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e condition for life,” one might think.
le tells us: “Life is the condition for

that believes in the Lord Jesus Christ walks in
t, because he has the life which the Saviour ob-
‘ or and imparted to all who have been freed by
Him from the bondage of satan and death!

~ When man fell into sin, he chose death, he chose
darkness, the darkness of the realm of satan. Children
of darkness are they who belong to the Satanic world,
that world which is set against God. Darkness is the
fruit of death and not death the result of darkness.

Likewise, light is the fruit of life, not life the
product of light.

Christ Jesus is our Light, for He is Life. In Him
was life from the beginning; He has brought life to
light.

Life does not exist in its own right; Christ has
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“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
For He has visited us and accomplished redemption for His people,
And has raised up a horn of salvation for us

In the house of David His servant . . ..”

CALVIN’'S COMMENTARY (AP&A) ON “.. . A HORN OF SALVATION. ..~

That is, saving power: for, when the throne of David was cast down, and the people scatter-
ed, the hope of salvation had to all appearance perished. Zacharias alludes to the predictions
of the prophets, which hold out that a sudden revival would take place, when the state of af-
fairs should have become melancholy and desperate. This mode of expression is borrowed
from the passage, “There I will cause the horn of David to spring forth; I have prepared a
lamp for Mine anointed” (Psalm 132:17). But if it is only in Christ that God has put forth His
power to save us, we are not at liberty to depart from that method, if we desire to obtain sal-
vation from God. Let it be also observed that this horn brings salvation to believers, but terror
to the ungodly, whom it scatters, or bruises and lays prostrate.

brought life. Thereby the light has ansen For hgh s_,
sown for those who are upnght of heart.

That the Light has arisen for the nataons
cause He has appeared Who is our Life. This
reason why the nations can walk in the light.

The darkness did not believe It; neither did the;
darkness overcome It.

The victory has been obtained; it is not something
of the far future, neither is it something which has to
be gained via a lengthy struggle between parties
focked in mortal combat. The promise of Genesis 3:15,
the Gospel, has been fulfilled. ;

We see the heavenly Jerusalem, bathed in heav-
enly light. For there the river of the water of life is flow-
ing. Darkness reigns outside its walls. But she herself
does not need the sun or the moon, for fulness of life
is found within her: “for the glory of God is its light,
and its lamp is the Lamb.” vO
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LUKE 1:68, 69

U fen0 Fg S 0T T D0 T D0 FIC D€ D0 FDC

a@mﬁ@@yﬁﬁ 3 ICHF ICAE I 3F IC3F ICHE IC3F IC 3 ICHEIC 3

431



The Coming
Ehrist in the

Prophecy
of Wiicah

Among the Messianic prophecies in the Old Testament
the one of Micah 5:1 has always fascinated the attention. For
what reason? Is it because in his prophesy the birthplace,
Bethlehem, is mentioned by name? Bethiehem which plays
such an important part in our representations of the Christ-
mas event? Is it because, of all the prophets, it is Micah who
brings us closest to the place where the scene is set in
Luke 27

Be that as it may, | would like to dwell with you for a
while on this wonderful part of the Scriptures in the Christ-
mas-issue of our magazine. | am not going to dwell on the
person of the prophet now. Known to us first of all as one of
the Minor Prophets, the sixth in the row, Micah was a con-
temporary of Isaiah, the greatest of the major prophets. He
was destined to live in Isaiah’s shadow, one thinks, but the
thoughts of the LORD have been otherwise. In the era of the
great Isaiah He was pleased to have another prophet appear
on the scene beside him with a message that was not just
an epitome of his message, and so to really contribute to
God's Word as we have it now, and to the knowledge of
Him Who was and is the centre of that Word: JESUS
CHRIST, Son of man and Son of God, not only for his con-
temporaries, but also for the Church of all ages. For still to-
day the Church is called to believe Christ as He is portrayed
in the Scriptures of the Old as well as of the New Testa-
ment.

In order that we may have a real, genuine Christmas
and not a feast day that does not differ so much from what
the world calls “’Christmas,”” or if it is honest: X-mas or Yule-
tide, | would like to read with you what our prophet in his
days spoke concerning the Christ to come. So let us look up
the passage, Micah 5:1-6, and read.

Those among our readers who remember the text and
division of the Bible in the Dutch transiation, will alsc recall
that in the Dutch versions a new chapter begins with the
words, “En gij Bethlehem Efratha . . . .”" Micah 5:7 was one
of those texts they had to learn by heart at school. In all the
English versions, however, it is chapter 4:14 of the Dutch
translations which leads off the new chapter, and rightly so,
because what in our English transiations is known as Micah
5:1-6 {(Dutch: 4:14-5:5) constitutes a unity: it is a text; a
whole, woven together; as the original meaning of “text” is.
If a minister is going to preach on it he ought to take the six
verses together as his text.

* ok ¥ ¥ X

THE BACKGROUND OF OUR PROPHECY

~ in taking chapter 5:1 as part of the prophecy, we im-
mediately encounter some questions. Look at verse 1a and
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you are struck by the diversity of translations presented.
A.V.: "Now gather thyself in troops, O daughter of troops’’;
A.S.V.: “Now you are walled about with a wall” {the last two
words of the text are omitted, because, it says in a footnote,
the Hebrew is obscure). The N.A.S.B. sides with the AV,
and the N.E.B. with the R.S.V. And still the number of pos-
sible translations is not exhausted, for Leslie C. Allen, for ex-
ample, in his commentary' renders: “Now you are gashing
yourself, Lady under attack.” It is not easy to make a deci-
sion in this matter, | freely admit, even upon closer investi-
gation. Because the “root” of the Hebrew word? used here
leaves more than one possibility open: It can point at “a
gathering together,” but it can also indicate “‘an administer-
ing of incisions to oneself,” and then thirdly you can think of
the idea of “raiding, attacking.” In such a case the context is
decisive. In the context of our text we come across military
terms. The daughter Zion (not: “daughter of Zion”) is ad-
dressed. The daughter Zion is Jerusalem. As in the previous
chapter in our text, Jerusalem comes into the picture again.
in what condition? As a besieged city. Strange! She who
was ‘‘a daughter of troops” in the past, a city used to equip-
ping bands of soldiers against the enemy, had turned into a
city where people flocked together, huddled together in
fear. Jerusalem was to be a besieged city. “Siege is laid
against us’’ we read in the R.S.V., which is almost identical
with the A.V. in verse 1b. That does not imply that | agree
with it in verse la, since the translation “walled about with a
wall” is based upon an unwarranted emendation of the
text.® But in 16 a siege is spoken of. We may translate more
concretely: siegeworks are raised against us. ""Against us,”
the prophet says. A countryman, a non-Jerusalemite, he in-
cludes himself among the citizens nonetheless, sharing their
fate. In the future, things will come so far that Jerusalem
will be beleaguered. The enemy prevails. When worst
comes to worst, “they shall smite the judge of Israel
with a rod upon the cheek.” The judge is the king of Judah.
That it will come to this implies that in the future the city
will be taken and the king captured. israel’s king is indicated
here as Israel’s judge. That is very meaningful. That is what
a king in Israel was, or had to be, first of all: Judge! — judg-
ing the people in righteousness; according to the standard of
the Divine Law. That was his strength and his glory. But
now, this privileged high official, used to passing sentence
on others and inflicting punishment on others, is going to be
punished himself; to be treated like a delinquent. Not so
much a painful treatment as a scornful, insulting treatment
for a king, a judge.

To whom of the kings does this apply? In whose days
has this terrible verdict come true? Some think of the king of
Micah's time, his contemporary Hezekiah, who saw the As-
syrian enemy invade his country and besiege his city. But
then the word was fulfilled in a figurative way. For Jeru-
salemn, though encircled by the Assyrian army, was not cap-
tured. The setback the country suffered was like a slap on
the cheek then, they say. When Jerusalem fell, about a cen-
tury later, in 586, it may have come true literally to the king
then, Zedekiah, who was caught by the Chaldeans (cf. Jere-
miah 39:5), Since Hezekiah and Zedekiah belonged to the re-
nowned house of David, the outlook was sombre and
dreary. That is what would become of the famous dynasty,
israel’s pride and hope. And that is the background of our
prophecy. S E ok o
THE BRIGHT PROSPECT HELD OUT IN OUR PROPHECY

Against such a background the prediction concerning




hrist, the manifestation of the great King of the
ght out into full relief, as usually happens with
stament prophets (cf. Isaiah 7; 9; 11; Amos 9).
Micah's prophecy focusses on three items: 1) The place of
-is birth. 2) The time of His appearance. 3) The character of
His r reign. Let us consider them successively.

1) The place of His birth.

““But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah . . . .” With these
words the verse, well-known to us and dear to us, leads off.
I would like to ask my reader: “What is great here? The ful-
filment of the prophecy only? Or also that the LORD had
such an all-important event prophesied long beforehand?” 1,
for one, think: the one as well as the other. The second point
ilso matters. The New Testament Church is called to sym-
nathize with the Old Testament Church in the time of advent
and Christmas, and praise the LORD that He had His people,
His church of olden times comforted in such a way that it
might take courage anew.

Jerusalem has fallen. The city, the capital, has come to
a bad end. One may say: Jerusalem lost, all is lost. Well,
where people see themselves deprived of everything to
boast of, there the LORD is going to make a fresh start. And
the people of Micah’s days were already ailowed to hear ex-
actly where God was going to do that: “But you, O Bethle-
nem Ephrathah.” Bethlehem was not a city; it was just a
town; and Ephrathah was the area, the district, in which the
town was located. In Genesis 35 and 49 the two are identi-
cal. Meanwhile we learn there that the little town was linked
up with the history of lIsrael in a particular way. Mother
Rachel had been buried there. Amidst the clan living in this
town and district, the ancestors of King David occupied an
important place. Here is where the later king, the greatest
king of Israel, had been born and brought up. Later on the
ways parted. King David opted for Jerusalem as capital and
since then Jerusalem was known as the city of David. It was
in Jerusalem that David was given the promise of || Samuel
7, about the house that the LORD would build for him. A far-
reaching promise indeed. But then after some centuries we
see the ways of David’s house and Jerusalem part. The last
descendent is led into captivity in Babel.

What about the fulfilment of the promise? Will it come
to naught? No way! The LORD is faithful. That is the con-
tinuous preaching of the Old Testament. He does not for-
sake what His hand has begun. But the way He is pleased to
fulfil it is simply divine. Where man has lost his hope for the
future, the LORD starts in His own inimitable manner of
working. Heading for the future He goes back into the his-
tory, as if He were to do it all over again. He goes back to
Bethlehem, to Ephrathah, characterized as small, small in
comparison with other areas in Judah. Please mind the
transiation: “Small as areas in Judah go.”” So, not: too small;
nor: the smallest, as the Greek translation of the Old Testa-
ment puts it. You may consider Matthew 2:6: By no means
the least . . .”" as a reaction to it, kind of a refutation to the
way the Old Testament was translated in Greek, because of
the glory imparted to it in the birth of the Christ. However,
that does not remove the fact that Bethlehem was but a
small area or “thousand” as the A.V. has.* We know the
LORD from the Bible as the GOD Who has a preference for
what is small and insignificant (! Corinthians 1). In the proph-
et's knowledge about Bethlehem as the starting point of
GOD's work in the future, we learn what inspiration is.

It obviously was the LORD Who had told His prophet
the secret of His counsel, but at the same time the LORD is

following up the line of history. Working something quite
new, the LORD is in the line of what He had been doing in
the past. The name of David is not mentioned, though.
Seemingly he is ignored. Only the name of the town, the ‘
clan, reminding the hearer of David’s humble beginnings i is
given. That suffices. What matters now is where, and es-
pecially how, the LORD found him: shepherding the flock.
“Man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks
on the heart” {1 Samuel 16:7). Well, just as it was in those
days, so it will be in the future. “From you shall come forth
for Me, one who is to be ruler of Israel.” “For me" reminds
us of the words “for myself” in | Samuel 16:1. As an other
David He comes to serve the LORD’s purpose. He is the re-
presentative of YAHWEH. He comes to be a ruler. Contrary
to the sombre prospect held out in verse 1 of our chapter,
Israel is to have a ruler again.

The indication is vague: “One”’; — no name is mention-

Hymn 62

A Johann Criiger, 1598—16‘62
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count-less gifts of love, And still is ours to - day.

2. O may this bounteous God
Through all our life be near us,
With ever joyful hearts
And blessed peace to cheer us;
And keep us in His grace,

And guide us when perplexed,
And free us from all ills
In this world and the next.

3. All praise and thanks to God
The Father now be given,
The Son, and Him who reigns
With them in highest heaven,
The one eternal God,
Whom earth and heaven adore;
For thus xt was, IS now,
And shall be evermore.

Martin Rinckart, 1586-1649
Tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1829-1878
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ed: “shall come forth” — but we do not read precisely how.
It must refer to His being born, and then there is reminis-
cence of Isaiah 11:1.

But what more do you expect? It is prophecy, confining
itself to the headlines, seldom going into details, as a histor-
ical account can do.

“Whose origin is from of old, from ancient days,”
R.S.V. renders. This is not a mark of heterodoxy. Cf. Prof. J.
Ridderbos in his Korte Verklaring: "Wiens uitgaan is uit de
oudheid, uit de dagen van onafzienbare verte.” This does
not mean that the eternal generation of the Son by the
Father is disputed or denied. No, it is a faithful rendering of
what the Hebrew words meant to the hearers and readers of
that time. What we today call eternity, looking fo the past
and to the future, the Hebrews called “olaam,” literally; time
that is withdrawn from sight by a veil, a curtain. In the
course of time the insight into the contents of the word has
been deepened. We believe that the LORD our God adapts
Himself to the level of understanding of His people at a cer-
tain time. The Church that is privileged to possess the reve-
lation of the New Testament may extend the line backwards
and forwards and speak of eternity; the way to this confes-
sion has been prepared and paved by a text like Micah 5. So
we do not agree with those students of the Old Testament
who deem that it is the dynasty of David whose the origin is
called ““from of old, from ancient days,”” and that that, then,
would be all: An ancient family. Some of them go so far as to
say that this manner of speaking betrays a post-exilic origin
of our prophecy, because before the exile you could hardly
say of the house of David that is was old. In conclusion we
can gather already: the relationship between the Son of
David and God His Father is obvious in this pericope.

2) The time of His birth.

A second aspect of the prophecy is the time of His
coming. The word “therefore” introduces rather a conclu-
sion than a cause. It is to be connected with and to be con-
sidered in the light of both verses 1 and 2. It is in the line of
chapter 4:10 where the delivery from the exile was predict-
ed. “Therefore He shall give them up.” “He"” is the LORD,
and “them’ are the citizens of Jerusalem. God will give
them up to the power of their enemies. They will be at their
mercy. They will be taken prisoner and led away into exile.
“Until.” This word indicates the great turningpoint. For dis-
tress will be but for a time! That turning point is marked by a
birth: “Until the time that she who is in travail has brought
forth.” Is it an allusion by Micah to the word of his
contemporary Isaiah in his chapter 7:14? Not necessarily, |
think. Anyway we do not know whether and in how far his
hearers were able to link up the one prophecy with the
other. Whatever the case, when we heed the way the great
event of the future is announced, we see firstly that just the
birth, the mere fact, is mentioned. By focussing on the fact
of the birth, the birth of the Christ must have been meant,
since it is only He Who can be significant to His people and
the world by His very birth. Secondly, the mother is only
mentioned in the capacity of mother, the one who gives
birth to a child. Her personality, and so on, remains in the
background. The father is passed over in silence altogether.
May one see here an allusion to the “without the means of
man’’ of Article 18 of the Belgic Confession? Again | say: Do
‘not read too much into the text, though once more | can
: gst ate that the way for what the Church confesses today con-
g he incarnation of its Saviour is prepared by a text
e c é under cons:deratson now. For it is only Jesus

Christ Who by His very birth can begin and
work of salvation. His birth introduces the new era

“Then the rest of his brethren shall return to the p
of Israel.” Subsequently, after the Saviour, the bles
of His work — salvation — is announced by the prophet
However, again a little differently from the way we are used
to putting it in the confession of the Church. Whereas every-
thing pivots there around the forgiveness of sins, Micah
points to the return from the exile. The rest of the brethren,
in this case not the scanty remainder, but rather something
like the surplus, those brothers who are to be counted in ad-
dition to the number that live in Palestine, shall return to the
latter, who live in the land of the fathers.

Now we should be careful so as not to ascribe to an-
cient Israel an earthly-minded Messianism. The “sons of |s-
rael” is a specific religious term. In the return from the exile
the favour of the LORD GOD is shown to the people. The re-
turn to their homeland presupposes a return, a repentance,
to the Lord. The spiritual aspect is not to be excluded. Dur-
ing the Old Testament Dispensation things were not all that
earthly, corporeal. Just think of Psalms like 79 and 85. With
a view to the future, especially the sombre perspectives of
chapter 5:1 and other verses, this must have been their first
concern. Just as the exile was a token of the LORD’s anger,
so the permission to return was to be an indication that her
iniquity was pardoned, that she had received from the
LORD's hand double for all her sins. For the Israel of Micah's
days, exile and return are spiritual matters throughout, and
that is how they are linked up with the appearance of the
Messiah. However, the New Testament Church realizes that
there is a so-called prophetic perspective in these parts of
the Bible. That which a prophet mentions in one breath, as if
it were to happen simultaneously, in reality could be separat-
ed by a long span of time.

3) The character of His reign.

“And He shall stand and feed His flock . .. .”" “. .. and
shepherd His flock . . .,”” N.A.S.B. renders. Flock, shepherd
— that fits very well in this context, for it calls to mind the
occupation of David when he was still a lad looking after the
sheep in the pastures around Bethlehem Ephrathah. Besides,
it was part of the terminology current at the eastern courts.
Monarchs in the ancient near East were used to expressing
themselves in this way concerning their office; they liked to
be considered as the shepherds of their peoples. And where-
as we have our own opinions about such a phraseology with
respect to an Assyrian or a Babylonian king, we may be fully
assured that in the case of David’s Son it does apply. His
church is His flock, the sheep of His pasture, and His govern-
ment is actually a shepherding. Such features make the text
attractive. Why? Because they are so idyllic? Be cautious. A
shepherd in the east had a hard job. He had to be on guard.
That is why He is pictured standing! On the alert! Watchful,
in view of imminent danger. It is not at all so idyllic. Yet we
are glad, for so the flock, His church, is really comforted. It
takes more than an idyl, an idyl about Christmas to have
Christ's Church comforted. She needs Him Who is the Shep-
herd.

Let us look at Him, how He stands there “in the
strength of the LORD and in the majesty of the Name of the
LORD.” Ali terms bear testimony to the Divine Maj
shares with His God and Father. In Christ, His envo
senger, servant, and Son, the glory and sublimity
LORD GOD Himself becomes visible. The prep
the phrases "in the strength” and “in the majest
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THE CONCLUSION THE HEARERS MAY DRAW IN VIEW
OF PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES

What remains are the verses b and 6, which are part of
the text as well, and should not be left out of consideration,
though it may seem difficult to fit them in in the proper way.
For, having enjoyed the great picture of the future, it is hard
to be called back to the present reality. Yel that is what a
good prophet does. He does not take his audience out for a
while, ignoring their present condition, talking about Para-
dise, only throwing a sop to them. No, just as their hearers,
the prophets have to face the stern reality of their times.
And they know how to answer the need.

“And this shall be peace.” The translation of the R.S.V.
is to be preferred here to that of the AV, or NLAS.B. “And
this One will be our peace.” Yet there are difficulties in un-
derstanding and explaining what follows. "When the Assyri-
an shall come into our land . . . when he shall tread in our
palaces . . . ther we shall vrau:».p aqam 1 him seven shepherds
and eight princes of men.”

CQuestions arising here are, among others: Who are
meant by “we”? Who is speaking here? Prof. van der
Woude in his commentary takes it 1o be the opponents, the
adversaries of the prophet, who are given the floor now by
the prophet. He does so more often in his book. The first
chapters of Micah are a continuous dialogue between the
prophet and his opponents in the land. In the opinion of the
latter, lsrael is not in need of a Messiah. The present king, in
power now, is a sufficient guarantee that the assauit of the
Assyrian arry will come to naught. The first line of verse &
van der Woude renders: "And this one will be at peace.” He
refers to Il Samuel 17:3, where Ahithophel says to Absalom:
“You seek the life of only one man and all the people will be
at peace.” So, King Hezekiah will receive no hurt. Moreover,
if it would come so far that the Assyrian invades our country,
well, then we have seven shepherds and eight princes of
men, namely, our allies, e.qg., Egypt, Philistia, Arabs, Moab,
and others. With their help, we shall prevall over Asshur any-
way.

Although 1 took notice of this new interpretation with a
certain interest — it is something | had never heard of — |
cannot go along with the author. Too much is implied con-
cerning the whole structure and set-up of the book. Follow-
ing him, you are in doubt about what is the word of the
LORD in Micah, and what is not.

That does not take away that there are serious prob-
lems and that | am not always s0 pleased with the solutions
of orthodox scholars. Prof. J. Ridderbos, for example, finds
his way out by positing subordinate shepherds who are to
serve under the Chief shepherd, Jesus Christ — men who
have the same position as ministers and elders today. Oth-
ers, like Prof. AH. Edetkoort, think of the Angels of the
~peoples spoken of in Daniel 10:13, and 12:1 — a figure like
Michael,” the great prince who has charge of your people.”
Th(s ‘exegesis has met with much approval, but |, for one
ho the “we"” are who are 10 raise them? Apparent-

ly, it is m‘n prophet. And | agree wath Edaikmrt ,
consciousness of his high office the prophet can speak 3
But doesn’t this derogate from the greatness ot thE hrist t«:}, ,
come? I wonder. In answer, | say thatitis a messaga )
present. Those seven or eight princes are not to serv
subordinate shepherds under the Christ, but represen the
power, symbolize the power, the psople of Isragl can put in-
to the field right now, as soon as it comes to war with Assy-
ria. | would like to consider the seven shepherds and eight
princes as a figurative manner of speaking, seven and eight
being symbolic numbers for a fullness of power. A power
sufficient to bring down the proud, valiant, ancient kingdom
of Assyria, whose origin is of old, the days of Nimrod, figure
of the tabls of the nations of Genesis 10. It is always signifi-
cant when the LORD goes back into the past so far. lt
means that He will make the ancient primeval kingdom tot-
ter and shake on its foundations. What was generally
deemed impossible will come true nonetheless. “And they
shall rule the land of Assyria with the sword, and the land of
Nirmrod with the drawn sword.”

Since the Assyrian Empire has fallen — in 612 B.C.,
with the downfall of Ninevah — verses 5 and 8 have a bear-
ing to the near future. Within a century, what was consider-
ed unbelievable, would come true. That obviously is the
LORD's doing. The LORD is the CHRIST, who long before
the day of His coming exerted such an influence on the
course of world events. A kingdom as old as the days of
Nimrod has to succumb under the sword of the kingdom of
Him whose origins are from of old — and now | say plainly
- from the days of eternity. He excels the ancient Nimrod.

This is the consolation the Church has today. | am not
going to give a political turn to the gospel as many a minister
is wont to. But | arn glad that the CHRIST of the gospel has
been prophesied with these words to Israel of olden times.
His Church knows so much better where she is with Him,
now and forevermore, H.M. OHMANN

FOOTNOTES:

TLESLIE C.ALLEN: The Books of Joel, Obadiah, Jonah and Micah

2 Hebsrew: G-D-D is: fo gather together; oi: to make incisions

G-W-D is: to raid, attack

# G-D-R instead of G-D-D

* Hebrew ‘elef = 1. an ox 2. a
can call up 4. number: 1000

& Micha in de serie De Prediking van het Oude Testament

clan 3. a number of people a clsn
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- 2o Our Readers

First a word of thanks.

No less than 282 readers took the time to return
the card which was enclosed with the issue of Clarion
of November 13. We wish to begin with expressing
our great appreciation of this cooperation. It is not so
much the fact that some 92% were in favour of our
suggestions and plans, but more the fact that so many
responded which renders us grateful and greatly en-
courages us to continue in the way we have been go-
ing and have proposed.

That does not mean that there is no room for im-
provement. The many suggestions received from you
show that very clearly. Many of your suggestions
have been our wishes for a long time, and with you
we hope sincerely that we shall be able to realize
them. Much, if not all, will depend on the cooperation
of brothers and sisters qualified in their respective
fields.

You will understand that some of the suggestions
received were conflicting with one another. What the
one praises, the other rejects; what the one would like
to see included, the other wants to see eliminated;
what the one considers to be too hard, the other en-

joys thoroughly. There will never be a magazine
which satisfies every member. There are always differ-
ences of taste, of interest, of erudition, of preferences,
and so on. As long as a magazine keeps the segments
of the membership in view and endeavours to give
something for everyone, it does what it can do in this
respect.

For that, as said above, we need the cooperation
of brothers and sisters qualified in their respective
fields.

1. When, for example, it is suggested that we in-
clude reports on political and other current events
with Reformed commentary, this is a suggestion
which we would only be too happy to put into effect,
but . . . there is already the comment that more and
different people should write in Clarion and not just
ministers! We wholeheartedly agree with that, and
pass this on to you. If you know someone who would
be qualified to take up that task, please let us know so
that we can approach him. That applies not only to
the field of politics and economics but also to other
fields. We solicit as wide a cooperation from our read-
ers as we can possibly get.

2. The editorial committee has already considered
inclusion of meditations and the increased size of our

~“magazine will certainly render that possible.

3. The one asks for more articles in the Dutch

_language, the other wants them to be eliminated alto-
__gether. Some asked for the return of “Hoek van Hol-
~land.” We think that inclusion of an article in Dutch
- now and then would not “offend’”” anyone and would
fulfil an often expressed wish of our older brothers
nd sisters.

4. It is the intention to make the column ““Mission
ews' a regular feature. We have already promised

the Toronto Mission Board that they may count on
regular printing of their reports. We also intend to tal
over as much as possible from the Mis.svon News
New Westminster.

5. As for study material and incorporation of /n
Holy Array and Almond Branch, we have no intention
to compete with those periodicals or to “take them
over.” That is the reason why we hesitate to include
specific study material. If those periodicals should
wish to cease their separate existence and have their
materials printed in Clarion, we think that a way could
be found to assure regular publication of the articles
and outlines which they have prepared.

6. We do wish to give more for our young
people, but need the men and women who could do
that. The same applies to the young children, below
the “Busy Beaver Age.”

7. The use of cheaper paper was suggested by
more than one. Apparently those readers are of the
opinion that using cheaper paper would enable the
publisher to lower the subscription price considerably.
That is a misconception! In the first place we do not
wish to make our magazine cheap-looking. As the
publisher of Clarion we would rather withdraw com-
pletely than print a cheap magazine. Besides, using
low- grade paper would not make all that much differ-
ence in the price. Per subscription it could amount to
approximately 50-75c per year. For those two or three
quarters we do not wish to cheapen things.

The cost of a magazine is determined mostly by
the number of man-hours involved in the preparation
of each issue. There is the type-setting or compu-set-
ting, the make-up, preparing of the plates, the actual
printing, folding, addressing, sorting and, not to for-
get, mailing! The average price per copy or volume is
further determined by the number of subscribers. A
periodical with eight or nine thousand subscribers can
be made available for less than half of what Clarion
has to cost. Some publications are funded by a Foun-
dation.

We wished to give to our readers an insight into
the many aspects of publishing a magazine and for
that reason wrote the above.

8. It is not our intention to reply broadly to all the
comments made. Be it sufficient to state:

that we, too, like to see the coverage of Clarion ex-
tended to all aspects of life;

that a crossword puzzle had to be omitted time and
again for lack of room;

that we can print pictures only when they are pro-
vided by someone; ;

that we, too, like to restrict contributions under a
pen-name as much as possible; ‘

that paying in installments would greatly increase
administration costs and thus would bring the
price up; ;

that publishing every week would practically double
the cost of publication and mailing, which would .
have to be borne by the subscribers;

that we shall try to keep up the good work.

Editor and Publisher.k :
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Feport on
Church Life
1976

It has been a long time since | wrote a "“Jaaroverzicht”
for (at that time) The Canadian Reformed Magazine. There-
fore, when the editor asked me to do it this time, | was in-
clined to refuse, saying | no longer know how to do it. But
when he persisted | gave in, and so: here | am!

1. As a general introduction | may say that our church-
life went on quietly. Naturally, there were some problems
and troubles, discussions and even disagreements here and
there but | think that is nothing special. After all, we all are
human, and what is more: imperfect and sinful people, who
make mistakes and have our particular faults. So, in spite of
this, we should be very, very thankful to the LORD Who, al-
so in 1976, gathered, preserved, and guided His church by
His Word and Spirit. One thing, for instance, that should be
mentioned is that none of our ministers — and some of
them are not very young anymore — were taken away. At
this moment the Rev. Werkman is ill and not able to do his
work, but, if | am well informed, he is recovering. Let us
hope and pray that he may return to his work soon.

2. Some of the churches had a special reason for grati-
tude: they could remember that it was 25 years ago that
they were instituted: March 4th: Houston, B.C.; May 20th:
Hamilton, Ont.; August 12th: Carman, Man. With joyful
hearts they celebrated this and praised the LORD for His
mercy and faithfulness.

3. As far as the increase in membership is concerned,
last year it was almost two percent. That was not much. But,
| think, this year things will not be very different. Edmonton,
for example, appeared to have been stationary since 1967!
Quite a few of its members moved to the Fraser Valley in
B.C. Therefore, in some places, an increase in membership
may be nothing but a transfer from others.

At the same time, referring to the rapid growth of Re-
hoboth Church in Burlington, and the apparent need for
sound-systems in many church-buildings, the Rev. Van
Oene made a plea for smaller church-buildings and, conse-
quently, smaller congregations — or the other way round.
He did so, not because the ministers are not able to make
themselves understood in larger churches (I myself
preached for ten years in a church with a seating capacity of
just about 1800, without the help of a sound systemt), but
because in a larger church the mutual bond “tends to be
weaker” — to say the least — and the danger of “fringe-
people is greater.” | wholeheartedly agree with his reason-
ing. In the old country | had a “wijk” of over 300 families: |
did not even know them all, although people said | knew
-everybody (which was not true)! It stands to reason that in
the ”pastoral part” of his work the minister must fall short.

The consistories are aware of this, though. Cloverdale
‘decided to split its growing church, and on June 20 the
~church of Langley was established (the old name popped up

and Neerlandia discontinued their combinatién; -
don and Watford, which had been cooperatir
sharing one minister since April 1, 1960. London :

-

cepted. Watford is asking for classical support to caﬁ
ister of their own. | hope they will get it. Ebenezer Church in
Burlington sometimes seems to be thinking of calling a sec-
ond minister. ;

New Westminster dedicated (Is that the right expres-
sion? | found it in a review of the ceremony) its new building
on June 25th. Several churches changed the manner of cele-
brating the Lord’s Supper: Grand Rapids and Winnipeg, for
example, are trying to hold it in only one service on the Sun-
days it is celebrated, while others introduced an increase in
the number of times it is celebrated from only four times a
year. Matters such as “training of office-bearers’” (Calgary’s
idea) and voting by women (Toronto’s proposal) reached the
level of the major assemblies. More and more churches abol-
ished the collections for the church — also the disguised
ones? — because they felt that what the church needs
should come from the regular contributions. | think they are
right. The collections put an unfair burden on large families
and, as one of my elders at one time used to say, the consis-
tory has better control over what everybody really contri-
butes.

4. This year the ministers were on the move, | tell you!
Or they will move shortly. Of course | cannot mention all
the calls which some of them received; | just mention some
things. The Rev. Visscher declined several calls (see above
for his present situation); the Rev. Huizinga did the same,
and finally accepted Hamilton's call. The Rev. Geertsema ac-
cepted the call by Chatham after having declined several
other calls; the Rev. Werkman went to Lincoln; Cand. S. de
Bruin to Winnipeg (in Clarion a picture was published of his
entire family); the Rev. van Rongen of Grand Rapids made a
trip to Australia to visit his children, and, shortly after his re-
turn, received two calls from The Netherlands of which he
accepted the one by Steenwijk. This must be a heavy blow
for the ever-decreasing church at Grand Rapids. Last year's
Yearbook (1975) gave a membership of 157, this year's
(1976), 127, since then, at least fifteen persons have left the
church and/or the city. So, humanly speaking, its future
seems to be dark. But, let us never forget: it is not people
who preserve God’s Church; He does, and its future is sure
— unless because of our shortcomings He removes our
lampstand from its place! The Rev. van Rietschoten is mov-
ing from the mountains of Smithers to the plains of Carman.

Furthermore, the Rev. van Dooren remembered on
March 1st that he had been in the ministry for 40 years {and
had been married for 40 years). In Clarion the Rev. VanOene
wrote a well-deserved appreciative article on him. [ was very
glad he did, for it is hard to say how much work the Rev.
van Dooren has done for the churches and how much we
owe to him. Think of the work he has done as member of
the Committee for the Book of Praise for 20 years (al thcugh
he was not the only one — | don't forget Br. M. de
who served in the same capacity all those years), his 1
for C.R.M., as well as his lecturership at the Theolcgm ‘
lege.

As you all know, once in a while the th
“get-together,” in which their wives take part, |
somebody will think: then they have a day of
have fun, of course; you should hear how




"ut at the same time, what you read
es abnut these meetings is true: they are
do | get tired on days like that! On Janu-
» first one. Dr. Faber introduced to us the
k on Dutch Dogmatics, Ons Christelijk geloof,
H. Berkhof, the well-known Dutch member of
n his introduction Dr. Faber made it perfectly
is that, on the one hand, Berkhof’s book shows the
ce of the Rev. S.G. de Graaf (the author of Verbonds-
hiedenis) — Berkhof was a student at the Reformed
ymnas;um in Amsterdam although his parents belonged to
the Netherlands Reformed (Hervormde) Church — vet, on
the other hand, in his later years (I knew him during World
War ll) he was influenced by the new theology so much that
now he has come to very unbiblical concepts about topics
such as the doctrine of Trinity. On June 15th we had our
second workshop where Mr. H.C. van Dooren, a social work-
er, delivered a speech on ""Perspectives in Helping Disturbed
Members of the Flock.” Dr. H.A. Scholtens added the need-
ed medical insights in the matter. It was a very interesting
morning. In the afternoon the Rev. van Rongen gave an in-
troduction on: “The Epistle to the Hebrews as a Word of Ex-
hortation”” (13:22). Both speeches were followed by lively
discussions.

In one respect there is not much change: | mean: there
is still the complaint about too few English sermons. Don't
we feel guilty, brothers?

5. About the work of the Mission in frian Jaya we arein-
formed by the regular reports the Vegters send (published in
Clarion); about Brazil by the Rev. van Spronsen. The Rev.
Knigge who could not get a visa for Canada (at first; later on
he got one, but by then it was too late) accepted a call in
The Netherlands and now serves the Church of Langeslag,
where he succeeded the Rev. Stam. During the summer-
months he and his wife paid a ““farewell visit” to the church-
es in Canada. Toronto made an agreement with Br. H. Ver-
steeg, who presently is studying at the College, and at the
same time is preparing for being sent out into the Mission
field. The van Spronsens were on furlough for some time
this summer and returned to Brazil; nevertheless, “the
West" is hoping to get another missionary in about two
years. Finally, the question already was raised if it is not time
to establish a sort of federation of the new churches in Irian
Jaya.

in the field of Evangelization, in the West (especially
Calgary and Edmonton), a monthly paper, “The Good
Word,” is published. Besides that, in Edmonton and “the
valley” (B.C.), they have their Broadcasts. When will Ontario
follow? (lIf possible, that is; | remember that years ago we
made some inquiries into the matter, but at that time the
costs were far too high.)

6. The work in the College went on as usual. From my
own observation | can assure you that the people who work
there do not spend their days in idleness. If | am not mis-
taken there are six students at the moment. Mr. Jack de
Jong received his Bachelor of Divinity degree at the Annual
Convocation, September 10th; after that he left for The
Netherlands to do some studying in Kampen. He himself
satd ] think at first | will have a pretty rough time because
of la ‘uage,problems'” But we heard later that he was do-
feels quite at home already. Since March 1st we
istrative assistant, Miss Ann van Sydenborgh;
ronderful job, taking much work off the pro-
d also of yours truly). Consequently Mrs.
orked part-time in this capacity left us. A

most important point is that Gen
cided to extend the study time fol
three to four years to make more tim
of the Bible languages, Hebrew and Gree
Latin. A thorough knowledge of the original
the Bible is a must. What | have seen and heard
in the U.S.A. (I lived within easy reach of Calvin Se /)
didn’t 1?) taught me the more how necessary this knowle ge
is. For a short time we had the Rev. Y.C. Kim, minister of the
First Korean Presbyterian church at Toronto, as an audltor at
the college. Alas, he did not return after the summer
holidays.

7. Now about the Schools. By the mercy of God the
parents started a Canadian Reformed School this vear in var-
ious places (next to the ones which started earlier, of
course): Coaldale, London, Winnipeg. In an article in Clarion
the Rev. van Dooren reminded us of our privilege of still
having the opportunity to do this. He quoted a letter from a
“liberal”” enemy of Christian education which showed that
some people in this country have not outgrown the 18th
century intolerance of the “liberals’ towards Christianity. He
also told of a case in the U.S.A. where charges were drop-
ped against people who had sent their children to a Christian
school. If the charges had been accepted, it would have re-
sulted in the removal of the children concerned from their
parents’ home! But on what ground were these charges
dropped? Only after a demonstration of about 10,000 people
in the Capitall Because of the storm of protest from Chris-
tians throughout the State (Ohio), these charges were drop-
ped. Otherwise the case would have been won by the prose-
cutor “‘according to the Law.” Sarcastically, the Rev. van
Dooren adds: "'This, then, is possible in the country with the
Statue of Liberty!” As a matter of fact, he also informs us
that this was only one of eight similar “cases’ in two years
throughout the “Land of Liberty.”” In B.C. there seems to be
a change of attitude towards Christian independent schools.
Perhaps in the future these schools will receive public
support, as in Alberta.

At the College, Teachers’ courses were given during the
summer-months. These courses are badly needed, because
one of the problems of our Education committees and the
teachers themselves is that those who studied here in Cana-
da did not receive a Christian training. For this reason the
College tries to help them in this respect. Another problem
is that there still is a shortage of teachers, and, consequent-
ly, quite a few boards have to manage with unqualified per-
sonnel.

The Guido de Bres Highschool in Hamilton is doing very
well. This last September the enrolment was about 200 stu-
dents. There are three Grade 9 classes, and if | am not mis-
taken, thirteen teachers work in the school. This year’s bud-
get is $280,000. A building is in the making, for which a
drive in “the old country”’ contributed more than 1,000,000
guilders! An impressive propaganda-speech for the High-
school, delivered by the Rev. Stam at a meeting in Burling-
ton, entitled: “‘Arrows in a Warrior's Hand”" (Psalm 127}, was
published in Clarion.

A matter which should not be forgotten is the retire-
ment of the first Canadian Reformed Teacher in our country,
Mr. W. van der Kamp of New Westminster. The “Orange
Courier,” the school-paper, had a “‘Special Edition”" about it.
Various old and new friends and fellow-workers of Mr. van
der Kamp contributed. Years ago — as a matter of fact
some 40 years ago — | met van der Kamp for the first time
(at a course given by Dr. K.J. Popma in Zwolle, where he,




van der Kamp, quite often was in the opposition). During the
war he worked in the “underground” and his Diary of a civil
servant was published by J.H. Kok N.V., Jan Jansen in bezet
gebied. In De Reformatie he published several rhymed
psalms and the “Courier” now informs us that “'something
over half of the Psalms in our Book of Praise are his.”” | pass
by his membership of the City Council of Kampen for the
G.P.V., and his starting a Concordance on the new transla-
tion of the Bible in The Netherlands, a work which still is not
quite completed, if | am not mistaken. Then, in 1855, he
gave up his well-paid position with the Department of Man-
power, his work as a columnist for the Gereformeerd Gezins-
blad, his membership of Kok’'s Educational Advisory Com-
mittee, to take up the work at the William of Orange School
in New Westminster. | have not seen him since then, but
one of my sons who is a teacher at the school right now,
and attends the same church, told me that, as socon as Mr.
van der Kamp saw him, he said, “The Roukema family
brought me up!” — and amiable exaggeration! Because of
the uniqueness of the fact | pass on to you what some
people who have known this man better than | did, wrote in
the above mentioned special edition:
1955 - 1976 “AN ERA”

As school society we have come to an end of an era. For 21
years Mr. van der Kamp has given direction to our schoof and in-
structed our children and even some of our children’s children. He
expounded to them the riches of God's Word and showed them
His hand in the history of His Church; he increased their skills in
reading, writing and arithmetic; he instructed them in the art of
language and spelling and at times regaled them with terrific tales
in Social Studies and Geography. He also taught them the intrica-
cies of paper-rolling in P.E. In short, he helped the parents in the
“education” of their children.

That in summing up Mr. van der Kamp's task we started with
Bible Study is no accident. Not only was this the usual subject
with which the day started, but in his instruction Mr. van der
Kamp was also motivated by the fact that “the fear of the Lord is
the beginning of wisdom’ in other subjects than Bible Study.
When the class, for instance, had spelling, he frequently used
these lessons to teach his pupils the difficult words and names in
the Bible, thereby making them more familiar with the Word of
God. The same can be said about other subjects. Whether he
spoke about “Habitat,” a word with which we have been inun-
dated lately, he related it to God's Word. He firmly insisted on
the need for knowledge of the Scriptures. He expected from stu-
dents that they would use their God-given talents to the full
Many students having passed through his division, while not al-
ways recognizing his motivations at the time, have appreciated his
endeavouring and will admit that it was from Mr. van der Kamp
that they received much of their knowledge of the scriptures and
that he showed them that God's Word is pertinent today.

We will not attempt to assess all the 21 years of this era, or to
analyze all the years that have gone by, but we wish to thank our
Heavenly Father for the gift which He has entrusted to our princi-
pal and for enabling him to carry out his task as principal of the
William of Orange, and we express the wish that the Lord will
give Mr. van der Kamp, along with his wife and family, many
more years. Years, in which he may receive the Lord’s blessing
also in the new era he is embarking on. H.A.B., Secretary

The Rev. VanOene, who was his pastor for years, writes,
among other things:

One thing stands out among all the things which | have noticed
with our brother; that is his effort to make the student become
well-acquainted with the Word of the Lord, and his constant en-
deavour to render them able to find their way in the Holy Scrip-
tures. And, although he sometimes has ideas and thoughts of
which | cannot say that they are also mine, yet | have never no-
ticed any unfaithfulness to the promise made that the whole in-
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struction at schoo! would be given in full harmony with the Holy
Scriptures and in faithful adherence to the Confessions of the
Church. The result was that, as soon as the William of Orange
School had opened its doors and the instruction began to show
its results, | could notice the difference in Catechism Classes.

Those early years were difficult. Neither the teachers of today
nor the boards of today nor the students that attend the schools
today can fully visualize the difficulties which those first teachers
had to face. A homogenous student body had to be forged from
slements coming from many different public schools and from
many different families or backgrounds. Those were the days
when a typical immigrant mentality dominated much of the con-
duct of parents as well as of children. Everyone thought that
things would go well only if they went along his lines; it was
thought that, since everyone called everyone else by his first
name, there were no different levels of society in Canada; parents
and children had to find their way in a strange country, which
brought conflicts, rebellious attitudes, a lack of respect for author-
ity, etcetera. | do not have to recall a/f things.

Add to this that the van der Kamp family, too, just like all other
families, had to adjust themseives to the life in the new country
with conditions which differed so vastly from those in the old
country {(also economically), and we can see the enormous task
which faced our brother.

The Rev. Vander Boom tells about their friendship in Kam-
pen and says:

The man who represented the Reformed people in the City
Council of Kampen considered his work at the William of Orange
School in New Westminsters a calling which he had to follow. A
calling in which he has now served 21 years. Half a generation has
passed through the doors of that school and most of the families
in the Valley have children who have studied under "“Kampie.”
We count him among the “workers of the first hour,” the first
hour in which things did not go too smoothly but they kept their
heads high and their eyes straight. He may now look back at a
time well used in the service of the Lord.

in a moving "Farewell articie”” Br. van der Kamp himself
says:

As far as | myself am concerned: | do not reveal a secret when |
state that in many aspects | do not fit in the “mainstream’ of
Canadian Reformed thought. But when | accepted the School
Society's “call,” | promised that in my teaching | would adhere to
the Three Forms of Unity. To the best of my knowledge | have,
however much | may have failed in all other aspects, by the grace
of God been able to keep my word. Thankfully | may put this on
record; not once in my twenty-one years among you has a parent
accused me of un-Scriptural or un-Reformed instruction.

8. Society-life went on as usual. The ministers had their
meetings, or rather, their workshops; the Canadian Reform-
ed students and teachers had theirs, the Men’s and Wom-
en’s societies and Leagues, and the Young People, had their
Annual meetings and study weekends in East and West.
Now that | myself am getting older and my children all have
left home | am no longer so well-informed about these mat-
ters; so | leave it at this. | am sorry that | cannot tell you
more about it, but | think the mere mention of these things
will bring back to your memory what you could enjoy in the
past year. Let us not forget that it is a privilege to have soci-
eties, and, in spite of disagreements sometimes, to be able
to discuss all sorts of issues. Here and there even a Political
study club was started; it is about time. If we do not show
any interest in things like these we will never really integrate
in this country. In B.C. a Society for the Retarded was set
up. In the Valley plans are also underway to set up a Senior
citizens’ home, just as in Hamilton — actually the latter is a
fittle different but the background is the same: care for the
elderly. In Burlington the Maranatha Homes were opened,
where at least about 25% of the tenants belong to the Can-



n among others yours truly, who at
ny had the privilege of saying something
enants. His topic was (of course): “Mara-
imgton ‘a committee set up a series of “Win-
which are very interesting and instructive. In
, the attendance could be better.
_In our relations with “others,” here and abroad, the
dian Reformed World Relief Fund made a special ap-
‘peal to help the victims of the earthquake in Guatermala,
which resulted in an offering of almost $20,000. Interest in
.formgn countries was also shown in an article on the U.S.A.
Bicentennial in Clarion. In several churches actions against
the proposed liberalization of the abortion law were support-
ed by most of our people who still believe that also an un-
born child is a child, created for eternity.

With respect to our relation to other churches, the most
important matter for now is the proposal to set up sister-

church relations with the Korean Pr
consequently, to admit to our church-federat
speaking church, the First Korean Presbyter
Toronto. Time will tell what this will bring about. A
ably | have forgotten many matters and numerou
who should have been mentioned. Please forgive m
thing | want to mention vet is that in Clarion a most
esting column was revived: a correspondence betwee a
father and his daughter{s}. | hope none of us will sktp :t m -
reading the Magazine.

10. Now, at the end of my survey | may returnto what l
said in the beginning: we should and may be thankful to the
LORD Who aiso in this past year showed us His mercy and
faithfulness by gathering, preserving, and guiding His church
by His Word and Spirit. To Him be the glory for ever and
ever.

A.B. ROUKEMA

L IS¢ fe 0 FedC 0 S0 T 20 D¢ Fe D0 e D0 T T 0 S I

& )
o 11 @
& Wymn }?ﬁ
@ , )
o LUKE1, 68-79 &
‘{ Genevan Psalter, 1549 'E:’a
€ 9 _ | | | {——— 2. He promised us that He would save Q
o fyr—F T £ 2 F & # = From all who for our ru-in wait, A

o | 1 1 ; And from the hands of them thai rave
1. Blest be the God  of Is - ra - el Against us with a warring hate;
) A
€ g — ! ! 4 t ! — To show the mercy once foretold
Wﬁ ¢ r ’ - 1 Unto our fathers, and uphold @
o < Th Lord b r ; d i - His holy cov'nant with us; @)
% ’ e Lord  who ‘“? R § 1'5 own, That He would still remember in His care (S:;,
- - ! - . | i I The ocath which He to Abram sware,
% "11*\:;: T T 1 z i L b = To benefit his seed from heir to heir. Q)
: Y Who by His gra - cious prov - i - dence !
e &
&) \"3{‘ < - } & z— 3. He spoke that He would strength command,
o Re - demp - tion un - to us made known And grant to us when foemen near,
f . I | , , That we, delivered from their hand,
¥ 1 I [ H | { T 1 H . . . .
s w— - 3 = = -, ! T Might worship Him without a fear,
€5 : = - = — 2 And walk before Him faithfully
@ With - in His  serv - ant Da - vid’s tent In righteousness and sanctity, g
A | ] i | While life to us is given.
W::ﬁ::ﬁ E ] & = - And thou, O child, so shall they say of thee, %};
‘%\) o f = ; “The prophet of the Lord is he,”
% p Has  He to - us, His ! peo - ple, sent For thou shalt go before Christ’s majesty. %
1 | i
g &Er it <,
)| T T T B
) i A horn  of f1u}l sal - va - tion; E'en as 4. Yea, thou shalt make salvation known
o  — - J}[ T 1 } § S— That we may be revived again, ' %
:@dy 1E 2 { — - - - Ca Receiving favour as His own,
% He spoke by ho - ly men of old 'II? h{ree ;fréllsjfon of our sin, P :}’
ough God's compassion and His love
% I t 1 T t . Whereby the Dayspring from above %
. = P, - 1; & 3 t i 1 Has visited His people;
D] ® 4 g To lighten them that in the darkness hide, }D
‘{ ’ Who un - to IS! -ra - el | fore - t‘j’id And in the shades of death abide;
% : T 1 t T 4 -  — i Our feet into the way of peace to guide. g
T L4 T — - H
& . J
({ How He to them His mer- ¢y would un -fold Psalter Hymnal 1957 (t}@
“%'ﬁf@@‘%ﬁ@@”ﬁf@@ 3 IC A ICRF ICE FEAE ICE IC 3 IC A IC 3 I3
441




This is a translation of an address delivered
by Dr. S.G. Huh of Busan, Korea, at the an-
nual “School Day” of our Netherlands Sis-
ter Churches Ed.

With a view to Church History, it
was a great event in the year 1969
when the Gereformeerde Kerken in
The Netherlands and the Presbyterian
Churches in Korea, which up to that
time were little known to each other,
sealed a sister relationship.

Since 1969 this bond has been in-
creasingly deepened and strengthen-
ed, among other ways by means of
mutual visits, and also through cooper-
ation in the training for the ministry.

When we look into the past his-
tory, then we begin to realize that this
relationship did not suddenly fall out
of the sky. For us, people, it was rather
sudden. But when we look back we
see that the Lord has been busy. In the
history of Korea we see the beginning
traces for this already as early as the
17th century. Although one can not
unequivocably state that one sees the
historical line of union, yet one can not
ignore historical facts. On the contrary,
do we not believe that all events that
occur in the historical world are under
the Providence of God?

In the 17th century the Kingdom
of Korea was an entirely closed land.
All contact with foreign countries was
forbidden, thus with all world powers
with the one exception of China. For-
eigners were not allowed to enter
Korea. If someone from another coun-
try did accidentally or purposefully en-
ter the country, he was not free to
leave the country.

During this time The Netherlands
was one of the first nations to have
contact with Korea. Dutch people
were by and large the first to set foot
in Korea. That came about through un-
fortunate circumstances. In the vyear
1628 a Dutch ship, that was on its way
to Japan via Formosa, suffered a tragic
shipwreck in the sea south of Japan
and Korea. Only three men of the en-
tire crew survived the shipwreck, and
these landed on an island, Chedju, just
south of Korea. Immediately they were
un by Kerean officials and taken to
tal city, Seoul. They were ask-
“miinistry of defense’ if they

age Two”

were willing to serve towards the im-
provement of the armament of Korean
soldiers, since they were technically
trained for this. In this way they did
Korea a service. One of the three was
named Jan Janse Weltevree. He was
married to a Korean girl, and even took
a Korean name for himself: Park Yon.
He gave his entire life in serving for
the defense of the Kingdom of Korea,
until finally he died in Korea. The other
two were killed in military action in the
war against Manchuria.

Although they were living in
forced circumstances, yet they were
the first Westerners who fought for
Korea as allies, and in the battle a-
gainst the enemy lost their lives. On a
page of Korean history one is able to
read this remarkable story. So already
in this early stage there was, in a cer-
tain sense, a close relationship be-
tween the nations of The Netherlands
and Korea. However, there is not
much said about this historical fact
and in the course of time it has almost
passed into oblivion. Centuries later
this relationship between the two na-
tions was renewed in the Korean War
of 1951-1953. When Korea was attack-
ed by the communists, the Dutch peo-
ple were one of the first to hasten to
send aid, and Dutch young men gave
their lives for their Korean partners. In
the western section of Busan in Korea
one finds the only cemetery of the Al-
lied Nations where the national flags of
sixteen countries fly every day high in
the sky. One of these is the flag of The
Netherlands under which scores of
young Dutch men lie, having given
their lives during the Korean war a-
gainst Communism. Thus Korea and
The Netherlands have not remained
strangers during their mutual national
relationships. Truly a firm bond was
formed.

But contact between these coun-
tries has not been exclusively on an
international level. Also in the Church
History of Korea one finds an early re-
markable contact between both na-
tions.

Twenty-five years after the first
shipwreck of Dutch sailors had taken
place, another ship named 't Jacht
de Sperwer” from Batavia suffered

shipwreck in the same

hey

the same island, Chedju. They
also brought to Seoul. There th
their fellow countryman, Jan
Weltevree, who did them a great serv-
ice as translator. Unfortunately, they
were not allowed to leave Korea. In
different provinces of southern Korea,
Sunchen, Yusso, etc., they were taken
into service. Thirteen years later eight
of them were fortunate enough to es-
cape by ship and to reach Japan. One
of them was named Hendrik Hamel,
originally from Gorkum. On his return
he wrote a Journal about his experi-
ences. In this way he gave the first in-
formation about Korea to the western
world.

The remainder of the Dutch spent
the rest of their lives in Korea. It is par-
ticularly noteworthy for us that some
of these men left a deep impression
on the Koreans. During this time there
was a great famine in which many
people died. Then the Koreans often
heard from the Dutch, “Disasters are
punishment from God.” Thus it is writ-
ten in the Korean historical literature.
in this way they showed that they
were God-fearing men. It is difficult to
discover whether or not they tried to
bring the Gospel to the Korean people,
because there is no trace of Christian-
ity in Korea at that time. But we may
assume that they were Reformed peo-
ple, for at that time The Netherlands
was greatly influenced by the Refor-
mation. In any case we may assume as
certain fact that the Word of God
sounded clearly through the talk of
these men. So one may say that Dutch
people were the first to introduce the
true God to the Korean people, even
though a Roman Catholic missionary
entered Korea along with Japanese
troops during the time of the Japanese
invasion in 1592.

During the time of the Kingdom
of Korea Confuscianism was the na-
tional religion. Thus the Korean people
did not know the PERSONAL and LIV-
ING God, the Creator of heaven and
earth. For the god of Confuscianism is
only considered as a Being behind the
universe. Even though the Dutch wer !
in a forced situation in Korea bec
of an unfortunate shtpwreck yet
let the Gospel be heard in a h
country. So one could say
sowed a seed of the Gospe
in the 17th century. One ¢
as human, the whole




Geod, Who rules over
er can one state that this

which | have related to
a clear relationship with our
r sister relationship. Yet we
ve that this historical fact bears
ortance with a view to the present-
day relationship between the churches
in The Netherlands and the churches
in Korea. Indeed, the same God Who
guided history during the 17th century
still governs the history of today.

Three and a half centuries after
the first contact, our God brought the
churches in Korea and the churches in
The Netherlands close together as sis-
ter churches. Everyone of us feels this
strong bond. We long for one another.
Each has great interest in the life of
the other. Each is eager to hear and to
know how the brothers and sisters live
and struggle in this decadent age. It is
thus in The Netherlands. This is also
the same in Korea. In this way a broth-
er in Korea, in the far East, waits for
news from The Netherlands, in the far-
away West. The “Nederlands Dag-
blad” travels via the sea route through
the Indian Ocean and the Pacific O-
cean by sea post. That takes more
than five weeks. When one finally gets
this newspaper in his hands, then he is
not really interested in the world news
on PAGE ONE. That is already old
news. But one immediately turns to
PAGE TWO with the news about the
churches and the church situation.

For that reason | wish, in my turn,
to open for you here in The Nether-
lands, “page two” with the Korean
news and now, in short, to give certain
information about how the brothers
and sisters fare in Korea.

in the first place, | am often asked
how the churches in Korea stand in re-
lationship with the government. Natu-
rally | wish to say that there is no per-
secution for the churches, and that
they enjoy complete freedom 10
preach and to evangelize. If one brings
the pure gospel and lives thereto, then
one enjoys complete freedom. Only
those who concern themselves with
the political world from out of a revo-
jutionary spirit are oppressed by the
government. One must realize that
Korea lives under the particular threat
of the communists and so is in the
situation of an armed peace. Nowa-
 days one sees everywhere a revolu-
tionary spirit wherever the liberal,
n theology creeps in. But we
y. that the Church in Korea
steadily without any persecu-

tion. In the last year more than ten
new evangelization posts were opened
in several different provinces. Here the
gospel receives a good hearing from
the people. There one experiences the
power of the gospel. The cooperation
from the sister churches in The Neth-
erlands, Australia and Canada™ for the
evangelization work is of great service.
With this | wish to mention the "Werk-
groep Ankosanri” in Groningen for her
great devotion to this work.

As far as the training for the min-
istry is concerned, | may say that this
is continuously finding progress. At
the moment ten full time professors
and lecturers serve at the Seminary
and at the College. We are always
hoping for more teachers since the
number of instructors is far too small
for the school; the enroliment stands
at three hundred students for both the
Seminary and the College, at which
preparatory lessons for the study of
theclogy are also given. The recent
visit of Prof. J. Kamphuis was ex-
tremely beneficial, particularly his lec-
tures as guest instructor.

At the College level around two
hundred students are enrolled. At the
Seminary, where the actual training for
the ministry is given, around one hun-
dred studenis are enrolled. These are
then the number of students who are
preparing themselves at our school to
go and labor in the fields ripe for the

harvest. For ninety percent of the
Korean population still belongs to
heathendom.

As far as the new building of our
Seminary is concerned, that has been
completed and taken into use. Your
hearts are also bound to this by means
of your loving contributions. Construec-
tion was begun on August 12, 1974, it
was completed more than a year later.
The church members in Korea held a
festive opening ceremony on August
15, 1975 in the large auditorium. More
than two thousand church members
flocked to Busan to take part in this
festivity. Exuberant joy was the spirit
of the day. Unfortunately none of the
brothers from The Netherlands was
able to attend. Yet we felt and experi-
enced a strong spiritual bond.

One saw there not only a beauti-
ful new building on the outside. But
underneath one saw the wonderful
binding together of God's people,
who, called by one Lord, work towards
one goal, namely the upbuilding of His
Church,

When you enter the main en-

trance of the new building, you see
immediately in front of you a bronze
plaque on the wall. The following is in-
scribed on it in both Korean and Eng-
fish: “This building was built with the
help of the Gereformeerde Kerken Vrij-
gemaakt in The Netherlands and with-
the contributions from the Presbyieri-
an Churches in Korea,”

This small plaque speaks of much
more than what is written in such brief
words.

From it one can learn that there is
one Church called by the Lord and
bound to the same truth.

Therein one sees the wonderful
communion of God’'s people, called by
a heavenly Father from different na-
tions to live under His grace. There
one sees the true, ecumenical Church
which lives out of the same Word of
God and which works together for the
upbuilding of His Church.

So our sister relationship is not
just an external formality or nothing
more than a decoration. On the con-
trary, our sister relationship is a living
and real communion with each other
in which we share spiritual posses-
sions. We long for each other. We are
always seeking each other. We work
together. So together we serve for the
ecumenical upbuilding of His Church
according to His good pleasure in this
decadent age.

5.G. HUH

* The cooperation from Canada mentioned
here is the work of the Ebenezer Canadian
Reformed Church in Burlington. Once every
month a collection is held and proceeds
sent to Korea for the support of the evan-
gelization work done on Chedju island. Rev.
Cho has been laboring here among the
heathen since August of 1975 and hopes
that a self-supporting congregation will be
established there in three to five years.

Translator: (Mrs.) Femmie VanderBoom.
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' In order for us to develop the cor-
rect approach with the retarded we
should be able to learn from errors
_made in the past. In the early days atti-
~ tudes of hopelessness and revulsion,
~ ignorance and fear led towards gross
neglect of the mentally retarded. They
were left unprotected and allowed to
roam the countryside, or they were re-
strained at home or confined to jails.

Around the middle of the 13th
Century, after years of mistreatment
and neglect, a wave of optimism de-
veloped. This was based on the belief
that the mentally retarded person
could be cured. With special help and
in the security of a family-type resi-
dence, offering a temporary Boarding
situation, the child could benefit from
expert and intensive attention. Eventu-
ally he could be returned to his own
environment and function as a normal
person. Sad to say, this optimism soon
faded away, and it was learned that
many of the retarded would require
life-long care and supervision.

In the 1880’s another attitude set
in. The retarded person was now re-
garded not as one who needed special
schooling to return to normalcy, but
he was one who required care. and pro-
tection. Retarded persons were then
being moved into large institutions.
What started with good intentions
turned into a nightmare of human be-
ings packed into huge storage spaces.

~ These institutions became overcrowd-
ed and poorly managed, and they
began to fester and develop their own
~ problems of crime and indecency. This
_had such an impact that these institu-
tions, and the people in them, came to
~ be regarded as being responsible for
~ many of the social evils in society as a
whole. It is striking that the pattern
described above followed almost the
same time trends in most of the coun-
_ tries of the Western Hemisphere.
~ Here in Ontario any significant
anges in the handling of retarded
children were not made until around
1950's, when the government be-
ntroduce policies which would
the size of the institutions, and

Bless the Little
Shildren .

OUR OBLIGATION TO THE RETARDED

increase the types of care that could
be provided for these people. The On-
tario Government forged ahead with a
number of programmes, and also
made available large sums of money
to stimulate local initiative in this area.
This also meant that the adage of ““He
who pays the fiddler calls the tune”
was becoming more of a reality — the
State would become more critical of
admission policies, and the emphasis
would be more on making the retarded
person more useful economically. The
Government’s desire to not allow re-
tarded people to mope around in large
institutions, but to get them out into
society, was couched in nice words
which spoke of giving these people a
more meaningful existence and im-
prove their self-image.

There is some fear that many of
the smaller centres that have been es-
tablished in recent years subscribe to
an approach that cranks the people
back into the community as quickly as
possible, and the new programmes fail
to build a firm base for ongoing care
and support. This is somewhat remi-
niscent of the new hope which was
raised in the middle of the last
Century, when it was felt that retarda-
tion was just another social evil and
could be remedied through proper ed-
ucation and instruction.

The greatest lack in these new
programmes is that there is little or no
emphasis on exposing retarded people
to the real meaning of life. It has not
occurred to the experts that, also for
the retarded, we have to provide rea/
meaning, which comes from knowing
the full nature of the Lord’s redeeming
work. This goes far beyond all the sci-
entific insights that are being geared
to providing more effective ways of
behaviour modification and social en-
gineering.

It is easy to spout off against the
obvious shortcomings of others, but
when we look at our own record in
helping the retarded we must all feel a
twinge of guilt. It was astonishing to
hear from one member of the Steering
Committee in Ontario that there are

more than twenty ret
the Canadian Reform
this province. But the
tally invisible. Only the
close relatives are pamfuﬂ
the misunderstandings of of
their frustrations in having c
preciate the dilemmas of raisi
tarded child. Combined with
the difficulties of integrating ther
ed into a caring community whicl
only be a community which profe:
that Christ is Lord. Yet, with the r
strategy and organization much ca
done to raise the awareness of
members. This has happened in H
land where in our sister Churches an
organization called “DIT KONINGS-
KIND" has, in the past five years, blos-
somed from a group of fifty members
to a staggering membership of close
to ten thousand. This has also happen-
ed closer to home in some Evangelical
circles. An organization called “CHRIS-
TIAN HORIZONS FOR EXCEPTIONAL
CHILDREN" declares that it is soundly
based on the Word of God. ““CHRIS-
TIAN HORIZONS” has been providing
a most successful camp programme
for retarded youngsters, and in the
next month or two will be opening a
residence for retarded females in the
Waterloo area. It has also come to our
attention that in Alberta our brothers
and sisters are cooperating with others
to establish an organization. In British
Columbia, “BETHESDA, THE CHRIS-
TIAN ASSOCIATION FOR THE RE-
TARDED,” is planning to purchase a
home. This Association has most of its
support from Christian Reformed
people but it may also have support
from some members of the Canadian
Reformed Churches.

No organization or concerted ef-
fort can be successful if we cannot
open our hearts to what it means for
Christian parents to be given a retard-
ed child by the Lord. We can only sur-
mise that the initial disappointment
and resentment must be overpowering
for such parents. We can also rejoice
with such parents who turn to God to
provide the answer to their acute di-
lemma and learn, in a new and unique
way, to present also this child as a liv
ing sacrifice of thankfulness to tl
Lord.

One of the pamphlets?* distribt
by “CHRISTIAN HORIZONS" cont
a father’s confession that he had
mind himself of certain di
which would enable him to h
correct orientation to his retarde
These directives can be par
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to the retarded

ew the retarded not just
ctive of the now, but in the
iity. We must see them as
whole and perfect in Christ,
must make every attempt to pre-
em for a glorious eternity of fulfill-
__ment with the Lord.
 Second. We must seek, with God's help,
~ to give our retarded children all the edu-
cational, physical, social, and spiritual ad-
~ vantages that are within our grasp to
give.
Third. We must also help parents of re-
tarded children to remain sensitive to the
needs of their normal chiidren, and help
them to be careful not to short-change
them while serving the needs of the
handicapped child.

The writer’'s emphasis on
problems with children is not uninten-
tional, but this does not mean that
problems with retarded adults are less
significant. The issues involved in the
growing up process in normal chil-
dren is relevant to the retarded person
growing to adulthood. These people
may feel the same need for independ-
ence and to find an existence outside
their family of origin. This process can

L FecsacfdcTacic

be painful both for the person and the
parents, and this might be an area
where much of the direct support from
the brotherhood may have to come.
We may need to consider the impor-
tance of providing boarding situations
for such people. There may be possi-
bilities for some of our tradesmen to
take a retarded person on as a helper
and provide him with understanding
and guidance. Encouraging the retard-
ed to develop a degree of independ-
ence is highly appropriate in view of
the fact that at some point the parents
may not be able to provide the same
care, and that a time will come when
they will pass from this world. Another
possibility would be to provide these
people with a kind of residence where
they can stay for shorter or longer
periods of time to receive support and
care in their difficult period of growth.

A number of suggestions for ac-
tion will be provided, and these might
perhaps lend some thrust to some of
the discussions which have been initi-
ated in our own circles.

What about forming an Associa-
tion? Yes, it certainly makes sense to
organize our own people to accentuate
the Christian concern for exceptional
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2. The Lord our God is King of kings,

3. The wedding of the Lamb is here,
The day has come.
His Bride is dressed and waits for Him
To take her home.

. She has been given clean white linen

{The linen is the Blessed’s deeds
Of righteousness.)

. The guests have come from North and South,
From West and East.

How blest are they who are invited

to His feast.

or handii::abpi
each other

planned and make am
expenences of other gmu

ningskind.” The Assocsataon ~should
have parents of exceptional children as
its strongest base, but it should also
seek the advice and support of spe-
cialists and professional people who
are aware of the Christian mandate in
this area.

Whom should such an association
serve? Such an association should fo-
cus on all exceptional children, al-
though it ought to have a commitment
to provide more of a direct service to
the retarded (possibly by way of sum-
mer camps, and eventually setting up
a residence). With the broader focus
the association would become an ad-
vocate for all exceptional children and
their parents, and it will be in a posi-
tion to indicate the kinds of special ser-
vices which could be provided within
our Church communities, and our Re-
formed schools. The association might
also be in a position to assist parents,
teachers, ministers, and officebearers
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Let us rejoice.
Be glad and praise His Holy name
as with one voice.
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/ which will not allow
mise any of our beliefs
les. Referals might be made
al testing and clinical inter-
which will establish the proper
is, and assist in formulating
reatment plans.

/hat about funds? Most of the fi-
support may need fo come
_our own people. However, we
ould also be attuned to all oppor-
es to exercise our rights as citi-
s. Some effort should be made to
velop expertise in understanding
Government legislation, and the vari-
us possibilities of Government sup-
ort. Once again, the underlying rule
_of thumb is that we do not leave our-

selves open to compromise.
~ Who will be the workers? Much
need to be done to recruit people

Summary of the responses on the re
YES YES h
no comments with comments no comm

Ontario 57
B.C. 21
Alberta 12
Manitoba 5
Others 1

Total 163 96
GRAND TOTAL — YES 259 - 92% — NO 23 - 8%

COMMENTS: Include:

. political and other current events with Reformed commentary
b. more truly Reformed articles
c. occasional article in the Dutch language
d. articles on Bible topics for Bible study societies
e. only news in News Medley
. simple language articles only (one reference to Prof. Ohmann) .
g. more for the Young People
h. meditations (Schriftoverdenkingen)
i. other writers besides ministers
j. material from other (Canadian Reformed) publications
k. articles on practical topics — everyday living
1. more for children (e.g. a story)

m. Young People’s News (mcorporate I.H.A.; editors East & West)

n. Mission News (complete bulletin) .

0. weekly crossword puzzle

p. serial story (in English)

g. serial story (in Dutch)

r. good Christian reading (e.g. poems) . ...

s. only upbuilding letters-to-the-editor

t. a question and answer column

u. bring KriTiKus back — 10 times better than C|d

v. church news from other churches (i.e. United, Baptist, etc.) .......

w. more articles on various subjects in a similar style to Country Walks

x. articles about “The Church’ — same idea as Schilder in “De Kerk” and
"Ons Aller Moeder”

y. more photos of church members in their daily activities and church related
activities

z. more Book Reviews

Exclude:

a. Dad and Jean
b. “Anonymous’’ articles

who have the sensitivity and the ability
to work with exceptional children and
~ adults. The association, if and when it
is formed, should stimulate a sense of
calling especially among the young
people, who may be able to direct
their studies and their interests toward
careers in working with exceptional
eople in our own Churches. There
should also be ample opportunity to
“provide volunteer support in many dif-
ferent ways — helping out in camp
programmes, providing temporary re-
lief for parents, encouraging Christian
mployers to reach out, etc. In devel-
ping a cadre of volunteer workers we ¢. Dutch articles
ould be able to make good use of d. News Medley
some of our older brothers and sisters Other-
o may be looking for a meaningful a. Use cheaper paper
eoccupation during their retirement. b. price out of line compared to similar papers
‘Undoubtedly many of the readers c. present content is enough to read every 2 weeks (besides all the other

ave suggestions to add, and literature)
may even be critical of the ap- . people will start reading it together if the price goes up
that is being advocated. It is - we have enough to pay already for chu_rch and school
at these people will come out - printon the fron? page instead of wasting it on a picture
L nese people wi . permit payment in 2 installments
odwork to contribute to the . use larger type in some places
that has been started. stop picking fleas from each other
e |ttle children, O Lord, es- . hold subscription campaign, including gift subscriptions
se whose minds are clouded . publlsh every week, but with fewer pages
hese children through the you don't have to print 20 pages — 3 of them are advemsements :
and help us to surround

‘and care in early and later

realize that it is only a little

ow and the time of the

hen we will alt have a
perfect body.

.C. VANDOOREN

Favourable comments:
a. e.g. “Keep up the good work!”
b a few others:
1. “We are all in favour of making Clarion a weekly magazme
dlfference
2. "We very much enjoyed articles the way Prof. Ohman '
3. "I am looking forward to the time that Clarion will
with double the coverage (50 pages), touching upo '

onal Children ing truly Reformed, whatever that may have to




Diear bvothers and sisters,

Last month we told you about the
problem of getting people to come 1o
take medicine in time. This month this
problerm resulted in the death of thres
people. Around the 8th of Septernber
Kayamanop came with  his  wife
{Ambunop) and child (Hawanop, 3)
back from the jungle. Mother and child
being very thin, came to us for medi-
cing from the 8th-17th of September.
Then suddenly on the morning of the
20th we heard that Ambunop had just
died. So we went over 1o the house
and found the mother dead and the
child barely alive, laying on the father's
lap.  Although the mother wasn't
buried vet, we could persuade the
father to go to Kawagit with the child.
Two helpers were found that were
willing to go along. The fact is, that if
you leave at 9 a.m. from Manggelum
by prow, you can still get to Kawagit
the same day, arriving there at approxi-
mately 5 p.m. {at 6 p.m. it is dark).
That afternoon we buried the mother.
In the evening, around seven o'clock
suddenly the helpers were at our door
to say they had turned back. The child
had died underway, just past Sawagit.
The next morning we heard rumors
that the child was alive, so over we
went and “she had come to life again”
was what everyone told us.

Again we talked about going o
Kawagit, but the father didn’t want to
go anymore. He said “Let it die and
we'll bury it here.” We arranged to
have the child brought by others, io
which he agreed and so they were on
the way again. The child stayed in a
coma for several days and died in
Kawagit on September 24th of malnu-
trition.

The third death was guite a shock
for us. It concerned a woman that had
worked for us several times, we knew
her well and we both were fond of her.
She was pregnant and left Tor the jun-
gle about two months before. Occa-
sionally we would ask others: “How's
it going with Dinggawop?’ and they

would tell us: “Masih ada di hutan”
{she’s still in the jungle). Then, all of a
sudden, on September 18th someone
told us that Dinggawop had died. We

that she wanted to have the

baby close to the kampung, but her
hushand  didn't agree. Finally they
started to come back, bult on routs
lstilt a day's walk from Manggelumi
the baby started to come. Of course
they waited for the baby to be born.
Due to complications however, the
mother died about one and a half
weeks after the child was born.

Fight now the child {a healthy
babw girl} is being taken care of by
another woman. Because she is unable
to nurse the child adeguately, we pro-
vide some bottle feeding and the child
is doing very well. The fathes of the
child i‘ still in the jungle .

"""" I'he above has been mthe; length-
y and I'm not planning o write things
like this all the time, but | think it's
geod that you do get a picture of what
happens regularly. Especially arcund
here, where the mission has not been
for very long yet.

Besides all this sad news, there's
also reason to be glad and thankful.
We know that our Father in Heaven
who takes life, also gives life and in
that He blessed us richly this month,
On ZGK grounds 2 missionary babies
were born this month! On Septernber
1h a son for Mr. and Mrs, Vander-
Lugt in Kawagit, named Gerrit and on
September 20th Monica, a daughter
of Rev. and Mrs. Haak in Borna. Both
babies were born in Senggo, but all
have returned home again and every-
thing is going fine.

Further we had another pregnant
woman in the kampung namely
Ablanop. Before she left for the jungie
to deliver her child we spoke 1o her
husband (he understands Indonesian,
Ablanop doesn’), to make sure they
wouldnt go very far into the jungle
and to please let us know fast if any-
thing would go wrong, so that we
could arrange help. Fortunately all
went well and after about a week the
rmother returned with a little baby girl.
Obviously we were very thankful, and
we hope and pray that also in these
matters the people may receive more
insight in these matters then be willing
to accept our help.

it was not all that busy in the
kampung, this month. People were
slowly returning from their August-hol-

idays, Une week szimnst everyone Eeﬁ
for Sawagit, where a Sawagiter mar-
ried a wornan frorn Manggelum. Sev-
eral pigs were killed and a big feast
was organized. In a week like that you
don't get much wark done around the
house or at the strip,

Regarding the strip: three survey-
paths have been made, of which the
last one seems usable, This path we're
rmaking a little wider {15 ft.) and we're
trying to see how long we can make it
without hitting a stream, a hill or such
like obstacle. Some 250 meters are
dore now, which is about half of the
required length.

Also another visit was paid 1o
Butiptiri this month. Rev. D.J. Zand-
hergen {frorm Kawagit) went together
with our new missionary for Kouh,
Rev. 1.B.K. DeVries. Also present was
the nurse Miss Greet Euwerna to take
care of the medical end of things.
More about this visit vou most likely
will be able to read in the near future.

From now on Reverend DeVries
hopes to wvisit Butiptiri regularly. We
are thankful that Reverend Zandbergen
has been willing 1o help us in the time
past.

I our Juldy letter | mentioned that
delegates from the Reformed Churches
of Sumba were planning to visit our
churches here on the missionfield.
Well, on Septemnber 28th they {2 min-
isters and a teacher-evangelist) were
flown from Sentani to Kouh. They will
tour all our mission-stations, after
which a combined meeting is planned
in Kouh, between them and most of
the workers here,

This month we've also been pre-
paring for our first short guru-course
to be held in Manggelum, but more
about that next time.

Regarding the situation in the
village: work on the new school has
now begun. The framework is pretty
well finished. After the roof is on, part
of the workers will start on the house
for Guru Yohan Bakai. From the Sawa-
git-gury | heard that also there work
on a new school has started. Because
the old school is being used as church,
the schoolbenches are not holding up
very well,

We again noticed that the mail
service can be very irregular here. On
Septemnber 15th mail was brought o
us by walkers from Kawagit. It was the
first mail after a period of 5 weeks and
then it sure makes you thankful to “be
in touch again.”

BRAM and JOANNE VEGTER
a47



Letter to Eid

Dear Cid:

Most of the time | do enjoy there-
marks which you make in your col-
umn, and usually | agree with them.
The last time, however, | had to dis-
agree with many of your statements.

Mind you, | fully agree with you
that we have a calling also in political
respect. It would be an anabaptist
stand if we withdrew from “public
life,” content to be in our own small
corner, “‘and let the rest be damned.”
We have a duty towards our country
and our nation and are here on this
earth not just to make money, to have
a comfortable and sheltered life, at-
tend Church at regular times, and even
not be bothered when establishing
and maintaining our schools. There is
no difference of opinion between you
and me as far as this is concerned,

There is, however, a difference
especially in two areas.

You state that we cannot cast a
ballot in civic elections due to the na-
ture, basis, and policies of the existing
political parties.

And in the second place you urge
the membership to form a political
party, a “federal” political party, if |
understood you well. And that is then
to be the best way in which to fulfil
our political calling.

Sorry, Cid, but | have to disagree
with both those statements of yours.

REPRESENTATION

It is already quite some time ago
that | wrote a little article dealing with
proportionate representation. That, as
you may know, is the system in The
Netherlands and in many other coun-
tries. We have, as you do know, a dif-
ferent system, a system of regional
representation, district representation.
| greatly prefer our system above the

Letters-to-the Editor

Dear Mr. Editor,

I am writing in response to the
“Letter-to-the-Editor” in the Clarion of
November 13, 1976, or more precisely,
to the reply given to that letter.

To say the least, | was very puz-
zled by the answer Br. S. de Bruin re-
ceived to his letter.

I've looked up the News Medley
Br. de Bruin referred to in his letter,
and you indeed did write this state-
ment the way he said you did.

I must therefore agree with Br. de
Bruin, that your summary is somewhat
misleading.

I must admit | did not read the
bulletin from which this summary was
taken, but that should not make any
difference here.

Then why this short “No | don’t”
answer, not short and to the point, but
rather short and insulting.

 Because even if you were right,
Mr. Editor, which you are not, your

brother in Christ, Br. S. de Bruin de-
serves better than that.

Your brothers and sisters in
Christ, readers of this magazine, de-
serve better than that.

And last but not least, our chil-
dren which we encourage to read our
magazine, deserve better than that.

For such a reply does not show
that love which is expected from usto-
ward God and our neighbour.

This, Mr. Editor, is the reason why
I'm so puzzled with your reply.

With brotherly love,
E.J. SCHULENBERG

E R

According to “Webster,” “misleading”
means: fallacious, deceptive. The
same dictionary gives as synonyms:
deceitful, fraudulent. Was what [
wrote really that bad? | was asked to
agree with such qualification. I did not,
nor do I right now. VO

Dutch system. The latter ha
ed the “shortest way tow
ship,”” and we see it in
Political parties can count or
number of votes throughout the y
(give or take a few thousand du
fluctuations) and once they have band-
ed together and come to an under-
standing among themselves, they set
their policy and continue year after
year without having to be afraid that
they will be "toppled.” The ‘“‘Red-
Romish” coalition of the post-war
vears in The Netherlands proves that.

When, on the other hand, you
have the “‘district representation,” the
possibilities of change are far greater
and those elected will be more careful
and listen better to the ones who have
elected them! A party never knows
how many members they will see elec-
ted to the next parliament or legisla-
ture. Just look at the province of Que-
bec and what happened there!

There is another aspect.

When you have proportionate
representations, the elected represen-
tatives, for all practical purposes, rep-
resent only that segment of the popu-
lation by whom they were elected;
they represent more their party. But
when you have district representation,
the elected representatives are far
more aware of it that they represent
all the people in their riding.

| have experienced it that, on the
provincial as well as on the federal lev-
el, the honourable gentlemen who rep-
resent the riding in which | live do not
deign themselves too high to reply
personally to your letters and pleas for
help or to your thoughts and wishes
about their duty in specific cases. |
have experienced it that they are will-
ing to listen and promise to use their
position to promote the cause you ad-
vocate, when they are convinced that
you are right.

To whom are you to appeal in the
case of proportionate representation?
To the party chief, high and mighty?
To the central committee which may
be more concerned with issues than
with persons? And what do they know
about your local, regional, or — in the
case of a federal party — perhaps
even of your provincial problems,
apart from the main issues? ‘

In the case of proportionate
resentation you have very little,
communication with “your’”
sentative.

And: for district repr
you do not need a large poli
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~ ““THERE IS IN CHRIST NEITHER
~ MALE NOR FEMALE.”
~ Jesus Christ has been sent by the

Father to undo what sin had destroyed
in God'’s beautiful creation, to bear the
punishment for that sin, and to restore
life. This certainly is true also of that
part of life where sin had its starting-
point: marriage.

This redemption of Jesus Christ
was already prepared and prefigured
in the O/d Dispensation. The position
of the women in general and of the
wife in particular among God’s Cove-
nant people differed greatly and in
principle from that in the nations
“outside.”

" For lsrael it is, ‘‘Honour your

father and your mother.” “‘Honour,

your mother?!” A thing unheard of a-
mong most nations. Sarai was like a
queen, and the mothers of lIsrael’s
kings had a place of great honour. In
the genealogy of Israel several women
occupied a place of honour. Some
were prophetesses, like Deborah, Mir-
jam, Hulda and Anna.
And most of all: a woman would
become the mother of the Saviour.
Jesus Christ came to deliver
woman from sin and from the punish-
~_ment or results of sin. “There is in
_ Christ neither Jew nor Greek, slave
nor free, male nor female” (Galatians
- 3:28). With a view to being delivered
_there is no difference between man
and woman, husband and wife. Both
re set free from the bondage of sin. A
istian marriage is a marriage set
from the bondage of sin.
What the New Testament preach-
about women and wives meant no
an a total upsetting of the pre-
conditions. And no wonder,
d the redemption of Jesus
to have any meaning for
wives!
ADICTING HIMSELF?
udy the New Testa-
Paul, about the rela-

Priovity in the Life
of a Christian Wife.

tionship husband-wife, the result
seems ambiguous, contradictory.

On the one hand he stresses the
(restored) equality between husband
and wife, as members of the body of
Christ. Women share in the charismas
or special gifts bestowed upon the
Church. Acts 21:9 mentions four
prophetesses, the daughters of Philip.
According to | Corinthians 11:5 wom-
en pray and prophesy in public (of
course in pubilic: in the privacy of her
home she would not need a veil).

In the following verses of this

chapter Paul states that, indeed,
woman was made for man, and not
the other way around, but he continues
(verse 11), “Nevertheless, in the Lord
woman is not independent of man nor
(1) man of woman; for as woman was
made from man, so man is now born
from woman.” (These words certainly
express some form of equality: “as . . .
so....”
This “as . . . so .. .” receives a
much stronger emphasis where Paul,
in the same letter, chapter 7, preaches
complete egquality between husband
and wife in the most-intimate relation-
ship of marriage, i.e. sexual inter-
course. Let Paul speak for himself.
“The husband should give to his wife
her conjugal rights, and fikewise the
wife to her husband. For (!) the wife
does not rule over her own body, but
the husband does; likewise the hus-
band does not rule over his own body,
but the wife does” (verses 4, 5). Each
other’s equals, that must be the con-
clusion. Put that next to Genesis 3:16,
“and he shall rule over you” and you
see how Jesus Christ has set the wife
free from that specific “rule” as pun-
ishment of woman's sin.

We are confining ourselves to
marriage-relationships, — otherwise
we could dwell on the fact that the
apostle granted women quite some
activities in the life of the Church and
propagation of the Gospel. We need
only mention Romans 16, and mention

the name of Pris
(1) in the Gospel; al
were “‘enrolled” {I Ti
and then we wonder
make the same use of fer
as Paul did. But that would
outside the scope of our topic.

This on the one hand, resto
of equality in the marriage.

Yet — on the other hand — P
reminds the women repeatedly o
fact that woman sinned first &
misled man; therefore she shall n
have a position of leadership. Wome!
shall not teach in the Church. The Ne
Testament does not have room for
female preachers, teachers and over-
seers. They shall “keep silent.” The
wife (Ephesians 5) shall be submissive
to her husband, and obey him.

Does this not contradict his teach-
ing of equality as expressed in | Cor-
inthians 77

The answer is “No.” Three things
are to be noted here. -

First, we must maintain that
Christ has delivered us from the
punishment of sin. The fact that the
husband is the head of the family,
does not mean (and certainly not in a
christian marriage — and that is what
we are talking about) that he shall
“rule” over his wife as meant in
Genesis 3:16. The wife is restored to
her original position as ““wederhelft” or
partner.

Second, Jesus Christ, in redeem-
ing us, most certainly does not break
up the “natural” relationships in life.
Paul did not even abolish slavery, but
sent Onesimus back to his master
Philemon. However, the latter has now
to receive his runaway slave as a
brother in Christ! “No longer as a
slave, but more than a slave, as a
beloved brother” (verse 16). We are
not Anabaptists who reasoned, “be-
cause we are children of the kingdom,
we no longer need obey the “worldly”
authorities.”” Children are brothers an
sisters of their parents “in the Lor
but that does not free them fro
honouring their parents, and so or
Equally, the freedom in Christ does n
dissolve the marriage; the priority
man remains. He was created fir
woman was made for man, n
other way around. The hust
mains the “primus inter par
first among equals. How
does Paul describe that
passed passage of Eph
should be the very cen
for Holy Wedlockl).




as Christ loved (past
ive His life} the Church
nself up for her. You hear
sou? The husband has “to
life for his wife.” Again,
hat with Genesis 3:16. The
and shall nourish and cherish his
. And then Paul quotes Genesis 2;
“cleave to his wife and they become
~0ne flesh.” There is, I'm convinced,
_not a single woman, wife in the world
~ who would not gladly be submissive
to such a husband; as gladly as the
Church is submissive to Christ. The
question is, whether all {christian) hus-
bands answer this description . . . .
Third, one should keep in mind
that during this dispensation the results
of sin will never be completely erased.
That goes for all relationships, also for
the most ideal christian marriage.

CONCLUSION.

From the biblical evidence we are
entitled to draw, first, the conclusion
that the priority in the life of a christian
wife is the "First . . .” of the Form for
Wedlock. She is, and she has to be,
the "wederhelft,” the partner, next to
{and not “under’} her husband. She
has to be that in both parts of the
{original) mandate. Together they have
to be fruitful and multiply. Together
they have to have dominion. Just as
the Creator made it in the beginning. If
that were not true, Jesus Christ would
not have accomplished his Father's
mandate.

This does not exclude a division
of roles and tasks, as prescribed by the
“natural” {I prefer “‘creational’”’) differ-
ence between male and female, For
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2. Fear not, said he (for mighty dread
Had seized their troubled mind);
Glad tidings of great joy [ bring
To you and all mankind.

3. To you in David’s town this day
Is born of David’s line
A Saviour, who is Christ the Lord;
And this shall be the sign:

4. "The heavenly Babe you there shall find
To human view displayed,
All meanly wrapped in swathing bands,
And in a manger laid.’

5. Thus spake the seraph; and forthwith
Appeared a shining throng
Of angels praising God, who thus
Addressed their joyful song:

6. ’All glory be to God on high,
And to the earth be peace;
Good-will henceforth from heaven to men
Begin and never cease.’

N

glo - ry shone a -

ahum Tate (1652-1715)
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the wife the beanng of ch rer
the husband to "make a livi g" for the
family. Yet, not as two different jobs!
A wife who does not show intel st in
her husband’s business, and is unable,
or unwilling, to discuss with him all
things that interest him, or in which he
has to be interested, does not live up
to her mandate. The husband who
leaves his wife alone in managing the
children (“none of my business’)
breaks the ordinance of God. Both are
“together” in both parts of the man-
date.

But — apart from that — it should
be stressed with all strength, that a
wife, a marriage, is in for trouble, if the
wife is “only mother,” or anyway (and
even} “first mother.” The order of the
Form should never be reversed. “First”
remains first! Jay Adams says beauti-
ful things about that in his book on
Christian Family Life. A crisis is bound
to come in a marriage where the wife
is s0 wrapped up in the care for her
(“her?”} children, that there is hardly
any time for her husband. He is and
remains the first in her life, as well as
she in his life. Any deviation from this
priority-rule endangers the marriage.

By the time he comes home, she
should not be running around, un-
organized, sloppy and untidy. She
should “adorn herself for her husband”
who (maybe) all day was surrounded
by neatly dressed secretaries, or other
ladies, who are on the lockout for an
affair. Equally, the husband should
“cherish” his wife, bring some flowers
home every now and then; retain some
flavour of the honeymoon. | even
suggested in the discussion that it
may be good to enjoy together a glass
of sherry before supper. Some shook
their head, fie, fiel what a frivolous
dominee . . . . “Helemaal niet degelijk

i

You just try it. Would anyone
make me believe that there are no dull
marriages among ‘“‘us”? We do not
need to agree with Ann Landers who
wrote recently, I can’t give you any
figures on the number of couples
whose marriages are hanging together
with safety-pins and Elmer’s glue, but
| can tell you there are more poor
marriages around than good ones —
by a long shot. Especially after ten
yvears . . . .” Okay, it may be better,
much better among true believers
{which is not always the same as be-
ing both members of the true church).
But no one can make me, after forty
years of pastoral experience and coun-
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‘that started already

oon, when what we

in | Corinthians 7, was

practice. Here we return

“cleave together

ne flesh.” | do not need to be

licit (especially not after the

from a young lady, writing, “my

her blushes only when | ask some-

1g about this, and my grandmother

~ everything ‘“onder de wollen
en....”

~ Are you still “in love” with each

er? You can only be, if you live up

o the “First . . . of the Wedding

Form.

Talking about sex-education, the
topic of today. The best sex-education
is, if and when the children see that
~mom and dad are still in love with
~ each other. THAT REMAINS FIRST, IN
~ ALL MARRIAGES, ALWAYS.

We happen to know many older
couples. You know what? A number
~ of them lead dull lives. Why? Because

they never practiced that “priority”
that we have been talking about all
along The wife was only mother, and
now the children are gone . . . and
hey don't know what to talk about
gether. Her life is so empty. The
days are so long . . . . Isnt it terrible.
That's what you get, ladies, if you
betray the priority in your life as a
christian wife. It can be beautiful and
wonderful, after you have accomplish-
ed your most-important task in life:
bringing up your children for the
ORD, and then be together again,

ust the two of you, cleaving to each
ther, having a full life together. It may
n become the most beautiful part

ur life, because your love has

~and matured. But don't expect

hat will be your joyful lot, if,

all the years of having your
around, your husband was

one in your life (the same

"nrse for the husband, but |

me, before the final con-
e back my steps for two

old (but | can haidly
is “preached” among
is only meant for
at kind of non-
such “teachers”

‘then come together' agam." O boy!,

that’s even art apostolic command . . .)
| have, for several years, adopted the
role of marriage-counsellor; every
minister should do that. | have learned
that it is high time that we step down
from our (Anabaptistic, and therefore
certainly not God-pleasing) steplad-
ders, and give our young couples
some sound advice in this respect. |
cannot forget the remark of Dr. K.
Schilder, in a sermon (of all things)
that God rejoices when His children,
male and female, "‘cleave together and
be one flesh.” Stretch out that honey-
moon over the years, as long as you
can. No, as long as you live! Stay
love.” Be each other’s partners. That's
the greatest blessing you can give to
your children.

Second, talking to the ladies, now
you realize that preparation for a God-
pleasing, and thus happy, marriage
life, means more than being a good
cook, sewing, baby-care and the like
(sure: all these things are most neces-
sary, and if our Reformed (High)
Schools do not realize their calling in
this respect, they are not ‘‘Reformed”’
the way | see it). But . . . that is not
enough. You will have to be a “part-
ner” to “hubby,” esteemed ladies (or:
sisters, if you insist), and therefore
anything that you can pick up during
your preparatory years, developing
your talents the LORD has given you,
will pay off with double interest, when
you (and here is again your “priority"’)
have to help and assist your husband
in all things that belong to this life
(and, of course, to the life eternal). If
you cannot talk intelligently with
“hubby’’ about anything that interests
him, you're a failure, sorry.

Now the final word: a successful
marriage life depends on your hus-
band. The husbands were not at that
League meeting. But | hope they take
the trouble to read these lines. If the
husband not only nourishes but also
cherishes his wife, his “bride of the
wedding day,” and, remembering ev-
eryday, that the Lord, with His own
hand, gave to him this wife; gives
“honour to the wife as the weaker
vessel,”” your wife will be all too happy
to be submissive to you, because
there she finds her happiness, and this
will be a proof to her that she, living
up to her priority as a christian wife, is
“filled with the Holy Spirit"” (Ephe-
sians 5:18).

G. VANDOOREN

of the American Re |
Grand Rapids, Michigan
call extended to him by
Steenwijk, The Netherla

REV. M. VANBEVEREN

of New Westminster, B.C. d
the call extended to him by the |
dian Reformed Church at Guel
tario. :

* % #

REV. J. MULDER

of the Canadian Reformed Churcl
Cloverdale, B.C., declined the call ex
tended to him by the Church of Smitl
ers, B.C.

* X *

REV. J. VISSCHER

of Coaldale, Alberta declined the ca
extended to him by the Canadian Re
formed Churches at Langley, B.C. an
London, Ontario.

* ¥ %

CANDIDATE J.P.D. GROEN

Groningen, The Netherlands decline
the call received from the Church a
New Westminster, B.C. for mission
Brazil.

* ¥ *

CANDIDATE J. DEJONG

wishes to inform the Churches tha
due to increased course requirements
it has become impossible for him
finish the projected courses by Ma
1977, and he will, for that reason, ni
be available for call until further noti

New Address:
Clerk of the Church at Chatham On
tario: F. Westrik
69 Thornhill Crescent,
Chatham, Ontario N7L 4M2
Phone: (519) 351-1982
* % % !
New Address:
CANADIAN REFORMED

Meeting place:
Trinity United




t looks like the storm has petered out a little. At

 least | did not see any new point of view in the Clari-
on of November 13.
What | did see however, was that the Rev.
Stam and the Rev. VanDooren had the same trouble
as we had. You are in good company, dear. | hope it
gives you some comfort.

But joking aside, you should read and study
those articles. There is quite some similarity. People
seem to pick on some of the minor things and leave
the main theme alone. Also, some seem to have
trouble reading. Coloured glasses, weak eyes, or just
plain lack of education, | don‘t know what the cause
of it is, but some read “yes” when it is “no,” read
things that are not there, or completely overlook the
things that are there.

| am enclosing a letter | received from your
cousin Diehard.

He wrote some nice things, but seems to have
overlooked completely that you wrote: “As Canadian
Reformed people we have many things to be glad
about, and not the least is the new Guido de Brés
High School, added to the many Christian elemen-
tary schools already established.” He apparently did
not notice either that | told you to “enjoy what you
have in privileges and blessings, including the
school ., for he wanted me to come with
grounds that it is wrong to pull all our forces
together to build a Reformed Highschool. He wanted
me to sit in judgment over those three reverend
gentlemen and say who is right and who is wrong. |
would even have to prove it. Well, I'm sorry for him,
but I did not think that it was my task to do that and
besides that, | do not have the qualifications for that.
The next thing he said was that | am “always talking
about Christian schools.” That gives him a funny
taste in his mouth. He’d rather speak about Reform-
ed schools. Apparently we have different ideas a-
bout the meaning of the word “christian.” In my
opinion a school that is not Reformed /s not Christian
either, but of course opinions may differ.

Letter to my Daughter

| do indeed know the stories of the Ol
ment where the Israelites mixed with the Canaanite.
But | was not talking about Israelites mixing with th
Canaanites, but just the other way around: Rahab,
the harlot; Ruth, the Moabitess; Uriah, the Hittite,
and many more, mixing with the Israelites. You
know, talking about “funny,” this same cousin who
gave such a beautiful example of confidence and
faithfulness when he said that the Lord will provide
the means to buy another car, apparently seems to
think that the Lord, all of a sudden, is unable to look
after His own business when it comes to education.
Does he think that he himself has to save his chil-
dren? Monica had a different experience.

Your cousin also accused me of writing that
0.1% make an obsession or idol out of our schools
and he figured out that this was an awfully small
number to make such a fuss about. | don't know
what “fuss” he’s talking about, nor who is making
the fuss, but | do agree with him that it is an awfully
small number and therefore | warned you not to be
too worried or too concerned about those few. How-
ever, | did not say that 0.1% made an idol out of our
schools. Your cousin made a booboo there. Or
should | say: “He lied”? If | say it that way, at least |
don't “walk around the hot porridge.” That would be
what you call “straight talk,” but | think we all
should keep in mind that it is very human to make a
mistake, and we would not right away, like that
other famous animal, jump on the oat-chest.

One thing | cannot understand. Unless it was
for the privilege of being able to sacrifice for the
schools, | cannot figure out why your cousin left the
old country. There were churches, there were
schools, and, at the time, even over there it was still
possible to sacrifice for the schools. And he left that
to come to a country where there were no schools
and where the Lord did not even have a church left

Well, Jean, I think that is enough gossip for one
day.
Love, Dad.

|

Consulaat-Generaal Der

- Nederlanden
ONSULATE GENERAL OF
{E NETHERLANDS
EET E., TORONTO M5C 1C3
JONE: 364-5443

het studiejaar 1977-
“studie aan een Ne-
f hogeschool willen

beginnen, moeten zich (uiterlijk 1 Januari
1977) aanmelden bij het Centraal Bureau
Aanmelding en Plaatsing (CBAP), Postbus
888, Groningen.

Aanmelding dient te geschieden op een
formulier verkrijgbaar bij de afdeling onder-
wijs en studie-voorlichting van het Min-
isterie van Onderwijs en Wetenschappen,
Postbus 28, ‘s-Gravenhage.

Tevens zal een vragenlijst worden gezon-
den waarmee inlichtingen kunnen worden

gevraagd of de gevolgde buitenlandse
vooropleiding voldoet aan de Nederlandse
vooropleidingseisen. .

Aanmelding voor het volgen van hog
beroepsonderwijs in Nederland die
spoedig mogelijk plaats te vinden bij
stelling waarbij men denkt te ga:
deren.” : ‘

DE CONSUL-GENERAA

(G.C.M. BARON VAN




i ountry Walfs

Without going in detail we all know that the coming of
the white men to this continent wasn't favourable to its
_native wildlife. The disappearance of the Great Auk, the
slaughter of the buffaloes, the diminishing birds of prey, the
annihilation of the passenger pigeons and the pitifully few
whooping cranes left are only a few examples of the results
of the white men’s greed.

Yet, although unintentionally, their arrival has been a
boon to at least a few members of animals and birds.

| am not referring to the thousands of skunks and
raccoons inhabiting the wooded ravines and gullies of Tor-
onto and who partly survive and multiply by scrounging
through the garbage pails, but to birds like the robin and the
horned lark.

The horned lark was never observed in Southern On-
tario until the land was cleared; strictly a bird of the wide
open spaces like the prairies it is as much a part of our local
rural bird population as the juncos and cardinals.

The robin needs no explanation. Seeing how they're
part of our lawns and gardens during nesting time, we can
easily imagine how handicapped they must have beenwhen,
except along riverbanks and a few natural clearings, the
whole of Eastern North America was one great forest.

| could name more cases, but just would like to name
one more: the ruby-throated humming bird.

" It seems strange to realize that even before white men
arrived these tiny birds hovered around the wild flowers and
that they didn’t depend in the least on the cultivated flowers
the settlers brought along and which are the only flowers
we, in general, see them hovering about.

Every living creature is a marvel in itself, but to study
the ways of the hummingbirds is reason enough to stop and
ponder the miracles of Creation and to bring homage to its
Maker, especially as scientists are unable to explain so many
questions about this minute bird.

The only one of its kind found north of Florida and east
of the Mississippi, it has left over four hundred of other
hummingbird species behind while a few venture along the
Westcoast into B.C.

As with so many other migrating birds the humming-
birds, too, leave the tropical area where they’'ve spent the
winter, when the food supply is abundant. Yet it undertakes
to journey thousands of miles on its two-inch wingspan to
reach its nesting grounds.

Without any doubt the coming of the white man with
his imported trees, vines, shrubbery and flowering plants
has been a boon to them, but how did they succeed in
__making this tremendous journey before?

It we go through the list of the flowers in our gardens
nd also those growing in the wilds, we'll find that each kind
s created and designed to attract, with special pleasing
tures, those insects upon which it depends for pollination,
esulting in the discovery that plants can be divided into bee,
ly, beetle, wasp, butterfly and moth flowers. Most flowers,
e milkweed on which | once counted six different
ts, do cater to more than one particular insect but some
ch a way depend on the one insect that, if it doesn’t
‘some reason, the plant just is prevented from pro-

Draining the columbine’s horns of plenty

A host of white and yellow flowers like the twining
honeysuckle, the nicotine plant, the lillies, moonflowers and
evening primroses either by their scent or, if that isn’t pres-
ent, by their bright colours solely attract the night-flying
moths. A jack-in-the-pulpit will only attract gnats while the
provincial wild flower of Ontario, that beautiful spring flower-
ing trillium, due to its carrion scent is only able to appeal to
the flesh-flies.

But certain flowers do not attract insects at all. Not
even the great bumblebees, moths or butterflies with their
long tongues are able to drain the nectar out of the long
tubes of the wild colombines for instance. Although bees
have been observed to bite holes in the tips of the horns of
these flowers, it is obvious that, since the flower doesn’t
receive any benefit from this procedure, the bees just aren’t
legitimate guests.

And here is where the hummingbirds come in. The old
sayings tell us that hunger will make raw beans sweet and
as it is true that, if necessary, any flower secreting nectar
could serve the hummingbird, it doesn’t waste much time
on such flowers which are easily drained by other insects.

It is rather amusing to visualize how a bumblebee or
butterfly would go about trying to get at the nectar of a
columbine; their weight alone would cause them to hang in
an upside down position; a difficult position for a butterfly
with its weak legs and also hard for its tongue to unroll itself
upward. The bumblebee, clumsily stretching its tongue in
the crooked tube wouldn’t be able to reach the nectar either,
with its straight tongue unable to go around the bend.

But the hummingbird, sucking with its wings in motion
and able, by flying backwards, sideways or up and dqw
can position itself in such a way as to direct its beak into any
flowertube no matter at which angle. It also has a further
advantage in that it can, after inserting its needle-like bi
the flower tube, run out its tongue in any direction to lic
the last bit of hidden nectar, a feat an insect cannot perf

It is a well-known fact that hummingbirds prefer
orange flowers especially those where the nectar is
away in long tubes where the regular insectmot
visit. Although many a time | have seen them al
white climbing beans or, as this fall, vying with so
a planter with balsams which had escaped th




was settled the flower they de-
non-stop the five or seven hundred
e Gulf of Mexico, was the coral honey
g the wooded hillsides and thickets of the
es in April it was a vine strictly depending on
eep g its numbers. The hummingbirds gratefully
on the nectar would unknownngly pollinate the
nd other birds during the return journey in the fall
d eat the berries and drop the seeds over a wide area.
With a broader and more northerly range than the coral
ey suckle the painted cup or Indian paintbrush was in
m along the streams during May and also was a flower
rictly catering to the hummingbirds. A little farther North
~ and partly overlapping its flowering season came the grace-
ful wild Columbine with its five inverted red and yellow
_horns of plenty with at the ends the smaller tips where
- nectar was secreted strictly for the hummingbirds’ benefit.
. And after these had faded? Appearing in July came the
_ bright-orange and brown-speckled jewelweeds. Fringing the
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‘Promotie

Er zijn in ‘t leven van die dingen,
vertederende herinneringen,
gezegden, half vergeten dromen,

die plotseling weer boven komen,
doordat opeens de gang van zaken
ze uit hun half slaap deed ontwaken.
't Is nu zo 'n jaar of twaalf geleden,
'’k Had met mijn dochtertje gebeden
haar lekker ingestopt in bed

en mij nog even neergezet

om een verhaalije te vertellen

en dan weer naar mijn werk te snellen.
In dat verhaaltje kwam alras

een “oom” voor, die professor was.
De kleine informeerde nader:

“Wat is dat, een professor, vader?”
Ik had mijn antwoord gauw gereed:
“lemand die bijna alles weet.”

“0” zei meteen die kleine zus,

“net zoiets als een opa dus!”

Zo heb ik toen voorgoed geleerd,
hoe of een kind een mens taxeert.
Dat ’s niet een kwestie van prestaties,
maar allereerst van generaties.

Een vader is een hele “ster,”

maar opa overtreft hem ver.

De vader mag studeren, schrijven,

ja elke soort van werk bedrijven:
_hoe ijverig hij zich betoon,
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streams and covering the damp
woods they were and probably still :
of nectar for the hummers as they bl
time in fall when the frost blackens thel
with the Columbine, the jewelweed, too, hic
a curved horn made available only to the hummi,
those tiny insects able to crawl right in. .

More wild flowers were and still are arounc
benefit of the hummingbirds. | could name the Oswego
or the trumpet creeper or the cultivated flowers we h
our gardens like the nasturtiums, the cannas, the salvia
balsams, scarlet runners, fuchsias or gladioli, but just the
that these tiny sprites could perfectly look after themselves
at a time when this part of our world was covered with a
green canopy of trees solely because wild flowers were in
bloom at the right time and place makes us the more rever-
ent for the Maker of us all.

COR TENHAGE ’7

de opa spant de kroon.

Enfin de tijd heelt vele wonden,
dat heb ik vaker ondervonden.
De kinderen worden groter en wijzer
en vader langzaam aan wat grijzer,

en eindelijk komt dan wel de dag,
waarop hij “promoveren” mag

en zomaar door de gang van 't leven
zowaar tot opa wordt verheven.

Hij wordt dan zonder moeite of zweet
met hoger waardigheid bekleed;

't kleinkind geeft hem een nieuwe staat:
zoiets als een professoraat.

(Maar ’k denk, dat hij zichzelf beleert:
Je wordt toch al een ouwe vent,

je voelt je jongeling misschien,

maar 't is je heus wel aan te zien

dat toch de tijd is voortgeschreden

en ook jouw jeugd lang is vergleden:)
De jaren gaan als een gedachte . . . .
Maar in de kringloop der geslachten

en in de wisseling der tijden

die komen, rijpen en verglijden

en die hun tol van ieder vergen,

blijft een ding vaster dan de bergen.

Ik heb het zondag weer gehoord,

dat simpel en ontzaglijk woord:

't Verbond met Abraham, Zijn vrind,
bevestigt Hij van kind tot kind.
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sy Beavers,
Christmastime again! That’s not hard to see, is it?
~ Christmas lights, Christmas colours, glitter and glow
- But Christmas is not just what we see . . ..
What is Christmas?
Christmas is a GIFT!
“For God so loved the world that he GAVE his only
n, that whoever believes in him should not perish but
have eternal life”’ (John 3:16). »
That Gift of God is more wonderful than we can ever
imagine!
The Son of God born as a humble baby, in a stable.
Born a King yet hung on a cross!
Born to save His people from their sin and bring them
back to their Heavenly Father.
, And because of this great Gift of God we receive ALL
~good things from Him! Do you remember the “Count your
Blessings”’ quiz we had one Christmas?
All these good things come to us because of the one
Gift of God, our Saviour, Who was born a little child to make
us too children of His Father.

* K K K K

Above the Stable

Above the stable, Lies an Infant,
Angels sing, Meek and lowly,

Inside the manger, Lies a Sovereign’
Lies a King! High and Holy!

Thank you, Busy Beaver Henrietta Stieva for sharing
this Christmas poem with us.

Sometimes we forget at Christmas, when we think of
Him as a child, that the Lord Jesus really is our King, too!

E R R I O

That was the first poem. But you know, Busy Beavers,
ave our own poets, too! Here are two Christmas poems
ou from Busy Beavers Sylvia Jans and Michael Wilde-

: : Jesus was born
In the town of Bethlehem
~ where the babe was born,
ng in the manger
on the early morn.

Christmas time
me is coming soon
sing a very nice tune.
rember Christ’s birth:

»m the things we did bad
, very mad
n us

true one, at that! Busy Beaver Cor.
My Best Day in 19;
My best day in 1975 was on Chri
lots of fun. We planned to go to my au
were overjoyed about it! When it was Chrisf
the wonderful story about the Lord Jesus being
Then we went home and played for a while
and did the dishes so fast that my mother was sur

aunt’s house. At 15 minutes to 3 we went to mv
house. My father drove very fast and we got there sool

When we got there we all said “Merry Christmas

| played with my cousin Charlene. We played a
time! Finally we ate! We ate turkey and many other g
things. After we ate we helped our aunt do the dl
There were very many! ‘

When we were finished my 2 brothers and my
cousins had to go to bed. We had to play together. It w.
fun!

We had many candies and goodies to eat. My Dad,,
Uncle, and my Mom were telling stories about when th
were youhg.

When it was 11 o’clock we had to go home. My broth
ers had to get out of bed.

We rode home in our car. When we were home aga
we were snug in our bed.

Doesn’t Corrie’s story make you feel thankful for the
good things we enjoy at Christmas? And all the time really

There are many of God's people in the world today who wi
not be able to stop their work this Christmas day. They will |
not be able really to celebrate with joy the birth of our Savi
our. We should never forget to BE thankful and to SHOW
our thankfulness.

QUIZ TIME

The Bright and Morning Star

In Revelation 22:16 we read, “‘l am the root and the o
spring of David, and the bright and morning star.” The Lol
Jesus is called many wonderful things in the Bible. Ca
fill in the points of the star?




De Gelder has a quiz for you called:

 The Life of Christ
tried to kill Him.
Joseph, and Jesusfledfrom ____ to

Y returned andwentto .
reigned after his father’s death.

times by the devil.
betrayed Him.

8. The Jews brought him to who washed his
___hands of the matter.

9. The Lord Jesus was crucified on

Unscramble
a quiz for you from Busy Beaver Anita Meints.
1. hheieNam 6. bwreHes
2. kkkaaHub 7. ggaaHi
3. eehadrim 8. OanmRs
4. onJh 9. emnatalsitno
5. ssaohaiseTnnl 10. aPsnilhipip
Who Did It?

1. Who brought the good news to the shepherds?

2. Who beheaded John the Baptist?

3. Who denied Jesus?

4. Who betrayed Samson?

5. Who betrayed Jesus? ___

6. Who armed his soldiers with lamps, trumpets, and pitch-
ers?

7. Who built the first great temple at Jerusalem?

8. Who returned from exile to rebuild the walls of Jerusa-
lem after the Babylonian captivity?

9. Who preached the sermon on the day of Pentecost?

10. Who entered a chariot and explained the Scriptures to an
officer?
11. Who climbed into a sycamore tree to see Jesus pass by?

12. Who anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped them with her
hair? I

13. Who stopped a man from killing himself?

14. Who used his Roman citizenship to save himself from a
beating?

15. Who brought spices to anoint the body of Jesus?

- 16. Who escaped from his enemies over the wall of a city in
abasket?
17. Who walked with God and was taken to heaven?

18. Who made ameal foranangel?
- 19. Who set up a monument in the middle of a river?

From the Mailbox

~ Now, Busy Beavers, with my mail came a let-
r meant not just for me, but also for YOU. Here it
ve a nephew in Holland who is seriously ill.
be nice if he could receive some cards

from the boys and girls in Canadk

His name is: Wietze de Haan

address: Kaatsveld 20
Drachten (Fr.)

The Netherlands.”

| think too, it would be wonderful if Wietze rec

some cards from you Busy Beavers. Don't wait for o

do it! Send YOURS soon! (And if you know of someone

who is ill for a long time, you know we are always happy

let the other Busy Beavers know, and give them a chanc

send cards.)

Now for the rest of the mail!

Welcome to the Busy Beaver Club Marieke Geertsema
We hope you will really enjoy participating in all our Busy
Beaver activities! You really had a different way of celebra-
ting your birthday, didn’t you? We hope you will really like
your new home. Write again soon, Marieke. ‘

Of course you may join the Busy Beaver Club, Marion
Overbeek. And we hope you, too, will enjoy being a Busy
Beaver. Sounds to me as if you really are a Busy Beaver with .
all those hobbies and pets to look after too! Bye for now,
Marion.

And a big welcome to you, too, Arthur Pieterman. We
hope you really will enter all the contests and take part in all
our activities! Write again soon, Arthur.

Hello Shiela Klaver. Welcome to the Busy Beaver Club.
We hope you will enjoy joining in all our Busy Beaver activi-
ties. | can tell you are a good Busy Beaver already — what
with a poem for us the first time you write? Bye for now,
Shiela.

Thank you for a very nice, neat letter James S/aa. And |
really like your poem! I'm sure the other Busy Beavers will
like it too. Keep up the good work, James.

Hello Betty Aikema. It was nice to hear from you again.
And | really like your story and poem. Write again soon,
Betty.

You did very well on your quizzes, Sylvia Foekens!
Keep up the good work. Did you enjoy doing them? Is your
teacher better again, Sylvia?

* ¥ X K X

Last but not least, it is time for birthday greetings! A
very happy January birthday and many happy returns of the
day to all the following Busy Beavers from Aunt Betty and
all the other Busy Beavers. May the Lord guide and keep
you, and us all, in the year ahead!

Dirk Barendregt January 1 Walter Geurts  January 19
Brenda Kobes Debbie Hartman 19
Nick Mans 3 Jackie Hordyk
Cathy Wendt 3 Henrietta Selles
Gerlinda Buist 4 Aneta Van Seters
Albert Bultena 5 Clarence Blokhuis
Nancy Van Raalte 5 Yvonne Byker
Anita Qosterhoff 9 Dianne Holtviuwer
Kenneth Vanden Haak 9 Hilda Tams
Debbie Knol 11 Henrietta Veldkamp
Nellie Knol 1 Vera Vandenberg
Marian Lof 1 Judy Jansen Van't Land
Helena Blokhuis 12 Diane Breukelman
Joan Veldkamp 16 Janette De Haas
Ena Beyes 17
* ¥ K X %

To you all, Busy Beavers, and to your familie:
and blessed Christmas. With love from y.



3E PERSONAL”’

/anDooren, — am not in a posi-
speak expertly about the Two
ts | recommend to the attention of
ose among us who know about fi-
ances, are businesslike, and so on;
hat’s why these lines are written; —
_am in a position to write these lines
_ because it is not an oratio pro domo; |
am not asking anything for myself; the
problems to be mentioned are not
mine.

Okay then.

‘“‘SHARE IN ALL THINGS"’

The New Testament, even on the
basis of the Old Testament, is not un-
certain as to the right of those who la-
bour in preaching and teaching, to re-
ceive their living from those who hear:
the congregation.

The Reformed Churches have
understood this.

With one exception, however.

Part of the minister’'s salary is
“free living” or “free parsonage,” of-
ten including heating, tax etc. That's
nice for the minister because that part
of his income is not taxable.
~ But, what did | say there? "“Part of
his income?"' Yes, that's how it looked,
all those years of his ministry, on the
yearly budget: “For the minister,” and
then, part of it straight salary, another
part, superannuation, another part:
‘payments etc. on the manse, plus tax.

Again: was that his income, real-
ly? Yes and No! Yes, inasmuch as he
had free living, all those years, — but
No, because not a penny of it was or
' became his; he leaves, or retires, and
_has nothing. Now it becomes clear
that the congregation was during all
iese years building up a sizable equi-
for itself, the best investment: a
nage, bought or built for under

0 one had a house of

ow nearly everyone has,

g minister!

? No, it isn't. Unwit-

es involved in a letter-
g each other by the

Roints ToPonder

Therefore the suggestion: let in-
come be income. The Churches
should enable a minister to build up
his equity by paying him the whole
salary and /et him keep it!

| realize the problems for the start.
But, at least, the churches should start
with the young ministers. Several oth-
er churches do that already. A solution
has to be found (by others, see intro-
ductory remarks) to help, for a start, in
a downpayment, etc. Tax-conse-
quences have to be calculated, but it
must be possible to become ‘fair’ in
this matter: let your minister share in
everything, also in a house-of-his-own,
just like you and everyone with you
has, or is going to have.

‘““CARRYING PENSION”’

Referring again to the opening re-
marks, a way must be found to a-
chieve that it does not make any dif-
ference, either for congregation or for
minister, to call, and accept a call,
when the minister-in-question is, let’s
say, around 60 years of age.

Two of my colleagues in En-
schede, that oversized big-city-church,
could, at a later age, accept a call to a
small congregation, to have it a little
easier, and to serve that congregation
with accumulated experience and wis-
dom ({younger ministers may not be-
lieve in such accumulation until they
reach such age themselves), without
any unpleasant consequences for their
present income or for their retirement.

| have been told that in our sister-
churches in The Netherlands they have
found a solution for that (so, just write
a letter to find out). A (small) congre-
gation does not have to hesitate call-
ing an “older” minister, fearing that
within a couple of years they have a
retired minister on their hands, with all
the consequences of that.

Would it not mean a way-out, a
great blessing sometimes, for a minis-
ter as well as for a congregation, if the
minister, in the last years of his minis-
try could leave a large church, and go
to a small one, a little “easier job,” and
yet fruitful and satisfying — and let
younger ones take the heaviest loads?

But in the present situation a
small congregation would hesitate (I
am not uttering fantasies) to extend
such a call, while an older minister, if
he received one, would (have to) ask

rights, and to wha
Well, :
clear, | hope.
These two Points sh
dered by Committees and o
They can be solved, as
see from examples.
They should be solved no‘
in order to be fair to the ministers
also for the benefit of the church
themselves. ‘

In a recently started column in De Refor-
matie, called “Zebra-Pad” (Pedestrian
Crossing) the author “Klaar-Over” (Ready:
Cross!) makes interesting remarks. The fol-
lowing ones about Reading Sermons
should find a place in Clarion. (Translated

by vD.) o

Sermon-reading in the worship-service
is a good and pious matter. Similarly listen-
ing to such sermon-reading. A sermon read
is not less than a sermon preached. The
sermon derives its authority not from the
person of the preacher. It has authority in
itself. It has pleased the Lord to grant salva-
tion by means of it: by the Word and
through the power of the Holy Spirit.

That's why sermon-reading should not
be despised. We must honour reading serv-
ices: they have a power to life as well as to
death. .

Therefore every congregation should
see to it that there are good readers. He
can be an elder, or the caretaker, or a
teacher, or, for that matter, a carpenter.
Reading a sermon is not bound to the spe-
cial office. People think so, but it is not so.

Every congregation should take care to.
have a group of sermon-readers, so thal
sermon-reading can come into its own.

The sermon-reader has to do some
thing for that, of course. He has to prepar
himself. That will take at least one evening
or a Saturday afternoon. He must read
sermon for himself aloud, at least o
With a red pencil he must indicate the p
per stress; with a green one the re:
between sentences or paragraphs. He |
“appropriate” the sermon. Only after
sermon has become “his own,” can he
pear before the congregation.

Thus he can also look the ¢
tion into the eyes. He has to do
does not just “read a lesson.” N
to redemption, and for tha
eye to eye.

Blessed is the ser
reads a sermon in th




ss Release

,Vssiérof the Canadian Reform-
irches in Alberta and Manitoba,
November 10, 1976 in Edmon-

~ On behalf of the convening
hurch at Edmonton, the Rev. D.
DeJdong opens the meeting of dele-
gates with the reading of Il Corinthians
2:12-3:6 and Hymn 34:1, 2, 5 is sung.
He leads in prayer.

Several developments that occur-
ed since the last Classis are mention-
ed. The Church at Carman saw the de-
parture of the Rev. J. Geertsema and
was almost immediately blessed in
that the Rev. J. vanRietschoten of
Smithers accepted the call to serve
her. The Church at Coaldale was bless-
ed in that the Rev. J. Visscher declined
the calls extended to him from the
Churches at London and Langley. The
Church at Neerlandia was disappointed
in that the Rev. H.E. Nieuwenhuis of
Zuidwolde (Groningen), The Nether-
lands declined the call extended to
him.

A report was submitted on the
credentials. All the Churches were rep-
resented by two delegates with proper
credentials. The Church at Calgary del-
egated a deacon. No objections are
raised. Classis is declared constituted.

The moderamen are as follows:
the Rev. S. DeBruin, chairman; the
Rev. D. DeJong, clerk; the Rev. J.
Visscher, vice-chairman.

The agenda is adopted with a
number of additions.

The following reports were read
and taken note of: The report of the
Church at Edmonton regarding the
auditing of the books of the Classical
Treasurer; the report of the Committee
for Financial Aid to Students for the
Ministry; the report of the Church Visi-
tation made to the Church at Calgary
by the visitors: D. Dejong and J. Vis-
scher. The report on the Classis Con-
tracta held on September 30, 1976 re-
garding the call that the Rev. J. Geert-
sema accepted to the Church at
Chatham was given orally. The written
Acts of that Classis will be added to
the Acts of this Classis.
~ The Church at Edmonton pro-
pses that the Classis adopt its en-
sed study on the solémnization of
ages which study was requested
the provincial Government of Alber-
Government had requested
SSis ﬁonse to the following pro-

posals: (1) “That the state ought to as-
sume total legal responsibility for the
performance of marriage ceremonies
with the result that religious marriage
ceremonies would not be given legal
recognition but would continue to be
optional to any couple desiring a reli-
gious blessing of their marriage; and
(2) “That the state ought to prescribe
a form of pre-marital counselling pro-
gram and require that all couples seek-
ing to be married in the province must
complete the program.” The study/re-
port of the Church at Edmonton in re-
ply to these proposals is discussed and
adopted. Classis also decides to ap-
point two ministers (one from Alberta
and one from Manitoba) as Classical
Deputies who will represent Classis in
which matters of communication with
the respective Governments of Alberta
and Manitoba on behalf of the Church-
es in Alberta and Manitoba is called for
(cf. Article 28, 30 Church Order).

Next, the Classis decided to a-
dopt the proposal of the Church at Ed-
monton to have a “First Public Ad-
monition”” added on to the Form for
the Excommunication of Members
who, Having Not Yet Made Profes-
sion of Faith, Are living in Disobedi-
ence. This proposal, which reads as
follows, will be sent on to the next
General Synod: “The Consistory has
the sad duty of informing the Congre-
gation that a brother/sister, by Baptism
ingrafted into the Christian Church, is
guilty of the sin of . . ., and that he/she
in spite of many earnest admonitions,
did not show any evidence of true
penitence. Therefore the Consistory,
to its great sorrow, is obliged to deal
further with this brother/sister and, if
he/she persists in his/her sin, to pro-
ceed to his/her excommunication. The
Consistory is making this known to
you for the first time and in all serious-
ness exhorts you to pray for him/her
continually, that it might please the
Lord to bring him/her to repentance.”

Classis adopts this proposal be-
cause it feels that the mentioning of
the name right away, in the first public
admonition, goes too fast, especially
because the next step is the excom-
munication itself. Also, the feeling that
this is too fast could cause an undue
postponement and delay in /nitiating
the process of excommunication, and
in the involvement of the congrega-
tion.

At the request of the Church at
Carman, the Classis appoints the Rev.
S. DeBruin as counselor of the Church

at Carman du'riﬁgj th

to Article 41 Chureh Or
Churches at Neerlandia and E
request Classis to continue the prea
ing arrangements for both Churc
combined. Classis agrees to continue
the arrangement which enables these
Churches to receive the services of a
minister every fourth Sunday.

The Church at Coaldale asks ad-
vice relating to the Church member-
ship of a brother who has decided to
live in the Yukon for a one year period.
Advice is given.

The Church at Edmonton asks for
advice in certain matters of discipline,
and it is given.

Several items of correspondence
were received. The Church at Edmon-
ton asks advice in the matter of the
date of the next Regional Synod. it
is advised to have this Regional Synod
some time in May of 1977 after both
Classis Alberta/Manitoba and Pacific
have had their Classical gatherings.

The Church at Carman asks the
Classis to approbate the call of the
Rev. J. vanRietschoten of Smithers,
B.C. who has accepted the call to the
Church at Carman, Manitoba. The fol-
lowing documents were submitted
and found to be in good order (see
Article 5-10 Church Order): (a) a cer-
tificate of release from the Classis Pa-
cific; (b) the letter of call from the
Church at Carman; (c) the letter of ac-
ceptance from the Rev. J. vanRiet-
schoten; (d) the letter of release from
the Church at Smithers. A letter from
the Church at Carman stating that the
name of the minister had been an-
nounced on two successive Sundays,
and that no lawful objections were
brought forward, has not been en-
closed. Approbation of the call is
given, provided that the last-mention-
ed matter is properly dealt with and
that no objections are brought forward
and remain.

A letter of farewell was received
from the Rev. J. Geertsema and it is
gratefully acknowledged.

The convening Church for the
next Classis is the Church at Neerlan-
dia. It will be held D.V., on March 16,
1977 at 9:00 a.m. in Edmonton. The
convening Church may postpone
this date if it should work out better»
with regard to the next Office
Conference to be held in Api
gested officers are: the Rev. R.F.
sema, chairman; the Rev. S.




~ V“lsscher is re- appomted ‘the Rev. S.
DeBruin is appointed examiner in Doc-
trine and Creeds and Ethics; the Com-
mittee for Financial Aid to Students in accor
the Ministry consisting of the Broth-  Church Order, is
> Classical Treasurer; the ers C. Veldkamp, T. vandenBrink and The Acts and
dmonton is re-appointed to S. Tuininga is re-appointed; the Com- are read and approve
he Classical Archives; the mittee for Needy Churches is re-ap- In closing, the ct
t Barrhead is re-appointed to  pointed and includes the Brothers C.  that Psalm 119:1 be su
e Archives; the Church Visi- Poppe, T. Veenendaal and the Rev. S. he leads in prayer.
Rev. D. DeJong and the Rev. DeBruin; as Deputies for Contact with »
lisscher are re-appointed and the the Provincial Governments are ap- On behalf of the Classis,
DeBruin is appointed; the pointed: the Rev. D. DeJong (Alberta) J. VISSCHER, vice-chair!

A Letter from the Publisher

The year 1976 is fleeting to an end. We have been able to serve you regularly, without-any
interruptions, and we hope that the year will end without another postal strike.

Approximately one half of the Clarions you received this year were 20-page issues. There
has been and continues to be an abundance of copy for the magazine. Although Clarion has im-
proved this year, much more can and should be done, and therefore we are looking forward to
expanding and developing our magazine even further in the coming year, the Lord willing. We
have decided as of January 1977 to publish 24-page issues on a regular basis. A survey con-
ducted overwhelmingly supported our plan to expand (see elsewhere in this issue). We hope,
with the help of more contributors, to provide articles on a greater variety of subjects.

As publishers, we are only involved in outlining the basic policy of our magazine. The daily
operation and the matter of content are decided on by the editor, in cooperation with the other
members of the editorial committee. It is this daily task which requires a tremendous amount of
work, and even though it sometimes receives criticism, it also does receive much praise. We at
Premier Printing wish to express our sincere appreciation to the editor and the other members of
the committee for the great amount of work done. Also to our contributors, we say, “Thank
you!” At this time, it is also fitting to acknowledge someone who for many years quietly gathered
in the copy, decided on the content of each issue, and took care of all the correspondence with
the contributors, but who, due to other work pressure, has been forced to withdraw from the
editorial committee: Dr. W. Helder, a heartfelt thank you!

We have published only one book this year: Marriage in Honour, by Dr. W.G. DeVries,
which, we are happy to report, is being received very well; and a booklet containing a lecture by
Dr. J. van Bruggen, entitled “The Ancient Text of the New Testament,” which was delivered on

- the occasion of the anniversary of the Theological College in Kampen, The Netherlands, De-
~cember 8, 1975. Everywhere, also in circles outside our church federation, more and more con-
tacts are being made, not only with respect to authors and translators, but also with respect to
marketing — in The Netherlands, England, Korea, Australia, South Africa, The United States,
to name a few countries. During the course of 1977 we also hope to publish several books
or children. Because this work is done mainly through correspondence, much time is mvolved .
d a great deal of patience is required. 4

We are looking forward to continuing and broadening cooperation with all who are

d in publishing Clarion and/or books for the propagation of our Reformed faith in the Er

peaking world. We also rely heavily on the continued support from you, our readers.

ut your support we cannot succeed. It is our hope that through all our concerted effort

jill be glorified and His Church edified.
‘you all enjoy the Christian festive season and may the LORD give one and all
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Thou hast crowned the year with thy bounty . . .

PSALM 65:11




Puzzle No. 15

1 2 3 a 5 |6 7 8 9 10
1 12 13 |14 15 16 17
18 19 20 |21 22
2% 25 26 |27 29
31 32 3 34 35
36 |37 38 39 40
a 42 a3 a4 (45 26 47
28 49 50 51 52
53 54 55
56 57 |58 59 60 |61 62
64 65 56 67 68
69 70 |71 72 73
74 75 76 77 78
79 80 81 |82 83 84
i85 86 87 |88 89 190 91
97 93 94 95 96
1. Musical note 52. limb :
3. The (French-ml-) 53. a drink
5. Fruit 54. performer DOWN
8. to: prefix 55. look 1. mist
9. Before Christ (abbrev.) 57. Titanium (abbrev.) 2. Boys' name
11. tree 59. Saint 4. elevated railroad
13. see 1 across 60. see 59 across 6. see 4 down
15. Hail to the reader (Lat. Abbrev.) 62. without 7. equally
16. Auto manufacturer 64. see 36 across 8. Before twelve
17. snake 65. to write with 9. wild hog
18. cry 66. food 10. mode of transport
20. see 1 across 68. Measurement (metric)  12. cat cry
22. denial 69. top 14. see 8 down
23. hearken 70. government leader 16. leave
24. not to succeed 72. "so let it be” 17. wild animal
26. field 74. rip 19. mineral
29. expensive 75. baby carriage 21. a piece
31. State in the U.S.A. 77. Kingdom (Bible) 22. wind direction
33. see 1 across 79. skin 23. pile
34. shout 80. Thallium (abbrev.) 25. can’t move
36. present tense of “to be”’ 81. part of the day 27. metric length measure
38. Australian bird 83. biblical ruler 28. about, of
39. explode 85. boat 29. entrance
40. see 1 across 86. denial 30. title
41. revs per minute (abbrev.) 87. postscript 32. 43 across
43. exclamation 89. since Christ was born  34. see 41 across
44, lung disease (abbrev.) 91. water (French) 35. round
46, a title 92. Time (abbrev.) 37. weapons
47. faucet 93. Beryllium (abbrev.) 40. Biblical patriarch
48. cereal spike 94. humming sound 42. Stag

44. lonian city

45. vegetable

47. woody plant

. see 28 down

. see 1 across

. Railroad (abbrev.)
. see 7 down

. expose

. see 74 across

. blacken

. a mineral spring
. docile

. colour

. ring

. Wax insect

. peep

. Public relations
. Goddess of justice
. making a

. stint

. place {abbrev.)
. see 1 across

a lament

. tap

. as far as

. Virginia

. living in a convent
. see 22 down

. River (ltaly)

. hence

. Before Christ

for oneselves

G. DE BOER

Books

Dr. A.W. Begemann, Aanvangen der Griek-
se Wijsbegeerte, Uitgeverij De Vuurbaak,
Groningen, 1975. Fl. 27.50

Actually this book should have been
reviewed by a philosopher or anyway by
someone who knows all about philosophy.
However, it does have its advantages that
someone who never understood much of
either philosophy or philosophers has to
give his opinion about the above work, in
which “De Vuurbaak” published what was
available of the results of the late Professor
Begemann'’s lectures.

| leave the scholarly value of this book
to competent reviewers to judge. What |
can say about it is: Here we find a serious
and pious effort to teach philosophy in
such a manner that it appears that the pre-
scientific confession and conviction of a
Christian “‘cannot be produced but only
deepened and enriched by the scientific
research,” page 15. Here we also find the
work of a man who was able to make
things clear and who sometimes needed
only a few words to define and to explain. |
think of his remarks with the discussion of
Vorldnder’s division of history into periods,
page 104.

What we have here is no “easy” book
but one which will enrich the serious
student and which will cause him to bear in

mind that “at bottom, philosophy is not

rationally but religiously qualified,”’ page 12.

45






