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T I courage oiners wno would Tike

EDITORIAL

A case won

This time we deal with some small items in our Editorial.
in the first place we pay attention to what we read in the Church
News issue of February 21, 1988, of the church in Carman.
The Rev. P.K.A. de Boer writes there to his congregation at
the end of his “‘Pastoralia’

As you probably heard in the news broadcasts already,
the case of Belty and Christina Vandermeulen has been
won. This is also a point which will appear on the agenda
for tormorrow evening. An explanation of what was done and
what happened will be given. in this case, we are certainly
thankful that the Lord has granted the freedom to honour
Him.

In the meantime the explanation must have been given at the
congregational meeting. What was this case that reached even
the news on the radio? Betty and Christina Vandermeulen are
nurses in Carman’s General Hospital. Nurses are mostly united
in a secular nurses’ union. We hear and read about striking
nurses. Betty and Christina Vandermeulen had religious ob-

porting it. They made their objections known and acted ac-
cordingly. It ook a struggle that lasted a few years. In their
struggle they got support from the brotherhood, and especially
from the Rev. de Boer. The end is that, under the blessing of
the Lord, their battle was won. We congratulate them with it.
Freedom of religion has been maintained.

This fact is not only important for Betty and Christina
Vandermeulen personally. It is also of great significance for
the congregation in Carman as a whole, as mother Vander-
meulen said. Here a precedent has been set.

in Carman not too many jobs are available. There is not
much industry and there are not many businesses. For years
already young people have had to go elsewhere to find a job.

to work as anurse in Carman to follow the road of Betty and
Christina.

Being a nurse, taking care of sick and suffering people,
is a beautiful career, one in which Christian compassion can
be shown in a special way. Many a Reformed girl may con-
sider becoming a nurse in a hospital, while, at the same time,
hesitating to go in that direction because of objections against
membership in a secular nurses’ union in which the philosophy
of an antichristian revolutionary spirit is dominating, which can
mean the compulsion to go on strike. It is good that in Car-
man it has been shown that the battle for religious freedom
in this matter can still be won. It is encouraging to read this.

Perhaps an explanation about what happened and what
was done can be given to the readers of Clarion.

Small churches need support

i have onmy desk two “letters.” The one is written by the
Rev. G.Ph. van Popta, minister of the church at Ottawa; the
other comes from the hand of br. Isaac Smit, member of the
church at Calgary. These churches belong to the smalier ones

most, if not all, churches in the U.S.A. are small. The letters
will be placed in the order in which they came in. (See pages
170, 171.) Both contain the request: consider moving to our
area to strengthen our membership, and to build up our con-
gregation so that through an increase in membership we will
be able to do more and become independent.

I would like to underline this request here. Let, for instance,
young couples consider moving away from the big congrega-
tions in our midst. Consider a move to beautiful Ottawa or in-
teresting Calgary. Or consider Halifax. Why not? Or Vernon?
Or give it a thought to try Biue Bell, Pennsylvania, or Laurel,
Maryland, in the U.S.A., although these last two might be
somewhat difficult through immigration restrictions.

Anyway, let those among us who are in such a position
consider work and dwelling opportunities in places where one
of the smaller churches is situated. It is good to spread out.
We have received a dwelling place and, therewith, a Christian
calling in our two countries on this North American continent.
restricted to some confined areas.

Certainly, there can be many reasons not to move to a
smaller congregation. We are more and more established. The
smaller churches are rather isolated. They do not have a
school. There are family ties that bind. Economically it can be
easier to stay where you are. Probably one can come up with
many more arguments. However, with such, for the smaller
churches, negative reasons they will remain small and, in cer-
tain ways, restricted. To mention now only this point: if there
is no increase in membership, it will remain difficult to set up
a Canadian Reformed school, while an increase in member-
ship will facilitate it.

Besides, let me mention anocther advantage. When you

—are @ member of a large congregation, you easily are one of
the many. There is the danger (Is it not a real danger?) that
you can disappear easily into the big crowd. You are there
together with so many others that you can avoid being active-
ly busy in congregational life. You don’t have to get involved.
You are not really missed if you do not want to be. Moreover,
it is easy for a person not o be actively involved and to let
others bother and do the work.

This danger is far less present in a small congregation.
The active participation of all is not only needed but also urged
upon you. You get drawn in much sooner. And for those who
see it as their calling to participate actively, as living stones,
in the upbuilding of the church for which Christ gave His life,
such a membership in one of the smaller churches is a good
opportunity to work with and develop the God-given talents.
(Here | do not deny that this is also possible and a calling for
all in a larger church.) It is also a good and healthy thing to
know and to experience that you are needed and that you can
mean something for others. Active participation, in turn, can
increase the awareness of the Christian calling and the duties
we have in church and society.

in our federation. They are not the only ones in Canada, while
166

Therefore | would say, consider the message that comes



from two small churches in the federation. With the right Chris-
lian attitude and the willingness to serve, membership in a
small congregation can be a blessing for these churches as
well as for those who join them.

A book on paedocommunion
(Children at the table of the Lord)

in one of the recent issues of Nederlands Dagblad the
readers were informed about troubles in the (synodical) Re-
formed Church and Consistory in Wierden, the Netherlands,
in connection with the guestion whether children should go to
the table of the Lord and partake in the celebration of the Lord’s
Supper or not. One of the general synods of these churches,
held in the more recent past, left it up to the local churches
and their consistory to make the celebration of the Lord’s Sup-
per a family affair by allowing children to participate or to abide
by the old way in which children are not allowed to take part
untif they have made public profession of faith.

Part of the consistory and congregation of this church
thought that the matier had been discussed long enough and
that the time had come to let children participate. However,
there came such an opposition from the conservative part of

dren) is being discussed in other churches as well, while there
are also denominations where the matter is not a question
anymore and children are participating with their parents. What
are the arguments in favour? What are the grounds not to ac-
cede to it? What does history teach us on this point? How
should we think about this matter? What is in accordance with
our Reformed Standards and Forms? What does the Bible say?
Clarion received a letter in which & book is announced that
deals with this matter. The author is Dr. Leonard J. Coppes
(9181 Vine St., Thornton, CO. 80229, U.S.A ). He gave the book
the title “Daddy, may | take the Lord’s Supper? Paedocom-
munion Versus the Bible.”” Prepublication cost is U.8. $10. —
plus postage. The book can be ordered from the author.
The letter mentions that the book deals with arguments
pro and con, with exegetical and theological considerations,
with the history of this matter, and shows that children’s com-
munion should not be accepted. Dr. Coppes approaches the
matter from a Reformed point of view. Since | have not read
the book | cannot do more than give this information to the
readers of Clarion and add the remark: it is good to study this
matter and listen to the argumentation, so that we can say more
clearly why we reject the participation of children at the Sup-

the congregation that the old way was maintained.
The question of paedocommunion (communion of chil-

per of the Lord.

J. GEERTSEMA

ce—— How we should not and ho

Politics.

the area of politics

This is the second part of an introduction delivered at an ARPA meeting in Chilliwack, BC, on January 15, 1988.

The separation of Abraham and his
natural posterity was to be there only un-
tit the day when the Seed, that is, when
Christ Jesus would have been born and
would have fulfilled His task as the Me-
diator between God and man. Now in
Christ Jesus there is neither Jew nor
Greek, neither man nor woman, neither
slave nor free.

However, has the separation as such

2 ! ’

is now composed of people from many
nations and tongues and races and coun-
tries; but they all together are still as
separated from this world and the un-
believing part of the human race as they
were before the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit: you are a holy nation, the Lord says
in His Word. The apostle Peter writes 1o
the believers as to aliens and exiles, that
is as people who are separated from the
rest of mankind. Once, in the days when
God’s Word and promises were restricted
o Abraham’s natural children, they were
no people, but now they have become
God’s people. You are the children of
Abraham, the apostle Paul writes.

As children of Abraham, we are still
a separate nation, a holy nation. And the
Church today still sings the same words:
He gave His Word to Jacob and His or-
dinances to Israel; thus He did not deal
with any nation.

As, in Old Testament days, God

spoke only to Israel, so in the New Testa-
ment times God speaks only to His
Church, the Church of Christ. And to
HER, not to the world, has He revealed
His will. The Lord Jesus Christ has re-
vealed to us God’s eternal counsel and
will concerning our redemption.

When, in our Catechism, we ask why
we still have to do good works, we answer
that the Lord Jesus Christ does not stop
__halfway: He not only has delivered us, He

In Old Testament days the Lord let
the nations wander in their own ways, the
ways which they had chosen for them-
selves. He did not send His prophets to
them to make His will known to them; and
when He did send a prophet — Jonah —
this prophet had the task to tell the peo-
ple that the Lord was going to turn Nine-
veh upside down.

In our days it also pleases the Lord
not to speak to the nations, but only to His

also renews us after His own image. How
does the Lord Jesus Christ renew us? He
renews us by enabling us through His
Spirit to prove ourselves grateful in the
manner as indicated by God’s revealed
will.

My only conclusion can be that
God’s revealed will has been given only
to the Church of Christ and applies only
to her. I cdn find no ground in God’s Word
to substantiate the claim that God’s com-
mandments have also been given to this
world, to the human race as such and that
it is our duty or the duty of the civil
authorities to follow these command-
ments, a duty of which we are to convince
them and to remind them constantly.

Not only, therefore, do we have no
right to impose our own views on others,
we have no right either to impose the will
of God on others. His will has been
revealed and given to His Church only,

not to the human race as such.

Church. He leis the nations walkintheir

own ways, ways which must lead to ruin
and destruction. in the midst of a crook-
ed and perverse generation the Lord
preserves for Himself a Church, that
separate people. To them He spoke, o
them He speaks, to them He has made
known His will as a rule for their gratitude
that in this manner they should be pre-
served with the salvation obtained for
them.

it will be clear from what | have said
so far that | agree with the statement that
we should not impose our views on
others, be it that | reach this conclusion
in a totally different way. My basis is not
a plurality of society and the need 1o let
each segment of the population develop
according to their own character and
background. My basis is not even the
thesis that whoever demands freedom of
worship for himself should also grant the
same to others.
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My basis is the iotally
cter of the Church as the people of God,
s the children of Abraham, as the ex-

clusive community to which the LORD
God has spoken and continues to speak
while bypassing the rest of mankind.

in the Church no idolatry should be
tolerated, as the LORD God says, “You
shall have no other gods before Me.” But
God did not speak these words 1o the out-
side world; thus no effort should be made
to forbid and ban all witcheraft and super-
sitition, all fortunetelling and worship of
false gods. This would be necessary IF
the LORD’s commandments applied o
the world. Then we should do our best to
have such laws enacted as would elimi-
nate all these things from the life of the
nation and of its citizens. However, | do
not think that anyone among us would
wish to go that far. Yet it would be
necessary if the LORD’s commandments
covered the whole human race.

We are o be thankful for any trace
of Christian influence which can still be
noticed in various laws in our own coun-
iry and in other countries. itis a sad thing
when it is tried more and more to elimi-
nate these traces of Christian influence.
This, too, is a sign that we are coming
cioser to the appearing of our Saviour.

However, it is NOT ourtask fotry to
impose upon our fellow-citizens or upon
our nation as such the will of the Lord

_which has besen revealed o.-us-as the
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ourselves be guided by
word of our Saviour that we a
of the earth and the light to

This right away
separating ourselves to such an extent
that we are living on an island in the sea
of the human race and that, as the ana-
baptist groups do, we abstain from ali
sorts of things, content with living our own
sheliered life and not showing any con-
cern for the surrounding world which is
condemned anyway in the sight of God.

[ am afraid that in the past such a

pirit was found too much among us, too.
here were and are tendencies to lock
urselves up within our own rather small
community without any contact with the
outside world. It took ages, so o speak,
before brothers made themselves a can-
didate for local councils or before there
was any sign of political action in our
midst.

The reasons for this may have to be
sought partially in the immigrant status of
our people, but | am convinced that there
was also a perhaps not-so-small measure
of isolationism which did not sprout from
Reformed conviction but from basically
anabaptist tendencies.

it is, therefore, to be applauded that
in more and more congregations the
political awareness is increasing and that
there are more and more members
among us who are active in political life.
--Whenthese brothers-sue i

&
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However, are we allowed to say that
we have fulfilied our task when we have
worked for brothers 1o be elected and
when we taste the sweetness of victory?
Are we then fo leave it up to them to do
what basically is the task of all? Is it then
permiited to take an attitude such as is
oftentimes taken in the Church: we have
the consistory for this or that, let them do
it: or “We have the schoolboard for this
task, so it is their baby”'?

We have not fulfilled our political task
once wé have succeeded in having bro-
thers elected to a government position.

YOU are the salt of the earth, the
Lord said, and the Light that is to shine
in this world.

Let us leave the imagery of the light
out of the picture and confine ourselves
to the symbol of the salt.

in the first place we are reminded
here of our obligation to retain and main-
tain our own character. if the salt loses
its saliness, the Lord Jesus said, it is good
for nothing any more. This means that
also when we go out and take part in
political life, we should not deny our own
character or conviction, but make them
known to others, making clear that only
when the path is followed which does not
bring into conflict with the will of our God,
the true interest of the population and
country is served and promoted.

The question has been raised why
those-who-profess-to-be Christians-have-

guide for our thankfulness for the salva-
tion obtained for us by Christ.

How, then, one may ask, should we
try to influence the area of political life?

Or should we be content with the fact
that the L.ord has spoken and speaks 1o
us as His people and for the rest lsave
this ungodly and corrupt world to itself,
permitling it to dig its own grave even
further?

Of course not. As citizens of our
country we have our obligations, our call-
ing also towards our fellow-citizens.

it will not be necessary to elaborate

. ,V L1E
taining a council seat and become an
alderman or receive any other function in
government, we are to be thankiul for this
and 1o remember them in our prayers that
they may fulfii their task to the benefit of
the citizens. They need much wisdom for
this task, since their whole course of ac-
tion is to be determined by the love
towards God above all and the love to-
wards the neighbour as 1o themseives.

in all their actions, their deliberations
and decisions these brothers — as we all
are — are bound by the will of God and
by the summary of God's Word as we

an the neesd to live as children of our
Father who is in heaven, giving a good
example {o those who are without. There
are many places in the Holy Scriptures
where we are fold these things. They
must be able to see our godly walk, we
are told, so that they may glorify our
Father who is in heaven. They may be
wondering, we read, why you are not par-
taking with them in all sorts of filthiness
and dirty practices, but at least they wiil
have to acknowledge that you are dif-
ferent and that you live in accordance
with what you confess.

We are not speaking now of our god-
ty walk and the need for it; nor are we
speaking here now about the task to
nake God’s Word known 1o others in
order that they, too, may come to the faith
in Christ Jesus the Saviour. The matter
of evangelism does not enter the picture
when we speak about our political task.

What we are to bear in mind and let
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have adopted it in our confessions. The
will of God may, then, not apply to the
world cutside the Church, when Church-
members go out and are active in political
life, they are bound indeed by what the
LORD has revealed in His Word, and by
their promises made at their public pro-
fession of faith.

it is only when they remain faithful
also in this point, that they can be a real
blessing for the community in which they
have received their position. This is not
fo say that we have 1o impose on others
that by which we are bound or that, if we
cooperate with others, we by that very
fact deny our confession. it is only if
are asked o do something or to agre
something which brings us info conflict
with God’s Word or with what we have
confessed to be the truth that we have to
refuse or — if we don't refuse to go along
with that — could be justly accused of for-
saking our solemn declarations.

1 can make our influence be felt. s it not

i

not had a far greater influence on the
whole course of events than they did have
in reality. if we take the fotal number of
those who profess to be Christians, we
come to a large percentage of the popula-
tion. Their influence, howsver, is dis-
proportionately small. ‘
One of the main reasons for this
dismal failure to influence political life to
a larger extent is that they made and
make g distinction between or even
separate their being a Christian and their
being a citizen, between the Sunday and

_the other days of the week. Tosingtothe

praise of God in church is one thing; to
be in business or in politics is something
else.

There the salt loses its saltness and
thus is good for nothing.

When Christians go out and take part
in the political life of the country, they
must not become like the others, but re-
tain their Christian convictions, values,
standards and lifestyle. We should not
form a segregated part of society, vet
show that we have been separated by
God to be His special people; then others
can see from us what obedience to the
will of the Lord avails.

There are various ways in which we

so that oftentimes what minorities lach
number they make up for in convicti
and commitment?

We do not have to look far for ex-
amples.

Just a few weeks ago it was

on

an-



nounced that the sealhunt at the east-
coast was to be discontinued in its organ-
ized and licensed form. This was the fruit
of the actions of a rather small group of
people, but this small group of people
was and is very vociferous and active.
They have succeeded in causing millions
of dollars in damage by mobilizing their
group and causing its influence be felt in
Europe and other countries.

The whole swinging around of the
federal and several provincial govern-
ments into the direction of women’s
rights, or equality and, more recently, of
daycare-centres — as if the care for the
children of couples that are both working,
is the responsibility of the nation and not
of the parents themselves — is the fruit
of the loud demonstrations and actions
of a rather small minority which claims to
speak on behalf of all the women and by
their determination have succeeded in
steering the federal government into their
direction.

We could mention more things, but
I should not occupy the whole evening.

The above may suffice in showing
that oftentimes it is only a small minority
which imposes its will upon the large -
largely silent — majority. A small group
of determined and dedicated communists
oftentimes succeeds in taking over a
whole country. And once they are in the
saddle, there are always the masses

—which eagerly-jump-the-bandwagen.——|

One of the first requirement for our
political involvement is that we are to be
fully convinced of our own cause and are
dedicated to it, determined to give our all
for it. Then we shall also be prepared to
speak out.

No, we shall refrain from demonstra-
tions and pressure-tactics. Those are
worldly means from which we are to ab-
stain. But there are other ways and
means to be heard and to have our in-
fluence to be noticed.

It is a fact that politicians are very
constituents. One of the ways in which we
can make our influence be felt is via let-
ters to our members of parliament, or
telephone calls to their office. Time and
again we notice that these things are be-
ing appreciated and that they are taken
into account. At the vote in the matter of
capital punishrment which was taken in
parliament, the calls to the constituency
offices and the letters received by the
members of parliament certainly put
weight into the scales. How often did we
make use of this way which is open to all?
We can be sure that the opponents of the
capital punishment did make their feel-
ings known and that they did not fail to
write letters and to make phone-calls.
How many of our people did do this?

And then there are the newspapers
and the periodicals.

Almost each and every publication
has a column for letters to the editor. How

possibility? These letters are read not on-
ly by the editors to whom they nominally
have been addressed, but by the readers
as well.

It is especially the local papers ~— of
which, fortunately, there are still a great
deal — that are excellent means to pro-
pagate the truth also for the political life.

Recently there was a good reply in
the Times in Abbotsford to the accusation
that people who voted in favour of Sun-
day closing were stupid. Arguments in let-
ters to the editor come to the attention of
a large and wide circle of readers.

We should watch out, of course, and
see to it that we do not render ourselves
ridiculous by writing too often and about
all sorts of things. However, as there are
hundreds of us here down in the Valley
who could take turns, this danger would
not be very great, if only many take part.
Until now, however, | have not seen many
letters to the editor from our own people,
most of whom | know, be it some only
by name.

You could say, of course, that there
were not many letters from my own hand
either, and you are right. |, too, have
to learn many things still, and shall do
my best to show some improvement. We
all are here to learn from one another,
aren’t we?

I must say that the few times | did
write a letter to the editor, | received
--favourable-phone calls and comments

influence the political area of life is atten-
ding all candidates meetings or com-
municating our convictions and concerns
to the candidates in the weeks before the
election takes place. Or by writing letters
to them afier they have been elected and
are in office. It is my own experience that
letters writien to elected officials are be-
ing read and that they are taken into ac-
count. Sometimes an impersonal reply is
received, sometimes, however, argu-
ments are either accepted or politely
acknowledged without commitment.
Whether they have any effect is some-
thing which we are to leave up to the
Lord.

One thing which | haven’t mention-
ed until now is, of course, what the apos-
tle Paul writes : that he wants interces-
sions to be made for kings and princes
and all who are in authority, in order that
we may lead a quiet and peaceable life
in all godliness and honesty.

The prayer of the righteous avails
much, James writes. But the same writer
assures us that words without actions are
worthless. Prayer without practice does
not avail much. Pray and work, we are
told.

There must be many more possibili-
ties than | have touched upon. However,
this is only an introduction to the discus-
sion. It is for the one to point out the basis;
it is for the other to build on it.

If | have contributed something either

from unexpected quarters. And then
there is the fruit which we may never
notice and about which we may never
learn.

Another way in which we are able to

many of our people have made use of this

to the former or to the latter, the many

hours spent on preparing for this evening
will have been rewarded richly.

VO
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Never will | forget the landscape as
we saw it that day. The two rivers with
thelr forested borders, tha fertile valleys
and the green plains stretched out to the
distant movuntaing, After the barren prairie
#was like a reward, as the promised iand.
A paradise, a place to stay forever]

This is how George F. King expressed
his feelings when in 1875 he and his men
had arrived at the junction of Bow and
Elbow Rivers. As RCMP officer he made
camp there and Fort Calgary was insti-
tuted. The scensty has changed substan-
tially in the short time since he arrived.
Now. only two kilometers (o the West the
impressive downiown area of the city of
Calgary rises up. It is the core of a city
of 628,000 people. Just two kilometers to
the sast of the same site we find the Deer-
foot Trall, & freeway which makes cross-
ing the 30 km. long traverse
city a-mere 20 minge whizz,

The mountains are still there, how-
ever, and Calgary still is a great place 1©
live. Where slse does one find wide open
country, a healthy climate, minimal pollu-
tion, all the faciiities of a big city and the
rugged beauty of the Rocky Mountains so
close together? Banff, heart of the cidest
and probably best known of our national
parks is ondy a 90 minute drive away while
Kananasiis Country, a provincial park in
the forested foothills, is only half that
far. Besides providing us with all those

recregtionad facilities, |

““moderate the lemperature exiremss that
are s0 characteristic of the prairies. The

through the

o~

Trinity United Church,
where services of
Calgary's Canadian
Reformed Church
are held

summers do not get too hot and the win-
ters are fairly mild due 1o the Chinook.
Thiz warm, dry wind i common during
the winter months and is welcomed by (al-
most) everyone. The climate is neither
humid nor arid in Calgary; towards the
mountainsg precipiiation increases and
eastwards it is drier. The snow rarely
creates prebiems while after a short drive
west one can enjoy all the winter sporis
like cross-couniry and downhill skiing.
in September 1981 the Olympic com-

mitiee recognized Calgary’s potential and |

chose it as site of the 15th Olympic Winter
Games. The sports facilities in the city
can be ranked among the best in North
America. They include the Saddiedome
and the only covered 400 metre skating
rink on the Amarican continent. Tha ity
also has an exceilent university, the SAIT
{the Southern Alberta Institute of Tech-
nology), and Mount Royal Coliege.
Gur city owes much of the growth t©
the oil business, which was sspecially
strong between 1945 and 1880. During
those years about half a million people

]
_rssponded-io-the-oilrush and-moved-o

Calgary. In the early eighties, howaver,
the economy went sour and the growih

dropped rapidly. Although unemployment
certainly created problems the total pop-
ulation never decreased. The last fow
vears Calgary has gained an imporiant
position as financial and adminisirative
centre. The economy has more or less
stabilized and (without the Olympics)
the unemployment is at about the same
isvel as the nation’s. The population also
shows a strong growth again.

Just a couple of blocks from where
the old Fort Calgary used {0 be is a buiid-

_ing ot the United Church. Inthis largered—

prick building we also have our worship
services as Canadian Reformed Church.
it is a small congregation and the mem-
bership is scatiered over a large area.
During the recession many members left
the area and in 1883 also Rev. D. Dedong
ieft, responding to a call from Burlington,
Ontario. After four years Calgary now
has in Rev. R. Schouten its own minister
again. Classical support is still necessary,
however,

For wo years thers has been a school
society now, and if God blesses the plans
ofthe membershipthere Wil be 3 '
dian Reformed school as of September
1985, it will not be easy the first two years
but there i3 a strong commitment among
the mambership.

We in Calgary like the city and its
surrounding area. We hope and pray that
the Lord will continue 1o bless this con-
gregation. i is very imporiant 1o see some
families move in. It would make a lot of
things sasier here. The congregation is
known for I8 hospitality, which is enjoyad
by many during the summer months, i
you aré thinking of moving, consider Cal-
gary! Probably vou wo will agree with
George King and say: His 2 place to stay
forevert

For turther information concerming
church, school, jobs or housing, contact:

ISAAC SMIT
113 Bermondsey Way N.W,
Calgary, AB T3K 1Vs




Ottawa’s challenge!

Several months ago | read br. J. de
Haas’s captivating new book entitled And
Replenish the Earth (New Westminster:
Covenant Pub., 1887). In this book the
author writes about his experiences as an
immigrant in Canada, the various domes-
tic and ecclesiastical struggles he under-
went, and the events which led to the
institution of the first Canadian Reformed
Church.

You will recognize that the title of this
book comes from Genesis 1:28 (KJV).
There the Lorp God told Adam, “Be
fruitful and multiply, and replenish the
earth and subdue it; and have dominion
over [it].” This command of God was
given again to Noah in Genesis 9:1: “Be
fruitful and multiply, and replenish the
earth.”

After reading this book | could not
heip thinking to myself, ‘“‘How obedient

“are we being to this command? Howsuc—

cessful have we beenin replenishing (fill-
ing) the earth?”

Most of us Canadian Reformed peo-
ple are of immigrant stock. It is true for
the bulk of us that our grandparents and
parents immigrated to this massive con-
tinent from the Netherlands. They felt free
to leave the land of their fathers and
mothers because of this command to fill
the earth and because they knew that,
since Pentecost, the people of God are
not bound to a certain geographical area.

_They knew that they were not tied down

to an earthly Jerusalem but that the Jeru-
salem above was their mother.

Our parents had vision; the blood of
pioneers coursed through their veins.
They left the coziness of home for the
hardship and frustrations of life in a new
country. And when it became apparent
that they could not, in good conscience,
bind themselves to any existing church,
they did not run for the docks to return
to the old country. They believed that if
they were faithful to God and His Word,
He would be faithful to them. And so
Canadian Reformed churches were in-
stituted — one here, one there, all across
Canada, with one in the United States.

That was almost forty years ago. The
number forty is an important number in
Scriptures (see any good Bible encyclo-
pedia). Among other things, the number
forty is often used to refer to the time span
of one generation. And so we can say that

the Canadian Reformed churches have
been on this continent for about a gen-
eration.

I think that it would be very good
for us second generation Canadian Re-
formed people to ask whether or not we
still have the vision and pioneer’s vitality
of our parents and grandparents. Or have
we gotten cozy with where we are and
what we are doing?

| think that we have traded the pio-
neer’s spirit for coziness.

- AB. G

be obedient to the dominion of Jesus
Christ.

And so here is the challenge which
the church at Ottawa throws down. And
we challenge especially the young peo-
ple of the churches, you who are just
starting out, who are just now beginning
a career and beginning to raise families:
think seriously about moving from one of
the cozy centres of Canadian Reformed
life to one of the "‘outposts.” Recapture
that vision which your parents had. Move
to one of the small congregations in Can-
ada or the United States and help your
brothers and sisters in that particular area
testify to the love of God in Jesus Christ.
And help the brotherhood in the small
churches build up a strong Reformed life
(homes, churches, and schools).

Places | would especially ask you
to consider are Vernon, BC.; Calgary,

+Grand Rapids,
Laurel, MD.; Ottawa, ON.; and Lower
Sackville, NS.

I do not mean for these small church-
es to grow into huge ones. Rather, we
should work towards instituting congrega-
tions from Victoria to Halifax. “May He
have dominion from sea to sea’” (Psalm
72:8). '

As far as career opportunities and
such things are concerned, | cannot
speak for the other cities; | can only speak
for Ottawa. There are many opportunities
for employment in this city and environs.

ids, ML; Blue Bell, PA.;

~ | Every Saturday editionof the newspaper ——— —

Recently | performed some simple
arithmetic and discovered that no less
than 67% of Canadian and American

. Reformed people live either in the Fraser

Valley of British Columbia or the Golden
Horseshoe of Southern Ontario. That
leaves 33% for the rest of North America.

Let us ask ourselves: Are we replen-
ishing the earth? Are we filling this con-
tinent? Is God pleased with our clump-
ing together in large numbers in so few
areas?

It is only the Christian who knows
how to emigrate. Only a Christian knows
how to move from one area to another,
because only a Christian takes something
with him. He takes God’s command to fill
the earth under one arm and the Pente-
costal gospel under the other. Only a
Christian knows how to exercise domin-
ion over the earth, because he calls it to

is chock full of advertisements of com-
panies looking for people to work in the
ever expanding computer and high tech-
nology industry. As well, there are open-
ings for lawyers, engineers, physiothera-
pists (and other medical professionals
and staff). And please do not think that
Ottawa is only a government town or only
a white collar city. There are also adver-
tisements for salespeople, technicians,
food distributors, and tradesmen.
Ottawa has much to offer in other
ways as well. Relative to many other
cities, it has a low crime rate. Some visi-
tors say that they sense a small town
friendliness in Ottawa. It has beautiful
parks. There is a marvellous network of
bicycle paths weaving throughout the city.
The breathtaking beauty of the Gatineau
hills with their riot of autumn colours and
exciting summer camping is just a stone’s
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throw from downtown. Sailing on Dow’s
Lake in the summer; skating on the Ri-
deau canal in the winter; visiting one of
the many muses; taking visitors to Parlia-
ment Hill; feeling wonderfully alive under
the clear blue winter skies . . . nead | say
more?

If you will accept the challenge which

the Ottawa congregation is extending to
you, and especially to the young people,
and if you want some more information
about Ottawa, please call our contact per-
son, br. H. Jager at (613) 825-8183, or
write to him at 41 Burnett’s Grove Circle,
Nepean, ON, K2J 1W1. Or you may call
me at (613) 723-7585 or write me at 1023

2CHOOL CROSSING

Dynes RAd., Ottawa, ON, K2C OH2.
Let’s keep the eternal flame burning
in the capital city of our couniry!
On behalf of the brothers and sisters
in Ottawa,

i remain,
Yours in the Lord Christ,
G.PH. VAN POPTA

“The more things change

the more they stay the same . . .

While reviewing the end of school
and beginning of a new year bulletins cer-
tain issues are repeatedly addressed.
One is struck by the thankfulness ex-
pressed by school board members and
principals alike when reflecting on the
abundant biessmgs receaved Many nu!le—

_tin writers

complaints and difficulties which in retro-
spect seem insignificant because of the
continuous heavenly care and one there-
fore reads many state; ““all honour and
glory be given to our heavenly Father who
made everything possible.”

Meanwhile, every year again the fask
{0 energetically confront the work in our
Canadian Reformed Schools remains.
While having the pleasant duty to visit, on
behalf of the Teachers’ College, some of
our schools and congregations in Alber-
ta and Mamteba at the end of ihe summer

and ataffs and parenis appear vmuaéiy
identical.

Others have mentioned staffing con-
cerns which in our smaller schools restrict
and seemingly limit their possibilities,
however, some other issues can be briefly
commented on. it would appear that in
many of our schools on the one hand the
enthusiasm to expand programs and in-
crease the rniumber of grades to be offered
needs to be continually encouraged on
the other hand the parents (and students)
demand a responsible board and staff to
be accountable for “quality’’ education.
The lesson from especially those schools
among us which have had to “cut back”
after enthusiastically expanding appears
0 be that one should do well the things
one can do. Therefore do not expand until
or uniess the existing programs and “staff”
have been operating well.
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Kindergarten for a number of schools
appears to be, especially in Ontario a next
priority for expansion. Although Provinciai
Ministry of Education legislation may not
demand schoo! attendance at this level a
very large majority of parents use the
kmderganen program ?Viany use pubéac

manism. These programs show thees’ true
colour in the manner in which special ac-
tivities and other curriculum priorities are
organized. Witches and goblins parade at
Halloween, the great pumpkin and turkey
at Thanksgiving, the Christmas class
play, the Valentine sweesthearts, the Eas-
ter egg hunt and bunny concerns as well
as the enhancing of self esteem through
self assertion and unconditional sharing,
and the vivid accounts of dinosaurs and
the “‘awakening of spring”’ {underpinn-
ings for the teaching of evolution} do not

istries of Education. For how otherwise
can we clearly state who we are and what
our needs are as Canadian citizens?
Various school boards discuss member-
ship in associations representing inde-
pendent or private schools, even there (or
especially there?) the need to clearly

education appears to be a major task.
The accreditation of the qualifications of
teachers in our schools, with a variety of
backgrounds, including graduates from
the Canadian Reformed Teachers’ Col-
lege present our school boards with ma-
jor but manageabie and worthwhile task
and responsibility. Perhaps ARPA asso-
ciations may assist school boards which
are often preoccupied with the day to day
operation of schools, in making represen-
tation to Provincial Governments?
Another issue of common concern is

" leave our five-year-olds untouched. Many
discerning parents are indeed realizing
that the rationale for having Grade one is
equally appropriate for the establishment
of kindergarten. is this in fact becoming a
welcome trend?

Our contact or lack of contact with
the Provincial Governments although dif-
ferent with each Ministry of Education, is
another concern common to our schools.
Some among us appear to ignore blissful-
ly any direct contact with the minisiry of
education while others show an unques-
tioned catering to even implied govern-
ment directives. in this area much work
wiil be necessary especially in Ontario
where “recognition” of schools and teach-
ers is minimum. it would appear, however,
from a number of discussions that those
involved in Canadian Reformed Educa-
tion would do well o represent them-
selves when contacting the various Min-

infer-personal communication. The ad-
ministrative checks and balances, the
procedures, for the alignment of home,
school and church, io be a foot and a
hand 1o each other, is a continuous issue
in many of our school societies according
to the school magazine topics. However,
it is especially in this area of our work in
maintaining Reformed schools that the
weekly preaching of God’s Word, daily
devotions and Bible study, the daily re-
pentance directs us. It is very gratifying to
read the various articles “From the Board”
and/or “From the Principal” which re-
mind the societies of the foundational and
reconciliatory character of Christ’s once-
for-all sacrifice and atonement. It is in-
deed this perspective which unites and
directs us toward our tasks at the various
“school crossings.”

AL WITTEN



SCHOOL CROSSING

While browsing through school mag-
azines the interested reader will find many
a piece written by children, and that’s a
good thing. Writing needs motivation, and
why write at all when your work would not
be published anyway?

| collected sormne items indicating that
young people do not merely write, but do
50 with conviction! They are certainly not
afraid to voice their personal opinion, and
some of these are personal indeed. | pass
them on for your delight and instruction
— anonymously of course (?)

Opinions about a book
My Opinions on Wheel on the School
Wheel orr the School was an un-
derstandable book and the author left
us in suspense in a lot of chapters. The
pictures were well drawn.
The characters and the story were
adventurous. The story sounded real-
istic. | think children should read this

——book because.itis exciting and some |

parts are emotional. The chapter titles

made each chapter vivid. Meinderd

Dedong had well written texts.
Sarah

My opinion on this book is that it
was exciting. It was interesting be-
cause we learned a lot of things about
Holland, and especially about storks.
It was differerit from other books. It was
emotional, understandable and easy to
read. It was spectacular and magnifi-
cent. Some parts were comical. I’s

- realistic, but it left_ me_in much_sus- |

pense until I read the last chapter.
Karen

An opinion

About a touchy subject with some
abbreviated teacher's comment.

Wasting time is a2 waste of time!

In a recent “extra-curricular” writ-
ing assignment on this topic, this chat-
ter was identified by almost all the stu-
dents as their primary time waster, and
consequently, the reason for which
they “‘get into trouble.” The stories
they wrote for me were very interest-
ing; almost all of them could identify
the source of the problem, and draw
conclusions as toits uselessness. One
student took her reasoning a step fur-
ther, beyond the direct results of mis-
sing recesses and writing essays. Be-
cause | think we can all bensfit from

considering what she has to say, | will
repeat her entire work:

Wasting time is a waste of time.
People talk and that is wasting time.
When people talk others have to listen.
When others listen, they make com-
ments and also begin to talk. When that
happens there is such a noise that it
is totally impossible for anyone to learn
anything. So, wasting time is a big
waste of precious Hime that could be
spent on teaching and learning.

When we waste time we are not
approved by God. God wants us to use
our time wisely and to His glory. We
may not always think so but it is frue.
God gave us talents to work to the
glory of His Name. When we waste
time we are not really using the talents
wisely since we could have done some-
thing more to the praise and glory of
God the Father. We waste time when
we sin because all of our time should

_be spent to praise God and try fo get

I hope that all of us — students,
parents, and teachers — setiously
consider and discuss this article. If not,
writing it has probably been a waste
of my time.

Opinions

Expressed on leaving the elementary

school.

Looking back

We've been at school for seven long
years,

We've done so much homework, it
pours out of our ears.

We sit in our rooms, papers every-
where,

There is too much homework, it's just
not fair.

Psalms, Science, Health, Social Stud-
ies too,

There’s also our English we have
to do.

The next day, "'Did you do this, did you
do that?”’

“If we did, theré’s a friendly pat.—

Yet in the corner, there’s always that
stick,

When the teacher walks up with it, you
start to feel sick.

Yet, need it we do, because lazy some
are,

Thus leaving this establishment won’t
be easy by far.

School

English the excellent,
Best of all,

other people also to praise Him. God,
even though He may not show i, is
probably very angry because He gives
us everything and we do nothing at all
in return for the things He gives. The
only thing we can do is praise Him and
we don’t praise Him by wasting time.

UR COVER

o

Don't like it at all.
Maths the maggoty,
Worst you can get,
One of the things,

I should like to forget!
Written Expression,
Thing 1 like best.

This wonderful subject,
Surpasses the rest.
Fascinating Science,
This is good fun.

Our School is the best,
Under the sunill!

Climb in your pen and send us some of
your opinions about education, schools
and teachers, parents and children, text-

books and discipline . .

. Who knows,

there may be a sequel to this opinionated
colummn.

T.M.P. VANDERVEN
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With thanks to cur heavenly Father,

whio continues His church-gathering work
on the Australian continent, the congre-
gation of Bedfordale celebrated its institu-
tion on the 5th of December, 1987.

Some historical notes

Yt certainly was an event o celebrate.
We as human beings would never have
thought in the early fiflies that in 1987 a
fourth congregation would exist in the
Perth metropolitan area. Therafore it is
good that we know that the existence
of the church does not depend on human
efforts, but that thers is a Father in heav-
en who cares for His flock, also in West-
ern Australia,

" The first migrants of the Reformed
Churches (liberated) arrived in Perth, the
capiial city of Western Australia, in the
year 1948. Towards the end of the vear
1850 there were sufficient members so
that the congregation of Armadale could
be instituted. Armadale is a suburb to the
south of Perth. Soon after, the church at

Albany, about 400 km to the south of
Péﬁr&h and the church at Launceston, on
the island of Tasmania, were instiuted.

The Lord has blessed His church in
Armadaie. Whils the original number of
membsars was small
was made that a second ward was nec-
assary with a second minister. This re-
sulted in the institution of the church of
Kelmscolt in 1881, The membership of

the new congregation was just over 400,
Human predictions were that splitting
into new congregations was not neces-
sary in the near luture. However, an influx
of migrants in the early 80°s and internal
growth resulted in the forming of the con-
gregation of Bylord from Armadale in
1985 and the spliting of the congrega»
tion of Kelmiscoll, At the present the four
churches in thisregion have atotal mem-
bership of about 16800,

Act of institution

There was great ‘0",! ar thankful-
ness on the evening of the fifth of De-
cember. Every mamber D* h e new con-
gregation who could come was present.
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i %9'?'& the desision-

Delegates from the neighbouring church-
es joined in the festivities as well, while
guite a few brothers and sisters of the
“mother” church of Kelmscott showed
their interest in the new developments.

The counselior, the Rev. W. Huiz-
inga, opened the meeting on bshailf of
the consistory. In his opsning speech
he reflectad on the various ways a new

church could be instituted, The way itwas. |

done in Bedfordale was the proper way.
During the period that there were two
wards in the Kelmscott congregation,
there were already office-bearers for the
Bediordale ward. These brothers will con-
tinus in their office and do not have to be
re-ordained. After Rev. Huizinga read the
Subscription Form for Office-Bearers the
six elders and two deacons placed their
signature under this form in the presence

ail the brothers and sisters. Thus the
valus and imp{}ﬁanae of this deed be-
came very clear for evervbody prasent.

-Afterthe readingof-the Articles 5tand 52

of the Church Order of Dordrechi, as ac-
cepted by the Free Reformed Churches
of Australia, the chairman of consistory,
br H.J. Dekker, ook the chair.

Thankfulness

Chairman ex;:sres%es:i his thankful-
ness that Jesus Christ calls us, as con-
gregation of E‘sedmrda.e‘ together twice a
Sunday. Although our number is small in
the eyes of the world, vet God is on our
side. We profess 1o be members of a

church chosen to everlasting | fife. God
uses us o come to His glory. We are only
instruments, while He does wemnma
tetusalibse SE‘YE"UM’L'&G to be living mem-
bers, and let us show this in our good
works, that we are branches which pro-
duce fruil. Then we may say that God’s
goodness z ﬁff memy shall foliow us.
Delegates of the neighbouring church-

The Free Reformed Church at Ke

.

~God s W Ty

mscott and Bedfordale in Western Ausi

es of Keimscoll, Armadale and Byford ex-
pressed their joy and thankiulness with
the institution of the new congregation,
while lelters from the churches of Albany
and Launcesion were read.

Musical intermezzos were given by
talented members on treble recorders,
saxophone, and piano, while the sisters
of the congregation sang a few hymns.

frar prayer and thanksgiving everybody
could enjoy a well-prepared late supper.
in a special way there was ample oppor-
tunity to experience the communion of
saints.

The fulure

As new congregation we may ook
back ai a very good avening, where all
the honour was given to our heavenly
Father, who so wonderfully blessed all the
preparations of the previous year and a
half. We pray for His indispensable bless-
ing for the future, so that the Light of
altsoshine through s
congregation in the area from which it
draws iis members.

During the evening the praver was
expressed, also by the delegates, that the
Lord will soon provide this congragation
with its own pastor and teacher, especial-
Iy because it had been disappointed a few
times a%&;adg; We know that the future is
in God’s hand. We have a Father who
ioves us so mmh that He has gven given
us His only begotten Son. He is our Shep-
herd and we trust that He will provide His
flock with everything it nesds, also a min-
ister.

bMay we all, nd Australia,
work with zeal in H S 86 i} that God’s
church-gatherin g w&rk m ; continue all
over this world, Thus in unity of faith we
may look forward to the return of our Lord
and Saviour, Jesus Christ,

GM,

SPYKER




NEWS MEDLEY

We go to Elora.

“The consistory has asked the Committee of Administra-
tion to serve the consistory with a recommendation regarding
the two options: Alma Community Hall or Wellington County
Museum.”

The conclusion is that neither of these two was chosen.

“The consistory decided to accept the recommendation
of the Committee of Administration to rent the Alma Optimist
Club for a year. We have been promised access to the building
every Sunday, except for April 3. Moreover, we will be able
to have the building for one evening per week.”

There was also a piece of information in the Church Herald
which made me wonder why | had never yet learned that there
was an Israeli Reformed Church in Jerusalem. If they ask for
classical appointments, 1 like to be included in spite of my al-
leged retirement.

What made me think of this was the sentence ““Prof. Van-
Dam told me that he is going to preach in Jerusalem!”

Yes, and this was the last from Ontario. Our journey now
brings us to Manitoba.

Carman’s consistory discussed various questions which
were passed on from family visits. Among these questions were
the following two.

““Request for combined bulletin with Winnipeg. It is decid-

—ed-to leave it-as is."ln-other-words: no-combined bulletin._

| can understand the request, seeing the many family-
relations between the two congregations, but | can also fully
appreciate the difficulties, seeing the distance between the two
congregations is some eighty kilometers, although there is a
constant stream of members going back and forth, among
whom students attending school.

The second question was: ‘A request that more is writ-
ten in the bulletin e.g. about the CHP. For information regard-
ing these topics see Clarion and Reformed Perspective.”

For this decision | am thankful. Bulletins which are paid
for from the Church treasury should contain only an-
nouncements and official notices and information about the

congregation. This is the only way in which to prevent dif-

Mind you, | am not afraid of controversies in the good
sense of the word, and our readers know this. But when a
minister wishes to express his views on various topics, for ex-
ample on a political party, he should not use the Church bulletin
for that. Let him call a meeting and deliver an introduction at
that meeting for the instruction of the parishioners.

When it was decided in the Fraser Valley to have one
bulletin for the Valley Churches, one of the rules adopted was:
no articles on any topic, just the things which | mentioned
above. This has worked very well, and practically everyone is
happy with the combined bulletin.

In the past it was sometimes decided not to continue with
a combined bulletin because of fears — sometimes well-
founded — that the one congregation would not like at all the
line of thought of the minister of the other congregation. Rather
than facing a crisis and writing against each other in the same
bulletin, the safest course was chosen: let each go his own way.

If the rule were adopted that no articles should be inserted,
and that only the things mentioned above were to be allowed
in the bulletin, we might see more combinations which would
save hundreds and perhaps even thousands of doliars per year.

This even apart from the man — or women-power which could
be used so much better as hundreds of hours would be saved.

What would also be prevented is the strange thing that
““A discussion followed about an article written by our minister
... under the title ‘A Founding Convention’. The consistory
decided it is opposed to part of this article.”

A special consistory decision about part of an article by
the minister?

Did the minister ask that all should agree with him?

Here things are slightly overdone.

But the basic mistake is that apparently there is no deci-
sion that no articles are to be found in the bulletin. Now you
get the above decision, plus ‘‘contra-articles.”

Let’s continue with Carman.

Via the Orangeville Sheepfold we take over a piece from
The Toronto Star about something which the Carman bulletin
mentions only summarily.

“Court Grants 2 Nurses Exemption from Union.

“WINNIPEG(CP) — A Court of Queen’s Bench judge has
overturned a Manitoba Labour Board decision and granted two
Carman, Man. nurses a religious exemption from paying union
dues. Mr. Justice Guy Kroft said the board unreasonably denied
sisters Betty and Christina Vandermeulen a dues exemption
under the province's Labour Relations Act. The sisters,
| members of the Canadian Reformed Church, objected to
membership in the nurses’ association and to paying $18
monthly dues.”

Let us be thankful for this. The courts are used nowadgys
to bring in all sorts of complaints and to render governing
almost impossible. Here a court has upheld justice and fairness
and it is the Lord’s doing, for which we give thanks.

From Carman our journey brings us to the Providence
Church in Edmonton. There the consistory decided ““to grant
Rev. VanBeveren 8 ‘free’ Sundays per year in addition to his
existing holidays in order to lighten his workload.” A sym-
pathetic gesture, no doubt also the result of my colleague’s
age and the scarcity of ministers.

In Neerlandia the ‘“Organ business is discussed — it is
" decided to present to the-congregation a-questionnaire in-order -
to come to a positive responsible decision (and) . . . to give
the Organ Committee the mandate to check out the specifica-
tions re a pipe organ.”

Apparently the choice fell on a “Cantor Organ.”

The December month saw ‘‘the steeple put on the church
building. Quite an impressive sight. We can also see the
weathervane with the cock on top of the steeple.”” When similar
ornament was put on the Houston Church building many years
ago, the people irreverently called it ““The Rooster Church.”

Going south again, we pass through Calgary. There at the
consistory meeting ““Several possibilities for a guest speaker
for a Spring lecture(s) were discussed.”

And the bulletin contains & warning which is worth to be
passed on.

“To skip church services is often the first step on a long
slide away from the faith.”

This reminded me of a catechism student who, upon my
question why she was not there the previous evening replied
that she wanted to take a year *‘off” from this. When | warned
her that she should not try to live without the Lord and should
continue in His ways and come 1o be instructed in these ways,
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she replied, “Oh, but | still serve the Lord!” Within the year
she had broken with the Church and had completely adjusted
to the life in the world.

Havirng nothing more to mention from the region east of
the Rockies, we visit the beautiful Okanagan Valley and stop
over in Vernon.

Our readers may recaill that discussions were going on in
Vernon which name to choose for the Church. Various sug-
gestions were made, but “After having heard the congrega-
tion, the consistory decided to officially adopt the name of
‘Canadian Reformed Church of Vernon’.”

Lynden isin the process of building their own place of wor-
ship. Progress reports are given in each issue of the Valley
Church News. “A $20,000.00 sprinkler system was first re-
quired, but later that requirement was rescinded. This is due
to some good enquiries by the buiiding commitiee and
buildings, and a few minor adjustmenis io the plans.”

The Langley consistory mentioned “A letter from a
member regarding a possible expansion to the Aldergrove area
due to the increase in size of the Langley congregation. The
council decided to discuss this matier at greater length at the
next meeting.”

In the Surrey part of the Church News the following drew
the attention.

“Serrmons on the Canons of Dort

“Now that we come to the end of the Heidelberg
Catechism in the afternoon worship services, in the coming
weeks we hope to begin a short series on the Canons of Dort.
We realize that this is somewhat unusual as the church order
says that ‘the doctrine of God’s Word as summarized in the
Heidelberg Catechism’ should be proclaimed, but it is surely
in accordance with the intent, namely, that the congregation
receive instruction as to Reformed doctrine. Besides, the

Canons of Dort, a document so-rich-in-its-dectrinal contents——

and pastoral notes, is often neglected in this age when Armi-
nianism runs rampant. Hence the consistory had no difficulty
in agreeing to this matter, but encouraged it.”

Let me begin with stating that | love the Canons of Dort
and that | deplore the fact that they are not as well-known as
the Heidelberg Catechism and the Belgic Confession are. |
would encourage every effort to make the believers become
more acquainted with this confessional form, not only in order
that they may be better equipped to withstand the errors of
Arminianism but also and even mainly in order that they may
become more and more partakers of the extremely rich com-
fort which we make profession of in this confessional form.

The way to go about it, however, is not the way in which

custom of also reading the relevant part from the Belgic Con-
fession or the Canons. This | consider the proper way, but to
leave the Catechism and take the Canons as guide for after-
noon sermons — no, this does not appear proper.

From one of the brothers in Australia | received the
assurance that it certainly is appreciated when particulars from
the life of the Churches in that country are mentioned in our
medley. The brother was so wise as to add: apart from what
is being written, from the contents. However, the brothers and
sisters in the Southern hemisphere have o take the one as
well as the other.

Albany comes first in the alphabstical order.

Considerable progress has been made in the matier of
providing the brothers and sisters in Port Moresby and other
regions in Papua New Guinea with the so much needed
guidance and help.

Not only accepted Cand. Koelewijn the call to serve in that
country, the Lord also “"has moved the hearts of the authorities
to grant approval to the registration of the Reformed Church
in Port Moresby.” This paves the way for helpers.

“It was with great thankfuiness that, early in December,
the Mission Committee received word that the government of
P.N.G. had given official approval for the community in Port
Moresby to become a registered body, i.e. to be registered as
the ‘Reformed Church of Port Moresby.” This will mean that
it is possible to apply now for people from the mission to enter
P.N.G.on a work-permit basis for longer terms and to create
positions that will be occupied by the Koelewijns and others;
if in the normal course other support workers are considersd
necessary and the positions they occupy cannot be filled with
indigenous people.”

In Armadale, meanwhile, there are plans for expansion
of the school. Additional property has been purchased, so that
the-school property-extends-alt the-way to the Fiith RoadSome—
four hundred children from the four congregations attend this
school, and Year 11 has been added now.

The students that come from the Kelmscott area atiend
only the high school division, since Kelmscott has its own
elementary school.

it is not all prosperity, though. “On December 31si, the
administration centre of the school was broken into by what
is believed to have been a gang of youths. Damage existed
of two smashed doors, a broken window and damaged
photocopier (write-off). Every room was ransacked and
although no further damage was caused, potentially the out-
come could have been most sericus indeed. Several days later
the Alternative Education Cenire was also broken into but apart

—things are going in the Maranatha Church in Surffey.

When the Churches have agreed that the doctrine of God’s
Word as summarized in the Heidelberg Catechism shall be pro-
claimed, no one has the right to deviate from this and o take
the Belgic Confession or the Canons. And no consistory has
the right to agree to deviation from the commonly agreed upon
order.

What | am particularly afraid of is the argument “it is surely
in accordance with the intent.”” Here a dangerous element is
brought in. With an appeal to the "intent” as one sees it, the
literal provision of the article is put on “'reserve-duty.” | do not
accept a difference betwesn “literal text”” and “intent.” Once
we start on this road, we could set aside practically every
provision.

Don’t misunderstand me: | do not see any deviation from
the Scriptural doctrine here. My point is that we must faithful-
ly adhere to what we have agreed upon and not circumvent
this with an appeal to the “intent” of a certain article.

Besides, there are numerous opportunities when follow-
ing the Catechism to draw in the Canons and to point to the
comfort which we find there as well.

With one of the series of "Catechism Sermons” | had the
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from a broken window (and some spilt blood) there was no
damage.”

The Australian teachers have formed their own Australian
Reformed Teachers Association. There are also plans to
publish their own magazine a few times per year. The organiza-
tion has “full-time teachers as members and parttime
teachers, ex-teachers, and ftrainee teachers as associate
members.”’

As for Church news, in Byford the “Celebrating the Holy
Supper in the afternoon is discussed, but the consistory de-
cided to leave it in the morning service only, and suggests to
use the new meeting rooms nexi year for babysitting. Babysit-
ters can then babysit in turns and be able o atiend the church
services when Holy Supper is celebrated.” Rests us to men-
tion that also the periodical in our Australian sister Churches,
Una Sancia has appeared with different locks and looks far
more professional now. Do they have a laser-printer, perhaps?

Herewith we have come {0 the end of this mediey.
Thank you for joining me again and for listening to me.
We shall meet again in due time, the Lord willing.

YO



By Rev. W.W..

YanOeng

As the fourth cbjection it was remarkad that, accord-
ing 1o the conviction :}3‘ the lsm b rs a _fj sigters, the mutual
fove which i needed o make a2 'marriage’’ successiul
is lacking too much.

is this really an argument? How could they prove that
their opinlon was correct and that the true Christian love
wis absent 1o such an extent thal a union was forbidden
by the Lord? Subjectivism is here the deciding factor;
however, tha seeking of union was a question of obadiance
o the Losa will, not somsthing which was 10 be deter-
mined by the answer io the cuestion whether everyone
was convincead that there was sufficient love. Besides,
such a point would De extremely hard to prove ejther way.,

The fifth objection regards the teachings of various
prominant figures in the Dolsantie Churches. Among thess
Dr. A. Kuyper was not ths ieast one. With a view to some
of his teachings the brothers and sisters stated,

“And tinally, it is for us a preponderant objection to
acknowledge as Asformed what of late has heen stated
and taught regarding the Regeneration and the Holy Bap-
tism by ministers of the doleerende churches. We consider
it superfluous o slaborate on this. in order (o avoid aven
the appearance as i we had the intention (0 attack per-

sons, we don’t mention any names. Enough has seen writ-

ten publicly which cannot be Unkncwn 1o you"”

Synod replied that the union was o take place “on

the basis of unity in Reformed Confession and Cé ureh

Order.” Possible objections o teachings can always be
gmughs 1o the soclesiastical assemblies in whose provines
it is 1o judge them.

This answer was a little (o0 amooth. Various articies
and statements made by, among others, Dr. A. Kuypar did
give reason for concern, 1o put it mildly. The iater history
has shown that the concern of the brothers and sisters
was well-foundsd, even though we must agree that it was
not permitted o el 2 unden all because of privaie oninions,
whosoever they might be. e

The guestion may be u%ﬁf ad whether not more at
tention should have been paid 10 this point. When Dr.
Kuyper wrote, e.g., i someone perseveres in the opinion
that it would be allowed (0 baptize an infant withouf its elec-
tion being presupposed herewith, and as if God’'s work
of grace could begin only in an adult, we declare 1o him
that ne cannotwith an honest consclence remain in the Re-
formed Chiurches, for our Fleformed Churches confassed
and taught the sxact opposite from olden days on”

These who refused to go along with a union, if they
had st been alive in 18942, would have said, i told you
sol”’

Howewer, when things oo vwiong iater on, this is no
proot that things were vwma with the beginning. The
“Does the Lord demand of us
mverge?” This qusstion was answered in the

big aueswm in 1892 was:
hsu‘ W

enter into a union with the Netherlands

aled

Synod decided 1o
Retormed fh rohes.
However, this did not come about without serious
discussions and tense momenis sven,

The point whsc 1 required the most discussion was the
question what the name of the United Churches was o be.

The Christian Reformed Syned chose the name
“Christian Reformed Churches.” This name appeared
unacceptable o the ::symff of the Netherands Reformed
Churches. They Insisted on i thai b cﬁ groups should drop
the first part: “Christian’ as well as “Nethevlands,” and
that the united Churches should simply be known as "“The
Reformed Churches in the Netherlands.”

With some of the Christian Reformed brothers there
were serious objeciions o deleting the word “"Christian.’

On the other hand, we recall that it was only betause
the Netherlands Reformed (Hervormde) Chureh lay claim
0 the title “Reformed” (Gereformeerd), that the Churches
from the Secession had been prevented from s%mpiy call-

ing themeselves “The Reformed Church” at AL 8., etc. By
this time the Hervormde Church called itself E}p Meder-
landsch Hervormde Kerk, ©* and so there was no longey

any reason why the united Churches should not be known
by the name 0 which they always had laid claim.
Yet severai of the Christian Reformed brethren con-
siderad it a sacrifice o abandon the title "Christian.”” TWd
of the members voted against, the rest were in favmh
The decision to unils contained the following points,
“Firstly, to bring about this union on the basis of the
common confession of the Three Forms of Unity, of the
Reformed Church Order {confirmed last in 1819}, and of
that which has been agreed upon between the Svnods of
The Hague and Lesuwarden above-mentionsd, and fur-
ther has been dong by their deputies by order of thess
Synods, which has now been aporoved by both Synods
of Amsterdam;
“Secondly, o merge in united session as General
Syned of zfzaf?r»ewmea,urumﬂ?es in the Nether

together with the delagates and members i advisory
capacity of the provisional Synod of the Netherlands

Reformed Churches on Friday, June 17,
b%@é‘a autherized io this by the credeniials;

“Thirdly, to authorize its moderamen 10 merge with
the moderamen of the provisional Syrnod of the Nether-
iands Heformed Churches in order that the merged mod-
eramen lead the united session;

“Fourthly, without dslay to inform the provisions!
Synod of the Netherlands Reformed Churches of this dect
sion; “Fifthiy, 1o s;au?!mf'iszt the General Synod 1o inform
ine ubvesmmmt in ifs name about the decision taken.”

Here the decision was taken kina,?*m"’MS:‘}’

L 3ot chairmaen spoke & final word o thelr respective
mmwg Dol nnf‘ @é“m& importance of the decision iaken,
and w?* i c ’rev fessspec tve Syrwods, closed off 2

a Church, opening, at the same

i by om,

-
time, th& f;ara mwarc&g a richer

1892, having

HIGIR

e
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The Merger

June 17, 1882.

The church building on the Keizersgracht was filled
to capacity, including all balconies. Almost two thousand
people were assembled.

in front of the pulpit a large table had been placed
for the twice-as-large moderamen, Chairs had been placed
in a semi-circle for the 78 members and advisers of the
combined Synod.

One brother was present for a while who was carried
on a chalr as he was not able to walk or even to address
the assembly. This brother was the Rev. S. van Velzen,
the last-living of the “‘ministers of the first hour” of the
Secession. He was wearing the decorations of the Metal
Cross and of the Netherlands Lion. For him it was a great
moment to be allowed to live and see this day. The Rev.
W.H. Gispen as the older one chaired the meeting.

in his opening address he reminded those present of
the first Synod of the Seceded Churches in 1836, a Synod
held in a packing shed, quietly and secretly, a place where
police would not find them right away. That’s how it was
a little over half a century ago. And see what the Lord has
given us now. “‘We have become one now; and may God
give that in due time we have so merged and are so melted
together that no one understands where those component
paris went.”

Addressing the old Rev. van Velzen, Gispen conclud-
ed his words as follows: ““You fought for King and
Fatherland, but your greatest honour is to have been a

. good soldier of Jesus Christ. Still alitle while-and you wili——

enter into the joy of your Lord. | do not know how it is in
heaven, butif the blessed ones over there talk with each
other and are interested in the struggle and joy of the
church on earth, tell then your fellow-soldiers what you
have seen here, and their joy will be great when you call
to them: ‘They are onel” ”

Kuyper, too, received the floor to address the brothers
and when he had finished, Gispen and Kuyper joined
hands to show the unity.

Various brothers delivered an address, of whom Mr.
S. van Velzen Jr., M.P. spoke on behalf of his Father. After
the speakers had finished, Kuyper took the chair. Various
committees were appointed, Dr. Rutgers summarized what

Simeon see before his death what his heart had so fervent-
ly desired.

“The following sample may show how simply and cor-
dially everything was done: a brother on the balcony re-
quested loudly to move Father van Velzen to another
place, so that all could see him.

“There were tears. The final decision whereby the
union became an established fact and mast of the provi-
sions in connection with it were taken unanimously by both
Synods.

“This, 100, means somsthing, and for us it is a proof
that the hand of the Lord visibly has manifested iiself.

“God has done great things, and therefore we are
glad.”

Dissent

In a previous part it was already pointed out that not
everyone was happy with the merger. Dr. Kuyper might
well warn the combined Synod that no one should expect
an “‘idyllic domestic life’” now that the union had become
a fact. Only in obedience to the Lord the growing together
could result in an harmonious ecclesiastical life.

As could be expected, the brothers and sisters who
had written the letter for which they asked others to declare
their support, were not satisfied by Synod’s decision 1o
deny their request not to proceed.

They called a meeting at Utrecht on July 20, 1892.
At this first meeting forty-two persons were present. The
Rev. F.P.L.C. van Lingen, director of the Gymnasium
(classical high school) at Zetten, chaired the meeting. It

| wast

Reformed Congregations to be revived.”” Rev. Js Wisse
Csn at The Hague seceded right away.

It was claimed that at the union the Christian He-
formed Church had lost: 1. its regulation; 2. its name;
3. its Theological School; 4. its ecclesiastical periodical.

This meeting led to the decision *'to cause the Chris-
tian Reformed Church to continue io exist.”

What were the grounds for this “continued ex-
istence?”

That we use this term is not to say that we consider
it legitimate. The Secession Churches, the Christian
Reformed Church of 1869 and following years continued

o exist in the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands from

—thenext classes and provincial synods were to do in con-
nection with the union. The Church at Dordrecht was ap-
pointed as convening Church for the next General Synod.

At the end, Gispen took the chair again and closed
the first General Synod of the Reformed Churches in the
Netherlands at around 5: 00 p.m.

The Rev. Gispen wrote after Synod, "It is impossible
for me to describe to you the scene of the combined ses-
sion of both Synods. In the midst of that tightly-packed
multitude that filled the church building to its highest point
— if we are not mistaken, this church building has two
balconies above each other on three sides, VO — the
United Synod was seated, together with all advisers. And
among the latier the only one left of the men of ‘34, Father
van Velzen, with the complete decorations of the Metal
Cross and the Netherlands Lion on his chest. He could
no longer speak, but he had desired of God that he be
allowed to experience this day and still see the united
brethren. God did hear this petition and made also this

June 17,1892 on.

The “Christian Reformed Church’ of July 20, 1892
was something new, formed by a group of brothers and
sisters who refused to be obedient and stood aside,
separated themselves from the united Reformed Churches
in the Netherlands.

We already saw what the objections were brought to
Synod by the brothers and sisters who either co-signed
the submission by the brothers van Lingen and Wisse or
came with something else. One may be dissatisfied to a
certain extent by the reply of Synod, this much is clear
that the objections did not constitute sufficient ground why
a union should be refused and calied off.

Were the reasons adduced in the submissions men-
tioned above the reasons for separate existence? Is there
any official document which we could quote so as not to
ascribe to all what is only the private opinion of one or of
a few?

— To be continued
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Classis Alberta/Manitoba, March
15, 16, 1988

1. On behalf of the convening church
at Edmonton {(immanuel), br. H. Van-
delden calis the meeting to order. He re-
guests the singing of Psalm 67:1, 2 and
reads Psalm 1, after which he opens with
prayer. The delegates are weicomed, as
is the Rev. G.I. Williamson, who is pres-
ent as an observer from the Dakotas
Presbytery of the O.P.C. Certain mem-
orabilia are taken note of.

2. The delegates of the Edmonton
(Immanuel), having examined the creden-
tials, declare them to be in good order.

3. Classis is constituted. The officers
are as foliows: the Rev. P.K.A, de Boer,
Chairman; the Rev. R. Schouten, Vice-
chairman; the Rev. E.J. Tiggelaar, clerk.

4. The Provisional Agenda is adopted
with the addition of some instructions
from several churches.

5. Reports:

a. An auditors report concerning the

The Rev. Williamson is invited to remain.
The church visitors, namely the Revs.
M. VanBeveren, J.D. Wielenga, and A.
de Jager have submitted several reports
concerning visits made to the churches
at Calgary, Carman, Edmonton Provi-
dence, Neerlandia, and Winnipeg. Clas-
sis thankfully takes note of these reports.

Advice is asked by the churches at
Coaldale and Carman concerning mat-
ters of discipline. This advice is given. At
this point the meeting is adjourned for the
evening. The Chaé?man requests the
singing of Psalm 93:1, 2 and closes in
thanksgiving.

8. The meeting is reopened at 9:30
a.m. The Chairman requests the singing
of Psalm 68:1, reads Luke 19:28-end, and
opens with prayer. A roll call shows that
all delegates are present.

9. The Rev. Williamson is given an
opportunity to address Classis on behalf
of the Dakotas Presbytery of the O.P.C.
He passes on the fraternal greetings of
the Presbytery, speaks of the ongoing

pulpit supply twice per month. This re-
quest is granted.

12. Question Period according to Ar-
ticle 44 of the Church Order is cbhserved.
A matter of oversight is dealt with in
closed session. Advice is given o a
church. The church at Coaldale indicates
to Classis her intention to appeal the deci-
sion of Classis September/87 to supply
classical aid to the immanuel Church at
Edmonton for the purpose of calling a
minister. Coaldale will appeal this deci-
sion because of her view that this devel-
opment obstructs a possible reconcilia-
tion process in Edmonton Immanuel.

13. Appointments:

a. The convening church for the next
classical meeting will be the Providence
Church at Edmonton. The date for this
meeting is set for, D.V., June 14th, 1988.
The alternate date is September 20,
1988. The suggested officers are: The
Rev‘ J.D. Wielenga, Chairman; the Rev.

P.K.A. de Boer, Vice-Chairman,; the Rev.
R. Schouten, Clerk.

state of the classical books for the year
1887 is read. The Providence Church
of Edmonton is thanked for making this
report. The books have been found io
be in good order. Some minor changes
are proposed by the auditors concerning
the method of paying the assessments.
These are adopted. A recommendation
that classical delegates try 10 obtain ad-
vance bookings for flights is adopted as
a reminder.

b. The Classis Treasurer submits a
report. This report is thankful ytaker note

concern of the O.P.C. concerning mem-
bership of the GKN church in the Re-
formed Ecumenical Synoed, and informs
the assembly of the failure of the Join-
ing and Receiving motion at the General
Assembly of the O.P.C. (this concerned
an invitation of the PCA church to the
O.P.C. to merge). The Rev. Williamson
further expresses the appreciation of the
Dakotas Preshytery for the Reformed
stance and witness of the Canadian Re-
formed Churches. He also pleads for
stronger ties between the O.P.C. and the
Canadian Reformed Churches. The Chair-

——of and accepted: -

¢. Classical Archives. The Immanuel
Church at Edmonton has checked the ar-
chives with respect 1o the ciassical meet-
ing of September 29/30, 1987 and also
the classis contracta meseting of Decem-

ber 8, 1987. The archives have been
found in good order. This repori is ac-
cepted.

d. There is no report from the Com-
mitiee for the Fund for Needy Churches.

8. Proposals/instructions:

a. There is a proposal of the church
at Barrhead to remove Article 7.b.4 of the
classical regulations. This section of the
article concerns the admission of a notion
of motion during the discussion of a mo-
tion aiready on the tabie, which possibility
Barrhead coniests. The proposal of the
church at Barrhead is adopted. At this
point a short break is enjoved.

7. Classis enters into closed session.
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man responds briefly to the Rev. William-
son’s address and asks him {o pass on
fraternal greetings to the assembly of the
O.P.C.

10. There is no report from the O.P.C.
observer since the appointed delegate ex-
perienced travel difficulties.

11. The church at Neerlandia requests

HURCH NEWS

b. Voting takes place for the appoint-
ment of delegates to the Regional Synod
scheduied for the fall of 1988. Appointed
are the Revs. Wielenga, de Boer, den
Hollander and Schouten, with the Rev.
Tiggelaar as alternate. As elders are ap-
pointed the brs. G. Bikker, H. Veenen-
daal, W. Gortemnaker, H. Vandelden, with
the brs. A. Poppe, R. VanDelft, J. Kuik
and C. Hoogerdijk as alternates, in that
order.

¢. Church visitors. To replace the
departed Rev. de Jager and the outgoing

lander and de Boer are appointed.

14. Personal Question Period. The
church at Coaldale requests suggestions
for the convening date of the next Re-
gional Synod, scheduled for the fall of
1988. November 8th is decided upon.

15. Censure ad Article 44 of the
Church Order is not necessary.

16. The Acts of Classis are read and
adopted. The Press Release is read and
approved.

17. The chairman expresses thank-
fulness for the quiet and peaceable meet-
ing which could be enjoyed. He thanks
the iadies for their efficient service and
for the tasty food enjoyed. He requests
the singing of Psalm 68:8, 12, after which
he closes with words of thanksgiving
io God.

On behalf of classis,
R. SCHOUTEN, vice-chairman



OUR LITTLE MAGAZINE

Hello Busy Beavers,

Do you have a good idea for a present for your Mom on
Mother’s Day?

Are you making something at school?

Maybe you are working on something at home?

If you make it yourself your Mom is sure to love it!

That’s why | thought you would like some tips on making
your very own card for her.

your own card,

Day for her!

Dariene Vanderpol
Karen Vander Veen
Karen Bartels
Felicia Viersen
Jacoba Harlaar
Heather Krabbendam
Donna Pieffers
Geraldine Schenkel
Timothy Van Popta
*Rebecca Boeresma
Julie Buitenhuis
Rebecca Hekert

—Melanie Veenendaal

Lots of success to you, Busy Beavers!
Enjoy making that special card and/or gift for your Mom.
~ " That way you're sure to-help-make it-a-Happy Mother’'s .

Sara Vanderpol

ONNOOG AW

Quirina Bikker
Mariet Nap
Jennifer Siebenga
Beth Kingma
Kimberly Kamphuis
Lee-Ann Beintema
Brian Jager

Becky Heemskerk
Loren Van Assen
Donald Woltjer
Bryan Bos
Christina Bredenhof

Use your imagination! There are so many ways to make

Now we all join in wishing those Busy Beavers celebrating
a birthday in the gorgeous month of May a very happy birth-
day and many happy returns of the day!

May the Lord bless and keep you all.

Have a great day with your family and friends!

MAY

31

*Busy Beavers, let's surprise Febecca with lots of cards from
our Club members! Rebecca lives very far away in Brazil. If
you send a card soon, hopefully it will get there on time!
The address is: Rebecca Boeresma
Sao José da Coroa Grande, PE
55567 B3razil
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wiz Time!

MOTHERS IN THE BIBLE
Can you match the names of the mothers and their sons?

Eve Joseph
Sarah John
Hagar Seth
Leah Samuel
Rachel John & James
Jochebed Ishmael
Naomi Isaac
Ruth Judah
Hannah Moses
Bathsheba Mabhlon
Elizabeth Obed
Salome Solomon

WORD SEARCH PUZZLES

Bye for now, Busy Beavers.
I’d love to hear from you how you do making your litile
Mother’s Day project!

Will you write and tell?

Lots of love to you all,
Aunt Betty



