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TDITORIAL

By J Geertsema

4

This issue of our magazine wiil present a report of the Col-
lege Evening, togethsr with the Principal’s Report and the in-
augural address of Dr. J. DeJong. When the official pari of the
avening was over and we could talk with each other during the
“coffee-social,” | haard from several brothers and sisters that
they found it a nice evening. Some had not attended the College
Evening before and said that they would ceriainly attend again
the next time. it was good to see many people there and o
hear such remarks. The College is the Collegs of the church-
es, this means, of all of us. | would like o elaborate on this point.

The bond between church and theological fraining for the
ministry is not something unique for our churches, The Christian
Reformed Church has its Calvin Seminary in Grand Rapids. The
Protestant Reformed Churches have their own training in the
same city. These are churches of the Reformed stock. We see
the same with non-Reformed churches. In Toronto, for instance,
seven theological colleges, although organized under the um-
brella of the Toronto School of Theology, are all church-colleges.
Three are Roman Catholic, two Anglican, one is Presbyterian
and one is of the United Church. They train ministers, first of
all, for their own church communion.

The roots of this unity of church and theological iraining
can be seen in the history. | restrict myself now 1o the Nether-
lands. After the Reformation in the sixteenth century, the train-
ing for the ministry took place within the framework of the uni-
versity. At that time, the Reformed churches were the officially
recognized state church. There was unity of faith between
church and state, and between church and university. Later,
under the influence of the Enlightenment, the Reformed church-
es turned completely liberal. A secession took piace in 1834. Im-
mediately the churches of the Secession worked hard io gst
their own training schools for their ministers. First there were
local schools, but in 1854 the theological school in Kampen was
set up. From the very beginning the effort was made, o have
and maintain high academic standards. The same happened af-
ter the Liberation in 1944: the liberated Reformed Churches
set up their own training for the ministry. And they maintained
the high academic standards.

We see two aspects in this brief historical outline. The firsi
one is that of the unity between church and training. The second
is the recognition of the need of high academic standards for
this training. At the College we stand in this very same tradi-
tion. The training for the ministry in our churches is at the Col-
lege of the churches. For entering the College the reguirement
is that students must have a Bachelor of Arts degree or its
equivaient,

it can be clear why there is the requirement of an academ-
ic training, if possibie. Medical doctors, lawyers, and other
i2aders in a nation are required to have a proper academic train-
ing that is fitling for their work and position. Ministers of God’s
Word, too, have a leading position. They are required to pro-
claim God’'s Word in a proper, understandable, edifying manner.
They are to undersiand aiso what is going on. it is their task 1o
lead a congregation in the ways of God’s Word in a contempo-
rary situation. But this contemporary situation is, at the same
time, connected with the past. The study of history and philos-
ophy is for the understanding of the own time of great help.

Asg said, it is the calling of ministers of God’s Word to
preach that Word 1o God’s people. This Word has been re-
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vealed o us in the Hebrew {(and, for a small part, Aramaic) and
the Greek languages. In order {0 be able {o study and under-
stand these languages one has to have an academic training

or its equivalent. This is the normal route. Therefore, in our sit-
uation in which this is possible, the churches have determined
in decisions of their general synods, that a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree or its equivalent is a necessary requiremeant for entering
the College. It was determined also that such a Bachelor of
Arts degree should contain courses in English, as well as in
history and philosophy, besides the iraining in the biblical lan-
guages and in Latin, which has been the language of the church
for many centuries.

It can be clear that this maintaining of high academic stan-
dards for the study ai the College is not a geal in itself. The
goal is that the College with its theologica! training may be of
better service 1o the churchas in their calling to preserve the
truth of God, the truth of the gospel. Herewith | come back 1o the
principle, not just the custom, that the churches have their own
seminary for the training of their ministers. This is to be seen
as the fulfillment of the charge which Paul gave to Timothy and
which would remain in force throughout the generations of
Christ’s church.

Paul exhorted Timothy: “Be strong in the grace that is in
Christ Jesus, and what you have heard from me before many
witnesses entrust to faithful men who will be abie to teach oth-
ers algo” (2 Tim. 2:2). First of all, there is the basis of God’s
grace in Christ. Timothy as office bearer and leader of the
church has to be strong in God’s grace in Christ for the sake of
the church. The same counts for the office bearers with him
and after him. For the church itself has to rernain strong in this
grace in Christ. This can only be achieved when office bearers
and church abide by the gospel as it is revealed io the aposiles
and handed over by them as the apostolic tradition. For this rea-
son Timothy must entrust what he heard from Paul to faithiul
men who are able to teach others also. In that way the knowi-
edge of the apostolic tradition will continue to be the possession
of the church throughout the generations. And the result will be
that the church in its generations will remain strong in the
grace of God which is in Christ.

When the apostle Paul gives this task to Timothy who is his
fellow-office bearer, we can conclude that the handing over of
the apostolic tradition is an official task in and for the church.
The churches have the task to preserve the truth throughout the
generations. This is why we do not leave the training of minis-
ters in the hands of a board that consists of a number of inter-
ested individual Christians who may very wel! belong io differ-
ent churches. No, through the grace and blessing of the Loro,
the churches, uniled in the same faith, having the same con-
fession, and therefore living together in the same federation,
have their own College in order io fulfill, as much as they can,
the charge Paul gave to Timothy in the text mentioned above.

And it is our prayer that the Lorb may bless this training,
so that it may provide the churches with ministers who have had
the same instruction in the same aposiolic truth which is sum-
marized in the Three Forms of Unity. It is further our prayer that
the College will serve as means to keep the churches strong in
the grace of God in Christ Jesus, that is, in the unity of the true
faith, that is in the apostolic tradition. C




COLLEGE CORNER

By J. Geertsema

The Seventeenth Convocation

and the

Twenty-Second Anniversary Meeting

On Friday, September 6, 1991, the
Theological College held its twenty-sec-
ond anniversary meeting and its seven-
teenth convocation. An anniversary
meeting of the College, especially when
combined with the graduation of some
of its students, is an annual event. It is
this for the Board of Governors with its
two committees, the Academic Commit-
tee and the Finance and Property Com-
mittee, and for the Faculty and the stu-
dents, as well as for delegates of the
Women’s Saving Action. It is an event,
last but not least, for the churches which
support the College. Quite a number of
the members were present again.

After singing and prayer, in his open-
ing word, the chairman of the Board of
Governors, Rev. Cl. Stam, made a com-
parison between the previous College
Evening and the present one. Last year
could be characterized with the word
“transition.” One new professor began
his teaching in January 1990. Another
one started in the Fall of that year. This
present year can be characterized with
the word consolidation. Last year’s new
situation is not new anymore. Things
are falling into place. Rev. Stam read
congratulatory letters from the Provi-
dence Canadian Reformed Church at
Edmonton (Rev. R. Aasman) and from
the Free Reformed Church at Kelmscott,
Australia (Rev. C. Bosch), as well as
from the deputies for the training for the
ministry of our sister churches in Aus-
tralia. We are thankful for the coopera-
tion and support that is coming from the
Australian sister churches.

The Principal's Report of Dr. C. Van
Dam, as well as the inaugural speech of
Dr. J. DeJong were presented. They
were followed by the conferring of the
degree of Master of Divinity to the three
graduating students, Cornelis (Ken)
Herfst (of the Free Reformed Church at
Hamilton), of Wilhelmus (Bill) M. Wie-
lenga, and of R. Dean Anderson (of the
Reformed Church at New Zealand) the
latter in absentia, since he was called

back to New Zealand to serve the church
at Hamilton, down south, as vicar.
Between all these points of the pro-
gram Psalms were sung. After the grad-
uation ceremony a musical interlude was
presented by the choir “Voice of Praise”
of the Niagara peninsula. Under the en-
thusiast direction of br. VanderBrugghen,
they sang two selections by Felix

could the College begin without it? Many
special study books cost from fifty to
one hundred dollars or even more, par-
ticularly those who come from Europe.
Therefore, we thank all the sisters in our
churches who collected the coins and
bills and cheques for this labour of love.

The presentation itself was done
somewhat differently. In previous years

L to r: Prof. J. Geertsema, Mr. W.M. Wielenga, Prof. Dr. C. Van Dam, Prof. Dr. N.H. Gootjes

Mendelssohn, “For His is the Sea” and
“He that shall endure to the end.”

The presentation of a gift of twenty
thousand dollars from the Women’s Sav-
ing Action was next. The College com-
munity is very thankful for this annual do-
nation. Just as in the old country, this
action is of vital importance for the li-
brary, and thus for the College. What

only the president of the Women’s Sav-
ing Action took care of this annual event.
This time Mrs. J. Mulder, the president,
was escorted by the secretary, Mrs. J.
Van Dam, and the treasurer, Mrs. C.
Zietsma. Besides, the gift was presented
to the Principal of the College in a poetic
form. Taking turns, the three ladies said
the following:
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Mr. President, members of the Board
and Faculy,

Brothers and sisters here present. Listen
o this r?“e‘ymf,f

S0 don't Worry.
fy :;«s.%w:‘mw afew minutes of your

On this festive Cm%er;; Evening,

A glance over by-gone years we cast,
While together we are reminiscing
About our Savings Action’s past.

More than twenty vears a
came together

To start a Theological College Library
Fund,

Although they were not sure at all
whether

ft would indeed get safe

But, lo and behold, sisters
g%‘%gmmﬁ

in North and 3 .;t?:- n

Pledged their full an
tion,

Which certainly put the fo
to rest.

Blue labeled lins appearad everywhere,

Thz(}dgh@d"‘ the country, oh so

And our sisters willingly 1ook

Of collecting each pre

{9

=

h so many!
OK Care

3

ecious penny.

?{{3

1970 we presenied our first donation.

wo thousand dollars, at that time a sub-
stantial amount.

The College community expressed their

great appreciation.

in
Tw

In us, women, true helpmates they
found!
From that time onward the library began

1o grow,

y monies each

collect.

Books, magazines, more than you ever
will know

out any and every the
ject.

Wi

vear we did save and

Abc eological sub-

When a new building had to be bought,

A desperate call came from our brothers,
poor men.

“We are short of money,” they said,
‘please help us aut.
t? we had not sa f
would they have

i mfﬁ\zda and
g“mfc»:aww

With joy and gra
burming.

atitude their hearts werse
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Sometimes the gquestion
“Should we
“Is there of %}ay
in respons

you
That money for our library will aiways be
well-spent,

3'39

2 we would like 1o assure

Although books have become very ex-
pensive,
The library should be kept up-

p-to-date
and expand

Enabling students and teachers fo study
extensive

And helping them the Word of God 1o un-
derstand

We, as vour representatives, have no
fear

Only use your gifis when and where
necessary

For this ;w:p 08€ we meet once a year
Wsm the Committee of the Collegs li-
rqany;

As chairperson, ‘:n,.m responsibility | bea

Is to supply my co-members with co ?@e
and cake.

secretary’s duty is to write letters and

answer questions,

contact with the members of our

s, J. Mulder

if therefore you have any complaints or
suggestions,
Just send a friendly n me.

As your treasurer | am in charge of the
a
and difficult occupation!
a‘? s not yet given me any
grey hairs
Thanks 10 your generosih
tion.

-
©
=
L
o
Q
[

o
PO
=y
51!3

Due to our reps, upon whose service we
depend;

Due to those who collect from door 1o
door,

And to th@:‘s-@ who many an evening on

counting spend,
We saved this 27,000 dollars,
tle bit more.

-

gven a

Above all we thank the Lord who hasg
enabled us

To do this work for cur Theological Col-

lege here.

And we pray that He will continue o
give us

His guidance and help in the coming
year.

Mr. Principal, the moment has come fi-
nally

To present you with a 20,000 dollar

cheque you here s %

Accompanied with the wmh of the Wom-
en's &avsrag Action Society:
May our Father in heaven bless the

dents and faculty!

stu-




Coming to the end of the evening,
we sang two stanzas of Psalm 119, A col-
lection for educational aids for the Col-
lege was held. The College received
$1,662.20. For this suppott also we are
very grateful. In a future “College Cor-
ner” the principal hopes to disclose what
was done with this money. Hev. B.J.
Berends of Smithers, member of the

Board of Governors, closed the meeting
with a fitting word and with thanksgiving
and prayer.

Thus another year of study was offi-
cially brought to a close with the gradua-
tion of three students, and, at the same
fime, a new year was started. May the
Lorp bless the churches and the College
for the glory of His Name in the continu-

ing and increasing recognition of His
kingship in the obedience of faith of His
people to His revealed will. May He, for
that purpose, give us our daily bread,
and forgive us our shortcomings and
sing, and lead us not into temptation but
deliver us from the evil one. For our God
is a great King. His giorious kingdom is

[ for ever.

Principal’s Report

By C. Van Dam

Let us recall the highlights of the past
academic year and so see again the
many blessings which the Lord has giv-
en to us.

Open House and College Evening

On the afternoon of September 7,
1990, the Theological College hosted
an open house which was well attend-
ed. In the evening we had our Twenty-
First Anniversary Meeting. This evening
signalled the completion of the transition
that started a year earlier. Dr. N.H. Goot-
jes delivered his inaugural address on
“Can God be Angry?” and Dr. J. De Jong
could be installed as Professor of Eccle-
siology and Diaconiology.

Students

Three new full-time students were
enrolled last September, all from Cana-
dian Reformed congregations: John B.
Challies, B.A., of Ancaster, ON; Mark J.
Hoogerdijk, B.A., of Coaldale, AB; and
John D. Louwerse, B.A., of Chilliwack,
BC. The total number studying at the
College was thus thirteen.

All the freshmen successfully com-
pleted their first year. We are also happy
to announce that three students are
graduating this vear: R. Dean Anderson,
Jr., who has started a yeariong vicariate
in the Reformed Church of New Zealand,
at Hamilton, New Zealand; Cornelis
{Ken) Herfst, who has accepted a call
by the Vineland Free Reformed Church
for mission work in Cubulco, Guatemala;
and Wilhelmus M. Wielenga, who has
accepted a call in the American Re-
formed Church at Lynden in the state of
Washington.

Professors and Guests

Dr. Giootjes, who had already been
teaching in the second Semester in

1990, could now begin his first full year of
lectures in Septemnber of this past year at
which time Dr. J. De Jong could start his
work as Professor for the first time. We
are grateful that in this way the transi-
tion has been completed and all the va-
cancies at our College filled. A note of
thanksgiving can also be raised with re-
spect to a third professor. On May 13,
1991, Professor J. Geerisema had his
studies in Toronto crowned with the de-
gree of Master of Theology from Wycliffe
College and the University of Toronto.

This event was witnessed by members
of the Senate and we rejoice with our
colleague and his wife that this milestone
could be reached.

From the teaching professors, let us
now go to the emeritus Professor of New
Testament, Prof. L. Selles who celebrat-
ed his fiftieth anniversary as ministers of
the divine Word on April 20. This memo-
rable event was appropriately celebrated
with an open house sponsored by the
Board of Governors. May the Lord our
God continue to sustain and encourage
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e Knowl-

the R&vﬁ H.

Mr. .. Boot
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me i EZZ*:K)!* ;w!«f? xn
m mﬂ u s ﬁff%

azon &ﬂ%duu.
On April 9, 1 E%A!.

i,r LW, Wevers

emeritus profe at the University of
Toronto and an “dﬁﬁi’ for the Sepluagin-
fa-Unternahmen ﬁf the Akademis der
Wissenschaften in Gdllingen, deliverad |
a special lecture on the Greek translation
of Exodus. The following day, Dr. F%.
Ganz of the Reformed rﬁmsﬁwie
Church of North America at a"’i*“ NG 8 n{j

a former psychologist and student of D,
J. A&as"sa, delivered an afterncon lsc-
fure on “Nouthetic Counselling.” Both o
these lectures were also followed by |
discussion.

Visits of a different naiure took place
when the grade 2 and 3 class of the Tim-
othy Schooi in Hamilton and the grade 4
class of the John Calvin School in
3mithvi§§ had class ¥rips to the Collegs
on respectively November 19 and 26,
1990, am June 5, 1981, We hope that
we will be able 10 see some of them again!

Extra-Curricular Activitie

At the time of the las
gvening, Dr. and Mrs. Fabe
Australia. During the months o

@

i College
\! yare in
SDmem

A beguifful,

“Hmely” donation
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Board of Trustees

Standing l-r: Mr. AL VanderHout, Rev. £.

Van Spronsen, Rev. B.J. Berends, Mr. A. Van

Egimond, M; C. Veldkamp, Rev. J. van Rigtscholen, M. H. Buist; sitting l-r: Rev. M. Vander Wel,

Fev. ClL Stam, Mr. C. F

Heeringa, Rev. P Kingma

ber, October and the first part of Novern- | W.G. de Vries who had written a paper

ver, our emeriius professor of {}f}g"nai‘s:s
visited all tha sistar churches in that vast
counlry and strengthened the ties be-
twaen Hamilton and them, We greatly
%Qreoéaie the suppori that the Aus-
fralian churches give our Ga;: sge and are
happy that Ehev too may share in the
fruits by having gradm?em from Hamil-
ton minister in their midst. The Fabers
also visited New Zealand from where our
student Lvsna"! Anderson originates. Dr.
and Mrs. Faber r@gr *{‘hm: they once
again are not with us, for now Dr. Faber
is in the Netherlands czrz the invitation
the Board of Governors of the Theologi-
cal University of Kampen o teach dog-
matics in the fall term while Prof. B
g(amw uis is on a special study leave.
They do sand their greetings.
Ti,c wa; 9 20 wos fvi year in
rwas
mer Y’smwa in gra fx:,da f&) God fo ht@
His f*?‘wa The “?’*aeo;am:.i Col-
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| forthe Elders’ C

on Schilder's Mawn&;?up ic the He-
formed confessio

On Femuary ‘.& 991, Or. J. Ds
dong €O onducted a wor «»:sh«sp o | stu’q}
onference of Classis Ni-
agares and Ham: ton of the Chyristian Re-
formezxd Church. Dr. J. Faber participated
inthex Eighth Col loquium on Calvin and
Calvir 51 xd?@.ﬁ held in Grand Rapids on
May £ and 9, 1881, and presided over a
session in which Dr. W. van't Spijker
spokees on the Kingdom of Christ in Bucer
and Calvin,

T his pasi year saw the release of
Prof. L. Selles’ revision of the second
voluryse of his much appreciated outlines
on Resvelation. Some of the addresses

1

| whicky Dr. J. Faber delivered in Austraiia

i NH. Gootjes p

were gpublished in that country under the
e L. eclures on the C“m roh (1980). D
sublished “De Strukiuur

lvan Blavinck’s L;e.efﬁrméa:me usg-

matiex K" in Radix 16:3 (1890} In oth
newss pertaining o ;:eu&:eiishmg, it can L.e
menti<ned that a publication commitieg,
*c mposad of the faculty along with a rep-
reserviative of the Property and Finance
Comr ..vw, wa ?cama!?y COF mm;m with
the pe-imary aim of publishing scholarly
witinggs of ii"“‘ Senate whi r”*‘a mey not be
“acﬁ(w» for a commercial publisher.

In the context of mentioning activities
auisicle the immediaie re spcre%fbiéiw of
teacty ing, it should also be noted here
hat thwuils past vear was uniqus zn the his-
ofFihe T“aeaims@dw -oliege. \Nauee
the great shortage of ministers in On-
larip, =2very tea m ing professor G«@%L%ﬁﬁ
nselior of a congregation. Becauss




Stéfi and graduates

Prof. Dr. N.H. Gooljes, Prof. Dr. C. Van Dam, Prof. J. Geertsema, Prof. Dr. J. De Jong,

Mr. W.M. Wislenga, Mr. K. Herist

the professors have been set apart for
teaching and serving the federation of
churches in general, we hope that this
unusual situation will not last too long. In-
deed, with Burlington-East’s recently re-
ceiving a minister, this state of affairs has
already improved.

The Library

Once again we would like to start by
noting with gratitude the vital work that
the Women’s Savings Action does for
the College Library. We received
$20,000 from them, that is, from all the
sisters across this large country and from
the American congregations. The money
received was spent on acquiring the
necessary tools in the form of books
and journals. Among our acquisitions of
the past year we can mention the special
purchases of a number of works of early
Jewish exegesis, many New Testament
studies in the Supplements to Novum
Testamentum series, the original text of
Melanchion’s works and the third edition
of Die Religion in Geschichte und
Gegenwart, an important German refer-
ence work.

We are also very grateful for the gifts
that come spontaneously from within
the churches. These come in the form of
books which have all been publicly ac-
knowledged in Clarion and in the form of
monetary donations which have been
prompily receipted where possible.

During this past year we were able to
continue to appreciate the much valued
labours of our Associate Librarian, Ms.
Mirian Van Til, our Library Technician,
Catherine Mechelse and our dedicated

volunieers, Mrs. Marsha Ostermeier
and Mrs. Allison Schutten. These volun-
teers freely give of their time and talents
and can be counted on to do a wide va-
riety of work in our library.

The task of reclassification and com-
puterization of our holdings continues
steadily. Because of computer technolo-
gy, we are now able to keep an accurale
account of all records more easily. Our
library now contains approximately
20,000 volumes and we currently sub-
scribe to 137 periodicals and journals.

Students and Support

As announced last year, the Faber-
Holwerda Bursary is now functioning.
Thankful use has been made of it. Since
that time, the College has received an-

other unsolicited bursary for the support
of needy students who are entering the
ministry. This bursary comes from the
Christian Disciple Fund of which the
Rev. J. Porter, a retired minister in the
United Church, is the contact person. We
officially acknowledge his presence here

tonight with gratitude.

Although the following does not be-
long to the report of the year past, it has
become clear that you who support this
College with your prayers and gifts are
interested in knowing whether new stu-
dents are entering the College. Two new
students have been officially admitted,
namely Johan Plug of our sister church
in Albany, West Australia and Joe
Poppe, of the Canadian Reformed
Church at Guelph, ON. The total num-
ber of students for this year is fwelve.

Physical Facilities

The Property and Finance Commit-
tee of the Board of Governors were also
able to continue the important work en-
trusted to them. With gratitude we can
here report that the College has received
a new furmnace, a fresh coat of paint on
window frames and doors, and a beauti-
ful new sign which is in keeping with the
beautiful facilities we may enjoy.

Conclusion

We are very thankful to the Lord our
God that during the past year the work
at the College could continue unhin-
dered. Both staff and students could
work in good health, and the governors
could quietly but effectively do their work
both in the academic and the financial
areas that have been entrusted to them.
We are unworthy of the many mercies
of our God. May He enlighten us with His
Holy Spirit and be pleased to continue
to use the College in His service.
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Text of the inaugural address given
at the Convocation of the Theological
Coilege, September 6, 1991. My thanks
to my colleague J. Gesrtsema for many
helpful suggestions and comments
which he gave fo the first draft of this
speech.

Mr. President of the Board of Gover-
nors, members of the Board of Gover-
nors, Mr. Principal and members of the
Senate, brothers and sisters, honoured
guests:

| have chosen to give my inaugural
address in the area of preaching, in the
subject called homiletics. The preaching
of the gospel represents the end-focus
and overall goal of the work at the Theo-
logical College. Homiletics brings to-
gether all the disciplines of the theologi-
cal curriculum, and is concerned with the
practical application of these disciplines
in sermon preparation.

Closely connected with the field of
homiletics is the science of hermeneu-
tics, that is, the study of the interpretation
of the Scriptures. A text must be propsr-
ly interpreted before it can be preached.
Hermeneutics deals with the rules and
methods of the interpretation of Scrip-
ture. In homiletics we are also concemed
that a text is interpreied in the correct
way. That is a basic prerequisite for an
effective sermon.

The last few decades have wit-
nessed the rise of a new approach to
Biblical interpretation which goes by the
name of “the new hermeneutic.” The fa-
ther of this school of thought is the Ger-
man theologian Rudolf Bultmann (1884~
1976), whose thought largely occupied
the theological world in the first part of
the twentieth Century. There were some
students in his own school, however,
who were dissatisfied with his approach.
They felt that It was too man-centered.
So they claimed to go back to the text,
These students, in particular G, Ebeling
{Zurich) and E. Fuchs (Marburg), are
the leaders of the new trend in Biblical in-
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terpretation. Their call {o return to the
text sounds guite promising, but if we ex-
amineg it in closer detail, we notice that it
is actually quite hollow.

Prof. Dr. J. De Jong addressing the audience

QOur purpose this evening is not to en-
gage in a lengthy description of the
thought of this school. Rather, we have
chosen o take one texd, Mark 2:1-12, and
see how it is treated in the older Bult-
mann school, in the school of the new
hermeneutic, and then how it ought to
be treated from a Reformed standpoint.
Hopefully this will help to show you the
marked differences between the modem
approaches and the Heformed approach.
Once we iake note of these differences
we will also touch on elements that we
can leamn from these new trends.

Bultmann’s approach

Rudelf Buitmann is primarily known
for the way in which he used the philos-
ophy of existentialism to interpret the
Bible. This philosophy is one which puts
man, the human self, in the center. Htis

I concermed with explaining the human sit-

vation in a dark world. It describes man’s
situation as one of anxiety and fear, and
in this situation of anxiety and fear man
must dare to make decisions concern-
ing his future, Man is overcome by the
fragility and questionableness of his ex-
istennce. Bulimann attempts to give this
philesophy a Christian colour by sug-
gesting that men can and do turn to the
Bible to find the answer to their ques-
tions, so that they can make decisions
through faith in God’s future for them.
However, the texts of the Bible are, in
Bultmann’s view, too antiquated to speak
directly and authoritatively to modern
man. The texts are the product of writ-
ers who had a primitive view of the world,
and who readily accepted the workings
of supernatural powers in their world.
Modern man, the man of science, can no
longer accept these antiquated images.
According to Bultmann, the person
schooled in modern science cannot ac-
cept the working of miracles or the im-
pact of angels and demons on the af-
fairs oof daily life. The miracle stories, and

| the stories about angels and demons are

myths belonging to a primitive view of the
world . Modern man thinks strictly in
terms of natural cause and effect. Hence
the Bible must be demythologized. That
is, to reach the message of Scripiure,
one rrwust peel away all the mythological
references and elements, and so uncov-
arthe kernel fo the text. So one treats
the Bible like a grand wedding present:
you rrrust take away the wrapping, and
hen you find the real message.
Bultmann is also not concerned
about whether anything described in the
texts really happened. The point for him
is: what does the text say with regard to
human existence? In his sermons one
invariaably comes to that point of transi-
tion revolving around the question of
anxiety. For example, in a sermon on
Acts 1 7:22-32 he says that the aliar to
the urknown God built by the Greeks

| reflec:ted the anxiety of the people at



that time. And then he makes the transi-
tion to our day when he says:

“In all this, have we been speaking

of & remoie past, which may be of in-

terest to us but which fundamentally

no longer concerns us? Or have we

beean speaking essentially of our-

selves also? (emphasis. Bultmann).!
Let us now take Mark 2:1-12, the ac-
count of the healing of the paralyzed
man, and see what Bultmann does with
this text. Bultmann says that this is an oid
miracle story which the early church
added to the message about Jesus. For
him, the miracle did not really happen.
Bultmann insists that “belief in the mira-
cle stories is not in fact the essence of
the Christian faith.” The paralyzed man
was, however, a participant in the mirac-
ulous action of God, and this story is
given to us in order {0 enable us to un-
derstand what this means today. The el-
ement about the forgiveness of sins in
the account is less essential, since it was
added later, when the church wanted to
vindicate its power of absolution. Yet in
the text we notice that there was a fun-
damental change in understanding on
the part of the paralyzed man. Jesus ad-
dressed him with regard to his basic
need, and helped him to have faith with
regard to his deepest anxieties.

One readily sees that in Bultmann the
question of the accuracy of historicity of
the account in Mark 2 is not important at
all. Everything for him hinges on the
guestion in what way the text testifies to
man being aided in his deepest anxieties.

The newer approach

The newer trend in Biblical interpre-
tation, arising in Bultmann’'s school,
forms at the same time a reaction to
Bulimann. The new interpreters’ critique
of Bultmann was that he puts man and
his concerns in the center. According to
them, it is the human self, and Bult-
mann’'s view of the self which deter-
mines his view of the text. The subject—
man—determines the object—the text
of Scripture. They also disputed Bult-
mann’s claim that one cannot really say
anything about what actually happened
or what was said by Jesus. You must al-
low for the truth and authenticity of some
of the words or actions of Jesus.

MNow this sounds attractive, and from
a Reformed point of view we might con-
sider it to be worth pursuing. For we are
in favour of a return from the person to
the text. And we also defend the his-
toricity and authenticity of the events
recorded in the texts. Yet a closer look
at this newer trend will prove to be dis-
appointing. For Bultmann’s essential
position is retained. That is this: there is
a huge cultural gap between then and

now. The text belongs to another more
primitive world. And the frame of refer-
ence in which the text is interpreted fo-
day is radically different from the one in
which the text first addressed its hearers.
You have your own world, the text has
its world. You cannot climb into the world
of the text, for that is impossible. You
cannot disband yoursell of your own pre-
conceived presuppositions when you ap-
proach the text.

How is one to approach the text? He
is not to take the events described in the
fext as genuine or real. The inspiration of
the text has, in the view of this school,
nothing to do with its historical accuracy or
reliability. The text is very much a human
text. But is shows the mark of the divine.
One can only ask one question: what
were the circumstances that led to the
words of this texi? What situation brought
about the words of this text and what sit-
uation brought them to be understood?

You will notice here a shift of em-
phasis from man’s essential anxiety to
his linguisticality; that is, there is a shift of
focus from man’s capacity to decide io
his capacity to receive and transmit
speech. The accent falis not on the es-
sential weakness and questionableness
of his existence but on his weakness and
fallenness with respect to his ability to re-
ceive and impart speech. For in this
view, man is a prisoner of his own lan-
guage. Left on his own, man’s speech is
mere talk that makes him go around in
circles, without bringing him further. It
takes a special kind of language, a spe-
cial kind of life-creating word to free
man from his own limited perspectives
and his own limited world of thought.

So in preparing 1o preach on a text
the minister must ask: what made this
text happen? What brought this text to

speech? What allowed the spoken
words to be understood? In all this, he
looks not so much to the words as he
does to the happening, the total life-
changing event which took place through
the spoken word. He must listen to the
iext so that the “speech event” which he
is investigating in the text can happen
again to him, and through him and his
sermon {0 others. The sermon must be
struciured io create the situation in which
the text can be spoken again. in the ser-
mon, the text must happen again. The
sermon is not the exposition of the text,
but the execution of the text.

You will notice that this “speech
event” refers to a very special kind of
language, that is, language which, in be-
ing understood, changes a person at the
root of his being. As an example, we can
take the language that a young man uses
when he expresses his love to his girl-
friend, or flance. When those words are
spoken in the right situation, there is a
new bonding which takes shape. Here
speaking and hearing constitute an
event; here communication happens! In
the same way, during the sermon, we
must open ourselves o the situation in
which the text happens again. Then we
are not interpreting the text, but the text
interprets us, it changes and explains
our world.

To really understand the words of a
text anew does not require being a be-
liever. Jesus spoke primarily to those
who were not believers. What it does re-
quire is a certain empathy on the part of
the subject with the words spoken. The
word spoken must appeal to the experi-
ence of the subject, his life-situation.
Empathy or a common understanding is
created when the one hearing the words
geared to his experience grasps them in
their meaning, and lets himself be car-
ried by the words to a point beyond his
own existing horizon. First there is a fu-
sion of horizons, and then the text truly
addresses him anew, in a new situation.
So the sermon must work with the basic
sphere of experience of the listener, and
create the situation in which the text can
address him in a new “speech event.”

Let us again turn to Mark 2:1-12 and
see how the new interpreters deal with
this text. For Ebeling the key to this ac-
count is not the part about the forgive-
ness of sins. For him, the miracle itself
is not the essential point either. Rather,
the key element for him is the faith of
the paralytic. Jesus saw his faith! This
man yielded himself fo a situation in
which he could understand the words of
Jesus, and identify with them. Ebeling
then compares this passage to many
others in which it is made clear that this
faith was bormn through the contact with
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Jesus, through hearing Him speak.
Jesus’ presence evokes faith. But this is
not, according to Ebeling, faith i Jesus,
but the faith of Jesus. The faith of Jesus
arises in the heart of the one who truly
hears His word. For this person hears a
message in the words of Jesus which
~ strikes him to the root of his existence.
He then voluntarily aligns himself with |
the historical Jesus. He resolves o live
the way Jesus lived, that is to deny the
self and live for others. So the paralyzed
man is judged acceptable by Jesus be-
cause he imitates Jesus’ faith. And the
account of the healing is a description of
the life-changing experience which he
shared. Jesus shares His faith with this
~man, a faith marked by His absolute
trust in God.

If we compare this position with that
~ of Bulimann we notice that there is real-
ly only a marginal shift of emphasis.
Bultmann accented the human self, and
- man’s anxiety; Ebeling accents man’s
. experience, and his listening attitude.
For Bultmann Jesus’ presence provides

the answer o the question concerning
man'’s existence; for Ebeling Jesus’ pres-
ence and speech provides the Word
which, in the act of hearing it, gives un-
derstanding and so liberates man from
a prison of meaningless words.

Evaluation

~ I we now then examine the newer

frends in Biblical interpretation, we can
only conclude that these trends do not
help us to understand the text at all. Al-
though they claim to represent a return
to the Word, they only take us a step fur-
ther away from the Word. For although
there is a new interest in the historical
Jesus because God speaks through Him,
there is no acceptance of the historicity of
the gospel accounts. And although there
is a new emphasis on the text and the
word, it is not an emphasis on the written
text, but on the word as an event which
must happen again and again. Not the
contents of the text are important, but an
existential theory concerning under-
standing predominates. And ultimately

REMEMBER YOUR CREATOR

the center of thought here still lies in hu-
man experience.

What is the impact of these trends on
preaching? The basic impact is to si-
lence the true message of the text! In
the school of Bultmann you can only say
that something happened in the pres-
ence of Jesus. But you cannot say ex-
actly what happened. In the school of
Ebeling and Fuchs you can only say
something was heard in the presence of
Jesus, but you cannot say exactly what
was heard. The end result is the same.
That something happened, or that a
word was spoken—this is all you can
say. The emphasis falls only on the fact
that someone—in this case the para-
lyzed man—was affected in the pres-
ence of Jesus. The result is a hollow
gospel, with no hope and no comfort.

'R. Bultmann, This World and the Beyond
(Marburg Sermons), E.T. Charles Scribner’s
Sons, New York, 1960, p. 12.

2lbid, p. 157, (sermon on Luke 14:16-24, June

22, 1941).

By G.Ph. van Popta

“More and More”

Were you ever stuck at a stop light in
a car you couldn’t get out of neutral? You
can rev the engine, thus making a great
deal of noise and atiracting a lot of atien-
tion, but without being able to put the car
into gear, you won't move ahead a bit.

In the same way, believers some-
times give a lot of evidence of activity
without moving forward in godliness and
holiness. They go to church, they pray be-
fore and after meals, and they might even
go to Young People’s Society. The en-
gines are being revved, there is activity
and noise, but if you look and listen care-
fully, you find out that there is no move-
ment. There is no growth in godliness.

How can this be? Is it normal to be
stuck at the same (low) level of Christian
living? Should we perhaps be thankful if
we just manage to hold on to our present
position and wait for God to perfect us
on the last day? Is it really reasonable in
this sinful world to expect to make head-

way against remaining sin in our lives?
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Is a breakthrough to a new level! of godly
living really to be expected?

To answer these questions, we can
consider a phrase which occurs 7 times
in our Heidelberg Catechism, namely,
the phrase “more and more.” You can
find it in Lord’s Days 26, 27, 30, 33, 44
(2x) and 48. In each case, this phrase
refers to growth in Christian life! There
may be and must be a steady progress
in faith and godliness. More and more
we are {0 become dead to sin and lead
a holy and blameless life (Lord’s Day
26). Through the sacrament of the Lord’s
Supper, we are to be united “more and
more” to Christ through the Holy Spirit
who lives both in Christ and in us (Lord’s
Day 27). Who may come to the Lord’s
Supper? Those who desire “more and
more” to strengthen their faith and
amend their life (Lord’s Day 30).

In the Lord’s Day about conversion
(33), we confess that the dying of the oid
nature means that “more and more” we
hate sin and flee from it. Then, in An-

swer 115, we learn that God wants the
Law preached in the Church so that we
might “more eagerly” seek forgiveness
and that we might pray for the Holy Spir-
it that He may “more and more” renew
us after God’s image. Finally, in Lord’s
Day 48 we pray: So rule us by Thy Word
and Spirit that “more and more” we sub-
mit to Thee.

Clearly, our Catechism has a very
dynamic view of the Christian life. ltis a
life in which believers make real head-
way. There is acceleration and intensifi-
cation of faith and godliness. We need
to get more excited about this great work
of renewal which God is doing inus. Ina
way, we could say that it is a real adven-
ture to be a Christian! Slowly but surely,
the Holy Spirit is reconstructing us to be
something completely new. You might
think of putting a sign on your back read-
ing “under construction.”

What is the goal of the work of the
Holy Spirit in you? It is that you become
like your Great Saviour, the Lord Jesus



o
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hrist, In Romans 8:2%, the apostle
totes that God predestined His Chureh
1o e conformed to the image of His
Son.” Christ is the new and perfect Man,
but as such, He is the first of many broth-
ars and sisters. Thare will be many more
ke Jesus Christ, indsed, a whole family
of periectly rightecus, glorifled believers.

Cf course, we will never pe like
Chirist in His divine natura, Jesus is God.
We ars man and women and so we will
remain 1o all etsmity—creatures, not
God! But vet, in Jesus Christ, we see
perfect humanity. He is the trus imags
of God. In Him, we ses righlenusness
and holiness. We see complate obadi-
ence. Wa ses humanity as God intended
it from the beginning.

Thus, when we in lalth see Jesus in
the Gospel as parfect man, we are see-
ing our own fulure! When He appears wa
shall be like Him (1 John 3:2). Bul not
only are we sesing our future, we are
also sseing our present. We are nol yet
like Jasus. Bul we are becoming like
Jesus. This is the meaning of the "more
and more” of the Catechism,

A very imporiant verse of the Bible
in this regard is found in 2 Cor. 3118,
There Paul slates thal as wa ga7e upon
Jesus through faith in the Gospel, "we
are being changed into his likeness from
one dagres of glory to another,” The
meaning is unmistakable: thers s & pro-
gressive transformation of our character
into a Christ-like shape! Littie by little, the
image of God, defaced by sin, wilt be re-
paired. Step by step, God will cause His
glory 1o shine In us. And Paul completes
the thought by saying that this carving,
chiseling, crafting work in us is done by
the Holy Spirit who is the Spirit of Christ.

This brings us o an imporiant matter,
The work of ongoing sanctification is
God's workl We can only grow in godli-
ness because God makes us grow. As
Paul prays in 1 Thess. 5:23: “May the
God of peace himself sanciify vou whol-
iv.” And sanctification is also Christ’s
work. Fe is a compiete Saviour. Notonly
does He frae us from the guilt of our sin
{lustification), but He also saves us pro-
grassively from the power and potlution
of sin {sancification). Another way o say
this is that there is not only a work of
Chyist for you (He died for vou as your
substiluia on the cross), but there is
also a work of Christ in you. Doas Christ
not dwell in us {Eph. 3:17)7 Yes, by faith
he does and He dwells there with a view
1o making us like Himsalf!

Thus, we have o consciously recog-
nize our complele dependence on God
for ongoing growth in godiiness. What re-
news us is faith in God (see Article 24 of
tha Belgic Confession). How can faith re-
new us? it can renew us because L es us

L3

2

o Josus Chrigt, in whom is a8l power for
sanctification. In curselves, we can do
nothing, In Christ, we can do svervihing,

Growth in godiiness, thergiors, rests
on growth in falth. And how doses falth
grow? The answer is: through the Word!
By rgading, siudving and mediiating on
the promiges of the Word, our faith is -

creased. The Holy Spirt works through

Dally renswal with growth in godii-
ness is the birthright of every Christlard
You only need 1o claim that promise in
prayer. God, who is faithful, who kesps
all of His promises, will work in your
heart by the Holy Spidt, to bind you to
Christ. More and mors voul will know the
nearnsss of God in 2 sanctified lifs. s
you are more Hghtly bound to Christ

.

HYMN 37:3
Led by the Holy Spirit,

18

Our flesh we crucify;
In Him shall we find freedom

As unto sin we die.
O Spirit, by Thy power

Our faithfulne

Reap Thou in

s§ Increase.
us Thy harvest

Of love and joy and peace.

the Word to bind us ever more closely io
our faithiul Saviour, Jesus Christ. There-
fore, we must becoms God's partners in
cur own sanctification by loving the
Bible. This means going to Church with a
heart that has besn prepared by prayer
to recaive the Word, it means reading
the Bible regqularly, svery day of your
lifs, Do you do that?
And growth in faith also depends on
a reguiar prayer life. God promises us
so much, For instance, in our baptism,
Gaod the Holy Spirit promizses that “He wilf
dweil in us and make us iiving members
of Chist, imparting o us what we have in
Christ, namely the cleansing from our
sing and the daiy renswal of our lives,
il we shall {inally bs presented withowt
| plemish among the assembly of God's
elect in life aternal” (Form for Baptism of
infanisy.

Do you claim thatl promise regularly
in your privale prayers? Aler all, we
also confess in Lord's Day 45 that God
will give His grace and Holy Spirit only
o those who constantly and with heart-

felt longing ask Him for these gifts!

{grafied to Him) you will also more richly
and reguiarly bear fult for God.

We can grow in godiiness, That s
God's desirs and command for us. Bul
wa can achigve this goal oniy if we shake
off our sluggish sleepiness and work In
the power of God for better things. We
have 1o put the car of our Christian life
into gear by regular Bible reading,
church atisndance and persenal prayst.

Lastly, no matier how much progress
we do make by God's grace, we will not
arrive at parfection in this life, Degpite
cur best efforls, a suvey of sach day's
labour will bring to owr fips & confession
of sin. Nothing we do will ba completely
unstained by sin! No praise will be per-
feol, no obedience fotal. As long as we
five, there will be a struggie betwsen the
flesh {our old nature} and the Spirdt. And
that makes us jong all the more for the
day of Chyist, when the slow progress of
thig iife will be suddenly surpassed by
the glorious prorotion to the life of heav-
er—with Christ, ke Christ, forever,
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The Conversation Continued

By J. Geertsema

(In the previous issue Rev. Jelle Tuininga
of Lethbridge and | continued our con-
versation. His letter to me was published
in its entirety. It has eight points. | dealt
with the first three. To make it easier for
the readers, the points 4 to 8 of colleague
Tuininga are printed here again.)

4. The same is true with the true/false
distinction. That is not quite as simple and
black and white as many Can. Ref. people
would like to make it. | would distinguish
between an unfaithful church and a false
church. | call the CRC an unfaithful church,
but | would hesitate to apply the label
“false” there immediately. One could say
that the marks of a true church are more
or less present in some church commu-
nions. No church has those marks in per-
fection, and some have lost them altogeth-
er. But it's not always easy to say when and
where a once-faithful church becomes
false. Here a quotation from a certain
James M. Wilson is helpful:

“Her (the churches) constitution, as it
lies in the Word of God, is perfect; but
defects still exist in the best churches.
And it is far from easy — is it possible?
— to prepare a minute statement of the
marks of a true church, which will ren-
der easy the task of deciding in every
case, absolutely and at once, whether a
society can be reckoned a true church
or not. And yet, every intelligent Chris-
tian admits that a church, once gen-
uine in its character, may become com-
pletely apostate. To draw the line and
say, just here it ought to be abandoned,
is not easy. The truth is, all questions
of this sort must, as they occur, be left
for decision, under the guidance of
general principles, 1...to the enlight-
ened judgment, pure hearts, and hon-
est purposes of the faithful in Christ.”

James M. Wilson

in the final analysis, of course, one must
judge each local congregation by itself. It
is possible that there are true, faithful con-
gregations within a largely apostate feder-
ation. It's ultimately the local congregation
that counts, even though we may not ab-
solve ourselves of corporate responsibility.

5. The Can. Ref. Churches must real-
ize that they are not the only option for
concerned CRC members. There are also
the Free Reformed and OCRC federa-
tions. They may legitimately claim the title
of true church too. And what about the Prot.
Ref.? Though | have some difficulties with
some of their teachings, | certainly would
not dare to classify them as false churches.
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With just goes to show again that we must
not be too quick with our labels.

6. The "details" (6 poinis) of my first let-
ter were mentioned only as examples of
something (an attitude) that is rather gen-
eral and widespread in the Can. Ref.
Churches. This kind of mentality has been
(is?) fostered among the Can. Ref. people,
also from the pulpit. | have correspon-
dence from Can. Ref. consistories where
they refuse to call us brothers, even though
they will not deny that we are Christians.
How is that possible? It is this mentality that
must be addressed. It is too easy to say
that this is not the official teaching of the
Can. Ref. Churches. That may be true.
But one runs into it time and again. A re-
cent decision of a Can. Ref. synod with re-
spect to the Rev. De Bruin did nothing to
discourage this kind of thinking. | think it is
time that a Can. Ref. Synod speaks
forthrightly on this matter of ecclesiology,
and clears up major misunderstandings. It
is a plain fact that many members (minis-
ters?) of the Can. Ref. Churches misinter-
pret Arts. 27-29 of the Belgic Confession.
For many of them the “one catholic or uni-
versal Church” of Art. 27 is identical with
the Can. Ref. federation. I've heard that
said to me more than once. Surely a mis-
interpretation of such major proportions
ought to be addressed and cleared up
once for all. The sooner the better. In this
connection | would like to urge the reading
of Dr. Faber's book on the church, and
also two excellent books by the late Prof.
C. Veenhof: Om Kerk Te Blijven and Volk
Van God. The reading of these books
among Can. Ref. people could be a great
blessing. It is a fact that the disciples have
often gone much beyond the master
(Schilder) in their thinking about the church.

The above explains what | meant by
“coming half way." I did not mean to imply
any compromise at all. | only mean that
some issues must be dealt with and
cleared up.

7. With respect to a member leaving a
Can. Ref. congregation for another (non-
Can. Ref.), it is one thing to say: He (she)
has left the church of Christ at this place.
But to say he (she) has left the church of
Christ is altogether something else. That
means the person is no longer a Christian,
no longer a member of the body of Christ.
Do you dare to say that? | certainly don't.

8. Finally, | think Geertsema's refer-
ence to Rev. 18:4 is illegitimate. That refers
to Babylon, the city of this world, not to the
church = cf. further Isa. 52:11; Jer. 50:8;
51:6,9,45.

J. Tuininga

Response

Ad 4) Rev. Tuininga stressed in the
previous point that we have to apply to
the chiurch too what we confess about
believers: no one is perfect and even
the most holy ones have only a small
beginning of the new obedience (cf.
Lord’s Day 44). In the present point my
colleague says that we have to keep
this confession in mind also with respect
tothe application of the confessional dis-
tinctior between true and false church.
Rev. Tuininga wants to distinguish be-
tween an unfaithful and a false church;
and underlines his argument with “a
quotation from a certain James M. Wil-
son.” And here also he speaks of a
“‘more or less.”

First of all, | agree with Tuininga that
atrue church can become false, and that
where once faithfulness was found un-
faithful ness took its place. However, the
application of the reality of a general
sinfulrress of people and the “more or
less” rotion employed for the terms
“true” aand “false” undermine the simple
and straightforward manner of speaking
ofour confession. It says, “We believe (1)
that we ought to discern diligently and
very carefully from the Word of God what
isthe €rue Church, for all sects which
arein the world today claim for them-
selves the name of Church” (Art. 29
B.C).

This “we believe” means: we learn
from Gieod’s Word and speak according to
it. Therefore, for the distinction “true” and
“false” we have to go to God’s Word.
Now th € point is that we do not find a di-
rectlinbk<ing of the terms “true” and “false”
with tFee word “church” in Scripture.
These terms do occur in both the Old
andthe New Testament in connection
with prophecy. In Jer. 5:31, Ezek. 13:19,
we rea«d about prophets who prophesy
falsely . In Matt. 24:24 Christ warns
against “false Christs and false
prophedis.” Peter also writes about “false
prophe-ts” in Israel and “false teachers”
whowil | arise in the church (2 Pet. 2:1).

Theese are only a few examples.
Howewvrer, from here we can see the
meaniry g of the terms “true” and “false.” A



false teaching is a teaching which ob-
iectively deviates from the true prophecy.
S0, a true church teaches what God’s
Word teaches, while a false church
teaches what is in conflict with that Word
of God. We do not speak here about a
weakness in teaching, but about a de-
tefmined, maintained teaching that devi-
ates from the Scriptures. Our confes-
sion circumscribes this false church as
a church which “assigns more authority
to itself and its ordinances than to the
Word of God. It does not want to submit
to the yoke of Christ.”

Herewith we do not deny thatina
false church there can still be found rem-
nants of the church. | may refer the read-
er here to Calvin's Institutes book 1V,2,4.
When we, therefore, speak of a false
church as a church which deviates from
God's Word and maintains such devia-
tions, this does not mean that we deny
that there can still be many true believ-
ers in such a church. Calvin speaks here
of a calling for such believers to leave
the false church and join the true church
(Institutes, 1V,2,10). We confess the
same in Art. 28 B.C., saying that believ-
ers ought not to withdraw from the church
of Christ or be content to be by them-
selves, but that they are obliged “to join
it and unite with it, maintaining the unity of
the Church.”

These words imply the recognition
that there are true believers who belong
fo the church of Christ but are not united
with her and, in that way, do not maintain
the unity of the church. However, we
must not just reckon with the fact that
many believers may be members of a
false church. We must also reckon with
the intense seriousness of the fact that a
false church with its teachings that devi-
ate from the Word of God leads many,
many people away from the Lord and
His Word.

Therefore, we must not weaken our
confessional language by speaking of a
“more or less” or by pointing to a gener-
al sinfulness that cleaves o allof us. if a
person steals, he is plainly a thief and not
more or less a thief. If a church, in its pro-
nouncements and decisions, deviates
from God’s Word and teaches such de-
viations, and if that church refuses to lis-
ten to those who admonish it for its devi-
ation but maintains its “false teaching,”
such a church teaches a lie, which Scrip-
ture calls falsehood.

Tuininga remarks that it is “ultimate-
ly the local congregation that counts,
aven though we may not absolve our-
selves of corporate responsibility.” In my
first response | have stated that it is pos-

sible, indeed, that there can be a local
church that holds on to God’'s Word and
fights for the truth in the midst of a fed-
eration that deviates. Howsever, in line
with what is said above, the point is, if
such a congregation stays in a deviating
federation, is such a local church obedi-
eni to the Word of Christ and in‘agree-
ment with the Reformed confession
when it stays where it is? Is such a con-
gregation obedient when it stays in a
church fellowship where both truth and
lies, false prophecy, is propagated and
where lie and truth exist side by side, of-
ficially? Such cannot be called obedi-
ence. That is the point.

Ad 5) Rev. Tuininga tells us that we
“must realize that {we] are not the only
option for concerned CRC members.”
Dear brother Tuininga, do vou so litile
understand us? Is church unity a matier
of options? Unity of all true believers,
and therefore also of truly faithful Re-
formed churches, is for us not a matter of
options, but a matier of cbedience to the
church-gathering Christ. If it was a mat-
ter of options, of choice, it would be a lot
easier {o act as the Free Reformed do:
just try hard to maintain our own special
character (whatever that may be) and
accept for practical reasons the plurifor-
mity of the church. Then, for our own
nice and undisturbed life, continue to
exist beside each other until the Lord
comes back. Obeying Christ in seeking
unity as we confess is much harder, but
not an option.

Ad 8) The “details” were examples
of our refusal to call others brothers.
You want us 1o address this mentality.
However, there is another side to this
point. [t is the easiness with which, in all
kinds of churches, practically everybody
is called brother. And the question of the
unity of the church around the same
table and in the same federation is ig-
nored. Why should we not address that
mentality at the same time? Who in the
Roman Catholic church is my brother?
The pope? Someone who is truly a be-
liever there and rejects the Roman false
teachings? But | know no one. Is he my
brother who persists in rejecting God’s
Word on a number of points and who
thus lives in disobedience? Christ said
(Luke 8:21) “My mother and my broth-
ers are those who hear the Word of God
and do it.” It appears that Christ exclud-
ed those who disobeyed His call and
teaching. Is not the easiness with which
this word "brother” is used part of a false
ecumenism in which the norms of God’s
Word are ignored and rejected?

if for me the “one holy catholic or
universal Church” of Art. 27 B.C. is found
in the Canadian Reformed Churches, is
this wrong? You describe our view a one
of a restrictive identity. | reject such a re-
strictive identity. And as far as | know, we
as churches do. If | say: Johin is the bak-

~er, this is a characterization. Hdoes not

mean that John is the absolute only bak-
er. if | say: the Canadian Reformed
Churches are that one catholic or univer-
sal church, this does not mean that this
one catholic and universal church of
Christ does not exist anywhere else, as
per restrictive definition. No, it is meant
as a characterization. We believe to be
the “one catholic or universal church.” Or
would you say that there are two or three
or more different “catholic or universal”
churches of Christ? | was not awars of it.

I hope that here we do clear things
up. In the early fifties, our people fried to
find this very same catholic or universal
church in the CRC. However, the CRC
did not want to be that church for us. We
could be members of the CRC, but we
had to keep our mouth shut about the
un-catholic and un-apostolic and un-
scriptural decisions in Holland, in 1944,
We were welcome as members of the
CRC if we were willing to swallow via
the CRC in North America what we had
rejected as in conflict with Scripture and
confession in the Netherlands. For via
the CRC we would be compelied o be
one with the synodical Reformed
Churches which had denied that char-
acter of the church as catholic or univer-
sal. Such a compulsory unity via the
back door with a church that had shown
itself false in its pronouncermnents and ac-
tions was correctly considered disobedi-
ence to the Lord of the church. Sorry,
brother Tuininga, but un-catholic be-
haviour was not on our side. And the
consequences of this un-catholic be-
haviour you are confronted with today.

Ad 7) This issue was one in the con-
text of discipline. | would rather not dis-
cuss this further. Does it really matter if |
perhaps would have given a different for-
mulation?

Ad B) We deal here with an exegeti-
cal peint. Rev. 18:4 says, “Come out of
her my people, lest you take part in her
sins, lest you share in her plagues, for
her sins are heaped high as heaven, and
God has remembered her iniquities.”
This “her” refers to Babylon, the great
city, which is presented as the great har-
lot in the chapters 17 and 18. There are
two different explanations. The one says
that harlot Babylon is “the city of the
world.” This interpretation is based on
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Classis Ontario Bouth, Atlercliffs,
September 11 and 12, 1981

Art 1. Opening.

On behaif of the co ﬂg ,umh
at Ancaster, br. W, mm(;f’%&”’ ca
mesting to order and opens tin a
er Christlan manner. Everyone is w&
comed, also various guests. A special
Weimme is extended to Rev. T, %"m*”

sen (of Brantford, ON} who is present
f:n" his g}fﬂpafaiuy examingtion, Also
walcomed are Hav. M. Poliock and Mr.
Diavid Stephens of Denver who are pres-
ent as obsevers.

1 2. Credentials.

The credentials are checked by the
convening church and are found to be in
good order. All churches are lawfully rep-
resented; the church at Blue Ball by only
one dalegate. Classis is constituled.
Moderamen: Bev. B.R. Mofford {chalr-
man}, Rev L Stam {vice-chalnan),
Hev. D.G.) Agema (clerk).

The chalrman mentions some mem-
orabilia: the eswpectsd arrival of Rev. G.A
S"ai;} and farmily, the call exdended o Fav.

Jd. de Geider by the church at Smithvilie,
nd the retum Cf Rev. W. Boessankool to
South Africa. The vacant churchas
duly remembered and sncouraged.

At 3

VN

£ gy
Blre

Agenrf:t

ated provisiona! agenda is
Ar appeal from wo mem-
] v‘mrf M cﬁumn and a leiter
Wﬁ"f&(i o oo
ne agenda.

noer-

a is m:wpt@:i

o thal there are instructions
; ’k;r:::h s at Blue Bell, Lincoln,
Rockway and Grand Fapi C&a

it is decided that P@/ Psi’*
and glder B, bm;,&*@m {of the “Ch

5 urxu:e:m m ‘Tée,z\.waz,

.o

Examinail

The report from the ¢ G

¢ appointed by the June 1
{c ..uz@‘ému of Rev. D.GJ As;
Faber and Br. W. Bartels) re: zn
nation of Rev. T. Hoo g%t?@p formerd
tha Christian Reformed Church aiE’; rant-
ford, is *@ce:va—cs and read. A letter from
Hev. Hoogsteen regarding a point in the
report is read and noted. It is decided
upon recommandation of this commities
that the gsemfa*my examination can
take place. The commities is thanked
for its work.

Art. 4. Report Commiflee re

Al 5 ﬁrﬂpam?u} Exarnination
Ff@v . ngsfe@s“,
The official docurments perfaining o

tha ?xamwa ion are neted, Al reguired

The examina-

ocuments are present
tion can proceed,

Fev. Hoogsteen pr %emm a sermaon
nroposal on 1 Peter 1:22-2:3, in closed
session Classis discusm G ”‘z% proposal

it is decidad that the ax
continue. Rav. Hoo sa&m
this desision.

Fev. J. van Rigischolen examines in
the exegesis of the Old Testament {1
Kings 19'25«‘“‘3}

Re B.R. Hofford examines in the
exsgesis of the New Testamsnt (Ro-
mans 14},

mo’ﬁun may
is informed of

i Siam sxamines in the dog-
and confassions of the church.

in closed seasion the examinaiion is
{iscussed and eval ua?ed Classis de-
cides o declare Rev. T. Hoogsteen eligi-
ble for call in the Canadian/American Re-
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formed Chur and, sesing his
ordination in tﬁ ’im ministry, to grant ":Wa
the right to proclaim the Word 0
administer the sacraments fo
od of one vear.
Rev. Hoogsteen
decision and congratulat

the m:

is informed of this
ih it. Bev.

} ";c‘gfai en indicates his acceptance of -

"“iﬁ?a Forms of Unity. He thanks
sis for the manner in which he was

rec &‘s%c‘a Classis sings Psalm 148:2, 3

r which Rev. J. van Rmt%iﬂtén
eads in thanksgiving and prayer. v';:mass
recsives the opportunity {o congratu
Rev. and Mrs. T. Hoogsteen.

Address Rev. T. Hoogsteen:

& Hidden Court,

Braniford, ON N3R 8P4
Telephone (519) ”?A, 8707

Art 8. Question Period ad Art. 44

C.o.

All the churches
guired guestions.

The churches at Chatham and Lin-
coln ask advice in matiers of discipline.
Advice is given.

The church at Lincoln asks whe’rhea‘
ne coilloguium of Rev. G.A. Snip, sconto

are asked the re-

arrive in Beamsvilie, can lake paa;(\, ata

lassis contracta. Classis decides that a
%E quium is too important for a classis
niracta. Classis advises the church at
r‘a n that they may reguest that the
next Classis be convened earfier, if nec-
essary {as per reguiations 3b).
The church at Rockway asks advice
in a matier of discipline. Advice is a;;s‘v@ﬁ
The church at Rockway alse has an in-

- Q

the request of the “Christ
formed
to the federation of Canadian Reformed
Churches because the churches have
not had time to study this request. T
instruction is not followed.

Art. 7. Request “Christ American
Reformed Church” at Denver.

A request from the “Chiist American
Reformed Church” at Denver, Colorado
{USA) is read. This church seeks io be
affiliatad with the Canadian Reformed
Churches and asks the help of Classis
concerning the manner in which this
must be done,

Since the church at Grand Rap
as church for the "Ministry at Large
iect and address church for the USA, has

3

wraﬁcn a letter with exiensive documen-
tation in suppori of this request, Classis
declares this request to be admissible.

Tf”;m Iswmm :ﬁ@mmar‘ 'E”»max“:ﬁﬁ

;“

@‘«? :;wd agm.ms a com-

e

struction asking Classis not to deal with ‘
e Amez‘ac,),»mfaet | Christ American Reformed Church at
Chureh” at Denver to be admitted |

1. To visit the Christ American

regarding the
this ,':,QU%:SL

Art. 11 Qaﬁpm’tv

z“ifi"v?*h*“mww‘"zw re g

f{)jm"’)'ii;;:&if%% iy et s: a) the u
COMmy en ‘v&,j hrﬂa(‘\ ) are POf

ajszigx :om sulf | with a QM‘G‘W&‘ re. mf
o . ne B 1992. Classis ﬁaczde oun
the Deputies for contact with 1 n g I
dox Presbvierian Chureh. it $1 St Cormm
OX Frestyterian Lhur , hurch at Anc d%’i"‘f eg sorts o
~ 2. To consuilt with the sister (fh Ire : e -
osin C ssis Alberta/Manitoba re nd-for-Neesdy Church Th,
esintoassis /10e ‘“‘”,w’?‘ ova reg hurches at Laurel MD and Blu @ Bell PA
the proper geographical processin requested support for 1992. The
1

this request.
3. To report to the church
weeks before the March 1992 Ci:
w‘:{hm! is
1. Since the Orthodox Presbyterian
Lhu;ch is implicated in the requsst of the
Christ American Reformed Church, the
Deputies for Contact with the OPC
smuﬁ be contacted
2. Singce the churn
“‘“{},:;a nave regular

=3

Si
s

as
assi

ﬁ 88 in Alberia/Man-
cont =:vuh the OPC

Presbytery G%‘ the Z}akm*as:: h ch the
u@zﬂw-\i area belongs), *h s ould be
contacied with respect {0 w,gic h Classis

hould receive the Christ American Re-

formed Church.

Art. 8 Adjournment and reopening.

Pt

Due to the late hour, Classis
journed until the next day, September
al 9:30 a.m

On ?Mrsday, September 12, at the
set fime, Rev. B.R. Hofford calls the
nee’tiﬁg o order and opens i §ﬂ a prop-
er fashion. Foll call shows that all the
churches are lawfully represen te{ﬁ, so0me
by alternates.

Art. 8 Address Rev. M. Poliock.

The chairman, Rev. B.R. Hofford,
gives the Rev. M. Pollock, pastor of the

is ad-
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Denver, the opportunity to speak a few
words 1o Classis. Rev. Poliock confirms
the desire and determination of his con-
gregation to pursue affiliation with the
Canadian Beformed Churches in the
way decided by the churches. He thanks
the brothers for their fellowship and ex-
presses his anticipation of receiving the
commities appointed by Classis.
in response, the chairman offers

words of hope and ef‘%amsragmmmf e
the office-bearers and members of the
L;Mi‘«a Amerscart Reformed Church at

two members of the
against actions of ths
“hm’ﬁﬁ at Watford is

consistory
read,

This at g,:} al is declared admissible,
The k i «*r‘h di W‘ *fﬁrd re-
garding thi
Ciawsb s ap se
The app f“!mss
cide appeal

| ﬂn&@gbﬂ”é}ﬁt for 1992 is set at $26.00

| that the books of th
! Fund for Needy C ot

per communicani member. i is noted
e Cormmnities for the
rﬂ?xm has been au-

dited for the period of January 1890-

| May 1991.

| Art. 12 Appoinimsnts.
a) regarding the next Classis: con-

| vening churc % Attercliffe; hosting church,

Hamilton; date, December 11, 1981, pro-
posed moderarmen, Rev. K ,A Kok (chair-
man), Rev. D.G.J. Agema {vice-chair-
man), Rev. B.R. Hofford (clerk).

b) delegates for Regiona
November 13, 1881

ministers: Rev. D.G.J. Agema, Rev.
B.R. Hofford, Rev. KA Kok and Rev. J.
van Rietschoien (alternate: Rev. D,
Moes}.

giders: K. Linde, J. Dosterhoff, W
Smouter and A. Witten {(aliernates: ﬂ.
van Pijkeren, M. Hofsink, C. van Andel
and ”\;”. vanden Bos, inthat order).

¢} commitiee for contact with the

hrist American Reformed Church at
Denver. Hev. B.R, Hofford and Rev. J.
van Rietschoten,
Art. 13 Personal Question Period,

A question is asked re: the time span
required before a second call can be ex-
tended to a minister. Classis advises that
no particular period of time has been sal.

A guestion is asked re: the ¢l a%mg

date for matters for the agenda of Clas
si?s. The existing rule is maintained.

A Qu%S fﬁn is ﬁikéd about ‘ih use of

i Synod,

M

& asasxefed mdz ihfs ;Lmd does raﬁ.x faii -
der the jurisdiction of Clas

ssis.

z:c* and adopt ed‘ “m::‘:
ead and approv
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Dear Busy Beavers,

-, 93,

How do you like Busy Beaver Ruby Knol's*®

By g
e s

The big grin shows that
And no wonder!
She's got sunshine, apples, flowers and grass
Mo wonder she looks happy — and thanikful.
Now, ¢l ea:e muf eyves and put yourseifin the piciure.
What would you put around yourself?
What are you thankful for?
Of course, at Thanksgiving we are
d things
gardens.
But we xgwe thanks, loo, for &d
ry day again.
*‘*wap,;y Thanksgiving,” Busy Beavers.
“lLets be thank“m avery day.”
Mow, look at Ruby’s Pictus Mgrza and

he girl

/ the blessings the Lord

sgiving” pic-
is pretty happy, don’t you think?

all around her!

thankful for the harvest—the
the Lord made o grow in the fields, the orchards, and

gives us

pul yourseffin the picturs!

4
i

A

o

s

i

444

Ogve __ tothelord, forHeis |
for His love for ever, Ps. 136:1

Ps. 11111

We give thanks to Thee, O God; we giv

we _________on Thy name and recount m« won-
drous___

His with

Enter His gates with____ ., and His couris
with__ VT Givethanksto Him, _____ His
Mame! Ps, 100:4

Sing to the Lord with » make o

upon the Eyra% Ps. 147:7

hem thank the

fwill offerio hee the

- 4
n the

FOR YOU TO COLOUR
Patches the Scarecrow
from Busy Bexaver Erica Hopman




# POEM

Autumn Leaves

Fell of their Trees

Now we have to rake

'm glad they're not snowflakes
i like to jump in a pile

How is your pet bird doing, Erica Hopman? Thank you for
your picture. Keep up the good work, Erica. Bye for now.

Thank you for the puzzles, John Witten. | see you have
been very busy. So what are you and your friends doing at
recess, John?

'm glad you like your new home, Ruby Knol. Is your new
barn all finished? Are your grandparents still visiting? Thank
you for all the “goodies” you sent to share with the Busy

That's heaped about a mile!

Busy Beaver Alison Veenendaal

FROM THE MAILBOX

Welcome to the Busy Beaver Club, Jason
Vandeburgt. We are happy to have you join us.
And | see you are a real Busy Beaver already
sharing your picture. So did you get to do lots
of haying this year, Jason?

i see you had a great summer, Peter Van-
derzwaag. Do you have friends close by for after school fun?
And have you read any good books lately?

Hello, Jaclyn DeHaas. It was good to hear from you again.
How was your summer? You were glad to see your school
friends again, Jaclyn?

Thank you for the puzzle, Esther Hordyk. | think the Busy
Beavers will enjoy doing it. Keep up the good work!

| see you have been very busy, Tesha Hopman. | know the
Busy Beavers will enjoy your puzzles. How do you feel about
being back in school, Tesha? Write back soon!

Beavers, Ruby.

Hello, Diana Flokstra. | see you are a good puzzler and a
neat letter writer! Keep up the good work! Bye for now, Diana.

That was an excellent idea you had, David Burger. And
you put lots of work into it! Good for you. Pretty soon we'll get
the Busy Beavers fo fry it, too, all right?

Yes, | believe you had a good holiday, Afison Veenen-
daalt You sure did a lot of traveling and saw lots of family!
And | see you were busy puzzling. Thank you for the poem, Al-
lison. Keep up the good work!

i think the Busy Beavers will enjoy your picture, David
Aikema. Congratulations on your reading club prize! | think
you have a great idea for more puppeis! 'm curious 1o hear
how you are coming along!

Hello, Lisa Burger. it was good to hear from you again.
Thank you for your picture. Thank you, foo, for the puzzie. |
think the Busy Beavers will enjoy itl Write again soon, Lisa.

Thank you for a big letter, Vickie Aikema. | see you have
been very busy! Good for you! Keep up the good work. Bye for
now, Vickie.

And “bye” for now to you all, Busy Beavers.
Love,
Aunt Betty
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With joy and thankfulness to the
Lord our Saviour, we may an-
nounce the birth of our first child,
a son

STEPHEN ALBERT

Born August 30, 1991
Everett and Lynne Dedong
(nee Vanderwoude)

293 West 2nd Street
Hamilton, ON L8C 3G8

We thank the Lord who has
blessed our family with the birth of
a son and brother

GARRET JOE

Gerry and Marry van Dik

Tera, Linnet, Marla,
Jolene, Shelley

September 19, 1991

Box 823
Carman, MB R0OG 0J0

Lo sons are a heritage from the
Lonp. Psalm 127:3a
With praise to the Lord who made

all things well, we announce the
birth of

ALLAN JAMES

Little brother for William, Rebec-
ca, Shawna,
Jessica.
Alan and Debbie Bethlehem
{nee Buist)
RR 1
Dunnvilie, ON N1A 2W1
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The Lord has richly blessed us
with another son. We joyfully an-
nounce the birth of

PETER ALEX

on August 9, 1981,
A brother for David, Theodore,
Alian, William,
Alisa, Celia,
Edward and lrene
Bill and Grietje Gortemaker

Box 35, Group 608, SS 6
Winnipeg MB R2C 273

L

With thankfulness to our heaven-
ly Father for His precious gift we
announce the birth of our first
child, a daughter

MELISSA DANIELLE

Born September 19, 1991
Gerald and Wendy Oosterhoff

RR 8
Dunnville, ON N1A2W5
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Love bears all things, fove hopes
all things, love endures all things,

love never fails. 4 corinthians 13
With thanks to our faithful Father,
we wish to announce our en-
gagement.
WILMA HUTTEMA
and
WALTER TOGERETZ

September 17, 1991

5388 Blackburn Road
Sardis BC V2R 1B3
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