


in my previous Editorial | pointed at the church as mother
who has and has to have a central place in the life of her chil-
dren. | like to make some more remarks here about this im-
portant point.

The church bears children. Through the preaching of
God’'s Word by the church the Holy Spirit regenerates natural
man and makes unbelisvers into believers and enemies of God
inte beloved children. The church also nourishes her childran.
With that same Word of God as the food for etemnal life the
church feeds unio life her children, who are God's children.

The church is the bride of Christ. Comparing a Christian
rnarriage with the relation between Chyrist and His church, the
apostie Paul writes “Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved
the church and gave Himself up for her, that He might sancti-
fy her, have cleansed her by the washing of water with the
Word, that He might present the church to Himself in splen-
dour, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might
be holy and without blemish” (Eph. 5:25-27}. Peter writes 1o
the church in Asia Minor, “You are a chosen race, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own_people” (! Peter 2:9).
“God’s own people”’ means, God’'s precious possession,

The church is of such great importance for God that He
gave His only beloved Son, and placed all His wrath against
sin upon Him, in order to save the church. And God’s only Son
50 loved His bride that He disd for her on the cross under God's
wrath against her sin. Therefore, the apostle Paul bound the
congregation at Ephesus upon the hearts of her elders when
he said to them, “Take heed 1o yourselves and to all the flock,
in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, 1o care for
the church of God which He obtained with the blood of His own
Son.”

John the Baptist said, “He who has the bride is the
Bridegroom; the friend of the Bridegroom, who stands and
hears Him, rejoices greatly at the Bridegroom’s voice; . . . He
must increase, but | must decrease.” Fully in line with these
words, the apostle Paul wrote to the Corinthians, “I feel a divine
isalousy for vou, for | betrothed you to Christ to present you
as a pure bride to her one husband.” A servant, even the friend
of the Bridegroom, is not important. Only the Bridegroom and
the bride are. Not John the Baptist, not Paul, but only Christ
and His church count. A servant is allowed to be consumed
in the service of His Lord, as Christ spoke concerning Him-
self, according to what was written, “"Zeal for Thy house will
consume me” (John 2:17, Psalm 69:9).

Where the church was so important for Christ and, there-
fore, also for the apostle Paul, she had to have the same im-
portant piace in the heart and lives of the elders in Ephesus,
and of all leaders in the church (Heb. 13:17, those leaders will
have o give account). It is a terrible thing for the flock, but
even worse for the elder himself, when his own name and glory,
his own life and convenience, and whalever else there is, is
more important 1o him than the fiock. Ali that counts for him
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must be that bride of Christ, the flock of the Lord, the house
of God that is entrusted to him. That flock and bride is for the
etder first and foremost the local church.

The church and her well-being must not only have such
a significant place in the attention of the office-bearers, but
also in the minds and lives of all the members. Their spiritual
well-being, their faithfulness, their obedience to God’'s Word
as it is written, their commitment to the Lord and dedication
to His causs is the well-being, the faithfulness, and the com-
mitment of the church, and vice versa. The church is its
mambers.

The church with her worship services must have a cen-
tral place in our life on the Sunday. Of course, something is
wrong when we do not “'go 1o church” and assembie with
God’s people for worship on the day of rest. But something
is also wrong when attending church ig not more than a for-
mality that belongs to our patiern of life and that we experience
as just a fulfilment of a religious duty, while the day is first and
foremost a day for our convenience and fun. Then the conse-
quence will easily be that we attend only once, or not at ali,
especially when on vacation.

But when we give the church and her calling to worship
the main place in our life, we prepare for the services, we al-
tend both as much as we can, not as just a duty but as a pre-
cious gift, we discuss what took place and what was preached.
In this way the church activity of the Sunday will have its im-
pact also during the other days of the week. The Word of God
as preached will more and more rule all of life.

That means that the church will keep that central place
during the week. We do our job, we manage our business, we
do our housekeeping, or whatever we do with the church in
our mind. We do business, we work, we keep house, we plan
our holidays and go on vacation, caring for the well-being of
the church. No blame raust come on the church of the Lord.
it would be a blame on His holy Name.

With the Word of God as it is preached and received on
Sunday, the church rules the lives of her members. That Word
of her Lord tells the church how to live a holy, blameless and
reconciled life in Him, all the days of the week, in all the differ-
ent aspects of life. With that Word of her Lord the church en-
courages and comforts her members so that they have the
courage and strength 1o go on in the service of the Lord.

it is clear, then, that the church has and must have such
a central place in the lives of her members. A central place
for the church means a central place for the Lord of the church
and for His service. Where this central place is given io the
church, there also will be found faithfulness to the Lord of the
church. And that is the goal of the lives of those who believe
to be members of the church, that is: the bride of Christ.

J. GEERTSEMA



On the

picket line

Some remarks on the labour organizationss

10. On strike

When we consider the question
whether we can participate in a strike, we
have to make a distinction between the
legal and the moral aspects.

The strike is a phenomenon that ex-
isted already as early as the Middle Ages.
The oldest strike we have heard about
was in 1372. The textile workers went on
strike in the city of Leiden in The Nether-
lands. However, such a strike was illegal.
Strong sentences were meted out against
those who participated in or incited such
a strike. Even the death penalty was
used. During, and especially at the end
of the nineteenth century a different ap-
proach arose. The labour movement be-
came active and the regulations with re-
spect to strikes were softened. Slowly the
strike became a legally accepted
phenomenon.

In Canada a strike is legal, at least
when certain conditions are fulfilled. We
quite often hear that a union or the
workers in a certain branch of industry are
““in a legal position to strike.” The same
can be said about the employers. Under
some conditions they have the right to
“lock out” the workers in a certain work
place. In both cases the workers leave the
work site and do not receive their pay-
cheque. Although this might be legally
correct, it does not mean that it is also
morally acceptable.

In a previous section we have seen
that the purpose of our daily work is not
in the first place to make money. It has
to be the fulfillment of our God-given man-
date. We have also referred to the abuse
of power. In the past some employers
have abused their powerful position in
order to make lots of money at the ex-
pense of their workers, who lived in very
poor situations, at the edge of starvation,
and who had to work hard under very bad
and unhealthy conditions. We should not
ignore or deny this and we should not try
to condone it either. That has been one
of the incentives to the establishment of
labour organizations.

However, what happens today is
also a matter of abuse of a powerful po-
sition. There is an old saying: someone

else’s dirt is not our soap. It means that
we should not use the mistakes and
wrongdoings of others as an excuse for
our actions or to whitewash and defend
our own misbehaviour.

There is not anything wrong with la-
bourers joining and working together to

get a better deal and a more favourable
contract. However, the question we must
ask is which methods they use to reach
their goal.

There are different aspects to a
strike which prevent us from using it as
an acceptable tool to reach a goal.

It is in the first place a denial of our
God-given mandate to labour faithfully.
The daily process of labour is interrupted
to force others to give in to demands
which otherwise cannot be reached. That
means an abuse of a powerful position.
People talk about “‘solidarity” but this

solidarity is oftentimes only a matter of
putting pressure on other workers to sup-
port a certain cause, whether they like it
or not. Workers are threatened and even
violence is used against those who are
not willing to follow the revolutionary ac-
tions. Recently we have seen how even

a work site of a non-union company was
closed by picket lines. Workers who had
nothing to do with the unions were pre-
vented from doing their work. Equipment
was damaged and personal injury was
caused.

We have to reject such a revolution-
ary movement. This has nothing to do
with democracy but is rather a step on the
way to anarchy. Even the laws of the
country are violated and a small group of
people tries to impose their will upon the
rest of society. It is clear that such actions
are illegal but also the so-called “legal”
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strikes are morally unacceptable. It is not
only a matter of abusing a powerful posi-
tion, but it also puts a burden on innocent
people. A strike often costs millions of dol-
lars. This burden has to be carried not
only by the workers and their employers,
but many other people suffer as well. Dur-
ing a bus strike the general public suffers
in the first place. A strike of public work-
ers can cause much harm for the public
as well. A strike of hospital workers can
even endanger human life and health.
And the irony of it all is that often the
workers lose more money through a strike
than they can gain during the whole term
of a new contract.

Nowadays we face a revolutionary
development which is defeating its own
purpose. No wonder that there is increas-
ing unhappiness and frustration about the
work of the unions. The aversion to this
development can be seen in many sec-
tors of industry.

We, as believers, have to take a
strong stand against these actions. We
do not defend or condone the abuse of
power on the part of the employers as it
has been manifest in the past. There
might have been a good reason for work-
ers to defend their rights and to work to-
gether for the improvement of their work-
ing conditions, however, the way the
labour unions work now is certainly not
a good alternative. It is just the other
extreme.

11. Serving two masters

In a previous section we have ex-
plained the character of the personal
commitment of the members to their
union. it is a position of full allegiance. We
have quoted as an example the “‘sub-
scription form” of a certain union. Every
member has to “pledge his honour to
faithfully observe the Constitution and

no choice. But | am not going to partici-
pate in a strike or to walk the picketline.
if they ever ask me to do so | will quit my
job. But for the time being | am just pay-
ing my fee and | do not ask for trouble.
If the time comes | will see.” However,
that does not solve the problem. If some-
one “‘pledges his honour to faithfully ob-
serve the Constitution and the laws of the
Union and to comply with all the rules and
regulations for the government thereof”
he has to keep his promise and he has
to be faithful to his “word of honour.” It
is simply not fair to the union, and even
in conflict with the ninth commandment
of the law of the Lord, to make such a
pledge with the clear intention not to stick
to it.

in Matthew 6:24 Jesus warned us
saying, ‘No one can serve two masters;
for either he will hate the one and love the
other, or he will be devoted to the one and
despise the other. You cannot serve God
and mammon.”

A believing Christian cannot make
a full commitment the way some unions
demand from their members and at the
same time commit his whole life in true
obedience to the service of the Lord. We
cannot serve two masters. Either some-
one is faithful in his commitment to the
union and his “brothers and sisters’ in
the labour movement, but then he has to
put the word of men above the Word of
God, or he is faithful in his commitment
to the Lord and His service, but then he
cannot “comply with all the rules and reg-
ulations” of the unions. We cannot serve
two masters! Either we will “‘hate the one
and love the other” or we will “'be devot-
ed to the one and despise the other.”

Qur conclusion must be that mem-
bership in a union as mentioned above
is incompatible with the membership of
the Church of Jesus Christ.

““A believing Christian cannot make a full commit-
ment the way some unions demand from their mem-
bers and at the same time commit his whole life
in true obedience to the service of the Lord. We
cannot serve two masters.’”’

laws of the Union; to comply with all the
rules and regulations for the government
thereof.” To comply with these rules and
regulations includes going on strike if the
National Executive Board so decides. |t
also includes “‘honouring” the picket
lines of all other unions and to perform
picket duty if requested to do so.
Some people might say, ‘I have to
join a union to get a certain job. | have
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12. Other organizations

There is still one aspect we have to
deal with and to elaborate on more and
that is our attitude with respect to all kinds
of trade associations, products- and
marketing boards eic.

There is a broad scale of different or-
ganizations. It is impossible to go into de-
tait with all of them. In a previous section

we took as an example one particular la-
bour union and we quoted from the offi-
cial constitution. There might be some dif-
ference between the constitutions of the
different unions. Some are more, others
less demanding. Some require from their
members to subscribe an obligation,
others only require a written application
for membership without mentioning the
wordings of the “‘cath” on the application
form. Others might even consider a ver-
bal agreement and payment of the fees
sufficient for becoming a member. The
most important thing, however, is what
the official constitution says about the ob-
ligations of the members of an
organization.

Most products- and marketing
boards are appointed by a cabinet min-
ister or by the Governor in Council. They
receive their power and authority by law
from the civil government and the produc-
ers and sellers (or marksters) of certain
products have to pay a levy, set by the
government. As long as no other obliga-
tions are involved or are incumbent upon
the ““‘members” we cannot see anything
wrong with obeying these rules. It is even
guestionable whether in these cases the
term “‘members’’ can be used. At least
in some instances it is rather like a sales
tax which has to be paid. However, if
other obligations are involved, then they
have to be considered on their own merit.

The same counts for some trade as-
sociations and other oganizations of
workers in a certain area of science or
technology. If this is just an organization
to exchange know-how and experience
and to administer matters of common in-
terest, it is not necessarily wrong to par-
ticipate in such an organization. The main
point remains: what does the constitution
say and what are the obligations of the
members? Careful scrutiny is always nec-
essary. Experience teaches us thatin an
increasing number of cases a coopera-
tion which from the outset seemed to be
very innocent, becomes more difficult be-
cause of the spirit of revolution and law-
lessness which is creeping in.

Let us be on the alert and let us help
each other in these difficult times. The
spirit of revolution is active. We have to
fight against an enemy, not in the first
place against flesh and blood but against
“the wiles of the devil”’ {cp. Eph. 6:10-20).
It might be a difficult task, but we have
a strong armor, the whole armor of God.
The sword of the Spirit and the Word of
God are our weapons. Counting on the
promises given to us in Ephesians 6 we
can overcome.

May these articles be of some help
in the studying of these matters as a train-
ing for the battle.

W. POUWELSE



PRESS REVIEW

Decisions on

In previous issues we paid attention
to the issue of “‘women in office’” in the
Christian Reformed Church (CRC). As we
all know, the matter was brought before
this year's synod and decisions were
made. For the information of the readers
of Clarion, | will pass on those decisions
as | found them in THE BANNER of July
2. | would like to make one remark. The
synod carefully avoided, in the decisions
regarding the "‘headship of men,” to use
the words “‘submissive’ and ‘‘subject”
which are used by the apostles Paul (Eph.
5:22, 24; Col. 3:18) and Peter (1Peter 3:1,
5). But, here are the decisions:

“That synod declare that the headship
role of husbands in marriage involves a di-
rection-setting role which is to be exercised
(first) in loving their wives in a self-sacrific-
ing way, and (second) in loving their wives
in an enabling way, after the pattern of
Christ's headship over the church.” (Ap-
proved Monday, June 18, by voice vote.)

“That synod declare that ‘the headship
principle,” which means that the man should
exercise primary leadership and direc-
tion-setling in the home and in the church,
is a biblical teaching recognized in both the
Old and New Testament.” (Approved Mon-
day, June 18, by 8§1—76 tally.)

“That synod declare that there is insuf-
ficient scriptural evidence to warrant the
conclusion that a headship principle holding
man’s rulership/primary leadership and di-
rection-setting over woman is a creation
norm extending over the whole of human
life.” (Approved Tuesday, June 19, by voice
vote.)

“That synod declare that the headship
of the man in the church implies that women
should not be admitted to the offices of min-
ister, elder, or evangelist.” (Defeated Tues-
day, June 19, by 82—77 tally.)

“That synod encourage the churches
to recognize, develop, and use spiritual gifts
found in female members by allowing qual-
ified women to assist the ordained elders in
their ministry.” (Defeated Wednesday, June
20, by voice vote.)

That synod reaffirm the decision of the
Synod of 1978: ‘That consistories be al-
lowed to ordain gualified women to the
office of deacon, provided that their work is
distinguished from that of elders.” ”’ (Ap-
proved Thursday, June 21, by yoice vote.)

“That synod ratify the amended form

women in office in the CRC

of Article 3 of the Church Order and its sup-
plement adopted by the Synod of 1878:
‘Article 3

a. Confessing male members of the
church who meet the biblical requirements
are eligible for the offices of minister, elder,
{and evangelist).

b. All confessing members of the
church who meet the biblical requirements
are eligible for the office of deacon.

¢. Only those who have been officially
called and ordained or installed shall hold
and exercise office in the church.

Supplement, Article 3
Women as Deacons

The work of women as deacons is to
be distinguished from that of elders.” ”” Ap-
proved Thursday, June 21, by voice vote.)

*That synod declare that the decision
as to whether women should be ordained
as deacons in any specific congregation be
left to the judgment of the local consistory.”
(Approved Wednesday, June 20, by voice
vote.)

“That synod declare that pastors are
not expected to participate in the ordination
of women if it is against their consciences.”
{Approved Wednesday, June 20, by 87—70
tally.)

“That synod declare that in consistories
where the distinction between the general
and the restricted consistory is not made,
women deacons may not function as
elders.” (Approved Wednesday, June 20, by
971—68 tally.)

A decision on paying taxes

The same issue of THE BANNER
reports also on a decision of the CRC
synod 1984 regarding the fefusal of a
CRC couple to pay all the tax money
which the American Internal Revenue
Service charged them to pay. Let me first
give the report.

“As | was sitting in the living room, |
began to imagine the world at peace. Peo-
ple were communicating with each other—
there was indeed a chance for people to talk
and solve their problems without war. My
heart was full, and | knew this vision had just
come from the Lord.”

Paul Stoub, a young freelance artist
known to the CRC through his illustrations
in A Place to Stand and Beyond Doubt, told
delegates the story of how he and his wife,
Fenna, had decided to commit themselves
to world peace.

“I heard a voice that said, ‘Do you
follow me?'—and | knew that this was the
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Report on the Wo

en’s League Day

in the Fraser Valley

On Tuesday, June 26, 1984, 165
women met in the Chilliwack Church
building for the Twenty-First Annual
Women's League Day of the Womens'
Societias in the Fraser Valley. This year
it was hosted by the Women's Sociely
“The Lord is our Refuge” of Chilliwack.
As the women arrived, they busied them-
selves with registration; putting on name
tags; signing the five cards for our Mis-
sion and Mission Aid womsn and for
Tereza Vieira, all in Brazil, refreshing
themselves with coffee and goodies; or
chatting with friends and renewing ac-
guaintances. Shortly after 10:00 a.m. our
chalr woman for the morning session,
Mrs. Hanna Lengkeek, called the meeting
to order. We were asked 1o sing Psalm
85:1 and 13, after which the chairwoman

led in prayer. Mrs. Lengkeek expressed
& word of welcome o all and then ex-
tended wishes received in a telegram
from the Women's Soclety "Deborah’™ in
Smithers, BC, and in a telephone cali
from Mrs. Tiggelaar in Barrhead, Alber-
ta. We then sang Psalm 86:3 and 4 after
which the chalrwoman read Ephesians
1:3 10 238,

Our speaker for the morning, Mrs.
Alice Hoeksema, was then given the op-
portunity {o read her introduction on the
book of RButh. She informed us that this
book accounts for the period between the
Judges and the Kings and was actuzlly
written during the reign of King David.
The Israelites had fallen away, vet God
prepared for the coming of the Messiah
aven in dark times. Elimelech sinned by

leaving Bethlehem. Even though the land
was cursed by famine, this should have
led to self-examination and repentance.
By fleeing, Elimelech showed he did not
trust in the Lord. The Lord then punished
the family for leaving Israsl. Moabites
married into the assembly of the Lord,
which was strictly forbidden. Their two
sons died. Even though Orpah decided
e stay with her own people, the Lord
guided Ruth back to Israel. That the Holy
Spirit was working in Ruth, was shown in
the oath she stated. Naomi realized that
ihe Lord had punished her, for instead of
a charming, pleasant Naomi, she called
nerself “bitter” when she returned to
Israsel, God's guidance then led Ruth to
the fields of Boaz, who took the law of the
Lord to heart. She received protection,

Decisions on women in office coniinusd

rnost important guestion that could be asked
af me.” Stoub spoke after an unusual re-
quest from the floor had aliowed him to 1ake
the podium.

The Stoubs’ guest for peace began with
open tax resistance. Following their con-
sciences, they refused 1o pay the 50 percent
of their income taxes they claim supports
“idolatrous militarism.”

in January the Internal Revenue Ser-
vice (M3} placed a levy on the Stoubs’ in-
come and demanded that one of Paul's em-
ployers, the TRO Board of Publications, pay
a part of the taxes owed.

in February the board voted o pay the
amount over the Stoubs’ objections, but
agreed 10 posipone payment until synod
could hear Paul and Fenna’s appeal.

An IRG-threatenad lawsuit against the
board in May, however, prompted the board
o issue payment.

Supported by their local church and
their classis, the Stoubs appealed the Board
of Publications’ decision, claiming that the
board's payment didn’t constitute the sup-
oort they felt they should have received—
according to synod’s own “Guidelines for
Ethical Decisions about War™ (1877).

“The issue here,” said Calvin Semi-
nary Professor of Systematic Theology Dr.
#esl Plantinga, “is whether the Board of
Publications had some Christian respongi-
bility 0 support the Sioubs’ 1ax resistance
by refusing to act as an agent of the IRS.”

Seminary advisor Harold Dekker ashed
synod not o consider the board quilty of lack
of support for the Stoubs. “The board gave
ampie svidence of subsiantial sympathy,”
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Dekker said. “Nonpayment would not only
have been support but a violation of the
law.” He argued that it would have been
improper for a 40-person board 1o represent

| an entire denomination in disobeying the

law.

After nearly two hours of intense dis-
cussion, synod voted to approve the Board
of Publications’ decision to pay the IRS.

But Stoub’s own five minutes of testi-
mony prompled delegates fo vole in favor
of establishing a study committee o create
more speciic guidelines for churches fac-
ing similar cases of conscientious objec-
tion. —JC8
One can be thankful that the synod did
not go along with the reasoning of the
Stoubs, and that advisor Dekker siated
that: “Nonpayment would not only have
been support but a violation of the law.”
i hope that in the debate not only the law
of the country was mentionad but also the
taw of God. Through the apostie Paul our
Lord commands His followers regarding
the authorities, "'Pay all of them their
dues, iaxes to whom taxes are due, rev-
enue to whom revenue is dus . . .7 (Fom.
137

At the same time, this word of the
Lord should have made the appointment
of & study commities 1o study the matier
and come with guidelines complstely
superfluous.

That brings me o another remark. |
do not understand that a Reformed synod
can go for the reasoning a8 it is given
here by Mr. Stoub, He had a vision while

sitting in the living room. He heard a voice
that said, “"Do you follow me?” It is sug-
gested that this was the voice of the Lord.
And on that basis there was the refusal
o pay the full amount of the tax money.
i other words, Mr. Stoub suggests that
the voice of the Lord madse him decide to
pay only part of the taxes due. My ques.
tion is: can the Lord say: in His written
Waord, ""Pay your taxes to whom taxes are
due” and, at the same time, tell someone
in his heart: do not pay? Can the Lord
contradict Himself? Butif that is not pos-
sible, Mr. Stoub did not foliow the Lord’s
voice, but his own idea, or must we say
the whispering voice of an evil, mislead-
ing spirit? The apostle Paul wamns:
hecause people refuse ¢ love the truth,
God sends upon them z strong delusion
{an energy of error) to make them belleve
what is false (i Thess. 2:10, 11). The
apostle Paul knew quite well, that the
authorities in those days used the iax
moneys of the Christians for thelr own un-
godly purposes. Mevertheiess, he com-
mands them o pay that money. The Spirit
of Christ is not a Spirit of revolution and
rebellion. Here we have no longer a He-
formed, Scriptural thinking, but an Ana-
taptist, revolutionary reasoning that was
rejectad by the Reformad Churches when
they accepted the Belgic Confession, Art.
38 which pointed to Romans 13:7.

But, are we faithful in paying taxes
to the govermnment?

J. GEERTSEMA



food and water from him and was over-
whatmed by this care. According 1o an old
law {Lev. 25:28) Boaz could, a3 kinsman,
redeem Elimsiechs’ lost land. According
1o a Levirate law (Deuteronomy 25:5-10),
the next of kin could marry Huth and the
first son born would carry Elimelech’s
name. Futh's laying by his fest was not
2 strangs request and Boaz understood
her willingness 1o carry the line. But the
naarer of kin had the first right, which this
man chose not (o 1ake i .

Boaz received his reward; he was
Hlessed by the elders and peopie gather-
ed at the gate, and is namad in the ge-
nealogy of Christ. The Lord bigssed the
upion of Huth and Boaz, and s0 also
blessed Naomi. Their son Obsd (Vser-
vani”’), now had a name and place in is-
rasl. The story of Ruth is a foreshadow-
ing of our own redemption in Christ. That
Ruth's name is included in the line of
Christ foreshadows the lifting of the curse
over ail heathen nations. Through this,
the universal meaning of the Messiah is
shown,

After this infroduction we sang Hymn
43:3. The Chilliwack Womean's Soclety
next gave us a pleasant surprise by very
nicely singing the “'Song of Ruth” in four
part harmony. The discussion deal bas-
ically with the foliowing six questions:

1. Did Elimelsch’s family actuaily
leave the “assembly of Israsl” when they
ieft Bethighem?

2. Of what significance is the book
of Ruth for us ioday in 18847

3. How can we explain the verse in
Deut. that states thal if ons marries a
Moabite, the following ten generations are
not a part of lerael?

4. in what particular characisr was
Boaz the “type of Christ”?

5. How do we understand that Rehab
the hariot was in the line of Christ aven
though she was not an israslite?

5. Was it right or wrong of Naomi to
tell Orpah 1o return 1o her own peopia?,
Many differances of opinions were sx-
prassed on these matters, bul we could
agres thal we have once again seen that
the Lord guides us through our life, and
that it is His will that is done!

Wirs, Lenghkeck closed the discussion
and thankad those who had participated.
Mrs. Jenny Janzen of Abbotstord, then
read a Duich posm about Huth, and also
& very aporopriate poem entitled "'God
Works in a Mysterious Way''. Mrs. Leng-
keek thanked all the ladiss who had
worked so hard o crganize the day. We
sang the "League Song” after which we
were all reated 1o & delicious coid plate
lunch downsiairg, prepared by the women
of the Chilliwack Society. We all sang
“Happy Birthday” o Mrs. Foelis Hosk-
sema, afisr which she jed us in soripture
reading and praver.

“‘Biessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us
inn Christ with every spiritual blessing
in the heavenly places, even as He
chose us in Him befors the foundation
of the world, that we should be holy
and blameless before Him.”’

Ephesians 1.3, 4

Afier relaxing a short while longer,
the chalrwoman for the afternoon ses
sion, Mrs. Aat Onderwater called the
meeting to order. We sang Psalm 113 1,
2, and 3, after which Mrs. Audrey Van-
Woudenberg read an interesting and in-
formative introduction on the group
7.EAL Women of Canada.” This group
was formed in the spring of 1983 by 12
ladies including one of our own Canadian
Reformed mambers in Burlington. The
R.E.A.L. stands for Bealistic, Equal, Ac-
tive, for Life, which indicates that it
speaks for womean as they reslly are, not
as ferninists want us to be. Some of their
aims are:

— to reaffirm that the family is sociely’s
most important unit
-— 0 promote legisiation which uphoids
the christian view of the family
-~ {0 support the right of life from
conception
{For more information see Reformed Per-
speciive magazine, June 1983—VYol. 2
MNo. 8) What if we don't join REAL
Women? Then the government-tunded
National Action Commities on the Status
of Women speaks for us. The N.AC.
ciaims to speak for ali Canadian women,
but actually they ars only speaking for
ferninists, with their pro-abortion stand,
Since no one was speaking in defence of
women who chose o remain at home,
groups such as FLE.AL. Women were
formed. In the discussion which followsd,
several gussiions and commenis were
expressed, such as;

i. Iz their constitution based on
God’s Word?

2. How affective are they?

3. in an articls by Professor Kamp-
huis given at a League Day in The Neth-
artands, 1 is staled thal women should
not become politically active. As time was
guickly running out, the discussion had
o be closed. Mrs, VanWoudenberg was
thankad for her interesiing introduction,
and we sang Hyon 501 and 8. The Clover-

dale societies entertained us with a "Front
Page Challenge’” guessing gams. Two
pansglists from sach of the other four
Women's Societies in the Valley had 1o
ask guestions o the “mysiery guest”’ 1o
determing who she was or which event
she represented. Events were: the Return
of the Kuiks, Synod of Cloverdale 83, and
thi2 10th Annual Convocation of the The-
ciogical College. Persons represented
were Professor K. Deddens, Mrs. G.B.
Wendt, and Dirk Janz Zwart, who a cer-
fain lady fromm Maranatha church ex-
citedly guessed 1o be the Popel

After a brisf general discussion per-
iud, the chairlady expressed appreciation
o the Chilliwack Women's Sogiety for all
the work they had put into organizing this
League Day. We sang Psalm 331 land 8
and Mrs., Onderwater ended with us in
thanksgiving prayer. Everyone was again
invited downstairs for refrashments be-
fore the journey homeward. We may
thank our gracious Father for bringing us
together once again 1o study His Waorg,
and snjoy Christian fellowship.

MRS, | BREDENHOF

A
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NEWS MEDLEY

Fifty, forty-five, forty — we can count our blessings again
when mentioning the brothers and sisters who received these
many years together as husband and wife. It is a good thing
that | never started menticning those who celebrate their
twenty-fifth wedding anniversary, for the list would become too
long. We are thinking of the others as well, and then specifically
those at whose wedding | was allowed to officiate. Yes, one
gets patriarchal feelings when looking at those names and
dates and when standing at the baptismal font, administering
the sacrament of holy baptism to children of parents whom |
also baptized and at the wedding of whose parents | officiated.
it is a great joy to see the faithfuiness of the LORD in the line
of the generations and to sing of it with His Church. At the same
time it is a constant reminder that time goes on and the part
of life that still lies ahead — at least on this present earth —
becomes smaller and smaller.

It is, therefore, with the more gratitude that we mention
the names of brother and sister J. Zietsma of Burlington, who
celebrate their fiftieth wedding anniversary on August 20; of
brother and sister Grijpstra of Burlington East who celebrated
their 45th anniversary in the beginning of July, of brother and
sister J. Klaver of Edmonton whose date for the same event
was July 27, and of brother and sister H. Schutten of
Orangeville who, on August 31, will remember that the LORD
spared them for one another for forty years.

Of some of the above brothers and sisters | know that they
went through severe trials, but all together will have to
acknowledge that the light which the LORD causes to shine
upon the lives of His children ultimately dispels all shadows
and that it is the experience of God’s children that nothing can
separate them from God’s love in Christ the Saviour.

May this light continue to accompany you on your journey
towards perfection,

When, after the holidays, one iooks at the big stack of
bulletins that have to be read, the impression is received that
there will be much to be mentioned and that it will become a
long medley. Every year, however, the same has to be said:
there are not all that many important things going on during
the summer months, and thus it is practically impossible to
make up for the time we had {o skip because of laziness dur-
ing the allotted weeks of holidays.

Some activities did go on, e.g. building activities. Burl-
ingion West's parsonage is being built, Smithers received a
permit for the building of a new manse, and they will be busy
with hammering and sawing right now, | presume. London pur-
chased another manse, selling the previous one, and Bramp-
ton is planning to relocate the pulpit, providing thereby more
seating capacity in the auditorium.

As for Brampton, ‘““The pulpit will be moved back about
four feet and positioned slightly off center. Cedar wood with
oak trim will be used to construct the pulpit.” The additional
room provided hereby is needed for increased seating capacity.

Brampton is in a position to increase the seating capacity
without ali too much trouble and without too great expenses.
I hope that the pulpit is not too much off-center, for the Re-
formed architecture is characterized, among other things, by
the central place of the pulpit: the preaching of the Word is
the central activity in the Reformed worship service.

The Brampton Consistory also decided that “The Book
of Praise will be subsidized in the amount of $4.00 per copy
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for children going to elementary or secondary school.”

The Ottawa Church instituted a Fellowship Commitiee
which is to organize various activities. ““Every second Sunday
of the month there will be coffee held at the church after the
second service.”” This is one of the fruits of this Committee’s
activities. It is obvious that a coffee hour after the first service
is out of the guestion, as the building has to be vacated by
10:20 at the latest. For visitors to Ottawa it will, at the same
time, be a splendid opportunity to talk with the members.

Apart from the things already mentioned regarding On-
tario Churches, there is nothing that should be related and
therefore we continue towards Alberta, reaching it in Edmon-
ton first of all.

The Immanuel bulletin contains the sentence, “It is decid-
ed to change the name Presbylery back to Consistory. This
is done due to confusion in dealing with the Orthodox
Presbyterian Church and also within our own Confederation.”
Whatever one may think of the reasons given, | am happy with
it that the usual terminology is back. This is also in agreement
with the form for the ordination of elders and deacons.

The Immanue! bulletin also makes mention of receipt of
an anonymous pamphlet, sent into the Congregation.
Anonymous submissions should be discarded without even be-
ing read. It is a cowardly way of doing things, and a despicable
effort to influence people and bodies without being brave
enough to stand for one’s assertions.

Mind vou, 1 do not know what was in that pamphlet,
perhaps it was the same thing that the Consistory here ignored
when it arrived during my holidays. However, even if something
contains the purest truth, we are still to reject anonymous sub-
missions. They do not serve the Truth.

Yet | have a question.

Does not the same judgment apply to an envelope which
was addressed to the clerk of our Consistory but bore no ad-
dress or name of sender and contained a photocopy of the
page of Immanuel’s bulletin from which | guoted above? [ do
not know who sent it, but can assure our readers that this piece
of paper went the way of all unsolicited mail. What is good for
the goose is good for the gander, we think over here.

We move on to Coaldale.

The Consistory there discussed suggestions to change the
place of announcements from the pulpit. “We now have our
announcements as a part of the worship service, because they
are made during the worship service. There is a feeling that
ordinary announcements do not, perhaps, belong there . . .
The discussion does not produce adequate reason for change;
hence, no change will be made.” :

| do not know what the Consistory means by “ordinary an-
nouncements,” | do know that there are only a few things which
have to be announced to the Congregation during the worship
service; and | also know that there should be good reasons
for it when a change is made. As these good reasons were
not made clear, the Consistory chose the proper course: just
keep going.

There was something in what Rev. Wielenga wrote that
disturbs me. No, he did not make this statement himself. He
described the reasoning of the latest Classis Alberta/Manitoba.
I trust that our brother did not make a mistake in rendering
Classis’ statemnent, although | hoped that this was not precisely
what Classis pronounced, for what | read is utterly wrong. |



do not know where the formulation comes from or how the pro-
posal became accepted; | do know that as far as Church Poli-
ty is concerned it is un-Reformed and that the synodical deci-
sion referred to is distorted in the lines which I will now quote.

Classis “‘considered that the Consistory and the minister
of Immanuel Church had made known that they would appeal
the decision of Synod at a next Synod and that Art. 31 Church
Order in that situation gives the right not to teach what Synod
wanted to be taught in the Churches.”

Would you please read this again before proceeding?

There is, as | said, in the first place the distortion of what
Synod 1983 decided. You all have the Acts, so you can ex-
amine what | say, and see whether it is the correct repre-
sentation of what Synod decided.

Synod did not “want” anything “to be taught in the Church-
es’’ except what we confess in our Confessions. Synod did
not make any {(new) pronouncement nor made any statement
as to: This is what you must teach from now on. All Synod did
was examine certain statements submitted to it for its scrutiny,
and come to a conclusion as to whether these statements were
in accordance with what we confess in the Belgic Confession
and Catechism, or not.

Now one may agree or disagree with Synod’s conclusion
and ‘‘verdict,” but what certainly is not permissible is to
misrepresent Synod’s action.

If one states — as allegedly that Classis did — that Synod
“wants’’ something “‘to be taught in the Churches,” | would
chalienge such person or assembly to make clear what, then,
the things are that this Synod has laid upon the Churches or
preachers of the Gospel.

To say that a certain statement is not in accordance with
the Confession is not imposing something on the Churches,
or telling the Churches what they are to believe and to teach.

The first conclusion is that this Classis stated something
which amounts to a distortion of what Synod decided.

Our readers will bear in mind that | base this on Rev.
Wielenga's rendering of this part of the Classical decision and
that | trust that he did not misunderstand the reasoning of
Classis.

Thus | come to the second point: this is, briefly: If you have
made known that you are going to appeal a decision as meant
here, Article 31 of the Church Order gives you the right not
to teach what a Synod says you must teach.

This apparently is the newest in Church Polity. Whatever
it is, Reformed it certainly is not; far from it!

in the first place: | would like to remind the brethren in
Alberta/Manitoba of something they all have heard several
times, something to which they even have affixed their
signature. | mean the subscription form. No, | don’t want to
throw big words around and be it far from me even to suggest
that action is needed against certain brethren, i.e. all the
members of that latest Classis. | also realize that in tense situa-
tions one simply is so pre-occupied with the matter at hand
that certain aspects are completely overlooked. For this reason
it is good that | remind the brethren — and us all — of a cer-
tain promise we have made when affixing our signatures to
the subscription form. | mean the following promise:

‘... being always ready cheerfully to submit {o their

judgment . . . reserving for ourselves, however, the right

of appeal, in case we should believe ourselves aggrieved
by the sentence of the Consistory, Classis, or Synod.”

The Form of Subscription for those who teach at our Col-
lege contains even an additional promise which should be in-
cluded in each and every subscription form. “‘And until a deci-
sion is made upon such an appeal to Synod, | will acquiesce
in the determination and judgment already passed.”

What do we promise? Submission to the judgment,
although we reserve the right to appeal the judgment.

Nowhere do | read anything of being free not to submit
to the judgment as long as | have given notice of appeal. | read
the opposite: we promise to submit but meanwhile refuse to
be restricted in our freedom to appeal. Submitting an appeal
does not give the freedom not to submit to the judgment
passed.

1 do not read anything in the Classical consideration which
points into the direction of the Synodical decision being in con-
flict with the Word of God, the Confession or the Church Order.
Only in that case it would be mandatory to say, “'Sorry, this
is what you demand of me, but the Lord forbids it; | am not
allowed to do it.”

Only in that case it would be our duty to say, “You forbid
me to do this, but the Lord says in His Word that | must do
it, see this or that text.”

Synod did not do either of the above. If it demanded that
something be taught it was only that which we confess. Of cer-
tain statements it said, “When it comes to the point, this un-
does what we confess. ‘At bottom’ they nullify our confession
in a certain respect.”

A superficial allusion to the issues in the days of the Libera-
tion and of the procedures followed at that time may impress
the gullible, close scrutiny does not leave any of it.

We proceed with news from the Churches.

At the Smithers Consistory there was a “'suggestion for
a table for the Lord’s Supper in the morning as well as in the
afternoon; it is decided not to change this, in order to have
one table for the whole congregation, and a full sermon in the
afternoon.”

if | understand this well, Smithers celebrates the Lord’s
Supper on specific Sundays only in the morning and it stays
that way.

Abbotsford is still looking for ways and means to imple-
ment the decision to start with separate services in the State
of Washington on the first Sunday in September.

“A report was brought by the Committee for preparation
services in the U.S.A. Although the Committee has been look-
ing at several places in the Sumas area, sofar they have been
unable to obtain a suitable place. Preaching arrangements
were looked into as to pulpit supply and time. The Committee
will continue its investigations.”

As for general “Valley News,” the Board of the Resthome
Society states that construction is right on target and that it
is expected that the completion date of September 1984 will
be very realistic.

Having started off with personal news, we close with the
same type of information.

The Rev. Pouwelse was immobilized by back-trouble for
some time, and had to undergo surgery. The Lord blessed this
surgery to such an extent that he could return home, there to
recuperate further. Initially not much progress was made, but
when physiotherapy came into the picture matters improved.
When we visited our brother and sister this summer they were
in good spirits and thankful for the preserving hand of our
Father.

No official news has reached us, but | heard that there
were plans of preaching at least once a Sunday.

in closing, be it made known that all four of the brothers
who completed their studies at our College this summer have
received a call, two of which have been accepied. It seems
that Ontario will reap the greatest benefits this time with three
of the vacancies filled. But then: that's where the bulk of the
vacancies were.

By the way, could we try to bring together the amount
needed o let our College remain without debis or mortgages?
By rumour | heard that this can be achieved if $100,000.00
is collected. This amounts to approximately $20 per communi-
cant member. Insurmouniable??? vO
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LITTL

Hello Busy Beavers,

Busy Beaver Michelle Dehaas wriltes:
“Here's a poem | made up:

SUMMER HOLIDAYS

Summer Holidays are fun,
They make you want to jump and run.
School is done,

Let's play in the sun,
Let's have some fun!

Let’s go camp

in a place not too damp,
let's go swim

When the sun’s not too dim.

Then we could fly a kite,

And then the next night

We could sleep in a tent,

{Make sure it doesn’t have a dentl)

in summer holidays
There are lots of ways
To have lots of fun
Since school is done!”

Vi

Busy Beaver Terri-Lyn Schulenberg painted this pic-
ture for us. Did any of you see sights like this on your
holidays?

.

The Covenant in Creation oy wrs. J. Titema

This unpretentious booklet deals with a very important part
of the Bible, the first three chapters of the book of Genesis. it is
particularly this portion of God's Word that has been under attack,
not only in the past, but especially in our days. Modernist and neo-
modernist have concentraled their assault on these chaplers so
strongly, that many have fallen for their errors. '

Genesis one, two and three are according to their opinion is
nothing else than a myth, a human presentation of how things could
have been. “Sure,” they say, “* you can learn from it, but it is no
divine revelation.” The Biblical viewpoint is ridiculed and declared
ohsolete, since science has “proven’” that it cannot be true. Mighty
man in his arrogance has the last word, not God, Almighty Creator
of heaven and earth.

Even Reformed exegetes have lost their footing in this storm,
succumbing under the devastating attacks and have joined the
ranks of the so-called modern theologians. Knowingly or unknow-
ingly these men have coniributed to an immense victory of Satan,
who first destroyed God’s beautiful creation and now robs His glory
of being the Creator of all things visible and invisible. They have
destroyed one of the foundation stones of the divine revelation
concerning our salvation, with disastrous consequences. For if God
is not the Creator, and Adam and Eve are not historical persons,
where is then the fall into sin? Then man is free from the guilt of
the original sin in Paradise and has shaken off the shackles of
being born in sin and misery, deprived of everyihing he possess-
sd before the fall. Then man is basically good and can redeem
himself. Conseguently Christ's redeeming work has lost ils
significance and is therefore denied. How gratifying it is then to
read this buok where we hear the plain language of the Bible in
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all its richness and beauty. God's faithfulness 1o His covenant
which He made with man and with creation is displayed here in
ali its glory and simplicity. Hardly anything is added to what the
Bible tells us, only it is set, and rightly so, in New Testament light.

The material in this book is intended in the first place for
children who are able to read with discretion and understanding.
Studenis of the intermediate grades and up will be able to maks
excellent use of it. That is not to say that it cannot be used with
younger children, but then some help and explanation is certain-
ly needsd.

The book is illustrated with pictures in black and white, center-
ing around main thoughis in the stories. Especially for young
children this feature will make the material more attractive and
understandable. Under every lesson is a number of questions to
test oneself whether the main contents of the lesson have been
understood. Each lesson starts again with a short summary of the
previous lesson, honowring the good rule that repetition is the
secret of all studies.

In these twenty-five lessons we find a treasury of Scriptural
knowledge. Therefore, we hope that this bookiet may come into
the hands of many, specifically, young people, because it is s0
necessary that our children simply learn again to accept what God
says in His Word. That Word is reliable and true in all respecis.
That same Word instructs us: “Train a child in the way he should
go and when he is old, he will not turn from . That is a promise!

The book The Covenant in Creation is published by Premier
Publishing, 1249 Plessis Road, Winnipeg, Manitoba, R2C 3108, It
is aiso sold by Gospel Text Publishers, 56 Grand Avenue E.,
Chatham, ON N7L 1V7 and Family Christian Bookstore, 750
Guelph Line, Burington, ON L7R 3NE&.

M. VANDERVELDE



TRAVELING GAMES

One Busy Beaver suggested this ABC traveling game:

Look for an “A” on any kind of sign. When you’ve
found the “A’ look for a “B.” Then “C” “D” "E” “F.”

Sounds easy, right?

What happens when you get to “X” “Y" and 2”7

Busy Beaver Marjorie Barendregt sends this game:

You need: ruler, markers (pen will do), cardboard.

Then:

1. Cut the cardboard to the size you want to use.

2. Using your ruler and markers, divide the cardboard
into even “‘squares” big enough to write the names of cars
in. Like this:

HOW TO PLAY IT

When you’re driving along and you see a car pass,
guickly look at the name of the car and write it down in
a “square.” You may not mark two cars in the same
square.

Have fun trying it out!

Welcome to the Busy Beaver Club Henrieita
Dewitt. We are happy to have you join us. Where do
you swim, Henrietta? Have you joined in our Big
Summer Contest?

Welcome to the Club Matthew Onderwater. | see you are
a real Busy Beaver already sending us all those riddles! How
was your holiday in Smithers, Matthew?

And a big welcome to you, too, Jacoba Harlaar. Be sure
you join in all our Busy Beaver activities, Jacoba! What are
you doing to keep busy during the holidays, Jacoba?

Welcome to the Busy Beaver Club, Hannah Harlaar. Have
you joined in our big contest already, Hannah? Did you see
it last time?

And a big welcome to you, too, Amy Hofsink. We are
happy to have you join us. How did you like your holiday at
the lake, Amy? And how did your swimming lessons go? Thank
you for the picture, too!

Hello, Joarnne Visscher. | see you are keeping very busy!
Good for you. I’'m sure the Busy Beavers will enjoy your puz-
zle. 1 think your Dad liked your Father’s Day present, am | right?

Sounds to me as if you had a very nice graduation even-
ing, Alice Van Woudenberg. How are your kittens doing?
Thanks for the puzzle, Alice. Keep up the good work!

You had lots of excitement celebrating your birthday, and
camping, too, Jeannie Barendregt. Did the weather clear for
your barbecue? Thanks for a nice chatty letter, Jeannie.

Did you have fun with your cousins from B.C., Sylvia Van
Bodegom? Thanks for your traveling game. Be sure to enter
our Big Summer Contest, Sylvial

Hello, Marjorie Barendregt. It was nice to hear from you
again. | see you are keeping busy. Keep it up!

How was your camping holiday, Cynthia Van Raalte?
Sounds like you had fun the last days of schooll Thanks for
the puzzle, Cynthia. Be sure to enter our Big Summer Contest.

Thank you for your nice poem, Michelle Dehaas. | see you
are very busy looking after the chickens and pets. Think you'll
get a chance to enter our contest, Michelle?

Congratulations on your new baby brother, Corinne
Schulenberg. Are you aliowed to help look after him? Thanks
for the puzzle, Corinne. Write again soon!

Quiz Time!

THE MOUSE

THE CORN

Sent in by Busy Beaver Jeannie Barendregt

A farmer plucked nine ears of corn and threw them aside

into a box. A field mouse found this little store and visited it

daily; but, strangely enough, although the mouse brought three

ears out of this box each day, it took nine days to remove all
the corn.

why? Answer on page 364
WHAT KIND OF TREE?

\ by Busy Beaver Joannae;.‘Visscher
leamp tree
mel tree
eplap tree
erpa tree
kao tree
eragon tree
inpe tree
veregeren tree
rif tree
yicorhk tree
heibr tres
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