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The Confession
of the Absolute Truth

By J. Geertsema

The human rights philosophy and the Word of God

Throughout the ages the church has again and again
defended and held on to the truth of God’s Word by way of
writing down her faith in a creed or confession. The aim of
the church with such a confession or creed is also to abide
by the truth of God’
binds itself to its creeds. The history of the church shows that
in a reformation movement the church always goes back to
God’s Word as well as to the abandoned or discarded con-
fessions, saying: this is the truth.

It is good to remember this in our present time. Our
time is marked by the modern notion that there is no ab-
solute truth. To state that there is such a truth is considered
a social sin, in conflict with our human rights. It is every-
body’s right to have his or her own opinion and to determine
his or her own truth. What is true for one person is not au-
tomatically true for the other. And what is true for me today
might no longer be true for me tomorrow. Therefore, one

the prophets believed. And the New Testament tells us what
Peter and Paul and the other authors believed. in the different
Bible books we have the theology of their human authors.
This new hermeneutic reasons further that within the
wrappings of the description of the experiences and theolo-

God and what it has to say to us in the twentieth century. For
our culture, our world views differ so much from the cul-
ture and the world views of the Bible times, some two or
three thousand years ago. We, so itis said, know so much
more and we know things so much better than Moses, David
and Paul.

This new hermeneutic says “no” to the question whether
we, almost in the twenty-first century, can still be bound to
the faith experience and theology of believers who lived
some twenty or thirty centuries ago. Those people had views
on the world and on God that fitted in their culture, so it
says, while we, in our modern day and age, with our culture,

have_our-modern. world.
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This philosophy of our individualistic human rights holds
a threat for the church. The temptation becomes intense to
think and say in the church too: it is my right to have my own
opinion and to determine for myself what is true, or, what
is the truth of the Bible. You can hear people say: every-
body reads the Bible in his or her own way, with his or her
own background. Or, to use a modern expression: every-
one reads the Bible in one’s own context. And we must leave
each other free.in this respect. A Roman Catholic has the
right to read the Bible in the context of his Roman Catholic
up-bringing, a Reformed person with a Reformed back-
ground, in its different varieties, has the same right.

This reading of God’s Word with an individualistic hu-
man rights approach, does not reckon with but denies God’s
right. Scripture says clearly that it is God’s Word. Therefore,
since God is the author, it is God's right to tell us how we
should read and understand His Word.

The New Hermeneutic

The temptation to read God’s Word from an individual-
istic human rights point of view becomes even stronger
with the so-called new hermeneutic. The old hermeneutic
has as basis that the Bible is God’s inerrant and infallible
Word in all that it says. God is the primary author. In His
Word the only true God gives us the absolute truth.

The new hermeneutic views the Bible more as the book
with the faith experiences of Israel and of the early church.
Scripture is not first of all God's revelation, His Word that
He speaks through inspired human instruments. No, the Old
Testament shows us how and what Abraham and David and
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new hermeneutic, the message of the Bible must be re-in-
terpreted for us, so that it fits our modern world view.

It is obvious that the divine authority of the Scripture is
undermined with this philosophy. Scripture is no longer re-
ally the Word of God and no longer gives us God’s revela-
tion of His absolute truth. Moreover, not only the human
Bible authors had their own faith experiences, it is the same
with us. We too have our own faith experiences. Each
reads the Bible in his own way, to find his own truth there,
or what he sees (or wants to see) as being true for him.

It is clear that the spirit of our modern philosophy of in-
dividualistic human rights holds a great danger for the
church. In the midst of this dangeritis good to see what, at
other times, the church did when contemporary philoso-
phies or theologies attack its faith, that is, what it confessed
to be the truth of God's Word.

God’s Word

In this respect, first of all, the Church received her
guidance from God Himself in His Word. The Lord Him-
self, through the service of the aposties, guided His
church. He charged us to preserve and guard the truth and
to pass it on to the next generation just as it was received.
We are not to add or to take away from God’s Word (Deut.
4:2, Rev. 22:18-19). Paul charged Timothy, “what you
have heard from me before many witnesses entrust to
faithful men who will be able to teach others also”
(2 Tim. 2:2). Everyone who comes with a gospel that dif-
fers from what Paul preached hears Paul’s “let him be ac-
cursed” (Gal. 1:8,9). And through Peter, the Lord warns



that we “must understand this that no prophecy of Scrip-
ture is a matter of one’s own understanding, because no
prophecy ever came by the impulse of man, but men
moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God” (2 Pet. 1:20-
21). I repeat: the Bible tells us that it is God’s Word;
therefore it is God's right to tell us how we have to inter-
pret and understand it.

In accordance with this charge, the church has, time and
again, confessed what it as the community of believers re-
ceived as God's Word, God's truth. | shall take two exam-
ples. The first one, from the early church, is the Athanasian
Creed. The second one, from the days of the Reformation in
the sixteenth century, is our Heidelberg Catechism.

The Athanasian Creed'

The first two articles of this third ecumenical creed state
(Book of Praise, p. 439):

(1) Whoever desires to be saved must above all things

hold to the catholic faith; (2) Unless a man keeps it in its

entirety inviolate, he will assuredly perish eternally.

The Heidelberg Catechism

In L.D. 7, the Heidelberg Catechism, speaking about
the true faith by which we are grafted into Christ, deals
with faith in a twofold way. In Q.& A. 20-21 it deals with the
faith with which we believe (our act of believing), and in
Q.& A, 22-23 it deals with the faith that we believe (the
contents of our faith). This twofold way of speaking about
faith occurs first of all in the Scripture. In Romy. 10:10 Paul
writes, “For man believes with his heart and so is justified,
and he confesses (the contents of what he believes) with his
lips and so is saved.” Here faith is the faith with which we
believe. However, in jude verse 3 the church is charged to
“contend for the faith which was onceforall delivered to the
saints,” while in verse 20 jude admonishes us, “. . . build
vourselves up in your most hely faith.” jude speaks here
about the faith that we believe.

in Q.& A. 21 the true faith with whichwe believe is de-
fined as “a sure knowledge whereby | accept as true all that
God has revealed to us in His Word.” This “sure knowledge”
or holding for true all that God has revealed for true is at

The beginning of Art. 3 reads, “Now this is the catholic faith,
that we worship one God in trinity and trinity in unity:”
Then the contents of this “catholic faith” is confessed. First,
the articles 3-28 formulate the church’s confession about
God as her triune God. Art. 28 ends this first part with the
words, “So he who desires to be saved should think thus of
the Trinity.”

The second part begins with an elaborate confession
about the Person of our Saviour, His incarnation and His two
natures, the divine and the human nature. After this, this sec-
ond part concludes with confessing the same truth as stated

in the Apostles’ Creed. The closing Art. 42 repeats what is
idin Ast

< “This is the catholic faith. Unless a man be-.

the same time, as the other side of the same coin, “a firm

confidence,” a trusting that all this revelation of God, with its
message of salvation in Christ, is notonly true for others but
also for me. Thus, a true faith is knowing and trusting that
all what God revealed in His Word is true also for me per-
sonally in the communion of the church,

The point | like to make here is that, though dealing with
the faith with which we believe, the Catechism immediately
links it with the contents of faith: “all that God has revealed
in His Word.” In other words, the Heidelberg Catechism, or
rather, we who have adopted and continue to adhere to this
confession of our “catholic undoubted faith,” say that our be-

lieving, our faith with which we believe, can be distinguished

pele )

lieves it faithfully and steadfastly, he cannot be saved.”

The point is here: what did the church do by making its
statements in the Articles 1-3, 28 and 42 of this Athanasian
Creed? In the first place, it said that this creed contains the
“catholic faith.” “Catholic” means that this faith is the faith
of the universal church as it is gathered and spread over the
whole world. The whole church believes it, as the commu-
nity, the fellowship of the true believers. In the second place,
the church declares that in this creed it confesses the true
faith, that is, the apostolic teaching or the truth revealed by
God in His Word. And because this faith is God’s truth, the
church declares, we bind ourselves and everyone to it for
salvation. The binding to this creed as to the “catholic
faith” is a binding to the truth God revealed and gave to His
church. Not individualistic human rights but God’s right is
maintained here.

When in the sixteenth century the churches of the Re-
formation adopted confessions, they did the same. They
said: this is what we believe and confess 1o be the true faith,
that is, the truth of God’s Word. By binding each other as
community of believers, in mutual agreement, to the adopt-
ed confessions, the churches bound each other in fact to the
truth of God’s Word.

When we, as Reformed Churches today adhere to the
confessions, we do the same, we hold on to God's Word as
His revealed truth, And we do so because God’s Word says
that we have to preserve and keep His Word as we re-
ceived it through His prophets and apostles. God’s Word still
is the absolute truth today, to be believed and confessed by
the community of His church, and in fact by all.

but never separated from the true faith that we believe.

This faith that we believe is God's revealed truth. It is
delivered to the saints. This faith as contents of what we be-
lieve is spoken about in the second partof LD, 7 (Q.& A. 22-
23). Here the question is asked, “What must a Christian be-
lieve? The answer is, “All that is promised us in the gospel.”

Of this promising Word of God, this contents of our faith
for which we are called to contend, the Catechism contin-
ues to say that “the articles of our catholic and undoubted
Christian faith teach (it) us in a summary.”

This summary of God's truth, our “undoubted Christian
faith,” is stated in the Apostles’ Creed, and, then worked
out in Lord’s Days 8-22, themselves summary of this truth
of God’s Word and contents of our faith. In other words,
the early church said in its creeds: this is the truth of God;
this is what the church is called by God to believe and does
believe and confess. And the church in the sixteenth centu-
ry held on to this earlier confessed truth, and worked it out
from God’s Word in order to maintain it against the attacks
in its own days. It repeated: this is our undoubted catholic
faith; this is in surnmary the truth of God's Word. The church
bound itself and its members to her confession of the faith,
and so to God's revelation, to the absolute truth.

We will act wisely if we oppose the spirit of our time
and abide by the truth, as the church confesses it, its humble
repeating of what God has revealed in His Waord. He who
truly wants to live by the Scriptures as God’s errant and in-
fallible Word, will recognize the need of adhering to the truth
of God's Word of promise in the community of CGod’s people.

'Book of Praise, revised edition, 1993,p. 439.
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Although these points of compari-

coming of our Lord. Indeed, all of
Apnctariond b, tha

“Contra F.F. Venema, Waft is een Christen
nodig te gelooven?, p. 280

sonmare not-identical;-the similarities;
vou will agree, are obvious and not co-
incidental.

Amongst most conservative schol-
ars,’ the “little horn” in Daniel repre-
sents Antiochus Epiphanes,® leader of a
massive anti-Messianic offensive prior
to the first coming of Christ, The closer
the incarnation of Christ approaches,
the more the concentration of hostile
powers against the Messiah increases in
violence. If you consider that prophecy
(in this case visionary prophecy) often
has “multiple fulfilments” we can view
this one as having its first fulfilment in
Antiochus, but then ultimately in the
“man of lawlessness.”

Based on what we have seen from
Paul, the same increase in hostility will
happen before the second coming of
Christ. That is not meant to terrify us,
but to prepare and comfort us for just
as Antiochus, the lesser antichrist, was
destroyed and Christ assumed our flesh,
s the final Antichrist will be destroyed
and Christ will take us unto Himself info
heavenly joy and glory.

That Paul borrows terminology
from Daniel shows us that there can
be and there are forerunners of THE
Antichrist who will appear before the

world histery-is-characterized-by the
enmity which God has placed between
the seed of the woman and the seed of
the Serpent (Gen. 3:15; Rev. 12). That
great antichristian struggle is constant
from the beginning to the end of the
world. It's visible in the battles between
Israel, the OT church, and the nations.
David wrote about it in Psalm 2: “The
kings of the earth set themselves and
the rulers take counsel together against
the Lord and His Anointed. . . .” Paul
maintains that in verse 7: “The mystery
of lawlessness is already at work. . . ./
it is a “mystery” only in the sense that
it is a truth that cannot be known apart
from God’s special Revelation. “The
mystery of lawlessness,” that’s what
John calls “the spirit of antichrist”
which is in the world already (1 |n.
4:3). This mystery, spirit or power
NOW manifesting itself, will in the fu-
ture bear the character of a final, deci-
sive defiance focused in one person.
to be continued

M. Zerwick, Biblical Greek, #165.

“EF. Harrison, Introduction to the New
Testament, p. 268 and 449.

“These words are not found in the original,
but derived from the preceding context.

As the K}V has for this verse.

*Contra C. VanderWaal, Openbaring van
Jezus Christus, |, p. 51,

“Forexample, Dr. R.H. Bremnmer, Redeemer
Versus Destroyer.

®Antiochus (215-163 BC) succeeded his
brother, Seleucus IV Philopater as king in
175 BC. He ruled over the Seleucid (one
of Alexander the Great's generals) kingdom
of Syria, He encouraged the people to wor-
ship his own person in the form of Zeus.
Hence he assumed the title “Theos Epi-
panes” meaning "the Manifest God.”
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Smoking is not only a dangerous
addiction, but it is also the source of
many aiiments and much suffering,
both for the smoker, and for the rel-
atives of the smoker who have to as-
sist him or her through the various
stages of life-threatening diseases
which most smokers experience. A
clinic in one of the southern States
which specializes in the healing of
complicated fractures, found that
for (then) unknown reasons, it took
twice as long for some patients to
heal their bones as it did for others.
It did not matter what kind of frac-
ture the client had, but if it normal-
ly took, for instance, six months to
heal, it would take twice as long
for some patients: a full year for ex-
actly the same fracture. This baffled
them for quite some time, but after

health, but also to the health of
your children, especially teenagers
and all who come within the reach
of your smoke? Have we not al-
lowed this terrible practice to go
unchallenged far too long? Is it
healthy for officebearers to smoke?
Do they give a good example to
the congregation?

in light of the above statistics,
can there really be any doubt that
smoking is harmful to our bodies?
Let us hear God's Word on the mat-
ter: What, know ye not that your
body is the temple of the Holy
Ghost which is in you, which ye
have of God, and ye are not your
own? For you are bought with a
price; therefore glorify God in your
body, and in your spirit, which are
God’s (1 Cor. 6:19, 20).

much research it was discovered
that the difference was caused by
smoking. In each case the non-
smokers would heal in half the time.
The reasons for this soon became
evident. Substantial healing re-
quires great amounts of oxygen.
Lungs which are very polluted can-
not supply much oxygen, and fur-
thermore, if they are filled much of
the time with smoke, resulting from
a fire at the end of a cigarette, which
uses most of the oxygen they need

These are searching questions,
are they not? Perhaps those who still
smoke are unhappy with this article.
You may argue that other people
have other bad habits. This is prob-
ably true. But is this an excuse for
your addiction? Admittedly, it is
very difficult to break out of an ad-
diction. Despite the help available
from various organizations many
people apparently find it impossible
to quit smoking. But surely, with
God’s help any addiction, including

is a fact that many srmokers have
children who smoke. In many cases
they have been introduced to the
habit by second-hand smoke and
by the example of their parents,

Can we do anything about this
matter? Should we do anything? |
believe the answer is “ves.” Church-
es which have implemented a NO
SMOIKING policy on their premises
{and 1 believe that most of our
churches have), are to be com-
mended for their initiative and the
love and care shown to their mem-
bers. Thispolicy shows that as a
whole, the church recognizes that
this addiction is unethical. But the
church can do more:

1) We can pray for those who
are addicted to the habit and striv-
ing to be delivered.

o 7'2’)"E3th’€hﬂTdT'V\fh’ifh"h‘35'1ﬁUt T

yet done so, may consider banning
all smokingfrom all its premises, in-
side and outside buildings.

3) Consistories can decide to
make smoking and its detrimental
health effects on children (especial-
ly smoking of mothers-to-be) a top-
ic of discussion at home visitations.

4) Church leaders can sit down
with voung people who are prone
to take up this evil habit and urge
them not todo so.

for their healing process, it is clear
that all healing will be greatly de-
fayed.

Some researchers have estimat-
ed that if Americans stopped smok-
ing cigarettes, lung cancer deaths
could virtually be eliminated with-
in twenty years. Lung cancer has
also risen rapidly in developing
nations because of the spread of
cigarette smoking, so that it has
become the leading fatal cancer in
the world today.

Although cigarette smoke con-
tains many initiating agents, the ces-
sation of smoking results in a negli-
gible risk of lung cancer after a year
or so. Can you think of a better in-
centive to stop smoking?

Meed for Christian action

The evidence that smoking is
dangerous and deadly is over-
whelming. Yet many of our older
people continue to set a poor ex-
ample for our youth. Also, many
young people are starting to smoke.
Is it not time to act in a principled
manner and decide that smoking is
harmful, not only to your own

smoking can be overcome!

Is it responsible to have part of
your resources go up in smoke when
you can support a needy child in a
developing country for the same
amount of money? Even when you
can afford to smoke, are you a good
steward of your funds when a con-
siderable amount of your money
goes up in smoke annually? Is it not
better to give it for the cause of the
Lord, such as missions or evange-
lism? it will not cause iliness, but
instead spread the Gospel!

It seemns that in this matter the
world is providing better leadership
than the church. By banning smok-
ing from all public buildings and
areas in large cities like Toronto, the
children of this world show they
are wiser than the children of light
{Luke 16:8). Society has recognized
the evil of smoking and its disas-
trous consequences for the health of
the population.

Particularly the effect of second-
hand smoke is seen as very danger-
ous. In light of this, what are we to
think of Christian parents who
smoke and pollute their little ones? It

5y Familymembers and friends
can support and encourage their
brothers orsisters and so help them
in the struggleto find a release from
this dangerous addiction.
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ple accounting procedures to help them
realize a profit,

People are not always keen to try
new things, for traditions are of long
standing. Nor is there much margin for
error when one lives so close to the
edge. If you only own an acre of land,
from which you derive most if not all
of your income, you cannot afford to try
a new crop which might fail. Maize,
which has proven reliable and not too
labour intensive, is the safest choice.

So our workers patiently demon-
strate and educate, and their efforts are
beginning to pay off. A women’s group
proudly showed us a healthy peanut
garden they were cultivating together. It
will add welcome protein to their fami-
lies’ diets. Literacy classes are filled
with eager participants. Under five

_health clinics monitor the weight and
health of infants, seeking to address
their needs and also to educate their
mothers in quality care.

Though appalled and saddened by
the magnitude and depth of the poverty
we encountered, we were also encour-
aged by the efforts to bring hope and
healing. Unlike so many high tech. aid
projects which flounder when the donor
leaves or machinery breaks down, this
type of development is well thought-
out and appropriate. [t seeks to meet

—the people where they are and to.bring.
them a step or two further. It is “do-able”
and will have long-term benefits. It gives
people a valuable sense of self-worth, of
being individuals valued by God who
do have a future and a hope.

May God richly bless what is being
done in Malawi to reach out to those
in need. Please pray for the Vankses
and their staff and continue to support
their efforts so that this vital work can
continue. Let’s continue to obey our
Lord’s command to “pour yourself out
for the hungry and satisfy the desire of
the afflicted.” (Isa. 58:10) We need not
doubt that such obedience will receive
His blessing.
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The five chapters in this little paper-
back are (1) Defining the Issues, (2) Who
are the Gays?, (3) What are Gay Rights?,
(4) Gay Rights and Religion, and (5)
The Myth of the Victimless Crime.

Mr. Magnuson is not afraid to
tackle illogical sentiments and ex-
pose them for what they are. For ex-
ample, how many of us have ever said
or heard it said, “Government is not
there to legislate morality?” All too
many Christians stand or sit quietly
by when such a statement is made.
We fail to ask, if government is not
supposed to legislate morality, what
is it suppose to legislate? Of course,
such a statement about the State’s in-
volvement in morality intends to point
out the separation between Church
and State. But what is really being said
~—is, “To the extent theology becomes—
embodied in law, it damages the so-
cial fabric.”

That is, keep the Judeo-Christian
ethic out of the State because the cur-
rent State in Canada wishes to answer
to no one. This means that the State
desires to be autonomous (a law unto it-
self), ultimately answerable to no one,
not even God. Magnuson puts it all
into perspective for us when he writes,

Most reasonable people reject the

old nostrum that “you can’t legislate

Certainly God decreed proper be-
haviour in the bedroom which exclud-
ed incest, adultery, rape, bestiality and
homosexuality. On another plane, the
government has done the same thing.
Think, for example, about a crime that
would have detrimental social conse-
quences, such as statutory rape. Does
the government have laws about that
kind of “bedroom” behaviour? You bet!
How about the “business bedroom” or
brothel. Does the government make
law concerning running houses of ill re-
pute? Yes, it does. Let’s take it a step fur-
ther. Does the government make law
concerning the number of wives a man
may legally have in his bedroom? Yes.
There are very strict laws concerning
the prohibition of polygamy. For the
same reason, “the law cannot ignore

in other sections of this most infor-
mative book Mr. Magnuson goes on to
document the pressures of homosexual
lobby groups in getting homosexuality
stricken from psychiatric textbooks as
“deviant” or “perverted” behaviour. He
also discusses the number of partners
that male homosexuals may have in a
lifetime {sometimes in the thousands)
and points out that 78% of homosexuals
have been treated or are being treated

for STDs (sexually transmitted diseases).

He aleo-nointe out-that the “tunical” ne
A>4 PUII TLY AT ly rllbul

__the influence of sodomy.” (pg. 131)

Hdwerda, B., The Church in the
Last judgment.

Translation by P.Y. Dejong of “De
Kerk in hetEindgericht” Populair
Wetenschappelijke Bijdragen, p.
163f. Published by the Inter-League
Publication Board, (Box 783, Lon-
don, Ontario N6A 4Y8), 1993. 51
pages. Reviewed by Rev. G.H.
Visscher.

The I.L.P.B. has done us a great ser-
vice by making available in print again
the text of a speech that the late Profes-
sor B. Holwerda gave at a youth meet-
ing in 1949, The speech gives us an
overview of the book of Revelation and
then deals specifically with Revelation

| 17 and its implications for the situation

as in 1949. ltwas originally translated
by Dr. P.Y. Delong in the days when he
was a professor at Calvin Theological
Seminary. Comparing an earlier copy
of that translation with the one provid-
ed by the I.L.P.B.itis apparent that quite
some changes have been made either
by the translator himself or through a
subsequent editor. The chapter divisions
in the new version also serve well to
make the work more readable.

My only disappointment with this

hooklet however.is the fact that an in
pookiet-noweveris-the ractinat-an-n

morality.” They realize that law is

nothing but a statement of mini-

mum public morality that teaches
members of society a basic course

in right and wrong. (pg. 122)
if we but think of simple matters such as
speed limit signs. Is speeding a moral is-
sue which the government controls?
Indeed, it is. What about theft, fraud,
murder, rape and the like? Does gov-
ernment make laws governing those ac-
tions? | should say that they do. Unfor-
tunately, Christians have become poor
“apple sorters” when it comes to other
fundamental moral issues.

But there is still a “hoot and cry”
from those who want to have such per-
versions as “consensual homosexuality”
{a euphemism for deviant sex between,
for example, two men or two women)
out of the jurisdiction of government.
This is the “idea that some crimes have
no victims and therefore are not soci-
ety’s business. The law should keep its
nose out of people’s affairs, the theory
goes, unless harm is being done to
someone else.” (pg. 127) But is it really
true that the bedroom is of such a pri-
vate nature that no laws can govern

He-als that the pe
dophile will molest approximately 70
children in a lifetime.

| was very grateful that this book
did intersperse some humour into a
very “heavy” and emotionally laden
subject. One of Mr. Magnuson’s de-
vices is to take things to their absurd
conclusions. For example, he asks
whether we should not move into oth-
er areas of life and accept other deviant
behaviour just as we are supposed to
accept homosexuality. Wouldn’t it be
possible to bring all of the exhibition-
ists out of the closet and propose a
“Flasher’s Pride” day. Or, we could ini-
tiate an “Adulterer’s Pride” day or a
“Proud to be a Pedophile” day.

The humour cannot override the se-
riousness of the subject matter of this
book, however. As Christians we have
been given both the Creation Mandates
and the Great Commission. We are not
at liberty to neglect either. As those
who are required to do Kingdom ethics
and have something to say to a per-
verse world, it is time that the church
had something to say rather than re-
maining so strangely silent on the moral
issues that face the country in which

that behaviour?

we live.

troduction or preface was not provid-
ed. The Board should realize that even
in our own community not everyone
knows anymore who the author was,
nor will everyone immediately under-
stand the significance of this speech for
the time in which Professor Holwerda
lived. Moreover, as the publications of
the [.L.P.B. do go out further than
Canadian Reformed circles, the need
for such an introduction is all the more
critical. Such an introduction might
also have made reference to the dis-
cussion precipitated by this speech,
and reflected the fact that Holwerda’s
central thesis is not one that met with
agreement even among colleagues
who were very close to him. Holwer-
da interpreted the great harlot of Reve-
lation 17 to bethefalse church, where-
as S. Greijdanus took the mainstream
position which sees the harlot as the
revelation of secularized world power
in opposition to God. K. Schilder also
sided more with the position adopted
by Greijdanus, although the pointed
out that the two positions are not mu-
tually exclusive. In any case, the book
stirred much debate and discussion,
the matter was even taken further by
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C. VanderWaal in his writings, but
none of this is passed on to the reader.
By the way, those who are interested
could lock up another one of Professor
L. Selles’ last works entitled “B. Holw-
erda’s ‘The Church in the Last Judg-
ment:’ Forty Years Later” (Clarion, Vol.
39, nos 23, 24, 25; 1990). lt would also
have been appropriate for the publish-
er to mention somewhere that the orig-
inal version of this speech can be found
in the book Populair Wetenschap-
pelijke Bijdragen (Goes: Oosterbaan &
Le Cointre, 1962, pp. 163-198).

None of this is to take away from
the fact that the 1.L.P.B. is to be thanked
for making this work available once
again. Even if one chooses to differ ex-
egetically, this work is of more than
just historical interest; anyone working

I o fanlic

In the same year that the Lord took
Professor L. Selles to Himself in glory,
some of the fruit of his labours for the
Lord has come into our midst again.
This revised edition of his 1969 publi-
cation was necessitated by the fact that
the Bible translation which was then
predominant in our circles, the King
James Version, has been replaced by
the Revised Standard Version with the
result that many significant linguistic
changes had to be made. Surely it
would not do to use phrases like “at
sundry times and in divers manners”
when the Bibles in our possession have
the simpler “in many and various ways”
(1:1). The revision is not limited to the
quotations from Scripture however; a
major revision of the interpretation can
be found, for example, with respect to

the Word of God. The work is meant to
be no more than an outline; those who
wish more detail will need to look else-
where, but they will do well to contin-
ue to check other readings with the
careful interpretation we are given here.

It is apparent that quite some edit-
ing has taken place and many para-
graphs have been rearranged, much of
this it seems through the appreciated
assistance of Mrs. M. De Gelder. Also
the questions have undergone careful
scrutiny, although it is good to remem-
ber Professor Selles’ caveat in the intro-
duction that these questions should not
be given priority lest they dampen the
discussion. The L.L.P.B. has also made
the final copy quite pleasing to the eye
with its clear type and fine page layout.
Personally though, | would have pre-

with-Revelation-17-would-be-foelish
not to consider Holwerda’s approach
and many fine remarks. Moreover, here
we have one of the few English versions
of a man uniquely gifted by the Lord,
and as always it is a joy and a delight
to see the wonderful way in which Pro-
fessor Holwerda prophetically applies
the Word of God to the situation that
the church was in at that time.

Selles, L. The Letter to the

Hebrews 7, and minor changes and
additions have been made throughout.

Despite many years of study be-
tween the two editions, Professor Selles
did not feel that his main positions re-
garding the author, readers and date of
the letter needed to change; in that re-
gard he was certainly in touch with the
rest of the scholarly world which despite
a great deal of discussion has not come
any closer to certainty with respect to
these background questions either. Thus
we have once again the result of the

ferred that the paragraphs would be
properly indented rather than divided by
a line space, since this is a style which,
though proper in letter writing, is not
often found elsewhere. This revision
also shows the need for authors and
publishers not to depend their works too
heavily on any one Bible translation,
for now that the RSV too is likely to be
replaced among us the obvious question
is: will we need yet another revision?
On the whole though, the .LL.P.B. is
to be commended for making this work

Hebrews: A Series of Ouilines.

First revised edition. Published by
the Inter-League Publication Board
(Box 783, London, Ontario N6A
4Y8), 1993. 173 pages. Reviewed
by Rev. G.H. Visscher.

kind of work for which many held Pro-
fessor Selles dear — an interpretation
which is dependable because he has
carefully wrestled with the text, avoid-
ed any fanciful exegesis, content simply
to make clear for us the rich message of

OUR LITTLE MAGAZINE

available to us. Asthe board says in their
opening words written in memory of
Professor Selles: “may these outlines . .
. be of benefit to all who study the Let-
ter to the Hebrews, knowing that in the
Lord his labour was not in vain.”

By Aunt Betty

Dear Busy Beavers,

Wow! Busy Beavers must really like spring, because |
have received lots and lots of Spring Surprise Stories! It is
really interesting to read them. Even though they all start
the same, every story is very different. Since | promised you
that | would put some in the Clarion, here are a few.

Chris and Michelle came running up the sidewalk, splash-
ing through the slush. They pulled the door open, stopping
only a moment to kick off their boots. “Mom, Mom, guess
what we just saw now!” they shouted. “It must be pretty
exciting,” said Mom. “Yes,” said Chris, “We saw a robin.”

“Why, that’s early!” exclaimed Mom. “We thought it
was,” answered Michelle. “Come on — Oh Mom, there’s an-
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other one! Come on, Chris. Let’s play outside and look for
more signs of spring.” So they went outside again. All of a
sudden Chris shouted “ Look Michelle, another sign of spring,
a Bloodroot, that beautiful flower!” “Yippee” exclaimed
Michelle,” | love Bloodroots. But Chris, I’m hungry!” She
checked her watch. “Wow, it’s three thirty already,” she
said to her twin. “Let’s go in for something to eat.” “What will
Mom say ¢ We're so dirty, “ said Chris. So they went in.
They were just done munching on cake, when they heard a
car hum. “Oh! Dad’s home from work!” yelled Michelle.
When their dad came in they told him about the signs of
spring. “It’s certainly spring,” he said to them. And it was!

By Busy Beaver feremy Feenstra
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Happy Birthday to You!
Very best wishes for a super day celebrating your birth-
y with your fami ily and friends. May our Heavenly Father
ess and guide you alf each day in the year ahead.

Tanya Meints 1 VanderVeide 18
Erin Welfing 4 m@ma 20
Esther Snyder 5 fiet 20
Sarah Kampe 5 Jjocelyn Schooen 22
Sharon Bartels 6 Evelene Plug 27
Rebecca Kruisselbrink 6 Bﬂr‘iia Feenstra 27
Laura Bol 7 Reuel Feenstra 27
Felicia Costerhoff & NMatasha VanVeen 27
Kavla Koopmans 9  Ben Bartels 28
Lee-Anne Vanderwoerd 9 Bradley Bartels 28
Vanessa Aikema Tracy Lynn Malda 29
Eric Vandergriendt Renee Kruisselbrink 29
Jason VanderHorst 16 Melissa DeBoersap 30
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From: the Mailbox

Welcome to the Busy Beaver
Club, Renee Kruisselbrink. Spring
ﬂe‘au:% be avery exciting time on a
farm! Do you have any other ani-
nmia on your farm bes d,—r‘ the calves
and your dog? | guess you like your
teacher very much! Bye Renee.
Hi Katherine Wiersma. Sorry

about your nan noi' getting on the Birthday | W:—z i re-
member it nmi ime. Thank you for thinking up the code
for the other Busy ’i“dm s to do. Eye, Katherine.

Welcome 1o the Busy Beaver Club, Katrina Meerveld,
What king books do you enjoy reading? What is your

favor urite time at school? Bye Katrina.

jeke "anffcimmp. Thank you for the well-ilfus-

sent in, but could you tell me more about
I'd love to hear more. i?ivﬂ %ier*ﬁﬁka::

, Vir; mza,i.m

for th f puzzles you sent in.

ing? By‘ \/sr,
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Hi Rebecca selbrink. sha ik qu for sat
ter and story. He m heaa from you soon. i'i",'e, Rebecca.
Welcome to 3 Beaver Club, Yvonne Bysterveld,
You and your ? ave had a very fun day on vour
n March! Thank vou for the code.
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