


Again: Shall Women
Vote in Church?

By J. Geertsema

Three Letiers to the Editor

The November 5, 1993 issue of Clarion contained a Press
Review which presented to the readers the grounds of the
Synod of Ommen of our sister churches in the Netherlands
for adopting the active voting of the sisters in the congrega-

lot” in the light of Ezekiel 16:44-56. “This is passing judg-
ment.” For “when churches become spiritual harlots then
they are false churches.” Br. Reinink’s formulation reminds
Br. Kamphuis of the time of the Liberation when such lan-
guage turned many people off.

tions. In Clarion of January 28, 1994 a letter to the editor ap-
peared from Br. Reinink expressing great concern about this
decision in the Netherlands. We received three other letters
in reaction to that of Br. Reinink. Rather than just printing
these three letters, | would like to present them here (in
chronological order) and comment on the matter itself.

The first letter is from Br. E.A. Numan in Telkwa, B.C. He
agrees with Br. Reinink and writes that

“the young ministers in the Synod of Ommen 1993

were warned by the professors of the Reformed Univer-

sity in Kampen not to go that way. (It is) an unbiblical

way, but they want also to have elders pronounce the

—greeting and blessing in the church services. You wait |

and see the elders want also to administer the sacra-

ments and be equal with the ministers who studied for

five or more years. The revolution of feminism is here
penetrating De Gereformeerde kerken Art. 31 in the

Netherlands. Everything has to go. Well, they have a

good example in the synodical churches which, under

the leadership of professor Dr. H. Kuitert of the Free Uni-

versity, declared the first chapters of Genesis a myth.”
Br. Numan mentions further other professors of the same
university who rejected the historicity of the miracles in the
Old and New Testament denied the death of Christ at the
cross as a satisfaction for sin. Br. Numan is afraid that the sis-
ter churches in the Netherlands are following the synodical
churches. He connects the decisions of the Synod of Om-
men with the co-operation of the Reformed Political Party
(GPV) with other parties and the adoption of editors from
other Reformed churches in the editorial board of “Neder-
lands Dagblad.” He asserts that our sister churches go even
further than the Christian Reformed Churches in the matter
of allowing elders to pronounce salutation and blessing. And
he hopes that the professors in Hamilton will show the true
doctrine and meaning of the Bible as it speaks in Genesis 1-
3, in Gal. 3:28, in Timothy, etc.

The second letter comes from Br. M. Kamphuis in Or-
angeville. He writes that if Br. Reinink had a valid reason
for his concern, it would be correct to make this known to
our churches in order that we “in brotherly love warn the
(Dutch) churches in an orderly way.” Br. Kamphuis has ob-
jections against the manner in which Br. Reinink writes
when stating that the Dutch churches “are playing the har-
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Br-Kamphuis does not think that the Synod-of Ommen
meant to say that its decision was necessary because “we
live in a different time” and that, therefore, it was led by
“the spirit of our time.” He writes:

This decision about women’s voting rights has gone on
for a long time already, even long before the Liberation.
| read once that Prof. L. Lindeboom (1845-1933, J.G.)
was in favour of it. After the Liberation it was brought
up for discussion again at a synod, but rejected. At the
Synod of Ommen some ministers were convinced by the
report and changed their mind so that it was unani-
mously adopted. It is not easy to say who is right and
who is wrong. So, is there no concern for our sister
~churches? T'think there is. When we read the article
from Prof. Van Dam “Living in Faith,” then we see that
there is concern about the life style of especially the
younger generation and that counts for all of us too.
However, | hope that articles like that of Br. Reinink,
which is of an extreme nature, do not appear among us
again. It will not and does not benefit anyone but only
serves to hurt feelings.
The third letter comes from Br. Harry Alkema in Burlington.
He complains about the selection of letters to the editor, and
refers in particular to the letter of Br. Reinink. With respect
to the publication of letters to the editor he asks:

Was it the lack of letters, their lack of quality, or just the
fact that Clarion was to tow the line of Reformed theolo-
gy? | can only conclude, after reading the above letter that
it is a matter of choice or selection! It is apparent that very
conservative view points are more important than time-
ly, current and perhaps controversial points of view. Your
policy of selection reflects gross immaturity.
To get on with W. Reinink’s letter, his extreme view points
and slander of the churches in Holland are wanting. And,
additionally, his quoting of Scripture was grossly mis-
placed. Surely, what he writes is not representative of our
churches! | would be ashamed if someone from outside
our churches would read such a letter in our “official”
church paper.

Would you please use a more mature approach in your

letters to be published? Actually the letters to the editor

could easily be expanded to reflect Reformed opinions
of our people in Canada. It would generate quite some in-
terest as we have many opinionated people in our midst.



A Response

| begin with the last letter because it shows total dissatis-
faction with the editor’s policy. The writer assumes that
Clarion has a policy of selecting only certain “conservative”
letters for publication. | can assure him that this is indeed his
assumption combined with a number of accusations and
judgments on the basis of assumptions. Clarion does not have
such a policy. Yes, after some hesitation and discussion the
“extreme” letter of Br. Reinink was published. It is with the
same hesitation that this letter of Br. Alkema is published,
because it expresses concern in a manner which assumes
and accuses on the basis of just assumptions. | would like to
ask Br. Alkema: is this the correct Christian way?

Why did we publish the letter of Br. Reinink? We were of
the opinion that his concern is genuine and understand-
able. Br. Reinink has seen the development in the Christian
Reformed Church: first there was a decision to give the
women the right to vote, and now this is being followed by
decisions (leading to) giving them the right to be voted into
the offices. | am sure that Br. Alkema agrees with Br. Reinink
and with me that, while we can discuss the matter of active
voting, the matter of passive voting rights must be rejected
on the basis of, among other texts, 1 Timothy 2:12. We do
not want to follow the Synodical churches in the Nether-
lands or the CRC in North American in adapting our way of
doing things in the church to the “spirit of our times.” We
want our churches to abide by the doctrine of the Scrip-
tures as we confess them.

Br. Kamphuis writes in a careful manner and shows the
picture that also our churches in their decisions so far have
shown. Br. Numan is in agreement with Br. Reinink but does
not argue from Scripture but rather with suggestions and
exclamations about what will happen further on this way of
deformation and he points to other matters and churches
that have turned or are turning liberal.

A Protestant Reformed voice

Professor D.J. Engelsma of the Protestant Reformed
churches gives his comment on the decision of our Dutch
sister churches in The Standard Bearer (vol. 70, no. 12:
March 15, 1994). He sides with the brothers Reinink and
Numan in being critical of this decision, but is not as radical.
He begins his comment with a proverb of the Arabs. It says
that “one must keep the nose of the camel out of his tent.”
Failing to do so, “the Arab will soon have the whole camel
in his tent.” This proverb expresses the same as a Latin say-
ing, ”Obsta principiis,” which means: “Resist the begin-
nings.” Prof. Engelsma adds,

Applicable to all of life, the rule is especially urgent for

the church. If the beginnings of corrupt doctrine, impure

worship, unsound government, or any unholy life are per-

mitted in the church, later it will prove to be impossible

to withstand the evils in their fully developed forms.
This expresses the same concern as the two brothers have.

Prof. Engelsma discusses the grounds of the Synod of
Ommen. The first ground deals with what the Bible says. En-
gelsma writes:

The ground begins with the statement that “the Scrip-
tures do not give a direct answer to the question whether
or not the sisters are to participate in the election of of-
fice bearers.” In an important section, the first ground
adds yet another negative declaration: “The Scriptures
do not give a general order for the women to be silent
in the congregation.”
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By R. Aasman

CRITIQUE

2. Church and State

Bahnsen's thesis that Old Testament
law is not only for Israel but also for the
surrounding nations and thus for civil
government today is seriously flawed.
His use of Deut. 4 to prove this helds no
water, because the point is not that the
nations would be impressed with Is-
rael’s political economy and want to
take that over, but that they would be
impressed with Israel’s God and want to
worship Him by joining the covenant
people. Moreover it is clear that the
law is specifically given to God’s
covenant people and defines the na-
ture of God’s covenant relations with
His people. Note that in the opening
words of the decalogue the Lord says: /
am the Loro your God, who brought
you out of the land of Egypt, out of the

house of hondage. The law is specifi-.

mine the thesis of a separation of reli-
gious and paolitical lines in Israel?

We understand of course that Old
Testament [srael in its combination of
church and state was not an ideal situ-
ation. This too is a part of the Old Tes-
tament shadows which point to a
heavenly reality. It was but an ectype
of the archetype. It finds its fulfilment —
through Christ—~ in the church of the
MNew Testament. As Peter writes: vou
are a chosen race, a royal priesthood,
a holy nation, God’s own people.
There is no parallel between lsrael as
a state in the Old Testament and the
civil government today. There is no
support for that in Scripture. Such an
idea is based on a non-christological
approach to the Old Testament.

Therefore to transfer the penal sanc-
tions from Old Testament lsrael to the
hands of the state today also does not
follow. The discipline in Old Testa-

Christian church, for then God locks a
person outside His everlasting kingdom.

Bahnsen is very careful to distin-
guish between church and state. How-
ever by taking the laws for lsrael,
including the punishments, and plac-
ing that in the hands of the civil author
ity, there is a danger of confusing the
work of the church and the state. There
is a danger of placing more emphasis on
the state restructuring a Christian soci-
ety, than on the church proclaiming
the gospel of redemption in Jesus Christ.
There is a danger that the discipline of
the civil authority gets greater empha-
sis than the church. It also leads to con-
fusion: in the case of idolatry, is it the
task of the state to punish idolaters?
Mareover, should someone who is not
a member of the covenant community
be punished, even executed, for wor-

_shipping other gods? Are Biblical pun-_

ishments not based on one’s covenant
relationship with God and one’s an-
swerability for that? Even some theono-
mists realize that there is confusion in
their own line of reasoning.

Clearly there is also a misunder-
standing of Mt. 28 and an improper dis-
tinction between church and kingdom,
especially in the teachings of Gary
North. This leads to an impoverishment
of both church and kingdom. The
church is not the agency which enables
Christians to go out and do kingdom

cally given to those whom God has de-
livered. Bahnsen misses the purpose of
the law which is designed to make the
covenant community a kingdom of
priests and kings to God.

As for Bahnsen’s important distinc-
tion of lsrael as church and state, that is
artificial. It is untenable. In the Old Tes-
tament, church and state were one, as
the Lord Himself states in Ex. 19:6: you
shall be to me a kingdom of priests and
a holy nation. Even a sojourner or
stranger in the land could witness and
experience God’s blessings for His
covenant people. Even secular rulers
were emploved as servants of God for
the benefit of His covenant people.
What God did for the sojourner or how
He used a secular ruler does not demon-
strate a separation of church and state
in lsrael which existed independently of
each other, but shows how He is fulfill-
ing His one plan of salvation. Also the
distinction which Bahnsen makes be-
tween Moses and Aaron as a support
for the distinction between church and
state is artificial. These two men worked
side by side for the same goals within
the one covenant community of Godl
And is it not true that on the one hand
Moses had to intercede for Aaron and
on the other hand the Levites had to act
as judges at times? Does this not under-

“ment Israel is now fulfilled in the disci-

pline of the New Testament Church.
Whereas the punishment for a number
of sins in the Old Testament is the death
penalty, in the New Testameni it is ex-
communication from the church and
so from the kingdom of God. What
should be done to homosexuals, adul-
terers, incestuous people? Paul says you
preach to them and admonish them,
and if they remain unrepentant then
they are to be excommunicated. Think
of the incestuous young man in 1 Cor.
5. In fact, the wrath of God expressed
against such persans in Rom. 1 does not
culminate in the death penalty but in
everlasting condemnation. This does
not make God’s law less effective and
disciplinary as Bahnsen charges, but it
does the very opposite. Only read the
letter to the Hebrews, especially the
latter part of chapter 10, Here we see
that Mosaic penology is fulfilied and
heightened in the increased responsibil-
ity and condemnation of the new
covenant. How terrible is the wrath of
God against those who have come to
know jesus Christ and yet deliberately
sin. Heb. 10 makes it clear that the
capital punishment of the Mosaic law
is fulfilled in the consuming wrath of
God. This wrath of God is displayed to-
dav in the excommunication from the

work, namely the restructuring of soci-
ety. Dr. |. Faber speaks about the dan-
gers of making too much of a distinc-
tion between church and kingdom in
Essays in Reformed Docirine” There is
no sharp distinction between the two:
the church is the assembly of obedient
citizens of the kingdom. The kingdom is
spread through the proclamation and the
institution of localized churches
throughout the world. Therefore Mi. 28
should not be understood as Christ's pro-
gram for a Christian reconstruction of
society, but as the proclamation of the
gospe!l and the institution of the church
where obedient citizens of the kingdom
are gathered. Then those redeemed and
renewed in Christ may also cultivate the
earth to the glory of their King!

For a proper understanding of
church and state today, we should study
article 36 of the Belgic Confession,
which goes back to Calvin’s Institute
In keeping with Rom. 13 and 1 Tim. 2,
it is the task of the state to preserve the
true religion and create conditions in
which the church can flourish. Bahnsen
{ikes Calvin because Calvin says the
civil government should base its laws on
the polity of Moses. But a careful read-
ing of Calvin in his Institutes, IV xx 14-
16, shows that he understands the Mo-
saic law is unique for Israel but now we
can take the substance and truth of such
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C OLLEGE CORNER

By J. Geertsema

The Faber-Holwerda Bursary Fund

On September 8, 1989, Dr. jelle
Faber announced the establishment of
the Faber-Holwerda Bursary Fund. This
Fund was initiated at the time of the re-
tirement of Dr. |. Faber as Professor of
Dogmatology at the Theological College
of the Canadian Reformed Churches.

At this time, we wish to remind the
reader of the existence of the Faber-
Holwerda Bursary Fund. We thankfully
report that several donations to the Fund
have been received during the five years
since its inception. The current capital
amount in the Fund stands at approxi-
mately $36,000.00.

The intent and aim of the Faber-
Holwerda Bursary Fund is to provide
some financial aid to students at the
Theological College. This assistance is
in addition to monies received from
other sources, and is not intended to
replace assistance received from eccle-
siastical and/or government sources.

All students admitted to the Theolog-
ical College on a full-time basis are eligi-
ble to apply for financial assistance. Stu-

dents wishing to apply, proceed to com-
plete an application form. Upon receipt
of the application forms, at least two
members of the Faber-Holwerda Bursary
Committee and the Dean of Students
arrange an interview with the applicants.

The Faber-Holwerda Bursary Fund
is described in the By-Laws governing
the operation of the Theological Col-
lege. The Fund is administered by the
Faber-Holwerda Bursary Committee
consisting of a member of the Faculty of
the College (Prof. |. Geertsema), the
Treasurer of the Finance and Property
Committee (Mr. C. G. Heeringa) and a
representative of the Faber family (Mrs.
C. van Halen-Faber). The Bursary Com-
mittee is accountable to the Finance
and Property Committee of the Theo-
logical College.

During the past five years, the Bur-
sary Committee had the pleasant task of
providing some limited financial aid to
Theological students. In some cases,
this assistance was intended for special
circumstances and in other cases, the

allocation of funds was meant to assist
the student in the purchase of books.

Allotment of the annual disburse-
ment of funds is limited to eighty per-
cent of the interest earned on the capi-
tal. The remaining twenty percent of
the interest is added to the principal
amount in order to allow for an infla-
tion factor as well as a modest increase
of the capital.

We remind the reader that tax-re-
ceiptable personal and corporate dona-
tions to the Faber-Holwerda Bursary
Fund are most welcome. In addition, we
urge you to consider this Fund as you
prepare your last will and testament. Re-
sponsible Christian stewardship includes
planned giving!

Donations and/or requests for fur-
ther information may be directed to:

Faber-Holwerda Bursary Fund
¢/o Theological College of the
Canadian Reformed Churches
110 West 27th Street,
Hamilton, Ontario
L9C 5AT
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OOK REVIEWS

1 on Daniel, A New Edition

~

}G‘fm Calvin, L;am“

it

$24, 19 {ERY

With “mﬂ ‘m“umf', we Eﬁsve the be.
ginming of a new translation of Calvin's
Old Testament commentaries. The
New Testament ones were refranslated
earlier {1950-1971) and happily the
time for the Old Testament has come.

The ai im of this new transiation from
the orzgma iix?ﬁf» iw -century editions is
“to tet Calvin speak in his own words,
as far aqt siazm into another lan-
guage allo f,,g« {p. vii}. Veteran Calvin
scholar, T.H.L. Parker has certainly suc-
ceeded in doeing this in the voluw
before us. Further attractive f{’am:“u in-
clude brief but very helpful editorial
niotes, the inclusion of all marginal text
references; and detaitled indexes at the
back (Sub;'ecf;ﬂ names, Biblical refer-

ences, and foreign language words),
Calvin's com z*ncm"ary fm Daniel is

inr "’Elﬁ‘y a series of Latin “lectures to
older schoolboys and aimenib in frain-
ing for ‘o igsuma;y’ w:;ari:, m"qc 'ﬁ%'
in Fran
Geneva 3nﬁ’ EY ﬁa (n ix}. Tﬁ is gs"é%
Calvin's exposition the freshness and

immeﬂ acy f%nﬁ classroom, with

e advantages of it. For rfké??"pjt?, we
have a,a;vm’" franslation of the He-
b oW OF Azarﬂa rext imefruw‘fed now
a Q then with m*‘nwni on his trans-
' : ..

fation, before continuing. Now and
iHa. iheuﬁ is repe Uuon to dr;w home

a2 point. !h{:w features enable one
readir g these lectures to have the
sense of being there and listening fo

Ca%viﬁ first *}rﬂ d.
These lectures ran for almost a year
from lune 12, 1559 o Pd!’ﬁy‘ April 156(
nd when published | ﬁ 1561 were "icﬁ
;ca%;af} to “to all Cm aithful servants
who fong for Christ's é\:néd@m ‘{u be
well uﬂp’erﬁ ance.” " Many fn

e
iso

7
~
H
LA

o, when Calvin
he writes:

21T E0 CAst GUr Cares upon
a1y teryor threatens us fmu T

discusses

the id or when men would
menace and prevent us from living
Ly farr A«e know that

wirn the
: against

{ \iUu
who ?&ig,t

it is in the hands
hearts f those

us, and to deliver us from every
peril gg:» 343
And elsewhere {on Uan 3:18),

b we have protection
enoy God, let us realize ther
is no better way {o save our 'sves
than by putling curselves e
under His ,Jiezectsm nd c

::EJ

And on Daﬁ 3:23,.4 aévm notes ‘h at we
d ot be afraid to die in the service
1? we are not finished our call-
ing, G«:)d will preserve our life. He then
continue
S0 0? 11 a5 s
use His power
leads Us o oeai:%'s, let y
minds that there is numsﬂg better for
us than to d;e, a“;:i that it is harmful
to prolong cur lives. (p. 139)
Also in other way

3stelit]
of Go

expedient, God will
and savs

Ls::') b
make up our

s the times in which
this instruction took place is mirrored in
the exegesis and aga in i’m‘s enhances

the reading experience. in comment-
ing an Nebuchadnezzar's
%

have the Hebrew

zar's own age nda in thm
knowledges the positive bafie
an appreciation for the .zb'z

which were des

in Jﬂéhﬂhé’iCm and

0?”‘&? ”O*ix"(ﬁ‘ l""f“ m?”ﬂé"

over s”sm thwvh s

Reading throu .—jf‘t
s of Daniel 1-6 w

haxff 2} s

if He

in Gmm“
Another as ;} ot of
th

these expositions
em 50 rewar d;r;;
are the pravers of Calvin that concl
each fecture. These are mode! Draye 3
in the simple pie&‘y an nd :%g%ﬂaem @ on
ay as well as fh»
or the day of
t which they show. One ex-
after a lecture on Dan 2:36-43);
‘almighty God, that we may
s0 remermber that we 50"(;u*i, in this
wnriu, that no splendour of world-
ly wealth and power ;g:’o‘ w%sdcm
may dazzle our eyes; but let us al-
ways direct our gaze and all our
senses to the kmgdorf‘ of your Son
and utterly cleave 1o it he.n nGth-
ing will hinder us from hastening
on the course of cur vacation until
at last we pass through immeasur-
able space and arrive at the goal
which vou have set hefore us and
to which today the oroclamation
of your gospel invites us. And at last
vou will gather us into that blessad
eternity which has been won for us
by the blood of the same yuur S0
nor shall we ever be eroded aw ‘,»
from Him but, Ups'eid by His pow-
er, we shalf be raised above all the
heavans by Him. Amen. \p.\}@'
%? sad ?hsx vmun e or yourself

.‘,J"w»

fiving £

S
v

rsew“, t,umiaza vniz mes as *h 3 COmKE
out. Highly recommended!

By R. Gleason

Communion with God

lohn Owen, Communion with
abridged and made easy to vead by
i Law, Eﬁet”&“‘fgh Banner of Truth
{1991, £2.95 or $6.95 (L)

w }

i
{
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importance ever since they were
reprinted in 1965.

This little book is an excerpt taken
from Volume 2 of Owen’s Works. Mr.
Law has done every one a great service
by abridging this work and making it
easier to read or, as they say in Sudbury,
“easifying”) for it is patently true that the
Puritans could exhaust any text of Scrip-
ture and the reader in the process.

This treatise speaks about the very
important spiritual topic of the com-
munion that all the saints have with
God.

in an introductory chapter, Owen
introduces his subject by speaking of
the Christian’s communion with each
Person of the Godhead individually.
Thereafter, he embarks on a thoroughly
Biblical exposition of what it means for
—the-betiever to-have communion with
the Father.

The chapters 5-17 deal with the
nature of the communion of the Chris-
tian with Christ. The reader is asked to
meditate upon “What streams of grace,
purging, pardoning, quickening and
helping, flow from Christ’s love every

day!” (pg.64) The real communion of
grace by Christ, however, is His send-
ing the Holy Spirit to regenerate us, to
create all habits of grace in us and to
supply us daily with grace in our
hearts. (John 14, 15, 16). Christ is our
treasure for “in Him are hidden all the
treasures of wisdom and knowledge”
(Col. 2:3). One of the great strengths of
QOwen is his thorough acquaintance
with Scripture. He is constantly provid-
ing the reader with a feast of Biblical
references. For example, in his discus-
sion of Christ as the wisdom of the be-
liever he makes reference to the truth
that “God’s law is also to be admired as
an expression of his wisdom”
(Deut.4:7-8, pg. 85).

Owen’s little chapters on “Know-
ing Ourselves” and the “Consequences

vick and bhic

Uf FC”G‘V'V'Sh;p bct’v‘vﬁ'cﬁ Chl Se-anc-mis
Saints” (chapters 10 & 11) are a delight
to read and must cause the heart of the
believer to well up within them as they
read how this Puritan writer so beauti-
fully and personally applies Scripture.
One note must be added about
Owen’s chapters on the Holy Spirit

(chapters 18-24). Owen believed that
the “extraordinary” gifts of the Holy
Spirit has ceased with the closing of
the New Testament canon. That did
not prohibit him from speaking about
the Person and Work of the Holy Spirit
in such a manner that | am now con-
vinced that a complete Christian ethics
could be written taking each of the nine
various aspects of the one fruit of the
Spirit. In just a few pages {pp. 190-193)
Owen gladdens the heart of the believ-
er as he discourses on “The Holy Spirit
and the Hearts of Believers.”

I often recommend works of the Pu-
ritans to the members of the congrega-
tion in Toronto and included guota-
tions from them in a rubric called
“Food for Thought.” | would like to

encourage all who have never read

from these giants to take the time to-
day to let them spiritually feed you.
Their writings are filled with Scripture,
devotion, scholarship and practical
application. | would heartily recom-
mend that you begin with John Owen’s
Communion With God.

Inter League

Publication Board

It seems like such a short time
since the Men’s, Women's, and Young
People’s Societies began another sea-
son of Bible study. By the time this re-
port is published and distributed, the
season will soon be drawing to a close.

Many societies have completed
their roster, and will be in need of
new study material. The I.L.P.B. would
like to remind the societies of the
many outlines that are available. Also,
each congregation has an I.L.P.B. rep-
resentative, who would be pleased to
take care of orders. Please call them
for information and assistance.

A new brochure is being made,
which outlines the books available, in-
cluding prices. When this brochure is
completed it will be sent to the local
I.L.P.B. representatives. The societies
will then have the opportunity to
choose and order materials in time for
the new study season.
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The first new publication to be
printed this year is a booklet entitled
Both in Life and in Death, by Prof. N.H.
Gootjes. We are thankful for this work;
it deals with the timely topic of eu-
thanasia.

Another reason for thankfulness is
that one of our professors has taken
time out of his busy schedule to write
for the [.L.P.B. We sincerely hope it
will not be a final contribution for
Prof. Gootjes. We would also like to
encourage more of our professors
and/or ministers to follow his exam-
ple. While the 1.L.P.B.’s largest task is
translating study material from Dutch
into English, it remains very time con-
suming and expensive. It would be a
very positive progression if outlines
could be written directly in the English
language.

The next publication to come out
this year is Christ in the Family, by W.

Meyer. This book, previously published
by the L.L.P.B., has been out of print for
some time. It has been revised, updat-
ed, and will be reprinted this summer.

Other titles will follow soon, de-
pendent on feasibility.

With regards to the questionnaires,
the 1.L.P.B. is looking for input from
societies. Is there a particular Bible
book for which the societies would like
to see an outline in print? Please send
in your responses as soon as possible.

Trusting that the societies are
pleased with the service of the I.L.P.B.,
we close with a request for your con-
tinuing prayer for this often difficult,
but important work.

Wishing the societies
God'’s blessing

on their studies,

for the L.L.P.B.,

Mrs. E.M. Schutten



PRESS RELEASE

L]

At future League functions. LL.P.B.
wishes to have the only book sale
table.

Ted VanRaalte will be Young Peoples
League representative until Septem-
ber 94.

Fifteen out of 93 questionnaires have
been received to date. A report will

- be generated when more are mailed
back.

cerning ways of improving LLL.P.B.
output.

Meeting of the Inter-League
Publication Board with the
Administration Committee, held
on March 4, 1994 at Pilgrim
Canadian Reformed Church,
London, ON

Minutes of Administration Commit-
tee meeting of January 24, 1994 were
reviewed.

* The two new Administration Commit-
tee members: Mrs. [rene Boeringa: the
new Administrator; and Mrs. Linda
Schouten: Treasurer, were added to
the Personnel List. The address list

Present at the meeting:

George Helder and Keith Sikkema
for the Men’s League

Lies Schutten and Jane Oosterhoff
for the Women’'s League.

Ted VanRaalte for the Young Peo- | ¢ Progress report:
ple’s League. Ecclesiastes, M.}.C. Blok. (reprint)
available since December 1993.
Books in Progress:

Are our book prices competitive? It
is hard to compare prices with differ-
ent types of publications.

Should we look at Korte Verklaring,
Bible student’s Commentaries? More
background information will be re-
searched.

was updated to correct a few errors.

Administration Committee:

Pete Engbers, irene Boeringa, Bonita Both in Life and in Death, Dr. Gootjes
Vanderlinde, Rennie Pieterman, Linda Colossians, DeVries (reprint) N
Schouten, and Elaine Spriensma. ® Next meetings:

Absent: Cynthia VanRaalte, Young Luke Vol. , C. Hagens - Board Meeting, September 16,

Luke Vol. 2, C. Hagens

People’s League 1994 at W. Qosterhoff residence.

Luke Vol. 3, C. Hagens - Combined Meeting, Friday, Octo-
Acts Vol. 1, VanderBerg ber 7, 1994, Hamilton church, 7:30
Acts Vol. 2, VanderBerg

p.m.
1 Corinthians, L. Selles
2 Corinthians, L. Selles
Believe and Confess Vol. 1, C.G. Bos
Believe and Confess Vol. 2, C.G. Bos
Christ in the Family, Meijer
Jjames, 1&2 Peter, Harksen, Smelik,
{reprint)
Daniel, Redeemer v.s. Destroyer,
Bremmer, (reprint)
The Church Art 27-29, Rev. deWolf,

e The chairman, George Helder,
opened the meeting by reading lsaiah
55, he led in prayer, we sang Psalm
27:2 and all were welcomed.

e Pete Engbers led in closing prayer.

Jane Oosterhoff

# The agenda was adopted. e
secretary, I.L.P.B.

» The minutes of the Board meeting of
February 11, 1994 were read and
corrected.

s The Administration Commitiee was
informed on communication with the
author of articles on Church History,

s Numbers: The Board explained in (reprint)
more detail why it felt that the project Wat is hierop uw antwoord, M.H
should be postponed for a while. Sliggers rom

® The computerization of the sales part |

of LL.P.B. will begin after some
analysis and customizing of software.
Adrministration will report to Board
how ownership and depreciation will
be arranged. Computer and software
is owned by L.L.P.B. until & decision
is reached.

Budgeting and Planning: two mem-
bers of the Board will meet with the
Administrator and Co-ordinator to
discuss better long term planning and
budgeting for the L.L.P.B. This sub-
committee will make proposals con-

Sales report: Report was presented.
Sales are consistent but slightly down
from last vear.

e Marketing report: Draft copy of new
brochure was distributed. All Aus-
tralian publications have increased in
price.

» Financial report: Reports were pre-
sented and reviewed.

e General Discussion
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Dear &Esy Beavers,

PICTURE CODE
By Busy Beaver Tamara VanderBrugghen

5

On Easter morning, angels were sent by God to the A A G9 M S & Y e
earth again Of'ny at very special times did this | u??;"}pp‘”i H & . . -
N T '
Heavenly messengers came o earth with a glori BY m B T £ J
sage. Jesus Christ was alive again! D | & O @ U o
An angel came down to Jesus’ tomb. His appearance 0o poe p oS V oh
“was like lightning, and his raiment white as snow” foe ) . u
{Matthew 28:3). E e Q48 Wk
» ‘f:‘v’nea’,ﬁ@e guards saw this angel, they became “like F O L@ R X ¥
dead men” (Matthew 28:4). fnev freﬁmed and watched
him roll the stone away from the tomb where jesus was
buried. Then, he sat on the stone. R
Those men were sumpaa@ﬁ to gua rd the m'm, but there T e St o s v e s o i o e o
Those mer d i , but there i T Pl s
was noihmg they could do to stop that angell TR YV -0 %o ey

A little later, the woman who loved 3esm came to visit
their Lord’s tomb, and to anoint His body with spices.
When they got there, the tomb was open. They went inside,
but didn't see Jesus’ body.

All of a sudden, the women saw two men in very br gg%zt
clothes. They were frightened, just as the guards wer e The

men asked them why they were looking for the living
where the dead are m;r;ed !

The angels reminded the amazed women that Jesus had
told them He would die, then rise from the dead!

&A@ |
CRACK THE CODE!

By Busy Beaver Tim Sikkema

The women believed 1!*05%‘?'§Vﬁfd§,"€!ﬁff hurried
el me good news 1o the disciples.

The angels were sent to i*‘z@ earth on that first Easte
;rnoming to tell people that their Lord had conquered dea ih
for evert

What wonderful news for themn, and also for us today!

Backio

RIDDLES AND JOKES
from Busy Beaver Michelle Hordyk
1. What's the difference between a egg and a skunk?
2. What's the best way to catch a squirrel?
3. ifthe 3 uﬁ“ pigs were all under one liitle umbrella, why

didn't they get wet?

Knock Knock jokes:
K'E’)Li( s(s S %{ v
“Who's there?”

NEJ“,, ”

Pfg who?”
“Pig up your feet or vou'll twip.”

Um;’v
“Candy who?”

e 5 1 JTRSUTY PR T
Candy elephant fly, or can’t he?

Find out what the title of the verse is by finding out when
trees blossom. Put the 6-letter word vou have chosen in the
spaces above the code letters. Find all the “D's” in the g}uz—
zle and put the letter that you have above the “I” in the ¢
tle above all the “D's” in the puzzle. When the whole word
is done like this, there are still more spaces open. Put letters
in these empty spaces so that the words make sense. Every
time you find out what another letter stands for, Od illinall
the spaces of that same letter. if you need some help you will

see another clue at the bottom. Have fun!
e When trees blossom.
DEJSBW

DEJSBW S IXHVJ GSBHVJI RMUK,

IBK OVEMJIV HLV DCQQVJ LMH. [ SD

GLVEB IUU

HLV DBMG @QVUHD IGIP IBK

GLVEB HLV XUMMKD RMQV SB MCJ KIP.

OCH, SH IUDM 8D QP OBJHLXKIP, LMMJIIP!
Need help?: A season
X100



Many people show their j

Match the pers

1. Mary, Luke 1:49 a
2. David, Ps. 1361 b.
3. Paul, 1 Cori C.

have been
from the dead.”

4. Daniel, Daniel 2:2

mine eyes have seen T ny

“To the onl
dominion ¢

“tthank T

5. jesus, Matthew 11:25 e.

o.

Nebuchadnezzar, Daniel 4:34 1.

“Blessed be the God and Father of o

n born anew 1o a living hope
“Lord, now lettest Thou ?%1
5a

iy God, our Saviour ti‘vrough
and authority, before all tin

O Father. .

orrow by praising the Lord.
.

tement of ',\'il'”v\d

and ever, to whom belong wisdom and

who lives for ever.

jsh]

Thy word; for

Th

B

]
e a"d now and for ever. Ameu.

. that Thou hast hidden these things |

werafaﬁr‘ nb an«:ﬁ revealed them to babes.”

Simeon, Luke 2:29, 30 ___g. “Butthanks beto u@ﬁ, who gives us the victory through our Lord jest
8. Peter, 1 Pater 1:3 h. “and made us a kingdom, priests m his God and Father, to him be glory and do-
minion for ever an J ever, Amen.”
9. lude, jude 1:25 i, ~“for He who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is His Name.”
10. John, Revelation 1:6 j. O give thanks 1o the Lord, for He is good, and his steadfast love endures for ever.’
See answers below
“FELINE FRENZY” ' Welcome 1o y u, %y!se Raap. Thanks for your ne “1: fet-
. e?‘f/-,#,. [ %) i 3 ] . e oo
by Busy Beaver Marian Wierenga ter! What i\mdr smgs:m you like to do in school? | ne ed
your address, Ka iie, so cansend you a membe hig
Ui f me a-fetter-with-your-address o *"?'«
Unscr: m.k the letters to find the names of some cats. tease send-me-aletter with-your-add it. Bye, Kays
 few letters. I'm
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See answers

FROM THE MAILBOX:

Welcome to the Busy Beaver
Club, Robin Bosscher! How do vou
like Grade 1?2 Wheo is your teacher?
What did you do in your spring break?
h}’v, Zobin

A big waic‘ me 1o you too,
Danielle dwi{}ng What kind of mzok‘
do you like to read? Why did vou
move to a new classroom in school? Hope to hear from vou
soon, Danielle! Bye.

Welcome to you, 1

[
H
~F
b

Tamara VanderBrugghe

1
Your cousin

1. Thank you

for the nice picture you sent v sure has re
hairt It must **9 fun to have a baby cousin! Yes, | am look-
ing forward to summer, too! Bye, Tamara.
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Welcome to the Busy Seaver , Christa Raap. It mus

be fun i@ %“a ve a dog, and to i r!gn: close to mm*aiwe
horses. Are the horses friendh '«? f{m d you send me your
address, 5o f&dﬂ send you a membership card? B Bye, Christa!

Hello, Michelle Hordyk! Yes, | get qu;m
glad you like the book markers. Byg, Michelle

Hi, Tim Sikkema. 1 hope vour fish are doing okay.
Thanks for the very challenging code you sent in! Bye, Tim.

Hello, Marian Wierenga. T ""5 anks for your nice long let-
ter. You must go to see your little cousin often, if they live
next door! Bye, Marian.
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Love to you all,
.ﬂ\um Betty




