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promise is for you and for your children.” Moreover, we read
that the apostle Paul addresses the children directly in Col.
3 when he writes, “Children, obey your parents in every-
thing, for this pleases the Lord.” In Eph. 6:1ff. this address
to children is more extensive and even more obviously
God'’s will for children in the covenant as it is expressed in
the Fifth Commandment, “Children, obey your parents in the
Lord, for this is right. ‘Honour your father and mother’ (this
is the first commandment with a promise), ‘in order that it
may be well with you and that you may live long on the
earth.” ” Just as God addressed the children in the Old
Covenant, so He does in the New. In both dispensations
God's speaking is a promising speaking also to children who
belong to Him.

It is in agreement with this manner of speaking in Scrip-
ture that we confess in LORD’S DAY 27, Q.& A. 74, the fol-
lowing ground for the baptism of infants: “Infants as well as
adults belong to God’s covenant and congregation. Through
Christ’s blood the redemption from sin and the Holy Spirit,

—who-worksfaith,-are-promised-to-themnotessthanto—
adults.” God’s promising speaking, requiring faith, keeps
coming to the adult believers. In the same way it also keeps
coming to their children. Parents and children in the
covenant and in the church are called to react to God'’s
promising speaking with the “amen” of faith.

Is a little baby still unable to respond with faith? Of
course, it is. God knows that. He is our Creator! This means,
that God comes with His call of faith according to the age
and the ability of the child to listen and to understand. And
in the way of the child’s listening and obeying to its God-
fearing parents God works out His electing grace in the life
requirement but also God’s own work. We can believe,
and so can a child, because God makes alive through His
Holy Spirit, through the gospel.

Thankfulness

During the past month | attended two worship services
in which a group of young people made public profession of
their faith in the LORD as their God. Every sincere public pro-
fession of faith is a gift of God. It is also the amen of faith in
response to God’s promise, “I am the LorD, your God; |
will be a Father for you for Christ’s sake, and you shall be My
son, My daughter.” In every profession of faith in which a
person say “amen” to the LORD as He promises Himself, we
see the faithfulness of the Lorp.

However, such a profession of faith is not the end. It
does not mean that now we have reached our destination.
Rather, we have reached one of the milestones in our life.
Now we have to go on to live with our promising God. God
will continue to address us and speak to us, promising to
be our God in Christ as revealed. And the LORD continues
to call us to respond to His promising speaking with faith.
Yes, this call comes with even greater force to us. Having
made profession of faith, we have given our word of
promise to the LORD.

God addresses also the children in His church and
covenant. You are Mine. | am your God. Therefore, obey
your (God-fearing) parents. For that is pleasing to the Lord.
And in that way of faith it will be well with you and you will
live everlastingly on this and the coming new earth. C
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1. Pastors and teachers

First, we turn to the text which was
used by the old Form of Ordination,
and is still quoted in the New Form,
Eph. 4:11-12. The fact that two func-
tions are connected by the apostle (pas-
tors and teachers) indicates that these
offices were closely connected. In fact,
we may think here of one office. But
which one? In the past, the terms pas-
tors and teachers were connected most
frequently with the office of the minis-
ter. Today, they are seen more com-
monly as elders. Nevertheless, there is a
clear delineation of two functions in the
text! As S. Greijdanus said:

Because of the one article, these

are referred to as one group. The

first word is broader than the sec-
ond. . .. The meaning (of the first

Calvin takes this passage as refer-
ring to two distinct offices, the second
being the pastors or ministers of the
Word. This explanation has been in-
creasingly questioned in recent years.
But, as in the case of the preceding text
so here, we must at least credit Calvin
for pointing to two distinct functions.
Hence while the full contours of a dis-
tinct office have not emerged, the lines
of a third office are clearly visible.

3. Ministers

Next we may turn to the New Tes-
tament use of the term minister. The
verb “to minister” has first a very gen-
eral usage in the New Testament, point-
ing to any kind of service. For exam-
ple, when the Lord Jesus says that He
came not to be served but to serve, (Mk

of the Word. Timothy and Tychicus
were preachers rather than elders. Thus
the term minister (Gk: diakonos) is then
used primarily for one who laboured in
the Word.®

Of particular significance is the us-
age of the term minister in Hebrews.
For here it is connected to the service
of the priests in the Old Testament, cf.
Heb. 7:1 3, 8:2. The point of the letter
here is that the ministry of Christ is far
superior to the ministry of the Levitical
priesthood, since it represents a heaven-
ly ministry. Justas in the Old Testa-
ment, the priest ministered at an earthly
altar, so Christ stands as minister before
the heavenly altar of His sacrifice, and
administers the blessings of this heav-
enly sacrifice to His people.

Although there is no explicit refer-
ence-to-the-sacraments; one candis=

word, JDJ) is expressed in the usage:

to be shepherds, or: to shepherd.

Teaching or instructing, being a

teacher, is a specific manifestation

or expression of this; that is, it is the

exercise of the office of pastor in a

specific sense.’

The broader task of all elders is to rule
and govern the flock, Acts 20: 28.

But this government is closely con-
nected with teaching. The congregation
is led and directed by the proclamation
of the Word! Therefore we may see the

10:45)-heuses theterm“serve”ima
very broad sense. The “serving at ta-
bles” referred to in Acts 6:2 is also a
general usage of the term. And in Rom.
16:1-2, Phoebe is called a “deaconess,”
a term which describes a more general
service in the church. But the term min-
ister is most often used in the specific
sense of those who labour in the Word
and doctrine. The term is applied to
Christ Himself (Gal. 2:17, Heb. 8:2), to
Paul, (Rom. 15:16, Eph. 3:7, Col. 1:23,
25), and to Timothy (1 Tim. 4:6), as well

cern sacramental imagery throughout
these chapters. The altar has been re-
placed by the table of the Lord! The
earthly sacrifice is now fulfilled in the
heavenly sacrifice.? Christ is the essen-
tial minister (diakonos) of the heavenly
blessings for the church. The ministers
on earth are only representatives and
agents of His work. So the early church
soon tied the administration of the Word
with the sacraments, and connected
these to the task of the minister of Christ.

teachers as pastors who teach, i.e. min-
isters of the Word.*

In this passage the exact lines of
the permanent offices are not clear.
That is why the passage was used in
the Reformed tradition to defend the
office of the doctor as a fourth office in
the church. This was Calvin’s explana-
tion of the text. While he may have read
too much into the text as far as the of-
fices were concerned, he was correct in
isolating two functions in the passage.

2. 1 Timothy 5:17

This passage is similar to the pre-
ceding one in that it speaks about one
group or office, but also alludes to two
distinct functions. So W. Hendriksen
says that “already in Paul’s day a dis-
tinction began to be visible between
those whom we today call “ministers”
and those whom we still call elders.”
There is a wider body of elders who
have the general oversight, but from
them there is also a narrower group
who have a more specific task to per-
form, i.e. teaching and instruction. And
as in the preceding passage, so here
we cannot avoid a reference to two
distinct functions.

as other fellow-workers, (Eph. 6:21,
Col. 4:7,2 Cor. 1:19, 1 Tim. 1:2). In
these references we notice that the term
is specifically applied to the apostles,
and those who continued the apostolic
task in its specific character as ministry

OUR COVER

Mount Lineham

Indeed, the application of the term min-
ister to Christin this context leads one to
conclude that especially those who are
in other places called miinisters (Paul,
Timothy, Tychicus) were those specifi-
cally charged with this ministry, i.e. the
ministry of the Word and sacraments.

4. The laying on of hands

A third consideration pointing to a
distinct third office concerns the laying
on of hands asreferred to in 1 Tim.
5:22. Besides the evangelists of Acts 6,
Timothy appears to be the only recipi-
ent of this ceremony as referred to in
Scripture, 1 Tim.4:14 and 2 Tim. 1:6.
It is clearly a ceremony of ordination.
Although elders participated in it, we
do not read of elders receiving it. And in
1 Tim. 5:22, Paul gives the injunction
not to be hasty in the laying on of
hands, indicating that some testing and
training is essential for those who are
to be considered eligible for this cere-
mony. Were these brothers to whom
Paul refers thennot elders? Possibly
they were, since this injunction occurs
in the context of a series of injunctions
dealing with elders. However, possibly
we find here more specific focus on
the second function mentioned in 1
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Tim. 5:17, namely, those who labour
in the word and doctrine. It stands to
reason that because of their special
task, they more than others need to be
carefully tested.

All this does not clearly depict a dis-
tinct office, but certainly points in the
direction of a special ceremony for
those who were set apart for the work of
the church in teaching and preaching.
The task of teaching and preaching
was so comprehensive that men were
needed who were able to give them-
selves wholly to this work. So crucial
was this function in the church that
Timothy is admonished to be very care-
ful concerning who is admitted to this
task. This task also appears to be the
most closely associated with that which
the apostles and evangelists did in the

If we recall that Paul draws the clos-
est connection between the apostolic
office and the office of diakonos, min-
ister, then we have reason to see here
also a reference to a distinct office
charged with labouring in the Word
and the sacraments. And if this appears
to be too far-reaching of a conclusion,
we may at least assert that the ministry
of the Word and the sacraments are
consistently closely tied together in the
New Testament.™

6. Angels

A final consideration centers on the
words of Rev. 1:20, which refers to an-
gels of churches. Commentators are for
the most part divided concerning the in-
terpretation of the term angels in this
and the following verses (2:1,8 and so

"This remark can be found in the brochure,
“According to the Scriptures and the Re-
formed Creeds?” Een vraag aan allen in
The Christian Reformed Church (United
States and Canada), p.5. This brochure was
directed to the CRC churches when they
introduced revisions into their Church Or-
der in the period 1959-1965.

*On this change see A.N. Hendriks, “The
Place and Significance of the Offices in the
Congregation of Christ” in Diakonia, 1V/2
(Dec., 1990), pp. 311

See the first edition of the Book of Praise,
p. 526. This Formisatranslation of the Form
adopted by the churches at the Synod of De
Hague in 1586.

‘Book of Praise, 1984 edition, p. 619, em-
phasis mine.

’S. Greijdanus, Ephese - Philippenzen (Korte
Verklaring der Heilige Schrift (2nd. ed., Kok,
Kampen, 1949), p. 91 (my translation).

H. Bavinck sees this office as an office of el-

ear!\/ stages of the life of the church
Here, however, the functions appear to
be more localized, i.e. attached to spe-
cific places.

5. Stewards

Next we may consider the office of
the steward. Paul, who at one point
calls himself a minister, also calls him-
self “a steward of the mysteries of
God,” 1 Cor. 4:1. Now these mysteries
refer in particular to the revelation of
God in Jesus Christ, and the rich trea-

on). However, the term rpn‘ninl\]/ lends
itself to thinking in terms of one or more
figures who had the responsibility for
the welfare of the congregation, and
who were charged with bringing the
Word of God to the congregations. An
angel is a messenger, and here one
thinks of the message of Christ to the
church. The picture of Christ walking
among the [ampstands with the mes-
sengers in His hands indicates that
those who bring His message are so di-
rected by Him that they are to bring

Al

deroutof whichtheoffice of minister grows,
cf. Gereformeerde Dogmatiek |V, (4th ed.,
Kok, Kampen, 1930)p. 325. He says: “When
Paul says in Eph. 4:11-12 that Christ gave
some to be apostles and some evangelists
and some pastors and teachers, then he
makes clear that both of these last-mentioned
persons did not occupy essentially different
offices, but exercised functions in the con-
gregation that were closely connected but
yet mutually distinct,” (my translation). He
then first states that there were two offices,
but that in Scripture itself we see the birth of
a third office arising from the elders, ibid.
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found in Him. it would be incorrect to
see an exclusive reference to the sacra-
ments in this passage. Yet, one may
ask: are these sacraments to be ex-
cluded here?

in my view one should not exclude
the reference to the sacraments in this
and other passages which use this term,
1 Cor. 2:7, Eph. 1:9; 3:4,9: Col.
1:26,27; 4-3, 1 Tim. 3:9, 16.) For this
term always points to the fullness of
the revelation of God which includes
the knowledge and wisdom of Christ in
all its aspects. Secondly, when Paul
uses this term, he deliberately distin-
guishes the gospel from the sacred rites
and practices of the Greek mystery cults
of the day. Third, the term sacramentum
is a translation of the Greek, musteri-
on, and it was very early in the history
of the church that the term mysteria
(mysteries) came to be used for the
sacraments.” Fourth, one may also read
into the image of a steward an admin-
istering or dispensing action. The stew-
ard was the person who managed in
and administered the affairs of the
house. This image applies most suitably
to the administration of the Word and
the sacraments together.
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ui‘l{y His-Word—TFhus-we may think-ofa
special group which has a special call-
ing to administer the Word of Christ to
the flock.™

SUMMARY

These then are six New Testament
pointers or allusions to the specific of-
fice of the minister of the Word. Even if
one would say that the specific profile
of today’s minister of the Word cannot
be read directly in the New Testament,
the lines from the N.T. are strong
enough to indicate that the contours of
this office are already present there. In
other words, the name “minister of the
Word” as it applies to those who labour
particularly in the Word and doctrine
today is not a man-made label given
apart from the data of the New Testa-
ment; rather, it is an appellation based
on data present in Scripture itself.

It also seems clear that although we
do not have exact delineations of our
offices in the New Testament, there is
insufficient evidence at the present
stage of study in the New Testament to
change the practices we have grown fa-
miliar with in the Reformed churches
over the years. More about this next
time, D.V.

342-and 37t Bavinck-says-the latter term;,
(teacher) then became the specific title of
the minister of the Word, cf. p. 400.

"W. Hendriksen, New Testament Commen-
tary, Exposition of the Pastoral Episties
(Baker: Grand Rapids, 1957), p. 180.

*So also H. W. Beyer in G. Kittel, (ed.) The-
ological Dictionary of the New Testament
(translated by G. W. Bromiley) Vol. 2, p. 89,
sub: diakonia.

See on this point F.F. Bruce, The Epistle to
the Hebrews, (NICNT), (Revised Edition,
Eerdmans, Grand Rapids, 1990}, p.220 (on
Heb. 9:15): “The basing of the new
covenant on the death of Christ is a New
Testament doctrine not peculiar to our au-
thor; it finds clearest expression in the words
of institution spoken by our Lord over the
cup. .. ." Calvin, too, sees many references
to the sacraments in this section of the letter
to the Hebrews, and so ties Christ’s ministry
from heaven with the ministry of Word and
sacraments on earth, See on Heb. 9:12:
“For as far as Christ's flesh is quickening,
and is a heavenly food to nourish souls, as
far as His blood is a spiritual drink and has
a cleansing power we are not to imagine
anything earthly or material as being in
them.” And on Heb. 9:20: “For what Paul
testifies in 2 Cor. 1:20, that all God's promis-
es are yea and amen in Christ — this hap-
pens when His blood like a seal is engraven
on our hearts, or when we not only hear
God speaking, but also see Christ offering



Himself as a pledge for those things which
are spoken.” (Commentaries on the Epistle
of Paul the Apostle to the Hebrews, (trans-
lated by John Owen, Baker Book House
reprint, Grand Rapids, 1984) pp. 203, 213.

“When Paul says in 1 Cor. 1:17, “For Christ
did not send me to baptize but to proclaim
the gospel,” his words should not be taken as
an indication that word and sacrament were
separated for him. As a minister of Christ
and an apostle, the mandate also came to
Paul to go and baptize and teach all nations,
Mt. 28:19. However, in his case there was a
certain division of labour, by which the ad-
ministration of baptism was more often left to
those fellow workers who followed him.
The mission to the Gentiles, with which he

~REMEMBER YOUR CREATOR

was charged in a more specific way, was a
task of such enormous magnitude that his
time was devoted almost entirely to preach-
ing the gospel. But the passage makes clear
that he shared the rights of a minister of
Christ — preaching and administering the
sacraments, See also 1 Cor. 11:23-26.

1On this point, see G.W. Bromiley and R.S.
Wallace’s comments in The International
Standard Bible Encyclopedia, Vol. 4, p. 256,
sub sacraments: “the word [sacramentum,
1D} also found a wider ecclesiastical use
for signs of sacred things, whether in the
more general sense of any earthly sign with
a heavenly meaning or in the more specific
sense of divinely given covenant signs, i.e.
circumcision and the Passover in the O.T.

and baptism and the Lord’s Supper in the
N.T. This usage explains why sacramentum
commended iiself as an equivalent of Gk
mysterion, which generally refers to the
hidden things of God that cannot be known
except as God discloses them. Conversely,
mysterion itself forms the background for a
proper understanding of the sacraments.
2Calvin also thinks of the sacraments in
connection with this passage, cf. Institutes
IV.iii.6. He applies this passage specifically
to pastors, i.e. lfor him) ministers of the
Word.

1See T. Zahn, Die Offenbarung des johannes,
Vol 1, (KNT, 1-3ed,, A. Deichertsche Ver-
fagsbuchhandlung, Leipzig/ Erlangen, 1924).
p. 210.

By R. Schouten

Learn to Discern

For Christian believers, the term

ple.” Sometimes, Scripture uses the

nothing, while, in reality, they believe

“critical thinking” usually has bad con-
notations. it makes them think of arro-
gant philosophers or unbelieving Bible
scholars who exalt human reason above
the truth of God. After ali, so-called
“higher criticism” of Scripture, which
regards the Bible as just another exam-
ple of purely human literature, has led
many folks away from the faith.

Rightly then, believers fear the
worldly idea of critical thinking. How-
ever, there is another type of critical
thinking which ought to be normal for
Christians. There is a need for a criti-
cal, Christian mind. Such a mind ex-
amines and evaluates everything it
meets in the world according to the
standard of Scripture. In every genera-
tion, there is an urgent need for young
people who learn to discern.

if people do not learn to be critical
thinkers, they will become gullible
Christians, easy to deceive. If believers
don’t learn to discern, they will be
duped by every fad of modern thought
and life.

Believing everything

The book of Proverbs has a great
deal to say about people who are “sim-

term “simple” in a positive way to de-
scribe those who are innocent or guile-
less. Also today, the word can mean a
person who lives naturally, without pre-
tension or affectation. More often, how-
ever, “simple” means something nega-
tive. The term is used of people who
could and should have known better
than to get sucked in by some ungodly
idea or practice.

For example, Proverbs 14, verse
15, states that, “The simple believes
everything, but the prudent looks where
he is going.” Here the word “simple”
means a person who fails to discern.
He lives with surface impressions, nev-
er stopping to consider the validity of
his thoughts and actions. He lives the
unexamined life. Mostly, he believes
what everybody else believes. He buys
into the cultural assumptions and values
of the world around him without a sec-
ond thought. Quickly and readily, he
says his Amen to the prevailing world
view of his time.

In this connection, we may recall
that G.K. Chesterton somewhere said
that when people cease to believe in the
God of Christianity, they believe in any-
thing. They imagine they believe in

virtually anvthing. In the same way, the
simple person of Prov. 14:15 puts his
faith in anvything that happens along his
mental, moral and spiritual path. He
does not discem the background and
the implications of the ideas in which
he naively puts his trust.

Led astray

Obviously, the results of being sim-
ple in this negative sense can be de-
structive. Those who lack discretion
and discernment can walk straight into
moral trouble (compare Prov. 9:4, 16).
Because they don't stop to think and
consider in the light of God’s Word,
they are led astray. What is more im-
portant, the simple are prone to mental
deviation. Their thoughts become cor-
rupted. Without realizing what's hap-
pening, they start thinking like pagans,
with the same assumptions and values.

Another result of being “simple” is
vulnerability to heresy. The simple
have no protection against anti-scrip-
tural ideas. We need to realize that
heretics rarely announce themselves.
They don’t tell the church that they are
repudiating the Gospel. They never
say: “Listen tome, I'm a heretic, and I'l]
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lead you away from the Faith.” Instead,
wrong-thinking teachers usually claim
to be orthodox. They claim that their
opinions are within the boundaries of
Scripture and Confession. In many cas-
es, they genuinely believe themselves
to be orthodox.

Before heresy becomes publicly vis-
ible and audible, there can be a long
process of diluted Christian thinking.
Under the surface of church life, the
bond of faith to all that God has said to
us in His Word is weakened. It can hap-
pen that the thinking of a whole gener-
ation in the church is no longer shaped
by Scripture. Sometimes, the issue is not
so much what a certain teacher or
thinker or writer says that is wrong as
what he doesn’t say that is right. His si-
lence about key issues of the day can be

The Bible even warns us of people who
bring in heresies secretly (2 Pet. 2:1).
The destructive work of the heretic is
aided by our natural preference for er-
ror. Heresy sounds good to our ears
(compare 2 Tim. 4:3).

For a long time, church life can go
on quite calmly, but then suddenly the
wrong thinking of the false teachers
comes to the fore. All of a sudden, the
church has to deal with people who
deny the historicity of Genesis one or of

if we don't learn to discern in these
critical areas of doctrine and ethics, we
will find that wrong ideas will do a per-
nicious work in the churches (com-
pare 2 Pet.2:1). Once these ideas gain
a following, they eat their way like gan-
grene through the people of God (2
Tim. 2:17), eroding faith and corrupt-
ing morals.

Let’s take careful note of the bibli-
cal warning to be on guard for faise,
deceptive teachers. We need to exam-
ine every teaching because the Holy
Spirit is not the source of all of them
(compare 1 jn. 4:1). If we don’t test
constantly, we’ll soon end up with a
completely different Gospel (Gal. 1:1, 7;
2 Cor. 11:14). The Scriptures inform us
that Satan conceals his true intention.
He is able to disguise himself as an “an-

and the father of lies (Jn. 8:44). If we
don’t learn to discern, we'll be easy prey
for people who love the lie more than
the truth; we'll be tossed to and fro and
carried about by every wind of doctrine,
by the cunning of men, by their crafti-
ness in deceitful wiles (Eph. 4:14). In
short, we'll be simpletons who listen to
anybody and believe anything because
we no longer firmly adhere to the living
Word of God (compare here 2 Tim. 3:6).

Do you want to be exploited by

will demonstrate the pathetic futility of
such rebellion against the Lord. They
will show that thinking and living out-
side the framewaork of God'’s fruth leads
only to trouble and confusion, not to
mention self-coniradiction. In a word,
critical Christian thought will expose
the vanity of life without the Lord.
Critical thinkers are not proud. They
are themselves humble children of the
Lord who strive to submit all their
thoughts and lifestyle choices to God’s
Word. They are teachable students of
Jesus Christ. Day by day, they learn by
God’s Holy Spirit to deny themselves
and follow their Master. Thus, being a
critical thinker involves the constant
discipline of worship, prayer, Bible
study and obedience to the Lord’s com-
mandments. Without this firm basis,

we'llrun the risk of expressing what is

merely our own opinion as absolute
truth. Here the word of Prov. 18, verse
2 comes to mind: “A fool takes no plea-
sure in understanding, but only in ex-
pressing his opinion.” When our critical
thinking is firmly based on divine truth,
then we energetically can defend the
faith and critique its enemies while
maintaining a position of gentleness
and reverence (1 Pet. 3:15) and show-
ing perfect courtesy toward all men (Tit.
3:2).

the-miraclesof Christ-Alof asudden;
there are people in the church who say
that while God’s Word is infallible, it
isn’t inerrant. In other times and places,
there are folks who sever the bond be-
tween justification and sanctification or
who challenge the doctrine of the Trini-
ty or the position of women in the con-
gregation or the traditional teaching of
the church about homosexuality.

On guard

The emergence of the error seems
sudden. However, the particular error is
only the manifestation of a wrong kind
of thinking which has now come to a
logical conclusion. What we need in
the church is the ability to discern that
wrong thinking in its very beginning.
We need to detect the wrong thought
processes before they come to the sur-
face and bear fruit. We need to call
people away from thinking which de-
spises God's revelation or twists it to
suit our own fancy. We need critical
thinkers who evaluate every word and
every thought and every opinion by
the standard of Scripture itself. As we fill
our minds continuously with the sound
and good doctrine (compare 1 Tim. 4:6;
2 Tim. 4:3), we'll be able to discern.
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wrong=thinking, faise=hearted-teachers
and philosophers and theologians and
writers of books and makers of cul-
ture? Do you want to be duped? Of
course not. Then learn to discern!
Learn to probe empty talk with hard
questions. Learn to look under the sur-
face of glittering ways of life. Search
out the assumptions in arguments. Cast
down every proud thought which ex-
alts itself against the authority of our
God and His Word (compare 2 Cor.
10:5). Ask yourself: what is the starting
point of this thought or this lifestyle
choice? Does it show submission to
God? Is it built on scriptural or on sec-
ular assumptions? We need to meet
the danger of false teaching with spiri-
tual discipline and doctrinal precision.
We need Christian, critical thinkers
who know God’s Word and the Con-
fessions of His church. Otherwise, we
will be duped!

Critical thinkers will expose the fu-
tile thoughts and corrupt morals of un-
believing man. Their discerning investi-
gation will reveal the terrible prejudice
of modern thinking and living against
God and His Anocinted One, Jesus
Christ. By means of their searching ex-
aminations, these eagle-eyed believers

Christian skeptic

What now does critical thinking
mean in a very practical sense? lt means
being a doubter of every thought that
emanates from the unregenerated mind
and heart of man. Critical thinking
means putting some distance between
yourself and worldly ideas and
lifestyles. It means not saying Amen so
quickly to whatever catches your fancy.
Critical thinking means reading slowly,
watching for background ideas and pre-
suppositions. Critical thinking means
walking slowly, too, being careful
where your feet lead you, lest you be
tempted to sin. Being a critical thinker
implies radical skepticism toward what
we hear every day in the various media.
It means questioning closely the ori-
gins of popular slogans and common-
place viewpoints.

In short, being a Christian, critical
thinker means that we live in the reality
of the antithesis established by God
(Gen. 3:15). Recognizing that there is
perpetual conflict between the truth of
God and the lies of unbelief and sin, we
guard our hearts with all vigilance (Prov.
4:23), lest we also be deceived.



= AY OF SUNSHINE

L

i

o
i
L 6‘:?""24

v
T

i
s
o
;“»'é

b -

iy
bl
L

L
.

Sl
e

K

e
. Sy

AL
o
i

L

.




[ AY OF SUNSHINE

The Unofficial Version

By S. Vandergugten-VanPopta

By way of exception — received beside
the official Press Release. Editor

Classis Alberta/Manitoba May
17/18, 1994

It was almost nine o’clock, Tues-
day morning. The last few stragglers
dashed through the unusual but wel-
come spring rain into the spacious foy-
er of Coaldale’s beautiful church build-
ing. Warm handshakes and hellos were
the order of the day, as ministers, el-
ders, brothers and sisters from Western
Canada and beyond greeted each other
warmly. A sense of anticipation filled
the air. For the first time in recent mem-
ory, Classis Alberta/Manitoba was con-
vening in Coaldale. Important, per-
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haps even controversial, items were
on the agenda. And once the classis
had adjourned, the Western Canada
Ministers Conference would begin . . .
an eventful few days.

Time to start

Shortly after nine, the 20 delegates
and the two deputies from regional syn-
od took their places at the tables. Seat-
ed alphabetically according to church,
they formed an elongated oval where
normally the pulpit was situated. The
pulpit had been moved far to the one
side. From there, two men, Rev. M.
Pollock of Denver and later Br. Hans
Boersma of Carman, would deliver their
sermon proposals.

Rev. R. Schouten, representing Cal-
gary, the convening church, opened the
meeting. In his prayer he voiced the
heartfelt desire of everyone present that
all deliberations, discussions and deci-
sions would be made in a spirit of har-
mony, without acrimony, and in true
accord with the Word of God.

It was not long before the first con-
tentious issue hit the table. The con-
vening church had examined all the
delegates’ credentials, and having con-
cluded that these were all in good or-
der, proposed to have the previously
designated executive take its place and
declare classis constituted. Rev. |. D.
Wielenga, speaking on behalf of the
consistory of Coaldale, questioned the
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to ask Rev. Pollock particularly about
the latter’s stand toward the OPC. He
replied that he regards the OPC Church
in Denver as unfaithful, but that there
is an earnest desire to see things re-
solved. They are in contact with the
OPC in Denver. They can work within
the context of the Can. Ref. Churches’
recognition of the OPC, as long as the
divergencies are not minimized. They
want to resolve the situation in Den-
ver. Rev. VanSpronsen then asked if
there is a distinction between a false
and unfaithful church? Rev. Pollock
replied that he lacks the ability to al-
low a responsible opinion about the
whole OPC. They went by what they
encountered in Denver. There the situ-
ation was so serious with regards to
-confession and practice that they could
not step in. He did not want to speak

knows that Classis AB/MB has been
the home of quite a number of contro-
versial issues. We think of the times
when DeHaan and DeBruin were reg-
ular items on the agenda. We might
think that the brothers in AB/MB are
always at each other throats, This is
simply not the case. These brothers
have learned to hammer away at the is-
sues without stepping over into attack-
ing the person. There was no evidence
of animosity or rancor. In fact, it
seemed that those who contended
most vigorously with each other at the
table of classis were the ones who
sought each other out during coffee
and mealtimes. Let us take example
from these brothers as we move for-
ward to Synod Abbotsford 1995.

Classis presses on

knowledge of Scripture. Once more
closed session. Once more a positive re-
sult. Itwas 12:30 am. Rev. R. Schouten
had turned 33 in the meantime. All the
delegates congratulated Br. Boersma.
The clerk would send notice to Clarion
that this brother is eligible for call.

Classis decided to continue its
agenda at 9:00 a.m. and wished the
Bros. DeBoer and Stevens a safe jour-
ney to Calgary and beyond. We sang,
we prayed. We wearily walked to our
cars and drove to our homes through
the still unusual and still welcome
spring rain.

Neote: This is what | saw and heard. If it
conflicts in any way with the official
Press Release, | take full blame for any
discrepancy. SV

further than that. There remains an
earnest desire to seek true unity with the
OPC in biblical face to face discussions.
He has no intention of hindering this
process. Rev. VanSpronsen’s final ques-
tion: Had the church in Denver con-
sidered waiting unti 1995, after Synod
Abbotsford, to reapply? Rev. Pollock
replied that they did not feel responsi-
bility for the consequences of their ac-
tions. They did not feel that they should
wait with heeding the Lord’s call to uni-
ty because of possible consequences.

Classis decided to press on. Two of
the elders would be leaving this
evening. Br. Hans Boersma’ documen-
tation was examined and approved, and
at 9:00 p.m. it was his turn at the pulpit.
His was a Pentecost message. The text:
Acts 2:1-4. At Pentecost Christ wants to
bring the Gospel of joy. We may see
Christ in action. Jesus Christ, the exalt-
ed Lord, fills His New Testament church
with the Holy Spirit. We may see three
aspects: 1)the position of the Church,
2)the presence of the Spirit, 3)the

They needed to do what was right. No
arm twisting was involved. The conse-
quences were not in their hands. Let
them fall where they may. With this
the exam concluded.

Harmony prevails

By this time it was 6:30 p.m. ...
time to eat once more. At 8:15, during
closed session it was decided that Rev.
Michael Alexander Pollock had passed
his exam. The chairman read a state-
ment from the Deputies of Regional
Synod, who expressed regret that nei-
ther classis nor the ARCD had chosen
to wait until after the General Synod
1995 to implement the decision of Clas-
sis AB/MB Mar. 1994. The chairman
congratulated Rev. Pollock, and re-
quested him to sign the subscription
form. Rev. Pollock then made his way
around the table to each of the dele-
gates to receive their congratulations.
Despite the tense hours this was a hap-
pv moment. Rev. Wielenga took this
opportunity to assure Rev. Pollock that
at no time had his concerns been of a
personal nature. He hoped that Rev.
Pollock understood his position.

Anyone who keeps up with things
in the Canadian Reformed Churches
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proclamation of the gospel. Jerusalem
and the temple was full of people keep-
ing the Feast of Weeks, The disciples,
about 120 strong, were gathered to-
gether obediently waiting for the
promised Holy Spirit. It is in this small
group where the action will be — not at
the temple. This is the beginning of the
N.T. church. Pentecost is indeed a feast
of joy. Since that day the N.T. church
has been filled with the Holy Spirit. We
may never separate the Spirit from the
Word. But even at Pentecost there is not
a sermon on the Holy Spirit. Peter
preaches Christ. The Spirit is sent out by
Christ and refers us back to Christ. We
are the temple of the Holy Spirit and
Christ wants to use us for the procla-
mation of His kingdom. Reason for
wonder, amazement and joy!

Closed session deliberations once
more came to a good conclusion. The
preparatory exam of Br. Boersma could
continue. Since this exam was for the
purpose of declaring this brother eligible
for call, only three areas were exam-
ined: Old and New Testament Exegesis
and Confessions. This exam was shorter,
but also thorough. Br. Boersma’s years
of study toward his Doctorate in Hol-
land were evident in his commanding
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PRESS RELEASE

Classis AB/MB, May 17-18, 1994

1. Opening: At 9:00 a.m., May
17th, the chairman of the convening
church at Calgary called the meeting
to order. He requested the singing of Ps.
47:1,2, read John 18 and led in prayer.
He then welcomed the delegates of the
churches as well as Rev. C. VanSpron-
sen and J. Visscher who were present as
deputies of Reg. Synod West. He also
welcomed the many ministers of the
Classis Pacific region who were pre-
sent in order to attend a Ministers” Con-

visional Agenda was adopted with sev-
eral additions as follows:

2. A letter from the church at Coal-
dale concerning the validity of consti-
tuting classis with acceptance of the
credentials of the delegates of the
church at Denver was declared admis-
sible. The following motion was made,
seconded and defeated:

Classis acknowledges with regret
that Classis March 1994, Article 2C,
was in error, when it declared the mo-
tion to decide “that it has received con-
curring advice to admit the church at

been raised at the Classis which made
the decision.

3. After lunch break, the chairman
requested the singing of Ps. 121:1,4. A
letter was read from the church at Taber
containing its objection to the decision
of the previous Classis AB/MB to con-
sider that it had received concurring ad-
vice from Reg. Synod W. Dec. 1993 to
admit the church at Denver. Taber gave
notice in this letter of its intention to ap-
peal this decision of Classis AB/MB. In
the meantime, Taber stated that it
would not be able to participate in an

ference immediately foltowing classis:
Various noteworthy matters within clas-
sis were remembered. The credentials
of the churches were examined and
found to be in good order. The church
at Coaldale objected to the seating of
the delegates from the church at Denver
because the decision of the previous
classis to accept the concurring advice
of Reg. Synod West to admit Denver
was made illegally against the Regula-
tions of Classis AB/MB. The chairman of
the convening church ruled that this

Denver into the federation.” According
to Classis Regulations, Article 7,C.2, the
motion ought to have been declared
defeated as it did not gain the vote of
the majority of the delegates present
and entitled to vote.

Classis judges: that adherence to the
rules adopted by the churches requires
as yet to declare the motion defeated
and to submit the decision of Reg.
Synod Dec. 1993 with the questions it

put to the churches to General Synod
Alxknfcfn'rd 1005

exam of the Rev. M, Pollock.

A letter was also received from the
church at Barrhead objecting to the
same decision of the previous classis,
on grounds that the cautionary consid-
erations of Reg. Synod W. should have
prevented classis from admitting Den-
ver. Barrhead gave notice of its inten-
tion to appeal and also instructed its
delegates not to participate in an exam
of Rev. Pollock.

Both Taber and Barrhead also gave

notic
oG

matter should be dealt with by classis
after constitution. This position was
supported by the delegates. Delegated
to classis were the following brothers:

Barrhead: Elder J. Vanderdeen;
Rev. E.J. Tiggelaar
Calgary: Deacon H. DeBoer;
Rev. R. Schouten
Carman: Elder j. Kuik;
Rev. P.K.A. Deboer
Coaldale: Elder I. Veurink;
Rev. ].D. Wielenga
Denver: Elder D. Stevens;
Rev. M. Pollock
Edmonton Imm. Elder T. Hoeksema;
Elder H. Noot
Edmonton Prov. Elder B. Muis;

Rev. R. Aasman

Neerlandia: Elder B. Tuininga;
Elder W.Vanlaar
Taber: Elder J. Moedt;
Rev. G. Ph. van Popta
Winnipeg: Elder D. Dewit;

Rev. K. Jonker

The executive officers suggested by the
previous classis were invited to take
their place. The chairman was Rev. R.
Aasman, vice-chairman was Rev. R.
Schouten and clerk was Rev. P.K.A. De-
boer. Classis was constituted. The Pro-
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Classis decides: by absence of con-
curring advice acceptable to Classis, to
continue to hold the decision of Clas-
sis Oct. 1993 to admit the church at
Denver in suspension, and to rescind
the admission of this church by Clas-
sis Mar. 1994 and to advise the church
at Denver to wait for a decision of
Gen. Synod Abbotsford in the matter
of their request for affiliation with the
Can. Ref. Churches.”

The following motion was made,
seconded and carried:

Having considered the request of
the church at Coaldale to “acknowledge
the mistake made by Classis, Mar. 1994,
to rescind the decision to admit the
Denver church to the federation and to
request Gen. Synod Abbotsford 1995 to
give judgment on the concurring ad-
vice and on the questions raised by
Reg. Synod West 1993,” Classis de-
cides to acknowledge the mistake
made, but not to rescind the decision
because a) Classis AB/MB decided to re-
ceive the concurring advice of Reg. Syn-
od W. and implemented it by receiving
the church at Denver into the federa-
tion and b) the objection to the mistake
in interpreting the vote should have

~they
would not be able to regard Denver as
a sister church in the federation.

4. The documentation for the
peremptory-level exam of the Rev. Pol-
lock was found to be in good order. The
Rev. Pollock then presented a sermon
proposal on Eph. 2:1-4a. In closed ses-
sion and with the advice of the deputies
of Reg. Synod W., it was decided to
continue with the rest of the examina-
tion. Rev. Pollock was therefore exam-
ined in the following subjects: O.T. and
N.T. exegesis, knowledge of Scripture,
Doctrine and Creeds, Church History,
Ethics, Church Polity and Diaconiology.

5. After a supper break, the chair-
man requested the singing of Ps. 89:1.
In closed session and with the advice
of the deputies, classis decided to sus-
tain the examination. The deputies,
however, expressed their regret that
Classis AB/MB and the church at Den-
ver did not wait for implementation of
the decision of Classis March 1994 to
admit Denver until a ruling by General
Synod 1995, Rev. Pollock was in-
formed of this decision and congratu-
lated by the chairman. The chairman
welcomed him as a minister in full
standing within the federation. Rev.
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For evervihing there is a ssason, and a time for every
malter under heaven,” f: clesiastes 3:1.
it is almost the end of the school year again. Another vear
of school work over, and time for a rest, vour holidays, Can SPRING WORD SEARCH
/ou see why | guoted that text from the Bible? ] R :
The LORD makes a time for you to learn and do vour By Busy Beaver Ashlea Jag
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By Busy Beaver sz vanRaalie
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By Busy Beaver Alisha Dokier
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JULY BIRTHDAYS
0O w%m%a @ e e T A These Busy Beavers ce nmh their bir ;“‘fg'fi" in the same

mmstfh as our countyy! iu all of vou very best wishes for a

very happy day celebrating wit th your family and friends.
May our heavenly Father keep vou all in His love and care.
ah van Beek 1 Lorelie Barendregt 13
\/aﬁdwgugﬂﬁ 1 feremy Koopmans 14
nda Hoeksema 3 Henvietta Breukelman 15
f na Vink 3 Rachel Wierenga 15
} iher Muis & KarenTerpstra 20
Richard Schouten & Vickie Alkemna 23
Sara Planiinga 7 Kimsei VandeiVelde 24
Donald VanLesuwen 7 regl 25
David Alkema 9 26
Tim Hordyk 12 24
lanine Swaving 12
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