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EDlTORIAL

The Orthodox Presbyterian Church
is 50 years old

Congratulations

Clarion has not yet paid attention to the 50th anniversary
of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church (hereafter: OPC). We
shall do this now, beginning with our congratulations, adding
them to the official felicitation which Dr. J. Faber, as delegate
of our churches, offered at this year’s General Assembly of the
OPC. We congratulate the OPC with this jubilee. Being in ex-
istence for five decades or half a century is quite a number of
years. And years of struggle they were. This becomes clear
from a contribution to our magazine by the Rev. Donald J. Duff
of Port Hueneme in California. This contribution will appear in
three instaiments.

At the General Synod of Burlington-West | asked the OPC
delegate, the Rev. G. Jerrell, to write an article for us in con-
nection with the anniversary about the beginning and the
subsequent history of his church. Too heavy a work load
prevented him from complying with this request. In turn he
asked one of his colleagues, the Rev. Donald J. Duff. We ap-
preciate his willingness and are thankful for the result. It is clear
that the writer did not take his task lightly. Not only is the arti-
cle of such a length that we had o cut it into three instalments
(the subheadings are ours), but it also shows that many hours
were spent in doing research, in going through the old
documents.

My reason for asking an OPC minister to write an article
in connection with the anniversary was that he would, most like-
ly, be more knowledgeable about the OPC history and its situa-
tion today than most of us. Another reason was simply a fack
of time for thorough research on my side. The reader may judge
the result himself. As for me, | have no regrets that | went this
route. We received an informative and concerned contribution.

After this, a contribution of our Rev. J. Moesker of London
will appear in our Magazine. it deals with the ""Hofford Case.”
In the end he asks a few critical questions in connection with
our continuing relationship with the OPC (as well as in the
ICRC). Such is done in the context of a plea for confessional
faithfulness.

It was clearly confessional faithfulness that led to the
founding of the OPC. Dr. J. Gresham Machen and his fellow
contenders for the faith wanted to remain true to the
Presbyterian Standards, and therewith to the truth of the Scrip-
tures. That was the beginning of the OPC. It was this same
faithfulness that made them say “‘no” to a broad evangelicalism
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and to dispensationalism. This shows clearly in the articles of
Rev. Duff. We congratulate the OPC with its anniversary also
because of this beginning.

At this year’s General Assembly the invitation to join the
Presbyterian Church of America (PCA) was voted down. It did
not receive a two-thirds majority. We, from our side, con-
gratulate the OPC, and especiaily those who were strongly op-
posed to moving in this direction, with this fact as well. It means
that in the year of its jubilee the decision was taken to go on
separately and not to cease to exist. To me that was a proper
decision.

This decision will also mean that the relationship of our
churches with the OPC will not cease for the reason that there
is no OPC anymore. Quite a number of OPC members are in
favour of joining the PCA. They lean toward a broader
Presbyterian and evangelical direction. Rev. Duff writes that
they “‘probably . . . cannot see much value in pursuing frater-
nal relationships with the Canadian Reformed Churches or the
Reformed Church in the U.S.”” | am inclined to believe that he
is right.

However, there are also others, like Rev. Duff, who labour
to turn the direction of the OPC back in the original tracks of a
distinctive Presbyterian and Reformed character. We should be
willing to help them in this struggle. Certainly, the “‘Hofford
Case’” and “Blue Bell”” make the situation more difficult. Our
General Synod of Burlington-West of this year was clear about
that. The matters that lie at the background of these “‘cases”
are to be discussed and our concerns relayed. But just the fact
that there are who appreciate contact with our churches and
seek to steer back in the original direction should for us be a
reason for a continued provisional relationship that, hopefully,
will lead to a recognition of each other as sister-churches. If,
however, the “broader” line eventually wins, | see no other way
than to terminate the provisional relationship of ecclesiastical
contact.

Therefore, we add the following wish to our congratula-
tions: we wish the OPC the blessing of the LORD, the guidance
of His Spirit and Word, and confessional distinctiveness on their
further way, in line with the work of Dr. Machen, and his fellow
contenders for the faith.

J. GEERTSEMA



1. Uneasiness

The threat to our heaith by environ-
mental conditions is a current issue. Daily
we can read reporis and watch the ac-
tions of environmental groups. People are
concerned about recent developmenits.
We hear about water and air pollution.
Acid rain is a prime example, but also the
pollution of fruits and vegetables through
the use of fertilizers and pesticides has
become a matier of concern. Another
issue is the danger of radicactive poliu-
tion. After the accident in Chernobyl there
is an increasing awareness, and some-
times a panicky fear, about nuclear pollu-
tion and nuclear waste. Actions against
nuclear power plants were organized or
increased in intensity. Many want io do
away with all use of nuciear energy. Peo-
ple guestion the long term effects of be-
ing exposed io low levels of radiation. The
problem of the disposal of nuclear waste
has also received public attention. Is
there a safe way to get rid of it? Is there
a long term solution, especially when we
consider that some substances remain
radioactive for thousands of years?

Another concern is the pollution of
the environment by plastic and other in-
dissoluble substances. This is a typical
result of modern technology and the
throw-away industry. The use of food ad-
ditives and other chemicals has become
a matter of concern. Which food is still
safe t0 eat? At one time we were alarmed
by stories about a tainted tuna, at another
time it was the tampering with headache
capsules that caused panic among con-
sumers and manufacturers alike. Every-
day we hear reports about certain types of
food which are considered unhealthy. An
increasing number of very common pro-
ducts are labelled as cancer causing
substances. If you read all these reports,
and if you try to avoid every type of un-
healthy food and drink, you can hardly eat
anything. But complete abstention of food
and drink is not healthy either, What are
we supposed o do? What should our
reaction be? What is reasonable? We
cannot ignore all these stories, but we
have to be careful that we do not over-
react either, A balanced consideration is
necessary.

Another matier of concern is the food
supply in the so-called third world coun-

tries. In many parts of the world famine is
a constant enemy. lt seems 1o be impossi-
ble to beat this problem. In spite of the
prosperity, the advanced technology, and
the over abundance of food in many
countries, it appears virtually impossible
to distribute the food in such a way that
starvation can be prevented. While in
some parts of the world food has 1o be
destroyed or storage of the over produc-
tion becomes an insolvable problem, in
other parts of the world people starve to
death.

Moreover, what is the reason for the
constant famine in, for instance, some
parts of Central Africa? it seems that soil
mismanagement causes, in many cases,
erosion. Deforestation and other forms of
bad farming have caused the desert to
take possession of areas which in the
past could be used for growing a crop. It
seems that even modern technology can-
not prevent such disasters, or should we
say that irresponsible management is the
cause? Anyway, it is a sad thing that so
many people are victims of these poor
conditions.

It woulid be easy to increase this list
of problems all over the world. Environ-
mental conditions cause health problems
and worse: many people die because of
it. However, it is not so easy to find a so-
lution to the problems and to give a reas-
onable suggestion about the way this
development can be stopped and the pro-
cess reversed.

Anocther concern is whether modern
technology will change the climate in the
world. Some are afraid that the use of cer-
{ain chemicals and the use of airplanes
will change the ionosphere in such a way

that the temperature of the earth will in-
crease and consequently the pole ice-cap
will melt and cause floods all over the
world. Others are afraid that destruction
of the protective czone layer in the al-
mosphere around the earth will cause an
increase in the cosmic radiation level,
which can have a disastrous and massive
cancer causing effect, in the same way as
nuciear radiation.

Apart from the ecological probiems
there are the moral issues about the
results and the impact of modern tech-
nology in our society. In some previous
issues we paid attention to the problems
related to the introduction of the computer
and the implications of the arms-race.

There is uneasiness everywhere.
Why do we give such a long list of dif-
ficulties and possible disasters? Not to
scare the readers or make them unneces-
sarily concerned. it is for two reasons. In
the first place to show how real and close
to home the problems are. Let us not ig-
nore or downplay the real threats and
dangers. In the second place to analyze
which threats are real and in how far we
are manipulated by action groups. In what
foliows we will pay ample attention to a
number of these points, to see how real
they are. We will discover that some are
overdone and exaggerated. A number of
stories are based on a lack of knowledge
and on misunderstanding. There are also
people who propagate or create excile-
ment for political or economical purposes.
In & number of cases we notice selective
indignation, even so that one wonders
whether it is done with honest intentions,

— Continued on page 445
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Health and environment
Continued from page 443

or that we simply are dealing with hy-
pocrisy. Let us now have a closer look at
certain specific points.

2. Discernment required
in paradise the Lord gave mankind a

mandate to develop and subdue the earth. |

and to have dominion over it. We have 1o
fulfili this mandate in a responsible way.
This is why we cannot simply ignore the
matters mentioned in the previous sec-
tion. We have to be concerned about
them and we should not close our eyes o
them. Burying our head in the sand is the
worst thing we can do. Environmental
groups might be active, but we as Chris-
tians should be the first ones {o be con-
cerned about mismanagement of God’s
beautiful creation. That is why we will pay
attention to these issues in this article.
However, we have to be realistic and we
have to exercise discernment in these
matters.

There are real dangers, even more
than most people are aware. There are
also cases in which, either through a lack
of knowledge or intentionally for political
reasons, a lopsided picture is presented
about the actual situation. Some dangers
are underestimated or played down, and
others are overemphasized or exagger-
ated. Too many people just follow certain
action groups or go by what is said with-
out questioning the reliability of the infor-
mation. Also in this respect it is true that
those who shout the loudest get the most
attention. Not the scientific evidence, but
the attention and publicity in the news
media determines the response of the
general public. it is, therefore, necessary
and worthwile to analyze a few phenomena
and to give factual information about a
number of things. We have to compare
certain situations to find out whether there
is some well organized selective excite-
ment. That will make us alert and protect
us in two directions. On the one hand
there is the danger that we close our eyes
and ignore certain threats. The conse-
quence may be that we discover the truth
when it is too late and when we have to
face a situation which is irreversible. On
the other hand there is the danger that
we, following the protests of some en-
vironmental groups, overemphasize cer-
tain aspects and waste our energy on
minor issues while the real issues remain
untouched. To panic is never the right ap-
proach and can only worsen the situation
and keep people from taking appropriate
measures, What is the reason that people
sometimes overreact, while in other cases
more serious dangers do not receive
enough, if any attention?

in order to come to a balanced ap-

proach some knowledge and some in-
vestigation is required. Let me mention a
few examples, to make clear what | mean.
Later | will come back to them and work
them out in more detail.

First an example of people who, in a
naive way, follow certain action groups,
without sufficiently realizing what the real
problem is. We hear about all kinds of ac-
tions against nuclear power plants. The_

tems. Certain aspecis are overempha-
sized without considering the consequen-
ces and without answering, in an honest
way, the question whether world peace
will be really served by these actions, or
when only one party unilaterally disarms.
in a previous series of articles | have
already paid attention o this development.

A third group we have to recognize is

_the people who are very preoccupied in

“. . . we as Christians should be
the first ones to be
concerned about mismanagement of
God’s beautiful creation.”’

disaster in Chernobyl triggered a new
wave of protests. However, although
there are many impressive slogans, few
people know what the real implications
are of nuclear power planis and whether
doing away with them at all makes things
any better as far as the environment is
concerned. The consequences of the
alternatives are not always properly ana-
lyzed. | will come back io this later.

An example of using a protest action
for political reasons is, when an easy link
is made between nuclear power planis
and nuclear weapons, and an action is set
up to get rid of all modern defense sys-

the protest because they want to reach a
certain goal. They are purposely very
selective in their indignation. A clear ex-
ample of this category is when we hear
environmental groups protest against
seal hunts and the killing of wolves in the
North, while they show little indignation
about the killing of millions of little chil-
dren.

After these general remarks | will try
to have a closer look at certain specific
issues and deal with those in more detail.

— To be continued
W. POUWELSE
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On the occasion of the 50th Anniversary

O June 11 and 12, 1888, the Or
thodox Presbyterian Church observed a
semicentennial umama;mn as the B3rd
General Asse “r"zb y mef at St Davids,
Pennsylvania. That assembly had before
it an invitation m the Orthodox Presby-
terian Church o join the Presbylerian
Church in America and to ba received as
g‘uﬁ of that church. if acted on in & posi-
tive way by the assembly and if that action
was sustained by the prebyieriass and a
subsequent General Assembly, the Or-
ﬁhef{{:} Presbyterian Church would cease
to exist as of January 1, 1888,

Broad Churchism
The history of the Urthodox Preshy-

terian Church goes back beyond Jung 11,
1936, when the church was first organ-
ized. iis history is tied in with m’weéﬁp—
s in the Presbyierian Church, USA,,
and Princeton Theological Seminary. In
1870, a Plan of Reunion between the Old
School and the New Schoot in the North-
ern Church took place. The reunited
church grew rapidly in the naxt sixly
vears. Not only did it grow in numbers,
but it broadened in a deeper and more

significant way — namaely, in doctrine and

haa\:y in iis toleration of teaching that
was Dlatantly amsaw t{; the doctrinal
spivit of its Confession of Faith.

There were two w m;:} inn which the
€ w:vgmm:i of the chiurch took place. One
& 2 push for union with other bod-
es v »«h;c?. were not 58 d‘mimﬁ"\;eiy Calvin-
tic, The other was in the rise of moderm-
e or liberalisr in the church and is
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vate ioleration and even accepian
the church,

The men al Princeion Smmiras‘v led
i '3’@ attack on Br ﬁad murc;:z&m Fran-
. ﬁaum once said Broad vhijmh
the jand between strict orthodoxy
nd Cspaan :**:hdm?s«y "1 Witliam B. Greene,

i rticle entitled “Broad

d i:“w Christian Life.” In this
lefined Broad Churchism as
n y o rwgam uhuwh union as
h dw?:sfsw--
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tives.”’2 it is more or less indifferent to iha
truth; it is “ecclesiastical utilitarianism.”
Whatever is useful 1o bringing about
union of the most churchas must be right
and trua,

The Princeton School did not see
truth served by playing down denomina-
tional distinctives. Patlon said, " The way
o conserve that which is commonioc allis
for each denomination 1o bs jealous of the
doctrines pecullar 1o iiself.”?

in 1903, the Confession of Faith was
revised o tone down its distinctive Calvin-
ism. B.B. Warfield strongly opposed these
changes. ’?‘h‘g revision was helpful toward
the reunion in 1308 with the historically
non-Cal vm;m:{: Cumberiand Presbyviarian
Church. In 1920, there was a proposed
pian for the organic union of the evan-
gelical churches in America. it involved
about twenty other church bodies. The
proposed Plan of Union was passed by
the General Assembly in 1820. At the
assembly the majority report of the com-
mitt aa, an church union was presented by
Dr. J. Ross Stevenson, the President of
?rmcem Theological Seminary. Present
at the assembly as a commissioner was
Dr. J. Gresham Machen, a professor at
Princeton Seminary. During the course of
the following vear Dr. Machen became
the chief spokesman against the plan. He
was encouraged by others on the faculty
such as Warfisid, Greene, Hodge, Aliis
and Davis. Dr. Erdman @m%‘f«‘» SVENSon
i favour of the plan. As a result of the

UR COVER

campaign against the Plan of Union, it
iost in the presbyteries, 150-100.
The union conflict of 1820-21 brought
o a Torefront the great diﬁ;unii}i in the
Prasbyierian Church, U.8. A, a5 a whole
and also the disunily among those who
made up the facully of Princeton Semi-
nary. During this struggle Dr. Warfield died
and Dr. Machen picked up his mantie.
In 1834, the General Assembly had
another Plan of Union before i, this time
providing for an organic union with the
United Presbyterian Church of North
America. Dr. Machen wrois v%gamugiy
against this proposed plan. The plan was
passad by the General Assembly, but the
United Presbyterian Church turned i
down.
During this period thers was the
constant fight against modernism in the
church. One of the naf v rapresentatives
of modernism was Charles A, Briggs. In
1889, he wrote a book entitied Whither?
Thizs book was a call for a new reformation
in which modern sclentific msethods were
preparing the way for this reformation.
Traditional orthodoxy must be abandoned.
Mew historical and Biblical studies, such
as were being advanced in Germany, had
shown that we must reject the verbal in-
spiration and ingrrancy of the Bible. Much
of the Bible is not only outdated but false
and immoral. Briggs also allacked the
Westminster Confession of Faith — in
particular, the strict Calvinism of the
confassion.
in 1891, Charles A, Briggs was for-
mally charged with heresy in the Pres-
bytery of New York. The charges wers
dropped in “the interest of the peace and
quiet of the church.”* However, upon ap-
peal the General -‘-’wcx$ﬁf’ib5§f of ":Bi—;:: Y&~
varsed the decision and ordered the
prastyiery to reconsider the case. He was
%ﬂﬁﬁéﬁ@d by the presbytery in 1893 but
ound guilty by the General Assembly that
same year and suspended from the min-
istry. Sra 1894 and 1800 two other prom-
%n@m men werg also found auaiw and
forced out of the ministry of the church for



not holding to the inerrancy of the Scrip-
tures. At the turn of the century the Pres-
byterian Church, U.S.A., was controiled
by the conservatives.

Fundamentalism

Modernism, however, continued to
flourish, and, in reaction, in the Presby-
terian Church and the church at large

there was the rise of fundamentalism: The |

ndamentalism had been around

spirit of fu
for a long time, but the name begins with

scene. lts intellectual center was found in

Princeton Theological Seminary. The
seminary was in the forefront of the de-
fense of the trustworthiness and inspira-
tion of the Bible. Men such as William
Greene and Robert Dick Wilson argum
against the assaw?ﬁ of §‘3 gher criticism
upon the Old Testament. A.A. Hodge arzd
B.B. Warfield amuaaﬁ fé:sr the verbal in

whose famous modernistic and belliger-
ent sermon was entitled ‘Shall the Fun-
damentalists Win?”’ By 1824, 1,274 Pres-
byterian ministers signed an affirmation
designed to “‘safeguard the unity and
liberty”’ of the church but opposing the
action of the General Assembly of 1923,
which reaffirmed the five fundamentals of
the faith. The new affirmation, which was

spiration amﬁfmﬁ? ancy of the original
autographs of the Scripture. These Prince-
ton men not only argued for the fun-

“Dr. Machen . .

did not care for
fundamentalism’s skeptical attitude toward
scholarship, its attempt to reduce Christianity |G
to a few fundamentals, its dispensationalism
and premillennialism, and its negative
attitude toward Christian liberty.”

the publication of the first volume of The
Fundamentals in 1810. [The Fundamen-
tals is a series of 12 small volumes, writ-

ten by a number of authors, concerning
certain “‘fundamental Christian truths;”

the project was financed by an oliman in
California. The books were distributed to
as many pastors, theologians and theolog-
ical students as addresses were known,
Ed. J.G.] The idea is that Christianity in-
volved certain basic and essential doc-
frines apart from which it does not exist
theoretically and ceases to exist practical-
ly. The rise of fundamentalism is a long
and interesting history which cannot be
summarized here. In the Presbyierian
Church, in connection with the Briggs
case, the General Assembily in the Port-
land Deliverance of 1892 had remindad
“ail under its care that it is a fundamental
doctrine that the Old and New Testa-
ments are the inspired and infallible Word
of God.””s The General ﬂssemmg of 1810
pronounced fi fvﬂ doctrines as 'essential
and necessary.” They were:

1) the inspiration and inerrancy of the Bi-

ble; 2) the virgin birth of Christ; 3) His

substitutionary atonement as g satisfac-

tion to divine justice; 4) His bodily resur-

rection; and 5) the swa*mi;ﬁaé charac-

ter of His "ﬁig?"i}f iracles.
The General Assemblies of 1916 and
1923 said no one who denied these doc-
trines should be permiited to be an officer
in its churches,

The fundamentalist reaction to mod-

ernism was spread throughout the church

damentals of the Christian faith but ex-
pounded the Gospel according to the
uaiv istic doctrine ﬁxgzr&esee:ﬁ in the Con-
fession of Faith.
After Dr. Warfield's death in 1920,

Dr. Machen became the leading spokes-
man not only for the Princeton position in
particular but for fundamentalists in gen-
eral. This is true even though he was not
in agreement with much of fundamen-
talism. He did not care for fundamental-

m’s skeptical attitude toward scholar-
ship, its aitempt to reduce Christianity to
a few fundamentals, its dispensationalism
and premillennialism, and its negative at-
titude toward Christian liberty. He said,
“the term ‘Fundamentalism’ is distasteful
to the present writer.”” He went on to say
it suggesied “'we are adherenis to some
strange new sect.”’” He was interestad in
maintaining the historic Christian faith;
thus, he was willing to stand with funda-
mentalists against modernists. At the
same lime he stood for “‘the vigorous
defense and propagation of the Reformed
or Calvinistic system of doctrine which is
the system *he Bible teaches.”®

Toward a break

Despite the strong stand by most of
the men at Princeton Seminary, Broad
Churchism with an indifferentism to doc-
frinal issues was the order of the day in
the Presbyterian ghn&h"ﬂ, U.8.A ltcame
b ecause of the active support of modern-

sm by men such as Charles Briggs and
%ﬁsﬂ, in 1822, Harry Emerson Fosdick,

knownas the Auburn Affirmation, called
for freedom in interpretation of doctrines
of the church, It directly denied the doc-
trine of inerrancy of the Scriptures. 1t
calied the five points of the Deliverance of
the Assembly of 1923 “theories.” Many of
the signers believed these theories, but
they were willing to allow for other theo-
ries in the church.®
There was a great deal of noise
?mgé the Auburn Affirmation, but the
eneral Assavuy of 1924 took “m ac-
fion” with regard to the signers of the
Auburn Affirmation, and the Assemblies
f 1926 and 1927 in essence made the
broad toleration of doctrin E di%mmw
argued for in the 53\“? irma the official
stance of the churc
Differences with regard to Broad
Churchism, both with regard to union
guestions and the toleration of modern-
ism, came to the forefront not only in the
church but also in Princeton Seﬁm nary.
Dr. J. Ross Stevenson and Dr. Charles
Erdman were evar;ge” Is but wem lead-
ers in the union movement and in the
toleration of various views in the church.
Dr. Machen, as we havs noted, was the
chief spokesman against the union move-
ments and for the defense of the historic
Christian faith and, in particular, the Pres-
byterian and Reformed faith. The s’ffa'ga:;xa
that took place in the church ook pla
also in Princeton Seminary. There, cd"
though a majority of the {aculty stood with
Machen, in the end the President and a
minority of the Board of Directors were
able to get the General Assembly of 192
to reorganize Princeton Theclogical Sem-
inary. Two signers of the Auburn Affirma-
tion were put on the new Board of Trus-
tees. F@m“ Princeton professors resigned
from the faculty. They were Robert Eii.ck
Wilson, szasﬂ T. Allis, J. Gresham
Machen and Cornelius Van Til. These
four professors became part of the facul-
ty of the newly formed Wesiminster
Theological Seminary which was begun
that year in Philadelphia. They were
joined by Allan A. MacRae, Ned B. Stone-
house, Paul Woolley, R.B. Kuiper and, a
year later, by John Murray. The seminary
opened on September 25, 1928, with an
enroliment of 50 students. it was a semi-
nary independent of church control, but
committed to Pm&byﬁ@rian‘ssm and the
Reformed Faith as set forth in the West-
minster Confession ﬁf Faith. Westminster
Seminary was now to take the stand



which had largely characterized the old
s * 3 3 -
rinceton Seminary. It was a seminary
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where modernism would be fought but
o where the Confession of Faith of the

Prasbyterian Churen would be set forth

as true.

The Foreign Missions Board

The formation of Westminsier Theo-
Tlogical Seminary was an imporiant step
toward the eventual formation of a new
chureh; howaver, the actual formation of
that church cames about because of devel-
opments with regard o modernism and
the Foreign Missions Board of the Pras-
byterian Church, U.8 A, As sarly as 1823,
Dr. Robert Dick Wilson had criticized the
Board of Forsign Missions. In 1932, a ma-
jor book appearsd entitied Re-Thinking
Missions. This book with iis very liberal
outlook, as wall as the presence of Pearl
S. Buck on the mission field as a mis-
sionary of the Presbyierian Church, made
Br. Machen focus his attention on foreign
missions as they were bsing carrisd on by
the church. Pearl Buck was a missionary
in China and was well-known bacause
of her novels. She was an outspoken
modernist.

Dr. Machen presentad an overture to
his presbyiery and wrote a 110-page
pamphiat 1o defend i, entitled “Moderm-
isi and the Board of Foreign Missions of
the Prasbyterian Church in the U.8.A7
The Preshylery of New Brunswick de-
feated the overture, but the Presbylery of
Philadelphia passed if, and it weniicthe
General Assembly in 1933. In that assem-
biy the overture got nowhere.

On June 27, 1933, Dr. Machen and
others formed the indepandent Board for
Prasbyterian Foreign Missions. The in-
dependent Board was to promois Pras-
byterian principles, but the Board iiself
was independent of any church, Imme-
diatsly, the ecclesiastical organization of
the Prasbyterian Church, U8 A, moved
10 take action against the Independent
Board. The General Council of the Gen-
eral Assembly sent oul a 43-page pam-
phiet entitled " Studies in the Constitution
of the Presbyterian Church inthe U.S.A
The bottom line was that every member of
the church is required to support the of-

:

1George P. Hutchinson, The History Behind the Reformed Presbylerian Church Evangslice! 8

Akid., 179,
2bid.
4ibid., 16
Sihid., 16
Sihid., 17
4. Grasham Machen, What is Christianity?,
fdutchinson, 182,

£

5 &0

*For a full discussion see Edwin H. Rian, The Presbyierian Conffict, 1840, 29-58.

Oibid., 311, 312,

1851,

ficial programs of the church. The siate-
ment was mads thal:
A church member or an individual church
that will not give to promots the officially
authorized missicnary program of the
Presbyterian Church is in exactly the
same position with reference o the Con-
shiution of the Church as a church mem-
ar o an individual church that would
“refuse o take part in the celebration of
the Lord’s Supper or any of the pre-
seribad ordinances of the denomination
as sat forth in Chapter VH of the Form of
Government, e

The General Assambly of 1934 issued a

S R T R e

tried, but there were several other trials.
The Rev. Carl Meintire in West Jersey,
Dr.J. Oliver Buswell in Chicago and five
men in Philadeiphiz including Paul Wool-
ey were brought o trial and found guilty.

The Covenant Unlon and The Guard-
ian were prepared for the aveniuality of
the need for separation should the Gen-
aral Assembly of 1835 uphold the consii-
tutionality of the mandate of 1834 and the
sentences of the men who had been tried
by the presbyteries.

in 19386, the General Assembly up-
held the conviction of Dr. Machen and
others who had been suspended from the

A R S

% . . Broad Churchism is the land
between sirict orthodoxy and open infidelity.
. . . the tendency to regard Church union as

more important than Church distinctives.
. . . more or less indifferent to the truth.”
B A R o

Deliverance on the matter of the indepen-
dent Board and said that Presbyterians
assoclated with the Independent Board
must either leave the board or the church.
The General Assembly directed the pres-
byteries to take action against thoss who
would refuse its deliverance.

Dr. J. Gresham Machen
suspended: a new church

As a result of the actions of the Gen-
aral Assembly of 1834, the Presbyterian
Constitutional Covenant Union was or-
ganized on Juna 27, 1935, and The Pres-
byterian Guardian was started in the fall of
1835 1o be s voice.

The Presbytery of new Brunswick on
December 20, 1934, brought charges
against Dr. Machen because he refused
t0 sever his connsction with the Indspen-
dent Board. On March 29, 1935, he was
declared guilty and suspended from the
munistry of the church with the sentence
held up until the case coulkd be heard in the
higher courts, Noi only was Dr. Machen

Vidinutes of the 1sf General Assembly of the Prashyterian Chwroh of America.
i2Ned B. Stonehouse, J. Greshiam Machen, 1885, 502,
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ministry of the church. OnJune 11, 19386,
the Covenant Union was dissolved and 34
ministers, 17 ruling elders and 79 laymen
signed an act of association and docirinal
statement 1o constitute themselves the

- General Assembly of the Presbyterian

Church of America. The church was sued
bacause of its name by the Presbyisrian
Church, US.A., and in 1839, changed
its name to the Orthodox Presbyvierian
Church.

The new church was to “continue
the true spirifual succession of the Pres-
byterian Church in the U.SA " “We
became members, at last, of 3 rue Pres-
byterian Church,” 2 said Machen in The
Guardian. But was it a true Presbyierian
church or did it have some distancs (o go
to reach that goal? To answer that gues-
tion one must see what was happening in
Waestminster Theological Seminary and in
the Indspendent Board.

— To be continued
DONALD J. DUFF

mroch, 1974, 178, 178,
283,
The Actual Affinmation is found in the Appendix, Note 1, pp. 281-287.



News from the

Teachers’ College

1. No fanfare

The Canadian Reformed Teachers’
College opened in September, 1981 with
little fanfare, and continues to operate
with little fanfare also. And why should
fanfare be required when we go about our
task to prepare young people for that
wonderful task of ““telling the next genera-
tion. .. ?” Such a divine mandaie can-
not but receive continued — and we hope
increasing — support, both spiritually and
financially. The Teachers’ College has
been able to develop two attractive and,
by all reports, effective pre-service pro-
grammes for teachers, while providing
other services to the schools as well.

2. Our graduates

On May 30, 1986, another group of
students graduated from the CANADIAN
REFORMED TEACHERS' COLLEGE,
bringing the total number of C.R.T.C.A.
graduates to 21. All graduates are pres-
ently employed (full time or part time) by
our schools across Canada:

— Ebenezer Canadian Reformed School,
Chatham, ON: 1
— Covenant Christian School,
London, ON:
— Dufferin Area Christian School,
Carman, MB:
— Guido De Bres High School,
Hamilton, ON:
— Immanuel Christian School,
Winnipeg, MB: 2
— Ebenezer Canadian Reformed
School, Smithers, BC: 1
— John Calvin School,
Burlington, ON: 3
— John Calvin School,
Smithville, ON: 5
— Maranatha Christian School,
Fergus, ON: 2

3. The year 1986-1987

On September 2, 1986, the College
commenced its sixth year of operation
with the following student body:
DIPLOMA OF TEACHING —

3-year programme:
— 1st year: 3 students: from Carman
and Niagara.

w NN

— 2nd year: 4 students: from Carman,
Cloverdale, and Smith-
ville.

— 3rd year: 6 students; from Atter-

cliffe, Cloverdale, Neer-
landia, Orangeville, Shel-
burne and Toronto.

DIPLOMA OF EDUCATION —
1-year programme:
— 3 students: from Abbotsford, Burling-
ton, and Dundas.
In the past we have often encoun-
tered ‘late comers,’ and also this year we
may expect some to arrive later this year.

4. The faculty for 1986/1987

Fulltime:
W.F. Horsman: Curriculum 341, Mathe-
matics, Psychology, Teaching Workshop.

T.M.P. VanderVen: Church History, Cur-
riculum 342, Foundations of Education,
Language Arts, Children’s Literature.

A. Witten: Curriculum, Physical Educa-
tion, Social Studies, Sociology, Special
Education, Teaching Workshop.

Parttime:
Dr. W. Helder: English; Rev. R. Aasman:
Bible (NT); Mrs. L. Selles: French Cur-
riculum.

Further, the students of the DIPLO-
MA OF EDUCATION programme attend
classes at the Theological College in the
course SYMBOLICS offered by Dr. J.
Faber. ‘

5. Facilities

You can find the Teachers’ College
still in the basement of the Cornerstone
Canadian Reformed Church in Hamilton.
Again the Hamilton church made her
building available for nominal cost. Yet
we are glad that the building fund is grow-
ing, and that concrete plans can be drawn
up for our “own’’ facilities.

The library is steadily increasing,
reaching the 5000 items. This includes
some 80 journals used by students and
teachers alike. From the budget papers
it may be noted that from year to year a
generous library allowance can be made
available, and this is necessary to allow

us to purchase up-to-date materials and
books. Also the function of the computer
in education receives attention, and a
study is being undertaken in co-operation
with the Principals’ Association.

In March, 1986, the College received
a generous donation towards the pur-
chase of video equipment. Brothers and
sisters in Carman, MB, made it possible
to purchase 31 video tapes with educa-
tional programmes which are well used
in the College.

6. Training schools

| repeat here what has been writ-
ten before: a Teachers’ College cannot
function without assistance of the local
schools in providing practical training op-
portunities for teachers-to-be, and the
College is grateful for the tremendous co-
operation received from principals and
teachers in our Reformed schools.

Students in the 1st and 2nd year
of the DIPLOMA OF TEACHING pro-
gramme receive four weeks of practical
training in each of these years, while the
third year students ‘enjoy’ (more or less!)
ten weeks of practice. This will provide
them with a good preparation for the life
of real teaching. Part of the Diploma of
Education programme consists of ten
weeks of practice teaching as well. All in
all, during this current year some 118
weeks of practice teaching are required.

From this it is clear that the local
schools indeed make a considerable
contribution to the programmes at the
Teachers’ College. In addition to the On-
tario schools, we are also able to make
(limited) use of schools in other provinces
during the week immediately following the
Christmas vacation. 2nd year students
from other provinces have the opportunity
to spend a week at the school in their
home town. To date student teachers
have worked in the schools at Winnipeg,
Carman, Grand Rapids, Cloverdale, Neer-
landia, and Smithers, as well as at a
Christian school in Ottawa. We are also
pleased to note that this intense con-
tact with the schools helps to promote a
healthy development of our educational
endeavours across the country.
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7. Needs

There are indications that we may
expect that the need for teachers will
certainly not decrease in the coming
years, especially with the opening of new
schools in the Cloverdale-Langley and the
Burlington areas. In addition, the Re-
formed schooels of our sister churches in

‘Australia also continue to ask forteach~-

ers. (And who will heed those calls from
‘down under’?)

Yet more importantly, there is a con-
tinued need to seriously and Christianly
think about teaching and learning in order
for our schools to remain Reformed. it is
in this respect that the work at the Col-
lege takes on particular importance as a

place where special effort is made fo
define and describe Reformed educa-
tional practices. Much use is made of
knowledge, insights, and expertise of
others, including our colleagues from
overseas. We are the first to acknowledge
that much is yet to be investigated and
o be learned, and we certainly do not
claim to have reached definitive thought

~about-Heformed-education—A-Christian—

teacher from Australia wrote,
... Today’s view of Christian educa-
tion must not be thought of as a final
one, for that would limit God. Direcled
by Him, with the gift of the Holy Spirit,
we must continue as a concerned
community working together to deep-
en and refine our insights and activi-

ties . . . (Jenny Brooks in No icing On

The Cake . . . ).
Fully agreed, and therefore our concern
is and should be with the teacher. The
Loro commands us to tell the next gen-
eration of His great deeds. And those
divenely-mandated storyteliers need con-
tinuous instruction in God’s WORD to en-
rich their own understanding, and to be

of that divinely inspired WORD, so that
they may share with their students (as
prophets, priests, and kings!) their own
awe and wonder when studying God's
WORK of creation in all subiect areas.

T.M.P. VANDERVEN

abile toinstruct the children onihe basis —

NEWS MEDLEY

Let us start this time with a little appstizer.

Sometimes strange or rather strange things happen in our
church life. We could fill quite a few pages if we wished to
mention them all. However, if you get too much of the same
thing at once, you get indigestion, and we would rather pre-
vent this.

it is not because | do want to mention it every time, but
{ could not but notice that somewhere '"Council decides to sing
the Apostles’ Creed every other Sunday.” | wonder whether
the congregation got a chance to sing it “every other Sunday.”

We do not like “‘charming’’ things, but | was wondering
what happened in this case: A baptised attestation has been
sent to the Church at A. for B.”

Back to reality.

In the Fraser Vailey an office-bearers’ conference was held
where the Rev. J. Visscher spoke on “Effective Counselling
in the Church.” It was very well attended, much better than
the conferences which | attended in Southern Ontario. Mind
vou, there they have one every six months or so; yet, the
nurnber of those attending was oftentimes very disappointing.
Voices were heard here inthe Valley to have it more often for
mutual edification.

Even in Western Australia the idea has caught on. The
Armadale Consistory report mentions that “An invitation has
been sent to the Consistories of Albany, Byford, and Kelmscott
to attend an Elders’ Conference. . . . it is proposed 1o present
an introduction on ‘The Annual Homevisit.” 7

More than once we mentioned the growth of our congrega-
tions. There is only one less encouraging aspect to this: most
of the growth, if not all of it, comes from inside the church,
not by receiving others into the communion of saints. Even so,
it is very gratifying and proot of the Lord’s mercy upon us.

Let’s mention a few cases in which this growth is object
of discussion.

The Cloverdale Church tells us that ““The consistory esti-
mates that soon we will reach the point where we are going
to have to consider various options: a larger church building,
a division of the congregation into two wards, the institution
of a new congregation. At the present time we have no firm
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recommendations to pass on 1o you, but all the options will
be looked at closely.”

From another congregation, the one at Fergus, comes the
following.

“Although some members have left in recent weeks, our
congregation continues 1o grow: we are now over 550 and are
beginning to inch nearer to the number of 600 members. If this
rate of growth continues, we have reached that plateau in a

- few years.”

From an early Neerlandia bulletin we quote: “Brother A.
gives some detailed information from the Building Commitiee as
to the finished plans. The Commitiee will hang the plans in the
church and further inform the congregation on developments.”

Jumping all the way to Australia again, we learn from the
Kelmscott bulletin that there the growth of the congregation(s)
is being looked at under the aspect of another church as well.
Cloverdale spoke of “'various options.” Kelmscott mentions
some.

“In response to a number of questions some remarks are
made, including:

1. a two-ward system would be easier financially;

2. a separate meeting of members who would form the
new congregation could be of benefit once the decision has
been made to proceed with the proposals;

3. The formation of another congregation would, it is con-
sidered, have substantial spiritual benefits; . . . .

4. whilst it may be desirable to establish a new congrega-
tion further afield, there is little option at this stage but to form
another congregation in the Kelmscott area;

5. church members are encouraged to make their views
on church development known to the consistory.”

In Carman, "'A while ago the leader of our Youth Society
faced a hesalthy problem. The consistory room in which they
meet is 100 small. No wonder, there are twenty-eight members.”
Now they decided to split “into boys and girls groups.”

From congregations o buildings is a litlle step.

Our readers will recall that in Coaldale there were negotia-
tions with the Christian Reformed Church of Lethbridge re-
garding purchase of the church building by the latter. Now the
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s certainly necessary after so many years. m’*ﬂ from the

Burtingion-West bulletin we learned that ancther Massed Choir
Ten ohoirs

bn?r‘fgm is In the making for the Spring of 1887,

witl & be wri:icaf‘é ing,

onksm:z forward 10 receiving a
ancs and concert, As oy readers

i ‘ :
there was such a concart In a packed c:até’za@fai Iy

dgpr The bz—:eﬂz"f is for the handicapped were consideral
uum 50 was the o Wioh wa recelved from attending the con-



t from the repeated listening to the cassetie which was
aifabie. | cannot count the times we have been a&, 13-

cert, and
made av
ing 1o it

i do not expect the cassettes to be les e‘i
the purpose of the performancs and of the sale of casseties!
aid for the handi a:am;,,ad in our midst, butls a gg adly pay that
amount in order to have another delightful tape.

Cine reguest: please do not include any songs that are on
the tape we already have.

ﬁln aki {;{}ﬁ» iz pes, i

an $10, sesing

aﬁd iis %;e”wd with much pleasurs o a concert f:,weﬂ by the choir

“Soli Deo Gloria” and by a Brass Quartet, newly formed. There
was aise solo violin and an organ solo. Although | know who
played the violin, yet | failed 1o find the name of the musician
with the proper credit for this contribution of his. What | aiso
iaoked for in vain were the names of the members of the brass
quariet. Another time all the contributors should be properly
acknowiedged, especially so since the program contained
a complste list of the choir members, divided into the four
sgparate voices.

I 1 understand it well, ali participanis undertook the four
hundred kilometers long ;mmey 8] Azbany to give the concert
there. Tha %;»mi;w srhood there will have appreciated their ef-
forts greatly, I'm sure.

From private correspondence | may also pass on the en-
mu:‘ag%rsg‘ news that in the Arm aﬁa;e:ﬁyfwdﬁ{e mscott area
“Enocugh money has been raised within the congregations io
purchase 25 new instruments. These have been given 1o in-
teresied students aged 11-13. They are all recsiving music
essons. There are approximately 10 members on a waitin

{
list in case someone loses interest or is no longer able {o play.”
Aren’t you jealous?
Where will this good example find followers?
Let us end in our own country.
i would not be surprised if Neerlandia were the only con-

Ldid receive a cassetie from Ausiralia.

m’maﬁm that still uses the King James Version in the wor-
f»:mg:: services,

i he Fm" De Jager traced in the bulletin the decisions of
the various general synods and pointsd also o the discrepan-
cy that exists between family-worship and congregational wor-
ship, noting that in very ma any | farnilios either the New American
Standard Bible is be ing used or the Revised Standard Version.
He pleads for uniformity and states It is our sincere wish that
the consisiory will take initiatives.”

Foras long as we are in this dispensation wa shall never
have the privilege of reading a periect transiation of the Holy
Scriptures. No transiation is inspired. Sometimes we get the
impression as f some defenders of the King James Version
consider this transiation to be — if not quite, then almost —
i%%sp%;ed And sometimes we read submissions by persons who
never learned Hebrew or Gresk, in which the impression is
given as if the languagsas in which the Lord gave His Word
criginally ars their daily means of communication.

 am convinced that our churches examined the various
aspects of Bible transiations sufficiently in the course of these
past thirly years 10 coms 1o a responsible decision, namsly, that
ihere were no overriding objections 1o the Revised Standard
Version and that it could be recommended for use in the wor-
ship services. This decision was not iaken hastily, as every
one can see for himseif.

There should be no discrepancy between the language
of a translation of God’s Word and the language we use in
every day life. If the former is sort of archaic, the danger is
not imaginary that the Holy Scriptures become a strange ele-
ment in the lives of many.

That would be disastrous.

Hopefully we can be a littls

This is all for now.

maore cheary next time.

VO







The shoriening days and cooler nighls,
the shilli clarity of the bell on a ciisp Sep-
tember morming signal the beginning of
another school vear — another chapter in
the adventure tale of learning that we hope
our school experience may be and that we
should strive 1o make it

Al the start of any new enterprise, the
guestion of “why"’ is ahways at the forefront,
Now of course we do not have {0 re-define
the whys and whersfores of Reformed
Christian education af the beginning of
each new school year; the answsers o
those guestions had beller he clear o us at
ail times. S, i is good to be reminded
why we have these institutions, which de-
mand so much of us in terms of time and
commitment, and of course money. That
thought struck home quite forcefully over
the last several months in reading the
papers.

A small group of parents in Sudbury,
Ontario, went to court io challenge the
legality, under the Charier of Pights and
Freedoms, of a provision in the Ontario
Education Act which requires that the
school day must open or cloge with the
reading of Scriptures or suitabls readings
and the Lord’s Prayer or suitable pravers (a
provision which, by the way, s widely ig-
nored), Even though there is an “opt out”
clause, the litigant’s claim that peer pres-
sure {ends {0 negate that option and that
any vestige of raligion in the schools is an
infringement on someone’s rights. The On-
tario Supreme Court denied the petition,
but there was a significant dissenting vole.

These svents prompted Toronto Star
columnist Frank Jones fo write a plece
headlined, Religion has a Place In Schools.
t was just beginning lo smile at the for-
once-favourable sentiment, when | read the
first Hne: 1 don't believe in God, but |
believe in prayers.” There followed one of
the most convoluded pleces of wilting | have
ever encountered. The upshot of the plece
was thal the author favoured the regulation
because “those prayers and readings have
the potential to take us oul of curselves, to
take us beyond owr narrow, seliish view of
the world, 1© get in touch with the inner
goodness.” He also bemoans the paucity
of Scripture knowledge because of the
resuliing cultural Impoverishment In terms
of heritags and language.

Do we need any mome convinaing?
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The emphasis in Charter litigation in this
area is all on the right 1o DiSbelieve. We
must keep out of our public instiiutions any
mention of faith or religion for fear of jleopar-
dizing the righis of those who dishelieve.
Let us be grateful for the freedom thal re-
mains © us io operate our own schoois and
be vigilant, hoth in prayer and action, 1o
try 10 maintain that freedom. OHA ET
LABORA

In view of the foregoing, the truth ex-
pressed in the following poem is, all the
more comiorting. The posm was encoun-
sered in The Beacon, the paper of the Car-
man, Manitoba school.

The Anvil — God's Word

Last eve | passad beside a

blacksmill's door,

And heard the anvil ring the vesper
chime;

Then, looking in, | saw upon the floor

Oid hammers, worn with beating years
of tims.

“How many anvils have you had,”
said §,

“To wear and balter all these hammers
so?”

YJust one,” said he, and then with
winkiing eye

“The anvil wears the hammers out, you
know.”

And so, thought |, the anvil of God's
Word

For ages skeptic blows have beat
upon;

Yet, though the noise of falling blows
was heard,

The anvil is unharmed — the hammers
gona,

Author Unknown

The school in Watiord, Ontaric, re-
caived some very welcome visiors from the
Metherlands this past June; namely, a
representative delegation from the Founda-
tion for Aid o Reformed Education Abroad
{loosely ranslaied). The Watford school
had been in receipt of soms financial assis-
tance from this Foundation for the past two
yvears already, and on this particular eve-
ning received a sizeable chegque allowing
the school o clesr its mortgage. This was
indeed a boost for a small and heavily bur-
dened society. | can speak of some 8x-

perience in this regard since “Credo”
school of Brampion-Toronto was a reciplent
of similar assistance shorlly after i was
established several years ago. Therefore
the same delegation that visited Watford
paid a call at “Credo” as well, 10 s8e what
use s financial assistance had been put fo.
After a tour of the school and an hourdong
mesting with the Board they expressed
themselves quite pleased with the visible
fruits of our rmutual labours. Most impontant-
ly, we experienced and were able o ox-
oress io one ancthar the oy of the unity of
faith which made such cooperation possi-
ble. Our thanks that avening, as always,
was o our faithful Covenant God for His
many, gracious gifts.

As a final tem for this time, | leave you
with the following poem for you 1o consider.
Al the commencement of ancther school
year, parenis and teachers have fond
hopes and sxpectations of their children,
expeciations which somstimes fail 1o reckon
with the whole personality of the child con-
earned. This poem has an implict message
in that regard. (Thanks 10 Mrs. Tilema for
the contribution.)

Followers

The difference in children
is sean everywhers,
in colours of clothing,
in what they do wear.
Now some of them leaders,
Or followers will be,
In some, independence
Wil gain mastery.
The folf'wers can stilf have
The highest I(,
In life be creative,
And work want to do.
They'll grow in the places
Where they're not in charge,
Where lasks that are given
Their skills do enlarge.
Though working as foll'wers
Does not gel much praiss,
They're working for MASTER
For Ged, all thelr days.

ida Tillema

F.C.LUDWIG
B1 Ssaborn Hoad,
Brampton, ON



Sixty-fifth Birthday—

Rev. M. van Beveren

These are the minutes of the meeting
of the congregation of the Providence
Canadian Reformed Church of Edmon-
ton, AB, held August 22, 1986, starting
at 8:00 p.m. in our school gymnasium.

The place was packed, with over 300
people present. And no wonder! This meet-
ing was a celebration in honour of our min-
ister, Rev. M. Van Beveren, who reached
the ripe young age of sixty-five years on
August 16, 1986. If all our congregational
meetings were as well attended, we would
never have cause to complain.

Our able M.C. for the evening was br.
Jack DeHaas who because of a cast on
his leg which had broken when his horse
fell on him, hobbled about a lot all eve-
ning.

Our opening song was ‘“‘We praise
Thee O God, our Redeemer, Creator.”
Psalm 103 was read and br. DeHaas led
in prayer. In his lively introduction br.
DeHaas stressed the fact that this was only
a birthday party, not a retirement party. He
also suggested, among other things, that
Rev. Van Beveren could still be preaching
at the age of eighty years.

Next we had a song of dedication to
our minister led by ldelle Peters. Then we
had an entertaining piece by a few ladies
of the Ladies’ Society.

The proceedings were regularly in-
terspersed with humourous anecdotes by
the chairman about the minister’s activi-
ties. That that was an easy thing should
not surprise anyone who knows Rev. Van
Beveren. Humour is an integral part of his
life. Many an otherwise dreary meeting
was rescued by our minister.

Br. P. Eelhart reminisced about his
experiences with Rev. Van Beveren in
Fergus.

After singing “‘Rejoice, the Lord is
King,” Pauline DeHaas poetically remin-
isced about our beloved minister.

Thereafter the Young People’s pre-
sented Rev. Van Beveren with a “‘Large”’
cookie about three feet in circumference,
since he once voiced his opinion in our
bulletin about no cookies at Sunday morn-
ing coffee served by the Y.P.S.

A scavenger hunt organized by the
Y.P.S. followed. Our youngest generation

Cake cutting |

Our youngest generation getting
ready to start singing ‘“Loving
Shepherd of Thy Sheep”

455



fram ages zero (o 18n, aboy
them, led us in singing © wwzg x;axe,ﬁwm
of Thy Shaep.”

r’ic?“sry Baker gave a (condansed) ver-
gion of our minister’s caresr entitied “2
Leader's Digest.”

Thereafter we learmed all about the
ingradients of the birthday cake and how
i make i

it was — believe it or notl — seven
feat Gng and a good one and one half fest
wide, Dor't ask me how much bweighed.
Many participants lighted the cake.

& beautiful plant was presented o
Fev. and Mrs. Van Beveren by the first
rhssrj {0 be baptized by him in Edmonion,

Heather Muis. The first couple married by
Htew. Van Beveren in Edmonton 1, Adlan
and Monica Dewlt, presented ihe minister
with a beautiful modsl kit

“We are overwheimed,” were the first
words of our minister's reply. This was fol-
towed by the cake-cutling ceremony,

Al in all many words of thanks and
apnreciation wers spoken. The Lord has
given us numsrous bless "‘*’sgx‘s i our min-
ister, and we hope He will vet strengthen
hirm for his lask for many more years with
his wife m side him, who after & lengthy
fliness has through God's grace seen
fiﬂ"»ﬁk%“f%« improvemnant during the past

year.

Closing remarks of thanks were made
o ail who participated and io everyone
present. The Lord provided us with a very
enjoyable evening. Let us give thanks o
Him.

We sang "Now, thank we all ocur
God,”" wheraafter br. Ben Hofsinlk led In
thanksgiving prayer.

DOUWE 3. POSTMA

“A woman who fears the

On June 24, 1986 the Women's Sock-
?‘; ,8cla ?;«;ie Of Cloverdaie, BO 5“0 e:—:s:ﬁ
ne 23rd Annual League Day for the ladiss
of the Canadian Peformed i‘?numhe@ in
the Fra “rr v Hay and the American B
formed Church in Lynden, »ﬁfa@hmmfun

it was za Kzsamasu! “Sunny Suree« ”
d&y as 242 ladies arrived at the Cloverdak

hureh building. After registration and a
mn of coffes, the moring sassion was
opened by Mrs. P. Yanderguglen, With
Mrs. W. S houlen acoompanying us on
the organ, we sang Psalm 87 stanzas five
and six. Mrs, P, Vandergugten read with
us from Genesis 1:26-31, Genesis 211824
and | Pater 3:1-7, after which she led in
DYayer.

9«
fz

o

Lord is io be praised’

Y

Froverbs 31

A worg of welcome was ¢
all thoss present and é%sz::e sai
::iiesafmm Lynden, as this ysé *fi
C
o

mu
i
= O
s }
s L
[
[«
s
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ial ait wda* e from this rec

CrGEe as

The ladise from C( overdale choae
the thems for this day the ai}mm guctaiion,
After singing Psalm 48 sfanza 4, Mrs. W
da Glint presenied her topic, Tﬁe:» Position
of Womenin the Old and New Testament.”
She staried with several parlin &em Gues-

fions such as: Do you think our da o,h"& 8
shiould recel w:‘« cmmuad educs :m 7 What
about women in the work pla e7’ athwe

a place for a woman on a ::
or Committee of Administrail
on 10 say thai we must ug

30

o give us guidance in answering these
nuestions, When we reaﬁ ?he Bible we
oome o understand ¢

re &im mian

and woman in diffs 2
has her own Unigus a

in Genesis 1:28-31,
God made man, male an rj emale in the
image of God. Tage her thay recel
their Creator's blessing and ‘m‘gc&har thay
gived their ta 3% — e frudtiud, %"c
miultiply, and il sarth c:vf”s(,‘é ‘amwe
Although man am:é WOTNEN reneiy
same task, they have diff
iy fuifiling that lask.
functions they recelive
teristios.
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L-R: Mrs. Jane de Glint, Introducer; Mrs. Sarah Vandergugten, President — morning seSsion;

Mrs. Hester Schouten, Organist

with a certain order. He made man the
head, and thus he has the ultimate respon-
sibility. However man cannot be the head
without woman’s contribution. Man and
woman need each other. Knowing their
tasks and appreciating each other’s unique
gifts, they can live to the honour of God
their Creator.

In Genesis 3 we can read how sin en-
tered the world and corrupted the whole
creation. God came down from heaven
and called Adam to give account of his
actions. The Lord pronounced judgment
but also gave the promise of restoration.
We can conclude that the fall into sin has
corrupted all created things, but through
grace God maintains the order of creation.
We can still understand and experience
some of creation’s beauty if we accept
God in faith and want to live according to
His ordinances.

Several examples can be found in the
Old Testament where man and woman
have received different positions but they
are both blessed by the Lord when they
do their work faithfully in the position the
Lord has given them. Many women played
an important role in the history of salva-
tion (Hannah, Mary, Anna). In these ex-
amples we see that the Bible, neither in
the Old Testament nor in the New, pushes
women to the background, but gives her
a position of honour and respect.

In | Corinthians 11:2-16 Paul points
out that the head of man is Christ. Man
can never feel dominant or proud since
he himself has to acknowledge a head.
The New Testament does not do away
with the fact that God created man first
and made him responsible. Paul points

out that we cannot base our convictions
and lifestyle on godless philosophies, but
we have to show in our conduct and ap-
pearance that we are accepting our place
as God has designed it, (I Peter 3).
Mrs. de Glint concluded with stating
that, “The Lord has given women a beau-
tiful task and the strength and capacities
to fulfill it. Let us show our joy and grate-
fulness for the privilege of receiving such
an honourable task. Let us always look
forward to the day we can behold the glory
of God in fullness and praise our Creator

The annex during lunch hour

in perfect harmony,” (Revelation 21:1-4,
Revelation 22:3-5).

in the discussion that followed, sev-
eral interesting questions were brought
forward. Some of them were: Why were
males circumsized in Old Testament times,
while the females did not receive a sign
of the covenant? Should women be mem-
bers of a school board? Should women

| _vote for office-bearers? What is the task

of barren women? What about higher edu-
cation for girls? In Old Testament times
girls were trained for domestic duties —
is this still done today?

In summary, we came to the follow-
ing conclusions. It was possible but not
necessary to perform circumcision on fe-
males since woman was included with and
represented by man, in the covenant. In
other religious practices such as the Pass-
over the females were present, so they
were not excluded. Concerning school
boards or committees it was generally felt
that women could assist men in these ca-
pacities, however, we should always be
aware of the danger of role reversals. It
was suggested that perhaps single women
or women without children could under-
take some of these tasks. We also con-
cluded that appointing office-bearers was
the consistory’s task and voting by the
men of the congregation should be suffi-
cient to enable the consistory to appoint
suitable men. However it was suggested
that the women be present so that the con-
gregation as a whole would pray and give
thanks for the new office-bearers. It was
also felt that girls who have the talents
should continue their studies, since edu-
cation is always beneficial in our lives.
However, we must prepare our daughters
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for being homemakers also. If girls con-
template marriage they must be prepared
to give up further education or careers in
order to raise a family.

Following the discussion Mrs. R.
Hoeksema recited a poem entitled “The
Masterpiece” by Margaret Penner Toews,
after which we sang the League Song,

“Sing God’s Glory.” We were then served |

a delicious lunch which was prepared by

some of the Cloverdale ladies. Mrs. G.
Bysterveld read Psalm 138 and led in pray-
er before and after lunch. Happy Birthday
was also sung to Mrs. vanderMolen who
was celebrating her 72nd birthday. Cards
to be sent to the women on the mission
fields, were also passed around and signed
by all those present.

Mrs. B. Janzen opened the afternoon
session and we sang Psalm 119 stanzas 2,
24, 66, after which we read from Deuteron-
omy 6:1-9 and Proverbs 31. Mrs. T. De Vries
then presented her topic, “‘The Importance
of the Mother in Teaching Biblical Values.”

She made us aware that our task as
parents is a God-given task, and therefore
a very serious responsibility. God’s children
have to be trained in the way of the cove-
nant. “‘Our families are a link in the chain
which the Almighty is forging.” We must
teach our children obedience, love, trust, and
honesty so that they will learn to renounce
their will, and obey the Lord when they have
grown to maturity. Children need our consis-
tent and continual guidance. We as adults
are their live examples. We should have and
take the time to talk with our children. “‘Hav-
ing children and bringing them up in the fear
of the Lord is not just a woman's office, but
both parents have to direct themselves to

L-R’ Rhea Bulthuis, Grace Wendt, Rhonda Van Delden took care of twenty-one members of the

wet set and still smiling
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Mrs. Jane Woltjer (centre) chief organizer in the kitchen. Pictured with her are (L) Mrs. Mien

Leyenhorst and (R) Mrs. Tricia Visscher

the development of their children, each with
their own talents and in their own way.”

In the discussion that followed several
practical aspects of being a mother were
discussed. Although no one particular meth-
od of teaching was advocated, it was gen-
erally agreed upon that the time we spend
with our _children is very important, as we
are role models for them. The discussion
was closed and we sang Psalm 78 stan-
zas 1, 2, 3.

We were then entertained by the Lang-
ley ladies who tested our Bible knowledge
with a quiz — Women in the Bible. Next,
general discussion was held during which
the various duties for the next year’s
League Day were outlined. After singing
Psalm 25 stanzas 2, 6, 7 the League Day
was closed with prayer. Refreshments
(prepared by the Chilliwack ladies) were
served before everyone headed for home.

We were very privileged to have been
able to attend this League Day, and we
thank our Father in heaven who gave us
this, and so-many other blessings. May
we all take to heart what we have heard
regarding our tasks in this life, and pray
that our Father will give us everything we
need to fulfill these tasks.

C.M. VAN VLIET

GHURCH NEWS




Dear Busy Beavers,

Did you remember October 31 is also Reformation Day?

_The older Busy Beavers will remember why i is called |

Reformation Day.

Long ago in the year 1517, Martin Luther fook his ham-
mer and nalled an important paper o the church door In
Wittenberg. Exactly on October 31.

Today we say i%‘%ai was the start of the Great Reformation.

Maybe you will say what a big word!

Reformation? What's that!

Well, Martin Luther knew the form of the church had gone
wrong. Tha church had fo be made better, improved, re-formed.

Did | hear vou ask why the church had to change?

{ will teli you it you don’t remember.

Martin Luther knew church people were not reading the
Bible. The ministers in church talked to the peopis about God
in & language they couldn’t understand. People prayed notio
the Lord, but asked Mary and other “holy” people who had
died to pray o God for them. And that wasn’t aill

You can sse how much the church neaded 1o bs brought
back to the Bible. The Lord used men like Martin Luther and
John Calvin to show people once again the treasure of His
Word. Only the Bible can teach us about our heavenly Father.

And now you have one more question, | know.

Why should we think about something that happened s¢
long ago? 15177 that’s more than 400 years ago!

Why do we bother?

Can ym imagine what happensd when Martin Luther
started telling people what the Bible really said? How the Lord
because He loved His people gave His Son io rescus us from
sin and Satan? They had never understood that in church. And
now the Lord openad their eyes to His wonderful care and
goodness. The Lord did this through the work of Reformers
like Martin Luther and John Calvin as { just said, but alss others.

What wmdam.sé care the Lord showed for His Churchl

Today we, too, may be thankiul for the Lord’s care for Mis
Church. We, oo, may read that Bible Martin Luther discovered
to a church that had gone astray. T

Let’s read that Bible then, carsfully ihrn%{?u%iyﬁ
¢

,
it is the rule for the way we live today in
3 o "

Birthday wishes

To ali our November Busy Beavers we wish a very happy
birthday and, the Lord willing, many happy returns of the dayi

Here's hoping vou have a rsally good time celebrating with
your family and friends, and may the Lord bless and keep vou
in the year ahead!

NOVEMBER

Jennifer Stam 2 Wesley Werkman 13
Michells Medembilik 5 David De Bruin i4
Tammi Pisterman 8 Kerri-Anng Wierenga 14
andy Dykstra 7 Sheryl Linde 15
Alex Meerstra 11 Peter John Sikkema 15
Julla Jonker 12 Karen Heres 1
Ken Stam 12 Shawn Veenendaal 18
Aimee Jagt i3 Karen Vandergaag 21
Michael Schouten 13 Cristie Bullje 25

Above picture by Busy Bsaver

.,

landa Van Spronsen




Cailing Busy Beaver Cooks!
Are you aliowed 10 make cockies on vour own?
Busy Beaver Tesna Buzeman sent this one in a while agoe

£

aiready. We call these “Chocolate Haystacks.” Teena calls

them:
Cart Dslights
2 cups sugar e teaspoon vanilla
& tablespoons cocoa 1 cup shredded coconut
e oup butier 3 cups oats

Ve cup milk ]

Combine sugar, cooos, bulter and milk in saucepan. Bring to
a boil,

Hamove from heat. Btir in vanilla, coconut and oats.

Dvop by teaspoons on waxed paper or cookie sheels.
Yield: 4% dozen.

Busy Beavers, today wa have two Code Quiz puzzles. And
they sort of belong togsther. Try tham and 1 think you will agres!

from Busy Beaver Leona DeHaas
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Bye for now, Busy Beavers.
i'm looking forward to Iots of letiers from youl
Till naxt tima!

Love from your
Aunt Beity




