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EDITORIAL

By J. Geertsema

Christ’s obedience: Our salvation

Throughout the year we are constantly reminded of the
death of Christ at the cross as the only ground of our salvation.
It is the basis of our Christian life in the covenant with God.
During the period of a year to a year and a half, we listen to
sermons on Lord’s Days in the Heidelberg Catechism in which
the sufferings of our Lord Jesus Christ as a payment for our sins
is confessed. | mention here the Lord’s Days 1,5, 6, 11,12, 15,
16, 23, 24, 26 to 30, 32, 44, and 51. In other Lord’s Days this
suffering is hinted at or it is simply in the background or re-
mains the basis for what is confessed. Further, every two or
three months we celebrate the Lord’s Supper. And every Sun-
day, when we pray for the forgiveness of our sins, we do so
on the basis of the sacrifice of Christ on the cross.

Nevertheless, it is a feast for believers to come together
in worship also on Good Friday. It is a joy to listen to and
reflect on a word of Scripture that proclaims to us the good
news of the bitter sufferings of Christ. For the suffering and
death of Christ is His act of obedience with which He cov-
ered our disobedience.

To speak about the death of Christ as an act of obedient
love is fully biblical. In the first place, Christ Himself clear-
ly pointed to His suffering and death as obedience when
He taught His disciples that He had to go to Jerusalem to suf-
fer and die (see for instance Mat. 16:21, 17:22, 20:17-19).
It is also clear from Christ’s prayer in the garden of Gethse-
mane in which He gave Himself completely over to His God
and Father when He said, “Thy will be done” (Mat. 26:42).

Paul speaks about this obedience of Christ Jesus for our
salvation in Rom. 5:19 when he compares Adam and
Christ: “For as by one man’s disobedience many were
made sinners, so by one man’s obedience many will be
made righteous.”

This obedience of our Lord and Brother is also men-
tioned in the letter to the Hebrews. In 5:8 we read, “Even
though He was Son, He learned obedience from the things
He suffered.” These sufferings are especially those before
and on the cross where Christ sacrificed His life in His death.
Also this epistle to the Hebrews connects the sufferings in
Christ with the sacrifices and offerings in the Old Testa-
ment. They were a foreshadow of the sacrifice of Christ
(Heb. 7-10). In particular | point to 10:5-7. Here it says that
God did not really desire the animal sacrifices as offerings
that can take away sin, and that, therefore, the Son said,
“Lo, | have come to do Thy will, O God,” as it is written of
Me in the roll of the book.” These words are a quotation
from Ps. 40:6-8. Prophetically, David spoke also in this
psalm of his Son and Lord. It underlines Christ’s life and
death as His sacrifice of obedience. However, let us return
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to 5:8 where it says that Christ learned obedience from the
things which He suffered?

This is a remarkable word. What does it mean? Was
Christ not without sin, being the Son of God and an entirely
righteous man? Was He not automatically obedient in ev-
erything always? How is it that He had to, and did, learn
obedience, and this from the things He suffered?

Scripture often links obedience of faith with sufferings
and afflictions. In Psalm 119:75, the author says, “I know,
O Lorp, that ... in faithfulness Thou hast afflicted me.” In line
with this, the apostle Paul writes in Rom. 5:3 that believers
rejoice in their sufferings, “knowing that suffering produces
endurance” and endurance works out “approvedness” (my
own translation). James (in 1:2ff.) exhorts and comforts the
believers with the same truth when he writes that we should
count it all joy when we meet various trials since we know
that the testing of our faith works out steadfastness in faith.

Also Peter (in 1:6ff.) connects suffering trials with ap-
provedness or genuineness of faith to the glory of Christ. An
example of this truth we have in the testing of Abraham.
When God told him to sacrifice his son Isaac, He put Abra-
ham'’s faith to the test. This meant suffering. But Abraham
passed this exam of faith. He stood the test. Thus he learned
obedience.

Christ Jesus was unique. He was the Son of God and He
was man without sin. Nevertheless, He was a real and true
human being. Heb. 2:14 says that He partook of the same
human nature as we have. He was flesh and blood as we
are, except for sin. Ch. 2:17 says that He had to be made like
His brethren in every respect. This being a true man meant
that He, too, had to show the genuineness of His obedience
to God in passing the tests of His faith and faithfulness. For
Him, too, His life was a process from one act of obedience
to the next, fulfilling the task as Mediator and Redeemer
which God gave Him to fulfill. It meant for Him taking our
sins, our guilt, and the wrath of God against it upon Him-
self in obedience. “I have come to do Thy will, O God.” So
it is written on the roll of the book. In this way our Lord Je-
sus Christ truly learned obedience. Through His suffering He
learned what obeying meant. He learned to obey. Sure,
without falling, but also for Him it was a learning from and
in His sufferings. He had to fight an intense struggle that re-
quired everything from Him, all His energy and strength,
physically and mentally. This struggle was so real that an an-
gel had to come from heaven to strengthen Him (Luke
22:43). It shows that this obedience was not easy and just a
matter of course. it makes clear that our Lord Jesus was our
human flesh and blood, our human Brother, indeed.



As our Brother, who was like unto us in everything, He
struggled. As our Brother He learned obedience and did
not fail the testing of His faith. He gave everything He had as
sacrifice of obedient love to God and for our sake.

He had to. God wanted it from our Mediator; a perfect
whole burnt-offering. In Heb. 2:10 we read that “it was fit-
ting,” that is, the correct, covenantal way, for God, “for
whom and by whom all things exist” that He, for the purpose
of “bringing many sons to glory, should make the pioneer
of their salvation perfect through suffering.”

It is incomprehensible. God's eternal, glorious Son, be-
ing the Almighty who sustains and upholds all things

through His powerful word (Heb. 1:3), became a true human
being. He had to learn obedience. And He did. So He was
made perfect through suffering. “And being made perfect He
became the source of eternal salvation to all who obey Him”
(Heb. 5:9). It is incomprehensible, indeed. Miserable sinners
are we. We made all this necessary through our sins. How
great is the love of our triune God for us. Who will not
stand in awe? Who dares to reject this love for sinners? Let
us praise our Brother who wants to praise God in the midst
of that great congregation which He bought for the price of
this awesome obedience.
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What does God reveal
in the Grand Canyon?,

By N.H. Gootjes

The Canadian Reformed Student Fel-
lowship organized a weekend for study
and fellowship on March 5 and 6, 1993.
I was invited to speak there, my speech
dealt with a new view which connects
general revelation with discoveries of
science. The full text of my speech will
be published in three installments.

Article 2 of the Belgic Confession

It is undeniable that Art. 2 of the
Belgic Confession is an important part
of our faith. This article speaks of God'’s
revelation. Two means of revelation are
distinguished. There is in the first place:
creation, preservation and government
of the universe. And in the second
place: God’s holy and divine Word. By
these two means God makes Himself
known. Our Lord Jesus Christ said:
“This is eternal life, that they know
Thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ
whom Thou hast sent” (John 17:3).
When Art. 2 speaks about the means
that God uses to make Himself known,
it confesses undoubtedly something of
great significance.

Another question, however, is
whether Art. 2 of the Belgic Confession
has any specific interest for Reformed
students. | was asked to speak to Re-
formed students about Art. 2. Should
students today pay special attention to
this article? | think that there is a good
reason for them to do some in-depth
study of this article. There is a move-

ment today that connects university
study, and especially science, with Ar-
ticle 2 of the Belgic Confession. Quite
a number of people make a direct con-
nection between science and general

revelation as it is confessed in Art. 2. In
my speech | would like to investigate
this trend and discuss the question
whether science has anything to do
with general revelation.
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Some examples

By way of introduction | will first
give some recent popular examples. Dr.
Robert VanderVennen, associated with
the ICS in Toronto, wrote an article un-
der the title: “Not the Bible alone.”?
This article speaks about our individu-
ality, our experience, our knowledge of
history and science, and calls that: our
knowledge of general revelation. This
can only mean that things we experi-
ence, the outcome of history and the re-
sults of science are revelations. Results
of science, therefore, must form a part
of general revelation. When Art. 2 of
the Belgic Confession speaks about
general revelation, we have to think of,
among other things, results of science.

VanderVennen goes on to blame the
concerned members of the Christian
Reformed Church that they, in effect,
neglect part of God’s revelation. For
they neglect parts of God'’s general rev-
elation. That is not all. Their failing to
take into account much of general rev-
elation has results for their understand-
ing of the Bible. They now read the
Bible in isolation, without taking into
account general revelation. This results
in wrong interpretations of the Bible.
These concerned members, in Vander-
Vennen’s view, make two mistakes: 1.
they neglect general revelation; 2. as
the result they can misinterpret special
revelation.

VanderVennen’s article makes clear
what is at stake in this interpretation of
Art. 2, in which general revelation is
connected with science. The title says it
all: “Not the Bible alone.” This inter-
pretation of Art. 2 leads to the denial of
one of the foundations of the Reforma-
tion: Sola Scriptura, Scripture alone.

My second example is from a book
on Christian education, published by J.
Stronks and J. Vreugdenhil, Hallmarks
of Christian Schooling. They write: “A
new physics discovery is really the rev-
elation of God’s provision for that as-
pect of nature. The entire natural envi-
ronment, from the macro journey of
the planets to the microscopic biotic ac-
tivity in the local pond, is the field of
study for the school. Each lesson offers
opportunities to gather in God'’s words
as the students’ knowledge of nature in-
creases.”? Mark that expression “gather
in God’s words” in connection with
the study of creation. “God’s words” are
not sentences from the Bible but scien-
tific discoveries.

Here we find two other results when
scientific discoveries are called “gener-

156

Grand Canyon

al revelation.” In the first place: gener-
al revelation must be increasing in con-
tent. When science discovers some-
thing new, that discovery is added to
the content of general revelation. Gen-
eral revelation is not only continuing,
it is also expanding.

This view leads to the conclusion
that increasingly more things are being
revealed about the world.

According to Art. 2, revelation, and
that includes general revelation, is rev-
elation about God. How can Stronks
and Vreugdenhil say that a physics dis-
covery is a revelation? They connect a
physics discovery and God in this way,
that a physics discovery reveals what
God wanted that thing to be. Science
discovers God's provision for the things

in this world. In other publications this |

is called the structural aspect. As a re-
sult general revelation no longer points
upward, to God; it points downward, to

the earth. A discovery concerning the
earth is called “(general) revelation.”

There is yet another aspect of this
general revelation. John H. Kromminga
wrote an article under the title “Reve-
lation in an Unknown Tongue.” He
states: “Most of us do not have the ca-
pacity to read the book of the universe,
which the Belgic Confession (Article 2)
calls a beautiful book and the first
means by which we know God.”4 Sure,
all of us have the ability to read some
important messages from the book of
nature. But to understand other mes-
sages most of us need an interpreter.
Without an interpreter “I do not learn
anything about the history of the earth
from looking at the Grand Canyon. |
don’t know what the symbols mean: the
wrinkles in the earth’s crust, the vari-
ous kinds of rocks.”

That is where the interpreters come
in. They are the scientists. These schol-



ars read the message of the book of
creation for the sake of the many who
cannot understand it. They therefore
deserve our respect, our trust and our
support, Kromminga says. Scientists,
then, make parts of general revelation
available to the public.

Here we find yet another important
element when general revelation is di-
rectly connected with science. As a re-
sult, scientists receive a special func-
tion. They become the transmitters of
general revelation. This part of general
revelation would be inaccessible to us
without special interpreters. The com-
mon believers are made dependent on
the scientists.

The meaning of Art. 2

In summary, this view maintains
that science discovers general revela-
tion. At least three important teachings
are connected with this. 1) God gives in
nature (and history) more revelation
than is contained in Scripture. 2) This
revelation is not about God, but about
God'’s creational and historical plans for
the world. 3) This revelation is for the
greatest part inaccessible to believers;
the scientists have to discover much of
general revelation.

This view is defended with an ap-
peal to Art. 2 of the Belgic Confession.
Let us, therefore, compare it for a mo-
ment with this article. Is this emphasis
on the importance of science for reve-
lation based on Art. 2, as is suggested?
A look at this article will “reveal” that
this is not what the Belgic Confession
meant here.

In the first place, this article does not
imply that there is more revelation than
is given in God’s Word. The article says
that we first know God by the creation,
preservation, and government of the
universe. Second, God makes Himself
more clearly and fully known to us by
His holy and divine Word. This “more
clearly and fully” means: more clearly
and more fully.”5 The words “more ful-
ly” imply that special revelation in-
cludes the knowledge given by way of
general revelation, and that it adds oth-
er things. Art. 2 does not know of any
part of general revelation that is not in-
cluded in special revelation.

This is directly connected with my
second remark concerning the text of
Art. 2. What is revealed by general rev-
elation? That is stated in the first sen-
tence: “We know Him (God) by two
means.” The general revelation Art. 2
speaks about, is revelation concerning

God, and not concerning God'’s plan for
things or God'’s history with things. Art.
2 should be connected with Art. 1,
where we find the confession concern-
ing God: “We all believe with the heart
and confess with the mouth that there is
only one God, who is a simple and
spiritual Being; He is eternal ....” The
God we confess in Art. 1, we know by
two means, says Art. 2.6 This article,
then, does not speak about scientific
discoveries concerning the world.

In the third place, does the Belgic
Confession imply that we have to listen
to the scientist interpreting the book of
nature to us? No, it speaks plainly about
“We know Him by two means.” No in-
terpretation is needed. In fact, the need
for interpretation is denied when the
Confession states in connection with
general revelation: “All these things are
sufficient to convict men and leave
them without excuse.” No one can
come with the excuse that he did not
have an interpreter, for general revela-
tion as such is already sufficient to con-
vict men. As it is said in Rom. 1:19:
“God made it clear to them.” No scien-
tist need to translate this general reve-
lation; God Himself brings home the
truth about Him.

Conclusion

This view that connects science with
general revelation cannot appeal to Art.
2 of the Belgic Confession. This article
speaks about something different. This
does not mean, of course, that connect-
ing general revelation and science nec-
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essarily goes against the Confession.”
The Belgic Confession does not intend
to treat exhaustively the complete con-
tent of scriptural revelation. There are
things in Scripture which are not men-
tioned in the Belgic Confession.

We have to study Scripture on this
point. Before we do that, let us broaden
our investigation. We dealt in this article
with some popular explanations. The
next article will present the same view
as it is expressed in the Report of the
Committee on Creation and Science, of
the Christian Reformed Church.

2R. VanderVennen, “Not the Bible alone” in
Calvinist Contact, Sept. 4, 1990. | pub-
lished a reaction to this article “Does the
Belgic Confession teach ‘Not the Bible
alone,” ” in Clarion Vol. 39, Nos. 22, 23
(Oct. 26, and Nov. 9, 1990)

3). Stronks, J. Vreugdenhil, Hallmarks of
Christian Schooling (Ancaster: Ontario Al-
liance of Christian Schools, 1992)

4John H. Kromminga, “Revelation in an Un-
known Tongue,” in The Banner, Dec. 7,
1992, p.7. See for a positive reaction the
letter of a geology professor published in
The Banner, Jan. 25, 1993, p.6: “Perhaps
some of the skeptics among us should take
a geology course from a Christian who
teaches sound geology. They will come
away singing ‘How Great Thou Art” even
more loudly.”

5See the Dutch text as decided at the Synod
of Dort: “noch clearder ende volcomelijck-
er”: even more clear and more fully. The
Latin text (which has no official authority)
emphasizes even more that the importance
of Scriptural revelation is greater: “longe
manifestius et plenius”: by far more clearly
and more fully; see the texts in J.N.
Bakhuizen van den Brink, De Nederlandse
belijdenisgeschriften (2. ed.; Amsterdam:
Ton Bolland, 1976) p. 73.

6We have to pay special attention to the
place of general revelation in the confession.
General revelation is mentioned after Art.
1, about God and His attributes. The Belgic
Confession again speaks about God in Art.
8ff., where the Trinity is confessed. The clear
implication of the confession is that we do
not know the Trinity by the two means of
general and special revelation, but only by
one: special revelation. See the beginning
of Art. 8: “According to this truth and this
Word of God, we believe in one only God,
who is one single essence, in which there
are three persons ...." After that, in Arts. 12
and 13, creation and providence are dealt
with. This implies that the Belgic Confes-
sion speaks about these doctrines, too, only
on the basis of the written works of God.
At one point, however, there is violent dis-
agreement: when this view leads to the de-
nial of the Sola Scriptura, see about that my
articles mentioned in the second footnote.

— to be continued
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Improving Personal and Family Worship:

In the last segment of this series, var-
ious approaches to Bible reading and
discussion were highlighted. We spoke
about the Question and Answer method,
about Repetition, Memorization as well
as about the use of the Confessions in
family devotions.

The preceding remarks may strike
some as idealistic, others as intimidating.
Can a family really have this kind of dis-
cussion and application of a Bible read-
ing? The answer is that many families al-
ready do experience this kind of worship
life and that others can receive the same
if they are willing to work at it.

Ordinary fathers and mothers are ful-
ly able to lead their families in worship.
Certainly this may involve some prepa-
ration. However, this preparation need
not involve vast amounts of time. Sup-
pose a father leaves for work before the
rest of the family rises. In his personal
Bible reading during the morning, he
could stay ahead of the family by read-
ing the passage for the evening devotions.
Through the course of the day, he can
think about the passage and so prepare
himself for family worship in the evening.

Those who lead family worship may
also avail themselves of study helps. Ev-
ery Christian family should make Christian
books and study guides a budget priority
(see articles in Clarion about “How to
Study the Book.”) Let’s imagine that father
is about to lead the family in the reading
of Leviticus. How perplexing this book will
be if Dad hasn’t done some study before-
hand! How blessed that family will be if he
has taken the time to read through Leviti-
cus and perhaps consulted the remarks of
VanderWaal in Search the Scriptures.

Obviously, devotional books can also
help family worship. Mercies New Every
Morning, Lasting Food, and Daylight are
examples of volumes which can be used
with profit. However, families should not
get addicted to these. Nothing can take
the place of your own personal study of
the Word. In almost every case, a few
short remarks and questions by father or
mother will have far more impact than
reading a paragraph from a book.

Prayer in family worship

In a growing number of families,
there is a lack of regular prayer life. Even
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By R.A. Schouten

around the dinner table, spiritual sloppi-
ness and unfaithfulness prevent daily
prayer. In not a few cases, fathers do not
know their responsibility in this matter.
Therefore, elders will have to teach and
encourage especially the men to pray
with their families.

If people are not yet able to formulate
their words so as to lead the family in
prayer, it is possible to use the Form
Prayers, #7, 8, 11, 12 as contained in the
Book of Praise. There is no shame in this.
It may even be necessary for those who
are uncertain to write out a variety of
prayers for the different situations of fam-
ily worship. John Calvin once wrote a lit-
tle pamphlet entitled “Several Godly
Prayers,” which even included one enti-
tled “Preparation for Going to School.”!

Family prayer should reflect not only
the immediate concerns of the family, but
also the broader reaches of the church and
world. Matters for regular prayer include:
church members who may be sick, lone-
ly, grieving or wayward; office bearers in
their work; the church’s witness in world
(mission, evangelism); enemies of the
church (false religions, cults and persecu-
tors); neighbours; teachers, schools; needs
of nation; government; world crises;
famine, war, and natural disasters; moral
issues; abortion, pornography, immorality;
the individual needs of the members of the
family (children, wife, father), asking for
help in their work and their particular sit-
uations; broader family; grandparents
etc.; return of the Lord; confession of sins;
particular reasons for gratitude.

Obviously, it will be asking too much
to bring all these needs before the Lord in
each and every prayer. Some prayers will
be short, others longer. To prevent our
prayers from becoming too lengthy and
repetitious, it would be a good idea for a
father or mother or individual to make a
prayer agenda. Simply making a list of
the things for which the family must
pray and divide it into the days of the
week (if you have a very good memory
you need not do this) and keeping this
list inside the Bible will ensure that all

the necessary matters are brought before
the Lord.
Singing in family worship

In the first article of this series, we
have already touched on the necessity
of family singing. Singing not only gives
glory to God, but has the power to re-
fresh and strengthen us in our commit-
ment to God. Singing is a part of family
worship which especially small children
love and we should not hesitate to de-
light them with many selections. Today,
we can notice that many teenaged young
people are ashamed to sing. Maybe this
is because they view the singing of
Psalms and hymns as a purely “churchy”
experience. If singing was an integrated
part of family life, they might come to en-
joy it more and not feel too self-con-
scious about it.

In the past, it was not uncommon for
family and friends to hold what amount-
ed to private “Psalmody Festivals.” For
an hour or more, people would gather
around a piano or organ or without ac-
companiment in order to extol God and
His mighty works. Many of us still have
fond memories of such holy hours. It
may well be asked: where have they
gone? Have we lost interest in praising
the Almighty? Has the simplicity of the
praising soul actually become embar-
rassing to many?

God calls His people to sing. We
should use every opportunity to teact
our children the Psalms and Hymns o
the Church.

Also parents can use the practice!
Congregational singing will be enrichec
if people are also singing at home. If no-
body can hold a tune, the piano can be
used or else one of the children may be
able to accompany on the recorder!

Recently, | heard a remark that we
need a Christian school because some
of the children don’t know the Psalm;
very well! This is absurd. Christiar
schools are not needed in order to teact
children the Psalms. This task belongs
instead, to the home and church.

— to be continuec

1“Several Godly Prayers,” in John Calvin, Tract
(Edinburgh: Calvin Translation Society, 1849)
I, 96-97 ]



Farewell evening of
Rev. D. Moes and family

The congregation of Watford came
together on Saturday evening, Febru-
ary 27, 1993 to say farewell to their
minister, Rev. D. Moes, after a stay of
three years and four and a half months.

The clerk of the consistory, br. B.
Dokter, with the help of br. D. Van-
Gorkum, were the M.C.’s for the
evening. After br. Dokter opened with
prayer, we sang Hymn 65 and read
Psalm 128.

The first part of the evening was
filled with games in which everyone
could participate. Monique Haan, on
behalf of the younger generation, read a
poem alluding to the various experi-
ences and fun they had with their
friends, the Moes children. Br. L. Haan
then spoke on behalf of the congrega-
tion, expressing thanks for the time that
Rev. Moes could spend in our midst as
pastor and teacher, for his faithful
preaching of the Word, and all the visits
brought on a regular basis, especially to

Rev. and Mrs. Moes amidst the people at the farewell evening

Ineke Haan, right, presents the Moes’ family with two beautiful paintings
from the congregation

the sick and to those in need. Br. Haan
especially thanked our heavenly Father
who sustained and gave strength to Rev.
Moes in order to carry out his calling
in our congregation. Next, br. R. Haan
spoke a word of thanks on behalf of

the consistory for all the work done on
the consistorial level. On behalf of the
Young People’s Society, br. A. Janssens
presented Rev. Moes with a plaque on
which was inscribed Isaiah 40:31. Sr.
Ineke Haan, on behalf of the congrega-
tion, presented Rev. and Mrs. Moes
with two beautiful paintings to be hung
on the wall of their manse in Vernon,
B.C. as a reminder of their years in
Watford.

Julie Dokter then performed a beau-
tiful piano solo, after which the choir,
under the direction of sr. L. Dokter, sang
the benediction: The Lord Bless You
and Keep You.

To close the evening, we sang to-
gether Hymn 63 and br. J. Janssens
closed with thanksgiving prayer.

Afterwards, a social time was en-
joyed by all with an abundance of re-
freshments, and everyone had an op-
portunity to speak with Rev. Moes and
his family to express personal goodbye
wishes.

159



The next day, Sunday, February 28,
Rev. Moes preached his farewell ser-
mon in the United Church in Kerwood,
which was rented for that occasion and
was filled to capacity.

Rev. Moes chose as his text He-
brews 13:20, 21 where we read: “Now
may the God of peace, who brought
again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the
great Shepherd of the sheep, by the
blood of the eternal covenant, equip |
you with everything good that you may |
do His will, working in you that which |

PRESS RELEASES

| is pleasing in His sight, through Jesus
Christ; to whom be glory for ever and
ever. Amen.”

The theme of the sermon was “A fi-
nal prayer for struggling Christians.”
This theme was divided into two points:
The basis of this prayer, and the actual
petition in this prayer. The service end-
ed with the singing of Hymn 62.

After the blessing, br. F. VanGorkum
spoke a word of farewell on behalf of
the Canadian Reformed Church at
Chatham as well as on behalf of Classis

Ontario South. The vice chairman of
the consistory, br. ). Lenting, read a let-
ter of farewell from the Canadian Re-
formed Church at Hamilton. Br. Lent-
ing then spoke a word of thanks to our
parting minister, wishing him the Lord’s
blessing as he takes up his new task in
Vernon, B.C.

Afterwards, a social hour was held in
the basement, where everyone could say
farewell to our minister and his family.

J. Janssens

CLASSIS ALBERT/MANITOBA,
MARCH 9 & 10, 1993

On behalf of the church at Taber,
AB., the Rev. G. Ph. Van Popta opens
the meeting with prayer. He requests
the singing of Ps. 86: 1,2 and reads Luke
17:7-10. All are welcomed.

Memorabilia: Mention is made of
calls extended by the church at Neer-
landia to the Reverends Agema (de-
clined) and Van Essen (declined); and
by the Immanuel Church at Edmonton
to the Reverends Moesker (declined)
and Kok (pending). He expresses the
hope that the vacancies will soon be
filled. Mention is also made of calls ex-
tended to Rev. Schouten by the church
at Toronto for mission work in lrian Jaya
(declined) and by the church at Grand
Rapids (declined). Rev. Van Popta then
speaks about the passing away of Prof.
Rev. L. Selles and what he has meant for
the Canadian Reformed Churches.

The delegates from the church at
Taber check the credentials and find
them to be in good order. The church-
es at Neerlandia, Immanuel Edmonton,
and Providende Edmonton have in-
structions.

Classis is declared constituted. The
suggested officers are appointed. Rev.
G. Van Popta — chairman; Rev. E. Tigge-
laar — vice chairman; Rev. K. Jonker —
clerk. After some additions the agenda
is adopted.
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Reports: a. Rev. R. Aasman reports
on a visit he made to the meeting of
the Presbytery of the Dakotas of the
OPC. This report is received. As contact
person with the POD of the OPC he in-
forms classis of an invitation to the next
meeting of the Presbytery.

b. The Classis Treasurer report is
read and received with thankfulness.

c. Auditor of Books of the Treasur-
er, the Providence church, reports that
the books of the Treasurer are found to
be in good order.

d. Auditor of the Archives of Classis,
the Immanuel church, reports that the
archives are in good order except for a
few minor discrepancies. These are ad-
dressed and will be rectified.

Instructions: The church at Neerlan-
dia requests and receives pulpit supply
for once every three weeks. The church
at Immanuel requests and receives pul-
pit supply for once per month.

Question period per Art. 44 C.O.
The chairman reads the appropriate part
of Art. 44 and requests response from
the different churches. One church
seeks advise on a matter of discipline.

Correspondence. Re: the Christ
American Reformed Church. a. The
decision of General Synod re appeals
concerning the CARC, is presented to
Classis. This is declared inadmissible.

b. Request by the church at Carman

the application of the American Re-
formed Church at Denver to be admit-
ted to the federation of churches. This
correspondence is declared admissible.

c. In connection: the church at Win-
nipeg requests classis to reopen looking
at the request of Denver in light of the
decision of General Synod. This is de-
clared admissible. Classis deals with the
two letters together.

After a lengthy discussion the pro-
posal of the church at Carman is de-
feated.

A new motion is submitted. The
motion reads

1. To recognize from General Synod
Lincoln’s considerations in respect of
the American Reformed Church at Den-
ver that an investigation committee ap-
pointed by Classis would be in order.

2. To appoint a committee with the
following mandate: a. to investigate
the reasons why the ARCD was con-
vinced it could not be united with the
POD of OPC and to do so also by ad-
dressing the POD of OPC. b. to report
to the next classis about its findings in
order to deal with the request of the
ARCD to be joined to the federation of
the Canadian and American Reformed
Churches.

This motion is adopted.

Classis decides in light of the above
decision that the request of the church

to appoint a committee to investigate: | at Winnipeg has been answered.



Reports and discipline matter held
in closed session. The church visitors

report on visits made to the churches at |

Edmonton Providence (Oct. 14/92);
Barrhead (Oct. 15/92); Neerlandia (Oct.
15/92); Carman (Jun. 1/92) and Win-
nipeg. The church at Edmonton Provi-
dence requests and receives advice on
a discipline matter.

Appointments: Convening church
for next classis: Church at Winnipeg;
Time: June 8, alternate: Oct. 12; Place:
Edmonton Immanuel; Proposed offi-
cers; Chairman — Rev. P. DeBoer, Vice-
chairman - Rev. G. Van Popta, Clerk —
Rev. E. Tiggelaar.

Delegates to Regional Synod Hous-
ton: Ministers: Rev. R. Aasman, Rev. K.
Jonker, Rev. R. Schouten, Rev. G. Van
Popta. Alternates: Rev. E. Tiggelaar,
Rev. J.D. Wielenga, Rev. P. DeBoer. El-
ders: H. Vandenhoven, J. Kuik, C.
Hoogerdijk and P. Doorten. Alternates:
T. Termeer, J. Bareman, A. Poppe, P.
Meliefste.

Observer to Presbytery of the Dako-
tas of OPC. Rev. K. Jonker is appointed
to make the next visit to the OPC. Al-
ternate: Rev. G. Van Popta.

Committee of Investigation into the
Denver situation. Rev. R. Schouten —
convener, Rev. ].D. Wielenga, Rev. R.
Aasman. Alternate: Rev. P. DeBoer.

Personal question period is held.
Brotherly censure as per Art. 44 is not
needed.

Acts are read and adopted. Press
Release is approved.

After thanking the ladies, and wish-
ing all the delegates a blessing on their
work and a safe trip home, the chair-
man requests the singing of Ps. 135: 1 &
2 and closes in prayer.

For Classis Albert/Manitoba of
March 9 & 10, 1993
E.J. Tiggelaar, vice-chairman

CLASSIS ONTARIO NORTH
MARCH 12, 1993

1. Opening

On behalf of the convening church
at Burlington East br. K. Kieft calls the

meeting to order, we sing Psalm 65:1,3, |
he opens the meeting with the reading

of Isaiah 44:22-15:6, he then leads in
prayer.

2. Examination of credentials

The credentials are examined by the
delegates of the church at Brampton, all
churches are legally delegated in their
primi, except for Toronto which has sent
two alternates, both elders, and Burling-
ton-East having sent one alternate.

There are four instructions of the
churches at Brampton, Elora, Lower

| Sackville and Orangeville.

3. Constitution of Classis

The classis is constituted.

The following officers are appoint-
ed. Rev. G.H. Visscher, chairman, Rev.
P. Aasman, clerk, Rev. J. Huijgen, vice-
chairman.

The chairman thanks the conven-
ing church for the preparatory work and
br. Kieft; wishes of health are extended
to Rev. G. Nederveen, who had to be
absent due to illness. He mentions the
churches at Brampton, Guelph, Ot-
tawa, Burlington-South, Elora and Low-
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er Sackville which are still vacant. Rev.
P. Aasman has received a call to the
church at Smithers, BC for the mission-
ary work.

The church at Lower Sackville has
experienced difficulty because of the
passing away of sr. E. Oderkirk.

The passing away of prof. L. Selles is
remembered.

4. Adoption of the Agenda

The agenda is established after
some additions.

5. Reports

a. The church visitation report to the
church at Lower Sackville by the Rev.
P. Aasman and Rev. G. Nederveen is
gratefully received. Some supportive
and encouraging comments are made.

b. The church visitation report to
the church at Grand Valley by the Rev.
W. DenHollander and Rev. P.G. Feen-
stra is gratefully received.

c. The church visitation report to the
church at Toronto, by the Rev. ). Huij-
gen and Rev. G. Nederveen is grateful-
ly received.

d. The treasurer’s report is received
with thankfulness. The assessment is set
at $5.00 per communicant member.

e. The church at Burlington-South
has inspected the archives; they appear
to be in good order.

f. The report by the church at Fer-
gus, for the Fund for Needy Students is
received. The fund is mainly dormant.

6. Question Period according to
Article 44 C.O.

a. In the question period according
to Art. 44 C.O. the chairman asks the
questions in this article which are ap-
plicable. The church at Fergus requests
advice in a case of discipline. Classis
goes in closed session, after which con-
curring advice is given.

b. After the coffee break the church
at Grand Valley requests advice in a
case of discipline. Classis goes in
closed, after which concurring advice is
given.

c. The church at Ottawa requests,
according to art. 47 C.O., advice to
convene Regional Synod East D.V.
November 17, 1993. Classis agrees.

7. Proposals and instructions from
the churches

a. The churches at Brampton, Elo-
ra, Ottawa and Lower Sackville ask for
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classical arrangements for pulpit sup-
ply. The first three churches receive
pulpit supply for one time per month.
Lower Sackville receives pulpit supply
four times per year. This arrangement
commences July 1993.

b. The church at Orangeville re-
quests and receives classical support for
the sr. C. Olij — fund for 50% of the to-
tal, which amounts to $7.13 per com-
municant member.

8. Corresponsence

a. Overture to classis from the coun-
cil of Ebenezer Church requesting Re-
gional Synod East to appoint a commit-
tee to study the feasibility of restructuring
the present two classical regions into
three classical districts.

After discussion, classis denies the
overture.

b. An appeal of a brother in the clas-
sical district is dealt with, concerning
the issuing of an attestation, without a
physical move, as contrary to art. 62
C.O. The appeal is not granted.

9. Appointments

a. The convening church for the
next classis is: Burlington-South. Time
will D.V. be: June 11, 1993 at 9:00 a.m.
Place: Burlington-East church building.

b. Suggested officers are:

P. Aasman, Chairman.

G.H. Visscher, Clerk.

G. Nederveen, Vice-chairman.

10. Personal Question Period

Personal question period is held.
Observers of the churches of the Free
Church of Scotland will be invited to
the next classis.

11. Christian Censure according to
Article 44 C.O. is not necessary.

12. Acts and Press Release

The Acts are adopted and the Press
Release is approved.

13. Closing

The chairman thanks the hosting
church for the hospitality extended. He
requests to sing: Psalm 107:1 and leads
in thanksgiving and prayer. Classis On-
tario North March 12, 1993 ends.

For classis Ontario-North
J. Huijgen, vice-chairman
at that time

CLASSIS CONTRACTA ONTARIO-
SOUTH, March 25, 1993 in
Hamilton

1. On behalf of the convening
church at Ancaster, br. W. Smouter
called the meeting to order and asked to
sing Psalm 119:13, 14. He then read
Psalm 119:33-48, and opened with
prayer. All the delegates were wel-
comed.

2. The credentials were examined
and found to be in good order. In ac-
cordance with the regulations of Classis
Ontario-South, art. 9, the churches at

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Ancaster, Hamilton and Smithville were
duly represented.

3. Classis was constituted and the
following moderamen was appointed
Rev. Cl. Stam, chairman, br. W
Smouter, clerk, and Rev. J. DeGelder,
vice-chairman. The chairman men-
tioned as memorabilia the fact thai
Rev. L. Selles passed away and that Rev
R. Sietsma received the necessary visa
for Brazil.

4. The agenda was adopted.

5. The church at Ancaster requested
the classical approbation of the call ex-
tended to Rev. H.M. VanEssen. After ex-
amination of the necessary documents,
which were found to be in good order,
classis decided to approve this call.

the chiarman congratulated the
church at Ancaster and Rev. H.M.
VanEssen with this approval and wished
Rev. VanEssen the Lord’s blessing in his
ministry.

The church at Hamilton was dele-
gated to represent Classis Ontario-
South at the installation of Rev.
VanEssen on Sunday March 28.

6. Censure ad art. 44 C.O. is not
needed.

7. The Acts are read and adopted
and the Press Release was read and ap-
proved.

8. The chairman then led in thanks-
giving, and closed the meeting.

For Classis Contracta Ontario-
South of March 25, 1993

J. DeGelder, vice-chairman e.t.

Church Records

Art. 64 of the Church Order reads:

“The consistory shall maintain
Church records in which the names of
the members and the dates of the
birth, baptism, public profession of
faith, marriage, and departure or
death are properly recorded.”

Since | was appointed by the con-
sistory a number of years ago to keep
the records of the church, my experi-
ence is that when attestations are re-
ceived from members of sister
churches, too many times are not
only some of those dates mentioned

in Art. 64 missing, but also for the sec-
ond or middle name only the initials
are given, or sometimes you discover
the whole name is left out.

Recently we received an attesta-
tion with the information of one of the
members as follows:

Date of birth: Unknown

Date of baptism: Yes

Date of Conf.: Yes

Date of marriage: Unknown
This is not a person of about a centu-
ry old whose records are lost or for-
gotten, no this is a person who | as-
sume is in the mid twenties. Makes

one wonder what answer such a con-
sistory gives when with church visita-
tion the question is usually asked:
“Are the Church Records kept in good
order?” Would they really say yes?

Since | am sure other, if not all
churches, have the same experience
I would urge consistories to be more
faithful to Art. 64 of our C.O.

If anyone needs more convincing
read: With Common Consent by Rev.
W.W.J. Van Oene.

A. Harke
St. Albert
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Response to article on
Palmetto fellowship gatherings

Our character

Every one who publishes something
now and then, will experience that re-
actions are diverse, not only in contents
but even in number. My article is no
exception. The reactions were either
negative or positive and they were more
numerous than | had expected. They
were not only verbal but factual; more
American and Canadian Reformed
brothers and sisters came to the Sun
coast of the Gulf of Mexico than ever
before in the months of January and
February and our expectation for the
month of March is high. The attendance
of our worship gatherings was as the
temperature in Florida: in the high sev-
enties and the low eighties, but the at-
tendance — not the temperature — is ex-
pected to double in the March break
and to reach 150 - 160. We will wait
and see. Reformed people do not boast
of numbers but rejoice in the multitude
of the King’s obedient subjects. It en-
hances His glory. We are glad that farm-
ers and landscapers who in the past va-
cationed in the Bahamas or in Mexico
now on the Lord’s Days in wintertime
find their way to the Palmetto - Braden-
ton - Sarasota area. And we are thankful
that the retired old timers who already
for years frequented Florida now see
their attempts at organizing Reformed
worship gatherings at Palmetto unfold
and blossom. If the Lord predestined
an American Reformed Church for Pal-
metto c.a., it will come about. Asked
about my willingness to speak an edi-
fying word during the Lord’s Days in
February and also in response to a letter
to the Editor in Clarion, | answer that in
hope | think of Palmetto as an ecclesia
in statu nascendi, a church in the stage
of being born or coming about. It is
clear that normally for a church to be
organized, there should not only be a

congregation but three brothers who
can form a consistory. For an American
Reformed Church to be associated with
congregations as Grand Rapids, Blue
Bell, Laurel and Lynden, we need
American citizens or at least permanent
residents in this area. But who knows
how God will lead history, also through
trade agreements and other economic
and social regulations, and make it
subservient to the gathering of His
Church? Be this as it may, for the time
being we may be comforted by the
promise of the Lord Jesus: “Again | say
to you, if two of you agree on earth
about anything they ask, it will be done
for them by my Father in heaven. For
where two or three are gathered in my
name, there am | in the midst of them.”
(Mat. 18:19ff.) These words are spoken
precisely in the context of Christ’s
promise and provision of the church
(see verse 17).

The expression ecclesia in statu
nascendi reminds us of the fact that the
gathering of the church is not finished.
“Church” is no static but a dynamic
word; the church of God is in process
and progress. Besides this, the New Tes-
tament speaks of house congregations.
There was a church in the house of
Prisca and Aquila. “Greet also the
church in their house,” the apostle Paul
writes (Rom. 16:5) and Gaius is host to
the whole church in Rome (:23). See
also 1 Cor. 16:19 and Col. 4:15.

Let me add another remark about
the character of the American Reformed
Fellowship at Palmetto. It concerns our
ecclesiastical integrity. Brothers asked
me: Is there no Orthodox Presbyterian
Church in this area? The answer is “No”
and | immediately add that if it had
been “Yes,” | for one would never par-
ticipate in organizing separate worship
gatherings in Palmetto. We should not

unnecessarily multiply gatherings of be-
lievers. There is a rather large Christian
Reformed Church in Bradenton, but
we should not compromise with re-
spect to the norms for the gathering of
God’s people. The American Reformed
Fellowship is based on Holy Scripture
as the infallible Word of God. It adheres
to the content of God’s Word as it is
summarized in three historic Reformed
documents: the Belgic Confession, the
Heidelberg Catechism and the Canons
of Dordt. Concretely it means today:
We do not doubt the historicity of what
God reveals in Gen. 1-11 or of the
earthquake at Christ’s resurrection as
described in Matthew 28. We do not re-
ceive women as exhorters, not even in
our unofficial worship gatherings, but
listen to taped sermons or directly spo-
ken edifying words of American or
Canadian Reformed ministers. In these
worship gatherings we wholeheartedly
receive other Reformed believers (Free
Reformed, Protestant Reformed, and In-
dependent Christian Reformed) and
even rejoice in their support. We are
American Reformed and in our name
we indicate our association and affilia-
tion with the American and Canadian
Reformed Churches. We are not
ashamed of this character. At the same
time we know of ecclesia in statu
nascendi: the Church of God is still be-
ing gathered and we rejoice in every
visible manifestation of the unity of faith
among Reformed believers.

J. Faber

Our constituency and our funding

The American Reformed Fellow-
ship in its worship gatherings is made
up by two categories. Let us distinguish
them as the charter members and the
visitors.
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OUR LITTLE MAGAZINE

By Aunt Betty

Dear Busy Beavers,

WORDS OF LIFE QUIZ
Can you fill all the blanks? There are helps.

1. Every word of God proves __________ ; He s
a____ to those who take refuge in Him. Prov.
30:5

2. In the beginning wasthe ________, and the Word
was with , and the Word was God. John 1:1
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Peter was still saying this, the Holy Spirit on

all who heard the . Acts 10:44
... he who hears my word and believes Him who sent

, has life. John 5:24
...who have ... tastedthe _________of the word of
God and the of the age to come ... Heb. 6:5
Lord to whom shall we go? You have the of
eternal ... John 6:68
Let the word of dwell in you
Col. 3:16
And take the ___ of salvation, and the
________ of the Spirit, whichisthe __________ of
God. Eph. 6:17
__ rather are those who the word
of God and it! Luke 11:28

PICTURE CODE

by Busy Beaver Andrea Vanderhorst
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