be separated. | will refer to Prof.
Faber’s book, Essays in Reformed Doc-
trine. | immensely have enjoyed reading
it. On page 165, Prof. Faber says: To the
household of God, which is the church of
the living God, the pillar and bulwark of
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the truth, which is built on Christ’s petra,
the administration of the keys of the king-
dom of heaven has been given. In accor-
dance with the Word of His church, if
that word is witness to His own gospel.
God will judge both in this life and the
life to come.” What we in fact are seeing
is that certain Canadian Reformed people
are on a free will basis in dispersion. They
all have promised to submit willingly to
the admonition and discipline of the
church, but the church where they are
members is not able to take care of them.
Prof. Faber hopes that there will come a
little more flexibility. (In Dutch we would
say; de bakens verzetten) He refers to
the time that the J.V. Bond organised
“zomercongressen.” That was in fact the
start, that the 3 churches he mentioned,
organized worship services there. Peo-
ple could go there with a travel attesta-
tion so that Christian discipline still could
be exercised. With a floating population,
it is not possible to institute a church
with elders and deacons. When it is sum-
mer again, people return to Canada and
the (eventual) church ceases to exist.

The church should be where the
people are, Prof. Faber says, in the book
I mentioned; he emphasizes that be-
lievers have to join the church. I never
heard that any investigation is done
whether or not there are other places
which are just as healthy, and which are
in the vicinity of established sister
churches. | am not judging anyone, but
let us all be careful that we do not tie our
needs “to our ability,” or; if we are able
to go there, then the need to go there be-
comes more urgent. “Especially on the
day of rest, we shall attend diligently
the church of God.” | am not saying, that
those who go there, are not, or will not
be faithful. But there is more to a wor-
ship service than reading a sermon, how
important it is. If the Christian disci-
pline cannot be exercised in the proper
way, then the church is in danger.

W. DeHaan
Wardsville, ON

Response: In an upcoming newsletter for
Clarion, | will write a little more about
this matter and the endeavours of the
brothers and sisters in Florida.

J. Faber
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PEN PAL WANTED!

Busy Beaver Virginia jager, age 8, would like to
have a pen pal. ff you would like to write her,
here is the address
Virginia jager
General Delivery
Smithviile ON
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