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Around the middle of the year, before the holiday season
begins, there is a change of office bearers in many of our
churches. Some brothers have completed their period of three
or four years, the congregations have slected new brothers
o take their place, and these newly elected and approved
brothers are ordained in their office of elder or deacon. it is
good to pay attention to the calling of office bearers.

It is not so much my intention to deal with the work of the
office bearers in the congregation itself, but rather to write
about the task as expressed in the heading. Because of their
calling and worl in the congregation, office bearers must take
heed to themselves.

These words are taken from Acts 20:28. They were spoken
by the apostie Paul to the elders of the church at Ephesus when
he was on his way to Jerusalsm. He told these Ephesian
bishops that affliction was waiting him and that they would not
see him again. Paul further said to them that after his depar-
ture fierce wolves would come in among them, not sparing the
flock, while also from their own midst ren would arise who
would speak perverse things and try to draw the congregation
away from Christ.

In that situation the apostle exhorted the elders: “Take
heed to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit
has made you overseers, to care for the church of God which
He obtained with the blood of His own Son.” | shall make a
few remarks on some elements in this word of Paul which
shows the urgency of the exhortation that office bearers have
o take heed to themselves.

The Holy Spirit made you overseers

The church is not a democracy where the people are said
to rule themselves through their own elected rulers. Even
though there is election of office bearers in the church by the
congregation, the one who rules is Christ through the Holy
Spirit. The Holy Spirit works through His human instruments.

We do not know in exactly which way the Spirit had made
the elders of the Ephesian church overseers. Was this done
by direct appointment through the apostle Paul? Or was it done
in the way of a congregational elsction? We can only guess,
but it does not really matter. The result remains the same: the
elders were made overseers through the Holy Spirit.

We believe that the same is true for faithful churches to-
day. The Holy Spirit fills members of the congregation and
grants them gifts which make them suitable for one of the of-
fices in the church. The consistory or council nominates such
brethren. The congregation, also guided by the Holy Spirit and
seeking the spiritual well-being of the church, looks for such
men who are gifted with the Holy Spirit, faithful in their Chris-
tian life and of good repute in and cutside the congregation,
and chooses them. When so, nominated by the consistory and
elected by the congregation, these men are ordained, it can
be correctly said that the Holy Spirit has made them office
bearers.

And their task is to take care of the flock of Christ which

He is gathering through His Spirit, after He bought her for a
high price.

God bought the church for a high price

The price for which God bought His church was high. it
was the blood, the life of His Son. it shows how precious the
church is in the eyes of the Lord. Being a sheperd, an overseer,
and taking care of the flock of the Lord is therefore a very im-
portant task. It must be considersd a desirable calling, as Paul
says to Timothy (1 Timothy 3:1), but at the same time it is a
very responsible one.

The congregation is very precious to the Lord, and
therefore we can understand that the Lord warns his servants
that he will ask His people from their hand.

Christ gave His life for His church. That was a total self-
sacrifice out of perfect human and divine love. This sacrifice
showed a total commitment. When we look at the picture which
the New Testament gives us of the apostle Paul, we see a total
apostolic commitment to the church which Christ bought. Paul
gave himself completely to Christ. Christ was for him the Lord
and Saviour who bought the church for Himself and for God.
Therefore, giving himself totally to Christ meant for Paul giv-
ing himself totally to the church of Christ. Faithful office bearers
in the church of Christ will seek to follow this example of the
apostie. They will give themselves, to the congregation for
which Christ paid such a high price with their whole heart, with
full commitment and a total dedication. What was and is g0
precious for Christ is precious for them. That is why they have
o take heed fo themselves.

Take heed to yourselves as examples

Office bearers must constantly turn their attention, their
mind o themselves and waich themselves intensively, because
they have a leading position in the church of Christ. This
leading position means in the first place that they are calied
1o be good examples for the flock.

Satan directs his assaults in the first place on the leaders
in the church. If he can make them unfaithful and careiess,
seeking their own interests instead of that of the congregation,
or if he can make them accept or allow teachings which deviate
from the Word of the Lord, the flock so easily follows them on
the wrong path.

It is with the church as with a family. The church is calied
the household of God. When parents turn in 2 wrong direc-
fion, the children almost always follow that way, and often go
even farther, although there are exceptions.

Also the opposite is true, although again thers are excep-
tions. Usually, when parents love the Lord and serve Him with
their whole heart, keeping His commandments in their own life
and so teach the children, taking heed to themseives, the
children will follow their teaching and example.

it is, therefore, not strange when Christians are exhorted
1o remember their leaders, who spoke to them the Word of God,
to consider the cuicome of their life and to imitate their faith,



Hebrews 13:7. Peter admonishess the elders to be “examples
to the flock,” 1 Peter 5:4.

When an office bearer is not faithful and diligent, but takes
it quite easy in the service of the Lord, he undermines the basis
for his work in the church in a double way, for the congrega-
tion and for hirmsell. When he lacks commitment and dedica-
tion and lives a sloppy, cargless life and is for himself not strict
with regard to the commandments of the Lord, the members
of the congregation will loose respect for him. And when he
comes to them to admonish them in connection with certain
sinful actions or attifudes, the members will think and perhaps
say that he should first look at hirnself and change his own
attitude and way of life. They will not accept His Word.

But a lax attitude will not only weaken the basis for his
work with regard to the congregation, it will also undermine
the basis for his work with respect to himself. A person who
is not living for the Lord with full commitment, but is nagligent
and feels guilty, has no drive 1o go to others to admonish them
to repent and turn away from sin. His own guilly conscience
breaks his moral and psychological strength, and leaves him
without mental and spiritual power 1o convince others of sin
and 1o lead them {0 repentance and conversion. A man who
does not urge himself, cannot truly urge others.

Take heed to vourselves for vour task

The apostie Paul spoke about fierce wolves who would
not spare the flock and about memmbers of the church who
would speak peverse things to lead the congregation astray.
That was not only a warning for those days, it was a warning
for all time. This warning involves both doctrine and conduct.
Satan iries to destroy the church of the Lord mainly by two
means: by persecution through fierce wolves who pounce upon
their prey; and through deviating doctrines coming up from
within the congregations that lead away from the truth and so
from the Lord.

in order to ward off false doctrines that often start with
minor deviations, the elders, as overseers keeping watch over
the flock of the Lord, must themselves know the Scriptures.
They must know the true doctrine of the Word of God. They
must know what the church confesses to be the true doctrine.
For the proper fulfilment of their calling office bearers must,
therefore, constantly study. They must study the Word of the
Lord and the Confessions of the Church. They are called to
read books and arficles that can help them to understand Scrip-
ture and confession, so that he will be able to work with them
in the practical exscution of his office.

When the apostle Paul wrote down the requirements for
the bishops or overseers, that is, the elders in the church, one
of them was that slders must be ‘apt teachers’ 1 Timothy 3:2.
And Titus is instructed to appoint elders in every town accord-
ing to Paul's directions. One of those directions is that an eider
“rust hold firm to the sure word as taught, so that he may
be able to give instruction in sound doctrine and also to con-
fute those who contradict it,” Titlus 1.8,

Oifice bearers who {(almost) never read to increase their
knowledge and insight in God’s Word and the doctrine of the
church and who do not know what is going on doctrinally in
and around the church, and what is right and what is wrong,
but just accept what ministers and ecclesiastical meetings say,
are not well able to fight off deviations and false teachings and
cannot property take heed to the flock of the Lord.

in this connection the suggestion may be made that of-
fice bearers, as much as is possible, attend the meetings of
the Men’s Society. it is true, this cannot always be realized
because of the work that is involved in the execution of their
office. There is often not much time left for attending society
meetings, espeacially in the larger congregations. Many even-
ings are occupied by church work that consists of consistory
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meetings and visits. And there is usually also their own family
that requires the attention and care of a husband and father,
Nevertheless, there should be a striving of office bearers o
strengthen the Men’s Society through their input.

Take heed to yourselves under pressure

Besides being examples for the flock in doctrinal
knowledge and understanding for the purpose of teaching and
warding off deviations, office bearers have to be examples in
true Christian conduct under the pressures of the surrounding
world. The apostle spoke of fierce wolves, of persecution and
oppression. Office bearers must be examples of faithfulness
and endurance in persecution and under oppression.

Let me take as an example something that has been an
important issue for many years in our churches. | mean the
matter of membership in the secular trade unions. We realized
that total allegiance to a labour organization could not go
together with total allegiance to Christ Jesus, because the
church confesses that Christ Jesus is Saviour also of our dai-
Iy labour and for our labour relations. This the unions deny.

Confessing Christ as Redeemer also for labour and labour
refations and, per consequence, refusing 1o accept union
membership, brought many people under great economic and
social pressure. It was a form of persecution. It can be
understood that someone who would give in under that
pressure, could not be considered fit for a leading position in
one of the offices in the church of the Lord.

Let me take another example. Working on Sunday is more
and more required in our secularizing society. More and more
people like to shop on Sunday. More and more complicated
factories demand uninterrupted production seven days per
week and therefore require shift work seven days a week. More
and more businesses are open on Sunday. This shows the
desecration not only of the day of rest and worship, but also
of life in general in our modern society.

This brings along the temptation o give in under the
pressure of social and economic circumstances, and to think
and teach that the fourth commandment does not have bear-
ing anyrnore for the New Testament church. It may lead to ag-
cepting Sunday work either for yourself or for employees who
work for you. It is clear that a church that seeks to live by the
Word of the Lord is not served by an office bearer who gives
in to social and economic pressures from the world. He can-
not give good leadership.

These examples can be multiplied with many. We see that
from the requirements for office bearers as Paul gives them
to Timothy and Tius, saying, for instance, that “'a bishop must
be above reproach,” 1 Timothy 3:2 or a bishop, as God’s
steward, must be blameless; he must not be arrogant or quick-
tempered or a drunkard or viclent or greedy for gain, bui
hospitable, a lover of goodness, master of himself, upright, ho-
iy, and seif-controlled,” Titus 1:7,8.

Conclusion

Qur conclusion must be that a true God-fearing attitude
and conduct, that shows cbedience of faith with respect to
God’s commandments, has to be the goal of those who have
recaived the responsible task of an office bearer in the church
of the Lord. It demands commitment to the LORD and dedica-
tion to His cause, His church and kingdom as the all impor-
tant matter in life, to which everything is made subservient.

Office bearers must take head to themselves and waich
carefully how they speak and act and think for the sake of the
chureh of God, bought for such a high ransom and 80 precious
to Him. Let us who have received an office in the church, take
heed to ourselves, praying that the Lord may forgive the short-
comings, and striving for perfection.
comings, and striving for perfection J. GEERTSEMA
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Marriage and procreation:.

3. Valid reasons

The most frequently heard reason for
limitation of the number of children or so-
called family-planning is the danger of
overpopulation. Not enough food will be
available. Poverty and starvation will be
the final result. However, is that really an
honest reasoning? It is a well-known fact
that family planning always has been an
issue, especially with well-off families.
Those who could financially very well af-
ford to have a large family were often the
least willing to accept this responsibility.
The size of families is often greater in the
poor countries than in the wealthy areas.
Overpopulation and starvation is not a
real threat for the people who are the
most in favour of having a small family.
We can understand that the food supply
is a problem in some parts of the world,
but that are exactly the places with the
largest families. However, that is not the
problem in the rich countries. There is no
overpopulation in our part of the world.
On the contrary. In many developed
countries there is rather a problem in the
opposite direction. Sociologists have
figured out that after a number of years
we will have many older people to look
after, but a relatively small group of peo-
ple to take care of them. In some coun-
tries the government considers measures
to reverse this effect by encouraging peo-
ple to have a larger family, because they
are concerned about the decreasing
population. The real reason of the smaller
families is that people do not like the
responsibility. They want to be free, to en-
joy life without being bothered too much
by the raising of children. They like to
have fun, they like to have sexual rela-
tions, but they do not want children. And
when a girl gets pregnant she wants to
have the right to get rid of the baby by
abortion. “‘Don’t care about others, just
live for your own joy and have fun, as
much as possible.” That is the mentality
today.

Some might wonder whether there

are no valid reasons at all io restrict the

number of children or to postpone a
pregnancy within the scope of our own

respongibility. There certainly are valid

reasons. The Lord did not give the in-
struction to mankind to multiply as much
and as fast as possible but He said to
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Adam and Eve that they should be fruit-
full and multiply, and fill the earth and
subdue it; and have dominion over
everything upon the earth. Parents have
the responsibility, not only fo bring forth
children but to bring them up in the fear
of the Lord. As many children as possi-
ble is not necessarily in accordance with
the commandment of the Lord. it is ir-
responsible to procreate a next child if,
humanly speaking, the parents know that
the life or the health of the mother will be
in danger, or that the upbringing of the
existing family will become very difficult
if not impossible. Many circumstances
have to be considered and it is impossi-
ble to set a clear-cut rule for every situa-
tion. It makes quite a difference whether
a family lives in a small apartment,
because the father is unemployed and
the mother cannot make ends meet, or
that a family lives in a huge farmhouse,
while the children are working on a family
farm. Parents have to consider all
aspects. Prayerfully they have to bring
this matter before the Lord. They can
discuss it with their pastor, with their doc-
tor, with one of the elders or with another

a——

“counselor,” but finally they have to
make the decision before the
countenance of the Lord. It is certainly not
so that a mother should become pregnant
as soon as possible after she has given
birth to a baby. Let us not forget that in
our present situation the chance that a
mother gets pregnant for the second time
within a year is much greater than it was,
for instance, in the time of the Old Testa-
ment. in the Bible we read at different oc-
casions that a child was weaned. For in-
stance in Genesis 21:8 it says about
Isaac: “And the child grew, and was
weaned; and Abraham made a great
feast on the day that Isaac was weaned.”
In | Samuel 1:23,24 we read about Han-
nah, the mother of the prophet Samusl:
“the woman remained and nursed her
son, untit she weaned him. And when she
had weaned him, she took him up with
her, along with a three-year-old bull, and
an ephah of flour, and a skin of wine; and
she brought him to the house of the
LORD at Shiloh; and the child was
young.” In both cases, with lsaac as well
as with Samuel, it is very likely that the
boys were about five years old before
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they where eaned”’. Do you realize
what that means? A mother was suppos-
ed o breast-feed her baby for a nurnber
of years. Often three to five years. Dur-
ing that period of time it was very unilike-
ly that she would become pregnant again.
That was a “natural” reason why very
seldom two chiidren were born within less
than a year. There were at least a number
of years in between. The question is not
whether there can be circumstances
which make it advisable or necessary to
refrain from the procreation of a next
child, but the guestion is whar are the pro-
per reasons and which measures haveto
be taken to prevent or avoid a pregnan-
oy for a certain period of time.

4, Different circumstances

it depends on the perscnal cir-
cumstances and the “weight” of the
reasons, which measures have to be
taken and are appropriate in a certain
situation. When the mother is healthy,
and nurtures the baby herself for about
a year, no special measures right be
necessary. lf there is some concern about
the health of the mother and about the
way she will be ableto-take care of a
growing family, a certain period of
abstinence and self-control may be in
place. if there are more pressing reasons,
more rigorous measures may be con-
sidered. Which measures have to be
taken depends on the circumstances.
That counts in two directions. If & couple
has been married for half a year and ther
is still no pregnancy, itis no reason to be
alarmed. However, if after a couple of
years there still is no baby, the couple
might see a doctor and ask for some tests
to find out whether there is a specific
reason for infertility. After they have been
married for more than ten years they may
consider a rather complicated operation
in an effort to cure the problem. Let us
not forget that this is also a human effort
{0 interfere with “nature”, in the same
way as every visit to the doctor’s office
is an altempt to use the means available
to control a situation, as far as we can.
We are allowed 1o use the means the
mm has made available, as long as we
doitin a responsible Wca\! Atreatmentis
not right or wrong per se, but we can use
pwery*%ﬁ 1 i & wrong w»y itis thesams
with the methods o regulaie or delay
pragnancy. Everything can be used ina
wrong way. It aiways has to be in acoor-
dance with the circumstances and in ac-
cordance with the responsibility the Lord
has given us. I, in a certain fsémaiimn a
pregnancy, according to medical indica
tions, would be fatal it is 5"?’“65.)0"!8:3’35& {0
cause such a g:;e‘mn"ww Of course, we

ﬂa“; never say whether wzii be really
fatal, but we have o go b‘, what we know,
m the best of {Z}ufa itity y 1k wow that
you have a heart disease, and the doc-
tm has given you a v‘ af m to avoid car-
ain things, then vou should not tsha the
?‘ac:z»f of causing a heart attack. it is the
same with a pregnancy. In such a situa-
tion rigorous measures have 1o be taken.
This is a very delicate matter and we
should not think too lightly about it, or be
too hasty with our judgment on pesople
without knowing all the circumstances.
Practice has proved that this can be a
very difficult decision for the parents con-
cerned and that they are sometimes hurt
by inconsiderate remarks from outsiders,
who do not understand the problems they
have to deal with.
ltis a fact that such situations do not
occur very often, although it might hap-
pen more than most people are aware of,
in most cases the reasons are not that
dramatic and the posiponement of a
pregnancy is less urgent. In such situa-
tions less dramatic measures are in
place. In many cases a periodical
abstinence or “rhythm method of birth
control” may be the proper way to deal
with the matter. This method of reguiating
r posiponing pregnancy is even ao-
cepted in the Roman Catholic Church
and according the the Papal Encyclical
Letter “"Humanae Vitae’ the only permit-
ted way. It means that parenis take in

mnwsr}eraﬂan the fact that the mother is
only “fertile” during a restricted number

of days before and afier ovulation. if
abstinence is applied during those days,
a @f@gmm y can be aw:‘;eded or postpon-
ed. if this method is used under medical
supervision and with the help of
temperature r’egizs%rat‘oﬁ itisa r»ﬁ%iai}ée
waw It does not give complete certainty,
but in most situations that is not
%c asary either. As a method for some

“regulation” it may be sufficient. We
mer*% ioned already before, that there can
be situations in which a pregnancy should
be avoided under all circumstances. In
such a case this method may not be ap-
plicable. However, in most cases ths
situation is not that dramatic.

Basically the question which msthod

can be used is a matier of secondary im-
portance. The main guestion is whether
there are valid reasons o postpone or
avoid pregnancy in the first place. If this
point has been discussed and satisfac-
torily answered, in prayer before the
countenance of the Lord, then the ques-
tion which method is appropriate can be
discussed with a doctor, provided that he
is prepared lo consider the Biblical
norms. Because not everyone is in a posi-
tion to discuss such questions with a
physician who understands his or her
fealings, it may be worthwhile to say a few
more things about this delicate matter in
the next instaliment.

o be continued.)
wW. POUWELSE
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FROM THE SCRIPTURES

“So when you see the desolating sacrilege spoken of by the prophet

£

Daniel, standing in the holy place (let the reader understand) . ...”

Matthew 24:15

The Hour of Holocaust

In His discourse concerning the last days, the Lord
Jesus quotes the prophet Daniel's reference to the
“desolating sacrilege,” and urges that the reader pay par-
ticular attention to the dramatic appearance of this horror.
Since it is obvious that the words of the Lord Jesus stretch
beyond the events immediately flowing out of His death and
resurrection to the days immediately prior to His return, we
can apply them to our own day as well. But what is the
desoclating sacrilege Christ speaks of here?

We find the expression three times in the book of
Daniel, in chapter 9:27, 11:31and 12:11, but the form of
the expression as used by the Lord Jesus make it clear that
He thinks primarily of the latter two of these references. In
these places Daniel also speaks generally, just as the Lord
Jesus does. This is apocalyptic, and one of the characteristics
of this kind of writing is that it paints general lines, stretching
far into the future, and having more than one fulfilment.
Daniel's immediate reference in the stated passages is to An-
tioch Epiphanes, the evil Syrian ruler who, around 168
B.C., ransacked the city of Jerusalem, destroyed the tem-
ple and pillaged the nation, inflicting harsh cruelties upon
the Jews. The Lord Jesus, however, applies the passages
to His own day, and in adding a marginal note, points out
that these passages have lasting significance, and also plays
an important role in the final days of the world.

In this way the Lord Jesus teaches us to view our time
as an eschatological time, that is, a time with the realities
of the end-time struggle between the seed of the serpent
and the seed of the woman, the Church of the Lord Jesus.
This does not mean that we can predict the imminent end
of the world. The focus here is on the character of the final
age, not its duration. And Scripture repeatedly points to this
dispensation as the “last days,” “the end of the ages,” the
last hour. We, too, must have an open eye for the desolating
sacrilege.

What may we look for and expect? Clearly, we only
receive a rough sketch here. But the Lord Jesus opens the
eyes of His Church for the arrival of unrelenting sacrilege,
that is, open and public contempt for true worship and true
religion, a public mockery of religious forms and customs,
and an unrelenting effort to bring down all things to one
level, the level of the wicked and profane. Having written
off the true God, frue worship and religion, modern man
is none the less haunted by the true message of salvation
and its abiding effects. Bible and cross, Word and sign —
they simply cannot be erased from his mind. In the birth
of public sacrilege, we can witness the rise of open hostility
and public hatred against the God of heaven and earth who
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placed cross and Bible, word and sign in this world. And
this force of hatred will continue unabated until no stone
is left unturned, until all religious symbols and customs have
become the object of the profane. Word and sacrament, of-
fice and proclamation — all are part of the devil's continu-
ing onslaught against the truth,

However, the Lord Jesus indicates that the acute pivot
point in the arrival of public sacrilege, the point of crisis,
comes when the sacrilege has reached “the holy place.” This
is the beginning of desolation and destruction. In first in-
stance, He speaks of Jerusalem and the earthly temple; but
beyond this we may also see a reference here to the birth
of sacrilege in the places and forms of true worship. Satan’s
aim is fo drive forward with public sacrilege and bring it info
the Church. For is not the Church the real object of all his
attacks? In his effort to universalize profanity, he concen-
trates on the people of God so that he might overturn all
things spiritual and leave not one semblance of holiness left
in the world.

And — as the Scriptures indicate — he will nearly suc-
ceed. The great upheaval will come; the antichrist will ap-
pear and will form coalitions with the perpetrators of false
religion, and will set up the universal sacrilege, the devilishly
erotic form of worship which will simultaneously demand
the unconditional allegience of all men. At the same time,
he will devastate true worship and right religion, leaving the
witnesses slain in the street, Rev. 11.

Yet there is great comfort in this expression. For it can
and should also be read another way, nl. the sacrilege which
causes desolation, {cf. NIV). And what does this say? It
rerninds us that behind the desolator is one who allows and
in fact brings the desolation over Church and world. Judge-
ment begins with the house of God! God Himself stands
behind the desolator, and acts in Him. When the world’s
sacrilege has universalized and come to its peak, He reaches
in. He must reach in, out of honour for His holy name, and
out of jealousy for His own who cling to Him in truth, even
in a dark and evil world.

Then He will come to carry up all those who flee to
Him in truth. He will take them into the “rapture” which
is Himself, and will keep them from the trial coming over
the world. Saved from destruction, they will worship Him
in holiness for ever. For the dogs, fornicators, sorcerors and
idolaters will be thrown outside, but those who are washed
in the blood of the Lamb will enter into His courts and re-
joice with Him, forever.

J4. DEJONG



The Netheriands Reformed
Churches

Hecently we mentioned here that the
Orthodox Presbyterian Church is discuss-
ing the matier of women deacons.
Mederlands Dagblad of June 4, 1885
reports that the National Assembly of
Enschede of the Netherlands Reformed
Churches {formerly called “Bulten Ver
banders” which means, those outside the
federation) decided io appoint a comimittes
to study the question whether women can
become deacons. We read:

On the agenda was a lslter from the
Church of Amsterdam-Centrum in which the
National Assembly was requested o pro-
nounce “that it is a matter of Christian
freedom when & local church, with prayer io
the Lord, calls a sister 1o the office of deacon.”
The argument rnentionad In the letler is that,
in general, the rmain task of a deacon differs
from that of an elder, and is that of looking
after the care for the needy. The moderamen
proposed o appoint a commitiee that must
give a biblical answer to the question whether
womnen are allowed fo serve in an office.
Several delegates polnted out that, in fact, on-
by the matter of women in the office of deacon
was on the lable, since the letter of the Church
#t Amsterdam-Cenrum reguested only & dech
sion on that point. This showed, according to
them, that there is no need yet in the chur-
ches for a reflection at the National Assembly
level on the office of elder and minister. A
number of delegates stated overagainst this
argument that they considered it impossible
o speak separately about the office of deacon
without including the other offices.

Elder W. Kooistra made his objections
agsinst women in any office in the church
known in an extensive speech. He warned the
mesting for world conformity. Another
delegate, Mr. J.F, Arends, pointed to 1 Cor-
inthians 14, “This Scripture passage s olear,”
ke said, “"We must not seek to correct Paul

o

After a lengthy and iniensive discussion,
it wes decided, upon the advice of Rev, O.
Mooiweer, 10 appoint a committes that will
study the guestion of women in the office of
deacon. This cormmitise has fo come withits
raport to the National Assembly of Enschede
bafore the end of this vear. The churches are
requested not 1o appoint women in the office

hefore the Nafional Assembly has cometo a
pronouncement.

A nurnber of the Netherlands Reformed
Churches, among others in Groningen and
Utrecht and Oegstgesst, already have women
deacons.

The Christian Reformed Church

The Christian Reformed Synod of this
vear again had to deal with the same mat-
ier. There were many objections at its table
asking to reverss the decision to open the
office of deacon 1o women. Decisions were
made. The official NEWS RELEASE of this
synod informs us of the following:
Women in Church Office. in 1984 the CRC
synod ratified an eavlier decision fo allow
women 1o serve in the office of deacon. Synod
1985 dealt with over 50 communications from
churches and classes to reexamine this
dacision.

The advisory cormmittes that shudied the
material did not present a unified proposal.

The majority recommended that the 1984
decision should not be overtured. it also
recommended that synod declare that only
male members may serve in the offices of
alder or minister. Further, it asked that the
‘conscience clause,” which aliowed pastors
the option of not taking part in a woman’s or-
dination to the office of deacon, be diopped.
Finally, it suggesied a pastoral lefter from
synod o the congregations o restore unity
after a vear of vigorous disagreement on the
1984 dscision.

A minority report recommended that the
office of deacon again be closed to women.

A second minority report staied that
synod should not say that women are barred
from the office of elder and minister, and also
requestad that the ‘consclence clause’ not be
dropped.

The dedlaration "thal only mals members
{ the church shadl be admilted 1o the offices
f minister and elder, was approved, but
synod did nof sustaln the protests and appesls
against the decision of 1984, Women may
continue o be deacons in the Chelstan
Feformed Church.
Consclence Clause. When the office of
deacon was opened o women in 1884, synod
also declared ‘that pastors are not expecied
to participaie in the ordination of women if it
s against their conscience.”
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The advisory commitiee fell that dif-

| ferences of approach to the ordination of

women as deacons should be resolved locally
without resorting to the conscience clause.
Svnod agreed and dropped the clauss.
Pastorsl Latter. The number of protests and
commurications that synod received on the
matter of women in church office revealed
concerned unrest in the denomination. One
delegate said, "Where do we go? if synod is
concerned about unity, we need more than
speeches at synod . . . we need some effec-
tive action that will bring us together.’

The advisory commitiee recommended

a pastoral lstter to address ‘the potential for
continuing disunity.” The officers of synod
were authorized 10 send a lstier with the
theme “We are 10 be one,’” according 1o synod
president Boli.
If | remember well, a General Synod of the
Reformad Churches In The Netherdands, in
the forlies, having mads decisions regard-
ing covenant and baptism and disciplining
many of those who disagreed and said so,
sent a pastoral letter o the churches o
maintain the unity. First decisions are made
that disrupt the unity because the decisions
cannot be calted scriptural; then a lefter is
sent to maintaln and restore unity. it would
have been better {0 take the cause of the
disunity away, although also this would not
have resiored the unity, since so many
want the officels) open for women.

This is evident from a “Soapbox” con-
tribution in The Banner of June 17, 1885,
written by Dr. George Stob, retired minister
in the CRC. He says:

The 1885 Agenda for Synod is the sad-
dest and sorriest | have seen in all my years
in the ministry and in my survey of the Chris-
tian Reformed Church’s history, It is pathetic
that, after thirteen plus years of study on the
issue of wamen in office, the decision {now
twice affirmed) fo allow women the lidbit of
serving as deacons should be the object of
maore than fifty protests and appesis seeking
& revarsal of the 1884 ruling and Church
Order change .. ..

it s obvious that the Reformed Fallow-
ship has become a (secularized) politica! ac-
tion commitieg In the holy plscs of e
church. . ..

Synod will surely have enough wisdom
e neuwlralize the flood of letters and
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documents calculated fo register enough
pressure for political action. . ..

What Rev. G. Stob says regarding the
honestly concerned Heformed Fellowship
is quite something.

There is also “The Committes for
Women in the Chiristian Reformed Church”
(CW-CRC), publishing a “Newsletler.” In
the issue of May-dune 1985, Shery! Barlow
Smailigan begins her contribution with the
following paragraphs:

Several weeks ago Futh Bandstra called-
me - exuberant, excited, a little scared, flab-
bergasted vet sincerely flattersd, thrilled to her
toes — with the news that she had been
asked to give the message al an informal
church service. Because of overcrowding in
her church’s sanctuary, Madison Square CRC
in Grand Rapids, groups two ‘houssholds,’
about 40 persons, alternate in holding a ser-
vice concurrent lo the service held for the rest
of the congregation. it was for this smaller
group that Ruth was asked to preach.

Couid such an open and spontaneous
recognition of a woman’s gifts have occurred
ten years ago? Could it occur in many (of) our
churches today, even on an ‘unofficial’ basis?

| was quite surprised when | firsi began
o attend CW-CRC mestings to discover a
rather lengthy { thought} list of churches
which sither had women in office or which
were deliberately working toward that goal.
What | thought might be perhaps a half dozen
churches was instead over forly — and the
list has grown.
The aim of this Women's Commiittee in the
CRC is clear. They will not rest till all the
offices are open for CRC women. Women
in office is guits a dividing issue in the
CRC. | do not see how a pastoral lefter can
take the division away.

In a second “Soapbox” contribution
on the same page of the issue of The Ban-
ner mentioned above, K. John Werkema,
a semiretired farmer reacts to a previous
article in The Banner. He writes:

i believe Synod 1884 made a wrong deci-
sion, which should be reversed. How come
we cannot accept these commands? (He
referred to 1 Corinthians 14:33-35 and 1
Timothy 2:11-15, J.G.) Why do we ask, ‘Who
wrote that passage? To whom? When? What
caused him io write it? What were the cir-
cumstances? Why do we read the Bible
through coloured glasses and darken the
Word of God, clearly written by people
directed by the Holy Spirit?

Mother Needed at Home. We hear from all
sides of so much breakdown in mariage and
in the family. Is it because many husbands
and fathers are not fulfiliing their God-given
responsibilities as head? Homes today are
often only places to slsep and eat. Children
are sent to Christian school and 1o catechism
but often have o do without the loving, car-
ing leadership of their parents, who both work
for things fhey need and want. Ofien wives
and mothers looking for recognition of their
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gifts by church, community, or state also add
0 the sad home situation. But isn't it really
the mother who makes the home, which with
the Lord’s blessing is the center of a Chris-
tian family, which by the grace of God is the
backbone of church and state?

Not even Great Britain’s Prime Minister
Margaret Thaicher, the ron Lady, can stand

ELEAS

in the shadow of a trus mother in lsrael.

| wonder how the division on this issus of
women deacons will develop in the CRC
as well as in the Netherlands Reformed
Churches in The Netherlands. Time will tell.
May God’'s Word win.

J. GEERTSEMA

Classis Ontario-North, June 20 and 27,
1985

On behalf of the convening church
at Orangeville the Rev. M. Werkman called
the meeting of delegates 1o order at 8
a.m. Psalm 138:1,3 was sung, Psalm 138
was read, after which he led in prayer.
The brothers were welcomed.

The credentials were reported on by
the delegates of the church at Guelph and
found in good order. The church at
Burlington-West had sent an alternate-
elder, and the church at Ottawa had an
instruction.

Classis was constituted with serving
as officers Rev. J. Mulder, chairman; Rev.
D. Dedong, vice-chairman; and Rev. J.

Dedong, clerk. The chairman in particular

welcomed br. A. VanDelden, present to
be examined; Rev. R.J. Gleason, for the
first time present as dslegaie of the
church at Toronto; and three guesis, one
from Alberia. He mentioned that this is
the first Classis without Rev. WW.J. Van-
Cene who has retired, and he con-
gratulated Rev. Werkman with his 25th
marriage-anniversary.

The required documents for the
preparatory examination of br. Al
VanDelden were found in good order, Br.
YanDelden dslivered his sermon-
proposal on Isaizh 1:18. After discussion
it was decided 1o continue the examina-
tion. Rev. R. Aasman asked about
Zechariah 2, Rev. D. Dedong about 1 Cor-
inthians 1, and Rev. J. Mulder about the
doctrine of the church.

Since the result of the examination
was satisfactory, Classis decided to
declare br. A. VanDelden eligible for call
in the Canadian Reformed Churches. Br.
VanDelden declared 1o maintain his
signature under the Subscription Form,
signed by him when he recsived consent
to speak an edifying word in the
churches.

For the approbation of the call of
Fev. C. Stam 1o the church at Fergus all
the required documents were found in
good order, and the call was approved.

Two letiers of appeal wers deali with
in closed session.

The delegates of the church at Ot-
tawa, who had an instruction from their

consistory, informed Classis that the
church at Otiawa experiences growth. At
present a manse is rented, which may
have o be vacated in a year’s time. ltis
being considered to purchase a highly
suitable property for building a manse
and perhaps later a church-building. The
guestion was raised: must we first
sliminate aid? The consistory fesis this
would hamper our expansion. Thus our
request is, can we keep counting on the
sama support, while we go ahead pur-
chasing properiy?

Classis decided that it is favourably
inclined to this.

Classical Regulations were partly
adopted.

At 8:30 p.m. Classis was adjourned
till Thursday June 27, 1885, at ¢ a.m.

The continued meeting of Classis
was opened on Thursday June 27, 1888
at 9 a.m.

The chairman read Psalm 119:33-48,
Psaim 119:13 was sung, and the chair-
man led in prayer. He welcomed the
members, and congratulated Hev.
Aasman with his call to the church at An-
caster. The churches at Brampton and
Burlington-East presented new creden-
tials, because their delegations were
changed. One elder-deisgate from the
church at Ottawa was not present.

Ciassical Rsgulations were now
adopted in full. They will be distributed to
the churches and others involved.

Report of Committee for Needy
Churches was taken note of. The assess-
ment for 1985 is $6.50 per communicant
member.

During the Question-pericd ad Arti-
cle 44 Church Order it was noted that
church-visitations still to be done shouid
be done before the September-Classis.

The church at Orangeville asked and
received advice in a matier of disciplina.
To the question whether the Acts of
Classis and Regional Synods may be
made available {o church-members on
their request i was answered that the
Acts of open sessions may be made
avallable. As o Acts of closed sessions
it is up to the discretion of the consistory.

An appeal of br. B. Vanhuisstede

- Continued on page 333



Crigin of the term
if there averwas a

s Reformed topic,
it is this topic concerning our cultural
mandaie. The term has grown from our
own heritage in The Netherlands, and is
relatively unknown on Eﬁgsfsh speaking
soil. How did this term find itself in the
Reformed vocabulary in The Nether
lands? That is our first guestion and the
answer o that question will determineg in
part whether we should relain the term or
not, After ail, we should not use terms
without being aware of what they mean
and without having good reason for us-
ing them.

This terrn became part of the
Reformed vocabulary in The Metherlands
with the great resurgence of Caivmrsm in
the 19th century, i was especially
popularized by Dr. Al Kuygﬁe;y who
wanted to direct the attention of the
Beformed contingent in his couniry o our
calling in all areas of ife: the issues and
problems of politics,-economies, labour
relations, education and so on. The cen-
wral thems in the thought of this greal
statesman and theologian was the ab-
soluie soversignty of God, and the
kingship of the Son over the whole oflife,
personal life and social life. For Kuyper,
Calviniem was not a worid-abandoning
view of life, but a culturally positive and
world-dirscied system of beliefs that
worked as a cleansing power in & sinful
world. The gospel of Jesus Christ must
cover the whole terrain of human life; art,
refigion, government, and science — all
fall under His viclorious lsadership!

The reason for this strong emphasis
on Kuyper's part was the presence of
pietistic influences among the Duich
Reformed people of his time. These
inward-directed, mystical influences led
people W withdraw from the world, and
separate iheir life in the world from their
refigion. They were more concemed with
the salvation of their own souls than with
5993’%?‘@ o bring ali of life under the lord-
ship of Christ. Kuyper spent his whaole lifs
vigorously attacking these influences, not
just because he saw tham 30 rampant

about Bim, but also bec&m ne was
aware of them iﬁ his own background,

and in his owmn e,
However, ﬁr. Kuyper did not present
us with a lotally iri@gwﬂ d Biblical view
of culiy re. His use of the term “ouliural
mandais” was intsrwoven wih an ex-
yramnely brilliant but rather complicated
theory of cormimon grace, and he built his

wor and

tural endes

whote view of cu
Christian cultural actlv iyfmrwhssi BOrY.
Briefly, Kuyper’'s theory contained these
points: Kuyper aeééweu that God gave
grace 1o the reprobaie as well as the
elect, and he called this common grace.
All cultural endeavor, and avery cultural
‘suceess’ or ‘discovery’ was a gift of God,
2 gift of grace shared commonly by elect
and reprobate people alike. Particular, or
saving grace, the grace of the gospel,
was a special cleansing or purifying force
in cultural activity. Yet both elsct and
reprobais could participaie by grace in
worthwhile cultural activity.

Although Kuyper's views aimost
became the standard teaching of the
Reformed Church, thers were some who
were critical of varicus aspecis of his
theory. You may have heard of the old
Professor Lindsboom who exprressed
reservations about Kuyper's approach.
He was a man who encouraged and put
more emphasis on evangelism, and the
proclamation of the gospel. He used his
exira time in inner city misgsion,
evangelism, and local preaching. He oc-
cupies an important place in the history
of evangalism in the Reformed Churches.

The debate today

The contrast betweaen these iwo 19th
eﬁ*ury figures form the hg(‘kgmmd s}
the ‘guiet debate’ thatl since Kuyper's
tima has developed in The Me;the ands,
and stili continues foday. The substance
of this debate forms the content of this
speech. The guestion asked is; Where
should the thrust of the Christian
endeavor in the world He? In ﬁvangeiism
and home mission? Or in concerted an
united activity in all fisids of cmmgas
%:ﬁ%mr” Where must the stress He? On
ac%‘sng or on working? What should
ave priority In our minds: spreading the
gasgei by word of mouth, or sesking o
davelon &e‘gafzimi'%s and associations
that bris g the gospel to bear on different
arsas of life?

One of the most important wcar‘k with
regard to this sublsct is Dr 0. 5 de:
Chirist and Cuiture, Schilder sa:wm -
tain Kuyper's broad, ali-encompassin g vi-
sion, but package the aspects he liked
about thiz vision In a maore biblically
unified and integrated view of cullure
Schilder :ege*‘ieﬁ the theory of comm
grace, but ma:mam&d the term Coultur
mandate,” and stressed the lasgk of
belisvers to et the truth of the gospel be
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C applied o every area of life. Besides
Schilder the philosophers Yollenhoven

and Doovewesrd also retained the use of
t%*e term oultural mandate, and continued
to stress the importance of the social task
of ballavers.

These men, 100, nave passed on; yel
their work is still debated here and in The
Metherlands. Over the vears, the g;}er“wi;cai
i:w Reformatie has published an on-going

discussion which might well ba ¢ egarié-ﬁd

2% a ‘quiet debate’ between Dr. J. Douma
onthe one *xamﬁ and various opponents
on the other. Here in North America this
debate has acguired proportions of is
own, and we have had some exchanges
on this in our own circles. What | would
like 1o do is briefly outline certain aspectis
of this debate and then look at the Scrip-
fures again with regard to its view of
culture.

Mandate or blessing?

While Schilder rejected Kuyper's
theory of cornmon grace, he wanted {o re-
tain the term “cultural mandste” as an
expression summarizing the Christian’s
task in the world. This term is derived
from Genesis 1:28, where the LORD cails
Adam 1o fill the earth, subdue i, and have
dominion over all Sfeaidl’rﬁ Schilder linked
the mandate with man’s office as image
of God. Being appointed as imags of God,
man was called to exercise dominion over
the earth and its crealures. “Dress the
garden” is the summary of the Christian’s
calling, the calling extended to Adam,
which is stilf as much In force today as
on the day it was spoken. We are called
0 get out of creation what is in i, in-

cluding what is in ourselves. In other
words, we are 1o apply ali our talents and
resources in uncovering the potential In
creation and in ourselves, using it all o
the glory of God.

Schilder’s mandate orientation
became the object of some criticism in the
dissertation of Dr. J. Douma, A!gemsme
Ganade (Lemn‘m {Grace). Along with Dr,
W.H. valema, Douma wanted io in-
troduce a culturally reservad stance with
regard 1o this world and its possibiities
and activities. Under Calvin's influence,
Douma felt that more atiention should be
placed on the bisssings of this present iife
as a means by which we are directed o
seek the fuliness of blessing in the e to
come.? Doumns argued that Genesis 128
is more of a blessing than a mandate, and
one should be careful not to deduct an
entire cultural program out of this verse,
The specific concern of this verse Is simply
that man must rule over the animals and
subdue all creatures.

Gultural mandate or gospel
mnandate?

Dr. Velema went g litte farther and
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held Schilder’'s approach io be fun-
damentaily dualistic. f we retain the
cultural mandate of the beginning, says
Velema, we are forced to conclude that
the last day can only come through the
fulfiliment of two different rnandaiss, the
cultural mandate and the gospe! man-
date. The Kingdom can only appear by
means of a two-track line, and a double-
pronged thrust. For Velema this view is
untenable. Did not our Lord Jesus Christ
completely fulfil the cultural mandaie?
The original covenant of works which
man could not keep has now been com-
pletely kept and fulfilled by Christ’s obe-
dience. For Velema, the redemptive work
of Christ is so radical that it changes all
the requirements God poses for us. We
now receive a command of thankfulness
to Christ, for what He has done. Man is
no longer at the helm. Rather, Christ as
Fulfiller of culiural activity leads history
fo its end. According to Velema, this
means that the period of Pentecost con-
stitutes the special time of mission work,
the time for the proclamation of the
gospel and the time for repentance. Con-
sequently, the accent must not rest with
our cultural mandate, but with the man-
date to preach the gospel.

it may be helpful to point out here
that Schilder did not deny the Church en-
compassing task of believers to bring the
gospel to bear everywhere, in all areas
of life, wheresver man is placed, and in
whatever social relationships he finds
himself. in other words, the task of all
believers is wider than the specific task
of the Church and her office-bearers.

Middle of history or end of lime?

Schilder belonged to a movement of
the 30°’s and 40’s that placed con-
siderable stress on the actual presence
of the Kingdom of God. In his book on
culture, Schilder described Christas the
King, Who appears in the middle of
history in order to reveal His Kingship and
power on earth, and destroy the evil one
and his kingdom. Christ came to bring
reconciliation and redirect human life to
the service of God.? That victorious
Kingdom is present in our hears and
lives. Notwithstanding the great and con-
tinuing power of sin, a new beginning can
be made, and a transformation of life is
apparent in which we are turned from
dead works 1o visible deeds of love
toward God and our neighbour. We are
God’s co-workers, fellow-workers for Him
in the building of His kingdom. T hat must
be manifested in all aspecis of life.

At that time another group of pastors
warned against unbridied optimism, and
taught that the Christian stand towards
culture should be very reserved. We
should mistrust anything of our own mak-
ing. We must not be affected by a love
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of this world, or by its pleasures. We easi-
ly distinguish between sin and the world,
but such theoretical distinctions fall away
in the hour of temptation. These pastors,
to some extent influenced by the Swiss
theologian Karl Barth, pleaded for more
caution with regard to all kinds of Chris-
tian activity, and stressed that we are
pilgrims and strangers in this world. Rev.
J. Overduin took this line of reasoning,
and interestingly enough had 1o see some
of his ideas come alive in his own ex-
perience when he was sent to the con-
centration camp in Dachau.4 He survived
the ordeal, but remained in the synodical
church in the struggle of 1944,

While Douma certainly cannot be
connected with this group he, too, has
pleaded for less optimism with regard o
our cultural aims, and drawn attention to
the numerous passages in Scripture that
suggest that the time of Christ is really the
“last days,” the end of history, rather
than the middie of history, (I Corinthians
10:11, Hebrews 1:2, | Peter 4:7). The Lord
Jesus Himself said, “Behold | come
quickly,” Revelations 22:12. it is precisely
this eschatological or end-time concern
of the New Testament that leads, accord-
ing to Douma, fo the priority of the
preaching task. We must siress the fact
that we live in the last days, and that the
hour of repentance is short.

What do the Scriptures say?

in trying to come to an assessment
of the conflicting opinions on this point,
we must turn to the Scriptures. The Word
of God is our only rule in these questions.
Few in the debate deny thai. But it is

significant that, particularly with regard to
this topic two types of texis are continually
appealed to. Naturaily the whole Bible
must be our guide, but here two groups
of texts stand out, Old Testament texts

.and New Testament texts, which might

better by typified as protological texis
(dealing with the beginning of history) and
eschatological texts (dealing with the end
time). In my view, both protological and
eschatological passages of Scripture
must be balanced and combined into &
unified view of culture and our cultural
task. if we keep both of these perspec-
tives in mind, then we may see that much
of the debate is really needless and a
matter of words rather than issues.

The Old Testament: protological
textis

Actually just about everything in the
first 11 chapters of Genesis is important
for a Christian view of culture. Our whole
basis for locking at creation is laid down
in these chapters. Therefore, we must not
just appeal to Genesis 1:28, which is both
a command and a blessing, but must
glean material out of the remaining
chapters as well. The creation story forms
the general framework, but this is all ex-
panded in the chapters that follow.

Genesis 2 related to us the history of
culture, the culture of the beginning. In
Genesis 2:4ff. the general command of
Genesis 1:28 is made very specific: man
is put on a specific place and recsives a
very specific task. It is almost as if the
LORD shows Adam exactly how and
where to work the ground. There, too,



Adarn recelves hiswife. The generali man
diate o §il the earthis given 8 very specific
rewording, so that it becomes a cornmand
that Adam can apply and work with, He
xnows exactly whatto do, and all hemay
do is within his means,

Genesis 3 relates the imumense
ehanges that came upon man and the
ereation with the fall into sin. The fall in-
10 sin certainiy does not alter the force of
the mandaia. Yat i s clear thai
henceforth man is unable o fTulfll inhis
own power, The curse comes over man
and over the ground, All his labouir is fill
ed with futibity and fatigus. Cullural
endeavor is drastically curtelied and man
becomes in many wavs a prisoner ofthe
aslements and a pay of the craaiures,
rather than thelr masier. Also, man s
destined 1o return o the dust; agingand
decay sst in, a patlern of growth and
daciing,

The stark and dramatic svenis of
Genesis 4 are also very important for a
Christian visw of culture. Caln murders
his brother Abel, and is punished by the
fuss of his bmmediale inheritance, his
place on sarth. Yef he still recsived the
opportuity 1o repent. His words o the
LORD, his Crealor make it claar that he
does not repent, but only hardens his
heart with the punishment the LOBD
gave. Therelores the LORD put a mark on
his forehead, indicating his definits ox-
sommunication from the presence ofthe
LORD. Later we read how hie buillds aclly
and how his family becomes highly gified
and ariistic. Thay excelied in both thefine
ans, and industry.

The Cain culture, which must have
bean a very highly developsd and com-
plex culture, perishes with the flood in
Ganesis 8-8. Only belleving Noah and his
farnily survives, in the New Testament the
unbelieving Cainculture in Moah's day
bseomas e prololyoe of the culturs of
the last days, Matthew 24:37% in other
words, the period from Cain to Noah
foreshadows the events and conditions of
ihe period from Noah to the coming of
Christ in the last days. Just as God sliow-
ad Cain to ives, and his family 1o develop
a highly specialized culture with many
gifts and talents, only fo punish the en-
tire culture at the time of the fiood, 80, oo,
Heg atill allows unbelievers 1o deveiop their
gifts and forrn thelr culiure, which is just
gs complex and specialized and displavs
just as many tzlenis as its protolypre, on-
W io prepare it gitlor the day of His ludg

ment, when He relums o save His
chosen anes &t the last day 8

Since the Oid Testament Church fived
wilthin the Cain cullure before the great
judgment of the flood, one may safely in-
fier that the belisvers made ampie uses of
the talents, gifls and products of the Cain
culture Insofar that was permitisd and
possibles. Mo doubt the pipe and byrs
made by Jubal's chiidran were used by
the belleving sons of Seth in public wor-
ship, when they bagan to call upon the
name of the Lord, verss 28, Despile the
spirifual antithesis (which must always be
maintgined) the LORD does not coms
with immedists ludgment, but granis time
— room for repeniance and room for
salvgtion. He wants 1o bring His Soninto
the world, and uses the Cain culture for
His sitencompassing purposs. Yel since
ihe time of the Cain culture is certainly
made full, the unbelisvers ars without ax-
cuse and completely responsibis for the

wrath that comes upon them, {of. Genesis
15:18).

The last chapler of significance is
Genesis 11, After the flood the same an-
fithesis appears again and the LORD
reaches in o conduse the tongues, in
grder to prevent man from incurring
another flood. The separation of men in-
to various languages and tribes and racss
forms anocther definite resiriction 1o the
cultural striving of man. His fower of
Babsl is left incompists. This confusion
of tongues will always form & hindrance
to the growth of the anii-Christian culiure
of the last days. it is 2 divine check on
man’s own seli-destructive cultural striv-
ing, iust as the fiood was a divine punish-
ment of i

These are the protoiogical texds.
Much mors could be added, but we must
be content with this. It is clear that the
whole pattern of cullural sotivity In & mixed
worid, that is, in 2 world which st ‘hosts’
the Church, i5 iaid oul here. The com-
mmand, the restrictions, and the punish-
ments are made Known,

The New Testament: eschatological
texis

We might well expect 1o find that the
same sort of themes come up in the Mew
Testament. And, indeed they do. However,
i sgems as if the LORD's curtallment and
temparing of the power of sin and destrue-
ton has only ong purpose: o have the
gospel procisimed everywhere, That s

t8ee his famous Slone Lectves
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stress the importancs of the Great Come-
rnission. in Matthew 24, the Lord Jesus
says that the gospel must be preached all
over the world before the end will come.
Hather than repest the cultural mandale
of Ganesie 1:28, the Lovd Jesus sands out
Hig disciples o preach the gospsl, and
establish the Church, Matthew 28119,

The Mew Testament faxts do not
seem o put the same shress on cuitural
development of the sarth. Labour is e
portant, but iis importance is secondary
o the allimporiant task of letling the truth
be made known. In fl Thesezlonians 3, the
apostle Paui admonished the belleversto
be diligent in labour go that they ars ot
dependant on gthers, but sarn thelr own
fiving. The Lord Is coming soon, but that
should not lead us to idleness; rather we
should be living and working 1o the day
of Mis coming, and taking care of the poor
and needy, Ephesians 4:28

We are definitsly cautioned not o
become 100 attached 1o our work, or the
products of ouwr own making, or more
generally, the things of this world. A cen-
tral theme of the letter o the Hebrews is
thai we do not have a lasting city hars, but
seek one which is to come, one that the
Lord Jesus Christ is preparing for us, John
14:2, Hebrews 13114, Ws are o be
hospitable, and ready 10 every good work,
bt not let ourselves be imprisonsd by the
goals and aims of this world. The apostls
warns us that the form, {(he schame) of
this world is passing away, | Corlnthians
7:31,

Finglly, the Revelation o Johnis &
book which vividly desoribes the condi-
tions of the enddime, and also indicates
that the betievers will suffer perseculion
and hardships in those days. The church
must be prepared for this, and must be
prepared o endure trial and ribuiation,
Revelation 2:8, 698, 114 It will not he
a time of great advances, bul a time of
flight, Matthew 24:20f. Christlans who
cpenly profass the name of Christ will be
driven from the places of work and pro-
duction, and will be banished from tha
certers of culure. The followsr of Chrisl
will ses the destruction of the produdts
that he himself worked on and built, with
the talers the LORD gave nim.

~ T0 be continued S DEIONMG

bin's frrstiuies O Meditating on the Future Life.”” This section from which this chaster comes comprises ong of tha rapst
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We go to Carman. ““is it possible o pay the deaconry by
cheque? The deacons will discuss this and report back to the
Consistory.”’ For the time being we just mention this, without
any svaluation.

Coaldale is next. The Congregation there is still busy with
considering which way to foliow regarding their Church
bullding. ‘it is decided to suggest to the Congregation that it
is possible to build a new building, of the same style as the
present, but with a seating capacity of about 500, for about
$522,000, or about an increase of $150.00 per year per paying
unit. These figures will be investigated further to assume their
accuracy and to confirm that nothing is forgotten or omitied,
Copies of the details will be submitied to the Congregation at
the meeting.”

The only point where | uttered a lengthy “Brrrrrrl” was
when | read that the seating capacity is 1o be somewhere in
the neighbourhood of 500. Terrible, horrible! A seating capacity
of 500 amounts to a Congregation of some 700, which is far
too large. | am wholeheartedly convinced of it that a total
membership of some 500 is the maximum for a Church. As
soon as this figure is approached plans should be made for
the institution of another Church. Erecting a building with such
a seating capacity wili hamper growth in that direction and
make it more difficult eventually to institute another Church.
it is not healthy.

Moving closer to home, we go to Houston. The Organ
Committee is active and conducted a few meetings. “The organ
we have now is old, and several things are not working. We
have come to the conclusion that we should strive to get a new
organ. We have discussed several options. We have our ayes
set on a ‘dohannes Organ,” and are locking at a price of about
$6,000.00.” The commiltee is geing to have a drive through
the Congregation. Much success! You dessrve something new,
afier so many years.

Our journsy ends in the Fraser Valley.

Before going to the individual Churches, we first should
like to guote something which the Rev. Visscher wrote in the
general section. | do not know whether what he wrote did apply
to the situation and specific event he referred 1o, but his general
remarks are well worth considering.

“l see young people who have real academic and
analytical skills not bothering 1o develop them any further. |
see young people who could be doctors, lawyers, ministers,
psychologists, engineers, teachers go off into areas of the work
force that require very little skill, very little thought, very little
effort. In saying that it is not my intention to demean any task
or occupation. The point is rather: ‘Are we really developing
our talents 1o the maximum? Are those among us who have
five talents perhaps acting as if we had only one or two?’

“There are times when | am apprehensive of the direc-
tion in which our Church community is moving. We have money
for trips to MacDonalds™ but not for trips to the local Christian
bookstore. We have money for cars but not for further educa-
tion. We have time for ieisure but not for serious study and
reflection.”

These are qusestions which should have the attention of
our people everywhers.

_ The Chilliwack Consistory reporis that ““We discussed it
if it would be beneficial for the Congregation if the Aposties’
Creed were sung during the Lord’s Supper celebration instead
of having the minister recite it. A decision regarding this mat-
ter will be made at a future meeting.”

ey
5

The Langley Consistory decided that “Ere Zij God” will
not be sung during or after the Christmas Day Church service.
The same Consistory “'decides in principle to have a Church
service on Thanksgiving Day, and further to ask the Congrega-
fion for input on the issue of services on this and other ‘special’
days.”’

)

We are to be careful that we are not going in the direction
which so many foliow all around us who become more religious
than religious. It is a well-known phenomenon that, the less
people care about the pure doctring, the more religious they
become and the more value they ascribe {0 special events,

In Lord’s Day 35 of our Catechism we say that we must
not be wiser than God who does not want His Christians to
be instructed with the help of dumb images, but by the living
preaching of His Word. Although | know that it is different, yet
I would remind ourselves of this when discussing the matier
of all sorts of special days.

When | was a minister in Schiedam, The Netherlands, we
rented the Church building of the Nederlandse Protestanien
Bond, a very liberai group where practical freedom of doctrine
was the rule. Ofientimes the auditorium was sparingly occupied
when they had a service; but on Good Friday it was packed,
and there was a celebration of the Lord’s Supper. We see it
ali around us as well: the “‘special days” receive all attention,
but whether the pure doctrine is preached and whether the
regular services are attended faithfully, that is something about
which they are less concerned. They are amazed at the fact
that our parking lots are packed twice a Sunday, but they cannot

50th Wedding Anniversary

Mr. and Mrs. H. Kiopsrs hope fo celebrate their 50th Wedding Anniver-
sary on August 18, 1985 the Lord willing.

Mr. Kippers emigrated to Canada with his family in 1910 at the age
of five. Mrs. Kippers -nee Wierenga emigrated in 71928 at the age of
nineteen. They were married in Neerandia Alberta in 1935 in the Chrls-
tian Reformed Church. They live in Edmonton Afberta. They both enjoy
relatively good health, Sr. Kippers keeps herself occupiod with knitting.




understand it that we do not have a service on the special days.
We should not follow their path. Perhaps Dr. Deddens could
serve us with some articles on this topic. His doctoral thesis
deals with it, and so do some of his other publications. Got
the hint?

The Church buildings in the Fraser Valley seem to be a
favoured target for burglars and thieves. In Cloverdale it was

recovered or refurned. Although it may not help to affix a note:
“No money or valuables are being kept on these premises”
it might be worth considering such signs. And: a careful and
thorough check of doors and windows before the last person
leaves the building might be helpful.

Well, folks, this is the end for this time. | don’t know when
the next mediey will appear, for it might take some time before

again tried to get access to the safe, and in Langley some
equipment used in recording and broadcasting was stolen.
Although in the latter case it seems that the perpetrators have
been apprehended, yet none of the stolen equipment was

your work.

PRESS RELEASES

| receive material for it. Anyway, you have heard from me again
and have some points to ponder.
Have a pleasant summer and much strength to you for

Yours faithfully
VO

against the decision of the church at
Guelph to keep the decision of General
Synod Cloverdale re Women’s Voting
Rights for settled and binding is dealt
with.

Classis decided to answer this
brother that the matter of Women'’s Voting
Rights is a matter which has been decided
on by General Synod Cloverdale 1983. It
became a matter of the churches in com-
mon when General Synod Toronto 1974
was asked to look into this matter.
Therefore, it can now only be decided on
by a General Synod, and it is thus not in
the province of Classis to deal with it.

There was a letter from br. and sr.
J.H. Endeman, and a letter from the
church at Toronto, both asking Classis to
act on the decision of Regional Synod
March 1985, Acts Article 10, 4. Classis
decided to receive the decision of
Regional Synod of October 7, 1983 for
settled and binding, and consequently to
declare the statement made by Classis
Ontario-North of June 16, 1983, “that
Rev. C. Olij is no longer subject to the call
of the church at Orangeville,” invalid,
Ground: Article 31 Church Order.

A letter of a brother who requested
Classis whether Rev. Olij can be retired
according 1o Article 13 Church Order was
declared inadmissable, because the
retirement of a minister can only be in-
itiated by the local church.

The next Classis will be convened by
the church at Ottawa per September 12,
1985. Suggested officers are Rev. G.
Nederveen, chairman; Rev. J. Mulder,
clerk; and Rev. R.N. Gleason, vice-
chairman.

The following appointments were
made. Examiners to replace Rev. W.W.J.
VanOene: Rev. C. Stam (Church History),
Rev. G. Nederveen (Church Policy). Dur-
ing his absence the Rev. J. DeJong will

be replaced by Rev. R.N. Gleason
(Ethics).

As church-visitors at Burlingion-:

South appointed were, Rev. D.Dedong
and Rev. C. Stam; Burlington-West, Rev.

D. Dedong and Rev. M. Werkman;
Guelph, Rev. C. Stam and Rev. M.
Werkman. .

During the gquestion-period the
delegates of the church at Fergus re-
quested Classis for representation at the
installation of Rev. Stam on Sunday
August 4, 1985. Rev. Werkman was
delegated. Rev. J. Dedong informed
Classis about his 10-months’ leave of
absenice for study in Kampen, The Nether-
lands, beginning September 1985. The
chairman wished him God’s blessing.

Censure according to Article 44
Church Order appeared not to be
necessary.

Acts and Press-Release were
adopted, and after Hymn 64:1,2 was sung
the chairman led in prayer and closed
Classis at 5:45 p.m.

On behalf of Classis,
D. DEJONG, Vice-chairman e.t.

Annual Membership Meeting, Cana-
dian Reformed Society for a Home for
the Aged, Inc., Rehoboth Canadian
Reformed Church, Burlington, ON, May
16, 1985

The meeting is opened by the chair-
man, Br. T. Vanderhout who requests the
singing of Psalm 25:1,6, reads Psalm
25:1-10 and leads in prayer.

In his opening remarks he recaps the
previous year’s highlights, he recalls the
need for domestic care at Ebenezer Villa
and thanks the outgoing Board members.

The agenda is adopted.

Minutes of the last Annual Member-
ship Meeting are read and adopted. Br.
Bartels gives the Financial Report and the
motion to accept this is carried. Appointed
as auditors for next year are the Brs. A.
De Jong and W. Smouter.

The administrator of Ebenezer Villa,
Br. G. Hart reports on the financial state
of this home.

Voting for new board members
results in the Brs. G. Hart and L. Knegt
elected.

After intermission the conditional

purchase of Mt. Nemo Lodge Nursing
Home is discussed. Financing must be
arranged by June 28, 1985 and member-
ship approval by May 18, 1985. The
Board proposes that membership be rais-
ed to at least 200 members and that at
least $200,000 be raised by June 21,
1985 towards the purchase ... ‘“‘the
society be authorized to proceed to com-
plete the transaction.” This is made into
a motion and carried unanimiously.

The customary resolution that all the
actions of the board be confirmed by the
membership is approved by the
membership.

Hymn 63:1,2 is sung and Rev.
Mulder closes the meeting in prayer.

For the Board
ANKO SCHOLTENS Secretary

Executive committee of the Canadian
Reformed Teachers College Associa-
tion, Hamilton, ON, July 5, 1985.

After opening with prayer and Scrip-
ture reading followed by the minutes, the
treasurer’s report is dealt with. Although
some funds have trickled in, much more
is required to get out of our deficit situa-
tion. A letter will be sent to various
schooolboards requesting them to con-
sider becoming members of the CRTCA.
Also a letter will be sent to all consistories
of the churches requesting their support.

The building committee reports on
their investigation on possible property.
The committee receives further instruc-
tion to continue their work.

The principal reports. Next year’s ex-
pected student enrollment is as follows:
6 students in the 3 year programme and
4 students for the 1 year programme,
therefore the total expected student
population will be 20. Some of the facul-
ty will be involved in the special commit-
tees of the League of Canadian Reform-
ed School Societies.

The next meeting will be DV on
September 6, 1985. This meeting is ad-
journed after prayer.

for the executive C.J. NOBELS
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&, Evalusation of studdents

The final reporicards were sent
home a few wesks ago. Besides a very
important sialement aboul promotion,
parenis had the opoortunily once again
0 peruse marks, grades and commens,
A fow guestions come o mind in regards
to evalugtion. First of ali — how acourats
are those marks? Have you sver
discussed with vour child’s leacher what
the varipus criteria are? Are they bassd
on finding the average of all the term tesis
and quizzes of parhaps on the ability of
a student in regards fo hisfher pesr
group? Poor marks are often tlamed on
a lack of progress of the stugeni Are
there other factors 10 be considered as
well, such as leachers, large classes or
iack of provisions for special education?
The point o be made is that parents
should abways keep themselves informed
in the process of evaluation. ¥ you have
questions about this wvery important
aspect of your child’s education, contact
the school.

Secondly, do we still use reward
systems with final reportcards? The word-
ing of this guestion will suggest my point
of view. We expect our chiidren o use
their 1zlents properly. § they have done
s, do we still then give them monsy of
a gift? Conversely, if the marks are not
up 1o your son'sfdaughter’s capabliliiss,
does he or she owe us money? Alokenism
or a small gift could often be used with
disoretion. In general however, a reward
system should have no place in owr
schools,

Allow me o finish this topic with a
fabie that most of vou have hesrd before
-~ perhaps a number of times, Perhaps
it is overstated and somewhat fardetched,

et it hits at the sore of ow educational
vstam.
Andmal School
Onoce upon & time, ihe amimals
decided they must do something to mest
the problems of a new world, su they
organized a school, They sdopted the ac-
Hvity curviculum congisting of ruaning,
cfimbing and swimming, as well as fving.
To make it easior to administer, afl the
arimals took el the subjects. The duck
was excellent in swimiming, betler in fact
than his insrucior and had passing grades
in fiving, but was very poor in rupning.
Bince he was slow in running, he had 1o
stay affer school and drop swimming 1o
practse running. This was ket vp unli his
wel fest were badly worn and he was
then only averages in swimmicsg. The rab-
bit started gt he fop of his class in run-

a3
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ning, bwl had & nervous breakdown
because of so much overwork frying o

compets i the swirrmming class. The squir- |

rel was exceflert in climbing until he
developed frustration in the fying class
where his teacher mads him siart from the
ground up, instesd of from the lrestop
down. The sagie was a problem child and
was disciplined severely, In the climbing
class he baat afl the others tn the iop of
the tree, but insisted on using his own way
o gel there, At the end of the schodol year,
an abnormal sel that could swim ex-
ceadingly well and also run, climb and iy
a fittle, had the highest marks and was
made valediclorian, The praire dogs ook
their children out of school becauss the
adrmiristration would not add digging and
burrowing to the curriculum.

B, i justice enough??

The following editorial is reprinted
from the Ontario Alllance of Christian
Schools “Communicator.” it speaks very
clearly about the political view of
extended funding 1o private schools and
the role Christian schools should taks.

The Election. Premier Miller just
announced that the funding extension
issue was the cause of the Tory disaster
at the polis on May 2. My, Psterson com-
mented that that was a faully excuse.
Undoubtedly, thers will be many autop-
sies in the near fulure. & will be safe 1o
pradict that the extension of funding to
the separate schools will becoms 3 hotly
debaisd lopic in the next two years. Con-
sequently, the issue of funding private
schools will be on the back bumer for
soms fime, while the election resulis ars
assessad.

This wrn of avents should not un-
duly alarm anyone famillar with the
history of education in Ontaric. Much of
the recent uproasr cams from familiar and
expecied guariers. The very emotional
reaction from the Ontario Sscondary
School Teachears Federation {O88TF)
jeadershin, rot necessarily the member-
ship, was 1o be sxpected. In British Co-
lumbia, during the 1860s and sarly
19708, the ieachers unions werg the
most antagonistic o any exiension of
funding., That many public school
trusiess are ypset about the wrocedures
is propably understandable. After all, if
you had youwr schoois handed over o

mecns else with less than one vear's
isoussion, you might be upsat oo,
The fact that the United Church has
made vary strong submissions against
funding of Catholic schools and definitely
against funding of private schools was
axpecied, The “"Hitler” outburst by the

Anglican Archbishop was |

able, The Anglican Church has historl-
cafly been much morg positive about the
need for integrated religious educatior

than some other denominations have
peen. The fact that the "Globe and Mall”
anc the "London Free Prass” siiff sup-
port the Ninetesnth Century opposition
o separate schools could be {oressen,

Amid all the emotion, most peopls
dicd not look carefully at the acliugl
arguments baing used. Surprisingly, no
one was condesting the matter of justice
in its normal meanings. Few people
raised the question of exira taxation. Not
many talked about discrimination of in-
equalily, Few were arguing that the tradt-
tional constitutional interpratation should
be mainiained in its status quo form. in
fact, justics seemad not 15 be a rmajor
concern in this debaia.

This should not surprise us. i was
pointed out in the OACSS brief to the
Shapiro Commission “The Christian Day
Sehoot Allernative,”’ that modsern soois-
ly is ulilitarian. So are the educgiors.
Hence the arguments all fosus on the
social role or funciion of schools, Trus
utilitarians ars persons who uss the
powsr of the majority, or the government,
o impose socially desirable goals. This
can be done politically, if the cause is
popuiar or legally If It is not. Justics is
anything that fils the ideal of the fulure

topia. Conseguently, the argumenis
against the exiension of separaie school
funding or any funding of privals
schools, have a sociological or a Utopian
flavour ang basis,

The arguments are related fo the
nature of education and to the public ex-
oectations for a good society. The ma-
ior arguments which will be directsd
against independant schools will be
imrgely of an education or social-cultural
nature. Consequently, it I8 imperative
that our communily be prepared to deal
with these acousations in a calm and in-
formed manner, of olse we will all be
back o where we started.

The Srguments. The tist of charges
which will iikely be thrown at us can be
gleaned from the various official public
school pusiesfieacher fedarations sub-
missions 1 the Shapirc Commission,
They were also gvident in newspaper
agitorials in the last weeks of the cam-
paign. Firat is that refigious schonls pro-
mote intolerance lowards other races
andd veligions, This is not good for any
society. Sscond is thal many pivaie
sehoos do not teach; they mdootrinale.
Third is hat even | they each, they do
not teach childran how o think in our
modern, common, ralional ways
demanded by the Ministey of Education

838 pradict
4, 1




or by the fulure needs of a complex, in-
dustrial information society.
All these charges lead to the con-

clusion that the ;)mﬁucwh of narrow-
minded, bigoted citizens is not in the

best interest of a
democratic socisty.
The fourth and most traditional argu-
ment is that funding private schools will
fragment the public system. Now thisis

modem, pluralistic,

not opposed on educational grounds.
Rather, this fragmeniation is bad

because it will creale intolerance and
divisions psychologically and socially in
our socisty. The main justification for the
massive ;}ub'ﬁs; system with its huge
schools is the idea that olerance is pro-
moted when and where children are Tore-
ed 10 live or sit side by side in the same
classroom learning the same values (or
fack therof). Thus a love-by-0smosis
theory has very little ressarch evidence
o support it, but it is being cied
frequently.

The fifth argument deais with the
right of the govemment 1o enforce a com-
mon education for the public good. This
deals with the modern view of the stale.
The sixth argument has to do with the
destruction of the public system. This
prediction is based on the view that if
given a choice, most parenis would send
their children to independent schools.
The fear s that, with-less funding, the
public schools would not survive.

The seventh argument is based on
the cost of extra administration and the
duplication of services. The assumption
here is that there would be a great deal
of duplication because, after all, rmost
aducation is the same and most private
gchools offer only marginally different
education to that given in the public or
separate schools. The eighth argument
centers on the need io limit diversity and
multiculiuralism in Qccsaty it will be

argued that divervsily in lifestyle, for ex-
ampie, colour of clothes and type of
shoes, or the make of your car, is fine
but not when it comes 1o serious values
in society, like aﬁarmc‘ravy

The ninth argument will be that the
private schools will use an American our-
riculum. In recent evaluation of private
schools conducted by the government of

Alberta, many of the non-C3I schiools
were singled out as having probiems

both with the lack of «.«maﬁ an content
in the curricuium as well as with the
quality of the teaching and the
riculum. This will lead to the charge of
an anti-Canadian or distoval character of
private education.

Tenth, the public schools are acoun-
table to the public whereas the privals
schools arg not. This argument would
then justiiy nonfunding. I vou wantio
be free then you can’t have goverryment
funds.

Eleventh is the conviction that sec-
arian religion is irrelevant or dangerous
Continued on page 336

cur-

During a meeting of the Finance and
Property Committee of our Theological
College the suggestion was made o
maintain and strengthen the bond bet
waen Churches and ﬂv:ﬂaﬁga by opening
a regular column in Clarion. Always
something can be mentioned that is of in
terest espacially in this period of transi-
tion from the old buiiding io our new
facilities.

My senior colleague, Professor L.
Selles, vividly described our sentimenis
and feelings, when he typed his piece of
information on May 24, his last day at 374
Queen Street South. Let me as librarian
only add that the amazingly effscient
move of our library was not only facilitated
by the carsful preparaiion by our
associate and assistant librarians, Mrs.
M.K. Marren and Miss Teresa Bouwman,
and the energetic and powerful
assistance of studenis but also by a very
gensrous and thoughtful gift of a business
man in our community. Scholtens and
Trimple-C-Imporis Ltd. belong together
and ! do not know to which name | have
o ascribe the gift of hundreds of very han-
dy boxes. Did you ever move more than
fifteen thousand heavy books in
manageable boxes and count their
number?

Now that | am thinking back of our
moving sxperience, | remember the 25th
of May. Not only the desk at which col-
feague Selies typed his survey of our
academic year for our Clarion readers but
the desks of all of us, our furniture and
not to forget our vaull, had to be remov-
ed on Saturday, May 25. Professional
movers had quoted us a pgrice of more
than one thousand doilars but the Bartels
brothers — Henry, George and Hans,
strong young farmers — put in their time,
muscles, and truck, and, supported by
John Hordyk and some Guido de Bres
students, saved us a bundle of money.
John Venema did the same by hauling
away all the rubble that was left in the
basement and the garage. He was also
the one who in a last act removed the ;g;r‘
of our building. 374 Quesn Straeet South

has become ‘e:%cwy as far as owr

"”!"enfsgaem u}éﬁme is concerned
fi

sixtesn years will remain %snmme -
table for those who lived through them.

in the meantime we are already ad-
justed to our new surroundings and look

forward to the official opening and the
open house on &ep?em%er 27, the day of
our convocation. Preparing for the first
academic year in our new faciiif;éas, the
facuity decided two things. First of ali, |
will give the course Symboli £€;:> | of the
Freshman Year not éuﬂng daytime buton
Thursday evenings from 6.3@3 o 9:30,
sl&f‘iing September 19, 1985 and end;ﬁa
in the baginning of May 1986. It will | be
the normal Freshman course, which in
our Handbook is described as follows:

Symbolics is the study of the symbols
{creeds and confessions) of the church. This
first course in Symbolics aims at a thorough
knowledge of the three Ecumenical Creeds
and the Three Forms of Unity. The history
and the texi of these craeds and confes-
sions are discussed in the freshman year
in crder to underline the confessional
character of our whole study of Reformsd
theology. Special attention is given 1o the
text of the Heideiberg Catechism and the
contents of the Belgic Confession.
Those who want to foliow this course for
credit have to submit to a December and
May examination and fo wrile a paper on
a topic related to the Belgic Confession.
This course could be of some help for
teachers and others who want o deepen
their knowledge of our creeds and con-
fessions. Hebrew and Greek are not re-
quired for this course, and thosse who do
not want to bother with examinations and
paper writing may audit the wurw for halt
price. The fee for the credit course is $80
and the fee for ¢ udnsrs %'53 "’h@ course
will only be offered at night, if at least ten
persons participate, T%’zc\sa who are in-
terested in this course, should register as
s00n as ;}osséb‘e by calling the Colisge
Gi’ the principal no later than Seplember

5, 1985, Our new address is 110 West
27‘%?‘: 5t., Hamilton, L8C 8A1 (telephone
(418) 575-3688).

The second decision cond ,s, some
free lectures for the general public inthe
mcmhs:s of September through ""9 sa mber,

x by Professor C. VanDam and six by
D¢ e.:gai K. Deddsns. But let us tell you
about those general leciures in our nexi

]

C;

corne w want {0 use our new faciiities
Swﬁ m our Theglogical h@‘w‘&;
be fua’ m*?‘sm‘m;a‘;hmf the utmost

'}: our power.
J. FABER
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10 education. This was most obvious in
TV. interviews with parents and
students. One way of putting this is that
we do not want another lreland over
here. Why should children be identified
with church labsls? This is the old op-
position to church control over educa-
tion. This skeleton may come out of the
closet (0o,

The reasons why these arguments
are significant have nothing to do
thelr accuracy or validity. First, they will
be used to discredit the private school.
Both the teachers unions and the
trustees organizations ars going fo be
digging up all soris of evidence to sup-
port these claims. SBecond, they will be
indirect arguments. The battle will be
fought on the basis of research findings
and educational practices which will be
beyond the experience of the average
taxpayer or citizen in Ontario.

if one examines these arguments
carefully, it is apparent that they promote
two very basic ideas. The first one is that
indepsndent schools are inferior or irvele-
vant for the fwentieth century and
especially for the twenty-first century.
This is a direct attack on the educational
integrity of the independent schools,
aspecially the raligious ones. Second,
these schools are dangerous for Cana-
dian society (Ontario always spsaks for
Canada) because-they do not promote
democratic values. in other words, the
people supporting these independeent
schools are of suspect loyalty. Therefore,
their second class citizenship status
should be continued in the educstional
matters. Therefore, no funding at all.

HURCH NEWS

ACCEPTED to Ancastor, ON
REY. H. AASMAN
of Guslph, ON
CALLED and DECLINED to Lynden,
WA, USA
REV. BR. AASMAN
of Guelph ON
DECLINED to Lynden, WA, USA
REV. J, VISSCHER
of Cloverdale, BC
DECLINED to Attercliffe, ON
REV. A. DE JAGER
of Neerlandia, AB
CALLED and ACCEPTED to Lincoln, ON
CANDIDATE G. WIESKE
of Hamitton, ON

UR COVER

The New Challange. In this newen-
vironment our schools will be scrutinized
very closely 1o see whether or not these
charges are accurate. Further, a great
deal of evidence will be marshalled from
American studiss to suppori the claim
that these things will also happen in
Canada if permitted by misguided politi-
cians. We must be prepared {0 meei the
arguments head on with educational
research and other practical evidence
about what actually goes on in indepen-
dent schools. Are we sufiiciently versed
in the history of education in Ontario 1o
be able 1o expose various fallacies in the
public school proponents’ position and
claim our own righiful place?

We will have to defend ourselves
against the considerable experience of
North American educators, when in fact
we do not have adeguate statistics to de-
fend our cause because of inadequate
research facilities and support staff. The
problem is that while we were making the
justice arguments, the opposition was
concerned with the educational
problems.

This leads us to the conclusion that
we must get our house in order im-
mediately. Are we ready to have our
schools scrutinized? Are we ready to
make our case with statistics and theory
as well as history and evidence from
practice? Are we ready to insist-on-our
rights as citizens promoting a specifically
useful education vision rather than as im-
migrants griping about double taxation?
in short, are we ready to defend the
benefits and achievements of our Chris-
tian Schools?

Most important of all, do we have
evidence that our schools actually do
what we say they are doing? What is our
track record? Are we clear on our educa-
tional goals? Do we know what our
graduates are doing in today's society?
Are our curriculum designs up to stan-
dard? Are our teachers providing a
distinctively Christian education all five
days of the week? If the answer {0 all
these questions is yes then we should
proceed. if not, then we have more work
to do. Let us proceed in faith and con-
tinue to press the claims for educational
justice in Ontario in the contexi of quaki-
ty Christian education.

C. A Canadian Reformed kinder-

garien (some further commenis)

A few months ago, | expressed some
eservations about the possible additions

of kindergartens to our schools. The
ollowing letter has been printed inits en-

irety so that you as the reader can make

yvour own decision about this topic.

Dear Mr. Van Dooren,

Since you willingly invite responses
to your comments in School Crossing, |
cannot resist the temptation to say a lit-
tle about your item A Canadian Reform-
ad kindergarten?” as was published in

the School Crossing section of the
Clarion, May 3, 1888,

You accurately stated that many
educators call the first years of a child’s
life as being the most formative. It's my
contention that this knowledge has pro-
found implications for the teaching of
Christian viewpoinis and atlitudes to
vounger children. Do we realize the
potential “damage” that may be caused
by an atheist, or usually at best, a
“neutral” approach to education? While
our young children sit wide-eyed and
“soak” in the humanistic messages, we
cannot sit by and hope that the next
seven or aight years will undo the impres-
sions that have formed in the minds of
these children. Such irresponsibility does
not belong to the Christian parent who
whole-heartedly vowed, “ . . to instruct
your child in this doctrine, as soon as he
{she} is able 10 understand, and to have
him (her) instructed there-in to the utmost
of vour power” (Baptismal Form).

Perhaps you accurately perceive
that many people think that kindergarten
is often associated with some sort of 2
babysifiing job. Further, that there is more
to the kindergarten program than babysit-
ting or playing with blocks. | would most
certainly prefer gualified staff if these
were available. But does the lack of these
“qualified” people mean the otal shelv-
ing-of this idsal? | would think not. A
more positive approach might be the
seruting of the public kindergarten
system and curriculum by some former
teachers or mothers who have had ter-
tiary education at least to some degree.
With hard work, dedication and perhaps
some error, these people should be able
o set up a suitable perhaps some error,
these people should be ableto setup a
suitable program and operate it together
with frequent advice from the “experts.”

You suggest it’s not “realistic” with
the current concern about lack of person-
nel to fill the vacancies in our elemen-
fary schools and the improvements that
are needed in the existing grades. My
guestion is: How long must we wait? By
what criteria do we determine: Now all
is ready to proceed to kindergarten —
Five, ten, perhaps twenty five years?

Okay, perhaps Pm voung and so a
littie idealistic. But one thing 've learn-
ed: Dreaming without subsequent action
produces few tangibie resuits.

May this discussion serve to further

His glory. e
R Yours in Christ

Ron Bergsma
R.A. 4
Girand Valley LON 1G0

Untit next month, the Lord willing —

may all of you continue to enjov the sum-
mer months!

NICK VANDOOREN
John Calvin School
807 Dynes Road, Burlington, ON



- by Mrs. John Hoza

Questions about Bible Kings Colour me!

. The elders of israel demanded a king born from Samuel. The Lord later revealed to Samuel who

&

would be made king. Who is this new King? {i Samuel &)

. This young man killed a giant named Goliath, later he was made king of Israel. Who is this King?

it Samust 5)

et

of this greatly alarmed King? {Daniel 5)

.This boy was just seven vears old when he was made king over Judah. Who is this boy?

(it Kings 12}

. This man was favourexd in the eyes of the Lord. But when he became sick he did a very foolish

thing. He showsd all heis possesions o visitors from Babylon who later would take everything away

&

from his descendants, Who is this man? {lsaiah 38, 39

Answers for the lefter “J7

1.

Jsoob 2. .oseph 3. Jonah 4. Judas 8. John the Baptist 8. Joseph




Dear Busy Beavers,

Summy‘i s hare!

Time for o C% CONTE

Let's all ;mn in the funl

¥ you nesd some help ask your brothers
and sisters, or your parents.

You rnay uss your Bible, oo

| think vour story Bible will help you, tool
Join int Try your bestl

Prn looking forward o hearing from many,
Beavers!

GUIEZ |

Hemember?
Each of the following things should rernind you of a person
in the Bible. Bemember?
. Ak
. Sailt
Hod
Axs head
. Big fish
Hib
Fleece
. Burrdryg bosh
. Rainbow
. Harp
. Piliow
Pottage

de ety
R R R R YA N

ey

GUIZ U ANIMALS N THE BIBLE
CMNoah senta ____ outio see i the waters had
gone down.

A delivered a
. The prodigal son ate the food of L.
couniry.

The
Balaam had a talking
The
David rescued a
Jesus entered Jerusalem nding on o a __

. God senta ____ for Abraham fo offer as a g

the place of his son.
. Joseph’s brothers dipped his coat in the blood of a

ol

coin to Peler.
in a foreign

@ o

. licked the sores of Lazarus.

fed Elijgh at the brook Cherith.
from a lion.

©@ NG ;M

acrifice in

o

GUIZ B HOW MANY?

1. How many of the ten lepers returned o thank the Lord
Jesus for hesling them?

2. How many times d;s.s the Devil fempt the Lord Jesus in the
wilderness?

3. How many men carried the lame man o Christ and lowered
him through the roof?

4. How rmany loaves of braad did the Lord Jesus have 1o start
with when he fed the 5,0007

5. How many paople ﬁz:ﬁ the Lord Jesu
o Errmnaus?

s fruest on the rosd

@
G3
[

many Busy

How many times did God zza,is Samusl in the ﬁig’!"z?? —

How many disciples did the Lord Jesus have?

How many years did Jacob work for Rachel?

. How many timas did the prophet tell NMaaman to dip in the
Jordan?

10. How many days did it rain at the time of the great flood?

oo N

From the Mailbox

Welcome to the Busy Beaver Club Andrfa Vander
pol. We are happy o have you join us. Be sure to join
i &l our Busy Beaver activities, starting with today's
Comest! How did you enjoy vour holidays, Andria? And thanks
for the word search.

And a big walcome 10 you, too, Colin Meerstra. How did you
fike vour trip to Winnipeg? Will you write and tell us about it?
Bye ‘tor now, Colin.

! think vou had lots of fun at your class picnic, right, David
Van Raalte? I'm glad you like your new house. You're very lucky
to have your very own room! Be sure 10 join in our big contest,
David.

Thanks very much for your nice shaﬁy letter, Krista Ellens.

Y'm glad your sister's wedding was such a nice day for you. Your
class parade for graduation sounds like it was fun! Write again
soon, Krista.

RIDDLES FOR YOU
from Busy Beavers Corinna Stroop and Geralding Schenkel

s

Why do bees hum?

2. Why do cows waar belis?

3. What do vou get when your head is hot, yvour fest are cold,
and you see spots in front of your aves?

4. What do you get when a cow and duck cross each other?

5. ¥ three little pigs were standing under a litle umbrella why
didn't they get wet?

&. Why did Goofy throw butler out the window?

7. What tables dor't have legs?

B. Why is it hard 1o talk with & goat around?

9. What does 2 calf become after & Is one year old?

Answers:

iDIo seeh oM "8 W
SUNG SABMIZ 3 'E SOINE] sl 4 ALSTNG B 995 O) pelUBEM 8y
‘g Buiiel LUSEM 3 G SeN0RND DUB MY & DESY INOA L0 {008
ot v E MI0M L UOR SLIOY BEY T F STUOM S} MO LUop ASU) L

How did you enjoy the riddies?
And how did vou do on the quizzes?
Send in your answers o
Aunt Betty, Box 54
Fergus, ON N1M 2W7
Bye for nowl
Love from your
Aunt Betty



