


The first day

By C. Van Dam

"And God said"

"And God said." Repeatedly throughout Genesis 1 we
read those words, "God said,” followed by an act of creation.
God speaks and it is there. God creates by speaking. What
does this mean? In seeking an answer, we must be governed
by what Scripture tells us. Several passages come to mind.

One can think of Psalm 33:8 and 9. "By the word of the
Lorp, the heavens were made and all their host by the breath
of His mouth. . .. He spoke and it came to be; He command-
ed and it stood forth" (compare also Psalm 148:5b, ". . . He
commanded and they [i.e. His created works] were created").
God created by His word.

What was involved with the creation by the Word is made

- rnore-clear-as-we-go-to-the-New-Testament.-As-the-reader-of -

Scripture knows, "the Word" is a name for the Son who was
involved in the work of creation! "In the beginning was the

Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

He was in the beginning with God; all things were made
through Him, and without Him was not anything made that
was made. . . . And the Word became flesh and dwelt among
us full of grace and truth; we have beheld His glory, glory as
of the only Son from the Father" (John 1:1-3, 14; cf. 1 John
1:1-3; 5:1; Revelation 19:13). The reference to the Word in
creating is further also illuminated by 1 Corinthians 8:8, "Yet
for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things
and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through
whom are ali things and through whom we exist.” One can also

in God's work of creation, but also from our own experience.
Who can imagine the possibility of life without light?

It is significant that light was created independently of the
sun, moon, and stars which were created on the fourth day.
Although we will be coming back to this in a future article, suf-
fice it for now io note that "There was a time when men said
that this was a scientific error, but men do not speak like that
anymore.2 Rather than ridicule this order, we should carefully
consider the implications of this sequence of God's first creat-
ing light and later the sun, moon and stars. This order of
God's creation work shows that light comes from God. He
made it. Light does not come in the first instance from the
sun. Light is a gift of God, not of the sun! What a tremendous
gospel this is for our naturalistic age in which people speak of

| the sun as if it alone makes life possible. For this reason peo-

ple can even fret about the future horror of a spent sun. For
Israel this order of God's creating activity was also of great
comfort overagainst the pagan religions which worshipped the
sun. Not the sun, which is a part of creation, but the Creator
who alone gives light is to be adored.

"And God saw that the light was good; and God separat-
ed the light from the darkness" (Genesis 1:4). God's work was
pleasing in His eyes. It was as He wanted it to be so that the
light could serve the purpose for which it was made. Notice
that the phrase "God saw that . . . (it) was good" was not used
with verse 2 where we read: "The earth was without form and
void and darkness was upon the face of the deep.” God's cre-
i it. The earth was

think of Colossians 1:18 and 17, "For in Him alf things were cre-
ated, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether
thrones or dominions or principalities or authorities — all things
were created through Him and for Him. He is before all things,
and in Him all things hold together” (ci. Revelation 3:14).

If we read the words "and God said” in Genesis 1, in the
light of Scripture, then what is not immediately obvious in
Genesis 1, becomes more clear elsewhere. God's creating by
the word involved the Son. The word that God spoke was not
without content. It was a powerful and living word. The word
by which He called into being things from nothing was power-
ful for it was spoken in and through the Sen.t Our confession
can summarize the biblical truth on this point according to the
testimony of the Scriptures (cf. above) as follows, "We believe
that the Father through the Word, that is, through His Son,
has created out of nothing heaven and earth and all crea-
tures” (Belgic Confession, Article 12).

" ‘Let there be light’ and there was light”

After God's creation of heaven and earth, His first work of
creation was light. Light as we know it is part of creation. It
was made. God spoke and it was there.

The importance of light is evident, not only from its place
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able for the purpose for which God had called it into being.

The fact that the created light was pleasing to God does
not mean an end to darkness. No. God makes a separation
between light and darkness. Each gets its place. God had
made both (cf. Psalm 104:20; Isaiah 45:7). Both are needed.
Think, for instance, of how darkness helps in sleeping! What
the place of light and darkness is, is clear from verse 5.

"God called the light Day and the darkness He called
Night" (Genesis 1:5a). It appears from this verse that the light
which God had made functioned in a way similar to the sun;
that is, it was not always to be daytime. Also nighttime was to
have iis regular place. It has been suggested that this could
point to a light source outside and beyond the world with the
earth rotating. In any case, the fact that God assigned names
to the periods of light and darkness is significant. This shows
God's power and sovereignty. Think of Psalm 74:18a, "Thine
is the day; Thine also the night." God made the separation
between light and darkness and God gave each their name.

"And there was evening and there was morning, the first
day" (Genesis 1:5b); that is nighttime and daytime making
one day. From Exodus 20:11 we know that God created
heaven and earth in six days. We may therefore assume that
the first day began in darkness with God's work of creation in

suit-



the beginning {vv. 1, 2}). This darkness
creation of light. The first

evening, which was counted with
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The Lord willing, more on that next time.
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Church hist

By K. Deddens

“Let the church be one”

Not only in the Scriptures and in the
confessions of the church is true ecu-
menicity apparent, but it is a;s:s stressed

“irrthe course of the-history of the church.

in the Didache or "The teaching of
the Lord through the twelve apostles to
the gentiles,” a very old document al
ready known to the church fathers and at
least going back to the second century,

city.

tory and ecumenicity

526, after the ban of the
wewsd his appeal for a gen-
mmcd But when finally a general
mczi was held, starling in 1545 at
,Treﬂt it was only a papal council ...
Also Calvin was in favour of a gener-

"As grain, once scattered

ihis prayer is found in connection with T

the Lord's Supper: "As this piece (of - @ﬁ the 5‘;;553;{?5%5{

bread) was scattered over the hills and Was in the broken bread Lot
then was brought together and made made one, :
one, so let your Chus’ch.? be brought fo- So from all lands T?Ejf

gether from the ends of the earth into

your Kingdom. For yours is the glory and Church be gathered

the power though Jesus Chrst | Info Thy kingdom by

forever.™ - - Thy Son”

We have a rhymed version of this
part of the Oidaché in our Book of
Praise, namely, in Hymn 46:

"Asg grain, once scaltered on the hillsides,
Was in the broken bread made one,

So from all lands Thy Church @s gathered
into Thy kingdom by Thy Son.*™?

Reformation times

From the very beginning the Re-
formers of the 16th caﬁiuz'y &mgjmaizas,
the unity of the church. Already in 15 m
Luther spoke in favour of a gener
councit of the church, with the one m’%%‘
ple that the Hol y %S‘sg}mws wwuia bp the
ds:f*zsave norm. He asked for such a
“ree, gefzem Christian mww " By
"free” he meant independent of papal
control, and by "Christian” he under-
stood that judgments were 1o be based
on the principle of the Smémum:‘s alone
and that laymen were (o be eniran-

_ops

tfend — that councils are gevmr‘ed by
the Holy Spirit - before they convince
us that these have been gathered in
Christ's name. Ungodly and evil bish-
can just as much nspire
against Christ as good and honest
ones can come together in His name.
We have clear proof of this fact in a
great many decrees that have come
forth from such councils . . . .

I now reply with but one word:
Christ promises nothing sxcept to
those who are gathered in st name.
us therefore define what that
means. | deny that they are gathered

n His name who, casting aside God's
commandment that forbids anything
to be added or taken away from His

al councll, but he strongly stressed the
difference between true and false coun-
cils. T*ee condition for a true generag
council is that Christ would be presiding it:

Now it is Christ's right to s:mséde
over alf councils and o have no man

share His dzgnsiy, But | say that He
presides only when the whole assem-
i;g i governed by His Word and
‘:ﬁ*};a" 8
in ma following paragraph Calvin con-
%mws.

Christ will be in the midst of a
council only if i is gathered together
‘r; His name. As a consequence, it will
benefit our adversaries but little to
mention councils of bishops a thou-
sand times over; nor will they per-
suade us to believe what they con-

Calvin

Word - (Deut4:2;-¢of - Deut—12:32,—
Prov. 30:6; Rev. 22:18-18), ordain
anything according o their own deci-
sion; whe, not content with the ora-
cles of Scripture, that is, the sole e

of perfect wisdom, concoct some nov-

ety out of their own heads. Surely,
since Christ promised that He would
be present not in all councils whatso-
ever but laid down a special mark by
which a true and lawiul one might be
distinguished from the rest, & be-
hooves us never {0 neglect this dis-
tinction. This is the covenant whi«::h
God of old made with the Lavitica
priests, that they should teach fmm
His own lips (Mal. 2.7). He required
this always of the prophets; we see
that this mia was also imposed upon
the aposties. Those who violate this
covenant mfz deems worthy neither
of the honor of the priesthood nor of
any authority.®

strived for the unity

of the church



with all his power. In a lefter to Thomas
Cranmer he wrote in 1552:

... would that it were attainable
to bring together into some place,
from various Churches, men eminent
for their learning, and that after having
carefully discussed the main points of
beliet one by one, they should, from
their united judgments, hand down to
posterity the true doctrine of Scrip-
ture. This other thing also is 1o be
ranked among the chief evils of our
time, viz., that the Churches are so di-
vided, that human fellowship is
scarcely now in any repute amongst
us, far less that Christian intercourse
which all make a profession of, but
few sincerely practise. If men of leamn-
ing conduct themselves with more re-
serve than is seemly, the very heavi-
est blame atiaches to the leaders
themselves, who, either engrossed in
their own sinful pursuits, are indiffer-
ent to the safely and entire piely of
the Church, or who, individually satis-
fied with their own private peace,
have no regard for others. Thus it is
that the members of the Church being
severed, the body lies bleeding. So
much does this concern me, that,

__could [ be of any service, 1 would not

of the delegates of the French Reformed
churches to the Synod of Dort 1618/19.
However, the delegates from France
could not attend this synod in Holland,
because the French king prohibited
them to leave France. Neveriheless, the
Synod of Alais, 1620, accepted the
Canons of Dont.

Ecumenical Synod of Dort 161819

This brings us to the Synod of Dont
1618/19. This synod is called a national

"The people of
the Secession were
not narrow-minded;

they had good

insight into
true ecumenicity.”

gates was not the same; they did not all
have the same confessions, although
they were of a Reformed-Presbyterian
character. Nevertheless, they all worked
together in the formulation of our third
form of unity!

Presbyterian Scotland

After the Synod of Dort 1618/19 a
period of silence followed; no national
synods were held in the Netherlands, let
alone international synods. However, the
Preshyterian churches of Scotland, Eng-
land, and lrefand paid attention to the
matter of international and ecumenical
synods or councils. This had already
been done in the Scots Confession of
Faith of 1560. in Arlicle 20 this confes-
sion says that "generall counsalles” are
to be revered and embraced, unless they
"pretend fo forge unto us new artickles of
our faith, . . . or to make constitutionis re-
pugning to the worde of God."8 This
was also done in the Second Book of
Discipline, drawn up by Andrew Melville,
in which an ecumenical synod was men-
tioned in s0 many words. Also the West-
minster Assembly paid attention to it in
the Form of Presbyterial Church-Gov-
emment of 1645,

In_the nineteenth century it was

grudge to cross even ten seas, if
need were, on account of .10
More than once Calvin wrote movingly
about the divisions of the church. He
called them the "horrible mutilations of
Christ's body,"!! and the Geneva Cate-
chism made it quite plain that this body
ought to be "one "2 ]
in 1560 the well-known Catharina de
Medici undertook the initiative towards a
kind of national council in France. it was
called "The Colloguy of Poissy" and
Théodore de Béze delivered an excel-

————— —ent-defense—of-the-Reformed-faith; -but—-

the result was disappointing and not long
afterwards the Romish caused a mas-
sacre among the Reformed.

Besides the attempt of Thomas
Cranmer in the same year that Calvin
wrote his letter fo him (1552), three other
attempts for an intemmational, ecumenical
synod were made. Dr. H.H. Kuyper
pointed to these atempts in his farewell
lecture in 1937, entitled De Katholiciteit
der Gereformeerde Kerken (The
Catholicity of the Reformed Churches).
There was in the first place the atiempt
of Queen Elisabeth in 1577, and, in con-
nection with i, the Convention of Frank-
furt with as its fruit the Harrmonia Con-
fessionum (mainly the work of De Béze).
in the second place HH. Kuyper men-
tioned the. design of Pierre du Moulin,
who raised the matter at the Synod of
“Tonneins in 1614 and who wvisited Eng-
land with a view to promoting the unity of
the churches. He was appointed as one

76

synod, but the actual work of drawing up
and finishing the Canons of Dort bore an
international character. There were
twenty-six delegates from abroad: dele-
gates from England (among them even
a bishop) and from Germany and
Switzerland; from the Palatinate, Hes-

again Scotland which took up the matter.
The Presbyterians hoped to present an
alliance of churches in the Evangelical
Alliance of 1846, But that alliance had a
different, more personal character. Be-
sides, they were much involved in the
Alliance of Reformed and Presbyterian
Churches which met also with the ap-
proval of the Seceded Churches of the
Netherlands. So, in the 19th century as
well the Free Church of Scotland had a
worldwide view!

Secession churches

sen, Basel, Berr, Emden, Nassau, Bre=
men, Schaffhausen, Zirich, and Gene-
va. These foreign delegates did not func-
tion as ornaments, but had a great
influence in the deliberations and upon
the formulation of the decisions. They
participated in the synod no less than
the delegates from the Netherlands.
Therefore, in this respect the Synod of
Dort can be called international and ecu-
menical. The background of these dele-

Scotland saw the Disruption of 1843
(the beginning of the Free Church of
Scotland), while nine years earlier the
the Secession started in the Netherlands.

The churches of the Secession of
1834 had the same worldwide view. The
Act of Secession of 1834 showed the
true ecumenical intention by saying that
"the undersigned want o unite them-
selves with any assembly based on
God's infallible Word in whatever place
God has established it." The people of
the Secession were not narrow-minded;
they had good insight info true ecu-
menicity. | quote what Dr. J. Faber said
in his speech The Significance of the
Secession of 1834 in the light of our
confession of the Holy Catholic Church:

In the beginning period before the
establishing of the school in Kampen
they sent young men to Geneva to at-
tend lectures of Merle d'Aubigné and
Malan, men of the Swiss Revell. The



Synod of Leiden, 1857, sought eccle-
siastical fellowship with ih r
Church of Soot E;mc! and wéi‘ r Qe
formed confessors in the Repu
‘idﬂa"&aé And who does not knaw
thal in 1858 the Rev. Dirk Postma
WHE &ffm to South Adrica to be instru-
*zmia.‘ in the reformation of the
church in that part of the world? The
Qmszemg and the life of the so-called
Dopper churches in South Africa, the
Duich Reformed Chureh, s connect-
ed with the Secession of 1834
Deputies of the Uniled Presbyierian
uhum%x of Scolland visited Kampen,
and Brummelkamp and Van Velzen
were delegaled 1o Scolland. Already
at the Synod of Hoogeveen in 1880
the churches of the Secession re-
celved official delegates of the United
Preshyterian Church of Scotland.
Brummeikamp Jr. writes that the se-
ceded church of the Netherlands then
and later owed much 1o i1s corespon-
deme with the Scoltish brethren who
already possessed a rich experience.
in 1888 three Christelike Gere-
formeerde ministers attendsd the In-
ternational Theological Conferance in
Wezel In 1877 Brummelkamp and
Van Velzen panicipated in the Pan
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True knowl-edge, faith, and life im-mor-tal

‘Préghvierian Colncl This Counditine
tended to esiablish a communion or
teliowship  belween Presbyierial
churches.

in 1875 Lucas Lindeboomwinie g
brochure entiled The Christian He-
formed Church: something about its
situation, caling and future. Linde-
boorm, later meessar in Kampen, was
stilf minister in Zaandam. He wiots
about contact with other churches.
The Synod of Groningen had ex-
pressed syrnpathy with the Relformed

Ghurch in _Frange. Lindeboom now _

urged that more fellowship shouid be
entertained with the churches in Scot-
land, South Aldca and America.
{ is ramarkable that especially in the cir-
cles of the Secession which stressed the
sharp distingtion between true and false
shurch, rue ecumenicity was discovers
and experienced!
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Canadian Reformed
World Relief Fund

Assisting refugees

The political situation in Irian Jaya in
recent years has been one of tension on
some fronts, as natives of lrian felt
threatened by various actions of the In-
donesian government. One result has
been the creation of a refugee popula-
tion along the border shared by Irian
Jaya and Papua, New Guinea. Last year,
after extensive negotiations between the
wo govemments, the PNG government
moved these people from border camps
to permanent sites within PNG.

our Chatham congregation, is presently
in western Papua, New Guinea working
as a volunteer with ZOA. His job is basi-
cally to oversee two sawmills, assisting
refugees in the construction of village

Three thousand of the approximate
10,000 refugees who came from lIrian

in local villages so that relief and devel-
opment workers (such as Richard) can
gradually retreat.

In spite of many practical problems
such as impassible roads during the
rainy season, malfunctioning machinery
due to lack of parts, and poor sanitary
and communication facilities, there is
definite progress in the situation, not in
the least because of the refugees' own
enthusiasm and zeal.

Schools have begun to function and
the children are often in the building a
half_hour before classes begin. They are

homes and other necessary buildings
such as clinics and schools in their relo-
cation sites.

CRWRF has agreed to underwrite
some of his expenses during his two-
year term with ZOA. We are always hap-
py to support efforts by our own mem-
bers which contribute through daily
labour and Christian witness to the goals

taught by refugees who trained as teach-
ers in Irian Jaya. Supplies are minimal,

~Jaya in 1984 now live at the relocation
sites. In the course of the
years, about 4,000 have re-
turned to lrian Jaya. The
other refugees remain at the
border. The camps in which
they live are now "closed,”
meaning that food and medical
care are no longer provided by
the PNG government or aid agen-
cies. Some of the refugees con-
cemed knowingly chose for this situ-
ation with the consequences resulting
from it, but most of them have been
compelled to this life by their own resis-
tance fighters. It is hoped that in the
coming months, in spite of threats, they
will have the courage fo choose a better
future, either by returming to Irian Jaya,
where possible, or by coming fo the relo-
cated villages.

As mentioned in our '88 Annual Re-
port, Richard Bultje, a young man from
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we espouse.
In this particular effort, ZOA's aim, in
cooperation with the PNG government
and the UNHCR (United Nations
High Commission for Refugees)
is to provide an entirely
self-supporting life
similar to that
evident

IRIAN JAYA

but-enthusiasm runs high-

Although conditions look primitive to
western eyes, for the inhabitants condi-
tions are almost "normal.” In their previ-
ous villages, most relied on fishing to
supplement their diets. Here in the jun-
gle that is not possible, so part of their
daily food (i.e. tinned fish and rice) is
provided by the UNHCR. However, it
seems likely that before long the people
will be able to entirely provide for them-
selves.

A recent letter from Richard tells us
a little more about the situation there
and about his part in the work. We
have excerpted from it as follows:
"There are approximately 3,300
refugees here spread out in
ten small villages along a
30 km stretch of dirt road.

This road extends from
) the Fly River o the
Stricland River,

0
)




about 200 miles inland in the Western
Province.

The refugees make their houses out
of local jungle malerial, constructing nice
structures from split palm, bark, and
bamboo. Many of the people are very in-
dustrious and have cleared good gar-
dens for themselves. Several are also
quite educated, i.e., teachers and univer-
sity students who are hoping to continue
their education here in PNG.

| have noticed thai most of the
refugees here have a denominational af-
filiation and are not simply animisis.
Most are Catholic, but there are many
Baptist, Pentecosial and Reformed also.
Some ran away from lrian because of
persecution by the Moslem government
and churches. Many also came to PNG

_due to political pressure, because they

view the influx of Javanese people as
wrong. The government has been send-
ing thousands of Javanese to Irian Jaya
o populate the area and essentially ren-
der it more of an Indonesian province.
The nationals started to fight this by
demonstrations and other political
means. For this reason, they were black-
listed and had to flee or face imprison-
ment or police haragssment.

Some people find it extremely hard
to adjust. This is their second camp in
about four years. After getting set up in

-the-old-camps; the-govemment-instruct-—

ed them to move fo the present place
and again clear jungle and construct

houses. These present villages are per-
manent though, so they will not have to
worry about moving again.

There are several difficulties with the
location of these villages however. For
example, they are not near any water
supply, so during the dry season, it's
hard to find sufficient water. During the
wet season, the dit road becomes im-
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60th Wedding Anniversary

A

~ Doede and Hiltje de Witt - nee vanderVelde ~

Mr. and Mrs. D. de Witt were married in Grootegast in 1929. They emigrated
in 1949 with 5 children; two went ahead of them a year befors, while one was
born in Canada. They arrived in Carrying Place (ON) and moved within a year
to Georgetown (ON). After having contacted the Rev. Hetlinga, he came over
and in August 1950 the Church was instituted in their home. After their retire-
ment from the farm they lived in Eden Mills and the last 10 years in Guelph.
They still enjoy reasonably good health.
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passable. One needs a tractor to pul
one down the road because of the large
mud holes. For this reason, the supply of
rice and tinned fish goes so low that
many of the refugees don't receive any
for several weeks. l's also difficult to
transport any seriously ill patients to a

km apart so it's a challenge to look after
both at the same time. We have o cut

trees down in the jungle and bring the
logs to one or the other sawmill. Every-
thing progresses quite slowly here . . ."

We at CRWRF greatly appreciate
your onhgoing support of these and other
hospital. So far though, the food supply | projects which benefit those who have so
has not been a serious problem because | little. May you be blessed in your giving.
the people have made gardens for them-
selves. Neither have we had many seri-
ously ill patients.

We do have health aid posts in the
five largest villages and a health sub-
centre in the main villages which is able
to take care of most of the cases. (ZOA
nurses come here regularly 1o vaccinate
children, to check pregnant women, and
o assist the local health workers where
necessary.)

My job is taking care of two sawmilis
that were brought here about nine
months ago. They are located about 2.5
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PATRIMONY PROFILE«

By W.W.J. VanOene

These are sufficient examples to prove that our Con-
tessional Formulas lay a connection between faith and re-
generation on the one hand, and the preaching of the
gospel on the other hand, which preaching serves not on-
ly for the strengthening of faith but also to work ii; this is
not to teach thereby that the Word itself carries in it the
power to regenerate, but that the Holy Spirit, working the
regeneration, does use the preaching of the Word as the
means to i, indeed. With infants this is somewhat different
than with adulis. However, neither the Holy Scripture nor
the Confessional Formulas iake their starting-point for the
teaching and the confession of the truth in what God does
to infants, but in the manner in which He works as a rule
in adults. Herewith we have fo pay attention fo it, howev-
er, that there is no question of regeneration and the facul-
ty of faith in the hearis of the children except there where
the Word is and where through the Word and by the Holy
Spirit people have been brought fo faith and repentance;
and where, therefore, a Christian congregation has been
planted, a people that has the promises of the covenant,
which promises apply to the children as well as 1o the
adults. Nowhere does the Holy Scripture speak of regen-
erated heathen — either aduits or children. All heathen are

rael, strangers’ to the covenants of promise, having no
hope and without God in the world,” Eph. 2:12. But all
those who are regensrated become apparent by faith and

good works; they are “created in Christ Jesus for good.

works,” vs 10; and "It is impossible that those grafted into
Christ by true faith should not bring forth fruits of thankful-
ness.” Cat. question and answer 84.

Fourth Thesis

According to the Confessional Formulas, the Holy
Baptism is essentially one with the Circumcision. it
signifies and seals not what IS PRESENT in the one
who is baptized or what IS PRESUPPOSED fo be
revealed in the Gospel. And it is administered NOT
on the ground of the presumptive regeneration, BUT
on the ground of God's command, lo those who
make profession of their faith and to their children,
because also to them the promises of the covenant
have been given. According to the nature of the
sacraments it serves to the sirengthening of faith;
this benefit can be received not only during and at
Baptism but also before and afer Baptism.

According to Art. 33 of the Belgic Confession, God or-
dained the sacraments "to seal His promises to us.” Partic-
ularly regarding baptism we confess in Arl. 34 that He "has
abolished circumcision which involved blood, and has insti-
tuted in iis place the sacrament of baptism.” And in that
same Article it is said of the baptism of infanis “that these
children ought to be baptized and sealed with the sign of
the covenani, as infants were circumcised in lsrael on the
basis of the same promises which are now made 1o our
children.” And further: "Because baptism has the same
meaning for our children as circumgcision had for the people
of israel, Paul calls baptism the circumeision of Christ.”

Further it is confessed in this Article that "all those
who are His" are to be baptized; this means clearly: all
those who have the promise of the covenant: | am vour
God and the God of your seed; they, therefore, who pro-
fess their faith and their children, for they are called His;
we do not have o know who are elect and regenerated.
God knows all who are His in that sense; and He does not
point them out o us to baptize them; for this a separate
revelation would be needed . . . .

Also in the Catechism, Lord's Day 25, it is said of the
sacraments that they are "holy, visible signs and seals, in-
stituted by God so that by their use He might the more ful-
ly declare and seal to us the promise of the gospel,” this
promise namely, that He, of grace, granis us the forgive-
ness of sins and everlasting life. Further it reads: "The
Holy Spirit teaches us in the gospel and assures us by the
sacraments that our entire salvation rests on Christ's one
sacrifice for us on the cross™; that is then: the promise of
the covenant.

Of the infants it is said in Lord's Day 27: that they
ought 1o be baptized "since infanis as well as adulis be-
long to God's covenant and congregation”; "Through
Christ's blood the redemption from sin and the Holy Spirit,

adults" — "therefore, by baptism, as sign of the covenant,
they must be grafied into the Christian church and distin-
guished from the children of unbelievers. This was done in
the old covenant by circumcision, in place of which bap-
tism was instituted in the new covenant.”

it conflicts therefore with our Confessional Formulas
when it is taught that baptism is something essentially dif-
ferent, and that at baptism something else happens than
at circumcision; even so — as some teach — that this
“something else” could not happen before the outpouring
of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost; for this reason they also
present the baptism of John the Baptist as essentially dif-
ferent from the baptism which was instituted by the Lord
Jesus and was administered by the apostles. -

Consequently, it conflicts with our Confessional For-
mulas to put: it is not the promise of the covenant which is
sealed in baptism, but the inner regeneration, the having-
been-regenerated of the one who is baptized.

Not one word can be found in the Confessional For-
mulas as i, at baptism, the Holy Spirit ingrafts a child that
is already regengrated as a member into the body of
Christ, to live one life with Him. Not a word aboul "bap-
tismal grace.” We do say that they who are baptized "are
received into the Church of God and set apart from all oth-
er people and false religions, to be entirely commitied to
Him whose mark and emblem we bear.” Arl. 34.

The only ground for baptism which is given in our
Confessional Formulas is the command of God and the
promises of the covenant. And the answer to the question
to whom baptism is to be administered is nothing else
than: "he who shall believe”; that is: they who profess their
faith and their children. And these must be baptized: not
on the ground of a presumption - of a presumptive regen-
eration — but because the promises have been given o
them because they, too, belong to the covenant and are,
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therefore, children of the covenant. Baptism does not de-
cide about the question to whom of them, and when those
promises given are fulfilled by the Holy Spirit, so that they
personally in reality are or become partakers of the for-
giveness of sins and the renewing of heart. Baptism does
give the right and reason to pray for the application and
personal impartation, appealing to the promises given. On
the one hand, we are not allowed to limit God's sovereign-
ty, and on the other hand we are to hold on to the promis-
es given to the children of believers; so that "Godiearing
parents ought not to doubt the election and salvation of
their children whom God calls out of this life in their infan-
cy"; as is stated in the Five Arl., Chapter |, Art. 17.

Fifth Thesis

The Confessional Formulas teach as clearly as possible,
the INFRAlapsarianism, i.e. the doctrine that in His decree
God looked at man as HAVING FALLEN. For this reason
the SUPRA fapsarianism — iLe. the doctrine that in His de-
cree God looked at man as having not yet fallen and as
having not yet been created — may not be presented and
taught as the doctrine of the Reformed Churches, and
even much less be made the starting-point of the whole
doctrine of the tuth and of the ministry of the Word. Even
though there were also some of SUPRAlapsarian senti-
ment among the members of the Synod of Dort 1618/19,
yet this Synod did not accept the one as well as the other
senfiment, but only and unconditionally declared the
INFRAlapsarianism to be the doctrine of the Reformed
Churches; this doctrine was ultimately signed by each and
ith_his owr hand.

spect. Manifold aberrations have been tolerated. But the
supralapsarianism was even never submitied to the judg-
ment of a general synod. The stand of our churches is
and remains therefore the infralapsarian one, untif the
Confessional Formulas might be revised and changed. No
one can reasonably deny this.

For this reason all who have subscribed to the
Netherlands Reformed Confessional Formulas must de-
fend the infralapsarianism. Whoever has objections to the
infralapsarianism and is of the opinion that he can prove
from Holy Scripture that they are well-founded, has the
obligation to reveal these objections to the churches in the
legitimate way; and the churches are then called upon to
"examine” them. However, also in that case one has to
abide by the doctrine of the churches in one's preaching
and teaching, orally and in writing, as long as the Confes-
sion has not been changed in this point by the churches.

The same applies to all such objections.

The difference between these two sentiments already
in itself is not without great importance; judged by the zeal
with which many promote the supralapsarianism, the in-
fralapsarianism of the church is, in their eyes, an impossi-
ble doctrine, against which, however, they seem not to be
willing or nof to dare to oppose in the ecclesiastical way.
Particularly when the supralapsarianism is made the start-
ing-point of the ministry of the Word or of what is called
the "scientific" development of theology, or of both —
particularly in that case this sentiment becomes apparent
as being very dangerous for the sound doctrine according
to the Scriptures. Therefore also the teaching and propa-

The fact that after that Synod also the SUPRAlapsar-
ianism was taught and practically tolerated does not give
the least right to preach and teach that sentiment as be-
ing also Reformed, much less as THE Reformed senti-
ment. That which, in deviation from the Confession, is be-
ing temporarily taught and tolerated in a Church can in no
way change even in the least the contents and the right
of the Confession.

In Art. 16 of our Confession it is stated: "We believe
that, when the entire offspring of Adam plunged intc
perdition and in by the transgression of the first man,
God manifested Himself o be as He is: merciful and just.
Merciful, in rescuing and saving from this perdition those

gation-of-this-deviating-sentiment-is-to-be-opposed-—Such—
allegations as: deeper thoughts underlie the Confessional
Formulas; or: the scientific theology has its rights along-
side of the more practical Confessional Formulas; such al-
legations already begin to weaken the Confessional For-
mulas as formulas of the unity of the true faith, or {o push
them aside; and they can easily become the cause of the
introduction of all sorts of false teachings, under the name
of "Reformed Principles”, "Theology as Science,” and
such like.

Much could be said of the harmiful effects of these
teachings for the theology and for the minisiry of the
Word, for the inner life of the believers and for the practice
of godliness. In these FIVE THESES we have restricted

etc.” In these words we clearly confess that in the election
man is seen as created and fallen.

Likewise in Art. 17: "When He saw that man had thus
plunged himself into physical and spiritual death and
made himself completely miserable, etc.”

This is further confirmed in the Five Art., Chapter I,
Art. 7: "Election is the unchangeable purpose of God
whereby, before the foundation of the world . . . He has
chosen . . . a definite number of persons, neither better
nor more worthy than others, but with them involved in a
comimon Imisery . .

Likewise in Chamar I, Art. 10: "The cause of this gra-
cious election is solely the good pleasure of God. This
good pleasure does not consist in this . . . but in this, that
out of the common mass of sinners He adopted certain
persons to be His own possession.”

This stand was taken by that syned, and such in spite
of the fact that the supralapsarian stand was defended by
Gomarus and others, also with an appeal to Calvin.

The fact that supralapsarianism has been tolerated in
the churches does not change the Confession in any re-

ourselves mainly to pointing out that the teachings men-
tioned in them are not in accordance with our Reformed
Confessional Formulas. With modest candour we urge the
consistories, and the members of the congregations: seri-
ously to examine this writing and, if they are not able to
contradict that these theses and their explanation are
well-founded, with us o arise o maintain the Reformed
doctrine according to the Confessional Formulas and to
bar all that is not in accordance with it. In order that to-
gether we may be found faithful 1o the profession which
we have made before many witnesses, and in order that
the declaration and the promises to which all ministers of
the Reformed Churches solemnly have bound themselves
when they entered upon their office before the counte-
nance of the Lord and before the congregation may not
render us guilty before Him who walks in the midst of the
seven golden lampstands, and calls out also 1o us: "
know your works," and: "Lo, | come soon; hold fast what
you have, so that no one may seize your crown."! Rev, 2
and 3.

—~ To be continued
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Okanagan update!

By C. Van Spronsen

It is more than a year ago that the
church was instituted in Vernon, BC and
we would like to bring you up-to-date on
all the positive developments here in the
Okanagan Valley.

The Lord has greatly blessed us and
given us much reason for thankfulness.
Not only did we grow in number but there
was alsc a consolidation of a regular
church-life as we became more orga-
nized. Institution took place on November
1, 1987 with a iolal membership of 58. Al
the present time (the middie of January),
the church consists of 85 members.

Worship serwices are still held in
temporary meeting quarters, namely, the
chapel of a local funeral home. For other
aclivities use is made of the homes of

the members, aswell a5 & classroom of
one of the public schools. However, as
we continue to grow it is becoming more
difficult to accommodate larger gather-
ings, such as the Bible Study, in our
homes. A "good® problem to have, but
nevertheless a problem!

Some first steps are taken in allevi-
ating the difficulty of lacking proper facili-
ties. Last summer a property was pur-
chased within the city limiis of Vernon for
a future building site. The 247 acres
should be more than sufficient for the
construction of a church building, park-

ing facilities and perhaps even combined
school facilities in the future. Thanks to
many generous donations the debt on
the property is decreasing at a surprising
rate! We thank the Lord for this and trust
that in due time He will aiso pave the
way to take further sieps.

In the meantime we continue 1o in-
vestigate other opporiunities to rent or
lease more appropriate facilities. Present-
ly we are negotiating with a Presbyterian
church who may be vacating their build-
ing in the near future.

The trend of migration into the
Okanagan Valley seems io continue.
The economy looks good and especially
the city of Kelowna appears to be boom-
ing. Employment opporfunities are better
than they have been for years. Real es-
tate, compared to most other parts of the
country, is still reasonably priced, al-
though the trend is upward, following the
economy. The new and projected direct

highways connecting the Okanagan and
Fraser Valley do their part to boost the
interest in this area.

All indications are that the congrega-
fion will continue to grow as well, judging
from the number of inquiries and visits of
interested parties from all parts of Cana-
da. Be assurad that we welcome all and
that there is a need for further growth in
number and strength.

Since the church here is still young
and small, it is not vet feasible {o have
our own school, something families with
children will certainly take into consider-
ation. However, let this not be a deter-
rent, since it is exactly families with chil-
dren we need, to have this goal realized.

& Vernon Civic Centre
4 Okanagan Lake

if our parents would have remained wher-
ever there were Christian schools, not too
many new churches would ever have

| | boen established! We are workingon itl

Come and help us! (In the meantime we
make grateful use of an existing Chris-
tian [interdenominational] school which
offers the Grades 1-8.)

The Okanagan and the Shuswap
are still some of the most attractive holi-
day resort areas in British Columbia.
Tourists come flocking in during the
summer and this reflects in church atten-
dance as well. Atiendance has doubled,
yes, even fripled on several Sundays! it
is always an exciiing time and a most
appropriate place to meet old friends
and acquaintances.

interested in the Okanagan? Do ask
for information or betier yet, place i on
your itinerary for your holidays and come
and see for yourself! Find a good place
o live, strengthen the Okanagan broth-
erhood and contribute to the spread of
the churches throughout our beautiful

country,
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

CREEDS AND BAPTISM

Dear Editor,

A letter in this week's mail informs
me that "the consistory of Surrey has a lot
of readers from Clarion puzzled" As it is
not the church at Surrey that is causing
the confusion, but rather the comments
made about Surrey in various church bul-
letins and in your "News Mediey" (Year-
end issue 1988, p. 531), it may be benefi-
cial that you allow a few clarifying com-
ments to be made in your periodical.

First of ail, the comments made in
the "News Medley" are not clear as to
what the standpoint of the church at Sur-
rey actually is. One who reads only the
remarks made there is indeed left with
the question whether Surrey is perhaps
taking the view that church members are
bound only to the Apostles’ Creed and

——that-Surrey-is-perhaps-therefore request-—|-

ing synod to return to the historic formu-
lation of the Form for Baptism. Let it be
abundantly clear then that this is not
Surrey's position; as the letier to synod
reads "the church at Surrey does not for
one moment wish to reject the notion
that not just office-bearers but all mem-
bers of the church are bound o agree
with the Three Forms of Unity." Surrey
even goes so far as to quote at length
from various historical sources to show
that this has been the position of the Re-

formed-churches-alt-along—Reference-is—

made, for instance, to the days of the
Secession when parenis felt that they
could not have their children baptized in
unfaithful churches, precisely because
they understood the second question of
the Baplism Form as a reference to all
the doctrinal standards and they had dif-
ficulties with the way those standards
were being misused in their churches!
Similarly, in the discussions around the
Union of 1892 it is clearly undersiood by
both those who came from the Seces-
sion and from the Doleantie that no one
would be accepted as a member of the
newly formed church if he did not agree
with the Reformed Confession (cf. H.
Bouma, De Vereniging van 1882, Vuur-
baak, 1967, p. 132}.

Thus, it is the position of the church
at Surrey that those who need o ward
off a minimizing of the content of the
Christian's confession do not need a re-
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-catholic-character-of-the-words-it-delet-—|

formulation of any liturgical forms, as
this has always been the historic posi-
tion of the Reformed church. The church
that has instructed her members in the
Reformed faith surely does not expect
her members to confess and maintain
anything other or less than that in which
they have been instructed. Besides ig-
noring history, anyone who seeks sup-
port for a minimizing of credal content in
the phrase "articles of the Christian faith"
has not sufficiently considered that
phrase in the context of the entire ques-
tion, and anyone who looks to Question
and Answer 22 of the Catechism for ad-
ditional support has not adequately con-
sidered what the Catechism has said
earlier about faith ("all that God has re-
vealed to us in His Word . . .," answer
21) and about the gospel ("first revealed
in Paradise . . .," answer 19). A Chris-
tian's- confession-is- exceedingly broad;—
encompassing Genesis to Revelation,
every Word that has proceeded from the
mouth of God — much more than even
all the Reformed standards contain!

The concern of the church at Surrey
is, however, that while needlessly desir-
ing to clarify that which was clear by
changing "and in the arlicles of the
Christian faith" to "summarized in the
Creeds” (1980) and then to "summa-
rized in the confessions” (1983}, these
synods overlocked the historical and

ed. Surrey has illustrated that the words
"and in the articles of the Christian faith"
date back to the days of the Reforma-
tion, and that there is a significant rea-
son why Reformed churches have al-
ways maintained them. Dr. C. Trimp re-
minds us about their significance when
he writes that "The second baptismal
question asks for agreement with the
doctrine of the church. This has been an
element of the administration of baptism
since antiquity. For there can be no bap-
tisrn without profession of the faith of the
church . . . . We find that doctrine of the
church in the Holy Scriptures. It is also
the content of the doctrine of the church
‘here,' i.e. of this Reformed church. Be-
tween those two, there is a noteworthy
reference to the summary of the doctrine
of the Holy Scriptures in the Apostolic
Confession of Faith. This is a direct ref-

of having the person fo be baptized
make profession of his faith in the Tri-
une God. The Apostolic Creed originat-
ed and developed as a baptismal con-
fession. Therefore it speaks in the singu-
lar ({ believe = Credo). . .. Thus we have
here a precious inheritance from the ear-
ly Christian liturgy!" (my transtation of C.
Trimp, De Gemeente en haar Liturgies:
een Leesboek voor Kerkgangers, Van-
denBerg, 1983, p. 188). It appears that
whenever this matter was dealt with by
previous synods, they were unaware of
the historical significance of these words
and without providing grounds did away
with it in @ much too hasty manner. If
clarification is necessary as to the bind-
ing character of the confessions on all,
let it then be made elsewhere (e.g., in
the Form for Profession of Faith), but let
us not give up this heirloom of the

dear also that which displays her
catholic character!

Furthermore, be assured that the
church at Surrey is not appealing a deci-
sion of synod. The word “appeal” is not
used by us. it is no more than a request
by Surrey 1o go back to the original for-
mulation. That also takes away Rev.
VanOene's concern about how Surrey
can be wronged by something that it ini-
tiated in the first place (a remark that
was news o the present office-bearers

hand in this regretiable departure from
the original formulation, then it seems
most likely that they did so unaware as
well of the true significance of the words
under discussion.

Let it be clearly understood however
that there is no altempt being made o
depart from the historic Reformed faith,
but rather the opposite — to preserve also
this element held dear by previous gener-
ations. What is being atternpted, already
well before the suggestion was made, is
what was suggested elsewhere by the
Rev. Cl. Stam: "lt may be a wise move for
a future Synod, when properly asked fo
do so on solid grounds, to retum to the
old expression ‘summarized in the arti-
cles of the Christian faith.” We would then
be more in line with history, indeed”
(Clarion, February 13, 1988, p. 80).

G.H. VISSCHER

erence to the ancient Christian practice

- Churchl-Surely-a Reformed church-holds—

—of-Surrey;-by-the-way!)—-Surrey-had-a——



UR LITTLE MAGAZINE

By Aunt Betly

Hello Busy Beavers,

Sometimes a wsv Beaver asks me
"How many members are in our i::zut:s'?
Today | thought ‘w&dd count them.

What's your guess
How many mam’i}ers do vou think we have?
¥l teli you
We have Z?é} Busy Beavers in our Clubl
We live all over Canada, a few much, much farther r away.
But in Cur Little Magazine we share birthday wishes, posems,
pictures, puzzles, stories and MORE.
Of course we always need more members!
And of course we need your letlers!
re you good at making pictures 7 Or stories? Or poems?
Other Busy Beavers will love vou for sharing them!

Look in the QUIZ TIME section for a very 8 nemm puzzle by a

Busy Beaver who lives far, far away in irian Jaya.

Winter Fun

by Busy Beaver Clifford VanderSiuis

Time for BIRTHDAY WISHES!

We alt join in wishing these Busy Beavers a very happy
tirthday and marv happy returns of the day! May you have a
reat time celebrating with vour family and friends, and may
our heavenly Father walch over you and bless you in the vear

ansd
~ MARCH ~

7@

o]
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Busy Beavers, lel's surprise our FAR-AWAY-BUSY-
BEAVERS with a birthday card! Let's show them they really
belong to g CLUBI

Send your card soon!
Busy Beavers Corinne Versteeg (birthday on March 3) and

Emily Vegter (birthday on Aprit 11) share the same address:

The Reformed International Schooi
Box 239, Sentan
irian Jaya, Indonesia

FROM THE MAILBOX
I Welcome to the Busy Beaver Club, frene
| Bikker Be sure io w*e ait our ac‘%vﬁ.%m irene.
Look in these issues of Clarfon to find names of
people who would like a ;’; n;aaE; January 28, 1888,
September 16, 1588, March 4, 1988, Be bold, lrene, you write
them the first letier! Be sure to write and tell me when you gst
a pen pall

And a big welcome 1o you, 100, Ci‘:‘ff@fd Vandersiuis. Have

Gi_é been able o skale on your g’mﬁ yet, Clifford? Do you

help look after the animals on your farm? ”*ye for now.

W‘w have you made with your BLACKTRON Logo, :Si
art Schenkef? Wil you send us a picture of €7 Is yvour colia
bong all better, Stuan, so that you can skate? Sounds fo m e
as if you had lots of fun on your Sania Claus evening!

Hello, Barbara Kobes. W was good o hear from yod
again. You sert in your spring woerdsearch in ';:ﬁﬁ"‘y of tirne,
see. Good thinking! | know the Busy Beavers will enjoy az
Thank you!

And thank vou for a very interesting wordsearch, Emily
Vegter, alse for avery interesting letier. | think your little sister

emmeg ou, oo, Emily. Usually that's mutual, right?

vcu have been 4@5\; husy, Aebecca Siefl Good for
v@w De you practise on your violin every day, Rebecca? And
is your little sister walking yet? Bye for now. Write again soon.

Good saying on your new nighishint, Maria Stefl Sounds
as if you got really spoiled! | ake it you had a good holiday,
Maria. Thank you for the puzzie.

Did you see, 7#‘” Verhey, just under the fitle "From the
Mailbox" are dates of Clarions where you will find names of
Busy Beavers who would tike pen pals? You write the mai el-
ter, Timl | hope you find a like-minded, faithiul pen pal. Be
sure 1o let me know when you do!

H@:zaw vf?fgaro; De Wit 1t was good io hear from you
again. I'm glad you enjoyed the quizzes. Do you have snow for
SO we wirtter fun, ‘v*a,fsc,.f et? Bye tor now. Wriie again soon.

Pen pai wanted!

Who will exchange |
frens Si?ffeé’ { dge 10} !
3340 - 48 Street South Wast | 4
C}ai@,arf’, ‘Alberta |
T3E3Y3 !

atters with

Tim Verhey
1776 Sunny Cres

Kentwood 49508

| Michigan, U.S.A,

sk South East



Quiz Time !

Mission Stations and Foods of IRIAN JAYA
by Busy Beaver Emily Vegter

too!

FIND:

Wanggemalo
Manggelum
Yaniruma
Butiptiri

kangkung (local spinach)
babi (pig)

nasi {rice)

ulat {larva)

ubi (cassava)

sago (main food)
ikan (fish)

buah (fruit)

pala (nutmeg)
bia (snail)

Kawagit
Kaisah
Amazu
Kouh
Boma
Tiau

Busy Beaver Theresa Bredenhof has a puzzle for you,

MX—~ = —~>I~
HImwcn<
WCrODTM<>mm
WMO>C®OMmM-——
_—Zomy —

If you read UP and DOWN you will find
Write the sentence here:

Bye for now, Busy Beavers.
Hope to "see"you all, next time.

7 The leftover letiers make a sentence that tells something |

about us.

Love to all from
Aunt Betly

Consulaat-Generaal
Der Nederlanden

CONSULATE-GENERAL
OF THE NETHERLANDS

One Dundas Street West
Box 2, Suite 2106
Toronto, Ontario M5G 123
Phone: (416) 598-2520

OPSPORING ADRESSEN:

DUDEN, Friedrich Otio Ernst, geboren
op 20 juni 1923, laatstbekende adres
in Nederland: Weverstraat 24A, Go-
rinchem. Naar Canada vertrokken op
20 juni 1968.
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EDELENBOS, Lucas, geboren op 24 ju-
ni 1923 te Enkhuizen, laatstbekende
adres in Nederland: K. Amsielstraat
12A, Amsterdam. Naar Canada
verirokken op 29 juni 1966. Laatst-
bekende adres: 46 Drake Bivd., Bra-
malea, Ontario.

VAN DE GElJN-van Staveren, Francina
Cornelia, geboren op 28 mei 1924 te
Rotterdam. Naar Canada vertrokken
op 7 juli 1963.

HOFFMAN, Johan Doeije Willem, ge-
boren op 11 augustus 1934 te
Utrecht, laatstbekende adres in Ne-
derland: Prof. R. Boslaan 12, Utrechi.

Naar Canada vertrokken op 7 augus-
tus 1959,

KES, Aart, geboren op 20 juni 1923, laatst-
bekende adres in Nederland: 3e Vogel-
straat 4, Amsterdam. MNaar Canada
vertrokken op 15 augustus 1955.

VAN DE(R/N) BlJ-de Vries, Janke, ge-
boren op 22 februari 1933. Laaist-
bekende woenplaats in Canada: Ket-
tieby, Ontario.

De Consul Generaal,
voor deze:

Mevr. G. SCHNITZLER
Kanselier



