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We need twenty new ministers!

In the new Yearbook the reader can notice (as he probably
knows already) that, in Canada, our federation counts only
three vacant churches: the Churches at Attercliffe, at Guelph
and at Calgary. f we include the need for a second missionary
for the Church at Hamilton, we come to four vacancies at the
moment. This is a low number. One could conclude that there
is not a great need for theological students.

This conclusion is wrong.

The fact that we have so few vacancies possibly is the
reason that young men in our churches seem not to see a future
in the ministry and therefore, do not prepare themselves for
the College in Hamilton.

If this is true and young people in our churches do not
see a future in the ministry because there are so few vacan-
cies, they should have a change of mind. There is a future.

in the next ten years we need at least twenty new ministers.
Yes, the figure of twenty is right.

i shall tell you how one has come 1o this number. In the
next ten years, the Lord willing, seven of our ministers will reach
the age of sixty-five. During the same period three professors
will also have reached the retirement age. This means that in
the next ten vyears our churches will need ten new ministers
to take the place of those who will retire.

Presently there are two, and soon there will be three,
vacancies among our Australian sister Churches. Add to these
three our own three vacancies, and the number of vacant
churches which need a minister comes to six. | do not count
the Church at Blue Bell since | expect Br. K.A. Kok will become
its minister. When we put the number of retiring ministers and
the present vacancies together, we come o a total of sixteen.

However, that is not all. Within the next ten years we can
expect a further increase in the number of churches: at least
one more in the Burlington area and in the Fraser Valley.
Hopefully, Vernon, in the Okanagan Valley, will also have a
minister within the next few years. If we add a second mis-
sionary for Hamilton, we come to at least four more future
vacancies. Herewith we have reached the number of twenty.

At this moment there are not enough students to fill all
the future open places. Among the students at our College
seven belong to our churches, while it is not certain whether all
seven will become ministers. The conclusion is easy. Our chur-
ches need more young men who see it as their calling to
become minister of the Word of God.

What is required?

A young man who considers following the theological
studies as preparation for the ministry must be intelligent. He
must be able to follow and complete academic studies. This
is obvious. Qur College requires a Bachelor of Arts degree,
which includes courses in English, the classical languages,
Hebrew, and philosophy. A minister, and therefore a theological
student at our College, must be able to read the Word of God
in the languages in which it was written. it is my experience
that a text or a certain passage of Scripture comes much closer
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and is understood better when studied in its original language.
Its colour and beauty is grasped much better. The reward of
knowing Hebrew and Greek is the joy in reading God’s Word
in the language of old Israel and in the language of the early
church.

The necessity of study capabilities is also obvious when
we think of the calling of a minister to prepare two sermons
every week again. itis not easy to grasp the meaning of a text,
a passage of God’s Word, to explain it and to bring that specific
Word of God to the congregation. But again, also in that there
is areward. It is a joy to learn God's Word for yourself, to gain
in insight, and to comfort, strengthen, and guide others with
it — being built up and building up in faith.

Besides the ability to study, the theological student and
future minister must be able to communicate with others. | do
not mean that he must be an easy talker. He must be able to
talk. But that is only one side of communication. The other side
is listening. A minister must be able to listen. To listen carefully,
attentively, and sympathetically, irying to understand the other,
is often much more necessary than talking. The ability to listen
comes from a loving heart that cares for the Brothers and
Sisters.

This brings us to the next requirement. A theological stu-
dent who wants to become a minister must be grasped by the
fove of the Lord for sinners, for people in need. He must have
that love in his heart. Christ was the opposite of self-centered.
A minister, a servant of Christ, who has to preach and to show
Christ in His seeking love, must not be a selfish, self-centered
person. On the contrary, his heart must be open for others.
He must be heipful and caring.

in this connection | would like to make one other remark.
A theological student who seeks a place in the ministry must
have a great love for the Churches of Christ. Realizing that
Christ so intensely loved His Church that He literally went
through hell for her in order to save her, the student must love
what Christ loved and loves. Also here the reward is great. If
you love what Christ foves, you will receive His love and the
love of His Bride.

I want to mention ancther very important requirement. It
is humbleness, meekness. Christ said to His disciples “‘Learn
from Me; for | am gentle and lowly in heart” (Matthew 11:29).
He also said, “Blessed are the meek.” A proud person who
seeks himself and his own glory is easily irritated and offend-
ed when his person is attacked or when he is criticized. What
he will fight for, then, is not his Master or the congregation,
but his own person. And whensever that is the case, he has
lost the true battle. Therefore, he must be meek and humble
-~ a willing servant. Only as a servant himself, can he call
others to be faithful servants.

Do we have young men in our midst who have the in-
telligence to study, who can communicate, who iove the LORD
and His Church, who are humble? Let them seriously consider
preparing themselves for the ministry. The churches need
ministers. “The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few;



pray therefore me Lord of the harvest 1o send ouwt laboursrs
into His harvest” Matthew 9:38). Prayir v ini 4

zr‘vmv‘ﬂc vourself in i

Perhaps there i s:;v"nem(e who savs: | have considersd
studying for the ministry. But reading about these requiremenis
i now come 1o the cor sm usion that | am not gond encugh. ;:ma
do not forget that it is Christ who calls and who also enable
and gives gifts needed for the work. it all comess from Him wm
bought His Church, and who therefore gathers and preserves
her as well.

t!v s contings with the o miw&‘uan of the papers delivered

at the International Conference of Relormed Churches, held
in Edinburgh in September wgu. In the next issues of our
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maqm: @ vou can read what Rev. John N, ?J aclesd had 0 say
on ““The Doctrine of the Covenanis and the Rsformed Con-
’C""«Bmﬂ‘% Ui good to remember that s’-‘%am J. Vissoher wrote
et his report on the I0RE that Flev. Macleod “began by thank-
iﬂ&a ihe Canadian Reformed Churches for the honowr of inviting
him 10 present a pager on this toplc ?'Vr e Conference.” Ses
’“!armn, Movemnber 28, 1985, Further, it does nead some gb-
fort to read. This is study material. E%ut thoss who do not shun
the effort will be rewarded. What | would tike to add g we can
be thankdul mr msg %mpmai@ on the covenant in the days of
the Liberation, On the point of the Covenant of Works, | ww'a
“if? to me m! ri that F’méw or K. Sohilder pmfemaj o spe
xniﬂ umm n'l of Favour, since also Adam, beforg the &J
Inte sin, could nol really earn salvation by his own good works.
Eﬁ,éng ah{‘;" study!
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prayers, but that we lead a life of prayerful communion with
our God, beseeching Him daily. It is this daily pm\zeﬁu com-
munion with God, this never-ceasing fellowship in prayer
which meets with God’s bles ssing. For then we pray “in faith
(Chapter 1:6), in the certainty that our Lamer will hear us

in Christ Jesus.
Everyone will understand: this i imple solution
to life’s many pm‘nems The chure E*t jive ea smect

formula which fits each and every ‘mﬁ atior
calls us in our trials to ?a@ struggle of faith, to daily prayu
Here we need perseverance, and we are given perseverance
in every trial which may come upon us.

The other is cheerful. Also here we do not read of the
reasons why. It can be happiness because of prosperity,
health and wealth. Happmess too, comes in many different
forms. But the same rule applies: in our joy we must go to
God! Not to petition Him, but to praise Him. It says literally:
let him sing Psalms. ﬁnd Psalms are also prayers, because
in them we direct ourselves to God.

It is certainly not superfluous that we are reminded to
go to God in times of joy. For prosperity tends to make us
secure in ourselves. We might think that we have done it
all and earned it all, and we may come to spurn the grace
of God evident in His gifts. It is not without reason that
Moses in the book Deuteronomy so seriously warned Israel
not to forget the Lord when they would become rich in the
land of Canaan. For because of our sinfulness, prosperity
tends to make us smug, self-indulgent and callous. If anyone

is cheerful, let him indeed not forget to praise God for the
many undeserved blessings!

You see, the one pleads with God on the basis of the
C mem promises in Christ. The other praises God b 2Calse
the blessings received in the same covenant. But in b:w:h

y factor. In that communion we recognize our God w‘*o

cases the covenant communion with the Lord is the com
Ch us to share in His

hrist Jesus redeems us and causes
eat gifts.
" Simple solution? We are n formula church which
oes not z“e?,\.%cm zti} differing p ersonal circumstances. We
lo not offer simple solutions to the many campiﬁxi;i es of
. Qur text offers us no simple solution at alll The way
yrayer and praise is always a matter of self-denial. Prayer
ways means that we seek our salvation not in ourselves,
in men, but in God alone. It means asking God to help
because He alone can help, and thanking Him because He
alone has helped.

In this respect we are all one, no matter how different
our situations may be. We are one in a living communion
with the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are one in the
confession that all things are from above, from the Father
of lights (Chapter 1:17).

James offers no simple solution; he gives the only solu-
tion. The matter is indeed black and white. There is only
one way fo deal with life’s blessings and trials: the way of
prayer.
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CL. STAM

1. A selfish society

in a previous series of articles we paid
attention to different aspects of family life.
We discussed the matter of having chil-
dren, adopting children, and raising chil-
dren. ltwas pointed out that tender loving
care has to be shown to children and that
love must determine the relationship with
them. Such love does not contradict dis- -
cipline, but most importantly it involves
care for the other and a wilil ngﬂew
bring sacrifices of self-denial. It is an im-
portant part of family life, but also a rare
commodity today.

We live in a selfish society. Every-
thing caters {o efficiency. We are accus-
tormned to throwaway items in every area of
life. We discard everything that does not
serve a purpose or is not worth being
maintained or repaired. This trend can be
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noticed even with respect to hurmnan life.
The older ones, the demented and use-
less people, and those who have become
a burden to society have to be discarded
by euthanasia. The little ones who do not
fit in the program and are unwelcome

have to be destroyed sither before birth, or
shortly after.

in this article we will not deal with
abortion in general, but like to pay atten-
tion to the position of special children and

our attitude with respect to them. The ex- |
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pression ‘special children’ in this context
refers to those who are different because

| of physical or mental deficiencies. They

are also called the “handicapped.”
Prenatal care has drastically increased
during the last decades. All kinds of tests



can be performed before a baby is bom, to
determine whether the child is healthy or
sufiers some anomalies. Such tests can
be very important but there is also danger
involved, and caution is certainly required.
Such tests can be important to deter-
mine whether special measures have to
be taken to protect the heaith of sither the
baby Ql’ the mother. i can even be a "iife
saving” matter. %m%me@ mbau, hasto
be induced at an early stage or a caesar-
ean section has io be pes’vmmed \g save
the life of the baby or to prevent further
"w'mﬂ‘mt‘cm or worsening, of an ex-
isti ";g condition. In all such cases prenatal
tests are certainly important, can provide
vital information, and should i::@ used.
However, there is alsc a dangerous as-
pect of which we should be aware. Some
fests are performsd to determine whether
a chiid should be aborted or not. Whena
child suffers certain anomalies, especially
a physicat or mental handicap which can-
not e cured, aboriion may be recom-
mended. That can happen in cases of
Down's syndrome, spina bifida or other
anomalies. Down’s syndrome, also called
mongolism, causes severe retardation.
Spina bifida is a defective closure of the
spine which can cause serious damage of
the spinal cord, paralysis, and other severe
problems. i such cases of prenatal tests
the ﬁanger exists that a less scrupulous
doctor will advise his patient to have an
abortion. In a case of mongolism nothing
can be done to change the situation and,
therefore, it does not serve any purpose io
iet the mother know in advance that her
baby suffers this disease. In a case of
spina bifida a prenatal test can provide in-
formation 1o suggest the need for caesar-
ean section fo prevent uns‘%eae%ary ag-
gravation of the defect during delivery.
The main peint in all these cases is
that we have o accept also special chil-
dren, with thielr mental or physical abnor-
malities, as human beings, created by the
Lord, i*s:;‘cm%aéy wmugm by His Father!
mwd and of noless valus than others. |
what follows we will determine what aura€~
‘tiiuae and ap;}masr should be with re-
spect to such special children and their
parents. We often take it for granied that
healt thy children are born, but every birth
is a wonder of God’s creating power, To
waich such a fragile creature makes one
always wonder how people dare 1o destroy
such a work of God’s mim ighty hand with
their cruel tools of abortion. it also makes
one wonder howitis pﬂ%,me thatsucha
child is so perfacily and infricately wrought
by the Lord {Psalm 139:15). We should cer-
ifﬁ““‘?‘y’ not take it for grantsd that a child is
healthy. Those who have beenc %mrﬁ‘ie\i
by having “special children” maiez@ what
it mean
kéaw the question has io be fa
how we approach such children and

parents. Are such children on
w& %m\;a to live with? Arethe p

be pitied for thelr unfortur
s? ances? Or do we ¢ nwmd@ 50 these
C{ iidren 10 be a blessing? Dot é hév&,‘e an
mportant place in hurnan life and do they
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serve a purpose? in what follows we will
see that tf m”ma nly are not iess impor-
tant than “normal” chs*cﬁren w*mr*'waiu—

able and precious indeed.

2. How precious they arel

There is a lot of miscon es‘)(,m»’jﬂ among
outsiders about the value and the mean-
ing of special children, and about the way
parents feel and cope with their problems.
Some consider the children only poor
pitiable creatures and the parents unfor-
tunate people who have to put up with an
almost insurmountable problem.

Mow no one can deny that such par-
ents have a difficult task and that they cer-
tainly, on occasion, feel sad about their cir-
cumstances. However, more has to be
said io give a balanced view about thelr
situation.

When we deal with such families itis
always a surprise 1o notice that they see
their special chiid, in the first place, as
thair precious child, and not as a poor
wretch. They enjoy all kinds of litlle things.
They overlock the handicap. It is their
child, a child that provides them with lots
of joy, happiness, and unity in the family.

When you deal regularly with such
children, you learn to see through their be-
ing different and you learn to appreciate
their personality. It is certainly not always,

and not méy, a burden. um":w‘“f*?’ also how

often a ‘‘normal’”’ child can cause prob-
lems, {:isw;é‘ and frustration in & family.

It is remarkable to see how such normai
children can cause a ot of trouble and
disunity, while these special children often
cause an atmosphere of unity, closeness,
happiness, and peace.

{ have had the privilege of visiting dif-

farent summer camps of ?yS»C;&EZy and
Wnem@ y handicapped children as weil as
sg@@f jal “‘catechism classes” or "Bible
classes” for these children. There are few
thmg { have enjoyed more than the open-
ness, honesty, thanldulness, and happi-
ness of such children. With normal adulis
and children you always have 1o be on
your guard. They can fool you, pretending
something which is not real. Although
special children can react in an unusual
way, and express themselves in an unex-
pecied manner, they are often more hon-
est and straightforward than many “nor-
mal” people. When a Bible story is toid
they can ask questions which give food for
*hngm and they can express their fesl
ings and their faith in a way which makes
you feel ashamed.

Dealing with such children has quits
often remindad me of the words of our
Lord Jesus Christ, mentioned in Matthew
19:14, “‘Let the chiidren come to Me, and
do not hinder them; for {0 such belongs
the kingdom of heaven, ’and in Maithew
18:3,4, “‘Truly I say to you, unless you turn
and become like children, you will never
enter the kingdom of heaven. Whosver
humbles himself like this child, he is the
greatest in the kingdom of heaven.”
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need o gxa.’s ipate in the worship ser-
ce at all, because vhmf cannot under-
stand it anyway. As is the case in many

such situations, the answer cannot be
given by a plain yes or no. They certainly
belong m 18 congregation as children of
the covenant, no less than other children.

They shou ‘d panicipate in congregational

life as much as possible. Even when they
cannot nmhmr stand :» erything and do not
always behave like others J’)‘”\j’ﬁh(ﬂég

included w,mur*ha ;:; wssible. They prob-

ably enjoy it more than v a are aware of
and bei gt@geﬁh?r m hr congregation
migh Mt%an mm‘ T than for mzmy
a st vma does not pay
mu u%ﬁ all the time.

or adult
ﬁ*z«;m:@r« or sleeps ¢

In general | am not in favour of special
such children. We rather
should try to give so

oMme a?;tmié'm to them
if need be, and Mhe

it A. aew words ¢
n They sometime
rstand more than m,

Once | pre & cong

e regation,
while a qrwp of na ad wd;:%;’%d children
were there. They had a summer camp in

in whe@%

3

thal ares, anu a row M children

chairs were sitting in front of the congrega-
tion. | had a sermon on a:gmmm*wi 20. In
Duteh it says: “Gij geheel anders.” {You
complete

Iy dn“fﬁ,mﬁ.} m*a&anm umuner

day. All the elders had taken 3? their jack-
ets and walked in, in their white shiris. A
n

retarded boy i m*euﬁmhasrwm playing
with a ;"ee%} of paper and a pencil. ;“«n

arvice he showed mw of the é%{}

of the surmmer camp his piece of pa pw
On twas a row of men, one of them black

and all the others v »/hﬁ& He had noticed
that only the minister wore a black ;asskez
and he had made his own application of

the text. It was ceriainly not the most ap-
propriate application of the text, but &t

hx}w\/i at least that he had heard the text
and that he had noticed what was : going
on. Such children certainly hear, see, and
eel much more than we think,

Although | am not in favour of ex-
cluding such children from regular church
services by infroducing special services
for thern, | strongly endorse having special

fJ?

._@,

Bible classes for them, or giving them
special instruction in another wmy ad-

ted g,;; *he:ia‘ level of comprehension.

jus
That brings us to our next point, namely,
how we use the lalents which the Lord has

usted to us, We hope 1o deal with that
& next time.
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The deacons’ office

De

SONS

dore than f:hf» office of elders, z'hmm
fice of "Tdﬁﬁﬁwﬁ is in danger today. T zam
not ondy the case in our ¢ 2

say *mz nor aez n fthe special o
church experienced so much gz.‘ ¢
assignment and ch hange tiuty as
of deacons. One said, "Just as
dealt with Jacob’s wages, so
w:m the of  the deacon:

it ten timest”’

Alrgady in the second half of the sec-
ond century the deformation hmmm dea-
cons stowly but surely became no more
then helpers, the adiutants of the bishop.
They could not do g without his
s:xrd»’-;am ; mm ¢ i

3y ’CJ iy m’xgé%u

cons the pre

¥

orgder was

shyters, and this hierarchic
maintained very strictly. A

archdeacons and subdeacons apmamﬂ,
and it looked like the order in the Old Tes-
%'amm* the bi ::»‘?“;p being compared to

the high priest, the presbyters 1o the priesis

]

and the deacons -"”} vh e
the deacons had to stand,
clergy might sit.

i the Middle Ages the armqv‘ is eva
more sombre. There is nothing left of "'r
care of the deaconry for the poor, There

evites. As a rule
while the higher

is beqgging aw*wh re, and that is not dis-
couraged by the clergy, but rather promot-
ad. The poor complain that nobody takes

care of them. Meanwhile there is (?!t,cﬂ

| luxury 2 and wealth in the monasteries,

| well as the costly splendour and justre mf

the higher clergy, especially at the Papal
court, attained by exploitation of the peo-
ple. But from the | :{,»,,.m ning it was not so.
T?ﬂﬁr@ifnr& the reformers had the enor-
mous task, :ﬁ mkmg back to the begin-
ning and restoring the office of réma Cons
mw;%ﬁatmg i.u‘i%»er discovered from Scrip-
ture what the office of deacons actually
was, but tirme and again he let himsslf be
ruled by the spirit of his time. So in the
Lutheran church tra« deacon received the
function of assistant preacher. ZAngE rec-
ommended the cam of the poor to the
governmert, so he did not restore the of-
*sw of deacons. But Bucer first, and after
him Calvin, rediscovered the meaﬁy of the
office of descons, and they read again the
Seriptures in order o reform this office




Diakonein

it is also our task, to read the Scrip-
tures again in order to understand what
the task of the deacon is. In the New Tes-
tament the verb diakonein (and also the
noun diakonos) has a general and a spe-
cial meaning. According to its proper sig-
nificance, diakonein means “'to serve at
the table”” (namely, for food and drink),
according to Luke 17:8 and John 12:2).
Hence the word is used for all “provision”
{see Luke 8:3, Matthew 27:6, Mark 15:41),
while the personal provision with love is
siressed (see Matthew 25:42-44, Acts 2219
and | Corinthians 16:15).

The dfiakonos is he who practices
diakonein, and our Lord Jesus Christ con-
tinues to practice it as no one else. He ex-
perienced in this world the call from His
Father as a service, endlessly great, im-
measurably deep, totally unique in its ap-
pearance. Although He is the Son of God
Himself, He did not come into this world
in order to be served, but to serve. He
completely breaks the idea of the old world
that to serve is something less worthy. He
furns around all human ideas of greatness
and rank. He tells His disciples, “You
know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord
it over thermn, and their great men exercise
authority over them. it shall not be so

.among you,; but whoever would be great
among you must be your servant, and who-
ever would be first among you must be
your slave’ (Matthew 20:25-28, see also
Mark 10:42-45). So Jesus Christ did Him-
self. He did not seek a crown, but the cross.

When Jesus Christ, the great diako-
nos, ascended into heaven, He continued
this office in the first place by His apostles.
They have the task, to glorify God’s Name
on earth, 10 proclaim His great deeds. They
have to serve God by serving their breth-
ren, also with material goods. That was
an enormous task! No wonder that when
the number of believers increased that
much, this enormous task excelled the
powers of the twelve. After a short time,
there were problems with the care of the
poor. The aposties had received and tak-
en charge of the money given by the pec-
ple of the church. The whole task had be-
come a large one, and the care for the
poor did not function as it ought to have.
We read in Acts 6 that the Halienists mur-
mured against the Hebrews because their
widows were neglected in the daily dis-
tribution.

Widows neglecied

What does that mean, that the Hel-
lenists’ widows were neglected in the daily
distribution? Dr. Van Bruggen is of the
opinion that this means that those widows
were neglected, not as objects, but as sub-
jects. In other words: they were not ne-
glected in receiving support, but in giving

support (Ambten in de Apostolische Kerk,
p. 65ff.). He appeals to Acts 9, where we
read that Dorcas was also one of the wom-
en who was full of good works and acts of
charity. And Dorcas was one of the leaders
of the widows, who made clothes for the
poor. But | do not think that Dr. Van Brug-
gen is right. In the first place, we do not
read that Dorcas was a leader of a group,
but we only read that the people very much
regretied that with her death the charity
of making clothes had stopped. In the sec-
ond place, turning back to Acis 6, if the

Another objection was that what is
said about the seven does not have any-
thing to do with the care of the poor. Philip
goes to work as an evangelist, Stephan
delivers sermons and does great wonders
and signs among the people. Also this ob-
jection does not hold water. 1t is explic-
able that the work of the deacons is not
mentioned in Acts 6, because the reason
for the trouble had been solved. The mea-
sure was undoubtedly effective. In addi-
tion, the “'seven’” could have received the
charisma of didaskalia, the special gift of

“What the deacons exercise is Christian
mercy, according to Christ's mandate, to the
honour of the Name of the LORD and to the
well-being of the poor and lonely members

of Christ's body.”

negligence had been in the fact that no
women were involved in the distribution of
the goods and money, then we might ex-
pect that this would be rectified by appoint-
ing women now. But that did not happen.
Neither did the seven brothers receive the
assignment to enlist women in the future
as a kind of help to the sisters. No, seven
brothers were installed. They were appoint-
ed to that duty (verse 3}, namely, 1o serve
tables (verse 2).

The seven

Time and again, the objection has
been made that the word “deacons’ is
not mentioned in Acts 6. But | am of the
opinion that this does not at all prove that
this chapter does not deal with deacons.
| think we have here the prototyps of the
later deacons, in the special sense of those
who have to diakonein.

Repeatedly people have tried fo deny
and to dispute the ecclesiastical office of
the deacons. For instance, one pointed to
the fact that in the rest of the book of Acts
no deacons are mentioned. In Acts 14:23
we read about election of presbyters, but
not of election of deacons. In Chapter
11:27-30 we read that the relief to the
brethren of Judea was sent to the elders,
s0 not to the deacons. But we cannot see
that this poses a great difficulty. For in
Acts B:1 we read that a great persecution
arose against the Church at Jerusalem.
So it already happened very soon that the
office of deacons could not function any
more in the Church at Jerusalem. And also
later on, when the persecution grew less,
it appeared that the office of deacon was
not necessary in Jerusalem, for we read
in Acts 21:8 that Philip, one of the seven,
lived in Caesarea.

teaching, just as it happened ofien in the
beginning of the New Testament church.
Neither is it excluded that, for instance,
Philip started preaching when it was im-
possible 1o function as deacon.

There are also the objections that the
“seven” had no office at all, that they had
the same office as the presbyters, that
they had a special status between presby-
ters and deacons, or that they had a tem-
porary task in order o solve specific prob-
lems. These are all arguments against the
permanent office of deacons. Butiam of
the opinion that Acts 6 deals with the ser-
vice of deacons as a permanent, special,
independent and proper office.

Office

it is an office. The seven were not ap-
pointed by the apostles or by the presby-
ters as “‘helpers.” The whole, broad, sol-
emn course of facts shows us that this is
more than a kind of subordinate, less im-
portant function; the calling togsther of
the congregation, the exposition of the
necessity and the requirements of the
service of mercy by the apostles, the elec-
tion by the congregation, the approval of
the apostles, their prayer and laying on
of hands — all that is an indication of the
institution of a certain office.

It is also a permanent office and not a
temporary service. Of course there were in
that time temporary services. We should
not consider the organization of the Chris-
tian church in the very beginning as if
everything concerning the offices was fi-
nalized. But we may say: the more the ex-
traordinary offices disappeared, the more
the normal offices came to the foreground.
The distinction in Acts 8 between diakonia
tou logou {(preaching the Waord of God)
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and diakoneir frapedzais (to serve tables)
is rather sharp. What was united for the
apostles in their service, is now split into
two services: the preaching of the Word
of God, and the service of mercy.

ltis also a special office, discerned
from the extraordinary office of the aposties
and the prophets of the New Testament.
It is a special service in the local church.
We do not read that the seven executed
their office outside Jerusalem.

Itis also an independent office. That
independence is strongly expressed by
the apostles when they say “‘whom we
may appoint to this duty.” The word that
is used here points to the ordination to an

office. The apostles leave the whole matter
of the care for the widows to the deacons
because this whole care became too heavy
for them. It appeared that the preaching
of the Word required all their energy. They
had to hand over the care of the poor to
others in an independent office. There-
fore the seven were given the responsibil-
ity for caring for the needy.

Finally, it is also a proper office. in
former Latin publications we can read the
term proprius, from which the English word
“proper’’ is derived. That means: this is
an office with its own task, not to be shared
with others. That also means that the dea-
cons may not claim what belongs to the

duties of other office-bearers. Neither is
the office of the deacons to be equalled
with the function of government officers.
What the deacons exercise is Christian
mercy, according to Christ’s mandate, to
the honour of the Narne of the LoORD and
to the well-being of the poor and lonely
members of Christ’s body.

This permanent, special, independent
proper office is not less holy or worthy
than the office of minister of God’s Word
or the office of elder.

— To be continued
K. DEDDENS

The Doctrine of the Covenants
and the Reformed Confessions.

Introduction

In recent years there has been a re-
markable revival of interest in Covenant
Theology. This has been particularly the
case in the fields of Old Testament studies
and in the history of Dogmatics and there
is abundant evidence that the spate of re-
search is still gathering momentum. Fed-
eral Theology is so closely linked with Bib-
lical chrenology that it could not but suffer
eclipse from the reconstructions of higher
criticism. But with the increasing scientific
confirmation of traditional Biblical chronol-
ogy we are seeing a renaissance of Cove-
nant Theology. This places a special re-
sponsibility on churches which faithfully
adhere to the Reformed Confessions to
engage in an ongoing appraisal of these
developments in scholarship and to eval-
uate the bearing of these matters, if any,
on our confessional formulation. Howsver
high a regard we may have for the purity
of our tradition we may not shirk this and
indeed if we are faithful to the teaching
of our Confessions on General Councils
this will be mandatory for us. We believe
that such an evaluation need not be under-
taken reluctantly or in fear. We are not
lacking in confidence that the result will
be in the main; though perhaps not in
every precise deiail; to authenticate the
Biblical reliability and doctrinal excellency
of our symbols. This paper does not claim
to be such an evaluation but it may fumish
us with some evidence of the need for it
and of the general vindication of our stan-
dards under the scrutiny of present day
scholarship. For the comfort of the pious
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who may already be trembling for the ark
of God we can do no better than quote
from the remarkable preface to the Scotch
Confession of 1560 "if any man will note
in this our confession any article or sen-
tence repugnant to God’s holy Word, that
it would please him of his gentleness and
for Christian charity’s sake to admonish
us of the same in writing; and we upon
our honour and fidelity by God’s grace do
promise him satisfaction from the mouth
of God, that is from his holy Scriptures or
else Reformation of that which he shall
prove to be amiss.’””

Definition of subject

The title of the paper is somewhat
vague but | am happy about this because

“a sharper definition as a starting point

might serve our purpose less well. Whilst
we can identify a corpus in Reformed Dog-
matics designated “Covenant Theology”
it is also true that there are significant dif-
ferences in the way that this locus of doc-
trine has been set forth in works on dog-
matics. indeed one of the interesting the-
ories at present strongly advocated is that
we have two equally authentic traditions
of Covenant Theology; the bi-lateral con-
cept of covenant said to emanate from
Zurich, primarily from Bullinger, and the
unilateral testamentary approach more
closely related to Calvinism. It is not our
purpose here to examine the presupposi-
tions of this hypothesis or to test the ac-
curacy of its claims historically but we can
say that it ought not to be lightly dismissed
especially since it impinges upon articles

of faith that are at the heart of Reformed
Dogrriatics. it is enough for us here to
make the observation relevant to our study
that though the “Doctrine of the Cove-
nant’ is a cognizable designation it is not
in itself a precise definition.

The second member of the title "'Re-
formed Confession” requires preliminary
comment especially because of the rather
general usage of the term “Reformed” as
a verbal adjective with nouns like Presby-
ferian or Baptist etc. Here it is used as
designating the Creeds of the Swiss, Ger-
man, French, Netherlands, Scotch, Irish
and English Churches. From the Sixty
Seven Articles of Ulrich Zwingli in 1523
to the Forrnula Concensus Helvetica 1675.
The great Lutheran Creeds such as the
Augburg Confession and Apology; Luther’s
Enchiridion and the Formula Concord are
noi considered. Nor are the Savoy Decla-
ration or the Baptist Confession of 1688
or numerous more recent revisions of the
Reformad Creeds on both sides of the At-
lantic included. Not because they are re-
garded as unimportant or judged peremp-
torly to be not Reformed but simply be-
cause that the differences between them
and the Westminster Confession; on which
they are based; are more or less predict-
able. But the creeds of the Anglican Church
particularly the Thirty Nine Articles and
the frish Articles are included. The prin-
ciple documents then that we will consider
are The Second Helvetic Confession; The
Gallican Confession; The Three Forms of
Unity; The Thirty Nine Articles; The Scotch
Confession; The Westminster Standards
and the Formula Consensus Helvetica.



This prescribes our field of enguiry within
manageable proportions.

Arrangement of subject

We will divide our subject into the two
most obvious general divisions. Consider-
ing first the Covenant of Works and the
Reformed Confessions and in the second
section we will cover the field regarding
the Covenant of Grace. This may appear
stereotyped but it is almost impossible o
do anything other than a consecutive study
of the subject. Any attempt to take both
divisions of Covenant Theology concurrent-
ly presents great difficulties and frequently
ends in confusion and we hope to show
that the two economics are interrelated.

Only in the Westminster Standards,
The Formula Consensus Helvetica and i
a lesser extent in the Irish Articles do you
have what may be called a doctrine of The
Covenant of Works explicitly asserted. The
term covenant is not used in the Gallican
Confession, The Thirty Nine Adicles, or the
Scotch Confession. There is one phrase
in the Scotch Confession that some may
judge to be synonymous with Covenant
where it speaks of the Angel of the Councill
of God but this would be disputed. Direct
references to the notion of the Covenant
in the other Symbols of the 16th century
are generally confined to the articles on
the Sacrarments and more particularly to
the articles on Baptism. Certain remarks
are periinent to these observations. A mere
tabulation of the number of times “Cove-
nant” occurs does not constitute an eval-
uation of the doctrine of the Covenants
in the Reformed Confessions. Nor does
the absence of the term prove the non-
inclusion of Covenant doctrine in the Con-
fessions. Our study then may not be con-
fined to the specific references to Cove-
nant in the Creeds but must rather ex-
amine the symbols as to what extent they
are compatible with the constituent ele-
mernts of federalism or eise are inhospiia-
ble o them.

Historical comment

The observation made concerning
the paucity of Covenantal terms in the Con-
fessions of the 16th century is partly, at
least, due to the facts of history. Though
the root ideas of federalism can be found

in Calvin and even in some of the earlier
reformers like Zwingli and Bullinger yet
there was no great development of the con-
cept until the later part of the 16th century.
Bullinger had indeed a fairly detailed
Covenant Theology of Redemptive revela-
tion but in many respects it was embryonic.
As we shall have to note more fully later
the initial covenantal theologies related
to redemptive revelation. The conceiving
of pre-reclemptive revelation covenantally
came sornewhat subsequently. This his-

torical fact must be considered in evalu-
ating the Creads or Confessions of the
Reformation and post Reformation era.

We need not be surprised to find
great developments in Theology in an age
of Reformation. The very creedal symbols
themselves are proof of the theological vi-
tality of the age. And we must bear in re-
membrance that of no creedal document
can it be said that the theological termi-
nus has been reached in it. So develop-
ment is not IPSO FACTO suspect, far less
wrong. Of course it has to be borme in mind
that many so-called advances have proved
dastructive to the church. All the more
reason why every new formulation must
be carefully scrutinized. Covenant Theol-
ogy has been subject to a great deal of
research and investigation, its foriunes
have varied according to the prevailing
theological climate. We believe the climate
is favourable for a renaissance in the evan-
gelical world. The enthusiasm for an all-
conguering individualism is logsing some
of its momentum as revivalism is becom-
ing threadbare. Also the recovery of lost
ground by conservative scholarship must
give a great impetus to the return on the
part of Reformed Churches 1o their true
and native habitat.

The Confessions and
the Covenant of Works

The designation Covenant of Works
is frequently objected to for a variety of
reasons. It is alieged that it connotes the
idea that man brings God under obligation.
We allow that due respect must be given
to the semantical aspect of doctrinal state-
ments, though as Calvin never tires of say-
ing, one should not strive about words
where principles are not at risk. If the term
“Works" bears the connotation of man
bringing God under obligation it was very
far from the minds of federal theologians.
The name can be exchanged, without prej-
udice to the schema, for Covenant of Life,
or Covenant of Nature, as is frequently
the case in the writings of federal theolo-
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gians and in the Westminster Standards.
But it is not just the terminology that
is chiefly objected to but the very idea of
a Covenarnt with Adam in his pre-fall state.
Since this is not a defense of the Covenant
of Works arrangement only the most cur-
sory attention will be given o this point
here. Objections are principally based in
the first instance on the lack of explicit
Scripture testimony. Federal Theologians
although frequently quoting such texts as
Hosea 6:7 and Job 31:33 have never based
the case for an Edenic Covenant on ran-
dom Biblical texts but more so upon the
good and necessary conssquences of
large segments of revelation such as Ro-
mans 5:12-21; | Corinthians 15:45-49 and
upon foundational principles like the cor-
porate oneness of mankind in their sinful-
ness. it is also urged, not only by those
who reject Covenant Theology but even
by many covenant theologians as well,
that to speak of a Covenant of Works is
to make an improper use of the Covenant
concept, for not all covenant theologians
accept a Covenant of Works. But neither
atymology nor usage seems to preciude
us necessarily from describing the Edenic
administration as a Covenant. Some us-
ages of the term BERITH [Covenant, J.G ]
certainly do not comport with the nature
of the Edenic dispensation but it is another
thing to assert that the term is so univocal
and the concept so stereotyped that they
may not properly admit of application to
it at all. At the very least we can say that
linquistic, exegetical and other studies, in
recent times are supportive of the propristy
of designating the pre-fall administration
as a Covenant.
it will be helpful if at this stage we re-
call the main features of the Covenant of
Works as that has been generally set forth
by federal theologians. It was recognized
that Giod alone can make a Covenant with
man and He alone as God wills to do so.
Hence the Covenant was always judged
to be fundamentally MONOPLEURON.
And in those Confessions which enunciate
a Cavenant of Works as one of their arti-
s; like the Westminster Confession and
tne Forma, a Consensus Helvetica; this
aspect of the Covenant is underscored.
But in as much as the keeping of the Cove-
nant by man; in order to enjoy Covenant
favour; rested upon his obedience to the
Will of God, it was DIPLEURON. It was
commonly stated that there were four parts
to it. The STIPULATIO — the demands
made by God upon man; the PROMISSIC
— the divine commitment to do good ic
man as long as he was obedient to His
wi;i or the negative sanction of deatt
reatened on our disobedience; the AS
T%PULAVO man’s commitment fo sup
ply what God demanded of him and finalh
RESTIPULATIO — the right o claim the
good promised; which right it was sai
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was his by virtue of the Covenant alone
since it was not man that bound God but
it was God who bound Himself to do good
to man, if he remained faithful in observ
ing the divine demands. To this it was
usually added that the covenant had its
sacraments. Most held that these were
two in number; paradise and the tree of
life. Others spoke of four. Adding to the
two above; the tres of knowledge of good
and evil and the Sabbath. As is weil known
the celebrated covenant theologians Coc-

ceius and Witsius differed on this point. .

The promise was life. Not so much in the
sense of bestowing upon man something
which he did not have but rather in con-
firming man in what he had already re-
ceived in his creation. It was generally
acknowledged that, as God's image, man’s
state was not static but that it allowed for
progress to ultimate blessedness. This

ness consists in seeking by obedience to
glorify his God and enjoy His favour and
that God grants this boon to man not as
a debt strictly owing to him for his obe-
dience but as a privilege bestowed upon
him out of the bountifulness of the good
pleasure of God. To this is added a third
thought that God was pleased to bind Him-
self by way of Covenant with man so that
he might truly grasp with assurance the
prospect of enjoying the promised boon.
Such is the heart of the Covenant of Works
schema. In other words the Covenant was
to establish a felicitous communion of life
between God and man as a permanent
uriooseable boon arising from divine be-
nevolence but bound up with man’s cove-
nant faithfulness.

Now federal theologians have ever
recognized that this Covenant was as truly
a Covenant of Nature as it was a Cove-

“The Confessions in general do not view man,
though created in the image, as already in
possession of the pinnacle of blessedness possible
for him to attain to, but speak of life as the boon
bestowed on man in virtue of his perfect
obedience to the Will of his Creator”

brief resumé of the Covenant of Works is
adequate to allow us to proceed to ex-
amine whether it comports with the Con-
fessional Articles on man in his pristine
condition or differs from their affirmations
on the matter,

It has already been pointed out inre-
spect of the creedal documents coming
under review that we do not find an ex-
plicit confession of the Covenant of Works
other than in the lrish Articles, the West-
minster Standard and the Formula Con-
sensus Helvetica. Hence the course that
we shali follow in our investigations is to
highlight the constituent elements of the
Covenant of Works Schema and search
our Creeds as to their statements on each
particular article that attention will be
focused on.

Ungquestionably the most felicitous
statement that we have in any Creed on
the Covenant perspective of man’s pristine
state is in the opening assertion of Chapter
Vil of the Westminster Confession of Faith.
“The distance between God and the crea-
ture is so great that although reasonable
creatures do owe obedience to Him as
their Creator yet they could never have
any fruition of Him as their blessedness
and reward but by some voluntary con-
descension on God’s part which he hath
been pleased 1o express by way of Cove-
nant.”’2 The two thoughts that are basic
1o this statement are that man’s blessed-

106

nant of Works. By this was meant that
there was perfect affinity between man’s
nature and the Covenant. Put in other
words it means that the promise of life,
conditional upon man’s obedience to the
commandment of God, was in perfect ac-
cord with the state in which man was creat-
ed. It emphasized that man was created in
the Image and Likeness of God. To be more
specific the Image was not “Donum super-
additum” but a concreated excellency.

The Gallican Confession Arl. IX says
“We believe that man was created pure
and perfect in the image of God."3

The answer to Question 6 in the Hei-
delberg Catechism is, “God created man
good, and after His own image — that is,
in righteousness and true holiness, that he
might rightly know God his Creator, heartily
love Him and live with Him in eternal bless-
edness to praise and glorify Him."4

The point of this is brought out very
clearly in the Irish Articles Art. 21 “Man be-
ing at the beginning created according to
the image of God (which consisted chiefly
in the wisdom of his mind and the true holi-
ness of his free will) had the Covenant of
the law ingrafted in his heart.”s

The Second Helvetic Confession ex-
presses it with equal felicity. “We therefore
confess that ‘the law is good and holy” (Ro-
mans 7:12) and that this law is by the finger
of God either ‘written in the hearts of men’
(Fomans 2:15) and so called a law of na-

ture, or engraven in the two tables of
stone.”’é Chapter XIi, para. 11.

In accordance with this we find in
Scripture that the totality of man’s life, not
just as a general rule, but in every detail,
was placed “under law to God.” His rela-
tion to the creation in general, usually
spoken of as the creation mandate — his
social and family life — as the Lord of Glory
testifies, concerning Adam before his heart
was hardened by sin — conformed to the
Will of his Creator; his vocation in all its di-
mensions including labour and rest, even
his procreative functions and responsibil-
ities. Every facet of life was measured
by the category of obedience and every
one of the Confessions testifies to his
capacity to appreciate and offer the requi-
site obedience.

But this is not all. The Confessions in
general do not view man, though created
in the image, as already in possession of
the pinnacle of blessedness possible for
him to attain to, but speak of life as the
boon bestowed on man in virtue of his
perfect obedience to the Will of his Creator.
As we saw the answer to Question 6 in
the Heidelberg Catechism strongly implies
this and the statement in the Belgic Con-
fession is even more explicit. In Article
XV it says “'For the commandment of life,
which he (i.e. Adam) had received, he
transgressed; and by sin separated him-
self from God, who was his true life.”’7

The Scotch Confession likewise rep-
resents man's original destiny in this
way.Article XV “The law of God we con-
fess and acknowledge most just, most
equal, most holy and most perfect com-
manding these things which being
wrought in perfection were able to give
life and able to bring man to eternal felici-
fy.”’8

The Formula Consensus Helvetica,
Article VI, is much more full and explicit
on the matter, designating the arrange-
ment a Covenant, nevertheless not differ-
ing in substance from the thrust of pre-
vious Confessions. “The promise annexed
to the Covenant of Works was not just the
continuation of earthly life and felicity, but
primarily the possession of eternal life in
heaven of course.”

And in Article IX it states ""Therefore we
do not assent to any view of those who
deny that any reward of heavenly life was
propounded to Adam, if he should obey
God, and do not recognize any other prom-
ise of the Covenant of Works than that of
enjoying perpetual life overflowing with
every kind of good things — and that in
an earthly paradise.”?

It is interssting that in its statement
on this aspect of the Edenic administra-
tion the Second Helvetic Confession cites
Psalm 8 which is a profound theological
reflection on man’s glory in creation and
what must be observed, even more partic-



ularly, is the pronounced eschatology of
the psalm, plainly indicating an eschato-
logical dimension to man’s original state.
This must be emphasized, so that it will
be seen that these creedal assertions do
not come to us as some kind of scholastic
refinement in dogmatics, but as the con-
fession of what they judged to be the truth,
revealed by God in His holy Word, con-
cerning man’s destiny under the pre-fall
economy. “The Commandment ordained
to life was found to be unio death.” Ro-
mans 7:10. The law was designed to make
man more biessed still. That it proved to
be unto death is not the fauit of the law
as Paul emphatically declares in verse 14.

A few rermarks on these confessional
data are in order at this point before we
loose sight of the significance of our cita-
tions. Geerhardus Vos, whose knowledge
of the writings of the Reformers was of
the very highest order, and whose insights
into the revelational principles at issue in
any theological construction was rarely
matched; saw that the crucial distinction
between Reformed and Lutheran anthro-
pddogy hinged upon this very point. in his
great article on the Doctrine of the Cove-
nant in Reformed Theology after having
summed up the Lutheran, Pelagian and
Roman doctrine of man’s original state he
said "‘The Feformed view of the original
state of man leads to a totally different
result. it was a state of perfect uprightness
in which he knew the good and did it con-
sciously. As long as he remained in that
state he could also be sure of God's fa-
vour. Up to this point the Reformed view
concurs with the Lutheran. But whereas
the latter can be satisfied by perpetuating
such a state and extending it indefinitely,
the Reformed view fixes its gaze on some-
thing higher. it sees man not as being
placed in eternal bliss from the beginning
but as being placed in such a way that he

might attain to eternal bliss. There still
hovers above him the possibility of sin
and death which is given with his mutable
freedom. He is free to do the good out of
his good nature but he has not yet attained
the highest freedom which can do good
only. The latter is placed before him as
an ideal. The means of obtaining it is the

Covenant of Works, Here too the state of

grace is again ultimately determined by
the idea of man’s destiny in the state of
original uprightness. What we inherit in
the second Adam is not restricted to what
we lost in the first Adam. It is much rather
the full realization of what the first Adam
would have achieved for us had he re-
mained unfalien and been confirmed in
his state. Someone placed in that state
can never again fall from it. As truly as
Christ is a perfect Saviour so truly must
He bestow upon us the perseverance of
the saints.”’ 10 Herrman Bavinck in his work
“Our Reasonable Faith” writes in similar
vein, “‘He (Adamj} lived in paradise, it is
true, but this paradise was not heaven
and it could with all its beauty be forfeited
by him. One thing was lacking in all the
riches, both spiritual and physical, which
Adam possessed: ABSOLUTE CERTAIN-
TY. As long as we do not have that, our
rest and pleasure is not yet perfect.” 11

Before leaving this point it is in order
to draw attention fo the Tree of Life which
it is said was in the midst of paradise. Nu-
merous points of great interest arise here
which cannot be dealt with now but we
would be remiss if we failed to refer to the
significance of the Tree of Life and the
Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil for
the point under consideration. Covenant
theologians have uniformly taught that
there was a sacramental relation between
the Tree of Life and the Promise of the
Covenant. The use of the symbolism of
the early chapters of Genesis in the escha-

tology of the Apocalypse, was seen as con-
firmatory of this. Such sacramental signs
and seals were looked upon as further
confirmation of the covenantal character
of the administration, since it was held
that sacraments belonged o a covenant,
In regard to “the Tree of Knowledge of
Good and Evil”’ all the confessions agree
in asserting that the cause of man’s fall and
ruin was his transgression of God's pro-
hibition concerning the ealing of the tree
and thus incurring the penalty of death.
The disobedience arose from the mutability
of man’s will wrought upon by the evil in-
fluence of satanic temptation. “The wom-

- an being deceived by the serpent and

man obeying the voice of the women both
conspiring against the sovereign majesty
of God who in express words had before
threatened death if they presumed to eat
of the forbidden tree.”’12

ltis needless to further develop here
the details of confessional statements on
this particular aspect of federalism we
must move on to even more crucial ele-
ments of the Edenic administration from
the point of view of Covenant Theology.

— To be continued
JOHN N. MACLEOD

Praface to the Scotch Confession of 1560 (Schaffs
Craeds of Christendomy)

2Westminster Confession of Faith. Chapter 7 para. 1.
3The Gallican Confession Art. (X,

#The Heidetiverg Catechism, Question 6.

5The irish Articles of Religion 1615 Art. 21 (8chatfs
Creeds).

§The Second Helvetic Confession, Chapter XH para
{Schafis)

7The Belgic Confession Art. XIV (Schaffs).

8The Scotch Confession Art. XV,

*The Formula Consensus Helvetica Chapters Vill and
.

Geerhardus Vos. The Doctring of the Covenant in
Reformed Confessions.

"Herman Bavinck Qur Feasonable Faith” transia-
fion by Menry Zylstra.

12The Scotch Confession Art. 11,

ecretari

Another year has gone by since all
the governors of the Teachers’ College
have met together.

Ninetsen-sighty-five has not been a
particularly sasy year for the board and
those involved with the financial aspect
of the College. We will not elaborate on
this point now for it will receive ampile at-
tention during this Annual Meeting.

I will not sttempt to recount all that
ook place in and around our College but
will review some of the happenings of the
past year.

f the

In May of 1985, A. Witten made a rip
to the West where he gave a workshop,
# speech, and a guidance session to the
Grade 12 students of Credo Christian
High School.

The principal, T. van der Ven con-
ducted a workshop in May at the CRTA
{Canadian Reformed Teachers’ Associa-
tion) Convention in Chatham, ON.

When the board received the ap-
plications from prospective students for
the 1985-86 season there was some con-
cen as to the larger number, especiaily

with regard to practice teaching. Including
the students already enrolled there would
have been aiotal of twenty-five, but when
September arrived there were a total of
twenty-one students at the College. At
least two of the students did not meet the
required qualifications and were therefore
not accepted.

The College acquired an Apple I E
computer but the hard disc drive could
not be bought due to budgsiary restric-
tions. A yearbook for the College was
considered but it was decided not to
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make one because of the prohibitive cost.
As the govemors can see from the
above flems it can be disheartening 1o

sge that even the relatively small things

are held back due to lack of funds and
you can be sure that the principal and

staff of our College feel it even more

a;u canwell imagine, much of the
i board meetings was spenton
f&" ating o finances. Mewslelisrs
WEre ¢ 9.‘;3 out, “letters were sent to con-
sistories and school boards requesting
collections and more financial backing.
One of the conclusions reached was
that all school socleties should sse the
Teachers’ College as an educational in-
stitution fromn which they derive a definite
benefit and as such should have their
support.

Regardless of the stress and difficul-
ties of the past year, we may see the
Lord’s goodness in that He has aliowed
the College to operate and that He is, in
this way, providing our schoois with
teachers who not only have a Christian
background but who have been taughtto
pass on Christian principles in education
to our young people

May the Lord be with the staff and

ents inmaq?@am this school year and
mag He worlc in the hearts of many
Brothers and Sisters so they may give
willingly to ensure uninterrupted Christian
{raining for our ieachers-to-be.

K. BROUWER

3
)]
ﬂf
@
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Canadian Reformed Teachers’ Col-
lege Association’s annual meeting
of the Board of Governors at Hamil-
ton, ON, February 7, 8, 1986,

1. The chairman, A. Hordijk, opens the
meeting in the usual Christian manner at
8:00 p.m. He extends a hearty welcome
to all present.

2. FRoll call is held. R, Lenting of Wat-
ford is unable to attend. J. Tenhage of
HBrampton is absent on account of the
snowstorm covering Southern Ontario.

3. “E?‘ze agenda for the mesting is
adopted as presenied.

The minutes of the hxecm '8
Committee m eeimg on Janua @8@,

as sent fo all governors, is a&m*
5. incoming mail:
a. Letter from A. Witten advising us
that he obtained a 2nd Master's @zegme
b. Parkland Immanus! School of Ed-
monton, AB, requests information ashout
our Teachers’ College.
C’mgamg; el
1. A response to be sent to the BC
‘v?énss:?ﬂ, of Education ;:, 2eking information
about the Teachers’ College.
fs Aletter 1o J‘ anadian Reformed

C
School Societies in ON regu &sm g soci-

i o

The Board of Governors of the Teachers’ College: Fr, Mr. J. Jonker, Mr. W. Bartels, Mr. C. Tenhage,
s, A. Viersen, Mr. H. Del.esuw, Mr. P. VanderPol, Mr. W. Gortemaker, Tre

sasurer: Mr. J. Gelder-

man, Mr. K. Brouwer, Mr. C. Hofi, Mr, J. Tillema, Mr. W, VanAssen, Mr. A. Hordyk

The Teachers’ Co
VanderVen, Mr. T‘. Yar

. Aletter 1o all Free Reformed School
ties in Australia asking for contact
nancial support for CRTCA.

Socie
fi
8. Secretarial Report to be published
e
7. P
a.

and

"is, t newsletter and in Clarion.
sm;pai s report:

A Diploma Reformed Educatior
andfor summer course will be

inn th

b

i

1986/198

=~

b. Partdime staff for the
year will be a appointed.

c. Secretarial assistance is 1
fortwo days a Jsaka\,s 188
F{ﬁqueai agreﬂ ad.

d. An offer m donate th
video sg.:«,,k ent is gratefully >,

&. The 1986/1887 College Cal tendar
is approved.

Financial report: J. Gelderman
reports that the ir mmi f;n,erw\ are slowly
increasing for the p

he financial f%;a emwt&: m, dai@ are
approved.

:

equestad
Qabin.gé‘

offege Staff and their spouses: Mrs.
darVen, Mrs. A. Witten, Mr. A.

W, Horsman, Mr. W. Horsman, Mrs. T.
Witten

Budget 1986/1987: A proposal 16 in-
crease the salaries for 1886/1987 by 5%
is accepted.

An increase in the principal’s allow-
ance is aiso agreed on. Membership fees
are established at $185.00.

Pubiic Relations report: The letter o
the Canadian Reformed School Societies

'in Ontario is expecied o have additional

financial resulls.
it is noted that donations have de-
creased. We urge all church merrbe.rg to
consider the Teachers’ Coliege for extra
donations.

Buiiding *Q(‘mnﬂiifﬁe This committes
is instructed io continue their search for
suitable fac ast ies to rent or bu -};

All actions of the Executive Commit-
tee from February 9, 1985 to February 7,
1988, are ratified.

{ocal comments and
are properly dealt with,

W. GOHRTEMAKER

o guestions raised



On the svening of January 10, 19886,
the congregation at Chilliwack, BC, dedi-
cated their new pipe organ to the praise
of the Lord. Mr. tke Bredenhof, chairman
of the Commitise of Administration, wel-
comed everyones present, especially Mr.
Ron Dykstra of Cloverdale, our guest or-
ganist for the evening. After the congre-
gation glorified the Lord “with song and
music blending” (Psalm 9211 and 2}, the
chairman read the praises of Davidin
Pealm 147:1-12 and then led in prayer,
Wr. Bredenhof thanked Mr. Dykstra and
also Mr. Dirk Jan Zwart of Rotterdam, for
their invaluabie advice and direction, and
expressed appreciation for the bretherly
manner in which councll, Comrnities of
Administration, organists, and the ocrgan
huilder, Mr. Hugo Spiiker of Victoria, BC,
ait worked togsther, He gave a reporton
the preliminary work which was done be-
fore our organ was purchased and installed,
But all the preparation and work was well
worth the effort, for we now have a beau-
tiful organ we can be proud of. We must
always remember that the organ s buta
tool to help us in our service to God. He
then dedicated the organ to the honour
and glory of the Lord.

After the congregation sang “'a song
of joy” (Psalm 81:1, 2 and 3), Mr. Fon
Dyksira, assisted by Yvonne Byxer atthe
organ, gave athorough and very inferest-

ing explanation and demoenstration of the
tonal resources ¢f our new organ, which
is & 3 manual, pedal, 12 rank with 842
pipes. Mr. K. Tams and Mrs. B. Hoeksema
sang a duet called, "The Holy City” ac-
companied by Liz Tams at the organ. Mr.
Dykstra plaved Psalm 75, accompaniad by
congregational singing, and variations on
Hymn 25, and Psalm 77. Margarsth Van-

Ellenberg playsd “Prelude and Fugus in
F” by .5, Bach, afier which the cholr
sang three selections; “Jesu, Joy of Man's
Dasiring,” accompanied by Lyan VanElen-
berg on the fiute; a medley on Psalm 1186;
and “Festival of Praise,” accompanied by
Mr. D. Byker on trombone, and the con-
gragation singing Psalm 150:1, 2 and 3.
Yvonne Byker played “Canon in D7 by
Johann Pachsibel, Mr. Gordon Husbert
thanked Mr. Dyksira for all his advice and
divection in acquiring this organ, and pre-
sented him with a token of appreciation.
Mr. Dykstra played a lively, “toe-tapping”
selection st the organ, after which the con-
gregation sang Hymn 391, 2, and 3.
Rev, Bouwman stated that he hoped
this new organ would encourage more
members {o develop their musical talents
1o the praise of the Lord. He closed the
svening with thanksgiving praver.
Afterwards refreshments wers served
downstairs and there was an cpportunily

tions of the organ, they may send their
request to the chalrman of the Commitiee
of Administration, Mr. 1 Bredenhof, 48087
Prairie Central Road, RR 1, Chiliwack,
BC V2P 8HE.
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PRESS RELEASE

“‘Anchor’’ Canadian Reformed As-
sociation for the Handicapped,
January 10, 1986

The meeting is opened with prayer
after the singing and reading of Psalm 150.

The chairman opened the meeting
and welcomed all and wished all a blessed
New Year. He noted that much was
achieved last year and that we hope to
start our home this year.

The minutes were adopted after a
minor adjustment. A letter was received
from a young church member in Carman.
This letter is forwarded to the Summer
Camp Committee.

A letter from a local committee mem-
ber in Burlington West is read with
information regarding showers held for
“Anchor.”

D. Kooiman gives his first report as
administrator. He explains what has hap-
pened so far in getting the home ready
for occupancy.

The administrator’s job description is
read and after some adjustments accepted.

Details regarding the running of the
home are discussed.

The building committee gives a report
on appliances and furnishings bought,
renovations and improvements done.

The first residents will move in Feb.
3, 1986. Deo Volente.

An official opening will be held later.

Summer Camp 1986 will be held July
7-19. D.V. The springtime reunion will be
held in the London area.

The advisory committee reports that
admission criteria and an admission form
have been drawn up.

Some board members will look for a
suitable vehicle.

A recommendation is made to hire a
part-time counsellor for a couple of eve-
nings a week.

Rules regarding T.V. and smoking are
discussed. A notice regarding a welcome
evening, to be put in bulletins, is drawn
up.

A question period follows.

The meeting is closed in a Christian
manner.

E.J. DE JONG

UR COVER

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear Sirs:

Our Ontario readers may be inter-
ested in a recent development with re-
spect to local improvement charges as-
sessed against the “Bethel” Canadian
Reformed Church at Toronto property. As
is the case in many jurisdictions, the
Bethel Church was exempt from paying
real property taxes by virtue of a provi-
sion in the Assessment Act (Ontario).
However, generally schools and churches
have been assessed and have paid their
share of local improvements charged to
properties under the Local Improvement
Act (Ontario).

The Bethel Church recently became
the beneficiary of sewers installed under

OUR LITTLE MAGAZINE

the Local improvement Act, and as a
result, was required to pay $8,312.97.

By taking a new look at this legisia-
tion, and becoming aware of a recent
decision (Re Baptist Convention of Ontario
& Quebec and City of Kanata et al, 51
O.R. (2d) 400), we were able to persuade
the municipality to waive the local improve-
ment charges.

Schools and churches should also
be aware of the rebate for taxes available
under the Retail Sales Tax Act (Ontario)
when building new buildings, or undertak-
ing renovations and additions.

Yours very truly,
LOOPSTSRA, NIXON & McLEISH
Per: C. M. Loopstra

Hello Busy Beavers,
Who likes Spring?

Did you have a lovely February day that “‘let Spring peep through?”’
What's the first sign of Spring where you live?

What are YOU watching for?

Do you know the nice warm places where things start to grow first?
How about the sunny side of your house, or behind the shed or the barn?
Do you know WHAT will start to grow first?

Maybe you have snowdrops in your garden or early tulips.

How about rhubarb? or chives?

Scout around! See what you can see!

It’s fun to be a Spring detective!
Try it!

it’s fun with my friends!
by Busy Beaver Betty Bergsma

1. It's fun to go sliding,
With all my friends,
Down the steep snowdrifts,
Swoosh, swoosh, swoosh!

2. It’s fun to go swinging, 3. It’s fun to go swimming,
With all my friends,
Back and forth flying,
Swing, swing, swing!

With all my friends,
Off the big diving board
Splash, splash, splash!

Happy birthday wishes to all the Busy Beavers celebrating
their special day in April. We hope you all have a happy and
thankful day with your family and friends. May our heavenly

Father bless and keep you in the years ahead.

Angela Van Laar 7
Emily Vegter 11
Marion Vandenbos 13
Brian Vandenbos 13
Henry Sikkema 14
Irma Van Ellenberg 15
Geoffrey Hoogstra 16

April

Sylvia Van Bodegom 16
Margaret Admiraal
Angela Kippers

Kimberley VanderZwaag 18
Christine Riemersma 19
Chris Van Middelkoop 19

Gerard Torenvliet 20
Marie Hamoen 21
17  Cindy Oosterveld 21
18  Kristy Van Meeteren 23
Alida Knol 24
Karen Stam 25
Kerry Roodzant 30



From the Mailbox

Welcome to the Busy Beaver Club, Kelly Klesf-
man. 'm glad you had such a good birthday, and |

' hope you get that pen pal you're looking for! Maybe
you It have lots of letters to answer, Kelly! Thank you for the
puzzie.

And a big welcome to you too, Jonathan Kamphuis. We are
happy to have you join us. Who plays hockey with you,
Jonathan? Bye for now.

Welcome to the Club, Kimberly Kamphuis. You're a real
Busy Beaver already, | see. Thank you very much for the in-
teresting puzzie. Sounds to me as if you had a very nice
Christmas holiday, Kimberly, one youwon't forget! | liked your
family tree, too.

And a big welcome to you, too, Cristie Bultje. We hope you'll
really enjoy joining in all our Busy Beaver activities. Will you write
again and tell us about yourself and how you keep busy, Cristie?
Thank you for the picture and the poems and riddles!

Welcome to the Busy Beaver Club, Laura Breukelman. We
are happy to have you join us. Bye for now, Laura. Please write
again soon.

And a big welcome to you, too, Shanna Bartels. Be sure to
join in all our Busy Beaver activities! | see you're a good writer
and a real Busy Beaver. Write aigain soon, Shanna.

Welcome to the Busy Beaver Club, Alisa Schouten. Of
course you may be a Busy Beaver. We hope you will have lots
of fun reading Our Little Magazine and doing our puzzles and
joining in all our activities. Bye for now, Alisa.

Hello, Betly Bergsma. It was nice to hear from you again.
Winter can ook pretly, too, as you found out, right? What kind
of stuffed toy are you crocheting, Betty? Thank you very much
for the poemn!

Thanks for your “story’’ and the quizzes Debby Jagt. | will
save it for next New Year's. That will be soon enough, right Deb-
bie? Bye for now.

Hello, Jeannetie Jansen. How are your slippers coming
along? And what kind of stuffed toy did you make? | hope the
double birthday at your house was fun. Thank you for an in-
teresting puzzle, Jeannette.

Thank you for a nice newsy letter Cornelius Leffers. | hope
your weather will warm up soon S0 you can enjoy the swing, Cor-
nelius. Be sure to let us know what happens to those calves!

Busy Beavers we need a pen pal for:

Kelly Kigefrman (Age 9)
#7 13615 - 76th Avenue
Surrey, BC V3W8J5

Who will exchange letters with her?

Quiz Time !

BUZZINGBE'S
by Busy Beaver Debbie Jagt

Fill in the blanks with a word starting with “BE.”

1. The gate of the Temple was called “BE

2. Johnthe Baptistwas BE________

3. Inthe BE was the Word.

4. BE was the birthplace of Jesus.
{Answers below)

FIND THE SCRAMBLED ANIMALS
from Busy Beaver Kelly Kleefman

GUAAJR A KNOMYE

PLHEENTA _ FBUALOF

NRSOERHICO __ LTGALORIA S

RFEFAGH __ — RDOPELA -
MAGIC SQUARE

by Busy Beaver Jeannette Jansen

Put all the numbers from 1 through 9
in this square. They must equal 15 both
ways! Use each number only once.

Have fun!
TO THE DOGS by Busy Beaver
Kimberly Kamphuis
ARE!I RRETDDOAYN
CSRBEKSUNI VEBE
MJ1T XRLYUUQDJ KW
DTOI DCOKHUNCDP
RBEXOHHTSMUXNI
ENELDOOPHUOLUG
HFLAYSAYCHHROM
PI GZGNZAAHFDHA
EQUTI LGQDNLOYD
HOSETTERPLOVEL
SWLKRCXAUGWERE
PYVABAJEBDAFFGW
RETRTEVEROFHAD
TERRIER GREYHOUND SETTER
HOUND HUSKY POODLE
BEAGLE BOXER WOLFHOUND
SHEPHERD SPANIEL BULLDOG
COLLIE DACHSHUND
Answers:
Buzzing Be's — weysjyieg v

BuiwuiBeq g pepesyeq 'z nnesq ‘|
Scrambled Animals — -piedoe) Jorebye ‘ofeyng ‘Asyuows
‘ayenb ‘sossoouny ueydsele ‘enbel

Magic Square -
g6 | ¥
LS |¢€
gt |8

That's all for today, Busy Beavers.
| hope you liked our puzzies!
Bye for now.
Hope to “'see” you all next time!
With love from your
Aunt Betty
Aunt Betty
cfo Clarion
Premier Printing Lid.
1249 Plessis Moad, Winnipeg, MB R2C 3L9
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