


The beginning of September means that the school doors
swing open again. Teachers and students star a new season
of education. This education is not only a matter of facts, num-
bers, dates, and so on. it is also a matter of outlook on life.
of philosophy. it is therefore a matter of the antithesis which
God put in paradise after the fall in sin. Genesis 3:15 ("'l put
enmity between you, Satan, and this woman, and between your
seed and her seed”’) shows that there are basically only two
different groups of people: those who believe in the only true
CGod and love and serve Him, and those who don’t.

This enmity implies that there are also basically only two
contrasting outlooks on life. The one is God-centered, the other
is man-centered. The one is Biblical, the other is in conflict with
the Scriptures. A teacher who does not believe in God (Father,
Son, and Spirit) as his God and who does not accept the Scrip-
tures as the infallible and inerrant Word of God, is not able
o teach his subject in the light of creation, redemption, and
sanctification, something a God-fearing, believing teacher will
constantly endeavour to do, whatever his subject is.

That is why Articte 21 of our old Church Order read: “The
Consistories everywhere shall see to it that there are good
teachers who shall not only teach the children reading, writing,
languages, and arts, but also instruct them in godliness and
the Catechism.”

1 ike this article. It shows so clearly the Reformed principle
of unity in education in church, home, and school. Members
of the church who received children from, and therefore also
for, the LORD promise their God, on the occasion of the bap-
tism of these children, that they will bring them up in the fear
of the LORD and in the doctrine of the church.

This article, coming from the Synod of Dort, 1818/1619,
is in accordance with the teachings of Luther and Calvin. After
the Secession in 1834 when people returned to the Reformed
doctring, this old Article 21 Church Order became a leading
principle again. In a book about the development of Reformed
schools after the Liberation in 1944, we read: "'Simple church
members like D. Hoksbergen of Wilsum, elder of the Church at
Kampen, and F.A. Kok, elder of the Church at Dwingelo, wrote
concerning faithfulness with regard to the baptism promise and
the necessity of Reformed education.”

School education can be seen as an extension of the edu-
cation at home. God-fearing parents seek a school education
that is in line with the upbringing at home, as much as is pos-
sible. There can, sometimes, be circumstances that make it im-
possible for Reformed parents to provide a Reformed school
education for their children. But those circumstances never
diminish the validity and the power of that principle. There will
therefore also always be a striving toward the realization of that
principle by seeking ways that can bring about a change in
the circumstances. For they acknowledge their children’s God-
given covenant right to receive an education in which the fear
of the LORD and the doctring of the church (that is: of the Word
of the LORD) is the dominating factor.

This principle is built upon the foundation of the Scriptures.
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1 only have to mention that well-known text, Deuteronomy 6:4-9:
“Hear, O lsrael: The LORD our God is one LORD; and you shall
fove the LORD your God with all your heart, and with all your
soul, and with all your might. And these words which | com-
rmand you this day shall be upon your heart; and you shall teach
them diligently to your children . . . .”" We have here the two
elemants of godliness and doctrine: you shall love the LORD
and you shall carry the words of the LORD in your heart. Of
course these two can be distinguished from each other, but
not separated.

This text not only shows us the principle of Reformed or
Christian education in church, home, and school as a matier
of the covenant between God and His people, including parents
and children. This text also teaches us that the education of
the children of the church is a covenantal matter in another
respect. Speaking about the covenant obligation that Israel as
His people has the calling to love the LORD and to keep His
words, and that Israel has to teach these words of godiiness also
to its children, the LORD does not address only the parents. He
addresses Israel as a whole. He speaks 1o His people. His peo-
ple have to teach their children. We agree that that in the first
place means the parenis. But this does not take away the fact
that israel as a whole, as people of the covenant, is addressed.

This teaches us that the education of the children of the
covenant is not just the responsibility of the parents as such,
but that it is also the responsibility of the people as a whols.
We are all responsible for the Christian or Reformed education
of the children of the church.

if it is true that children in the church are covenant children,
and if we want to take that word covenant serious, then certainly
one of the consequences is that we are all responsible for the
Reformed education of the children of the church. And if we
as covenant people together accept that responsibility, we also
will together put our shoulders under our Christian schools.
Grandparents support parents for the education of their grand-
children. Young peopie who join the workforce step in as well.
it is also on the basis of the covenant that all the members
of the congregation(s) seek to express their communion, their
belonging together, their joint responsibility, in being members
of the same school society. Old and young, married and single,
grandparents and parents, young people and pensioners, as
that one people together desire to take care of the lambs of
the Hock, We care for those lambs. We do not want them in-
structed by those who belong to the seed of the serpent. We
all want the children of the church to be instructed in godii-
ness and to learn the doctrine of the church, which is the doc-
trine of salvation.

Is there anyone who says: “No, | do not want the children
in the church, of which | am a member 100, 10 receive an educa-
tion at home and in school that instructs them in godiiness and
in the doctrine of the Scriptures. { want these children in the
covenant to receive a secular, humanistic, worldly education
in the school”?

But if we, then, are all in favour of Reformed education



for the children of the church, because it is a matter of the cove-
nant for us, should we, then, not also step together and remain
together to help each other in the realization of our desire?
The more we ali step in and share the burden, the lighter the
burden will become. And, actually, is serving the LORD, the
God of ISRAEL, a burden? Is standing beside each other as
members of “ISRAEL” and supporting each other as brothers
and sisters of the same house with the same principles really
a burden? Is taking care of the little ones together a burden?
How can it be a burden for those who rejoice that the LORD
has given them a place in His covenant of grace on the basis

Do we maintain our Reformed principles, our joy in the
God of the covenant, and therefore also our Scriptural loving
care for each other?

Godliness — that is joy in the LORD and in His people,
as well as holding on to Scriptural doctrines expressed in
Reformed principles — shouid remain the foundation under
our Reformed schools.

J. GEERTSEMA

J. Kamphuis, et al, Door Hem Het Amen, Gedenkboek van het gereformeerde
onderwijs sinds de Vrijmaking (De Vuurbaak, Groningen, The Netherlands) p. 14.

of the sacrifice of Christ?

The unmarried

state.

1. Fuli-fledged members.

In some previous series of articles we
have dealt with different aspects of mar-
riage. We have paid attention to the way
people get to know each other and enter
into the married state. We also have
looked at the other side of the medal. Not
every couple lives happily ever after.
Divorce does take place. In a third series
we have discussed some aspects of a
growing family and the responsibility for
the size of the family.

Such series of articles are often the
result of practical questions, brought for-
ward by readers, or they are the result of
cases dealt with in the practice of pastoral
care. We never mention specific cases in
a recognizable way, nor do we refer to
persons in such a way that they can be
identified by the readers, although many
statements are based on experience, and
some readers may feel that their personal
guestions are dealt with and answered.

Also this series is initiated by specific
questions of readers and partially based
on experience in dealing with certain
cases.

We will pay special attention to the
position of brothers and sisters who never
enter into the married state. What is their
place in our community, especially within
the communion of saints? Do they have
a legitimate, fully accepted place or are
they treated as special cases? Are they
to a certain extent incomplete members?
Are they weird and exceptional persons
with whom you cannot even discuss the
problems of everyday (family)-life? Are
they to be treated with pity because they
are so lonely or are they to be envied
because they have such an easy life
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without the care and concerns of a fami-
ly? A matter of fact is that they often are
treated and feel treated that way, instead
of being accepted as full-fledged
members of the church.

Sometimes an unmarried man is not
considered eligible for the office of elder
or deacon, because the apostle Paul says
in | Timothy 3:4 that an office-bearer
“must manage his own house well, keep-
ing his children submissive and respect-
ful in every way’’ and in verse 2 that a
deacon must “be the husband of one
wife.”” That is, of course, a wrong ex-
egesis of this text, because the condition
“the husband of one wife’’ in this respect
does not mean a minimum but a max-
imum. It means: not two or more wives,
as very frequently happened in that time,
but only one. And the condition “‘keeping
his children submissive’’ does not mean
that someone who has no children should
be excluded for that reason. We all know
that there are ministers who remain single

and even one of the most prominent
apostles, Paul himself, was unmarried.
The basic point is that all members
of the congregation have their own
specific task, mandate, and responsibili-
ty. They all have their own capacities and
restrictions, their own gifts and talents, no
matter whether they are single or married,
whether they have a large family or no
children at all. The most important thing
is that everyone uses his or her talents
and gifts readily and cheerfully in the ser-
vice of the Lord, to His glory and for the
benefit and well-being of other members.
(Compare Lord’s Day 21, Answer 55.)
Based upon this principle we will
have a closer look at the position of un-
married members of the congregation.

2. Why unmarried?
A variety of reasons can be adduced,
why someone stays unmarried, and often-

— continued on page 373.
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FROM THE SCRIPTURES

“And Saul was consenting to his death.”
Acts 8:1a

From Death to Life

There is hardly anything more curious in the book of
Acts as the incidental reference to Saul which Luke makes
in order to close his account of Stephen’s noble death. Why
does the camera recounting the monumentous events of
the beginning keep focusing on this young man at this point?
After all, he was only the slave of the persecutors, one sit-
ting by and minding their garments.

Yet for those who confess that the Holy Spirit is also
responsible for the order of the accounts, and that He always
has a reason for how He has things done, this sentence is
not simply a curious, passing note. In fact, short as it is, it
keeps echoing like a sounding bell throughout Paul’s life,
and permeates all his actions and his letters. We can also
see that although this account of Stephen’s martyrdom ends
on the note of death, it is full of life. The Holy Spirit has
already set one apart who will follow Stephen’s footsteps.
And this short sentence tells us where he comes from, and
what forms the key to his whole ministry, life, and work.

To see this we only need recall that with Stephen’s trial,
the Lord makes His final appeal to the Jewish Sanhedrin
in Jerusalem. This was now the third time that one from
the circle of the new community of the Nazarene stood
before their council. Yet also with this final, forceful appeal,
they respond with the same hatred and hostility against the
Lord Jesus and His servants. Stephen’s death represents,
in effect, the total rejection of the Lord Jesus in Jerusalem.
This is the point at which the final decision falls, and
wholesale persecution sets in. And Saul is clearly marked
on this side — he, too, chooses for the side of the obstinate,
and hardened, totally rejecting the Messiah and His apostolic
representatives.

So we meet with a curious situation as this young
Hebrew man is introduced to us. He is young, full of energy,
full of life; Stephen is the older man, at the point of death.
Saul’s life is ahead of him, while Stephen’s life comes to
an end. Yet in actual fact, matters are reversed. Stephen
enters eternal life, but this young man is pictured as totally
dead — with a heart as dead as a stone.

Yet the great reversal, the change from Saul to Paul,
from death to life, is already anticipated here. The descrip-
tion of that change in Acts 9 builds on what Saul saw and
heard here. He saw Stephen crying out in anguish. Above
all, he heard the Word which Stephen administered. When,
some days later, Stephen’s vision becomes Saul’s, these
events still live with him, and they continue to live with him
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throughout his ministry, Indeed at his own trial in Jerusalem,
he can only recall the moment with sadness in his heart,
Acts 22:20; yet it is precisely at that moment that he is cut
off and the assembly rises up in a furious rage against him!
Stephen’s end is as it were repeated here.

Paul’s own aborted trial at Jerusalem is descriptive of
the pattern that set in after the great change in his life. From
one consenting to the death of the believers, he became one
who willingly submitted to a similar death time and time
again. From the first day a life of suffering was announced
to him, Acts 9:16, to the last moments of his life on earth,
II Timothy 4:6,17, the rule was the same: “I die every day,”
[ Corinthians 15:31. Yet through all the descriptions of this
continual existence of suffering and hardship, Il Corinthians
4:6,11, the theme of resurrection and the power of a new
life keeps breaking through. Dying daily, he continually rose
victoriously in Christ Jesus the Saviour.

And the key to it all rests in the few closing words at
Stephen’s death. For he belonged to those who had resisted
the Spirit and hardened themselves in unbelief against the
anointed King. He belonged to the circle of total rejection!
Yet the Lord spared him — miraculously delivering him from
the stupor of blindness that hung over him. He was like a
“brand plucked from the fire,” like one risen from the dead.
So he also calls himself “one untimely born,” I Corinthians
15:7.

All this puts one stamp on Paul's whole life and
ministry: grace alone! And this theme fills his life and let-
ters. Indeed, it is only one like Paul, a “brand plucked from
the fire” that could write Romans 9-11, describing the re-
jection of the Messiah by the Israel of the flesh. He writes
it all with Stephen’s prayer in his heart, Romans 10:1!

How the love shines through — both to his country-
men, and to the Gentiles! Only he could address his
brothers, according to the flesh, with such compassion and
love. And in Him, Christ continued to speak! In Paul we
have our example to follow. For are we not all as brands
plucked from the fire? Nothing can take away this starting
point in our own lives. Yet it should drive us to a similar
life of self-denial, a life of self-sacrifice, so that while the
physical dies in us more and more, the spiritual, tried and
purified by fire, rises up with ever new and greater strength
in Him — and that still, at the end of it all, the whole is
stamped by the same words: by grace alonel!

J. DEJONG



The unmarried state — continued.

times it is a combination of reasons not
always clearly to determine.

Most boys and girls get engaged
before they are twenty and get married
between the age of twenty and twenty-
five. That is the ordinary course of events.
Past that age it is more difficult to find a
partner for life. Why? For a variety of
reasons. The younger people are more
spontaneous in asking and in establishing
a relationship. At a younger age there are
more potential partners ‘“‘available.”
Because most young people have made
their choice before they are twenty, after
twenty-five there is not that much “left.”
Moreover, those who are still single at
that age are sometimes considered as
somewhat odd. That makes it even more
difficult to come to an engagement. Still
there can be all kinds of respectable
reasons why someone remains single for
many years. It is not always a matter of
not being interested or not yet interested
in a lasting relationship, although that
might be the reason in some cases. It can
be a matter of being too critical first, and
refusing some ‘‘changes,” hoping for a
more desirable partner, with the result
that one finally is left without a lasting
friendship. However, we as Christians
have to see the hand of the Lord in bring-
ing together husband and wife as by His
hand. That is what the Form for the
Solemnization of Marriage says and that
is what we confess as a reality. Although
that does not take away our own respon-
sibility. The Lord brings together but He
wants us to work and to accept our own
task and responsibility. No one should
just sit idle, waiting until the Lord “‘brings”
a partner to him, while in the meantime
complaining that there still is no one. To
pray and to work is an instruction which
counts for every area of human life, in-
cluding the choice of a marriage partner.
In the same way as someone who is
engaged with an unbeliever should not
blame the Lord for “bringing them
together,”” so someone who sits idle and
waits should not complain that the Lord
did not “‘bring’* him or her a partner.

Another factor can be that people are
living in a small congregation and have
little choice. We all agree (at least we
should recognize) that a marriage has to
be based upon a unity of faith in the Lord
and that no partner should be sought out-
side the church. The apostle Paul says
in [l Cor. 6:14 “‘Do not be mismated with
unbelievers.” However, the inevitable
consequence is that people in a small
congregation have little choice and oppor-
tunity to find a friend. Let us not ignore
or overlook this part of the problem and
let us try to help them in this respect as
much as we can, for instance in organiz-
ing, in an appropriate way, regular con-

tacts between young members of our
congregations.

A last reason we like to mention is
that some are very disappointed in con-
tacts they have had with members of the
church. Too often we hear young people
complain about the moral standards they
were confronted with during a first date,
and who are turned off by such an at-
titude. Also in this respect there is lots of
work to be done by the parents in keep-
ing an eye on the attitude and moral stan-
dards developed and applied by their
children. A lack of communication in this
respect can cause lasting damage and a
way of life which is contrary to the Word
of God. Ignoring or denying this reality on-
ly makes things worse.

3. The position of
unmarried members.

How do we treat unmarried
members? That is an important question!
Too many cases are known in which un-
married people are hurt because they are
dealt with in a wrong way. It does not
always happen on purpose. Most harm is
done unintentionally. No one likes to be
singled out or to be treated as an excep-
tion. We do not know why a certain per-
son never got married, nor do we know
why a couple has no children. In general
it is none of our business, as long as the
people concerned do not talk about it
themselves. During a home-visit it can be
brought up, but in general we should
show discretion and not curiously in-
terfere in these matters. Still we have to
treat such people as full-fledged members
of the church. That may sound obvious

but it is not so generally practised. We like
to point to a number of rather unpleasant
experiences which can be avoided if we
are a little more thoughtful about the posi-
tion of our fellow members.

Sometimes certain jobs are assigned
to single persons because they have lots
of time on their hands anyway. That might
be true in some cases, but as a rule un-
married people have their own way of life
and are not less busy than other people.
They do not have to worry about the same
things but they may have other things to
do which are not so obvious for people
who have a family. We should respect
them in the same way as we do others
and leave it up to them how they spend
their time and set their priorities. They
should share in the work in the congrega-
tion in the same way as all other
members. Not more and not less.

We also have to watch the way we
are talking about our brothers and sisters.
it hurts when single persons hear remarks
about their holiday trip like “‘they can easi-
ly go wherever they want, because they
have neither chick nor child.” It might be
true that such people can spend more
money on a holiday trip than parents who
have a large family, but lots of them would
prefer to be surrounded by their own fami-
ly, if they had one, rather than to spend
their time with strangers in a more expen-
sive holiday resort.

Another thing is the private life of
such members. They are frequently
asked to come over for a visit, to drop in
or to baby-sit, but they do not receive
much company. It is nice to be invited to
come over to someone’s place and to be

IN THIS ISSUE

Editorial — Schools open their

doors again — J. Geertsema.......... 370
The unmarried state

— W. Pouwelse.............cccccocee. 371
From the Scriptures — From Death

to Life — J. Dedong..........cccoeveinne 372

Press Review — More decisions of
the OPC General Assembly and
Victory of Christ in Korea

— J. Geertsema........c.cccceeeeiiieneiin. 374
CRWRF — The Somalia connection

— R. Meerveld.........cc.cccccocoeeennn. 376
College Corner — J. Faber,

Mrs. J. Marran...............ccccoooeeeeennn. 378
Ray of Sunshine

— Mrs. J.K. Riemersma................. 379
Report on the Woman’s League

Day in the Fraser Valley

— A. Vander Molen...................... 380
Press Releases.........ccccooceievii, 381

Our Little Magazine — Aunt Betty.....381

ABC Bible collection
— Mrs. J. ROzZ&a.........c...oeiiviniiiann, 382




welcomed as guest, but it is n fal
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rich ag}psecee{em wa vislted the single
members more ofte T?*a% r: sunts for

those who are r*mameci
those who are widowed.

The next point of consideration is the
conversation, When married peopie are
together, espedially married women, they
often talk aboul their children and the
raising of children. Two aspects have 1o
be kept in mind in this respact, in order
net o hurt ii"? a‘emi;ng of others un-
nacessarily. in the firsi place, we have o
ackmwie@ge that single persons as wall
as people who have no children, although
they have no personal experience in rals-

ing their own ok
an opinion which
siderad. An Toulsk
§u::§ge more obiectively than somaons
whio is fully Involved in a matisr it ?‘“R.J’{S
it is unreasonable and does not show
Christian attitude, i we et them fes! m
ang way or another that thelr opinion is
of no value. Femarks itke “what do vou
know about 17 or “you can talk easi
aboul It because you have no children”
are oul of s:.srtfw mt us treat our brothers
and sisters in r and respeciiul way,
an d avoid hu am{, sthers unnecassarily,
in the second place, we have o be carefl
ihaﬁ we do not avold cerlain issues
hecause single persons are present. We
have heard about cases whers a coupie
expects a baby, tells ali thelr friends about

f‘ s @r*amiqu have
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i, but not & very close friend who hap-
nens to be unmarried, or a couple that
has no children. It happens aiso that mar-
rlage problems are discussed among
friends, but that the conversation stops
as s00n as a single person w m‘kﬁ in, mai‘ -
ing him feel Isft out as not being part of
averyday e, Such an approach is often
meant (0 avoid a painful situation, name-
Iy, not to discuss these mallers in the
presance of single pee;}:e bhecause they
are not familiar with these things.
Howsver, 1o be laft out of 3;}*‘* araas of
hamau fife is often falt as an even morg

ainful »;{pefse ice. No one wants ¢ be
\?‘-a&?»‘a i 2 special way.
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More decisions of the OPC Gene
Assembly

We promised 1o come back on a few

issues that were 1o be discussed at the
1985 General Assembly of the Orthodox
Presbylerian Church (OPC). Basides the
decision 1o continue membership in the
Reformed Ecumenical Synod (RES), which
received attantion in the previous issue
of Clarion, there was the matier of the in-
vitation o loin the Presbyierian Church
of America (PCA), the guestion of women
deacons, and the problem of child com-
munion. Mo final decisions were made on
these issuss. Further study was consid-
ered necessary. What was decided folloy
hare.

The PCA invilation

New Horzons in the Orthodox Pr
feriar; Charch, the OPC magazine, Vol §,
Mo, 7 (Aug./Sept. 1985), reports on this
point:

The joining and receiving with the PCA
5 the major matter of concam in the
4 s:x wmm@w ity. The Ecumenicily
ommities advisad the Assembly that it
u:s* ?*e digtributing & report on this
stter vary soon. This will be foliowed
by a recommendation for action by the
and of the year so thal the qu&sﬁwn can
e brought to 2 vole ai the 19886 Ceneral
435 %?’ﬂvgy.

.,
rashy

c.;{gm

Tgs

i nextyear's General Assembly voles in
favour of this invitation, the twelve pres-
byteries will discuss # and vote on i i
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sight presbyierias vole in favour, the mat-
1er will go to the 1987 General Assembly
for a final vote. H seven of the twelve pras-
byteries vole against joining the PCA, the
invitation will be declined.

Not every one is in {avour. The Pres-
byterian Jouwrnal of June 19, 1985, report-
ing on the same matier, informs its read-
ers that

The Dakotas Prasbytery, extending from
e&xas to North E}akoia , is] viewed
opposed o Vjoining ami raceiving.”

\8\1 tr:e way, this large presbyiery was
divided into two separate presbyieries.}

The Presbyterian Journal added the
foilowing remark:

"‘“We was Bils sense of urgancy evident
ahout the PCA proposal. OPC statistics
ware ancouraging, showing & growth
rate of 2.9%, the highest C.P. rate in &t
ieast the last ten years. There ssemed
o be general satisfaciion with the denom-
ination’s home missions, foreign mis-
sions, and Christian education programs.
Then, oo, there was the fotus on God's
blessings entailed in the coming year's
Sth-anniversary obsenvanos.
Wil the next General Assembly and the
presbyteries vole (o discontinue the OFC
in iig Aftisth anniversary year?  the report
of the commities proves thal the OPC and
PCA stand upon and maintain the same
basig, such a positive vole is demanded
by the Word of the LORD.

Women in Office
f’%&i‘mnﬁiﬂg the matier of “Women in

Office,”” New Horizons gives the following
information:

The concerns expressed by delegates
about the report of the Comimittee on the
Hermeneutics of Women in Ordained of
fice were varied. Some sxpressed that
we already had determined a biblical
position, and that it needed no further
study; others urgec% that we should never
fear 1o study Soripture further on any par-
toular issue; a few argued that such a
study was necessary inorder to have g
sirong, clesr apologetic for those who
ask guesiions sven though our position
may not be changed by further study. A
concern was expressed that we find ways
10 encourage the fullest use of the gifts
of women in the church.

The end result of several hours of
debate was the pending malier being re-
sommitted 1o the Commitiee, the study
commitiee being enlarged by two mem-
hers, and the Committes being asked o
include exegesis of biblical passages
retgvant to this matter in its report o the
53rd General Assembly.

P am inglined 1o agree with those who
argued that the OPC has aéraady Vdeter-
mined a Biblicad position,” and that there-
farg there is no need for furthar stuay.
And as for the concern expressed o’ ‘fmd
ways {0 encourage the fullest am‘a of the
gifts of women In the church,” 1 suggest
i3 the commifies not to forgst t e'ﬁr}hasm@
the intensely imporiant chureh-bui Hcding
and church-presemving work of those wom-
an in the church who bear and bring up
their children as covenant children of the
LORD in a truly Christian family, where
the mother takes good cars of her family
ascording to what the apostle Paul writes
in Thus 2:4, 5. Here Paul insiructs young




married women with a family to be do-
mestic. We should regard this a Christian
virtue.

Herewith | do not intend to say that
believing women should not be involved
in various activities in the congregation.
Children have to learn from the example
of their father and mother that it is impor-
tant to be actively involved in church life.
Nevertheless, creating a good home, and
being there for husband and children,
also very much means using her mother-
ly, womanly gifts in the church. And once
again: a woman does not need the office
to be active in and for the church.

One more remark is in place. We
should also express our concern to find
ways to encourage the fullest use of the
gifts of men in the church. All this em-
phasis on women’s activity in the church
has the danger that we forget that all the
men in the church no less have the calling
to involve themselves actively in church
life; e.g. in participation in society activi-
fies and so on.

in one of the previous issues of Clarion
(Vol. 34, No. 12), | took over the first in-
formation on this matter as it appeared
in the May issue of New Horizons. It was
information regarding the report of the
study committee. In the August/September
issue of this magazine, a reaction on the
formulation of this information was printed.
This reaction came from the committee
itself. Since | made the readers of Clarion
acquainted with this information, it is only
fair also to give the correcting reaction of
the Committee. It reads:

The article, ““Women in Ordained Of-
fice?” (May issue), attempted to summa-
rize our Committee’s report to the 52nd
General Assembly. We appreciate very
much the consistent record of fairness
in articles in New Horizons; unfortunate-
ly, this particular one did not accurately
represent the thrust of our report.

indeed, the impression is left that we
are challenging the position of the OPC
on the matter of women’s ordination. This
is absolutely not the case. We merely ask
the church not to assume that our tradi-
tional view is the only one that takes the
Bible seriously.

The summary also suggests that our
report places great emphasis on the "“‘pro-
gressive character” of revelation and on
the principie of divine “accommodation”
to cultural patterns. Your readers should
know, however, that the attention devoted
to those topics occupied a small part of
our lengthy report; that the materials in
question were really excerpts from a doc-
ument produced by a committee of the
Christian Reformed Church; and that said
document gave a much mors balanced
treatment of the subject than your sum-
mary suggests. In particular, we emphat-
ically reject the possible inference that
the church may need to go beyond the

canon in deciding the question of wom-
en’s ordination.

Finally, we did not recommend that
“‘this matter be pursued by another Com-
mittes.” On the contrary, we recommend-
ed that the present Commitiee be contin-
ued, and that in addition a new commit-
tee be elected to study the question of
how women in our church “can make
fullest use of their gifts under the present
Form of Government.” It may be worth-
while pointing out that none of the mem-
bers of our Committee has suggested
that we revise our present Form of Gov-
ernment.

George Cottenden, Harvie Conn, Moises Silva
Comimittee on the Hermeneutics of
Women in Ordained Office

The editor, indeed, did misunderstand the recom-
mendation concerning ‘‘another Committee.”
Readers will be hard pressed to assess the con-
cern expressed in this letter, because in an un-
usual move the GA directed that the Committee’s
(admittedly preliminary) report not be recorded in
the minutes of the GA. However, a copy no doubt
could be obtained from the stated clerk or from
a commissioner who attended GA. Editor

The present Form of Government allows
only communicant male members of the
OPC to become officebearers. On the ba-
sis of what is quoted above, | am confident
that the next General Assembly will leave
it the way it is.

Paedo-Communion

The third matter was that of children
{(paedo, from the Greek word pais, child)
participating in the Lord’s Supper. New
Horizons reports:

The question of whether or not covenant
children can participate in the Lord’s
Supper before they publicly profess faith
in Christ came to the General Assembly
from the Presbytery of the Mid-Atlantic
and was related to the ministry of Hailu
Mekonnen to the Ethiopian community in
Washington, D.C. On the basis of using
Scripture as the only guide, Mr. Mekon-
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nen has worked with the Kidane-Hiwot
Chapel regarding erroneous beliefs stem-
ming from the Coptic Church of Ethiopia.
With regard to the Coptic historical belief
in paedo-communion, Mr. Mekonnen
could not find clear biblical teaching to
refute this practice. After Mr. Mekon-
nen’s appeal to the Presbytery for help
in this matter, the Presbytery granted
permission for him to serve the Lord’s
Supper to children, gave him a set of
guidelines and voted to ask the General
Assembily to study this matter. An appeal
by several members of the Presbytery in
April brought a reversal in the Presby-
tery’s decision.

The Assembly and advisory commit-
tee dealing with this matter evidenced
great pastoral concern for Mr. Mekonnen
and his work. Ed Urban pointed out that
this work can be considered as a contin-
uation of our former mission in Ethiopia.
Larry Vail was elected from the Assembly
and Mr. Urban from the Presbytery to ac-
comparny Mr. Mekonnen to the Kidane-
Hiwot congregation to express the As-
sembly’s pastoral concern in this matter.
A committee of three was elected to study
the issue of paedo-communion and re-
port to the 53rd General Assembly.

This decision was in accordance with the
recommendation of the committee. It is
good to read that the decision of the Pres-
bytery of the Mid-Atlantic was reversed.
And | understand that the General As-
sembly supported this reversal, but in its
pastoral care decided to charge a com-
mittee to provide more exegetical
grounds for maintaining the practice that
non-communicant children do not partake
of the Lord’s Supper.

In this connection | would like to
make the remark that | am not so happy
with the formulation of the first questions
regarding baptism and the Lord’s Supper
in the revised Heidelberg Catechism.
Question 69 now reads: “"How does holy
baptism signify and seal to you that the
one sacrifice of Christ on the cross bene-
fits you?”” And Question 75 says: “‘How
does the Lord’s Supper signify and seal
to you that you share in Christ’s one
sacrifice on the cross and in all His gifts?”
I underlined the words benefits and share.
Hereby we must notice that the sacrifice
of Christ is the subject of the verb benefit,
while you is the subject of share.

The old version reads: “How is it sig-
nified and sealed unto you in holy baptism
that you have part in the one sacrifice of
Christ on the cross?”, and “How is it sig-
nified and sealed unto you in the holy sup-
per that you partake of the one sacrifice
of Christ. . . ?’ The words have part and
partake precisely express the difference.
When you have part in something, your
own active participation is not required.
It just says that it is there for you. But
when you partake, you are actively in-
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volved. You do something. You take part
in it with the activity of faith. Aithough the
new formulation doss not deny this differ-
ence, the old wording appears clearer
and more direct to me.

J. GEERTSEMA

Victory of Christ in Korea

There is one more item in the issue
of New Horizons from which | quoted the
above information, which | would like our
readers to share with the readers of the
OPC magazine. Ted Hard tell us:

Recently some things have shaken the
Buddhist world in Korea. An influential
monk, while in prison on a trumped-up
charge, read the Bible and was convert-
ed. Sunghwa Kim is a personal friend of
mine and is now a student at Korea Theo-
logical Seminary where | teach.

Mr. Kim thh. the Book and his own books.

in the short year or so that he has
been a Christian, Mr. Kim has published
two books exposing Buddhism and urg-

ing belief in Christ. This has severely
shaken the Buddhist community, caus-
ing 500 monasteries to close and five
million Buddhists to be affected — either
by physically relocating or by distancing
themselves from their previous faith. And
some have even come to Christ, we are
told.

These figures are mind-boggling!
But the newspapers have published these
things. And Kim’s latest book, out only
a few weeks, may cause more waves!
(Most affected so far is the Pure Land
Buddhist sect in Korea.)

Only a few months ago | noticed a
newspaper item in which leading Bud-
dhists acknowledged publicly that Chris-
tianity has now outstripped them in num-
bers in Korea. This admission is truly
significant.

The victorious work of Christ goes on. Let
us rejoice together.

J. GEERTSEMA

The Somalia connection

Somalia is a tiny East-African nation
that has known the darkness of oppres-
sion, hunger, and homelessness over the
past decade. It is an impoverished country
still housing hundreds of thousands of
refugees from the war-torn Ogaden Valiey,
men, women, and children who have fled
drought and Ethiopian Marxist aggression.
(The Aug. 15th/81 issue of Clarion dealt in
more detail with the history of this troubled
situation.)

Recently, the executive of CRWRF
met with Michael and Oetje Madany, a
couple who have dedicated the past sev-
eral vears to helping others in Somalia.
The Madanys work as agriculturalist and
nurse respectively through World Concemn,
a small organization that requires them
to raise much of their own finances to
meet living expenses. Being impressed
with their Christian commitment and the
worthwhile work they do, we decided to
send a one-time gift of $1,000 towards
their support.

Here follows a report they supplied
that introduces them, their roles, and the
country God has led them to work in.

History of mission work in Somalia

Up until the time the first missionaries
arrived 90 years ago, islam had been the
sole religion of Somalia for nearly a
milennium.

From 1887-1935, missionaries from the
Church of Sweden (Lutheran) worked in lal-
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ian-controlled southern Somalia. They were
ejected by Mussolini in 1935, but not before
they had about 300 converts. Many of these
Christians fled to neighbouring Kenya but
some remained until the arrival of Mennonite
missionaries in the mid-1950s. Sudan In-
terior Mission also entered Somalia at this
time. Both the Mennonite and SIM mission-
aries established hospitals and schools.
After Somalia received independence from
ltaly and Great Britain in 1960, the mis-
sionaries were still allowed to stay. However,
a change in government in 1969 led to So-
malia entering into close alliance with the
Soviet Union. Mission properties were na-
tionalized and by 1975 all missionaries had
left the country. A handful of the 200 or so
Somalia converts continued to meet for wor-
ship in the capital city of Mogadishu.

Shortly before the Ogaden war of 1977,
the Somali government expelled nearly all
the Russians and Cubans from their coun-
try. Relations with western nations improved
and a large number of relief organizations
{including many Christian agencies) entered
Somalia in 1980. They were responding to
the serious refugee crisis brought on by the
victory of the Soviet-backed Ethiopian army
over the Somali forces. Some of these Chris-
tian groups were able to reestablish confact
with the scattered pockets of Somali Chris-
tians. At present, since the main crisis has
abated, there are only five Christian groups
still working in the country: Christian Re-
fugee Aid, Swedish Church Relief, Eastern
Board Mennonites, Christoffel Blinden Mis-
sion and World Concern.

World Concern

Worid Concern is a small, evangelical,
inter-denominational relief and development
organization with its headquarters in Seattle,
Washington. Sister organizations also exist
in Canada, South Korea and Australia. World
Concern first entered Somalia in February
1981, At that time, their work was focused
on providing relief (especially medical care)
at the Halba Refugee Camp. By November
1983, training of local health workers had
been so successful that the medical pro-
gram was turned over to Somali staff. Work
at the camp continues mainly in the field of
agricultural extension. In 1983 it was decid-
ed to also work on projects of a development
(rather than relief) nature with resident (as
opposed to refugee) Somalis. A plan was
made for a health/agricultural/community
development project centering around the
leprosy hospital in Jilib.

Personal background

Oetje Madany (nee van der Vegte) is a
citizen of The Netheriands and is trained as
a nurse, After nearly ten years experience
in various kinds of nursing work in The Neth-
erlands, Oetje went as pediatric nurse 1o
work with Cambodian refugees in Thailand
in 1980. Following a furlough, Oetje moved
to Sornalia in April 1981 to work for World
Congcern {on secondment from TEAR Fund,
Holland — The Evangelical Alliance for
Relief).

Michael Madany was born in Canada
but grew up in the USA. His training is in



range management, especially with regard
to livestock rearing cultures in the Third
World. Michael went to Somalia in 1982 to
teach range management at the Facuity of
Agriculture, Somali National University
and at an adjacent Agricultural Secondary
School. Because of uncertainties about the
future of this program, he resigned in April
1984 to join World Concern.

We met each other in 1983 in Somalia
and were married in The Nethertands in
January 1884. Our membership papers are
with the Reformed Church (Gereformeerde
Kerk, Vrijgemaakt) Sauwerd, The Nether-
lands. Both of us feel a commitment to work
within the Muslim world, in particular So-
malia, in order to witness for Christ. During
our time in Somalia we were privileged to
be able to share our faith with a number of
Muslim friends and acquaintances. Also, we
developed strong relationships with some of
the Somali Christians in addition to attend-
ing worship services and Bible studies with
them. We both have studied the Somali lan-
guage and are of medium proficiency.

Details of the Jilib Project

The Somali government requested that
World Concern become involved at the lep-
rosarium near Jilib, in southern Somalia.
World Concern has signed a contract for two
years, with the possibility of extension for
five years.

Oetje will work as a nurse together with
a Dutch midwife and an American lab techni-
cian. Health care will focus at first on the
320 leprosy patients and their families (al-
together about 2,000 people). It will include
improvement of the ongoing curative care
and beginning preventative care in the fol-
fowing ways: immunization, mother/child
clinic, sanitation and nutrition. Also, health
education for basic health care for commu-
nity health workers (CHW’s) and traditional
birth attendants (TBA'’s) will be stressed.
This will be given to both veteran workers
who have been working at the clinic for many
decades and the group of young CHW's and
TBA’s that will be taking over positions as
the first group retires.

Specific work at the leprosarium will be
to start active and relapsed leprosy patients
on their new treatment. World Concern will
be providing the necessary (and very expen-
sive) drugs for the hospital. Special training
will be given to both CHW'’s, TBA's, the lep-
rosy patients, and their families in the care
and treatment of the disease.

The leprosarium is located in an area
that was formerly a large island in the Juba
River. After the completion of training work
at the leprosarium itself, we would hope to
expand our activities to the rest of the 30
villages on the former island. Another as-
pect of health care is to try to improve the
health situation of a small group of Somali
Christians living 40 miles south of Jilib. They
are the remnant of the converis made by the
Swedish missionaries 50 years ago. They
are ostracized by their fellow villagers and
are living in extreme poverty. Nevertheless,

they remain true to the faith (despite only
sporadic contact with missionaries in the
last decade) and refuse to return to Islam.

Michael will work as team leader/agri-
cultural advisor on the project. He will super-
vise the work of the team and give special
attention to the agricultural aspects. A So-
mali and an Ethiopian refugee, both trained
in agricultural extension, will do much of the
work with farmers from the leprosy patients’
villages. The establishment of fruit and nut
crops and vegetable gardening will be em-
phasized. Michael will also do surveys of
outlying areas in the general region around
Jilib to see potential for future World Con-
cern projects pertaining to range manage-
ment, forestry and veterinary care.

Conclusion

At present, there are three ways in
which the Gospel may spread in Somalia.
The first is by the daily Somali language
broadcasts of SIM from radio station FEBA
in the Seychelles. The second is by person-
to-person contact by Somali Christians.
There are probably less than 50 people in
the country (population 5 million) who would
openly identify themselves as Christians.
There are also many secret believers who
fear persecution by family and neighbours.
The third is by foreign Christians like
ourselves, working within the country.

At the present time the Somali govern-
ment respects the constitutional right of all
of its adult citizens to follow whatever reli-
gion they wish. However, no religion other
than Islam may be propagated. From our ex-
perience, and the experience of other Chris-
tian workers in Somalia, we know that the
government tolerates “low-profile”” evange-
listic work such as personal witnessing. In
the capital city (and other towns) Somali and
foreign Christians are free 1o meet together
for worship. Importation of Somali Bibles
from Kenya has gone on by private individ-
uals and has not received any discourage-
ment by custom inspectors at the airport.
Thus, in Somalia in 1984, there is a remark-
able toleration for Christianity not seen in
many Muslim lands. This could change, but
our prayer is that God will keep the doors
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open and that more labourers will come to
this neglected field.

We see our work as having two parts.
First, to do the work for which we are official-
ly in the country — health, community and
agricultural work among the leprosy patients.
But of equal importance is our “‘spiritual-
development”’ work: to witness whenever
possible to co-workers and friends about our
Lord Jesus Christ and to help strengthen the
Somali Christians in their faith. By sharing
with them our rich Reformed heritage, we
hope to see them grow in faith and obedi-
ence as they struggle to follow Christ in a
hostile society. We believe that the same
Scriptural principles rediscovered by our
forefathers in the Reformation are of great
relevance to the embryonic church in Soma-
lia today.

We chose to work for World Concern
because its evangelical statement of faith
did not contradict our own beliefs (especially
in the area of the baptism of believer’s chil-
dren). Other organizations involved in So-
malia have an equally conservative state-
ment of faith but also prohibit discussion of
infant baptism. We feel it is the best organi-
zation at the present time to associate with
in our work in Somalia.

We are glad that young people such
as the Madanys use their professional
skills for the benefit of those less fortunate.
Perhaps there are more in our midst who
have a calling to similar work — work that
may not pay much in tangible terms, but
whose rewards are nonetheless invalu-
able. We at CRWRF are not large enough
to send out our own personnel directly,
but perhaps we could help direct you to
a field of service. Think about it.

RUTH MEERVELD

Gifts for the work of CRWRF may be

directed fo:
CRWRF
PO Box 793
Burlington, ON L7R 3Y3

All gifts are gladly received. Donations of
$10.00 or more will be issued a receipt
for tax deduction.
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The most impressive feature of our
new Theological College building is the
library,

Especially the women in our churches
will be interested in the {ollowing Library
FHeporl — June 1985,

In the summer of 1884, the College
had the help of Miss Margaret VandenBerg
in the library. Margarst performed prelim-
inary cataloguing on much of the backiog,
which was then checked by the Associate
Librarian. Inventory was completed that
summer and the many problems and in-
consistencies in the shelflist have since
then been rectified, usually by recatalogu-
ing the fterm in question. The missing book
list was widely circulated, and many items
were recovered, with the result that there
are only 81 items on our current missing
book list. Again, this is a small number
for a collection this size and considering
the library has been operating for sixtsen
vears.

in Bepiember, the first scheduled li-
brary orientation was held. For one hour
the Associate Librarian covered the basics
of using the library and locked at some
specialized reference iools. No orientation
will be held this year in view of the fact
that there will be no freshman class.

Throughout this past acadermic year,
the library has been also very fortunate
in recsiving some voiunteer help from Mrs,
Alice Kroeze, the wife of one of the slu-
denis. She is willing to continue to spend
a few hours per week in the library, and
will begin to undertaks the updating of our
sermon index. This index was begun some
ysars ago, but unfortunately was aban-
doned for lack of manpower. in spite of
its Himitations, this index is still well used
by many students, and by updating it we
hope 1o increase its usefulness.

Through the fall and winter, many
hours were spent finalizing the library
layout for the new College buliding. Sev-
oral draft layouis were considered until
one was chosen that provided optimum
sxpansion room and also met wilh the ap-
proval of the architect with regard to floor
loading requirements. Once the layout
was finalized, the shebving and furniture
was delermined and ordered.

Planning ihe actual move was the
nent undertaking. Careful planning ensures
a rsduced worldoad after the move, 50
svery detail was worked out on papey, right
down to how many inches of books were
to be put on aach sheil. Before moving
day, Miss Teresa Bouwman packed ap-
proximately four hundred boxes of books,

and on May 215st, students began moving
the packsd boxes and emply shelving
units to the new building where the books
ware reshelved on new shelving units.
The smply boxes were sent back i¢ the
old College where the packing of books
continued {about anciher two hundred
and fifty boxes), while the old shelving
units were reassembled in the new library
in order 1o provide space for unpacking.
With such a coordinated effort, the entire
library was moved in one day, and the re-
shelving was compieted within two days.

Our new library is a great improve-
ment over the old faciiities. Now all of the
materials can be housed in one large
room in proper order, and there is ample
room for sxpansion, study, and library
staff. The new design inciudes a period-
icals reading section, a reference area,
a study area with the Bible commantary
sets, a circulation area, as well as the
main collection. The reference seclion is
a new concept for this library, and it is
hoped that both faculty and students will
find it of benelit. it consists of a separate
collection of essential refersnce works,
such as sncyclopedias, dictionaries, hand-
books, periodical indexes, concordances,
lexicons, differant Bible versions, atlases,
and bibliographies. ltems for this coliec-
tion were identified by the faculty with the
use of guidelines drawn up by the Asso-
ciate Librarian, and the antire reference
collection has now been recatalogued and
noused in its new guarters. The collection
is located close io the card cajalogues
and circulationfreferance desk, and should
provide quick and ready access 1o items
that are in high demand.

The new circulation/reference desk
will provide a working area for the library
staff member and will aiso serve as an in-
formation center for users who might need
reference assistance. Hs localion at the
entrance 1o the library makes it visible to
those entering who may require immediate
assistance, and may sven Serve as a re-
minder 1o those ieaving the library that
thelr books should be signad outl

The current pericdicals are now nice-
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Iy displayed in alphabetical order in new
specially bullt shelving units that have
room for several back issues in the stor-
age area behind the display shell. The
sarlisr back issues are located in pam-
phist boxes on several rows of shelves be-
hind the display units. In the old buiiding,
for lack of space, not all current issues
could be displayed, and back issues werg
in the basement.

The collection iiself has grown by 468
books over the past year (825 last year),
from an accession number of 13,750 to
14,218, The balance sheets at May 31,
1984 showed the assets in library books
a5 $88,823. This has increased by about
$9,800. Included in cur acquisitions this
year have been several items purchasad
from Rev. G. VanDooren and g gift from
the library of the late Dr. L. Praamsma.
Amongst our purchases were Origen’s
Hexapla ($188), The Temple Scrolf ($300}
and several volumes of the Supplements
to Vetus Testamentum ($875).

Heading the library report of June
1884 brings 1o mind all those projects and
plans that were underway at this time last
year together with the realization that
much remains to be done, especially with
regard o the investigation of automated
procedures in our library. The recormmen-
dations for the dirsction to be taken in
compuierization have stili not been placed
before the Library Commiltse. This is due
mainly 1o the fact that the planning of new
facilities, and the various tasks associated
with the actual move iisslf as well as the
daily upkeep of the iibrary took up all of
the times that the Associate Librarian was
able to spend on fibrary work. This makes
it evident, as has been put forward in past
reports, that a full-time library staff mem-
ber should be the eventual aim of the Caol-
{age. Such a person would be able to han-
dle various library projects (such as aulo-
mation, sermon indexing, recataloguing,
eic.} in addition to the daily maintenance
tasks. In the meantims, an atlemnpt will be
made for some progress in these matters,
even if it means allowing the daily work
to lag behind somewhat.

I conclusion we may express our
thanikiuiness for the ability to accomplish
these varying tasks over the past year.
We are especially thankful for our new [i-
brary facilities, and trust that they will be
of increasing benefit to those who stugy
and teach in cur College.

J. FABER
MRS, J. MARRAN
Associate Librarian (Reporter)
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in the Fraser Valley

On Wednesday, June 26 the iadies
of the Maranatha Canadian Reformed
Church of Surrey had the privilege of hosi-
ing the 22nd Annual League Day for the
mors than 180 attendees.

During the moming session our chair-
fady, Mrs. Aat Onderwater introduced the
speaker, the Rev. C. Bouwman who spoke
to us on the topic “The Holy Spirit.”” He
said that too much emphasis is placed
these days on the Holy Spirit and axperi-
ence. He pointed out that we should come
to grips with the central task of the Holy
Spirit. The Spirit received His mandate
from the exalted Christ — we must not
separale the two. In order to understand
His activity, we must first know His iderity
as being the third person of the Holy Trin-
ity, that He is of the one and same es-
sence, majesty and glory with the Father
and the Son,

The Holy Spiritis seldom mentioned
in the Old Testament because the Lord
was not yvet pleased to reveal the Spirit
more fully. Not until Pentecost was the
Spirit revealed because Christ had not yet
bean fully revealed. The Holy Spirit's task
was 1o apply the benefits of the death of
Christ to believers, We must see the Holy
Spirit’s task in the light of Christ’s exalted
position, just as a floodlight is used at
right to light up a building. Without the
Spirit as a floodlight, fallen rman cannot
sge the Redeemer,

The Spirit’s task is Christo-centric.
Without Christ there would be no salva-
tion; without the Holy Spirit this salvation
would not be ours. The Holy Spirit could
not do these things if He wasn't God. His
identity makes His work possibia,

Being a Christian is synonymous with

having the Spirlt or being filled with the |

Spirll. Fepentance guarantees the pres-
ence of the Spirt {Acts 2:38, 39); by kesp-
ing His commandments we abide in Mim,
and He in us ( John 3:24).

The fruits of the Holy Spirit in us are
love, jov, peace, patisnce, etc. (Bal. 5:22).
The Spirit opens our ayes and the natural
result is that we do, speak and live as
Christians. Our enthusiasm for God is part
of being fillad with the Spiril. In closing,
Hev. Bouwman spoke g few words of
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warning and encouragement. He said that
one need not rely on emotion 1o know that
the Spirit is indeesd near. We may at times
fail to sense the presence of the Spirit but
then we must uss the means available,
La., reading of Scripture, worship, use of
the sacramanis, et

We should remember that the Holy
Spirit was not given so we can look to Him
but so that we can look 1o Christ. In fact,
we grieve the Spirit it we look into the
floodlight rathar than at the bullding.

In the afternoon session, chaired by
Mrs. Janey VanSeters, a spesch was pre-
sented by Mrs. Mary YanVeen entitled,
“Death — the 'Uncomfortable’ Reality.”
in her introductory remarks she pointed
out that in the past death was expected,
farniliar, and daait with much more easily
than 1t is today. People generally died at
hormne whers they were cared for by those
close to them. in modarn times we sepa-
rate the dving in hospitals, the elderly in
group retirement homes or personal care
centers, and there are medical personnel
and funeral directors to assist and even
take over when death is expected. Thus
we are spared the necessity of direct
confrontation.

First the speaker deslt with the ques-
tion of what it means 1o die. Death and
sin belong together — death is the con-
saquence of sin and is not to be treated
lightly, for although we know in faith that
it is but a doorway to eternal life in our
Lord Jesus Christ, that door is of dark-
ness, not light. The faith in which we have
comfort, strangth, and a sure knowiedge
sustains us and we know that with God
we ars naver alone.

The dying may experience a number
of tears, not just of pain, suffering, and
uncentainty, bit also of helplessness, and
separation from loved ones and their {u-
ture. Saying “don’t you worry” is not
enough; sometimes corcrete help is nesd-
ed 1o comfort and reassure the person.

There are five stagss in the dying
process. The first slage is called denial,
& typical reaction when someone leams
that he is terminally il The second stage
is rage and anger. Instead of bringing the
anger ¢ God and confessing our weak-

those surrounding us. f we re
Job ranied against God in his suffering,
we are almost shocked, vet God under-
stood and revealed much of Himself to
Job, comforting and biessing him.,

The third stage is one of bargaining.
Two examples of bargaining out of Scrip-
ture are Hezekiah's, when fifteen vears
were added to his life, and Hannah's bar-
gain for Samuel. The fourth stags is de-
pression or “preparaiory grief” In ter-
minal iliness this stage is a preparation
for death, by making final arrangements,
praparing others o take over tasks, set-
tiing affairs, etc. This leads {o the final
stage, calied acceptance or waiting. Usu-
ally this lime is very short and ocours just
before death, although sometimes it is
prolonged such as in cases of coma, un-
consciousneass, or what is called a long
death-bed.” Generally it is characterized
by a quist acceptancs.

Death finally comes and God's own
passes into eternal glory with Him. No
more tears, pain, of sutfering. We rejoice
for their gain and moum for our loss at the
same time. We have God's promisas to
sustain us and strengthen us in the time
to come.

Mrs. VanVeen reminded us that initial
support for those left behind sometimes
dies ouf as lime passes and it is easy fo
forget that loneliness and grief may take
a long time to pass. A widow or widower
seas nothing but loving couples sharing
their worship, a mother sees other muothers
holding their children, a baptism provokes
tears at the thought of 2 baby who has
died. We don't always ses these things
g0 guickly, but we should. We should re-
member thal an understanding smile, a
kind word, a gentle touch, an invitation
to dinner or an evening's visit all help,

Both the moming and aflerncon
speech were followed by good discus-
sion. Leagus Day 1885 was a stimulating
and joyiul day. We are thankful that we
once again had the opportunity for study
and fellowship,

ess fo Him, often the anger i vented on
read of how
5




EPRESS RELEASES

Canadian Reformed School Society
formed in Calgary, Alberia, June 8,
1985.

The meeting opened with the
reading of I Timothy 31 — 4:4 and
prayer. All those attending gave their
unanimous consent to form a Canadian
Reformed School Society.

An organizational board consisting of
br. H. Van Delden (chairman), sr. A,
Ostermeier (treasurer), and br. B. Winkel
(secretary) was elected by a free vois. In-
cluded in their mandate is the drafting of
a proposed constitution and bylaws.

A committee, consisting of, sisters T.
Bikker and A. Oostenbrug was appointed
to organize a Saturday school for the
coming season.

The first general mesting of the
society is scheduled for September 19,
D.V. fo approve the proposed constitution
and bylaws.

The chairman of the new board
closed with prayer.

For the board,
B. Winkel

“Anchor”’ Canadian Reformed Asso-
ciation for the Handicapped, July 19,
1985

The meeting was opened in the
usual Christian manner by the chairman.

The minutes were approved as
presented. A letter from Mr. W. Zomer is
read and discussed along with the reply
drawn up by the exectutive board. Mr.
Zomer is hesitant about starling in a tem-
porary accommaodation. The board feels
that the need in our families is too great
to wait for a permanent building.

The summer camp commitiee
reporis on a great camp. The commitiee
is commended on a job well done.

The students of the John Calvin
school in Smithvilie had & work-a-thon
and made $1451.00 for our brothers and

sisters. A big “thank-you’ to you all, hard
workersi

An outgoing lstter to a member is
read and approved.

The press release is read and ap-
proved. After a question period the
meeting is closed with prayer.

E.J. DEJONG

international Reformed Conference in
Edinburgh.

Note from the editor

Although ample information regarding
the coming International Conference of
Reformed Churches in Edinburgh has
been provided for the readers of Clarion,
we publish also the official “Press
Release,” as it was received from the of-
fice of the organizing church in Scotland.
It contains some more news besides what
is known already. J.G.

An International Conference of
Reformed Churches is to be held in Edin-
burgh from September 2nd 1o 10ih.

About 50 delegates are expected
from Australia, Canada, Indonesia,
ireland, Korea, The Netherlands, New
Zealand, South Africa and the United
States.

The Free Church of Scotland is act-
ing as host to the Conference and the
meetings will be held in the Free Church
Assembly Hall in Johnston Terrace.

The Conference will begin at 7:30
p.m. on Monday, September 2nd with a
service of public worship conducted by
the HRev. Donald Lamont, a former
Moderator of the Free Church General
Assembly who was involved in the initial
planning of the venture. The formal
opening will iake place on Tuesday morn-
ing at 10 a.m. when the Rev. Professor
A.C. Boyd, Moderator of the last General
Assembly of the Free Church of
Scotland, will welcome delegates and
preside over the initial business.

The organisers are hoping that the

OUR LITTLE MAGAZINE

Conference will appeal to ordinary
church-goers and the general public as
well as to clerics and theologians. The
evening meetings have been arranged
with this in mind. Each evening two
delegates will give brief accounts of their
Churches and of Christian life and work
in their own countries. These will be
followed by a series of lectures on cur-
rent ecclesiastical and theological
issues. Discussion of the matters raised
in the lectures wili occupy the remainder
of the evening and be continued the
following morning. Afternoons will be de-
voted to business matters.

The evening meetings will begin at
7:30. The provisional programme is as
follows:

Tuesday September 3: The Doctrine
of the Church in the Reformed Confes-
sions. By Dr. J. Faber, Canada.

Wednesday September 4: Piety in
the Book of Psalms. By Professor M.M.
Ohmann, The Netherlands.

Thursday September 5: The
Sacraments in Relation to New Life in
the Spirit. By Professor D. Macleod,
Scotland.

Friday September 6: The Doctrine of
the Covenants and Reformed Theology.
By Rev. John N. Macleod, Scotland.

Saturday September 7: It is hoped
to leave Saturday afiernoon free for
delegates to be taken on a tour of places
of historical interest. The evening ses-
sion will be popular and devotional but
the details have still to be worked out.

There will be no mestings on Sun-
day so that ministers attending the Con-
ference will be free to accept preaching
engagements in local churches.

Monday Septermnber 9: The Exercise
of inter-Church Relations. By Rev. J.
Visscher, Canada.

Tuesday September 10: Closing
Address.

For further information, contact the
Rev. Donald Macleod [Telephone: (031)
226-5286].

twent and things were a whole lot different than in Maranatha.
| School started at 8:20 in the morning! We had a bit of Science
in the morning and then it was break time. Break time was
10:15 to 10:30. At ten thirty | decided to look in the gym. There
was the high-jump material in the corner. | went and jumped
on the foam. My shoe got caught in the rope and | fell
backwards. When | fell | broke my arm. | cried and cried. The

Helio Busy Beavers! I

Someone has an interesting story to share with us. It's
Busy Beaver Sylvia Sikkema.

“This year | was in Grade Six. On May 27 there was Grade
Seven day. The Grade Sixes went to Emmanue! Christian High
School in Gueliph. We went there to get used to the school.
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{(Numbers 11:5)

Special Interest: Melons are members of the gourd family. In this large family,
besides watermelons and muskmelons, you have pumpkins, squash, gourds, and
cucumbers. Melons are eaten fresh. The seeds can be dried up to make jewellery.

Watermelon seeds can also be dried and eaten.

(I Samuel 14:2)

uthern United States they are not only grown for their

Special Interest: in the Sou
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teacher took me to the hospital. There | waited almost all day
long. At 6:30 my cast was put on. The doctor said it had to
stay on for 6 weeks but during the sixth week he would be in
Vancouver. | had to go to Fergus to get it X-rayed during the
fifth week. My arm was all better so they took off my cast. That
was last week Wednesday.”

All's well that ends well! | know you’ll be very careful when
you get in that gym again, right Sylvia?

FOR YOU TO DO

Here are some fun fall things-to-do.

1. Collect colourful leaves. Try to get as many different
kinds as you can. Go on a leaf freasure hunt with your friend!
When you come back place the leaves between layers of
newspaper. Put some heavy books on top. In ten days they’ll
be beautiful dried leaves!

2. Collect as many seeds as you can. Mount them with
glue on a piece of light cardboard. With a pencil and ruler make
lines under each kind of seed. Then with your markers print
the names of the seeds.

3. Make a seed 'n glue picture. Make an outline picture.
Just for example: a girl with an umbrella. Spread a thin layer
of glue all over the umbrella. Now sprinkle one kind of seed
all over the glue. Now do her skirt and so on with different kinds
of seeds. Let it dry very well before hanging. Have fun!

' \ From the Mailbox

Welcome to the Busy Beaver Club, Tim Verhey. We
are happy to have you join us. I’'m glad you had such
a good time at camp. | hope you find a pen pal soon.
Be sure to write and tell me when you do, Tim!

And a big welcome to you, too, Adrian Bartels. Which
animal at the zoo did you like best, Adrian? Will you write and
tell us? Bye for now!

Welcome to the Busy Beaver Club Alex Sikkema. Did you
get your swimming badge? | hope you had lots of fun on your
birthday, Alex. Bye for now. Write again soon.

Of course you may join the Busy Beaver Club Julia Dokter.
We are happy to have you join us. Will you write and tell us
about your hobbies and where you live?

| really liked your story Pearl VandeBurgt! Keep up the
good work! Be sure to enter our next story contest Peari! And
thank you very much for the games, too. It’s a little late for
this summer. But they’ll keep, right?

How did your two camping trips go, Pauline De Ruiter? And
how do you like it back in school? Thanks for the quiz, Pauline.
Bye for now.

Hello Kerri Roodzant. Congratulations on passing! Keep
up the good work! Did you enjoy your holidays, Kerri? Thank
you very much for all the puzzies and quizzes!

And thank you very much for the crossword puzzie Melanie
Werkman. It was nice to hear from you again. How did you en-
joy the summer, Melanie? Did you enter our Big Contest?

How did your arm feel when the cast came off, Sylvia Sik-
kema? And how do you like your new school? Did you have
a good summer holiday, too? Thanks for the puzzle, Sylvia.

Sounds to me as if you had a lot of swimming fun, Peter
John Sikkema. Did you get your swimming badge this year?
Thanks for the puzzle, Peter John. Write again soon.

Hello Debbie Jagt. | see you have been very busy. Thanks
for all the things-to-do, Debbie. What did you do all summer
long? And are you happy to be back in school?

How was vyour sister’'s wedding day, Alice Van
Woudenberg? What part did you like best? | think you got a
very nice birthday present, Alice. Did you use it lots this
summer?

Hello Shelly VanderHorst. It was nice to hear from you
again. Did you have a good summer, too, Shelley? Thank you
very much for the interesting puzzle!

How did your “Church Squares’ turn out Amy Hofsink?
And how did you like your trip to Quebec? What part did you
like best? Will you write and tell us, Amy?

Hello, Jennifer Siebenga. Thanks for your pretty letter. Did
you eat lots of raspberries, too? And how are you at using your
new glove? What do you like best in your garden, Jennifer?

Sounds to me as if you had one terrific time going to your
uncle’s wedding, Chad Pieterman! That was quite a trip you
made. How does it feel to be back in school now?

Congratulations on your award, Jeanette Barendregt! I'm
really proud of you. And | can understand you being a little
shaky and confused! And | think you spent the gift money very
wisely, Jeanette!

Hello, Walt Bartels (or was it Michelle who wrote? You
didn’t say.) I'm glad you had such a nice trip to the zoo. Thanks
for the picture. Write again soon.

Busy Beavers we need a pen pal for:

Tim Verhey (age 7)
1776 Sunny Creek S.E.
Kentwood 49508

Ml USA

Quiz Time !
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