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DITORIAL

By J. Geerisema

In a conversation one can often hear these two words: |
think. .., followed by what the speaker thinks. Perhaps every
one of us has used these words, at home, at work, and at meet-
ings, for instance at society meetings where God’s Word and
the confession of the church are studied and where issues of
our modern life and world are discussed. There are so many
matters in life about which we think and talk, and which we
discuss. To mention a few, there are the maiters of abortion and
suthanasia and the manner in which to fight them, there is the
matter of family planning or having children and when and how
many, the matter of women’s rights and what this means for the
church, the matier of the Sunday as day of rest in connection
with the modern secular trend to do away with any Christian
distinction between the first day of the week as Day of the Lord,
as day of rest and worship, “and so on and so forth”” as one
of our former neighbours used 1o say and perhaps still says.
Talking about these and other issues we place opinion beside
or over against opinion. “I think . . .”, yes, "And” or “But |
think. . ..”

It is not my intention fo deal here with such issues. What
{ ask your attention for is the use of this expression I think”
in our discussions and conversations. As with many things, also
here we can distinguish two aspects. We can see a positive
side and a negative one. When, in a discussion at our society
meetings or at other oceasions, a person comes forward and,
adding his share 1o the conversation, begins with these words
“{ think”’, this can point 1o humbleness. He can mean to say
with this introduction: | give my opinion. | do not want to claim
that this is the absolute truth. | do not want to say that | know
it all. | present only what is my view on this matter. Who am |
that | could say: “This is it!”? it is possible that | overlook certain
aspects, or that | see or interpret things wrongly. Thus the
words “‘1 think’’ can show caution and carefulness.

| think that when we look at these words from this angle,
we can appreciate this manner of expressing oneseif. We do
not like people who present themselves as persons who always
know it all. Such an attitude irritates and leaves the impression
of arrogance and misplaced pride and lack of humbleness. it
easily turns us off and away, especially when it is clear that
such a person overlooks aspects and is restricted and short-
sighted in his views and therefore wrong in what he says. Thus,
when “] think” displays a modest, humble attitude, it deserves
our praise.

On the other hand, the expression can aiso display a neg-
ative side. Again, this depends on the manner and the situation
in which the words are used. A few examples may illustrate this.
At a Young People’s Meeting a Scripture passage is discussed
which causes some difficulties. One comes with a certain possi-
bie solution based on the context or on other Scripture pas-
sages, comparing Scripture with Scripture, and cautiously com-
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ing with his solution. Someocne eise who did not do much study-
ing, if at all, adds his opinion 10 the discussion: “Ithink . .. ,"”
while he does not come with grounds from Scripture for his ex-
planation. At a Bible Study Society or Young Couples Study
Club the matier of having children is discussed. One person,
still thinking in the old ways, says that healthy Christian parents
should not restrict the number of their children to one or fwo,
as is so common in our modern world, because Christian par-
enis, living by God’s Word, know that in God’s covenant chil-
dren are a gift and blessing from Sion, a blessing in the Lord
Jesus Christ, children received for Christ (c¢f. e.g. Psalm 127,
128, 1 Timothy 2:15). Then someone else responds with his or
her, “But | think,"” and bases this opinion on human needs and
the situation of an overcrowded world or economic conditions,
or even on the feeling that having children can be so bother-
some. There is an elder who visits a young man and admon-
ishes him because he and his girlfriend are living iogether. He
shows from Scripture that the Lord does not want it this way.
The response is: “That is your opinion. | am entitled to have my
own. | think. . . ."” Another elder admonishes certain members
of the congregation because they regularly worship with other
Christians outside their own congregation and federation of
churches and see nothing wrong with this since, according fo
them, this belongs to our Christian freedom, and because the
others are such sincere and loving Christian people. Again the
response is: it is your opinion that this is wrong. We think dif-
ferently. We think . . ",

| am aware of the fact that my exampies are chosen in a
specific, negative way. However, these examples are chosen
from the practice of the pastoral work and reflect reality. Is it not
s0 that in meetings of Young People Societies opinion easily
is placed over against opinion, not backed up by thorough study
done before the meeting? Do we not often do the same in our
conversations and visits? Don't we, when a question comes up,
quickly come with our ready opinions? The one thinks this, the
other that, Is it not easily just a matier of opinions without a solid
basis in Scripture? And do vou, reader, not agree that this way
of speaking and discussing can easily become a trend and an
atiitude? When we discuss things, do we go to the Word of God
to try to find out what God has revealed in connection with the
matters under discussion and with all our questions concerning
our life. Don’t we easily form our opinion, influenced, perhaps
even without our being aware of it, by the world around us, by,
50 to speak, what is in the air, by what everybody else thinks,
without knowing what God’s Word says, or even without being
aware that God's Word could have something to say on this or
that point? Let us also be aware of it that as (sincere) Christians
we can form opinions and views which are based more on what
we and our peers, our Christian environment, think than on
Scripture. If remains possible as well that we think that we base



1 Beripture, whil »9», in fact, we do so on faully in-
Among uﬂragfm oo, we find differences of
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What must therefore be our ;}:m«' inle? What shoul ;‘; we al-
ways strive for? This, that we at all times ask, with all the ques-
tions of life, what doss our God think about thig? W’%’zﬁ% ,«g, 88 Hf::
say about what | think | need or want or should do? How doss
He want me to think about the issues of life? How *aaf«w; He see
my needs and wanis? What does iw mi. me o do? in :«:mr?
what does He say in His Word? Mot what | think, not g'm,cz o,
bt what He %*s"“ reveaied as His wisdom for our life, is the *hwg
that **ma{";%: and should count, always under all clreumstances.,

The apostie Paul wiote to the Roman Christians {m 2y,
"o not be conformad o this worla but b”i ansformed by the
renewal of your mind, that you may p whie zas the will of

God, what is good and %Cmmabiﬂ and ;) rigct.’” The renewal
fﬂw rm, z(j is the renewal of our thinking, and so our speaking

God’s wisdom in Christ crucified over against the
of the world, and prociaiming that this true wisdom of

wisdom o
Giod in Christ for (dail 3(} life is revealed by God through the Spirit

of God in the wwcﬁ of Christ as Saviour, the apostie concludes
Cw%mhza% 2 with the words {vs.18) “We have the mind of

Christ.” Again, the mind means the thinking. A renewed mind
comes from the Holy Spirit. The unspiritual man does not grasp

the f;mm of the Spirll, but “the Spiritual man judges all ?hu-w
fcorrect! ‘”ifwﬂfinzirziam 2:148). The unspiritual man thinks
and acis ae:r“«'“rdﬂg to human opit unﬁ the 5;:;” -guided person

’e»‘@f" m,f*mk‘v%e”{;w@ of the Bpirlt, the Scriptures, and is given a cor-
rec iudgm about the questions and issues in life. That is
ad's cove mi promise in Christ, iewemd, heliavers wi‘m ms::’
when thay) five by God's Wmﬁ and un:x’wﬂaﬁa it o
through ths dlumination of the Spirlt, have the mind, ix 2 think
ing, wisdom, of God in which C?ﬁﬁw‘ is wmrah Christ thmu’ h
whom God made the universs and worked regemption from sin
So et it be{come more and more) our second if&Y"EWﬁ{f}
nature always o ask what God’s opinion s, revealed in His
Word, and as confessed in principle and summary inthe &
dards of our Taith. This will mean a cordinuing study of Scrip-
ture and confession. it will mean a constant steadfast prayer-
ful reading of Seripture with our whole and undivided heart and
mind. It will also mean a co 1sistent denying of ourselves in o
submissive commitment 1o mzr heavenly Lord. Buch a m%b%»r
“not my wilh mz‘,”thm not my opinion buf Thine” is only possi-
':z%w through a living ?zm in Christ, a living ¢ e:mmwwn with Him
hrough the Holy Spirit. Such a continuing re m:awa is gift and
w} kof God's 3K§eul Paul wriles to the i,s stian believers in
Corinth and in all ages that God "is the ﬁmrwm of your fife in
Christ Jesus, whom God made our wisdom, our righieousnegs
and sanctification and redermption” (1 Corinthians 1:30). The
fear of the Lord is still the beginning of wisdom.

So, having (the promise of) the mind of Christ, et us think
the thinking of the Scriptures, the thinking of God and His
Christ

Mot ] think’
humbleness.
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Pointing o the suffering and m;u%i &
in thie world, oritics dispule the cradibility
of the Gospe! in our own sociely. in arti-
ies 1 10 4 we have submitied a brief reply
to this critique. In this article (8) we wish
o address the “why?-question as seen
iri the light of a Christian reflection on is-
sues of faith, and in wbmm%*m to the b
guidance of the Hol y Spirit counseling
God’s children. We shall see *m these
children, also in thair suffering, may ¢x-
perience God's nearness. Whosver hume-
bles himself under the ‘s”aa “7" of God, will
be uplifted by that selfsame hand. God’s
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children do not only unmum_,z wrath and
punishment, but the Spirit also grants
them sanctification.
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thought can be spent on thi

us a (:ﬁ. é—«'m” frczm i itisa cmmmrimg ob-

tor & convenient answer (o the

human existence. The ills of adversity (for | guestion. During the process of our in-
Instance, suffering because of disaster

w,»,.wg%, m;wﬂ«:@ and ‘ﬂ(‘&fﬁﬁ&d; strike
and the righteous. This
ang matter for psaimists, for
those who pray, for Job and the author of

ers, | vestigation we gave some altention fo the
notion of Kushner. He sends us home
with the message that God does want the
best for all r;f‘m;‘ paopie but He, unfor-
tunately, can't bring this about (as y@ﬂ
We refused to accept his conclusi
5 it is nonsense before the God wm m«
w—‘raiad Himself in His Son.
\nother ides might be pres

sited as

Goh, rules aver both good and evil; whai-
ever is good is destined for His children,
and the bad for His enemiss,

This, too, would be a convenient re-
cipe, but it is plainly inc fsrf%f’*h When the
Scripture tells us mm all thi ““xgs Work

h
issue, and

g ancther’s opinion about
it. Mot that this question normally worrles

W

end aai m&nm "“m’ ?32 assoming forth in ""manh%z for g az; o them that love God”’
creatures, But misforiung | (Romans 8:28 K.V, i does not mean

s blows daily, and this hard fact | that “all *%-,ﬂqa”i ve, thereby, suddenty

tests our faith that wishes lo con- | become “good thing We can't look

fess the providence of God o the honour | at soo ea-_g,: and 0 ur own lives by making
of His glory and to the comfort of man. | 2 simplistic division like that — no mat-
Thus we can understand the desire 2@9’ howi clear and s systematic evarything
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ce of man is apparently less clear-
1 the formuias which the heart of
onging for. The Holy Spint who s
”’Nw iy all truth, saches us

axistEng
out b
4]
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o the suffaring in this wnw
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h m&;; of
repmmnzma suffering as an incidental
happening of to conceive of it placemeal
ard thus give i an Ind "4!(’"&.!:15&3% i
acter.’
In cther words: in pondst

ring the diffi-
oull guestions on human suffering, we
have 16 consider sincerely our own faith
mgard%’m m‘ig; nat :’fm and affilizted mat
ters ag: remalning weakness and how it
affacts t?\s*aﬁ@ ff?;s ’'s childr ren. Me raler
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1o Canons of Dort 1, 1 WV, 2.5; V, 1.7 (of.
also Aricls 15 %@Egas Confessio n)

The children of God belong 1o the
world of mankind. They ars and re rra n
Adary's offspring. The csll of the devil
o fail away from God still t(y ‘9,«% a e
sponsive chord in thelr hearts and lives,
They are borm as children of God

- :

mdumaf’ through baptism o be in Christ,
they are delivered from the wrath of (God,
but are not yet caa‘z‘ap%et&éd v detiverad from

o,

the powsr of their sinful hearts. That is
the reason they are confinually calling
God's wrath down upon themselvas. Al-
though this wraz?’ is not the retvibutive
g::am&*sm@m of ths Judge, i is, noneltha-
less and rightly g a the cmr@f‘ma punish-

ment of the Father. This is the reason
aven the children of God are cast down
indder God’s mighty hand, God humbles
aiso His own children in their bodies (iil-

ness), in thelr caresrs (adversity}, in their

cowrse of iife (aging & uwmsﬁ} in their liv-
ing together with other people (Injustices,
sufferings and tragedies that hit them dﬁ%}.
All these things demonstrate the unten-
abie posiiion man and his sociaty did get
themsealves into in the presence of their

us@?i@f
Thus we can m\"iemmd that God'
children have been groaning together
with the entire creation, which ‘has been
groaning i in travail” aver since the fall of
Adam {cf. Fomans B:28). Evidently, God
doss not set up a separate, paradige-like
@.mr"*&*y for those who arg His children, as
an adiunct ’w the troublesome and broken
society of man and mizm’za Behing ne
toy gf ﬂg £ :s’ms:&s situaiion o7 the dreaming
¢, inoms a presumpluous and psre
stic idealism (background of many
- mpvement!y, which m&am
s+ pompietely curad of whan we
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start taking seriously mw corfession of xf"‘(—"‘
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ihe Heldelberg Catechism. Thers you will
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find reiterated and surmmarized the oro-
found words of the apostie in Romans 7
and B
H wisalkothe s
of Dort v, Article 1
“Those whom God aosording 1o His pur-
pose calls into the fellowship of His Son,
our Lord Jesus Christ, and rec
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“Faith is a matier of
seeking, time and
again, our peace
outside ourselves and
our human certainties
. . . With Christ and
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Him crucified.”
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Iy existence, in order that we might plous-
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narsh reality of this
world. These “holy exercises” ought 1o
teke place within the vaw spharg of our
daily exislence; that is; In the midst of the
troubles and mmu;w caused by the in-
fouities and the suffering and distrass wf
this sarthiy ex stmr*@ it is no ooin {i
that Paul’s praising the Word as 5 %am
ful saying and worthy of all acceptation”
(BN was wiitlen r*‘mmw the moment
hie started 10 speak about “godiiness that
iz ofvalue in , ’(i’nmw@ prom-
me four | ‘z“,,s:zf%enf' e and alan mrmmzfﬁ
uﬁ@ {1 Time
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tives on this earth and for our par-
icipation in the socisty of man, We should
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other sinners on this sath. When we s8¢
biatant injustice
world, we shouldn’
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ad before God the Father,
Mmi ‘? Wa:un and earth. 1t 8 the
Spirit who feaches us this humbling con-
assion, righ% i tha midst of ow human
s0ciety ?
The Spirlt teads us o the
Lord’s Supper

and “’1%“(“5,42‘@ us, we :arez by ug ni f«s mmbi
ourselves desply bafore God, Whatevs
cmxw over ug peopie on this earth? Wha 1
. p
Ot

igi *fwa havs peen doing since the fall o
man? Thus humbled, we m&v and s '5L id

take refuge in the crucified Christ. Only
thers, wsm Him, we can find peace for owr
hearts; because therg, out of the thun-
derstorm of Golgotha, God's peace s pro-

claimed to us. ﬂ*ﬂyfh.a way can wa alst
auisten down our hsarts amidst all am

Guestions £ mi perplexing problems wa

can carry around with us,

irt other w«:;’" 51 we should frequently
cetehrate th M@mnwpf@ 50 as hot to
rurn the risk, at any time, of losing sight of
the crucHisd Ciﬂ mz. yﬁmf%nr)ver we are
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f":w 4

rie d‘“ﬂx}aﬁiﬁ%’z and pains of hell 96& use of
wm s judgment. That s, ultimately, what
man himse¥ deserves when he has m ag~
oroach the judy seal of . Be
Man! Ses yourself!

\écwhnm‘ wil f man become mors in
stanificant than st the crose of Golgo E"x
and insignificant people dare not be in-
solent before .ﬁr,’f}: from i, in ”mmm
lar when they are standing in the place

where the love @? Giod ’mqmnm with the
wrath for h is Son reached s culmination.
1 is advisable m cetebrate the Lord’s Suy
par notin a dad quiet comer of our
cim’m}muu 8¢ ";@}w m ‘fz* Wars some king
of ntima m,e

W;ifia s 3 «,:: CThe { big
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of the Lord's Sup-
sian m right in this midst of this worid,

2% tm B as the crucifixion was an interna-
‘uc:m:x avernt,
Mo doulbt, v <; have too often cele-

prated the Lord's Supper in an individ



yalistic manner. We wanted to confine the
svent of Golgotha (o the narrow prospect
of our own lives., Sometimes we did not
gae the world — the worid with w suffer
ing, its misery, its lack of perspective and
ri-
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its unsolvable problams. Yet, th q;n; 880

of Go
to all the cries of

here, as ww Know,

ficed and wholly-consumed ”‘?“

sod

& answer

touched or just barely touched b
Gospel and the law of Chri
'. > “mortification” of the ¢
“resurrection’’ of the new man: that is,
ﬂw two parts of the trus conversio ""i In
is process God m so wields the instru-
f’rw:mtz suffering in our lives
outiook w'ﬂp

‘}*La &
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s to say this:

In ’hra context of a God- fﬁau*eg iife we

We cali that
old man m ﬁw: ]

Lord's pa}, 33 (Answer 83) of t
berg Cate ms:m Aaw ga“—:vju fiy i
gin to dawn on 3
in Giod through Mhrz:—;f
though our hear )
tions and unsolved mystsries, T h&, tm
bles of this sarthiy existence do not ob-

scure the outlook on u; od. The bitterness
g %he outiook

despair in this world, The
He shed His blood of the Covenant ‘(}F

mmy in particular at the Lord’s table

God deciares: Behold, the Lamb of \_ﬂ"“f),;
w?""ﬁ takes away the sin of this world! For
zod a0 loved “i world that he ra %m

gave His only Son OV ver to death than let-
'img the sin of the world hold sway and
abandoning the world 1o sin. Behold the
m::mw of God! Behold Him now, before
this Lamb is going to pre % nt Himself fc
the second time, this time as mg@a the

'
’9
living and the dead. ““‘""w saying is 8
and worthy of full acceptance, ?hm‘( h
Jesus came into the wws d o

ners” (1 Timothy 1:15
The Spirit %@aﬁwhm us the struggle
of conversion

*he »ﬁmf’%ﬂ ofthe a::t

W% Enf’ impress um}n f,.dfﬁé IV 5 a Cf one

another the following version:

“Those whom God according m Hr, pur-

pose call s.' He @%ezm%mp of His Son,

our Lord Jesus Christ, and regenerates

by His Holy 5 ;3,". , He ceriainly sets free
rom the ms ninion and t d& cm? death

:ws:i the fear o "t (Z t

He doss, in fh
them from its p

2%
facts.

Death is God's last enemy ({1
thians 1:28). For the time bein
emy in all its manifestal f:s "s £
aﬂ ““‘;I{aa’*‘a““‘{ m Gd gh

lives. Whm@ ey :mn fam:.a si *x, i

gath in all kinds of for ms, because ‘sin’
is "death’: the stale of being-dead-be-
fore-God! Wherever there is sin, life will
be in retreat and has to yield ground to
the ensmy, death. There, life is no longer
?Hn'“hw;m i afore God. Even though the
imperium of si has, in
been mnm;smmﬁ by C
21; 6:@.'23,1&, 2 "i“ém'. . j

xa ;
¢ duality {,\f 9'
The a;:o:«s‘: 2 has, parii

that 1 m&st :
ing, not é?vmg; before God. At the same

coaxed into life, un
noground un-

tims, much has tu e
til now having been bas

have 1o admit to the existence of our dis-
turbing experiences with sin and God’s
wrath because of i it (Canons of Dont, V Ar-

ticle 2). And this is not only bacause we
have a constant reason o mmm&‘ ”; Jig

selves before God and io pray for
grace of the Holy Spirit and Ec, ﬂnm for
goal of per ﬂ“ﬁ!if”ﬁ but our exerci :»:«s'" f.
godl zma*v lso encompass m ‘ mc ifica-

;:m Of khf* é‘"’«h that is to say: the d»
struction of evervthing still remaining in us

a8 vit ai rer smar*i:m our rebellion against
Gm, of our desire to quarrel with God.

We c.:\'s also put it this way: In the
struggle for the daily renewal of our lives,
we mus i; 5«@ into acecount {or take into

c narﬁar iony} the troubles that ou ?&HPS
CRUSE, 85 Wi a:mama expressions of G
wr;sﬁ'?"s. We have to die unio ourselvas w;ih
st in order 10 be resurrected with
C; rist. Guided by the Holy Spirit we must
earn how to deal with our specific, per-
?J exing experiences in life. For the Spirit
sighs with us when we do (Romans 8:26).
These perplexing experiences will make
’Ju specifically s;f*mafﬂeaxm whatl that
heartfell sorrow” is, as mentioned in

of the present

on the future: ,E'm would © m‘ws@m ©
within the terms of ga.mim&b {cf. 1 Tim-
othy 4:8 "It holds promise for i%«? present

and also for the life to come.”).
The children of Qm acknowledge
their God as the Father of Jesus Cm.w

Because the Spirit is be H!";ﬁ them wit-
ness, they may call themselves children
of God {¢f. Romans 8:18). Through the
Spirit they have been made members of
Chyist. Christ is dwsliing in them and they
in Him. Their life is, therefore, living w%iﬂ
Christ; their suffering a suffering wit
Chirist, their death a dying in Christ “fff
gether with Him they are also moving on-
ward mrwuqh life and suffering and death,
o that incorrupticle life that is revealed in
Chyrist on the third day since the total de-
basement of Golgo ﬁ‘s ¥ we suffer with
Him, says the apostle, it is that we may be
also glorified with Him (Romans 8:17).
Especially this word, ic:@, shows us how
tr sssatwmhv the Gospel is according to 2
Timothy 2:11.

T ?w L foly Epirit makes the commu-
nion with Christ very real for us in the dai-
iy renewal of our lives and resurrection,

irit
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which we call conversion. That is why we
as children of God, in our communion
with Christ, can make room for the in-
roads that iliness, suffering, handicaps
and grief make into our lives — all those
forms of declining life and impending
death. Because of Him all this has be-
come a dying in order to gain life.

What appears to be demolition and
also that which, actually, is demolition
must serve the construction of the new
building. What is now blocking our way
must become a thoroughfare. This “must”
is the glorious commitment of God’s plan
of salvation for us. Thus the lowest point
becomes the highest point; a blind wall
becomes an impressive passageway:
“Our death is not a payment for our sins,
but it puts an end to sin and is an en-
trance into eternal life’’ (Lord’s Day 16,
Answer 42). Citing the apostle Peter, we
could also put it this way: “for whoever
has suffered in the flesh has ceased from
sin” (1 Peter 4:1). This is not because of
the intrinsic value of suffering, but be-
cause of the communion with the suffer-
ing Christ occasioned thereby. The apos-
tle says, furthermore, “‘arm yourselves
with the same thought.” He doesn’t say:
“entertain that thought,” but: “‘take that
thought with you as your weapon in the
warfare of your life.”
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This kind of spiritual discernment we
don’t find with the aid of conveniently
manageable formulas. Only the daily
guidance of the Spirit will be able to point
out the way our thoughts must take and
will take. It is the way of the desires of the
Spirit over against the flesh (cf. Galatians
5:16,17; Romans 8:5,11).

The Spirit delivers us from human
schematization

We observed a moment ago that the
road we have outlined is not the comfort-
able one which would be offered to us by
some human scheme. On the contrary, it
is the road of faith that is challenged and
of faith triumphant. One can take posses-
sion of a scheme; one can master it, learn
it by heart or keep it to fall back on in case
of bad times lying ahead. it is at one’s
disposal and will do the job whenever it
suits him. It gives a feeling of security that
difficult questions or experiences should
not alarm him, because the scheme is
ready at hand. No matter whether those
schemes are liberal or orthodox, they
are and remain — nonetheless — dead
things which only in appearance can put
heart and conscience at ease.

Faith is characterized by the fact that
the Spirit is always giving it to us as a new
present. The continuity of faith does not

lie in our ability of locking it up in a safe-
deposit box. It does lie, however, in the
great faithfulness of God the Holy Spirit,
who continuously works, strengthens, de-
fends and preserves faith in our lives.
Faith is a matter of seeking, time and
again, our peace outside ourselves and
our human certainties and of finding it

_only with Christ and Him crucified. How

great was the insight of the church when
she spoke of a ““a constant reason’ to
“flee to the crucified Christ”” and spoke of
“holy exercises of godiiness.” (Canons of
Dort. V, Article 2). In this context, the Con-
fession has recited for us those words
about trials and doubts and temptations
that daily assail us (cf. Canons of Dort, V,
Articles 3,4,11,12).

We acknowledge the Christ of Gol-
gotha as our exalted Lord (cf. Romans
8:34). Working through His Spirit, He
uses in the lives of God’s children also
their troubles and sufferings as His in-
struments. Thus He directs them to the
goal where He wants them to be (Romans
8:29). Not only did the apostle Paul tell us
this, he also demonstrated it in his own
life when he related to us his own great
difficulties (2 Corinthians 12:7-9).

When we know our Lord and under-
stand the work of His Spirit, after holding
onto Romans 8:17, we will be able to
appropriate the inexhaustible words of
Romans 8:18-39. These words, one by
one, make us perceive God’s ways with
our lives, right in the midst of our scourged
and ravaged world. And then we will learn
the true answer for all the challenges that
emerge from our own hearts or come our
way from our community. The apostie
was acquainted with all provocations as
described in the verses 35 to 39. He let us
know that none of them is able to thwart
our communion with Christ or to obstruct
our view of the glorious future. For the
fundamental love of God is going to pre-
vail over all the manifestations of His
wrath which, daily, we are still calling
down upon ourselves. This is as certain
and truthful as His ultimate love He has
shown to us in Christ. And it is exactly
at this very point that Answer 28 of the
Heidelberg Catechism, held up to scorn
by its critics, lays hold of us and wants to
capture us. The rendition of the finale is
in a major key.

1A.-Kuyper, De gemeene gratie, (Kampen), I,
494 tf. Compare also S.G. de Graaf. Het ware
geloof, (Kampen, 1954}, pp. 300-308.

2}t is our purpose here to provide a link-up with
an old element of the Reformed liturgy, i.e., the
weekly day of prayer for the needs of mankind,
according to Calvin’s liturgy in Geneva (1542).
In addition we would like to refer to the manner
in which he broaches this subject in his Forme
des Prigres. Compare also, e.g., T. Brienen. De
liturgie van Johannes Calvijn, Kampen, 1987, p.
105 ff.



NEWS MEDLEY

By W.W.J. VanOene

The Book is out!

If you are wondering what is meant by “The Book,” you
have not been following the series of news medleys attentively
enough. What we are referring to is, of course, the History Book
of Carman. After a gestation period of approximately three
years the birth was less than spectacular, but the result is
something which was well worth waiting for. For one who loves
the church of Christ and the history of the church it is a delight
fo read the various contributions which have been brought
together in this one book.

Not everything is of equal interest to all, of course, but
when we want to know what the early settlers went through,
how they struggled, how they were sacrificing and how they
were blessed, we can do nothing better than read their own
stories.

if our young people today think that they have a rough time
and that they pull the shorter end of the string, they had better
read up on the history and this will make them thankful to the
Lord for all the luxuries and the blessings which they may en-
joy also as a result of the sacrifices and labours of the pioneers.
Certainly, the time is past in which one could start a farm with
two thousand dollars of borrowed money, but the opportunities
are still there for those who are willing to work hard, to forego
luxuries such as fancy cars, expensive stereo sets, faraway
holidays, going out eating and more such unnecessary, al-
though permissible extravagant expenditures.

When we are io preserve the remembrance of the early
days — and this is necessary if we wish to remain thankful
to the Lord for all He gives us today — the memories of the
early days should be fixed in writing before that first genera-
tion is no longer there. it would be great if every congregation
followed the same course, the course of having each family
write down their experiences and bundle these records in order
to make them available to all. It is realized that it will be hard
o get everyone’s cooperation. There are always people who
“don’t feel like it,”” and there are always procrastinators who
sometimes bring the organizers to near-despair, but persistence
pays.

Anyway, the price was not as high as expected. Instead
of the well-over-thirty dollars that was expected as the price
for “The Book,” a mere twenty-seven will do. We are certain
that especially ex-"“Carmanians’ and those who have relatives
there will be eager to have the result of years of labour.

And now we had better move to something else, other-
wise some might think that there is nothing else to be men-
tioned from the ecclesiastical scene.

In Carman some of the “original families” still remain.
They even still form a good portion of the congregation. Not
50 in Calgary. This church recently celebrated the 25th anniver-
sary of its institution, but of the original families only two are
left. Some others left for other congregations, some broke with
the church. Influx of others, although not as large as was hoped
for, made up to some exient for the loss. We have always
been wondering why not more people moved to certain cities,
whereas in a quite inexplicable way other places, much smaller
and, as one would think, with fewer possibilities, saw the con-
gregation grow and grow.

Ottawa is one of the places where, we think, many oppor-
tunities can be found. Our members may then not belong to
the portion of the population which brings the average wage
in that city up to the high level which the newspapers reported

a few weeks ago, there still should be sufficient positions and
occupations-which can-be-filled.

in Ottawa, “‘the Consistory decided that, on a trial basis,
Hymn 1A will be sung every other Sunday (thereby leaving
open the possibility to use one of the other Creeds as well from
time to time.).

“The Clarion ad has, to date, resulted in two donations:
One cheque for $200.00, and an anonymous gift of $1,000.00
from someone in the Fraser Valley. May this very generous
person be blessed by the promise of Matthew 6:4.”

I must admit that | was very sad when reading this last
sentence. "Why,” | thought, "'is the blessing implored only for
the second donor and why not upon the first one?”’ | do not
know who the two are that donated but, abstractly speaking
(1), it could be that the $200.00 was a greater sacrifice for the
one who gave it than the other gift was for its donor. | hope
and expect that it was a slip of the typewriter or computer-
keyboard.

in general, we are to watch out that we are not lavishing
praise upon some who come more to the foreground than
others while forgetting the hundreds and even thousands who
stay in the background but without whose support and activities
the ones whose names are known could not have achieved
what was achieved. .

Back to Ottawa. The internal drive for the purchase of a
parsonage vielded some $13,900.00 to date. It would be a nice
thing if, with the help of the brotherhood at large, a parsonage
could be bought. Then the congregation would no longer be
exposed to fluctuating levels of rent.

The fire which destroyed the Burlington East church
building still causes ripples in other congregations. Burling-
ton West decided to review the insurance coverage on a bi-
annual basis. In Chatham “‘after ample discussion it was decid-
ed to increase the coverage of the church from $653,000 to
$1,000,000, the liability insurance from $1,000,000 to
$2,000,000.” The total cost of increase in premium is about
$600.00 yearly. | feel faint when reading these to me astronom-
ical figures.

In Burlington East preliminary drawings for another church
building with all facilities were presented to the consistory and
were 10 be discussed at a congregational meeting on January 5th,

After many years, the Burlington East bulletin sported a
new cover which, however, may not be the definitive one, as
other designs are considered as well,

It appears that retired ministers are oftentimes very ac-
tive. We read of the work which the Rev. VanDoaoren still does
in that congregation, while Rev. VanderBoom also utilized his
stay in Ontario by serving on several Sundays. It even appears
that when ministers ask to be allowed to retire for health rea-
sons, this does not mean that they become inactive. A letter
from Rev. D. DeJong revealed that “'we are doing fine, and
will certainly be enabled to work in God's church and kingdom,
when we setile down in Sliedrecht. There will be preaching
and catechism instruction in nearby vacant Giessendam.” And
the Nederlands Dagblad contained a notice that Rev. D. De-
Jong could be reached via telephone for requests for preaching
engagements.

In Burlington South the search for property and/or suitable
buildings goes on. The “Kingdom Hall” would be too costly
when purchase price and the cost of necessary renovations
were added.
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Rev. N.H. Gootjes

By R. Aasman

On October 1, 1989, the Rev. N.H.
Gootjes was installed as minister of the
Word of the church at Ancaster. Although
Rev. Gootjes has accepted a position as
professor at our Theological College, this
installation as a minister of the Word per-
mits him to remain an active minister
within our federation. The minister of An-
caster, the Rev. R. Aasman, conducted
the installation service using as text the
words of Paul to Timothy in 2 Timothy
2:1,2. Paul’s concern near the end of his
life was that the preaching of good news
would continue. To this end he not only
charged Timothy to be a faithful minister
of his Lord Jesus Christ, but also, what
you have heard from me before many wit-
nesses entrust to faithful men who will be
able to teach others also. Since many
more faithful and capable men were need-
ed to preach the gospel fo Jesus Christ,
Paul charged Timothy to begin what could
be called an early trace of a theological
college. This training of faithful and ca-
pable men for the ministry of the Word
was basic to the continued gathering, de-
fending and preserving of the church of
the Lord Jesus Christ. It is for this reason
that we still have a theological college to-
day and that Rev. N.H. Gootjes, installed
as a minister of the Word at Ancaster,
is set aside to teach at our Theological
College. In the line of Paul's charge to
Timothy, Rev. Gootjes may serve the com-
ing of Christ’s kingdom by training faithful
men for preaching the gospel of salvation
at home and abroad.

In the afternoon service, Rev. Gootjes
delivered his inaugural sermon on the text
of Matthew 9:36-38. In this passage the
Lord Jesus Christ taught His church that
the sheep need a shepherd. Contrary 1o
what some think, this passage does not
refer in the first place to foreign mission
fields, but to those who have become
estranged from the gospel and need a
shepherd to lead them back to the truth of
the gospel. This applies to people in our
own society. Rev. Gootjes pointed out
that it is the goal of our Theological Col-

L-r: Rev. R. Aasman,
Mrs. Aasman, Mrs.
Gootjes, Rev. N.H.
Gootjes

lege to prepare faithful preachers to care
for the sheep. In this connection it is the
duty of the church — for all of us — to
pray for the work of the Theological Col-
lege and for God to fill the need for shep-
herds of the sheep and labourers for the
harvest.

Several delegates were present at
the inaugural service of Rev. Gootjes.
Two letters were read from sister congre-
gations and two delegates spoke words of
welcome after the service. The chairman

Back row (I-r): Henk,
Mrs. Gootjes, Rev.
Gootjes. Front row (I-r):
Jentine, Kees, Albert

of the consistory alsc gave some words of
welcome and encouragement, and prom-
ised that the church at Ancaster would
do what it could in order to make Rev.
Gootjes and his family feel at home in our
midst. May the Lord indeed enable our
brother to carry out his teaching function
at our Theological College in order that
more faithful and capable men may be
prepared for the ministry of the Word in
the vacant churches and in the mission
fields of this world.
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We w:% miy are m ry to warn him as
a brother,” heis * ie mu as a Gentile
and an «maﬁ as the churches stale in

the Form for the mcmwmamitawn Using
the term “brother” when someone has
been excommuni {,aﬁ@d constitutes in fact
a casting of doubt on the correctness of a
consistory’s action, This is not permitted.
Matters are different when someone
has broken w-*{%z the church. *; *haz ase
still can call him “brother,” although
we should use the term w:w spam aly
also in that case. There is nsver a valid
excuse for breaking with the church.

individual requests

Another point is that synod dealt with
requests by individual members.

We do not deny the right of members
to address synod m;zrrimg points which
are on the agenda in order to make their
views known or to draw synod’s atiention
to specific aspects of that p&ri.u.n ar wam
We do not say that this right shouid be
used in a §ame measure, but a synod
shouid not say “Nene of your business™
when a member makes his views known
abot it wa or more of the pf::»ri ts on the
agenda. However, all synod is allowed 1o
do 35 am note of them.’

This is vastly different from acting
upon a member’s request or “proposal,”’
as if this were a legitimate way of putting
something on the agenda. Synods and
other major assemblies should remember
that their aqw"m is composed by the
churches and not by church members.
We cannot understand this in any other
way than that “proposals” by members or
requests for action in parti icutar respecis
cannot be declared admissible by the ma-
jor assemblies. All members who send a |
“proposal” or come with a request (ex-
cept in the case of genuing and true ap-
peals) are to be directed towards their
cons i%‘wﬂﬁw That is the body wi ,e"e? they
have to be, but a broader assembly is mt
allowed to er&”f%rmm such a submis 6‘

Art. 95 mentions the request rece vm

uamhm to change the wording in

froma

one of our liturgical forms. We are not

discussing the merit or non-merit of the
case, aithough we are thankiul that the r
quest was
guest as suc
with at all.

denied. Our point is that th
h should not have been dealt

The request concerned one of our |

fiturgical forms. Liturgical forms a
matter rﬂ' the churches in common, in-
deed. Since they are a matter of the
churches in common, a u’merm synod is

b

;\?

o,

entitled 1o deal w""iﬂ them and o make
changes, if these are considered neces-
sary. PGW@W ;ﬁ’fze; is & geners %y's*:ad
allowed to deal with them and to consider
a proposal for change? s that when a
church member comes with a reguest or
a ;;sy‘s:zpmm" Mot at ali! In case it does deal
with it, the possibility exisis that a form is
changed without any of the churches hav-
ing asked for it. it is irrelevant in this con-
nection whether a request is honoured or
denied. it should be declared inadmissi-
ble in any case.
At the next general synod there may

:a¢

be a request from a member to change
part of, let’s say, the Catechism. Accord-
ing to the 1 sasc;{una of Synod 1888, this
request is o be declared admissible,
“since confessional %w ns are a matter of
the churches Er ¢ Qm mon, and E’}E’G‘lhé’*a Al

i of one of t
the chu Ggstﬁi may be
of these con-

9&"‘&

And ’i‘mj
aced with a cﬁwegz& i on
fessional forms while none Q‘E them asked
for it or even may have been aware of it.
Synod 1989 did not differentiate be-
tween a. matters with which a general

forms.”

synod is allowed to deal, and b. upon
whose request it is permitted to deal with
these matters. Synod was right in point a.,
but deadly wrong in point b. Churches,
mwareﬁ Proposals and requesis by mem-
ers should be directed to their consis-
mrie:s and be declared inadmissible at
major assemblies.
e motion
Zile T er point of which we
ext general synod will
change it. Mote ?weﬂ term ‘“‘the next gen-
eral synod.” Some time ago we were sort
of astonished wh'*”: reading in a Letter to
the Editor the wish “that ¢ ,\mm will return
from this error.”” These words came from

A no-confidenc

’Trm '8 s a
mm that the

what | assume was a Reformed person,
but the words quoted are as un-Reformed
as any words can be. The Canadian Re-
formed Churches do not have a synod
which a year or two years or three years
later can chgmgf—“* its mind. Mor do we have
breader assemblies which “meet” once
in a while, as some still put it. A fuiure

| ;syﬂma f:;gm change things, but a8 synod

way and ceased to exist
{mm:‘m return from a path or error.

The point concerning which we fer-
vently hope that the next synod will
ﬂmmge itis found in Art. 132, To faciiitate
maiters we guote the passage in full.

E‘ﬁynm decide(s):
instruct the Board of Governors that

*?@@ event of future appointments to

m«;a aculty at the Theological College,
the Board of Governors will make avail-
ble to the delegates to General Syn-
od the confidential report including
curriculum vitae of proposed new pro-
fessors for an available | faculty vacan-
cy one month bg?ar@ the convening of
(’:éﬁremi Synod.”
This decision amounts to nothing less
than e; ’nmzor* of “no confidence” in the
Faculty as well as the Board of Governors
of our Seminary! | hope from the heart
that no vat:am@x will have to be filled by
the next g&nwa§ synod anyway, but eaan
more so in order that this synod will hav
an opportur nity o throw this provision o i
bﬂame t can be implementad.
id Synod Winnipeg trust our Facul-
Y S0 ;*Ez.e that such a provision had to be
made? Did this general synod trust the
governors whom it appointed so little that
afa,;imwaﬂg general synod will not be justi-
fied when it goes rsy their report ans’:é rec-
ommendation? i is very sad. It is an ir-
responsible decision for more than one
reason, and it is offensive to both the
Facu iw and the Board of Governors.
When a a vacancy is expected o oc-
cur, the FM ulty begins searching for a
person who is both thoroughly Reformed
and knowledgeable in the field for which
he is considered. This search involves
more mar asking what the academic
credentials are which the man has. it in-
cludes gezﬁ%«‘mg information about the f;/;mm
didate’s character, his ministry, if he ha
any, his faithfulnass 1o the Scriptures, ms
mhoidww the doctrine of the Scriptures
as the Church has formulated and sum-
marized i in the confessions, etc. Briefly,
whatever information may be useful will
h@,a gathered before the qu ty comes
with a recommendation to the Board of
Governors,

The Board of Governors then con-
siders the recommendation, and may ask
the Facully to do some more resear s,,h
before it is satisfied that this brother is in-
dead the one that should be appointed. it
is only after the Board of Governors has
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rmonth before the convening of general
synod. i is not to be sent to the conven-
ing church, but to the brothers who have
bean delegatsd ot heoming synod
or another, may
For what
should it be sent to thesea broth-
“consideration” synod gave as
is necessary that the d ,%VV
i are wmie:iad with the pro
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and who, for ong reason o
not be able to go there at all.
reason
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ye
i3 it really necessary for a good prep-
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he dig not receive this information fmm
any of his collsagues who were in the
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growth 1o the increase in the v
stocks. Stocks constitute approximateh
sixty percent of their inve ;mis:,aé' in 1983
about ning hundred mwi vanis were
among this group, while se M; hundred

millionaires had ?bi‘;&iﬁ «:iw:laww unfit for
wark. Avcording to some, the total s three
times as large as the figure given by ! *%w
Bureau, since "maa~ Bureay includes onl

hose wha pay taxes over a million or

. (DNG)
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WALSRODE

Oniy 29% of afl church members in
Germany believe the resurraction of the
hody and the life sveriasting, and a mere

32% believe that the Holy Spirit exists
This is the oulcoms of a recently con-

ducted poll. (ND)
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if all goes a5 expected, the first parnt
of a biography m" Dr. K. Schilder will ap-
pear towa w:s‘z end of 1990, Drs. JJ.C.
Dee, Meth mdu Reformed minister a&
Eliacom, w,zw:m:»:vm he doctor’s degre
with Prof. J. iwa»m;}*'w is as his prom er
Decamber 19 will be ir & one hundredih
anniversary of Schilde !:W'Wtc The thesis
will be printed by (Jm*s&:wmzan & LeCoin-
tre, which company intends to publish a
clal edition m"mdw iy aftw the pro-
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motion. The thesis covers the lile of
| Bohilder undil m’% the year in which hg
became professor uf Dogmatics, and
daescribes especially his ife ag a msms;w:
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THE NETHERLANDS

In October, the synod of the synodi-
cal Reformed Churches voted to change
the Church Order, so that the second
Sunday worship service is optional. Art.
70 of their Church Order now reads: “On
the Lord’s Day, the consistory shali call

the congregation together for worship;-if -

possible twice, but at least once, and fur-
ther, at least once on Christmas Day,
Good Friday, and Ascension Day.”” (TB)
) Here we see the same phenomenon
as with the store closings: they are open
on Sundays, but have to be closed on all
sorts of special days determined by man.
Whether the people come together twice
on the Sunday is immaterial, but they
have to come together on man-made
days, and this again '‘at least once.”

ROME

Archbishop of Canterbury Robert

Runcie and Pope John Paul Ii prayed
together and signed a declaration com-
mitting the Roman Catholic and Anglican
churches to efforts towards “‘visible uni-

BOOK REVIEW

ty.” The meeting was Runcie’s first of-
ficial call on the Vatican as head of the
70 million-member Anglican Communion,
which includes the Episcopal Church in
America. It was only the fourth visit of its
kind made by an archbishop of Canter-
bury since the Reformation.

Reports of the meeting indicated the
two leaders agreed the pope should have.
primacy in any reunited church, but dif-
fered on what would be the exact nature
of his role. The ordination of women, per-
mitted by some segments of the Anglican
communion but rejected by the Roman
Catholic church, stands as a major ob-
stacle between the two bodies. This was
not discussed, however, during the meet-
ing. (CT)

CANADIAN SCENE

A Canadian invention is changing
the face of paper money. Up until now,
to verify a bill’s authenticity required close
inspection and some knowledge of print-
ing and paper technology.

The latest security device featured
on the Bank of Canada’s new $50 bills (in-

troduced December last) changes all that.
The optical security device (OSD) is a
small square of film on the bill's face.
When the OSD is tilted, the colour shifts
between gold and green.

This simple, reliable check aliows
anyone to quickly verify that the bill is
authentic. The OSD is so advanced it

_would be prohibitively expensive to re-

produce. It cannot be copied by photo-
graphic or printing technology.

The portrait on the face of the bill is
that of William Lyon Mackenzie King,
Canada’s tenth Prime Minister. The new
$50 bill illustrates the Snowy Owl, contin-
uing the recent practice of featuring birds
on our currency. The bill is deep red in
colour.

LITHUANIA

For the first time since 1940, Lith-
uania had an official holiday on Christ-
mas. An estimated 3 million of Lithuania’s
3.6 million people are Roman Catholic,
but Christmas has not been a holiday
since Lithuania was annexed by the Sovi-
et Union in 1940. (NIRR - REC NE)

By C. Van Dam

A Matter of Choice

E. Vanwoudenberg, A Matter of Choice,
1989. (318 pages). Available for $14.95
from CHP CANADA, P.O. Box 22009,
Station B, Vancouver, B.C. V6A 3Y2

The leader of Canada’s Christian
Heritage Party (CHP) has written a book
to elaborate further on the policies and
principles of this party in order “'to inform
and explain, to teach and to direct” (11-12).
Although the book was not commissioned
by the CHP and the contents of this book
are thus the sole responsibility of the
author, this work is an important one. For
the first time the policies and ideas of the
CHP are available to a wider public. The
significance of this is readily seen when
one realizes that
the CHP is a principled Party, distinct-
ly different from the populist parties
which dot our political landscape. Our
strength as a Party lies in our obedi-
ence to God’s Word as the rule of life
and the kingship of Jesus Christ as
central for all our actions (p. 21).

On this basis, the CHP can claim to offer

a distinct alternative to other political par-

38

ties which hold to the world view of secu-~
lar humanism. Hence the title, A Matter of
Choice.

Contenis

Within the confines of his stated pur-
pose, Vanwoudenberg succeeds in bring-
ing the ideals and goals of the CHP close
to the reader. The writer is obviously very
much involved with the issues he brings
to the fore. It is his life and he believes in
what he writes. He also comes with con-
crete solutions to problems facing our na-

880

tion. These are significant strengths. Be-
cause of his frequent appearances on
talk shows and phone-in programs, he is
also able to anticipate many objections
and to answer them.

After an introductory chapter, “Why
the CHP,” the author takes us through an
interesting historical journey in a second
chapter (“Constitutional Development”’)
and then starts to address other specific
concerns as multiculturalism, native is-
sues, bilingualism, and immigration and
refugees (in chapter 3, '“The Canadian
Nation’). Subsequent chapters deal with
family issues (chapter 4), justice (chapter
5), health and welfare (chapter 6), the en-
vironment (chapter 7), defence (chapter
8), and external relations (chapter 9). The
above includes many valuable sections
and analyses which | cannot go into now.
A helpful feature of this work is the official
documents that fill the last 83 pages of
the book. These include the British North

~America Act, Canadian Bill of Rights,
Charter of Rights, and the Meech Lake
Accord.

This work contains a wealth of infor-
mation that amply rewards a reading of it.
You will frequently find yourself nodding
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OUR LITTLE MAGAZINE

By Aunt Betty

Dear Busy Beavers,

Happy New Year to you alil

How did you spend New Year's Eve?

Did you stay up to “ring in”’ the new year and wish every-
one “Happy New Year”?

The Bible talks about “happy’’ people, too.

y Busy Beaver
Lydia Viersen

40

Psalm 144 tells us “Happy the people whose God is the
Lord.”

And Psalm 146 says ""Happy is he whose help is the God
of Jacob.”

The Bible also tells us that the Lord is faithful.

“The promise of the Lord proves true.” Psalm 18:30.

That's why we can say to each other “"Happy New Year’'!
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1. ¥ vou have 10 apples in one hand and 20 apples in the

other, what do y{:sw have?
mem ?
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{Answers below)

DOUBLE RIDDLES
by Busy Beaver Laura Aasmen
The answers must rhymel

EXAMPLE: A twin problem = doubie trouble
1

A white sea mammal = ;
2. & fitle place (o shop =
3. A dull walking stick =
4, A& naughty boy «=
{Answers belove
Angwers
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Busy Beavers, how did vou do on f

You got the year ot o a good ::s‘sa

Be sure to wiite aboul your specia

And t:i«’:‘a' ‘torget aboul our New Quiz Go
Christmas Glarion i vou forgot.

ontest, Look in the

")

Bye for now!
Love o vou all,
Aunt Belty
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