


Holy Scriptures and
faith in Christ

What follows is a somewhat changed chapel talk, held at the
College on Thursday, March 3, 1988. Reading: If Timothy 3,
Text: Il Tirmothy 3:15.

Introduction

il Peter and 1l Timothy have the form of a “farewell ad-
dress.” I them the warning against apostasy through faise
teachers is connected with the exhortation to abide by the
Scriptures. ltis noteworthy, although not amazing, that exact-
ly in these farewell addresses both Peter and Paul stress this
need to abide by the Scriptures as the inspired Word of God.
In both, namely in Il Peter 1:20, 21 and i Timothy 3:16, we
find the well-known proofiexts for the doctrine of the infallibili-
ty of the Scriptures.

Now 1 do not ask your attention for this famous I Timothy
3:16, but for verse 15. We must begin with verse 14, because
here the sentence starts. Paul writes: ““But as for you, con-

it is clear, then, that the apostie reminds his spiritual child
and fellow-worker, one of the heirs of his mantle, so to speak,
of the fact that from early childhood he was taught in the Scrip-
tures. From chapter 1:5 we know that first of all his grandmother
Lois and his mother Eunice had taught him the “sacred
writings.”’

With the transiation “sacred writings’’ the RSV tries to do
justice 1o the Greek text, which does not have the word that
is usually employed for Scripture. The Greek text uses a word
that can mean the letters that compose a word; or an epistle,
a letter, a piece of writing. In this text the word is synonymous
with Scripture. This expression, “holy writings,” fits beautifully
with the childhood of Timothy. In those days a Jewish child
began his official school fraining at the synagogue school at
the age of five or six. First the letters of the (Hebrew) alphabet
were learned. All instruction, also in writing and reading, was
done with the use of the Biblical text, starting with the text of

tinue in what you have learned and have firmly belisved, know-
ing from whom you learned it (14) and how from childhood you
have been acquainted with the sacred writings which are able
to instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus” (15).

With the words “But as for you” the apostle places
Timothy over against the apostate who may have an outward
appearance of religion, but never come to the true knowledge
of the truth and to a genuine life out of faith. Over against them,
Paul exhorts Timothy to “‘continue in what you have learned
and have firmly believed.”

In this abiding by what he has learned Timothy can be
helped by acknowledging and keeping in mind two things; in
the first place by keeping in mind from whom he learned it,

narmely,-frombis grandmother and mother, as well as fromthe |

apostle Paul; and in the second place, by keeping in mind the
fact that it is from his early childhood that he has “been ac-
quainted with the sacred writings.” It is on these words in the
first place that | will focus the attention of the reader.

Then, the apostle says about these sacred writings that
they are able to make Timothy wise for salvation. This is the
second element in verse 15 that | would like to discuss. In the
third place, | ask your attention for the fact that Paul connects
this becorning wise through the Scriptures with faith in Christ
Jesus.

From early childhood

From early childhood Timothy knew the sacred writings.
I translate “sarly childhood.” Paul uses here the same word
for child that we find in Luke 1 for the unborn John, jumping
up in the womb of his mother Elizabeth when she is greeted
by Mary, and in Luke 2 for the newborn child Jesus about whom
the angel speaks and whom the shepherds go and visit. In
chapter 18 Luke uses the word for the littie infants that are
brought to the Lord Jesus in order that He might touch them.
The word indicates the unborn child or the child that is still
very voung.
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Leviticus with its many repetitions.

Through the teaching in the “holy writings” by his grand-
mother and mother, Timothy had become acquaintied with the
Scriptures at a very early age, and gradually his knowledge
had increased. The result was that Timothy knew them
thoroughly.

This Scripture passage is filled with instruction and
guidance also for today. In the first place, they urge also to-
day's parents and grandparents, mothers and grandmothers,
but no less fathers and grandfathers, to begin with the instruc-
tion of their children in the knowledge of the Scriptures at an
early age; and to do this steadfastly and continuously, so that
these covenant children become thoroughly acquainted with

God's holy Word. Of course. in order fo be able to do this, such
Christian parents must have been trained themselves. Only
then will they be able 1o train their children.

There is another aspect. I is exactly that excellent instruc-
tion in the knowledge of the Scriptures which, through the grace
of God, formed his mind and thinking, and prepared him for
the task of being a feliow-worker with the apostie Paul in the
service of the gospel, in the building and preservation of the
church of Christ in those days. it prepared him for the calling
{0 continue the work for Chirist and His church after the “depar-
ture”’ (death) of Paul.

The training in the knowledge of the Scriptures for future
fathers and mothers, also for future elders and deacons and
ministers should begin at an early age, at home. Parents should
make their children aware of this; elders and at family visits,
ministers on the pulpit and in the catechism room should point
these things out. The same counts for teachers in the class
room.

Education in the Scriptures is s¢ intensely important. And
it is s0 intensely important that this starts as sarly as possible
in the homes. I is covenantal aducation with a purpose that
teaches children that their fives have a great and glorious goal;
build solid Christian homes as building blocks for solid con-



gregations through the generations, When we say church, we
say covenant; whan we say covenani, we say ganeralions. The
church of Christ neesds well-rained boys and girls, fulure
fathers and mothers, who are thoroughly acquainted with the
“holy writings,” future ministers, eiders and deacons as well,
who, in turn, are able to educate a next generation of church
buitgers,

This is the more urgent when ws consider the conirast in
this chapier between Paul and Timothy and the apostate. Paul
speaks in the context of the siruggle of the church, which is
his own struggle, o stand up to false ieachings and 1o refule
them. Proper education of children in the church from an ear-
ly age means, under the blessing of the Holy Spirit, spiriiually
strong churches. It means that a2 generation grows up that will
be uselul for Christ, for His work of preserving and building
Hig church.

=3

Scripture makes wise unto
salvation

Why is thorough knowledge of the sacrad writings of Scrip-
ture so important? Paul says that these writings are able o
make us wise unto salvation. The Greek says literally that they
can make wise. YWisdom, in the Bible, is strongly practical. A
wise man builds his own life and that of others. A fool breaks
lite down. Wisdom is insight. A wise man knows what is right
and what is wrong. He receives this wisdom from the LORD,
from His Word. Wisdom is rooted in the fear of the LORD,
Wisdom is insight in the Word of God.

Whan Paul speaks here about a being made wise unio
or for salvation he means a having insight in what salvation
practically means. Itis wisdom that makes one know what it
means o live the life of one who is saved. This salvation Is
not only a matier of elernal life later after death, aithough i
is thal as well. N, this salvalion begins here on earth in this
iife. Salvation means that one is rescued from the spiritual
death of belng & slave of Satan, of unbelief and sin. Salvation
is that as a believer, one commits his life {0 the LORD and His
service. Salvation is to live a new life as a child and servant
of God.

Being made wise for salvation is the cpposite of living ag-
cording to the picture which the apostle drew in the first part
of this chapter. Faul said that in the last days people will be
“lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant, abusive, dis-
obediert to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, and so on.” Such
people do not know or understand God’s Word. They do not
know what is right and wrong in the eves of God. They do not
want 1o know either. They have no idea of wha! it means o
live a saved life in obedience of faith. They do not live a holy

life, because they do not know what a holy life is, and do not.

want to know. They do not live in the Christian hope, for they
fiva for themselves, for this world. Thus they alse do net keep
i mind the futurs salvation as it stili has 1o be fulfilied in glory,
They arg, therefors, not church builders, but church breakers
in the last days. Useless for the cause of Christ,

Over against them, Timethy has o struggle in faith and
with his knowladge of the Scriptures o preserve the congrega-
tion for Christ. Knowledge of the holy writings is indispensable,
indeed. Also in the New Testament dispensation lack of
knowiedge leads o perdition.

Through faith in Christ Jesus

There is a third very imporiant aspect. How and when is
it possible that knowledge of the holy Scriptures can make wise
urio sajvation? Paul says: the instruction in the Scriptures was
able o make Timothy wise and can make others wise “ihrough
faith in Christ Jesus.” This is the same message as we have
it from the mouth of Christ in John 5:38. There the Lord speaks
1o the Jews: ““You search the Scrintures, becauss you think
that in them you have sternal life.” Christ does not deny that
in the Scriptures is eternal life. Only, He added, “and itis they
{these Scriptures] that bear witness to Me.”

it iz clear, then, that knowledge of the Scriptures must be
accompanied by faith in Christ Jesus, He is the contents of
the Scripturss. There must be faith in Christ Jesus. It is of Him
that the Scriptures speak. Knowledge of holy Writ without faith
in Christ misses salvation. All the knowledge of the Scriptures
is futile if it is not at the same time faith in Christ. Knowledge
of the Scriptures in itself, for the sake of knowledge, does not
benefit. It s as Paul writes in | Corinthians 13 even ¥f |
understood all mysteries and knowiedge, but had no love
{fwhich flows from faith in Christy, { would be nothing. | can build
up an enormous amount of knowladge of the Bible and of the

this knowledge is lost,

Just as the Old Testament says that the fear of the Lord
is the beginning of alf wisdom, so we can now, in the New Tes-
tament digpensation, say: faith in Christ is the beginning of
all wisdom,

It is the calling of the church, its members and its office-
bearers and leaders, “to contend for the falth which was once
for all delivered for the saints”” (Jude:3). For that struggle,
knowledge of, and insight into, the Scriptures is a necessity.
What is written has to lead and guide us. What i writlen is
the norm, and it is about Christ Jesus. We have what is writ-
ten summarized in our confessional cresds to help us to abide

hy-the Scripiures, that is, by the faith In Christ Jesus.

it we contend for the faith, and thus for the preservation
and gathering of the church of Christ, without a living faith in
Chirist, without living in the feliowship of faith with Christ, our
contending will degenerate into carnal fighting and destroys
rather than that it builds up and preserves.

But when it is through faith in Christ, in His fellowship,
driven by His Holy Spirit in love, that we become wise and see
what it means 1o live a saved life, our contending for the faith
will meet ppposition, but also recsive God's blessing.

Faith in Christ Jesus is faith that He died for our sins and
rose for our iife, it is faith that Christ Himsel, through Bis
regenerating Holy Spirit, binds us to Him and 1o His cause,
His church, with thankiul loving dedication and obedient com-
mitment. Let us then bulld up our knowledge of the sacrad
writings, and lat us build up the knowledge of our children from
their garly childhood, that we and owr children may be wise
and undersianding and skilled in Hving saved lives through faith
in Christ Jesus. Let us so struggle for the preservation and fur-
ther gathering of the church of Jesus Christ in this world, so
that we show Hiz peace bringing light in a dark world filled with
stress through sinful selfishness. J. GEERTSEMA
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Confession, but if this in not DOYRE by Taith in Christ Jesus,



Shaking of hands before and after
worship services

In Clarion of February 5, 1988, the
Rev. VanOene wrote about the shaking
of hands before and after worship service.
| have some comments on what he wrote,
but first | would like to repeat his writing.

then asked himself whether he could
shake hands with the minister [after the
service, VOL.”

Apart from the fact that the whole
matter of “‘authorization” is pure fantasy,

__acustom, for the ‘going into Doleantie’

“In answer 0 a guestion re ‘the hand-
shake’ it is pointed out that the hand-
shake is for the benefit of the congrega-
tion, to confirm that the minister is au-
thorized to prociaim the Word of God.”

A nice story but totally without basis
and completely incorrect.

| realize that the same “‘explana-
tion” has been given more than once
and may sound plausible to some. It
rests, however, completely on the fan-
tasy of those giving it.

If anyone has access to the volumes
of De Reformatie, let him look up Volume
61, page 648. For the benefit of our

- readers-| give-the-fellowing-transtation——

of part of the brief article found there.

“The accompanying of the minister
to the pulpit and the handshake of the
elders came into use in the days of the
Doleantie (around 18886).”

“Quuite some time had been spent
in meetings and quite a struggle preced-
ed the decision to go ‘into Doleantie.
Once it was that far, the decision had o
be made known to the congregation by
the minister on Sunday. He was accom-
panied to the foot of the pulpit and got a
sturdy handshake along. This remained

t totally reject the idea as such. At best,
such might be said of a guest minister
whom the congregation does not know
and whose name was not mentioned in
the bulletin as being the one who was
to conduct the service(s). When a min-
ister has been installed in a Church, he
has received his authorization at his in-
stallation and | reject any idea as if he
is authorized — be it symbolically —
every Sunday anew or as if the congre-
gation is to see every Sunday and every
service anew that the man has received
the authorization to proclaim God’s Word.

There is some truth in what the Rev. Van-

Oene has writterhere. However, fie does |

not give a complete picture. In the same
issue of De Reformatie from which he
quotes, a citation is given (via Dr. C. van
der Waal) from G. van Rongen’s book,
Ziin Schone Dienst (Goes: Oosterbaan &
Le Cointre, 1956, p. 112). It appears that
already before the times of the Secession
of 1834 a custom of shaking hands ex-
isted; the minister shook the hands of the
members of the consistory in the sight of
the congregation. It was calied “‘the hand
of fellowship.”
Van Rongen also says (p. 110) that |

was followed by deposition of the minister
and the consistory, and by the leaving
and formation of a 'Reformed Church’:
it remained difficult! Therefore, accom-
panying the minister to the pulpit and the
handshake are typically ‘Reformed,
were unknown in the Netheriands Re-
formed Church — the ‘State Church’ VO
— even though it has penetrated inio it
as well, also as a mark of orthodoxy.
Liturgical manuals can write in moving
terms about the handshake as support
and agreement of the congregation, but
the Sewven Reformed Churches in the
time of the Seven Provinces as well as
the Netherlands Reformed Church after
1815 did not know the handshake. This
one handshake multiplied, when also the
other consistory members shook hands
in the consistory-room, before and after
the service. Seeming conflicts arose
when an elder was of the opinion that he

could not agree with the sermon and
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it is hard to find out exactly when this
custom began, but he is of the opinion
that, indeed, there is a kind of authoriza-
tion in it. He writes: ““He [the minister]
acts on behalf of the consistory of the
church, and, in this way, upon the man-
date of the king of the church, our Lord
Jesus Christ.”

The author of the article quoted in De
Reformatie, the Rev. W.H. de Jong, a min-
ister in the Dutch Reformed (Hervormde)
Church in the Netherlands, also writes
that he is not in favour of abalishing the
handshake before and after the service.
He considers it a token of good fellow-
ship, expressing that minister and elder,
consistory and congregation, all stand
together.

it is interesting to read what another
theologian of the Dutch Reformed (Her-
vormde) Church thinks about the matter

book Liturgische Orientatie (Wageningen,
n.d.), writes about what he calis “the
presbyterial shaking of hands.” “This
shaking of hands reminds us each and
every Sunday that we are in a presbyterial
church and not in an episcopal church”
(p. 142). “In the episcopal church the ser-
vant, possibly accompanied by his ‘aco-
lites,” enters the church and goes to the
altar. There is no shaking of hands. He
is the one who is sent and because of his
mandate from higher [human] authorities,
he has to announce, and pass on, the
mysteries of salvation to the congrega-
tion. In the presbyterial church there is the
shaking of hands before the servant en-
ters the pulpit. This gesture is meaningful,
because it means that the minister ex-
ecutes the ministry of the Word in co-
_responsibility with the consistory and the
congregation, which is represented in the
consistory. The administration of Word
and sacrament is borne also by the con-
sistory and the congregation. Also on be-
half of them the minister proclaims the
Word. The congregation is, as it were, the
sounding board of the preaching.” And
(p. 143), “Behind the hand of the eider
we see the hand of God Himself, who
supports, strengthens, and encourages
His servants in their responsible but also
joyful service.” Also in the circles of the
Presbyterian churches, e.g. the Free
—Churchof-Scotland; it has beenthe cas=—
tom for a long time already to shake
hands, at least after the service. They siill
call that “'the hand of fellowship.” Here
again the contrast between the presby-
terial and the episcopal way of worship
is stressed.

in conclusion | would like to say:

1. It is not certain that the shaking of
hands before and after the worship ser-
vice originated in “Doleantie” times. it ap-
pears that at least the “hand of fellow-
ship’’ dates from the first part of the 19th
century, or even earlier;

2. The explanation of “authorization”
is probably too heavy loaded, but the
shaking of hands can, nevertheless, be
seen as a token of communion and co-
responsibility of the office-bearers;

3. There is no reason to abolish this
custom in our churches.

of the handshake. Dr. H. Jonker, in his

K. DEDDENS



Ecumenical task — cultural mandate

— withessing

Under the title Your Ecumenical Task
Schilder once delivered a speech in which
he called his hearers, as Christians, to
witness boldly to the world around them.
This call is as relevant, as difficult and as
urgent today as it was then and, since
Schilder had gquite a bit to say about it,
allow me to quote liberally from his pearls
of wisdom.

i fear that, when we consider this call
and the Scriptural examples of our fore-
fathers, our witnessing to those around
us leaves much to be desired. Mine does
and, | have observed, I'm no orphan in
this regard. Too often we lack the bold-
ness, the frankness and the conviction
to dare to be owurselves as Christians.
We realize that, as members of Christ’s

to witness that our lives are dedicated fo
the Lord.

Why is such witnessing so impot-
tant? Schilder pointed out that God’s pur-
pose in creating the universe was for His
self-glorification. Man, the crown on the
creation, was given the mandate to glorify
God in his handiwork. He was primarily
image-bearer and consequently office-
bearer of God, a servant son who as
prophet, priest and king received the
cultural mandate to cultivate the ground,
to replenish the earth and have dominion
over it, and to do all this to the glory of
God the Creator.

But Satan, who had unsuccessfully
tried to appropriate God’s glory for him-
self in heaven, and been excluded as a

~church, we are different from the great
majority of people around us. And, of
course, we should be different, holy, ded-
icated to the Lord. What we should not,
however, be is ashamed of being differ-
ent, of being Christ confessors in all ave-
nues of our lives. Our timidity, our retuc-
tance to speak and act different to the
world there where our holiness demands
difference is a denial of Christ. Moreover,
our restraint at such a time shows no real
love towards our neighbour since, whilst
it may arise out of a desire not to wish o

- —offend him, it is.doing nothing for his eter-

nal well-being.

Perhaps paurt of the problem is that
we are not sufficiently aware of the im-
portance of the lives of each individual
one of us. We know that we are Christ's
co-workers. But co-workers in what? We
agree with Kuyper that there is not a
square centimetre of this earth of which
Christ does not say: “lIt is Mine.” And
we know that therefore God’s command-
ments must be obeyed by everyone on
earth. We have alsolearnt that we are not
strangers on earth. That God has given
the earth to us as our work terrain. Yet
when we consider our small numbers and
the host of unbelievers in amongst whom
we have been placed and note that we
are the ones who are different, that we
are the odd ones out, we tend to smother
the differences instead of sharpening
them, to be quiet when we should speak
out. In short, we do not sufficiently dare

result, now tried 1o steal it on earth and”

so destroy God's purpose of self-glorifica-
tion on earth. And we know the result:
man rebelled and denied his relationship
to the Father, becoming an ally of God’s
enemy, the devil.

Had God left things as they stood we
all would be doomed to hell, to absoclute
hopelessness, eternal misery, complete

and utter alienation from God. 1t would
also have meant that Satan would have
successfully achieved his purpose.

God therefore set the antithesis, sep-
arating the church from the world, saving
the one and leaving the other to its just
condemnation. He promised the second
Adam, Christ the anointed One, who not
only is our substitute to bear the wrath of
God for us, but also to be our replace-
ment to fulfill the cultural mandate given
to our first father.

As the anointed one Christ obeyed
the will of God perfectly, witnessing of
God through His words and actions. He
gave His life as a sacrifice to God for man,
spoke God’s Word to those about Him
and now rules creation.

we, too, says L.D. 12, foliow Christ in liv-
ing to the glory of God. We do that by con-
fessing God’s name, by presenting our-
selves a living sacrifice of thankfulness
to Him, and by fighting against sin and
the devil.

There is an inescapable relationship
between these three roles of the Chris-
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T As partakersof Christ'sanointing



tian Heted in L.D. 12 and witnessing. For
to confess God's name is fo wmeas of

Him to othears, o present ourselve 3 Hiv-
ing sacrifice of thankfulness is te witness
of that thankiulness also to uihmsg and

to fight against sin and the devil is 1o
wiinass of Christ's lordship over all o life
and thaerefore of the need for ali 1o sub-
mit to His commandments.

Such witnessing is not easy. In fact
it is, says Schilder, the most difficult thing
there is, bacause it means coming with
the Word which 1o the Jews is a stum-
bling-block and to the Greeks is foolish
ness. it is foolishness o the world around
us. That Word will always be opposed by
the Satan, the father of lies.

Thus the antithesis, which God set
betwesn the church and the world in
paiadw;h, manifesis iiself there where
God's children boldly dare 1o be them-
selves as Christians, faithifully fulfilling
their threefold office of prophet, priest and
king.

This threefold office, the crux of our
cuitural mandate, manifests ifself in our

withessing and forces the antithesis, For
God’'s Word is a two-sdged sword. it will

causs either acceptance or rejection. And
that rejection, when it is continually con-
fronted by the Word of God, and by ac-
izvmets done infaithiulness ta that Word,

il become stonger and may well result |
in physscag viclence.

Consider just some examples from
Scriptures. Enoch walked with God. He
saw the wickadness around him and ad-
monished the people consistently. They
responded by trving to kill him. But God
took this faithiul withess diractly to heav-
an 5o that he would not see death.

Consider also Noah, who in a world
of millions of godless, wicked people was
the only one found faithful. For 120 vears
he was ridiculed and laughed to scom as,

_in faithfulness o God's_command, he

puilt a mammoth ship on dry land. Yet his
admonitions and his faithful obedience to
God’s will honoured God and wers acon-
tinuous warning of the judgrent to coma.
And s0 the list could go on: Elijah,
Stephen, Paul, and sven God’s own Son,
the Lord Jesus Christ: persscuied even
unio death becauss they boldly darad to
witness of their faith and fought against
sin and Satan, For such witnessing spurs
reaction. it forces the antithesis io m
coms manifest Yet the work of thes
faithiul witnesses was done in love ?5
wards God and their neighbours.
S‘nuch witnessing has value for ster-
inthe firstpiace because such love
a ms? of the rifw Spirit and as such
ee gio yym of God and an assurance of
life sternal for the pérsm@ Festy ez«smm that
love. Inthe second

clace it has vaius for
the rz@a% because you are s e*:mrm that
person’s salvation, his sternal e,
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WEMQ@:%.,Q s an act of love
ers or chservers at
h tirme again. They can
v m y(}ur witness ng,

in which ws ¢ the road to ewma £
opaned { L;.@m ar ih
raa&g,zt \m;y in which c.:x*“
in im face.

Such witnessing is a God- t;wm man-

Thus
which places the | ;F
the crossroads
respond posit]

ezt
G Y

date. Not only do we learn this from the
examples of faithful withesses m enmnw‘%
earlier, but there are several speciiic text

latthew 513 we rea 3
7 And in

in &

salf of the sarnth,

relating to it
“You are the
verse 14:
“You are the light of the world, A cily
set on & hill cannat be hid. Nor do men
light a lamp and put it under a bushel,
but on a stand, and i gives light to <:2’

“Let your light so
shine before men that
they may see your
good works and give
glory to your Father
who is in heaven.”

in the house. Let your light 50 shine
before men that they may see your
good works and give g ory {0 your
Father who is in heaven.’

And in | Peter 2:9 we read:
But you are a chosen race, a roval
priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own
people, that you may declare the won-
derful deeds ‘of Him who calied you out
of darkness into His marveious light.

Dr. 8. Greildanus fransiates “declare”

L into-“nasr b&%ﬁ@;"}-%@d&h@p@% S-Asin

Fhilippians 2:15 we read: ¥, . . be blame-
loas and innocent, children of God without
blemish in the midst of a »:::cm%mqs ang
pefverse generation, among whom you
shine as m:h in the world, holding fast
the word of lifa . . .7
Here you ses the antithesis agal
We are 1o be blameless, the wor %u ss
crocked and perverse. In the midst of this
wickedness we are 1o hold fast the word
of lite. Graijdanus transiates this “hoiding
fast” into * rsa:ar voren houden,”” holding
it forth 50 that others can see it
From various passages in Scriptures

s? is evider ’*ﬁ that witnessing is 1o be done

through both words and works. hmugu
wor ds because | Thessalonians 1:8 savs:

“The iﬁc d of the Lord scunded forth
from you.” in Matthew 10:32 Christ says:
“Ever yone who acknowladges Me before
men ., T Andin i Peler 2:9 we are com-
n‘smdem o declare the wonderful

—the ©

of Himwho

r"’;

y% out of dark-

o His marvelous U But nio

thr wgh desds. Phi z;‘;p::w 215 savs:
ar“wa s in the midst of 2 perverse

a ion i‘xfsai*f‘.mv % ‘sf:} says: Let
‘g is& ghine before men thal they
vsrag 8g your good wor s .. .7 John
14'"¢“*br, /s: "' By this people will know that
you acemydg inles, i vou have love for
one another.” We condess the importiance

in witnessing in L.D. 32

of our Effea?'v'

where, as a fruit of thankfulness, it is said
that “'by our godly walk cur neighbour

also may be won for Christ.” The em-
phasis on words and deeds Is summed
up beautifully in L. 12 in our thresfold
office of prophet, priest, and king. As
nrophet we wilness with our words, as
priest and king with our deeds.

.:-wh witnessing does not demand
special gifts, such as a fluent speaking
abe;:i or a special job. It does demand

faith as‘sé faithfuiness. Schiider said, in
Christ and Cufture, V' A Christian abourer,
who dares to be himself as a Christian,
is agan a piece of health in an unhis-
ioric, business-iike-Americanized world;
he is worth more in subdued force than
a whole college of sclence that has not
sean God.”
armg so be ywsse t as Christian,

Yes, do we dare? Or are we afraid of
foreing the an ithesis? Qur sins in this
regard g not so much in what we do as
in what we don't do. And the stimulants
for us to speak up are endliess: blasphe-
my, siander, boasts about unjust tax eva-
sion, disrespect for those in authority,
rebeliion — you name it Such wilnessing
is not easy. Indeed, Schilder, in Your Ecu-
menical Task, calls it “the most difficult
thing there is, because it means coming
not with stories, nor with pictures, or ha-
loes o heroas, but with the Word of God.”
Witnessing is “speaking pointedly about
retuliy—-disclosed- consequences
from what God has toid us for today,
tomorrow and the day after tomorrow.
And do you th ,M in&g is a cosy affair?
You'd betier not,”’ says Schilder; "t wil
cost you vour life: pawm are toleraied
in a chessboard counter-offensive; but
ﬂzmﬂsd‘“g “*‘um;}ets ... arg smashed up
in anger.’

Mevertheless such faithful withess-
ing, the guiel, level-headed passing on of
the contenis of Soripture is, adds Schilder,
our ecumenical task, our primary man-
date. YWhere should we witness? There
whare God has placed us: on the iob, in
the homs, within the church, gl a mesting,
in the factory — ‘»ﬁ%‘z@rwm wp find ourseif
in our daily walk of life. ""Never run away

from your pvaxﬂ,j‘uays mmw , Hdo not
hanker after a place ditferant from where

God has placed you.”
it will be evident from everything Pve

said thatl witnessing in an indi vidua! mbk



We cannot palm it off on a group set up
for evangelism or for political and social
action. The call is there for each of us per-
sonally, individually, there where God has
placed us.

We must continually keep in mind
the great purposes for which God has
placed us on earth. First, that in our whole
walk of life we live to the glory of God.
That means being holy, dedicated to the
Lord and showing this in everything we
do. Second, that by boldly witnessing in
our walk of life we show ourselves to be
on the side of Christin the great antithesis
God set in paradise.

By boldly witnessing and thereby
maintaining the antithesis we are Christ's
co-workers and as such play an important

role in promoting the second coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ. For the reason
history is being prolonged, says Schilder
in What is Heaven, is so that through the
antithesis, through the fluctuating ten-
sions of the process, the arena for Christ
and the antichrist is being prepared. And
through it all God is pursuing His greatest
piece of art — namely, the triumph of the
last one of his elect over the world.
Thus faithful witnessing is a thankiul
act of love towards God and our neigh-
bour, but it is no less a judgment on those
who ignore or oppose this witnessing.
While history continues there will remain
two camps: the camp of the world and the
camp of the church. Our task is to keep
the camp of the church pure and to at-

tract those from the world to it. Whilst
history continues, those of the world have
the opportunity to repent. That is why
witnessing has such tremendous escha-
tological value. It is a matter of eternal life
or of eternal death.

On the other hand our norms for
witnessing should be governed not by
methods we deem best but by faithful ad-
herence to the clear norms of Scripture.

May God help us to overcome our
weaknesses herein and grant us the bold-
ness to confess Him in our whole walk of
life. For herein, also, we may show our-
selves to be co-workers of Christ in pro-
moting God’s glory and the coming of His
kingdom.

J. NUMAN

Politics:

How we should not and how we should
influence the area of politics

* The following is the text of an introduc-
tion — slightly adapted for publication —
delivered at an ARPA meeting in Chilliwack,
BC, on January 15, 1988.

When the chairman phoned me and
asked me to have an infroduction for the
ARPA meeting, my reaction was: "“What
do | know about politics?”” Helt sort of em-
barrassed that | had to disappoint him
and was on the verge of telling him to ask
someone else, someone who is more
__knowledgeable than | am in this field.

these are for the larger part still provi-
sional and will be abandoned for better
conclusions and more firmly based con-
victions. It is my sincere wish that this
evening we may together come to a
clearer insight into the place and task
which we as Christians have in our socie-
ty and political system.

I would describe what | am going {0
say as “"How We Should Not and How We
Should Influence the Area of Politics.”

That we speak of the “area of poli-

tics” is to take the field as wide as

However, | hate disappointing people and
know how hard it is to get a speaker who
is willing to introduce the discussion.
Thus | accepted the invitation.

I remembered that ARPA is basical-
ly a study society, even though the last
initial stands for “‘Action,” and that no one
would expect of me that | was to come
with solutions to all sorts of difficulties and
answers to all sors of questions.

What |, therefore, am going to pre-
sent to you this evening is just an in-
troduction and this means that what | am
going to say is leading up to a discussion.
In this discussion things will become
clearer and more fixed. In some instances
1 will only put the question in my introduc-
tion without giving an answer.

In the course of the investigation and
study which | undertook for this introduc-
tion | have, of course, come to certain
conclusions and convictions, although

possible.

We could have used the term “State”
or “Government,”but in the first place,
these terms are too restrictive for our pur-
pose and, in the second place, they are
too impersonal. We note that in our con-
fessions we speak of the “magistrates,”
which immediately draws our attention to
persons. We would, therefore, rather

M UR COVER

speak of ‘“‘civil authorities” than of “‘gov-
ernment,”’and of “the nation” than of
“the state.”

In any case, it is clear what we intend
to express with the title “area of politics.”
It is the field with which ARPA is con-
cerned first of all.

That we speak in the first place about
the question how we should NOT try o
influence the political life of our country
and the lives of our fellow-citizens gives
us an opportunity gradually to see more

_clearly how we SHOULD try to do it.

To the question whether we should
impose our views on our fellow-citizens,
some answer with an emphatic “No.”” As
far as | understand them, they base this
partly on the fact that we live in a plural-
istic society, a society in which various
groups of the population live togsther,
each with their own background, their
own convictions, their own lifestyle, and
their own religious beliefs.

We all have read about the emphasis
which the federal and provincial govern-
ments put on the pluralism of our socie-
ty. They speak of multiculturalism and the
need that sach and every group of the
population receive full opportunity to re-
tain its specific character and culture.
Practically every province has a depart-
ment of multiculturalism which is either
a separate department or has been en-
frusted to a minister who already takes
care of ancther department. Millions of
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dollars are distibuted 1o all soris of
organizations for the most strange and
unnecessary projects. | always roceive
the Canadian Scene, from which | seldom
quots in Clarion, as this whols matier of
rulticuliuralism ocouples a largs part of
the available space and we are not all that
intersstad in it whether a Ukiranian group
somewherg in Saskaichewan has re-
caived fifteen thousand dollars o orge-
mize a specifically Ukranian festival, or
whether a3 group of Dulch descent has
raceived a gram of (en thousand dollars
i organize a wooden-shoe demonstra-
fion in allegedly Dutch costumes,

We shall not deny the value of con-
triputions from various cultures by which
the specific Canadian character of our na-
tion can only be strengthenad. Only in
countries which have a dictatorial govern-
ment are the differences obliteraled, as
now in Zimbabwe, where one man rules
i & system of ong parly as the only of-
fictally aliowed political group.

However, when the guestion is
raised whether we should refrain fromim-
posing our views on others on the basis
of the fact that we live in a pluralistic
socisty, we must distanciate ourselves
from those who come with that claim. The
fact that there is diversity and that the
diversity should be maintained and pre-
served is no reason why we should refrain
from imposing our views on them.

This applies the more sincs it is not
“our views™’ that we would try 1o impose
in that case. IF it were just “‘our views,”
we certainly would have to refrain from
frying to impose them on others.

What we are talking about, however,
are not views of a certain segment of the
popuiation which originatas from another
country. What we are talking about here
is the conviction of a certain segment of
tha population which have besn brought

Ao faith i the - Lord our- God, -ang this -

group of people come from all nations
and races and tiibes and tongues. Thus
the term our views” is wrongly used
hare. The qusstion should be rephrased
in this sense, whether we should impose
that which the Lord our God has revested
o us upon others, aiso upon those who
gither have never heard of God’s Word
or who, although having heard of #t, do
not believe it or even have relected i
One should never fry 10 Impose his
own views on others; what we are io
answer is the question whether it is owr
God-given duty to impose on sthers that
which the Lord our God has revealed in
His Word and whether we should make
His commandments the rule also for the
politicai ife of our nation. And i we men-
tion the potitical life, why then not also the
social and economic iife? Life cannct be
cut into pleces, inlo separats areas, one
area where the commandmaente of the

s
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Lord apply and other areas where they do
not apply. i the Lord's revealed will is 1o
ba imposad on vihers, then the whols life
must be subject to it, not just part of il

To the qusstion whether we are o
impose the will of the Lord upon cthers
we must also answer with 2 clear and pro-
found, “No.”

This answer will nesd some further
gtaboration and substantiation.

Thers is and should be no doubt
among us whether only in cbedience 1o
God's commandmants there is light and
{fe. Thare is hope for the world as a whole
only when the will of the Lord our God is
recognized, taken as the quide for all ac-
tions and maasures, and where the salva-
tion by the Lord Jesus Christ is grateful-
by received and experienced. This certain-
ly Is something which we are o make
known 1o all and eveary one.
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But this is different from the guestion
whather the will of the Lord applies in this
—whole world, to-the whole human race,
and whether the commandments of the
Lord must be the rule also for the political
fife of the nations.

To this question we have o answer
with “"No,” howsver strange this may
sound in the ears of peopie who have
learnad almost from thelr sarly days on
that — 0 use & word of Dr. Abraham
Kuyper - there is not one squars inch
of the whole Hife to which the Lord Jasus
Christ does not lay clalm and of which He
does not say, it is Mine.”

in preparation for this infroduction i
aiso consulted my old Guidsiines for the
study of the principles of the Anti-Fevo-
lutionary Party in the Metherlands, guide-
lines which wers published by the board
of the federation of Young Men's So-
cisties in the Netherands. In these oub-
lines as well as in ather writings, not only
from before but also from afler the Libera-
tion, | found that especially the Ten Words

or the Ten Gommandments were brought
i the fore as being the will of the Lord
also for the political e of a nation. Hound
that it was stated that the “"Moral Law™
as contained in the Cld Testament was
considered to be shill valid and binding for
all people,

¥ would lead us too far from our opic
if { outlined my objections 1o the whole
distinction of “"Moral Law,” “"Ceremonigl
Law, and “"Civil Law,""as this digtinction
is stifl being propagated also among us.
Let me say that | reject this whole distine
tion and don't believe a word of it Bul this
is a topic apart.

in the reasoning followed, the so-
called “Moral Law’ is then contained in,
among others, the Ten Commandmsnts.
And, it is claimed, since the Moral Law
is still valid, and then valid for all men, it
is the God-given duly of the civil
authorities 1o follow these command-
menis. On ihis it is also based that the
civil authorities are 10 enact and malntain
a so-called Lord’s Day Act, restricting
work, aciivities, and store-closings on the
Sunday.

if this reasoning were correct, our on-
ly conclusion could be that # would be our
God-given duty to do our best that these
commandmenis are imposed upon the
nation. For, if they are still valid for the
whole human race, then there s no one
who wouid have the right to ignors them
or who would act corrsctly if he did not
try 10 make them be universally obeyed.

i is my conviction that these com-
mandments, that the will of God do NOT
apply to the whole human racs.

in order to prevent misunderstand-
ing, t repeal: of course, thers is salvation
and thers is happiness and progress on-
iy when the will of the Lord is obsyed and
whean His commandments are Toliowad.

But — and we are to bear this in
ming 8¢ a pringipial staring-point — the
Word of the Lord and the commandments
of the LORD have been given o His peo-
ple only, not o the whols world, the whoie
human race.

Whan the Lord Jesus sent His dis-
ciples as aposties into the world, He told
thern FIRET to make disciples of the na-
tions, THEN o teach them (o observe all
that He commandsd. In other words:
those who had been made disciples, who
hatt become belisvers, then were (o be
tgught how the salvation which they had
raceived through faith could be pre.
asrved.

One who claims that the Ten Words
apply 1o the whole human race forgeis
one basic and important thing: Above
thesse ten words thers I8 an inscription:
i am Jahwe your God who has delivered
you out of the house of bondags, out of
the land of Egypt. In other words: these
Ten Words were ghiven o God's re-



deemed people, to His free children. By
obeying these words and all the other pro-
visions which He gave through the mouth
and hand of Moses they were to prove
themselves grateful for the salvation
received, and likewise, by keeping these
commandments, they were to preserve
the salvation which the Lord had given
them of grace.

When the Lord God separated Abra-
ham and his posterity from the nations,
He continued to speak to Abraham and
his seed, but He did not speak to nor did

He reveal His will to the nations. That's
why Israel sang of it in Psalm 147: “He
declares His Word to Jacob, His statutes
and ordinances to Israel. He has not dealt
thus with any other nation; they do not
know His ordinances. Praise the LORD.”

It was the LORD’s will that the bless-
ings of Abraham should reach all the na-
tions, and these blessings have indeed
reached all nations: the Gospel of the
salvation through the Lord Jesus Christ
has gone out into all directions. Now they
have come from north and south, from

east and west and they are gathered
together with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob
in the kingdom of God. Insofar the
separation has achieved its goal.

But the big question is whether the
separation as such has been undone. Or
rather, it is not a question, it is certain that
the separation is still there and that the
Word of the LORD has still been given on-
ly to Abraham’s seed, the remnant of the
Seed, the Church of Christ Jesus.

— To be continued
VO

NEWS MEDLEY

It would have been better if a news medley had appeared
the other time, for now there is a big chance that this one will
have to be divided over two issues, as it may become too long
for one.

Let me begin with telling you that | received a letter from
a brother in connection with what | wrote about his request for
grounds for a decision of a previous Classis.

I am very happy that | can pass on that it was not the
brother’s intention at all to “appeal” that previous decision after

—having obtained-the grounds for-it. It was his sole concernto |

have ecclesiastical assemblies provide sufficient grounds for
their decisions, which grounds he had found neither in the
press release nor in the Acts of the relevant classis.

And: his request was not that the next Classis provide the
grounds, but that this Classis should publish the grounds which
the previous Classis had for the decision meant, such with the
help of documents found in the classical archives.

Apparently, that's what this Classis did.

This has now become evident from the documents which
our brother enclosed for my perusal, and thus the matter ap-
pears to be different from what | considered to be the only
possible understanding of the particulars found in bulletins.

With gratitude | pass this correction on. Hereby the brother

as well as the Classis Ontario South of December 1987 have |

been exonerated. Thank you.

As for the point in question: it is important, indeed, that
ecclesiastical assemblies be as open as possible, stating their
precise reasons for their decisions, sothat the Churches can
judge them in order to see whether they are correct and have
been arrived at in the correct manner.

This was a very uplifting beginning, wasn't it?

We have much more good news from various congrega-
tions.

Beginning with the rest of the Ontario news, we work our
way up.

The Chatham bulletin telis us: “The First Radio Broad-
casting over COZY 95 will probably be on Sunday Feb. 14 from
8:45-9:00 a.m.”’

Attercliffe had the official dedication of their church
building, if everything went as scheduled. They also were
already expecting a concert to be given on their organ!

“The Committee of Administration reported on possible
renovations to the manse. Due to the considerable cost to
renovate, the consistory favours to construct a new manse and
will attend to this matter as soon as possible.”

Later on the Committee of Administration was charged ““to
serve the consistory and investigate the estimated cost involved
with building a manse on church property.”

As in more Churches, so in Attercliffe the consistory
discussed the question whether the Lord’s Supper should be
“‘continued” in the afternoon services. The conclusion was “‘to
celebrate the Lord’s Supper in the morning services only.
However, if at any point in the future the situation changes,
then the afternoon celebration could be re-instated again.” My

-only question is whether it was ‘‘reinstated”’ before. To be ‘‘re-

instated again”’ sounds like a tautology.

In this connection we make a quick jump to the Maranatha
Church in Surrey. “In view of reaction of the congregation the
consistory decided to suspend the celebration of the Lord’s
Supper in the afternoon service.”

Back to Ontario.

In neighbouring Smithville ““The Evangel magazines were
distributed by the Young People’s Societies and the commit-
tee received a list of residents in our ‘delivery survey’ who want
to keep receiving the magazine.” Encouraging.

Lincoln is not all that far away from Smithville, so we visit
there next.

“A question on whether a more parliamentary format

should be used in our meetings-is tatkedabout- Rounds-of —

discussion will be used when it is determined to be advisable
by the chairman and/or the meeting.”

When we discussed how to conduct meetings at the Col-
lege, | stressed the need for always having “‘rounds.” This
prevents that two brothers sit there arguing against one
another, it makes for a more orderly manner of meeting, and
it cuts down the time spent on various matters. It should not
be left up to the chairman when this method should be used
nor should it be up to the meeting itself to decide that in this
particular case the meeting should be conducted in this man-
ner. Having rounds promotes that all things are done “decently
and in order.”

In Lincoln, as in many other places, the sisters keep busy
with cutting out UPC coupons and cashing in on the generosity
of manufacturers who want to promote their products. At the
end of January “Our total also has managed to rise quickly
again this month. It stands at $ 12,000.”’! Now that | type this
| am wondering whether this is not a typing mistake and the
total should not be some $1,200. Who talks about the sisters
needing a more prominent place in Church-life than they are
already occupying?? Much is being done by Ladies’ Aids,
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JAotell sl taleniswhich were for saledin Hamilton,-but i

by. One day | am going 1o add all the amounis which they
manage o gather in the courss of une month in support of
Church and Schoot,

Finally we got some news irom Ancaster, too. N, not from
the bultelin, for | have not seen any of them as vel. 1 comes
from a newspepsr clipping which one of my correspondents
was 80 kKind as to enclose with other bullatins,

The heading read “Naw Canadian Reformed Church
planned for Shaver's Road in Ancaster.” it is a litle plece in
the Hamiltorn Spectator, and it is my impression that the reporter
was very accurale in bis reporting. The property was donated
by a brother, member of the Ancaster Church, and now it was
fried to obtain severance for the purpose of erecting 2 church
bullding on . Appearing before the cily councli, the Rav.
. Agsman pleaded the Church’s cause. it must have made
a favourabie impression on the Council when they heard what
the last sentence of the report passes on: “H the church's ap-
plications fall, Rev. Aasman said he will accapt the decision
graciously.”’

This iz different language from what we hear ail around
us, where the people declare beforshand that they will appeal
if they don't get their way.

May the efforls have the desired resuit. Perhaps, however,
the Lord has something betier in store for our sister in Ancaster.

The Hamilton bulletin containg the uplifting news that the
Flev. P Aasman expadts to receive their visa sometime lowards
the end of May, which means that ths family couid be in Brazil
by June or July.

in several congregations “"Talent Auctions” are held,
ancther of those many schemes which the sisters have in-
vented (o gather funds for worthwhile causes. | am not going

Ladies’ Auxiliaries or whatever other name they may be known
§

sponsor & refugee family. After some considaration, counci
advises them 10 procoeed. The congregation will be further in-
formed by the deacons and the commities which will
five in this project.”

Cluite a few vears ago the plight of the refugees was in
the center of atisniion, byt matiers have subsided somewhal
in this respect. Yeti, thers are still many thousands and even
miffions of refugees when we add those who have {lad
Atghanistan, The World Relief Fund helps to some exdent, but
we ars happy 1o note that also individual families are still receiv-
ing attention among us.

When congregations grow (o almoest unmanageable pro-
portions, the office-bearers’ pews become sort of crowded, This
prompied a proposal 1o have only four elders and deacons sit
“up-front during the worship services (instead of seventeen)”
10 be discusssd at the Burlington West consisiory mesting. The
proposal was defeated, however.

in the Burlington bulletins, as in other bulleling, | saw an
invitation to atiend the stide presentation of Don Van Polen’s
“Footprints of the Reformation.” it was called "An sxcelient
fravelogue racing our evangelical heritage.”

i saw the slides and they are beautitul, although they do
not come 1o the jeve! of “Soringtime in Holland” In my opi-
nion. | can indeed recommend the “show.”’

Howsver, a word of waming has 1o be sounded with
respect to the spoken comment. Discrimination is neaded hers,
for also the anabaptist originators are presented hers as hav-
ing a rightful place among the “Reformers.” Calvin and Luther
raceive attention, but 8o do Conrad Grebel and Menngo Simons.
A discriminating mind is needed hera.

The Grand Yalley Church decided fo support the program
of “The Volce of the Church’ financially and so has joined this

rrouth
watersd when |read that thirty crogusties were for sale. Others
would be more inferested in an afternoon or svening of sail-
ing on Hamiiton Bay, while again cthers would gladly bid on
some repairs lo their house,

P could offer some old, used sermons, bul am afraid that
nut very many would bid on them. Perhaps | would have more
success if | offered 10 bind magazines or books that nead a
new cover.

At the Harnillon consistory meeting “concem is expressed
in general comments that mothers go out 10 work gt the
sacrifice of the family. it is stressed that the norm in the Chris-
tian family is that the mother ought 1o be at home, especially
in families with young children growing up”’

¥-of-spreading -the-Gospeh-
Mearby Orangevilie has bold plans as far as an addition
to their present faciities is concerned.

On February 22 a meeling with the congregation was
scheduled 0 be held on which the buillding plans would be
discussed. The sketches we recelved a few Sundays ago look
indeed very atiractive. What | personally enjoy Is that g large
catechism room has been planned! A highly functional cate-
chism room is simply a must in every church building.”

These words are the Rev, Werkman's as vou will have
surmised.

{ could make his words my own, however, for the sket-
ches do look very attraciive. It will be of special comfort for
the elderly members that they will be able o alight from the

~Something b gken g Hear, Bagides, 11is not only the
young children that need the mothert

At the same consistory a report was submiited “on how
o procesd in raising funds 1o rebuild the parsonage and o
provide assistance 1o the Ancaster Church in buillding thelr new
faclity.”

Burlington East comes next.

The Fev. D. Dedong writes: “As for myseif, as long as |
don't eat too much al a time, and stick to what is easily
digested, everything is fine.”” A reason 1o be thankiul

The Ebenszer Church will not be the only Church that
siruggies with the problem of lack of organists for the services.
Although we may thankfuily note that there are quite a few
younger mambers who have dedicated themselvas o this no-
ble instrumeant, the King of Instruments, 1o be precise, yat the
talenis are somstimes a e unevenly divided.

I Bushingion East “"The organ committee asks and
recelves approval 10 arrange with brother A, formerly one of
our organists until moving to Hamilton, 1o come back ans Sun-

day per month as organist in the worship servica. In this way,
our ramaining regulars’ can have some reliel”
Ll

The deacons ask advice in the mattar of & proposat 1o
¥ L)

car under a canopy even though the driver will have 1o park
the vehicle slsawhers,

And as for the catechism room, it should not be 100 big
gither, but definitely should be functional, as Rev. Werkman
writes, The present faciliies did do, but they wars tar from ideal,
There was only a rather thin wall between the room whers
brother W. Wildeboer was teaching and the consistory room
where | faught classes for quite a while, and we cannot say
that this proximity promoted the non-interfergnce 10 a largs
extent.

i wished someong would come up with a design for the
ideal classroom. Thus far | have not seen it anywhere, nor have
§ sver been asked for advice in this matter. D wonder whethey
ever any of my colleagues were asked 1o advise the commii-
tee of administration regarding the proper equipment for the
catechism room. The closest the faciities came o what i con-
sider to be idesl was the old consistory room in Mow
Westminster, before the organ was instailed, where the
students were siting behind tables in some sort of a
quarier-circle.

We will continue next time.
Y



PATRIMONY PROFILE:.

By Rev. W.W.J. VanOene

In the meantime, deputies met together, too. They
published a Memorandum in which they gave a review of
what had been achieved. They siressed that it had not
been tried to come to an identical evaluation of each
other’s origin and past, but that the different methods of
reformation had been left 1o each other’s consciences.

“And finally, they both have accepted the principle
that the Churches ought to have an institution for the train-
ing of their ministers, at least as far as the theological train-
ing is concerned; they also, however, have upheld the prin-
ciple of free study.” There are eleven points for which they
ask the Churches’ attention.

1. Borderlines of the local Churches; 2. the calling of
the Churches towards the Reformed people who are not
yet united with us; 3. the merger of the local Churches;
4. the combination of Churches in Classes and Synods;
5. local regulations; 6. the name of the united Churches;
7. the “Official Organ”; 8. training for the ministry; 9. the
mission; 10. the general assets; 11. the mandate of those
delegated to Synod.

Consistories, Classes and Provincial Synods prepared
matters for the synods, both of which were to be held in
Amsterdam, starting on June 7, 1892,

The Last Christian Reformed Synod

Cne of the first questions which had to be answered
was whether the deputies had done their work well.
Several sessions were dedicated to this point. Not
everyone was happy with the formulations of the Synod
of The Hague. Gratitude was expressed for the work done
by the brothers. As for the formulations of the Synod of
The Hague, Synod did not consider itself bound by their
wording. This may be evident from the following.

“Synod judges that the Provisional Synod of the
Netherlands Reformed Churches has met the conditions
set for union by the Synod of the Christian Reformed
Church by adopting the Leeuwarden proposal without
change; “However, having read the correspondence of
the deputies of our Synod with the Provisional Synod of

the Netherlands Reformed Churches, and the decision of |

the Netherlands Reformed Synod of The Hague,

“Synod on its part declares that our deputies have
rendered the intent of the Leeuwarden decision in correct
wording.”

in other words: never mind any explanatory remarks
by the Synod of The Hague. They and we know exactly
what Leeuwarden meant and we still uphold that.

The point of the Theological School also caused quite
a discussion. Fear was expressed that the formulation was
not sufficiently clear and that the future of this institution

Since deputies themselves did not have the right to
convene a General Synod, they requested the Provincial
Synods of Friesland and Zeeland to express themselves
on the desirability of an earlier General Synod, and to in-
form the provincial assembly of North Holland of this. Then
North Holland convened a General Synod on June 7, 1892,
in the Plantage Church. The Rev. W.H. Gispen was
chosen as chairman.

On the same day the Provisional Synod of the Nether-
lands Reformed Churches was in session in the Keizers-
gracht Church.

The moderamen of the Christian Reformed Synod
wrote in the Preface to the Acts or “Proceedings’:

was uncertain, but the reply by one of the deputies allayed
the fears insofar that Synod could agree with what had
been formulated.

Before a final decision could be made, various objec-
tions received from Church members had to be dealt with.

We already saw that the Church at Waddinxveen
declared that it could not go along with the abolition of
the Regulation of 1869. Now there came more members
who sent their objections to Synod.

This was kind of strange and irregular. Almost all of
the relevant documents had also been published in the
press, all the consistories had received the official com-
munications and therein ample opportunity to discuss the

The tastheld Synodof the - Christian Reformed
Church, whose ‘Proceedings’ we now publish, without
doubt may be called the most important of all Christian
Reformed Synods. This Synod has been given the honour
by the Lord of continuing the work of the Synod of
Leeuwarden and thus to bring about the union with the
Netherlands Reformed Churches.

“All the members of the congregations, all friends and
all opponents, contemporary and posterity, can learn from
these ‘Proceedings’ how this great and good work has
come about. itis mandatory that especially the members
of the congregations take close note of these 'Pro-
ceedings’ and consider them before the countenance of
the Lord. They will learn from them that with Christian
sincerity and caution the Synod weighed all objections,
did not abandon any principle, and did whatever was in
its power to bring about the union for which we had been
longing for such a long time.”

Objections there were, and they had to be weighed
and evaluated.

matter. Members who were concerned should have ap-
proached their consistories, trying to convince them that
the proposed union on the adopted conditions was con-
trary to the will of the Lord.

We have found no evidence, however, that via con-
sistory-classis-provincial synod any such “appeal’” was
forwarded.

On the contrary, the Provincial Synod of North Hol-
land, charged with the task of convening a General Synod,
had not received anything. The brothers from North
Holland stated emphatically that the Provincial Synod
wanted to declare in particular two things: 1. that neither
at the Classes, nor at the Provincial Assemblies any ob-
jection to the union has come in; 2. that this Assembly now
before all things bring about the union.”

Now, all of a sudden, General Synod was faced with
several submissions containing objections to the proposed
union. This was an irregular procedure, and the Synod
would have had the full right to declare all these submis-
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sions inadmissible. Various brothers urged Synod to
decide in this vein.

HMowever, in order not tc give occasion to the accusa-
tion that the objections were not taken seriously, and
whatever other accusation might be made and used as
an excuse not to go along with a union, the Assembly
decided, “leaving the formal right out of the picture, to
table the matter of the above-mentioned appeals.”

What were these submissions?

Two ministers had written a brief letter, had it printed
and sent to the forthcoming Synod. They did so in May
1892.

These ministers were the Rev. F.P.L.C. van Lingen
and Js Wisse Csn, who by means of an advertisement
urged Church members to buy a copy, to sign it in as large
a number as possible, and then to send it to Synod. Those
who complied with the invitation numbered 837. Then
there were a submission from Dordrecht, signed by 65
male and female members, one from five members in
Utrecht, one from the consistory at Twello, and from some
individual members.

In total there were a little over 700 persons who
registered their objections.

The method of massive protests, co-signing someone
else’s objections and submissions must be condemned.
if one is wholeheartedly convinced that something is
against the will of the Lord, he should write down his own
objections and do it alone. If he finds someone else who
has the same or similar objections, he should urge this
brother to follow his example, but certainly not try to get

congregation to either consent or not consent to the con-
ditions of Leeuwarden and their explanation, which may
be regarded as the inalienable right of the congregation,
since the Union binds all congregations together with the
churches in Doleantie. We consider the rights of the con-
gregation to have been thereby abridged.”

What to think of this objection?

in the first place we remind ourselves of what was said
before, that when Synod Kampen decided that the con-
gregations should be heard, the usual term for the local
Christian Reformed Church was used. There is no indica-
tion that the membership as such was meant. Besides,
this would have been congregationalist procedure, not
Reformed polity. In those days it most likely would have
been cailed *‘Brownism.”

Secondly, even if the objectors had been right, this
complaint should have been directed by the members of
the local Churches to their own consistory, not to a General
Synod.

That the Churches were not heard was not true. I a
consistory had not informed and spoken with the member-
ship, this was something local, not general. No complaint
was received by Synod that consistory as well as Classis
as well as Provincial Synod had refused either to deal with
or to accept objections submitted to them in the proper
and orderly way.

Synod denied the first objection and stated that “since
the union is a union of groups of Churches, the rights of
the members have not been abridged.”

-signatures—himself-as-hecan gather- Every
launching of a campaign and all forming of factions in the
Church of Christ must be condemned and should be
avoided. Ecclesiastical assemblies ought not to deal with
groups or with group-submissions.

This is not to say that we condemn the Synod for deal-
ing with the submissions in this case. In the given cir-
cumstances, seeing that a decision made at this Synod
would be practically irreversible, at least if it decided to
proceed with the union, it was justified that they dealt with
the objections in spite of the irregularity.

Opponents of the union could have stated — with a
show of right — that their objections had not been taken
seriously, even though they themselves may be accused

The second objection
Netherlands Reformed (Hervormde) Church viewed?” In
other words: the “principle”” of the Secession is at stake!

“In the struggle of recent years the principles of
Secession and Doleantie appeared to conflict with one
another, especially in the view of the Hervormde Church.
Unless, then, one of the two principles in the United
Churches will be sacrificed to the other, of what but quar-
rel and endless confusion can their junction be?”

What was Synod’s reply?

““a. that there are different ways to reformation;

“b. that there is no ground for the assertion that even-
tual union will be a reason for quarrel and endless confu-

of not taking the matter seriously, as they did not follow
the proper course which was very well-known to at least
several of them, the two above mentioned ministers not
in the last place.

Even now already the accusation was heard later on
that the objections were not dealt with seriously and that
the decision to unite had already been taken before the
objections were discussed. The facts show that this ac-
cusation was false.

Although we shall come back to the objections more
amply iater on, we are to pay attention to them aft this point
as well.

Mainly five objections were brought to the fore.

Objections to Union

What was the first objection?
That the consistories had never ‘‘been requested or
charged to call a meeting of the male members in each

sion, eéspecially when the prayer forthe peace of Jerusa=

lem is increasing, since Secession and Doleantie, although
differing in some respects, yet herein have come to an
agreement that breaking of the ecclesiastical communion
with the board and members of the Netherlands Reformed
Denomination is necessary.”

Point three: It is difficult for us to recognize off-hand
all Churches in Doleantie as “‘pure Reformed Churches
after Confession and Church Order.” Who knows what
all persons have been registered as members without any
ecclesiastical examination?

Synod’s reply was that what was done according to
the method of Doleantie cannot be undone. If difficulties
should arise, these can always be brought {o major
assemblies. The decisions of Leeuwarden and The Hague
have given us a starting point to come to a decision.

— To be continued
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CANADIAN SCENE

Ottawa’s Canadian Museum of Civil-
ization, due to open in 1989, has released
a detailed description of the attractions
it will offer visitors.

Among them is the History Hall, which
will re-create the sights and sounds of
nearly 1, 000 years of Canada’s history.
Visitors will be able to wander through
full-scale reconstructions of period set-
tings, accurate in every detail, many fur-
nished with artifacts from the Museum’s
collections. The three-story hall, which in-
corporates a mezzanine level, is bigger
than a North American football field (3,065
square metres with a 17-metre ceiling).

The settings will be arranged so that
visitors cross Canada in time and space,
from the arrival of the first Norse ships on
the Newfoundiand coast to today’s chang-
ing northern frontier. The structures will

MADRID

Recently two elders were ordained in
the Church which is being served by the
Rev. J. de Segovia. This means that the
institution of a Reformed Church in Mad-
rid has become a fact.

A committee in Bussum, the Nether-
lands, has maintained contact for several
years already, and also supported Rev.
de Segovia, while it also has contact with
several other groups. (ND)

AMSTERDAM

in Amsterdam many people turn their
backs to the church. In 1985 some 350,000
citizens stated that they belonged to one
church or another. In 1986 this was
reduced to 320,000.

The Roman Catholics had the largest
loss: 50,000 during the last years; the

“GAY” MARRIAGES

Denmark is about to become the first
country in the world to grant homosexuals
the legal status of married couples. A bill
introduced in parliament provides that
gay couples registered as “‘partners” will
automatically gain the same rights to in-
heritance and tax deductions, the same
access to social services and the same
obligation to pay alimony as husband and
wife.

The measure, supported by a majori-
ty of members in the 179-seat Folketing,
is expected to become law July 1. Hoping
to mute criticism, the bill’s sponsors in-
cluded a provision precluding gays from
adopting children. (CN)

PARSONAGE VALUE
A parsonage is not worth as much to

_ nghastgandﬂex in mainline Christian |

depict various regions, themes and peri-
ods of Canada’s history. The interior of
a 16th-century ship, atown square in New
France, a Louisbourg tavern, a 19th-cen-
tury merchant’s house and a turn-of-the-
century railway station are only a few of
the structures that will open a doorway
into the lives and times of the people who
helped forge our Canadian identity.

SURVEY

Christian Reformed ministers are the

denominations in the United States.

According to figures gathered by the
Church Pensions Conference, Christian
Reformed ministers, with an average
salary of $32,296 a year, receive the top
ministerial pay in the United States.

The figure includes the estimated
value of a church-provided parsonage;
the average cash-salary of Christian Re-
formed ministers in the United States is
$22,038. All but 13 per cent of Christian
Reformed ministers live in a parsonage.
(TB, CN)

CANADIAN SCENE

The oldest driver in Quebec, 102-
year-old Williarm Pettes, decided to quit
while he was ahead.

Pettes hung up his car keys with a
spotless driving record — not an accident

Netherlands Reformed Church lost over
2000 members during the year mention-
ed above, while the (syn.) Reformed
Churches saw several hundred members
break away. (DNC)

ZWOLLE

Faith-problems and leaving the
Church by young people are oftentimes
the result of their upbringing. What is
usually seen as a “‘vouth-problem’” tells
us more about the parents. Negative ex-
| periences which_a child has with his |
parents are later on frequently transferred
to God and the Church. This was one of
the most important elements in an ad-
dress by Drs.W.C.van der Horst, teacher
at the Reformed Social Academy in
Zwolle. (ND)

HURCH NEWS

or ticket in 60 years!

a minister as the Christian Reformed

Church assumes it is, according to a
Chicago-area classis.

Classis Chicago-South in January
overtured Synod 1988 to drop from the
denominational ministers’ compensation
guide the suggested method for calcu-
lating the value of a parsonage.

The compensation guide, published
yearly by the church, currently suggests
that the value of a parsonage be figured
at 39 percent of the minister’s cash
salary. The c!assacat overture maintains

andis opento
abuse, and that housing costs in the
United States have been shown to range
between 17 and 25 percent of cash in-
come. (TB)

ST. PAUL., MINN. (RNS)

A Roman Catholic priest can refuse
to testify about a conversation he had with
parishioners who might know about an
alleged case of sexual abuse, a judge has
ruled here.

Judge David E. Marsden of Ramsey
County District Court said the Rev. Pat-
rick Griffin cannot be forced to name the
parishioners or disclose what they told
him because a Minnesota law strongly
protects thie privacy of clergy-parishioner
relationships. (CN)

VO
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1. Positive feedback

in our communities ministers and
teachers are rather visible personages.
This visibility is all too often resulting in
criticism, at times even harsh and often
unwarranted. Perhaps such criticism is
warranted, butwhat about some encour-
aging words at times? Usually teachers
are told when things are NOT to the liking
of parents and students. What about
some positive feedback? Is the lack of ap-
preciation, public as well as personal, a
possible reason that the feaching pro-
fession continues to loose some of its
experienced members, and ssems un-
able 10 attract a sufficlent number of new
members?

Atleast two recent school magazines
paid attention o this matter. it is indeed
50 much sasier to find fault than itis o
find reasons for praise. The old clichs,
familiarity breeds contempt, appears rath-

_er true and alivel

From a recent issue of *he macfa.me‘b

of the Ebenezer Canadian Fiefﬁrm

School, Smithers, | pass on the following

presidential comments.
Another month has gone by. Anocther
month of pupils going to school o be
taught and instructed by our teachers
in accordance with the will of God. We
had a Board-Staff Meeting io discuss
and to get a better view on things and
1o support each other in our task. The
more one gets involved, the more one
can see the rich heritage we have and

~theblessing of having this sehosi{ihis

jittle Dutch Schoo! bf the river). Per-
naps it is beneficial for you to know
that two of our graduates recently (out
of a class of 10} in coliege were among
the four that were exempted from two
English courses. Mavbe, we as par-
ents, should give a littie more creditio
our teachers than we usually do .
Our compilaints are often voiced be-
fore “ﬁey are thought ihmugh We
should ali ras«e time 1o tell them once
in a while, "Teacher, that was a good
iob, thanks.”
Another magazine alsc warned against
the danger that the communication be-
twaen home and schoo! lends to be about
negative things only, about things that
should be changed or else . . . Fromthe
magazéne of the Guido de Brés High
schoot | clip the following comments of
the principal.
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“said,

This passage of time reminds both
teachers and students 1o use their time
wisely, This is true not only for the
academic work cartied out in the class-
rooms. it is also true in demonstrating
proper Christian stewardship and the
true fruits of the Spirit. Recent ques-
tionnaires returned by our graduates
indicate that teachers have the great-
est impact in this “lifestyle” training
through the models they as teachers
present. With parents we share the
task of chall @ngmg, helping, comfort-
ing, restraining and motivating our
teenagers. This has been a task since
their infancy. However, it takes on
even greater importance as these
young men and women approach ma-
jor life decisions relating 1o confes-
sion of faith, career and a marriage
partner. Postponement of responsible
action was wam&d aga‘msi 30 vév'cﬁiy
”Remembes’ also ‘tow ueam“
in the days of your youth, bafore the
evil days come and the years draw
riigh ”

We count on your prayerful sup-
port in helping us continue "mzs impor-
tant task. We reguire strength and pa-
tience in moments of fﬁéﬁ%m’sy We re-
guire humility when through God’s

hielp we experience succsess. fﬁmmr i

nuriure in the school is no less difficult

than it is in your home, However, re-
ports from school tend o accentuate
the negative and downplay the posi-

-yeation is-th

tive. Keep that in mind as you sift
through the constant feedback that
you receive from our school. Call us
if you have guestions. Thank us if we
are doing something right.
i hope the schools practise what they
preach over against their students. When
report time comes around let’s emphasize
the positive rather than the negative in the
commenis on the report cards!

2. Be informed
The matter of positive feedback, pub-
licly recognition of th‘{ﬁgg done well, not
only de y@ﬂﬂs on our willingness o say
“thank vou” (how difficult that often isl),
but also on whether or not we are in-
tormed. How can we judge whether a job
is dore well unless we have taken the
trouble 1o learn WHAT was done in the
first place. Don’t leave such things to
education committee meetings only. Ed-
oncern-of alb-of us—
it was therefore good to notice in at
feast one school magazine that school
boards are interested in and want to learn
about the work in the school, especially
when changes occur and new ideas are
explored. The school in Orangeville has
hecome interested in the whole language
approach to the teaching of reading and
writing, and this interest is not limited to
education commitiee and staff only.
Much discussion at the iast board
meeting was g%wﬁ to “Whole Lan-
guage.” Thisis a NFW'f method of
eat::";m:; reading and writing to pup;
especially at the lower grade levels.
For a number of years this has been
combined in some form with phonetic
teaching at the DACS. There is, how-
sver, at the teacher college level a
Qrgdi interest in whole ‘&ngg&ge and
gaﬁha» that ?H; is gradud y being in-
troduced at this level. Maybe we as
membership ﬁan be informed at some
g:wcztm in time again L.e. PTA concermn-
ing whole language.
Yes, indeed, the possibilities exist for your
membership o be informed about the
merits of particular instructional methods,
or the strengih and weaknesses of new
ideas about te«awsrag and learning efc.
The faculty of the Teachers’ College
would be delighied to receive an invita-
fion to speak about & iopic of interest 1o
your association {e.g. %"K‘?if language,
study skiils, guldancs, d

iscipline, learn-



ing difficulties, children’s books etc.). If
approached they will be able to make
suggestions for you to choose from.
The Canadian Reformed Teachers
Association publishes a magazine for
teachers and boards, often with inter-
esting information for parenis as well.
Contact Mr. J. Roukema, c/o John Calvin
School, 607 Dynes Read, Burlington, ON,
L7N 2V4 tor a subscription ($6.00/year).

OUR LITTLE MAGAZINE

Colleague Roukema will gratefully accept
contributions from parents, grandparents,
uncles, aunts, old and young, which will
help us develop our thinking about and
understanding of education and instruc-
tion. You cannot write an article, but
you have questions, concerns, worries,
anxieties about education? Let him know,
and perhaps a way may be found to an-
swer and help.

3. Keep us informed

Most schools faithfully send their mag-
azines to the address below (= Teachers’
College). Much appreciated, it keeps us
informed, and we will do our best to keep
you informed. It would be nice when the
publications of all schools would arrive in
our mailbox! '

T.M.P. VANDERVEN

Hello Busy Beavers,

Busy Beaver Katrina De Haas has a spring poem and pic-

ture for us.

Spring

Flowers are blooming
Spring is here.

We should be thankiul,
Let's give a cheer!
The birds all sing,
The butterfiies fly,

They are all happy,
And so am 1!

g &’&V,vu vi«%‘«
?vf‘v’ vvw ,.uwﬁw

And Busy Beaver Debbie Jagt has

The animals were having a football game.

The coach told his kicker,

“Whatever you do, don’t kick it to

Sure enough, it went right o the
through for a touchdown.

The next two times their team got the ball the same thing
happened. So their coach told his kicker,

“If that happens once more, you're out!”

The kicker’s kick went straight to the hippo, but this time

the tackiers got him down.
The coach asked,
‘Who did that?”
The millipede answered “*1 did.”

“Where were you the first half?” asked the coach.
“Putting on my shoes,” answered the millipede!

#wgwlg@ 228202244 w‘,w

a funny story for us.

the hippo.”
hippo, who charged
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UMSCRAMBLE THESE BIBLE BOOKS
By Busy Beaver Christine Lodder

XUDEOS
KLUE S
ONMUEDTOYRE
WATHETM

TWO CODE QUIZZES

By Busy Beaver Sarah Vanderzwaag

NBSREUM ,A
ASTC
THUVELSC -
LNAISNTHRCO! _
RMKA,
HOJN —
ARMOSHN
SAOM

TURH

EMAIHREY
BUKAKKHA
LVRAGINEET
SMJAE
PLMENOHI —
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By Busy Beaver Tony Bikker

DHIAOBA

{See answers)

Answers:

Riddie Furr for E Ev
-HION g
mop el e 7 |

Bible Names Scramble.
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How did yms do, Busy Beavers?
Did you get all the words un
Did you find all the words in §
Great!

L.et me hear how you can tell spring is coming. Keep a

=

mbled?
N

scrarm
the wordsearch?

sharp eye out!

Love to you all
from Aunt Betty



