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EDITORIAL

By G.Ph. van Popta

A Christless Commons

On February 18, 1994, the Members of Parliament in the
Canadian House of Commons voted to delete the name of
Jesus Christ from the prayers uttered in the House.

Fach session of Parliament opens with prayer. These

_prayers represent a vestige of the more or less Christian her-

cludes the Name of Christ is not a prayer. A prayer which

leaves out the Name of Christ is pagan mumbo-jumbo.
Christ, the King, has been excommunicated from the

Commons. The Sovereign of the Dominion of Canada has

itage of this country. The founding fathers of Canada be-
lieved in God and His supremacy. They thought it good to
begin sessions of Parliament by calling upon the Name of
God. Until this past February 18th, prayers could be offered
up to God the Father of the Lord Jesus Christ. It was consid-
ered good to ask God’s blessing upon the proceedings for
the sake of Jesus Christ.

No more

The Name of Jesus Christ is not to be mentioned in
prayer in the House of Commons. They have deleted the
Name of our Lord. They have banned the Name which is

—abeve every-name, put-inen-the index-of-words not-to—|

be used in the House of Commons. Jesus Christ is not
politically correct.

The Honourable Members of Parliament would have
done better to delete prayer from the House of Commons.
Better not to pray at all than not to pray in the Name of Jesus
Christ.

To whom are the Honourable Members of Parliament
praying since February 28, 1994¢ Are the Members pray-
ing to a generic God? Is there a no-name brad God out
there somewhere to whom all people can pray whether
they be Muslim, Jew, Christian, Sikh, Buddhist, Pagan,
Atheist, Agnostic? . ..

Better not to pray at all than to pray to a
noen-specific God

The apostle of Christ wrote: “For although there may be
so-called gods in heaven or on earth — as indeed there are
many ‘gods’ and many “lords’ — yet for us there is one God,
the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we ex-
ist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things
and through whom we exist” (1 Corinthians 8:5,6).

The apostle of Christ wrote: “For there is one God, and
there is one mediator between God and men, the Man Christ
Jesus” (1 Timothy 2:5).

There is only one God, the God of Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob. The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

There is only one mediator. His name is Jesus Christ.
There is only one way to God the Father. Through Jesus
Christ. There is no access to the one only God but by way
of Jesus Christ. He, only, is the Way. A prayer which ex-
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been harred access. The King of kings, the Lord of lords,
worthy of all honour, has no place in the midst of the Hon-
ourable Members.

There is a sad irony here

Only recently the two Scripture passages engraved on
the PeaclgTower were spruced up. On the one side of the
PeachiTower, which points to heaven from between the
House of Commons and the Senate, you will read these
words: “He shall have dominion also from sea to sea.”
(Psalm 72:8, KJV).

These words were thought to be appropriate for the Do-
minion of Canada, a land straddling a continent, touching
thrée seas, the Atfantic, the Pacific and the Arctic, The
founding fathers of this country acknowledge that the King
of whom Psalm 72 speaks, Jesus Christ, the Son of David,
has dominion over Canada.

By way of the Peace Tower all Canadians proclaim that
Jesus Christ rules Canada from sea to sea. Since February
18th, the Name of the King and Lord of Canada has been
banished from the prayers in the House of Commons.

On the other side of the Peace Tower vou will read
these words: “Where there is no vision, the people perish”
(Proverbs 29:18, KJV). The vision referred to is the Word of
God as it came to God’s people by way of the visions of
the prophets. Where there is no vision, where the Word of
God is no longer heard, there people perish. There you
will find death.

The Word of God proclaims that the only way to the only
God is through the only Mediator, Jesus Christ. The Hon-
ourable Members have consciously, purposefully rejected
this Word. Death follows.

On the last day, the day of the return of Christ, when
Christ will forcefully bring His kingdom from heaven to
earth, then all will bow before Him. The Church of Christ
will bend her knee before Him in adoration and thankful-
ness. We will confess that jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory
of God the Father. His foes will also kneel in front of Him,
but, as Psalm 72:9 says, only to lick the dust. He will plant
his foot upon the necks of those who hated His Name so
much they excluded it from the prayers in the Canadian
House of Commons on February 18, 1994, the day the Com-
mons officially became Christless.




Theonomy and Christian
Reconstructionism.

By R. Aasman

I INTRODUCTION

In recent years, terms like theonomy
and Christian reconstructionism are
being used and discussed in Reformed

and-Presbvterian circles. Althoug

happen as every aspect of life bows in
obedience before the law of God. In
fact, the civil government is to enforce
the Old Testament laws and sanctions
so that society is to be reconstructed as

program on society. Rather, this has to
be taught and preached to society till
almost all accept it. Then there will
hardly be any homosexuals and other
similar problems which would require
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many identify theonomy and Christian
reconstructionism as being the same
thing, there are distinctions. Let us de-
fine our terms. Literally, theonomy
means the law of God; and the impli-
cation of this is that one is bound to
God'’s law. For instance Herman Rid-
derbos in The Coming of the Kingdom
speaks about the theonomy of the
gospel: within the kingdom of God
there is the demand to keep the law of
God." Who of us would not call our-
selves-theonomistsinthesense-that

a Christian society. We should under-
stand that every reconstructionist is a
theonomist, but not every theonomist
necessarily has all the distinctives of re-
constructionism.

There have been many bitter attacks
against theonomy in the press in recent
years, especially because of statements
by theonomists which advocate, for in-
stance, that the civil government should
execute homosexuals. To be fair, it must
be pointed out that theonomists do not
advocate forcing their reconstruction

execution. This program could take
hundreds of thousands of years.

The reason for theonomy’s popular-
ity rest squarely on the religious waste-
land created by liberal theology and on
general social deterioration. Many peo-
ple in the USA, for instance, are really
upset by the lawlessness throughout so-
ciety and are looking for a blueprint to
rebuild morals and values and thus save
American civilization. It is attracting
American evangelicals, fundamentalists
and some charismatics — people who

we are under the law of God in Jesus
Christ as Paul speaks about it in 1 Cor.
9, and as we confess it in the Heidel-
berg Catechism, Lord’s Days 32-44 and
that therefore our ethics are based on
God's law?

Nevertheless, more recently, the
term theonomy has been coined by
people with the basic methodology or
hermeneutical approach to Scripture
which advocates a continued norma-
tivity of the moral and judicial laws of
the Old Testament, along with the pe-
nal sanctions of the Old Testament for
today; and in their opinion, these are
not only for the Church but for society
as a whole.

What is the relationship between
this theonomy and Christian reconstruc-
tionism? Christian reconstructionism
takes the basic hermeneutical approach
of theonomy to Scripture and starts to
apply it in a concrete way in order to
transform or reconstruct every area of
life in this world to conform to the law of
God. Reconstructionism also is post-
millennial in that it optimistically be-
lieves in a world-wide dominion of
Christ where the kingdom of Christ pen-
etrates every section of life. This will
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are interested in seeing their faith take
control of every aspect of life, including
social and political spheres.

The proponents of theonomy are
varied. The father of American recon-
structionism is Rousas ]. Rushdoony
who wrote The Institutes of Biblical
faw. He is unique among theonomists
in that he wants to maintain Old Testa-
ment dietary laws. Another theonomist
is Gary North, who is well known for
his economic policies and also his acer-
bic way of writing. He wrote the intro-
duction to Greg L. Bahnsen’s book, By
This Standard, in which he disdainfully
warns that theonomy is where the ac-
tion is, and anyone who does not go
along with it will be out of the ecclesi-
astical limelight.? Then there is James

Jordan who is such a moderate that it
mav. be asked whether he is a true re-

detail. The key passage for Bahnsen
and all theonomists is Mt. 5:17-20
where Christ says during his Sermon on
the Mount: Think not that | have come
to abolish the law and the prophets; |
have come not to abolish them but to
fulfil them. He offers an exegetical
study of this passage in his Theonomy
in Christian Ethics. (p.39ff). Bahnsen
translates and exegetes verse 17 to
mean that Christ came to confirm, es-
tablish or ratify the Old Testament law.
That means: show the Old Testament
law’s continuing authority and validity
— not one jot or tittle shall pass away
from the faw until heaven and earth
pass away. Based on this translation
and exegesis of Mt.5, Bahnsen speaks of
the abiding validity of the law in ex-
haustive detail and the continuity of

taged this continuity and they are to
blame for much of society’s ills.

In chapters 11, 12 and 13 of
Bahnsen’s book, By This Standard, he
attempts to show how the New Testa-
ment supports Old Testament law. The
New Testament really does not contain
much in the way of law because it relies
on the Old Testament for that and pre-
sumes that we will turn to the Old Tes-
tament for directives of God’s revealed
will. Naturally, the famous passage of
2 Tim. 3:16,17 — all Scripture is inspired
by God and profitable for teaching — is
used to show why the New Testament
does not need to contain many laws.
Here are a few of Bahnsen's examples
which show how the New Testament
supports the Old Testament. The rule
of two or three witnesses in Deut. 17:6

constructionist. But the real dogmati-
cian of the group appears to be Greg L.
Bahnsen. Because of his clear and ar-
ticulate way of presenting the basic
tenets of theonomy, his works deserve
the focus of our attention.

There are some very obvious at-
tractions to theonomy. It emphasizes
the infallibility of Scripture; it also em-
phasizes the sovereign grace of God
and man’s utter dependence on God
for every gift; and there is the very clear

the covenant. Here is.the key to his
methodology for interpreting Scripture.
He immediately adds that not every-
thing in the Old Testament is to be lit-
erally observed — he recognizes the
progress of redemptive history and the
factor of Old Testament shadows. What
is not to be observed is localized im-
peratives, cultural details, administrative
details for lsrael, and ceremonial laws.
He speaks of the ceremonial law as the
redemptive rituals which have been ren-
dered outwardly inoperative or out of

use-of the co fla
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is supported by Jesus Christ in Mt 18:16
which speaks of two or three witnesses
in discipline matters. The condemna-
tion of homosexuality and bestiality in
Lev. 18:22 and 20:16 is supported by
Paul in Rom. 1. The rule of Deut. 25:4
which speaks about not muzzling an ox
when it treads the grain is supported by
Paul in 1 Cor. 9:8-14 where he applies
this law to ministers who live from the
gospel. It is through such examples -
not too many of them at that — that
Bahnsen makes the conclusion that

directive-to-be-a Hvi 18 and prac is"‘:ﬁ
Christian in every aspect of life. There
is much to be appreciated here. The
question is: do theonomy and Christian
reconstructionism present a correct in-
terpretation and understanding of
Scripture? This article will attempt to
answer that question.

It BASIC TEACHING OF
THEONOMY

1 Relationship of Old and New
Covenants

At the immediate outset of his
book, By This Standard, Greg Bahnsen
states his basic methodology: we pre-
sume our obligation to obey any Old
Testament commandment unless the
New Testament indicates otherwise.
We must assume continuity with the
Old Testament rather than discontinu-
ity Bahnsen warns against those who
would stress discontinuity between the
two covenants such as the dispensa-
tionalists, as well as those who are
squeamish about applying the strict
faws of the Old Testament to today’s
society. A key word for Bahnsen is
“exhaustively” — Old Testament laws
must be kept exhaustively, in minute
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gear be ning-of Jesus
Christ. His understand of Gal. 3 and 4
which speak of the law as the tutor till
Christ, is that it applies only to this cer-
emonial law. In other words, what is to
be exhaustively kept in the modern day
is Old Testament moral and civil law,
including Old Testament penology.

On what basis does Bahnsen pre-
sume such continuity between the Old
Testament and New Testament?
Bahnsen, together with Gary North in
his book Unconditional Surrender, and
other theonomists, siress the im-
mutability of God. Bahnsen explains
this in chapter 5 of By this Standard.
God does not change: He does not
change His justice, His standards, His
person — God does not change! Thus
He is not a God of double standards,
operating from a different standard in
the New Testament than in the Old Tes-
tament. God has one moral code, one
law, that is the same for all of history.
Theonomists say: as soon as people rec-
ognize that today and start keeping the
Old Testament laws exhaustively, then
America can be rebuilt as a Christian
nation, enjoying her peace and free-
dom. It is the institutional churches of
the last few decades that have sabo-

New- Testament-clearly relies-on Old-
Testament laws and their application
for today.

As far as the categories of law are
concerned, Bahnsen countenances two:
moral and ceremonial.* He is adamant
that judicial or civil law is part of the
moral law. In fact, he teaches that the ju-
dicial or civil law is merely the moral
law illustrated in concrete applications.
(In order to make clear what we are talk-
ing about, he uses this example: the
moral law says you must love your
neighbour; this moral law is applied in a
concrete way in a judicial or civil law
such as Deut. 22:8 where God’s
covenant people are commanded to
put a parapet on the roof of their house
for the protection of their neighbour).
Bahnsen is doing two things with this
teaching. In the first place he wants to
avoid placing the judicial faw on the
same level in redemptive history as the
ceremonial which would abrogate its
use in the New Testament. In the second
place he wants to stay in line with the
confessions of his Church. The West-
minister Confession states in XIX. 4: To
them also, as a body politic, He gave
sundry judicial laws, which expired to-
gether with the State of that people; not



obliging any other now, further than
the general equity thereof may remain.
Most would conclude from the West-
minster Confession that general equity is
the moral law, and the general moral
precepts which underlie the specifics of
Israel’s judicial law remain, but those ju-
dicial laws themselves are no longer in
use. But Greg Bahnsen says that judi-
cial laws are simply illustrative precepts
which apply the moral law - for in-
stance, prohibiting incest, homosexual-
ity, etc. He admits the outward forms of
these judicial laws are no longer binding
— in agreement with the Westminster
Confession. But their general equity,
that is their underlying principles, are
abiding. Now those underlying princi-
ples of the judicial case laws are to be

applied in an equitable way cross-cul-
hlr:\l!\/ from-Israel to-today/s society

and no longer have literal application
for governments today. To understand
Bahnsen it is important to follow his line
of logic. You can see it worked out, for
instance, in chapters 24-26 of By This
Standard. He says: God’s moral law is
for all men. This is seen in Rom. 1 where
Paul speaks of men knowing God from
His creation which leaves them without
excuse, and in Rom. 2 where he speaks
of Gentiles who show that what the law
requires is written on their hearts. Now
that moral law for all man which was
present among men from the very be-
ginning of the world was standardized
in the laws for Israel. Therefore it is
only logical that all men who know and
are bound to the moral law should, still
today, turn to the moral law standard-
ized for Israel and make full use of this

oraat ino aof Cod The oy tovt for

This includes Old Testament penolo-
gy, such as the laws of restitution and the
death penalty for a variety of serious sins.
Strikingly, Bahnsen says penal sanctions
of God's law are not culturally variable.
How do you change the outward form of
the death penalty? A person who com-
mits bestiality is to be put to death. Peri-
od! And it is the state that must do this.
There is no way that capital punishment
in Israel is fulfilled in the excommunica-
tion of the Christian Church. Church
discipline is another matter altogether
and it is something which does not ad-
dress the ills of society.

This last point of distinguishing be-
tween what the New Testament Church
does and what the state does becomes
a tricky matter for Christian reconstruc-
tionism. Bahnsen works that out in the
following manner in chapter 27 of By

(S=aR= Dhaie S

Thus the law of putting a parapet or
fence around your roof in Israel is ap-
plied cross-culturally to today by putting
a fence around your swimming pool. In
this way Bahnsen stresses the continu-
ity of Old Testament laws exhaustively —
only adapt them from Israel’s culture to
our culture today. Clearly, for Bahnsen,
the underlying principles of the judicial
law means maintaining the entire sub-
stance of the law with only a minor out-
ward cultural adaptation.
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Bahnsen is Deut. 4:5-8 where Moses
speaks of the surrounding nations mar-
velling at Israel’s God and at the law giv-
en by God to His covenant people.
From this Bahnsen draws his very basic
conclusion that God gave Israel the law
so that it could eventually become the
law for the world. To substantiate this he
points out how God used secular rulers
such as Nebuchadnezzar and Cyrus,
calling them his servants. This is upheld
by Paul in Rom. 13 where secular rulers

This Standard. In the Old Testament
there is a clear distinction between
Church and state, typified by the clear
distinction between Aaron and Moses.
Basically it is the task of the Church to
be the agency of redemption. As for the
state it has no redemptive purposes and
its civil laws have no redemptive effect.
Bahnsen uses as example the laws for
the stranger and sojourner in the Old
Testament. God was concerned with so-

cial and political issues independent of
This relation-of Church

Now the-major-point-for-theonomy
is the purpose of this law. This is ex-
plained in chapter 21 of By This Stan-
dard. Besides the very obvious purpose
of the law which is to define sin, drive
the sinner to Christ and be the pattern
for sanctification (I might add that this
is beautifully explained by G.B.), there is
also the political use of the law which
is to restrain the evil of unregenerate
men. A key passage for Bahnsen is 1
Tim. 1:9 and 10, the law is not laid
down for the just but for the lawless
and disobedient. In his opinion, he is
firmly in the line of Calvin and Luther
as to this political use of the law. This
use of the law is not meant to save any-
body but simply restrain ungodly men
and be a deterrent. It is the civil magis-
trate who will have to fulfil this use of
the law by using the laws of the Old Tes-
tament. This brings us naturally to the
second part of the basic and distinctive
teaching of theonomy: separation of
Church and state.

2. Separation of Church and State

Theonomists such as Bahnsen and
North have biting criticism for anyone
who dares to suggest that Old Testament
law and politics are fulfilled in Christ

are to be obeyed as men who have au-
thority from God — they are called God’s
ministers. The logical conclusion is that
if the secular ruler is God’s servant,
then he must use God’s law as laid
down in the Old Testament.

OUR COVER
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and state in the Old Testament is to be
reflected in the relation of Church and
state today. Bahnsen does not draw an
exact parallel between Church-state re-
lations in the Old Testament and New
Testament, but his point is that the law
revealed to Israel as a state is still valid
for our present day society.’

A key passage for Bahnsen is Mt.
28:18-20: All authority in heaven and on
earth has been given to me. Go therefore
and make disciples of all nations. .
.teaching them to observe all that | have
commanded you. Jesus Christ is the King
of kings who will judge magistrates for
the way they rule. He therefore com-
missions the Church to do something
for society in that it is to teach the nations
about socio-political morality and the
validity of the Old Testament law.® Chris-
tianity has to be a salt and a light to the
world also in the socio-political sphere
of life. In this connection we should
also note what Gary North writes in Un-
conditional Surrender where he makes
a clear distinction between Church and
kingdom, emphasizing the Church is
not the kingdom — but it is the agency of
the later.” The kingdom of God is as
broad as the world and it is the goal of

109



the | - get rid of that defe:
i ical of dispe

nd into it
V. }h is is dom
i: ih? faw.
. 28 the worl
Jiine of the la

Ty section
emay bea

in a glori-
wvill serve

§aw amd O | o

J?r/v; 2108
1985)

Y re
thd {”x OGNOMY mmme; :egm

; 3
postmillennialism, that is to say, | ity and of

kind of postmillen ma;xsm,

creased i )
his enemies wi mad
H -
ff—*eé. me {,, wirch is o 10 tandard (Tyier,
nomics, 1991),

nd it will o ) ramain for
do the maﬁmrg up. The

. . - i,.
e confident and muscular

EMEMBER YOUR CREATOR

By R. schouten

ast fove, for spe- | In pe
for the Fxmm nomic
, for food and d aboune
Again

As discussed in the pi nvimz
.!u;owe with our ki

the beauty of the Eéai's‘;h
; other i vén;;k ”‘sdaM

ng about p*d%r NE 110~
: '1;1 *‘“;rw ws:

i peace irrigati
dav and 50 we will

increase in appreciat ion.
ﬁ’;’j@rx‘ §
"ﬂg m‘ altl ‘-;.iosc*-i/ connected Wiﬁ'; m anksgiv-

hurch in | ing is adc
:;j: we ow“ars{,
i T bn ore L*, it His gre

%’épéu’-’w' we hear

5, and that |
ment to moment

%w nks, nm

y be faithful i

far from our lips. only in good f;msa'i in mi cir- i s the many
cumstances (i T} e may

begins his
his prophecies

think that our lives are ¢
f ot in hell.




by saying: “O Lord, the great and terri-
ble God, who keepest covenant and
steadfast love with those who love him
and keep his commandments. . . .”

Or, consider the beautiful manner in
which Ezra begins his penitential prayer
as recorded in Neh. nine: “Thou art the
LorD, thou alone; thou hast made heav-
en, the heaven of heavens, with all their
host, the earth and all that is on it, the
seas and all that is in them; and thou
preservest all of them; and the host of
heaven worships thee” (vs. 6).

For another dimension of this ado-
ration of God, consider how in many
of the Psalms, the authors list in great
detail the attributes of God (see, e.g.
Ps. 100:6; 145:8-9).

If our prayer life becomes stale,
would it not be a great thing to be

confidence only because Christ is there
as our Advocate. God's throne is dread-
ful and awful, but Christ has changed it
to a throne of grace. Therefore, we have
boldness and confidence of access to
God (compare Heb.4:14-16; 1 John
2:1; Eph. 3:12).

Prayer

A further ingredient of drawing near
to God is actual prayer. We often use
this word to describe the whole act of
coming before God, but it actually
refers specifically to the bringing of our
requests to the Lord. People who know
their great deficiencies will have many
requests. They know that without God’s
unceasing help and grace, they are par-
alyzed for Christian living. Without
Him, believers know, they can do no

good. Qutside-of communion-with
g (&8 tHsige-or-¢ £

On the other hand, nothing kills
prayers so effectively as a sense of self-
sufficiency. The delusion of humanism
is independence from God and the re-
fusal to admit need. Many people in our
society call upon God only in the mo-
ment of extreme crisis, when all other
resources have proved obviously inef-
fective. However, while desperation
can drive people to prayer, it can never
keep them in prayer. Only a continu-
ing sense of weakness and emptiness
will lead us to seek the face of God who
can fill us and make us strong.

In order to encourage our prayers,
the Bible reveals God as a generous
Father to His children. Indeed, He ap-
pears to us in Scripture as the “over-
flowing fountain of all good” (compare
Ps. 145:7, 9; 100:5). He says: “ask and

lCLhdlSCd by LUIItCHl}J%dt;HE‘ tn-Serip-
ture the astounding perfections and
works of God? Would not such study
awaken our love for God? From our
full hearts fresh words would flow forth
again to Father in heaven. Too often our
prayer is stifled because our theology
is impoverished. We have a miniature
deity and so our prayers are also slight
and without ardor.

Confession
A necessary component of prayer

s ekt

Him, they are useless for His Church
and Kingdom. What motivates true
prayer, then, is the sense that we are
beggars before God. We have nothing,
while all riches are His.

it will be given you” (Mt. 7:7). By re-
vealing Himself to us in His bounteous
goodness, God attracts us to Himself
so that we feel free to bring our needs
before Him.

(to be continued)

is confession of sin. Apart from hiumble
remorse, the sinner need expect noth-
ing from God. Prayer that pleases God
must reflect an awareness of our un-
worthiness to draw near to the King.
Such prayer relies not on personal mer-
it, but on divine grace. Nothing kills
prayer more quickly than a spirit of
pride and self-righteousness.

With Daniel, the godly will always
pray like this: “O my God, incline thy
ear and heart; open thy eyes and be-
hold our desolations, and the city which
is called by thy name; for we do not pre-
sent our supplications before thee on the
ground of our righteousness, but on the
ground of thy great mercy. O LORD,
hear; O Lorp, forgive . ..” (Dan. 9:18).

Because of our personal unworthi-
ness, prayer is always in the Name of
Christ. In Him, the forgiving favor of
God becomes manifest. He is Jesus who
saves His people from their sins
(Mt.1:21). He paid for those sins and to-
day He intercedes for His people.
When they call upon God, their prayers
are heard for the sake of Christ who sits
at the Father’s right hand. His holy
Name makes it possible for miserable
sinners to seek the Father’s ear. We may
come to the throne with boldness and
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A Visit to Scotland

By J. Visscher

(in the Year-End issue of Clarion
the first part of my trip on behalf of the
Canadian Reformed Churches was re-
ported on. Here follows the conclud-
ing portion.)

On to Scotland

Early on the morning of May 15,
1993, { left Hardenberg for Amsterdam

Christ-centered sermon. The Psalms
123, 119, 8 and 20 were sung.

For your information it should be
noted that offerings are placed in large
brass bowls as one enters the auditori-
um. Whenever prayers are uttered, the
entire congregation stands. Singing is
done seated. The liturgy is very simple
and consists of prayer, singing, Scrip-

walked into the evening service at B &
G. Apparently he had arrived early in
Edinburgh on Saturday, tried to contact
Prof. Graham but had not succeeded,
managed to get a good deal at one of
the better hotels in town, and suddenly
there he was.)

For funch, | and a number of other
members of the Free Church were taken

and boarded a flight to Edinburgh on Air
UK. The flight was uneventful, although
! was shocked to see all the snow on
the hills around Edinburgh. Apparently
they had had a real torrential down-
pour the previous night and at the high-
er elevations it had turned to snow.

i was officially welcomed by Mr.
Andrew Jack and his two sons. His fa-
ther, Mr. Donald Jack, was the official
organizer for the General Assembly of
the Free Church of Scotland, which had

ture reading and sermon. No votum.
and salutation are given, but there is
always a benediction. In the morning
the children left the service for Bible
classes after part of the sermon was ad-
dressed to them. In the evening they
remained throughout. Apparently that
practice varies, as does the matter of
Bible translation. Some churches use
the K}V, others the NIV.

For lunch and the afternoon (in-
cluding high tea) | went to the home of

to the Mount Royal Hotel. It was very
good, even if it was lamb. That afternoon
I went to the Free Church College which
overlooks the heart of the city and his-
toric Princess Street and spent my time
reading reports that would be dealt with
at the General Assembly.

At 6:00 p.m. the General Assembly
opened with a prayer meeting at which
the Rev. D. MacDonald, the retiring
Moderator, preached a sound Biblical
sermon on Is. 49:4-6. After the service,

the new Moderatorwas inctalled He

requested-our churches to-send-a repre
sentative. | was then taken to the home
of Professor Emeritus C. Graham, where
| had lunch. That afternoon | tried to as-
sist a son-in-law of Prof. Graham’s in
locating the Rev. |.J. Peterson of the Or-
thodox Presbyterian Church (a man
well-known to some of us as “Texas
Jack”1). Although we spent quite some
time at the train station, we did not find
him. We returned to the Graham resi-
dence where an excellent supper await-
ed us. Later that evening | was brought
to my place of residence, the Ellwyn
Hotel on Moira Terrace. The FCS is in
the habit of lodging official delegates to
their General Assembly at various hotels
in the city at their own expense.

A Sunday in the Free Church

I was picked-up the next morning
for worship by Mr. A. MacDonald, an
elder in one of the Edinburgh churches.
Rev. Cl. Stam and | had made his ac-
quaintance in 1990. Together we went
to the Buccleugh and Greyfriars Free
Church in central Edinburgh. At 11:00
a.m. the service started under the lead-
ership of a guest minister, the Rev.
Robert Smith. He preached on Luke
23:34 and presented a very Scriptural,

Elder MacDonald alono with D (“‘

Elder-MacDonald, aleng with Di
Andrews, a retired medical missionary
of the Presbyterian Church in Eastern
Australia (PCEA), and Prof. Graham.

That evening at 6:30 p.m. | listened
again to the Rev. R. Smith. This time
his text was job 19:23-27. Again the
sermon was true to Scripture, sound in
doctrine and warm in application. Alto-
gether it was not as well-structured as
the morning sermon, with the result that
the preacher fell into repetition. (But
then, what minister does not?)

After the service, Elder MacDonald
took me to his house again where he at-
tempted to feed me once more. (I have
observed throughout my Scottish expe-
rience that this is a people who know
how to eat. | am surprised that their di-
mensions do not more often reflect their
appetite.) Later that evening | was
brought back to my hotel.

The Opening of the General
Assembly

Monday, May 17 turned out to be
somewhat of a free day. | took the bus
to the heart of the city, brought an offi-
cial document to Rev. ].J. Petersen at
the Carlton Hotel. (He had suddenly ap-
peared the previous evening when he

T HOWIVIDOU O Was miswtinTO e

was the Rev. Clement Graham, emeri-
tus professor of the Free Church Col-
lege and Principal Clerk of the Assem-
bly. This was Prof. Graham’s second
time as Moderator. He had also been
Moderator in 1969. As such he was
being accorded a singular honour see-
ing that very few men have served
twice in that position. It may be noted
that he is in his mid-seventies and he
was approaching fifty years in the min-
istry. (After seeing him in action as
Moderator | must say that he did a most
amazing job. Blending rich Scottish hu-
mour with a deep knowledge of Pres-
byterian polity, he led the Assembly
with great skill.)

Later that evening there was the of-
ficial Moderator's reception to which |
was formally invited. it took place in the
Assembly Hall of the College, a very old
and ornate room, filled with historic
momentos and an exquisite ceiling. Af-
ter some short and humourous speech-
es addressed to the chairman, we were
invited to help ourselves to food and re-
freshments laid out on an enormous
table in the center of the hall. During
this standing reception, | renewed ac-
guaintance with Rev. Bill UnderHay
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who serves on PEl, with Rev. Jim Gillies
who serves in Glasgow and had been in
Langley in 1989 and the Rev. John
Macleod who serves in the northern
Highlands and whom I had met at the
ICRC (Edinburgh) in 1985.

Towards the close of the evening a
video about the Free Church was
shown and proved very informative. (I
was going to buy a copy; however, it is
recorded on the European format and
has to be transferred. | was told that
this would be done in the future and
that then a copy could be ordered and
sent. | hope that several copies can be
purchased and that arrangements can
be made for it to be shown in Canada in
order to familiarize our people with
the FCS.)

At the close of the evening, Rev.

Gospel, he said, must address the
whole man in all of his needs.

After his address, the Assembly ap-
proved its customary letter of greeting
and best wishes to the Queen.

Responding to the Canadian
Reformed invitation

The Reporter of the Ecumenical
Relations Committee, the Rev. D. Mac-
Donald, then took the floor. He spoke
about his recent visit to the Nether-
lands and Synod Ommen, noting that
the Dutch churches were giving con-
siderable support to the Presbyterian
Assaociation of England (PAE), that the
Rules for Sister Churches had been
changed removing the last obstacles to
a sister-church relationship with the
Reformed Churches in the Nether-

and walk she is Reformed and belongs
to the same family of faith.

In the afternoon session the Assem-
bly considered reports from the Publi-
cations Committee, the Eventide
Homes Committee (dealing with retire-
ment homes), and the Psalmody Com-
mittee. Attention was also paid to vari-
ous letters received from the Reformed
Presbyterian Church of Ireland, the Re-
formed Presbyterian Church of Scot-
land, the Reformed Churches in the
Netherlands, the Christelijke Gere-
formeerde Kerken in the Netherlands,
the Orthodox Presbyterian Church,
The Reformed Churches of South Africa
and the Free Church in Southern Africa.

Remembering the disruption
That evening at 6:15 the Assembly

re-convened and a presentation was

Petersen (who was now staying at the
same hotel) and | were chauffeured
back to the Ellwyn Hotel. Yes, you read
right “chauffeured.” From now on and
for the duration of the Assembly, we are
picked up every morning and brought
back by a man in a black suit driving a
black Ford limo. Another Free Church
custom, it appears.

The Assembly begins its work

At 10:00 a.m. the Assembly was
convened in the St. Columba’s Church

fands=tiberated (GKN) Hewelcomed
Dr. J.C. Andrews of the Presbyterian
Church of Eastern Australia. He men-
tioned the upcoming ICRC. Finally, he
welcomed the representative of the
Canadian Reformed Churches and
spoke briefly about our churches.

In the ensuing discussion, it became
clear that the FCS is on record as want-
ing and striving for the unity of the
church. It desires to see one church of
Jesus Christ in Scotland based on and
committed to the Westminister Stan-

made to Prof. Graham who had been
the Principal Clerk of the General As-
sembly for the last 30 years and would
soon retire. His place will be taken by
Prof. J.L. McKay, Professor of OT at the
Free Church College.

Thereafter, the Assembly went over
to a commemoration of the Disruption
which took place on this day in 1843.
In his opening remarks, Prof. Graham
made a number of remarks that may be
of special interest to us to the affect

Froo (Ch h “eravinc an ot

situated on the historic Royal Mile (a
road which runs from Edinburgh Castle
to Holyrood Palace, in between one
finds all kinds of ancient buildings: St.
Giles — the church of John Knox, Knox
House, where the Reformer was born,
etc, and places: a cemetery where
Adam Smith of Wealth of Nations fame
is buried.)

Prof. C. Graham as the newly in-
stalled Moderator gave his address enti-
tled, “The Two-Fold Ministry of the
Church.” It was a very interesting piece
of work, especially because it con-
tained a lot of history about the Free
Church. In it Prof. Graham reminded
his audience about the temporal and
spiritual ministry of the church. He es-
pecially elaborated on the temporal or
social ministry of the church in terms
of its diaconal calling. He pointed to
Thomas Chalmers and his work among
the poor in Glasgow. He spoke about
Chalmers’ vision for Scotland in which
he saw a church and school in every
village. He emphasized the fact that
social needs are the business of the
church by going back to Moses, the
Psalms, the Minor Prophets, the Lord Je-
sus in Luke 4, Paul and James. The
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dards. A member of the Assembly also
stood up and publicly expressed ap-
preciation to the Dutch churches for the
support being given to the Presbyterian
Association of England. Finally, a num-
ber of comments were made and ques-
tions were asked about the Canadian
Reformed Churches to which the re-
porter responded.

Thereafter, the Proposed Deliver-
ances were moved. Number 7 reads,
“The General Assembly gladly accept
a relationship of Ecclesiastical Fellow-
ship with the Canadian Reformed
Churches, in terms of the Rules for such
fellowship agreed by both denomina-
tions.” It was adopted without dissent.

By its actions the General Assem-
bly of the Free Church of Scotland offi-
cially received and responded posi-
tively to the invitation of General Synod
Lincoln 1992 of the Canadian Re-
formed Churches. It means that as
churches we now have an additional
sister church, or church in Ecclesiastical
Fellowship. Needless to say this sister
exhibits some differences due to her
Scottish background, Presbyterian poli-
ty and unique procedures; nevertheless,
there is no doubt that in her confession

thhas £l o s

ward expression of the unity of the
church” but then it must be on the ba-
sis of the inerrant Word of God as foun-
dation, that they were celebrating a
principle that night and not a name
and that whether the Free Church con-
tinued mattered little as long as the truth
of the Gospel was maintained.

These and other remarks were fol-
lowed by an introduction by Prof. H. M.
Cartwright entitle, “What Was The Dis-
ruption and What Did It Achieve?” He
pointed out that the basic issue at stake
was the headship of Jesus Christ over
His church.

Next, some time was set aside to
award prizes to the three Lyle Orr
Award recipients. These prizes are given
annually to young people of various
ages who memorize the whole Shorter
Catechism. (It struck me that in the Free
Church there is a considerable stress on
the Shorter Catechism and that children
are encouraged, if they are able, to learn
it all by heart. Something for us to con-
sider in relation to all, or part, of the
Heidelberg Catechism?)

Thereafter, greetings were received
from various churches abroad. Dr. J. C.
Andrews of the PCEA brought the offi-



cial greetings of that church. Rev.
George Ball brought the official greet-
ings of the Reformed Presbyterian
Church of Ireland and, as Reformed
Preshbyterians are wont to do, stressed
the Solemn League and Covenants of
1643. Rev. |.]. Petersen of the OPC, a
church which has a Fraternal Relation-
ship with the FCS, brought greetings
and also passed on some information
about his churches to the Assembly
(The OPC has 20,000 members, 170
congregations, 300+ ministers, 25+
missionaries. It is also back in Eriteria
and has taken over the Kenya mission
field from the Presbyterian Church in
America (PCA). Petersen mentioned
that the center of the Reformed Church
in America (PCA). Petersen mentioned
that the center of the Reformed world
is today in central Africa. There are

sentative in Scotland. Accompanied by
a large retinue of people, the Lord High
Commissioner came and brought the
greetings of the Queen to the Assembly.
In a speech of about 10 minutes he
made a number of fitting comments.

In the afternoon the Assembly re-
ceived representatives from a number of
different organizations: the Trinitarian
Bible Society, the Lord’s Day Obser-
vance Society, and the FIEC. In addition,
a report was received from the Welfare
of Youth Committee. This Committee
deals with such matters as Sabbath (Sun-
day) School, education, youth camps,
and publications. (In 1992 there were
22 camps in various places in Scotland
and England held under the auspices of
the FCS. These camps attracted 660

campers. They form an increasingly ac-
EH £

The reports that were dealt with had
to do with the Training for the Ministry
and other matters relating to the Free
Church College.

In the evening the Assembly re-
ceived the report of the Foreign, Over-
seas and Jewish Missions Board Com-
mittee, as well as representatives from
the various mission fields of the FCS.
Words of greeting were spoken by men
from the mission fields in Peru, South-
ern Africa, India, North America, lsrael
and Eastern Europe.

(it should be mentioned that one of
the ministerial representatives was a
certain Rev. David Miller. Earlier al-
ready this young minister had stood up
and spoke some very positive words
about the need for Christian schooling

in the FCS, as well as on the mission
finld e deoieme o

more Reformed Christians there than
anywhere else in the world.)

The Assembly also heard three brief
speeches on the topic: “Why | Belong
to the Free Church?” Finally, it heard an
address by the Rev. F.A.J. MacDonald,
head of the Scottish Bible Society and
a Free Church minister on the subject,
“Qur Impact on Scotland Today.” In it
he pointed out the main theological is-
sue today is the person of Jesus Christ
and His two natures. He also dealt with

iverole-tn-ovtreach-te-youngpeople:
The FCS also publishes a magazine for
young people called The Instructor.)

In the evening the Assembly dealt
with a report from the Widow’s and Or-
phans’ Committee. This Committee sees
to it that widows and orphans of minis-
ters in the FCS are properly cared for.

After this it was on to the reception
of more delegates. The Rev. F.A.G.
MacDonald brought the greetings of the
National Bible Society of Scotland.
Thereafter | received the floor. |

|lelu. ln UUIIIS el h': pai‘d trabutc tU a
very beneficial but brief exposure that
he had, to Christian schooling in a
school operated by members of the
Free Reformed Churches in Australia in
Launceston, Tasmania. In later speaking
to him it turns out that he had been a
pupil of the Principal of our Teachers’
College, Mr. T.M.P. VanderVen.)

The Assembly comes to a close

The Assembly again convened at
9:00 a.m. for what was to be its last day.

Islam,which denies this and which is
becoming more evident in Scotland. In
addition, he showed that the Disruption
of 1843 was not a clerical movement,
but a movement of the common peo-
ple. Today too the church as the peo-
ple of God must be faithful and active.

The Queen’s Representative
addresses the Assembly

At 9:00 a.m. the Assembly opened
and immediately went over into devo-
tional exercises. A number of Scripture
passages were read and a number of
different members of the Assembly took
turns praying for the needs of the
church and its task in the world.

This was followed by the Report of
Public Questions Committee. As the
name suggests this Committee deals
with public issues which are of particu-
lar concern to the life of the church and
society. The Report of this Committee
comments on and expresses dismay at
the establishment of a national lottery,
the erosion of the sanctity of the Lord’s
day, the increase in lawlessness. It also
examined the role of the Deacons.

At 12:00 noon the Assembly re-
ceived a visit from the Lord High Com-
missioner who is the Queen’s repre-

first acted on behalf of the Dutch sister
churches, translating and presenting to
the Assembly the letter of the GKN. Fi-
nally, | spoke on behalf of the Canadian
Reformed Churches.

I was followed by a representative
of the Reformed Presbyterian Church
of Scotland and of the British Evangeli-
cal Council. The latter is a loose orga-
nization of churches in England and
Scotland who act together in matters of
mutual concern.

After we had received the floor each
speaker was presented with a copy of
the newly published book, Crown Him
Lord of All, edited by Cl. Graham. It
should also be noted that earlier in the
day I had been a guest at a special lun-
cheon hosted by the Moderator.

More Assembly business

Almost all of Thursday morning and
afternoon were spent dealing with vari-
ous petitions and reports. Petitions were
received from a number of churches,
presbyteries and ministers. The petitions
dealt with local churches who wanted
to merge, with churches wanting fur-
ther financial support, with ministers
wanting to be released or retained.

More reports dealing with nominations,
assembly arrangements, records, and
printing of Acts were dealt with. Trib-
utes were also read about elders and
ministers who had died during the pre-
vious vear.

It was decided to convene the next
General Assembly D.V. on May 23,
1994 at 6:00 p.m.

Early in the afternoon the Assembly
was brought to a close with fitting
words and prayer by the Moderator.

Homeward bound

Early Saturday morning | was
brought to the airport. | left Edinburgh
on schedule, went to Amsterdam and
from there caught a plane back to Van-
couver. The trip was uneventful. The
only negative note was the fact that
KLM gave my assigned seat to some-
one else and placed me in the smoking
section. What a fraternity of puffers sits
in those last six rows and what an army
of participants that section attracts from
other parts of the airplane! The result
was that | arrived in Vancouver early
but feeling rather sick. | decided to
make appropriate protestations to the
offending airline.
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. .. a servant and a steward

By Yul Krikke

Sunday, Feb. 13 was a memorable
and joyful day for the congregation of
Burlington South. After being a vacant
church for nearly four years they again
received a minister of the Word, Rev. C.
Bosch from Kelmscott, Australia.

Their former minister, Dr. }. De-
Jong, conducted the installation ser-
vice. He chose as his text 1 Cor. 4:1-5.
In his sermon on this text he posed the
following question: “How is a minister
judged?” In Corinth they judged
wrongly: they used human elements in
—theirjudgement.-The-blueprint forthe—
proper judgement is given in the text.
He formulated the contents of his ser-
mon in this way:

The church is called to a proper
judgement of the ministry of the Word.
He called attention to the following
three points:

1. The call of their office.

2. The call with their office.

3. The commendation of their office.
He showed that a minister is a servant
of Christ and also a steward of the mys-

~tery-of God—insubmissien-to-God-he

must preach the mystery of God, which
simply is the message of Jesus Christ,
the Gospel. He pointed to the diversity
of gifts among the ministers, and that
they only must be judged on the basis
of what they preach.

In the second place he paid atten-
tion to the call. Is he faithful to the
Master? Is his deepest motivation to
bring the Word? On this basis a minis-
ter should be evaluated, not on his
manner of speech, or his appearance.

In the third place it was shown that
the commendation of their office comes
from God. And this is not according to
human standards, but he is accepted on
the basis of his work so the seed can be
planted. Each one should be faithful in
his office and each one will receive his
due reward.

Dr. De Jong wished for the Lord’s
guidance on Rev. Bosch’s ministry.

Then the installation took place. In
response the congregation sang Psalm
134:1 and 3.

in the afterncon Rev. C. Bosch
preached his inaugural sermon. His text
was 2 Cor. 4:5.

He posed the question: What about

his preaching? What will it be like?
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Then he stressed the fact that the im-
portance in the preaching was that what
Jesus Christ requires.

His theme was: Paul emphasizes
the glorious purpose of the ministry,
and Rev. Bosch stressed two points:

1. the claims of the Master

2. the work of His servant.

He said that the Old Covenant was ful-
filled and that now we have the new
dispensation of righteousness. There is
progress in the history of salvation. We
are being changed through the ministry,
but not everyone would see the light of
the Gospel, there are also false teach-
ers. He continued to say that the light of
life is not found in the brilliance of the
preacher, but only in Jesus Christ.
Covenant people can end up as blind
fools if they do not recognize that Jesus
is Lord. He voiced the wish that the
preaching might focus on Christ, and
that we all submit to Him, walk and talk

with Him, persuaded by the Gospel.
We should all examine ourselves, and
set our eyes on the Master.

In his second point he said that there
was a better way than the party spirit
which was present in Corinth, because
we are called to serve God and the
neighbour. The purpose of the preaching
is that at the name of Jesus every knee
should bow. All are called to declare
the wonderful name of Him who called
us. He went on to say that a minister is
not an errand boy, or a shepherd’s dog.
He is a shepherd who must lead his flock
so that they all may grow together into
that direction, the service of God.

He said also that we have that trea-
sure in earthen vessels, so don't look at
the servant; he is also full of faults. But
we may live by faith. . .so we believe,
so we serve; to rebuke, to teach, to com-
fort the sick, to tend God’s flock. Rev.
Bosch expressed the wish that his min-



istry might be a blessing and that we
should all pray and work towards that
end. The chairman, Br. P. DeBruin,
spoke on behalf of the consistory. He
thanked the ministers who had filled
the void in the pulpitduring the last 3 1/2
years, as well as the counsellors, first
Dr. De Jong and later Rev. Visscher.
Then he read the subscription form
which Rev. Bosch signed. The follow-
ing persons congratulated Rev. Bosch
and the congregation:

Rev. Gleason on behalf of Classis
North, Br. B. Van Straaten for Burling-
ton East, Br. H. Harsevoort for Burling-

ton West and Dr. |. Dejong as former
minister.

On Tuesday night Feb. 15, the South
congregation met again for a welcome
evening for Rev. Bosch and his family.

The chairman Br. P. De Bruin
opened the evening: he read from Ro-
mans 12 and led in prayer. He wel-
comed all those present especially Rev.
Bosch and family.

This was a nice evening. Many pre-
sented a contribution, either personally
or together with others. The congrega-
tion made clear to the new minister and
his family that they were happy with
and thankful for their arrival. Atthe end,

Rev. Bosch addressed the audience
with a few well chosen words and led
in a prayer of thanksgiving. The audi-
ence sang Hymn 65:1,2.

Everyone then went to the gym
where a huge welcome cake awaited
the Bosch family who shared this deli-
cious work of art with many brothers
and sisters.

The church in Burlington South is
richly blessed in having their own min-
ister again. May his ministry find a rich
entrance in the hearts of the brothers and
sisters in Burlington South so that his
work as servant and steward may bear
fruit to the honour of the Master.

PRESS RELEASE

Classis Ontario North, Feb. 4, 1994
convened by the Church of Elora in
the Eben Ezer Canadian Reformed
Church of Burlington-East.

1. The Rev. J.G. Slaa called the
meeting to order on behalf of the
church at Elora. He asked the assembly
‘to sing Ps. 145:1,3 and read Psalm 145,
and lead in prayer. He welcomed the
delegates present, informing the meet-

Rev. C. Bosch. The documents pertain-
ing to the call of the Rev. C. Bosch were
submitted and found to be in good or-
der. Pastor R.N. Gleason, appointed to
lead the colloguium in regards to the
doctrines and creeds of the Church, re-
ceived the floor for this purpose. Fol-
lowing this the Rev. G. Nederveen con-
tinued the colloquium speaking with the
Rev. C. Bosch about Church polity.

7. Classis observed that the collo-

for the ministry who successfully pass
a Classical examination. In closed ses-
sion this proposal was read. The pro-
posal was declared inadmissible due to
late submission (Classical reg. art. 6a)

11. Classis received the following
correspondence:

a. Report from the Committee for the
Review of Classical Regulations: Classis
decided to discuss the first six articles
of the proposed revised regulations and

ing that the delegates from Brampton
hope to arrive later, together with the
delegate of Lower Sackville.

2. The delegates of the Church of
Chatsworth reported that the creden-
tials of the delegates present are in or-
der and that all primi delegates are pre-
sent. None of the credentials contained
instructions.

3. The Rev. Slaa then declared Clas-
sis constituted and requested the pro-
posed executive officers to take their
places: Pastor R.N. Gleason, chairman;
Rev. P.G. Feenstra, clerk; Rev. W. den
Hollander, vice-chairman.

4. The chairman, Pastor R.N. Glea-
son, expressed words of appreciation to
the delegates of the church of Elora for
the work of preparation of this Classis.
He encouraged the vacant churches in
our midst. Finally a special word of
congratulation was addressed to the
delegates of the church of Burlington
South with the acceptance of the call
extended to the Rev. C. Bosch of Kelm-
scott, W.A. A word of special welcome
was extended to the Rev. C. Bosch.

5. The agenda was established and
adopted.

6. The chairman read article 5 C.O.
in preparation to the colloquium of

quium was satisfactory and then pro-
ceeded to the approbation of the call.
Classis decided accordingly. The chair-
man read the Form of Subscription
which Rev. C. Bosch signed gladly,
and led in prayer. In view of the instal-
lation, which will take place D.V. on
February 13, 1994, Classis delegated
the chairman to attend this installation.

8. After an intermission, in which
the delegates took the opportunity to
welcome and congratulate Rev. Bosch
personally, the chairman re-opened
the meeting and reports to Classis were
submitted:

a. Treasurer of Classis: His report
was received with thankfulness. The
treasurer was discharged for his work in
1993 and reappointed for 1994.

b. Church for the inspection of the
archives (Burlington-South): stating
that the archives are in good order.

c. Church visitation report to the
church at Brampton: this was read and
received with gratitude.

9. Question period per article 44
C.0O. was held: re: questions addressed
to individual churches.

10. The Church of Chatsworth sub-
mitted a proposal to Classis regarding
the Certificate handed to candidates

leave the remainder to next Classis.

b. Request from the Church at Fer-
gus re: inviting observers from the Free
Church of Scotland. Fergus requests
Classis to reverse the decision of pre-
vious classes inviting observers from
the Free Church of Scotland in P.E.L.
Classis decided to declare the request
inadmissible.

c. Overture from some brothers of
the Church of Elora re: decision of Syn-
od Ommen 1993 on women’s voting
rights. Classis decided to declare this
overture inadmissible.

12. Appointments: Convening
Church for next Classis: Fergus

Date: June 10, 1994

Proposed executives: Rev. . Huij-
gen, chairman

Pastor R.N. Gleason, clerk

Rev. P.G. Feenstra, vice-chairman

13. Personal question period was
held.

14. The Acts were adopted and the
Press Release was approved.

15. The chairman requested that
Psalm 99:2,3 be sung, and lead in clos-
ing prayer.

W. den Hollander,
vice-chairman at that time
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