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When we fear the Lorp our God,
we are delivered from all other fears

The beginning of a new year is marked with cele-
bration and wishes of “Happy New Year.” After the sea-
sonal joviality has passed, however, one wakes up again
to the daily reality of life, a reality no different from
that of the year just past. Changing the calendar did not
change anything. It will be another year where we are
confronted with fear. The daily happenings in the world,
the realities of living in this world, and the feeble nature
of our soul have the potential to immobilize us.

Immobilizing fears

In terms of the realities of living in this world, if
we follow what is happening, there are numerous rea-
sons for fear. Some happenings affect us as we belong to
humanity in general, while others affect us because we
are Christians. There is the Muslim menace. This is not
just a threat in faraway lands, but can strike with deadly
power in our own nation. There is the constant threat of
some terrible infectious disease that could rapidly spread
through the world and potentially result in many deaths.
One can add to this the constant fear-mongering by the
prophets of climate change. It seems dangerous to trav-
el anywhere, even within your own country. You never
know what terrible event might befall you. Floods, forest
fires, or ferocious flurries may thwart your travel plans.
On the spiritual level, there is the danger of secular se-
duction, as the world holds out the promise of the instant
gratification of the many desires of our old nature.

In terms of the realities of daily life, there is constant
uncertainty. With fluctuations in the economy and con-
stantly changing technology, no one can assume there
will always be a job to go to. Careful management of
money does not guarantee anything. Many years of sav-
ings can disappear when a job is lost, there comes a series
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of unexpected expenses to repair one’s house or replace a
car, or some debilitating illness strikes. Life has so many
unpredictable variables that one can easily become fro-
zen with fear about the future.

Then there is the feeble nature of our soul. Life can
take devastating twists and turns that lead us to question
God’s love for us. There may be a fear that he is angry
with us. The reality of life is that it does not need devas-
tating twists and turns for these types of fears to arise in
our minds. A sense of emotional and spiritual darkness
can descend upon those who seem to have everything go-
ing well in their lives. This darkness can lead to all sorts
of fears, the worst being that God has rejected them. An
emotionally and spiritually healthy person may live in
fear that this might happen to them.

Mobilizing fear

Now it may sound contradictory, but there is actually
a fear that will take away the fears just mentioned. It is a
mobilizing fear as it dispels all other fears. This mobiliz-
ing fear is the fear of the Lorp.

When we use the word “fear” with reference to the
Lorp, the aspect of being afraid fades to the background.
With respect to the Lorp, the word “fear” has the sense
of reverence, of standing in respectful awe, for he is the
almighty, holy God. True fear of the Lorp is not a matter
of standing before him terrified at the prospect of being
punished, but of loving God and serving him in the way
he has taught in his Word.

We hear this in Psalm 34:4, “I sought the Lorp, and
he answered me and delivered me from all my fears.”
A little further, in verse 9, we read, “Oh, fear the Lorp,
you his saints, for those who fear him have no lack.” The
whole Psalm is worth reading, but I quoted those two
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us from our sins. In Jesus Christ, we are reconciled to
God. In Romans 5:1 we read, “Therefore, since we have
been justified by faith, we have peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ.” In Romans 8:1 we read, “There
is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in
Christ Jesus.” As those who fear the Lorp God, we need
not fear for our soul.

The truth that those who fear God are at peace with
him is a truth that calls for constant reflection. The
miserable reality of life in this broken world is that we
may not always feel this sense of peace with God in our
hearts, but we may be assured that for those who fear
the Lorp, all is well. These feelings of doubt may come
knocking at the door of everyone’s heart in some way or
another, while some may even experience long periods of
doubt and uncertainty. It is not that they don’t fear God,
but the sense of assurance is missing. Our feelings may
not always line up with our faith, but thankfully, we live
by faith, not by feelings. It is God’s promise that every-
one who believes in him and in his Son has forgiveness
of sins and eternal life.

Our feelings may not always line up
with our faith, but thankfully, we live
by faith, not by feelings

It might seem that this is not very helpful for dealing
with the fears of life because this speaks about spiritual
aspects of life. We need to remind ourselves, however,
that the spiritual aspect is fundamental for the physic-
al aspect of life. When we know that our relationship
with God has been straightened out by the death of Jesus
Christ, then we have a foundation to face the fears that
come because of the uncertainty of life in this world. The
same God who has reconciled us to himself in Christ will
take away all our fears and troubles. This does not mean
that life will always be easy. When David wrote Psalm
34, he had just escaped from Abimelech, one of the rulers
of the Philistines. David would face many more troubles
after that incident. David was certain, however, that the
Lorp would continue to deliver him.

Here we are reminded of the providence of God. He
is in control in prosperity and adversity. In the Form
for Baptism, we are reminded that God adopts us for his
children and heirs, “and promises to provide us with all
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good and avert all evil or turn it to our benefit.” That
part about God turning evil to our benefit is particular-
ly important. This is based on Paul’s words in Romans
8, where he writes about the golden chain of salvation,
from predestination to glorification. Paul concluded that
section by confessing his certainty that nothing could
separate him from the love of God in Christ Jesus. Again,
we see how fear of the Lorp dispels fears that come our
way because of the challenges of daily life.

Finally, there are the fears that can arise because of
what is happening in the world. Mention was made of
the Muslim menace and secular seduction, both ultim-
ately threats to the church. Once again, such fears are
dispelled by fear of the Lorp. This is so because the same
God who has redeemed us from our sin through the gift
of his Son, who provides for us in our daily life, is the
sovereign God, who rules supreme over all of history. We
can think of Psalm 34:16, “The face of the Lorp is against
those who do evil, to cut off the memory of them from
the earth.” Further, in verse 21, we read, “Affliction will
slay the wicked, and those who hate the righteous will be
condemned.” A similar fearlessness of those who fear the
Lorp is expressed in the words of Psalm 46:1-3, “God is
our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
Therefore we will not fear though the earth give way,
though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea,
though its water roar and foam, though the mountains
tremble at its swelling.” We can think of our Lord’s words
to Peter that the gates of hell shall not prevail against the
kingdom of God (Matt 16:18). In addition, we can think
of the visions in the Book of Revelation that repeatedly
show the defeat of all those who oppose the rule of Christ.

Fear God

What it all comes down to, therefore, is that no mat-
ter how we look at it, we are at the beginning of another
year of fear. As is clear, however, we have a choice. We
can head into a year of multiple fears, and be immobil-
ized, or we can head into a year where our focus is the
fear of the Lorp, our gracious God and be mobilized to
face all the challenges of life. David’s words in Psalm
34 bring out both the call and the promise of the gospel:
Fear the Lorp, and he will deliver you from all your fears.
Fear the Lorp, for those who fear him have no lack. If we
make the fear of the Lorp our focus, we will feel the urge
many a time to take up David’s words of this Psalm and
bless and praise the name of the Lorbp.
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MATTHEW 13:52

Looking Forward

“But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new

heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness.”

(2 Peter 3:13)

It is January, the month named
after the Roman god Janus. Maybe
you have seen images of Janus. He
is the god with two human heads
that face in opposite directions. One
face looks to the past, the other to
the future. This is what we do as we
transition from one year to the next.
This image of looking backwards
and forwards at the very same time
is reflected in the words of 2 Peter
3:13, “But in keeping with his prom-
ise we are looking forward to a new
heaven and a new earth, the home of
righteousness.”

With these words the Holy Spir-
it has us turn our heads around. We
look backwards. And what do we look
backwards to? We look backwards to
God’s ancient promise that he will
come to this world (see verse 4).
The Old Testament prophets referred
to God’s coming to the world as the
day of the Lord. Peter picks up this
teaching in verse 10: “But the day of
the Lord will come like a thief. The
heavens will disappear with a roar;
the elements will be destroyed by
fire, and the earth and everything in
it will be laid bare.”

But with thousands of years of
human history in the books, doubts
arise about this promise. Questions
are asked. Already in Peter’s day
there was the question, “Where is
this ‘coming’ he promised?” Do you
ever experience such doubts? For
thousands of years the world has
continued in its present broken state.

One year turns into another. Here it is
January. Again. Where is this com-
ing of the Lord? Frustrating, isn’t it?

But there is a reason the Lord is
“slow” to keep his ancient promise.
The Spirit of God teaches you that
the Lord’s “slowness” is a result of
being patient with sinners like you
and me. His “slowness” allows time
for sinners to come to repentance.
Once the day of the Lord comes, the
time for repentance will be over.
Time itself will be over as the sun
and moon melt in the heat of God’s
fire. And on that day those who have
not repented will perish eternally.
So from the Lord’s perspective his
“slowness” is a good thing.

Yet this does not mean that he
will not keep his promise. Sometimes
children will equate the slowness
of parents to keep their promise as
meaning that they have no intention
to keep their promise at all. We are
tempted to do this as the children of
God. But Father will keep his prom-
ise: “In keeping with his promise,”
this verse says. The Spirit of God as-
sures you that the day of the Lord will
come. And so having looked back at
God’s ancient promise, we find our
heads turning and looking forward.

We are looking forward to a new
heaven and a new earth, the home of
righteousness. Here we see why it is
we are looking forward to the com-
ing of the Lord. It is because the Lord
will make all things new when he
comes. This too, is in keeping with
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his promise. For through the prophet
Isaiah the Lord said long ago, “Be-
hold, I will create new heavens and
a new earth. The former things will
not be remembered, nor will they
come to mind” (65:17).

The Lord will create a new heav-
en after the old heavens disappear
with fire. The Lord will create a new
earth after the old earth and every-
thing in it has been laid bare. This
will be the last transition. Once and
for all we will leave behind this age
in which we presently live. We will
remember it no more. We will never
look backward again, neither will we
look forward. Because there will be
nothing left to look forward to. God’s
ancient promise will have been com-
pletely fulfilled. We will have arrived
at our forever home.

As Christians we look forward
to living in our forever home. Why?
Because it is the home where right-
eousness dwells. It means God will
dwell with you, and you with him, in
a perfect relationship. No more will
we sin against God. No more will we
sin against each other. No more will
we hurt each other. Wickedness will
be nowhere while righteousness will
be everywhere.

This is the home God has prom-
ised us in and through Jesus Christ.
And because God will keep his prom-
ise, no matter how many years come
and go, we continually look forward
to a new heaven and a new earth, the
home of righteousness.
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The New Calvinists

This article was first published in the West Highland Free
Press. It is reprinted with the author’s permission.

Most of our readers now sleep soundly, secure in
the knowledge that Calvinists are extinct. After all, you
never see one on telly, and it’s a good seven years since
the last stamping on fiddles or smashing of bagpipes.

But being, as it were, possessed of inside knowledge, I
knew there were still some Calvinists around. I had even
seen one or two, though much harder to spot than of yore,
since they no longer wore black hats.

Now the really bad news. Not only are there still a
few Calvinists around, but another closely related spe-
cies has suddenly appeared: New Calvinists, the same
but different.

I had long suspected it, more or less for the same rea-
son as led scientists to suspect the existence of the planet
Pluto. Even though no telescope could see it, there were
odd deviations in the skies, and these deviations strongly
suggested the existence of a hitherto unknown planet.
Precisely the same thing was happening in the theologic-
al skies: strange deviations from Calvinism pointing to
some hitherto unknown phenomenon.

Then, a couple of months ago a book arrived by post,
written by a Dr. E.S. Williams asking to be reviewed,
and offering the lowdown on a group labelled “The New
Calvinists”: a species allegedly represented in America
by such organisations as Acts 29, the Gospel Coalition,
and Desiring God Ministries; and in this country by the
Porterbrook Network.

I found the book’s broad-brush denunciations of
fellow Christians hard to take. Too many good men and
first-rate scholars were being held up to disdain. Yet the
book instantly solved my version of the Pluto-problem:
the curious movements in the theological skies now had
a label; and the label immediately put me on the alert,
sensing danger.

The New Calvinists are all Calvinists, but only in
the limited sense that they believe in the so-called Five
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Points, summarised in the mnemonic TULIP (Total De-
pravity, Unconditional Election, Limited Atonement,
Invincible Grace, Perseverance of the Saints). I love all
tulips, except this one, to which I am profoundly aller-
gic. John Calvin’s unique contribution to human thought
cannot be reduced to this simplistic teaching-aid, thought
up only in the twentieth century. Nor can Calvinism be
reduced to “points.” It is a whole world-view, embracing
not only religion, but art, science, education, economics,
politics, and much more.

But if they hold to the Five Points, why should I
worry? I should worry because just as the grey squirrel
threatens our native reds with extinction, so this brash
New Calvinism threatens our historic Scottish Calvin-
ism. It will eat us up, just as American signal-crayfish
eat up our native species.

The biggest threat is to our native form of worship,
the key-note of which has been a sense of awe in the
presence of the infinite and the holy; and linked to this,
in turn, an insistence on order. This was something that
the Reformers inherited from the early church fathers
and from the medieval Catholic Church and, Reformation
or no Reformation, they refused to let it go. This is why
many of us today would feel far more at home in a High
Church service than in a modern Evangelical one; and
this is why every Reformed church, including the Church
of Scotland, had its Book of Common Order, reflecting
the conviction that public worship was far too important
to be left to the whim of the individual minister. They
could preach and pray as the Spirit moved them, but they
would have to sing from an authorised psalm-book, fol-
low a common order for Baptism and Communion, and
incorporate the Lord’s Prayer and the Apostles’ Creed
into their weekly services.

Beside this lay another fundamental principle: it was
God’s prerogative to tell us how he wished to be wor-
shipped. Hence the much-derided “simplicity” of Calvin-
ist worship: no vestments, no incense, no altar, no im-
ages of the saints, no pictures of the Virgin, no kneeling
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at Communion, all excluded because we had no reason
to believe that God “enjoyed” them. That was the only
relevant consideration.

With the New Calvinism, the dynamics change and
Calvin becomes but a dim shadow. Instead, there is a
curious mixture of the Five Points, sixteenth century
Anabaptism, eighteenth century revivalism, twentieth
century Pentecostalism, sophisticated marketing, the
latest technology, and high-decibel music.

The details will vary, of course, depending on the
whims of the leader. At its worst, he will be a brilliant
stand-up comedian, dressed down to a T-shirt, his tat-
tooed arms and biceps proclaiming his masculinity, the
music hip-hop (rap). At its best, the leader will be a Har-
vard postgraduate, the band will be a professional or-
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chestra, and the sermon will be an argument to prove the
existence of God (something Calvin never thought was
his job, seeing as how God had already sown the seed of
religion in every heart).

With all this comes “messy” church: not as a disaster,
but as something devoutly to be wished, since traditional
churches are all “stuffy” and need to be “shook-up,” giv-
ing us what the late Cardinal Winning called “the liturgy
of scruff,” sermons which impart much information about
the preacher’s wife and family, imperious leaders, and a
contempt for rigorous full-time theological education.

And music, the modern opiate. Can we really accept
that in church music anything goes? Luther took his
hymn-tunes from the pubs and General Booth claimed
to have stolen his from the Devil. Calvin, by contrast,
had his specially composed for his Psalms, insisting that
the music serve the words. If that is the case, then hip-
hop (the music to which Afro-American protest sings its
narrative) can never find a place in Christian worship.
Nor can the oratorio. Church music is community music,
and the high notes of the soprano and the low notes of
the bass are equally beyond us. We could listen to an
oratorio, of course, but worship doesn’t consist in being
sung to, but in singing.

But finally, isn’t this New Calvinism “missional.”
Possibly, but while it may have invented the word it cer-
tainly didn’t invent the thing. The Old Calvinism suc-
ceeded not only in providing Scotland with blanket gos-
pel-coverage, but also in sending overseas some of the
greatest missionaries the world has ever seen.

Let us take our cue from them, and move on to de-
velop an expansionist Old Calvinism, based on Calvin’s
encyclopaedic theology, reverent worship, and compre-
hensive church organisation.

And please assure me that I'm not the last of a threat-

ened species.
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Created in God’s Image (part 1)

“Mrs. V., you teach like a woman!” I looked at the
young man and smiled, “Why, thank you,” I replied, al-
though I'm not sure he meant it as a compliment. “What
makes you say that?” He responded, “I think you mention
things about women in the Bible a lot more often than
other Bible teachers we’ve had.” I think he was right. Al-
though initially taken aback, I appreciated his comment.
It caused me to reflect on my teaching and some of my
emphases. Being a woman does mean that I read and
teach the Bible like a woman. That’s unavoidable. But
a man reads and teaches like a man, and no one takes
that ill of him. If [ was guilty of noticing the women in
Scripture more than the young man’s previous teachers,
I make no apology. In fact, I would suggest that it might
well be an enriching and even eye-opening experience
for any student of Scripture to follow the story of women
from the early pages of Genesis through to the letters of
Paul and Peter.

Tracing such a line through Scripture will help us
respond to any confusion about the role and place of
women in the family, in the church, and in the world. Is
it all right for a woman to be the leader in the family?
Why or why not? Can she expect her husband to help
her with raising the children, or is that her job? What
if she wants to have a career outside of the home? And
what about in the church? Why shouldn’t a woman be a
preacher or elder? What is she “permitted” to do? May
she vote, or must her silence be enforced there? Before
we can begin to answer those types of questions we need
to look to Scripture to give foundation and a framework
to our thinking.

What follows, God willing, is a series of articles that
will offer an overview of the story and place of women

January 16, 2015

as revealed in Scripture. It will start in Genesis with
the creation of Adam and Eve and their subsequent fall
into sin. It will explore the role of women in Old Testa-
ment times. Reviewing these fundamentals will lay the
groundwork to determine whether the accomplished work
of Jesus Christ and the subsequent pouring out of the
Holy Spirit actually made a difference to the place of
women in family, church, and world. It will be only a
brief survey, because to really cover the topic would re-
quire a book!

In the image of God

We start at the beginning. The creation story as re-
lated in Genesis 1 and 2 highlights several things. In
Genesis 1 we learn that both Adam and Eve are created in
God’s image to work for God within his creation as man
and woman. In Chapter 2 the emphasis is on Eve’s cre-
ation as a helper suitable for Adam. In both chapters we
learn that Adam and Eve are equal in status and value,
but they are not identical.

When God had completed most of his creation - the
seas and the dry land, the sun, moon and stars, the fish,
birds and animals - the time had come to create someone
who would act as his regent over creation, someone who
would care for and develop everything he had made. God
said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness and
let them rule. . .. So God created man in his own image,
in the image of God he created him; male and female he
created them” (Gen 1:26-27). We see that the man and the
woman are both created in the image of God.

God’s image in human beings is only alluded to in
the Old Testament (Gen 5:1-2, 9:6). The New Testament
makes several direct references to the image of God and



its relationship to humanity, with the emphasis that
the divine image must be renewed in men and women
through faith in Christ. Humans are like God in our mor-
al, rational, and relational capacities as described by the
Apostle Paul: “And put on the new self, created to be like
God in true righteousness and holiness” (Eph 4:24); “Put
on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in
the image of its Creator” (Col 3:10). This is true of both
men and women; both are equal before God. Both are
responsible to be his image bearers reflecting God into
his creation. Both are given the command to “be fruitful
and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule
over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over
every living creature that moves on the ground” (Gen
1:28). Equality and cooperation are the norm.'

Why is it important to make this point? If we don't,
our view of men, women, and their relationship will
be skewed. There have been those who maintain that
woman does not equally bear the image of God with man,
but rather images God indirectly through imaging man.
Augustine (350 - 430 AD) suggested the following: “The
woman together with her husband is the image of God,
so that the whole substance is one image. But when she
is assigned as a help-mate, a function that pertains to
her alone, then she is not the image of God. But as far as
the man is concerned, he is by himself alone the image
of God, just as fully and completely as when he and the
woman are joined together into one.”

Of course, Augustine lived a long time ago, and we
might protest that we’ve moved beyond such thinking.
But lest we be too smug, we leap forward 1500 years to
someone of our own heritage and background, the ven-
erable Abraham Kuyper. He states about Eve, “She is the
woman who embodied potentially all that is female. . . .
Adam represented more. He embodied not only all that
is male, but also all that is human.”® This suggests that
the man is primarily a human being while the woman is
a sexual being who is best defined in terms of her rela-
tionship to a man. That could lead to ideas that a woman
is less than she could be apart from her association with
a man through marriage. Although we might not agree
with either Augustine or Kuyper, I wonder if their senti-
ments still resonate in the background of our thinking

about the role and relationship between men and women.
So, to reiterate, both man and woman equally bear the
image of God.

A suitable helper

Genesis 2 highlights another aspect of the creation
of Adam and Eve, telling the story from another angle.
By the sixth day, God had almost completed his work.
Adam had been given the task of naming animals, and
it became evident that there was no counterpart for him
among the creatures. Even though after each creation
day, Genesis 1 tells us “God saw that it was good,” in
Genesis 2:18 God states, “It is not good for the man to
be alone. T will make a helper suitable [ezer kenegdo] for
him.” Something in that beautiful, good world was lack-
ing. So God creates Eve to be a helper [ezer] who would
complement [kenegdo] Adam, and together they would
fulfill the task God had given them.

Together they would fulfill the task
God had given them

The word “help(er)” (ezer) used to describe Eve is
used twenty-one times in the Old Testament; sixteen
times in reference to God, five times to people.* This does
not suggest that being helper makes woman superior, as-
sisting someone less able as a teacher or parent might.
Neither does being called “helper” mean that the woman
is inferior in being (ontologically) to the man. There is
a mutual dependence, and ezer signifies the woman'’s es-
sential contribution; she is made because she is needed.
“She is not extraneous or a luxury, but a necessity for
the welfare of the man. The man is not self-sufficient; he
needs the woman’s help.”

Adam was excited to see Eve when God brought her
to him. He recognized her as both similar and different
- bone of his bones and flesh of his flesh, yet unique, so
he called her “woman.” One of the reasons Eve will be
able to help Adam is because in some way she is differ-
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ent from him. God did not create a second man, but a
woman. The intimacy and harmony that should support
the marriage relationship is captured perfectly in that
Eve was created from one of Adam’s ribs. In the famous
words of Matthew Henry,® the woman is "not made out
of his head to top him, not out of his feet to be trampled
upon by him, but out of his side to be equal with him,
under his arm to be protected, and near his heart to be
beloved.”” Another commentator states, “Just as the rib is
found at the side of the man and is attached to him, even
so the good wife, the rib of her husband, stands at his
side to be his helper-counterpart, and her soul is bound
up with his.”®

Of course, not all men and women get married, but
Genesis 2:24 outlines the God-given pattern that forms
the basis for marriage: “For this reason a man will leave
his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they
will become one flesh.” One short verse tells us a lot about
marriage. The concepts of male initiative/leadership, in-
dependence, permanence, heterosexuality, monogamy,
and consummation are all touched upon. The man, tak-
ing leadership, publicly leaves his parental home and sets
up a permanent, independent household with one (not
more) woman (not another man) and that relationship
is sealed in an initial act of sexual intimacy - intimacy
which continues throughout the marriage.

Both man and woman
equally bear the image of God

As some have said, marriage is about leaving, cleav-
ing and weaving; two are woven together to form one
sturdy, beautiful fabric. Of course, Genesis 2:24 does not
tell us everything about being married. The apostles Paul
and Peter give more specific instruction to husbands and
wives in their letters, but Genesis 2:24 is a crucial verse.
It is quoted several times in the New Testament, by both
Jesus and Paul, so we do well to take it as foundational
for the biblical view of marriage.
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Fruitful dominion

To sum up, Genesis 1 and 2 do more than tell the
same story twice. I wonder if it is fair to say that Gen-
esis 1 talks more about Adam and Eve’s roles as man
and woman and Genesis 2 more about Adam and Eve as
husband and wife. True, Genesis 1 refers to being fruit-
ful which presumes a marriage relationship. Fruitful in
the Old Testament almost always means physical fruit
- either offspring or the produce of a harvest. However,
in some passages it means more, as in some Psalms and
Proverbs (Ps 92:14; Prov 8:19; 11:30; 14:14) and cer-
tainly in the New Testament (a sampling of texts, Matt
7:15-20; 21:43; Mark 4:1-20; Luke 3:8; John 15:1-17;
Rom 7:4; Gal 5:22). Fruitfulness extends and expands
to include the results of living in the wisdom of God’s
ways and of faith in Jesus Christ. Such a conception of
fruitfulness would give room to explore how men and
women - as men and women and not only as husbands
and wives - relate and function as they together have
dominion over creation as God’s regents. That could
lead to some interesting discussions on the mutual de-
pendence and interaction between men and women in
families, in churches, in the workplace, and everywhere
else in our broader communities.

! James Montgomery Boice, Genesis: An Expositional Commen-
tary, vol. 1 (Grand Rapids, MI: Ministry Resources Library,
1982), 77-79.

2 Augustine, The Trinity, trans. Stephen McKenna, The Fathers
of the Church, vol. 45 (Washington, DC: Catholic University of
America Press), 352.

> Abraham Kuyper, Women in the Old Testament, 2d ed. (Grand
Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1961), 5.

4 Bible references accessed at http://www.biblestudytools.com/
lexicons/hebrew/nas/ezer-2.html : God as ezer: Exod 18:4;
Deut 33:7, 26, 29; Ps 20:2; 33:20; 70:5; 89:19; 115: 9, 10, 11;
121: 1, 2; 124:8; 146:5; Hos 13:9. Human ezer: Gen 2: 18;
2:20; Isa 30:5; Ezek 12:14; Dan 11:34.

> Susan Foh, Women and the Word of God: A response to bib-
lical feminism (Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1979), 60.

¢ A famous English commentator on the Bible and Presbyterian
minister (1662 - 1714).

7 Bruce Waltke, Genesis: A Commentary (Grand Rapids: Zondervan,
2001), 89.

¢ Ibid., 89.



CLIPPINGS ON POLITICS AND RELIGION

Out of the Mouth of
Children

Cornelis Van Dam
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In Psalm 8, David praises God with the words: “O
Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the
earth! You have set your glory above the heavens. From
the lips of children and infants you have ordained praise
because of your enemies, to silence the foe and the aven-
ger.” God can use children to praise him and to silence
the enemy. This truth is being graphically illustrated as
the Islamic State in Iraq and Syria (ISIS) continues its
brutal campaign of exterminating Christians from their
ancestral homes in these counties.

Several Christian media outlets reported on the mov-
ing testimony that children recently gave to their Islamic
captors. What follows is from christiannews.net.

During the video, White also told other stor-
ies of how Christians are being persecuted in
Iraq, especially in cities like Baghdad and Nin-
eveh. He said that matters became especially dire
when ISIS began its insurgency and drove Chris-
tians from their homes. “[ISIS] hounded all of
them out - not some - all of them,” he said. “And
they killed huge numbers. They chopped their
children in half. They chopped their heads off.
And they moved north, and it was just so terrible
what happened.”

White said that approximately 250,000
Christians remain displaced in a country where

Four Iraqi children firmly declared their love for
Jesus in the face of death when Muslims in the coun-
try recently demanded that they convert to Islam.

Andrew White, chaplain of St. George’s Angli-
can Church in Baghdad, relayed the story in a re-
cent video as he shared both about the persecution
that Christians face in the country and the brav-
ery of the children in standing up for their faith
despite the consequences.

“ISIS turned up and said to the children, “You
say the words that you will follow Mohammad,”
White explained. “The children, all under 15, four
of them, said, ‘No, we love Yesua (the Iraqi name for
Jesus). We have always loved Yesua. We have always
followed Yesua. Yesua has always been with us.”

The Muslims then again demanded the chil-
dren to say that they will follow Mohammad.
“They said, ‘Say the words!" [The children] said,
"No, we can’t,” he recalled. The men then decapi-
tated the children. “They chopped all their heads
off,” White said, visibly moved and holding back
tears. “How do you respond to that?” he asked.
“You just cry. They are my children (being from
my country). That is what we have been going
through. That is what we are going through.”

there used to be an estimated 1 million Chris-
tians and Catholics.

“[ISIS] said to one man, an adult, ‘Either you
say the words of converting to Islam or we will
kill all of your children,”” he remembered. “He was
desperate. He said the words. Then he phoned me
and said, ‘...I said the words, does that mean Yasua
doesn’t love me anymore? I have always loved
Yasua. [ said those words because I couldn’t see my
children be killed,”” White recalled. “I said, ‘Eliaz,
no, Jesus still loves you. He will always love you.”

He said that Muslims have likewise sought to
kill him, so he was advised by a former colleague
to flee the country. White opined that it is not pos-
sible for Christians to live under the rule of ISIS.
“All of them have had to flee,” he said.

It is obvious that these people need our continued prayers.
And the persecution is not just in areas controlled by ISIS.
Islamic oppression, attacks, and killing of Christians is
also going on in places like Iran, Pakistan, Turkey, and
in several African countries including Somalia, Kenya,
Nigeria, and Uganda. But the testimony of the martyrs,
including the children, endures to God’s eternal praise and
in the end silences the enemies. All their vicious attacks
against God’s children are ultimately in vain.
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Sonya Post

Fifty-third Annual
Women'’s League Day

Morning speaker:
Rev. VanWoudenberg

On Wednesday, October 22, 342 ladies made the trip
on a cool, sunny, fall day to enjoy the Fifty-third Annual
Women’s League Day, hosted by the ladies of the Dunn-
ville Canadian Reformed Church.

After opening with singing, Scripture reading, and
prayer, the League President, Wendy Koster, introduced
all board members and thanked our previous president,
Jane Oostehoff, for her five years of service! Dianne We-
strik was thanked for her five years of service on the
League and ILPB as League Board Vice President. We
then had roll call and noted with thankfulness that there
were also some URC ladies present. What a blessing it is
to have so many women come together to worship our
God and Saviour!
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The speaker for the morning, Rev. VanWoudenberg
gave us a beautiful speech on The Christian Family and
the Matter of Rebirth. He walked us through five points,
based on John 3:1-21. He reminded us that we all need re-
birth in order to enter the kingdom of God, also children
of the covenant, and we should not be oblivious to this
fact. We need to detest ourselves and seek our cleansing
and salvation outside of ourselves. When the Lord takes
Nicodemus to task, he is essentially taking us to task. We
need to know what the greatest need for our children is,
and what our greatest need is to raise our children. We
all need washing with the Spirit. We need the Spirit to
understand the work of God, for without the Spirit we
will not see the special saving work of God. It was also
stressed that we need to reflect our Father in his love
for the world. We can only know the truth and reflect
our Father if the Spirit opens our hearts. We need to cry
out for the Spirit to open our eyes and give us under-
standing! Let us never forget how substandard we are.
Not one of us is up to the task of raising our children in
our own strength. We need to seek our salvation outside
of ourselves. This also means that we seek our energy,
and stamina, and methods of raising our children out-
side of ourselves. We cannot give our children faith so
we must pray regularly and often for the working of the
Holy Spirit in them. Rev. VanWoudenberg mentioned that
we have to remember that it isn’t a method of parenting
that saves our children. Only the Spirit can bring faith.
As we read in Deuteronomy 6 that faith must permeate
our homes! We are tools in the hands of God.

He concluded his speech and we were then able to
break into table discussions. To conclude the morning we
sang Psalm 143:6 and Cindy Osterhoff led us in Scrip-
ture reading and prayer. After lunch we began the after-



Afternoon speaker:
Anne deBoer

noon session by singing O Canada and Wendy led us in
prayer. Two ladies from the Dunnville church led us in
entertainment before we would settle in to listen to our
afternoon speaker, Anne deBoer. Anne began by intro-
ducing us to a lady who is scared but wants to serve
God. She knows that all she needs is the faith of a mus-
tard seed. She knows that a small glimpse of God’s glory
would set our hearts blazing for Christ and that we could
move mountains. Anne gave us two examples of men in
the Bible who had wavering faith. The first was Moses

who stood on holy ground and when God called him to
speak to Pharaoh, fear gripped him and he had excuses
as to why he couldn’t be the one to lead the people out
of Egypt. Then she spoke about Peter who dropped his
occupation to follow Jesus showing us that he had no
lack of trust but later he doubted when he walked on the
water and he lost all confidence. We need to know that
if we rely on our own ability we cannot do our task. We
need to rely on the strength of God. When our inabilities
weigh us down we need to see the ability of God. We need
to look to Jesus through prayer and through God’s Word.
Remember that we can do all things through Christ who
strengthens us! Anne stressed that when life seems im-
possible we may give our cares over to God. After Anne
concluded her speech we sang Psalm 25:2 and 4 and then
had table discussions with questions that were provided.

Our League President then brought our day to a close
with a few announcements. It was mentioned that we
raised $1853.00 for CCRTC. The caterers were thanked for
all their work though out the day and the ladies of Dunn-
ville church were thanked for organizing and putting on
an enjoyable day. The speakers were again thanked for
giving us so much to think about and to carry with us
through our daily lives.

We sang Hymn 39:1, 2, and 5. Dianne Westrik closed
in prayer to end a beautiful day of praising God and be-
ing filled with his Word! What a blessing!
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BOOK REVIEW

The Nursery of the Holy Spirit: Welcoming
Children in Xorship, Daniel R. Hyde, Eugene:
Wipf & Stock, 2014.

Additional Information: Paperback, 69 pages,
$13.00 USD

There are heaps of Reformed books about children,
but they typically hone in just one topic: infant bap-
tism. However, this is the only book that I have en-
countered that speaks to the place of children in public
worship. It’s an important topic and one that is often
discussed informally in Reformed churches. Some want
to shuffle their children off to special programs, even
when they are school age and can sit quietly in church.
The argument is that children don’t get anything out of
the service anyway, so why should they be there only
to distract their parents and others? Others become im-
patient with the children who are in church and are in
the process of learning to sit quietly. We all talk about
children in the worship service, but do we always do
that with the right perspective? This book brings a
much-needed biblical approach.

The author is a well-known author and Reformed
pastor. He currently serves the Oceanside United Re-
formed Church in California. Moreover, as the father of
four children, he has a vested interest in the topic. He
understands the challenges that Christian parents face
when it comes to worship.

Hyde’s little book argues persuasively that children
definitely have a place in the church’s public worship.
Since the church is “the nursery of the Holy Spirit,” from
their youngest years, the children of believers belong
with God’s people as they meet with him on the Lord’s
Day. The book not only argues this point, but also help-
fully provides some practical advice on how to make it
work. In the first chapter, Hyde lays out our contempor-
ary situation and how we got to this point where many
people (even in Reformed churches) assume that children
don’t belong in public worship. He looks at the history of
this topic. The second chapter looks more closely at the
relevant Scripture passages from the Old and New Tes-
taments. The final chapter is where the author offers the
answers to several practical questions.
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Wes Bredenhof
Pastor of the Providence Canadian
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As much as I appreci-
ated it, I have one critical
comment to make. In the
first chapter, Hyde asks the
question: “With whom does
God make his covenant?”
His answer is two-fold. He
first says, “From the point of
view of God and eternity, he
made it with Christ and the elect.” Then he quotes from
the Westminster Larger Catechism QA 31. He goes on to
add, “From our point of view in history, God made his
covenant with believers and their children” (9). He sup-
ports that with a quote from Canons of Dort 1.17. This
two-fold answer is unsatisfactory and regrettable. It
leaves the impression that, from God’s perspective, he
does not truly covenant with all our children, but only
with our elect children. Hyde has dealt with this question
before. In his great little book on infant baptism, Jesus
Loves the Little Children, he simply said that the coven-
ant is made with believers and their children. I wish he
would have just given the same answer here. Thankfully,
I did not see any evidence that this problem impacted the
arguments that follow.

Overall, this is a fantastic resource. I would highly
recommend it, not only for parents, but also for office
bearers. After all, office bearers need to provide leader-
ship in encouraging families to worship together. They
need to make decisions in the church that encourage the
children to be present as soon as they can. For all of us,
we need this valuable reminder that, when God calls his
covenant people to worship, he also calls our little ones.
He loves to hear them sing, watch them listen, participate
in the offerings, and everything else. If Jesus said, “Let
the little children come to me,” who are we to stand in

the way?

Daniel R. Hyde



YOU ASKED

When travelling to The Netherlands, visiting my parents
and the church they belong to, | witnessed the reading
elder raise his arms in blessing at the beginning and end

William den Hollander
Minister emeritus of the

Bethel Canadian Reformed
Church of Toronto, Ontario
denhollanderw@gmail.com

of the service. In the afternoon there was no elder reading

the sermon, so a male member of the congregation did the service.

He too raised his arms in blessing. It confused me, as | was under the
impression that only a minister was allowed to raise his arms in blessing. My question is this: where
did the raising of the arms originate. . . for a minister, elder, and male member, and why raising the
arms in blessing? In our churches, reading elders do not raise their arms, yet we do get the blessing.

In The Netherlands the discussion
of the matter of “the blessing elder”
has taken a long time. At the General
Synod of Kampen 1975 much discus-
sion took place regarding the worship
services, order of service, church
book, etc. In the context of those dis-
cussions the “reading service” received attention as well,
albeit as an exception to the regular worship services.
At that time it was stated that the reading service was
a complete worship service, though conducted in a dif-
ferent manner. Hence it was explained and accepted that
therefore the salutation and benediction was given in a
different manner as well; i.e. just read as a blessing or
prayer instead of laying it upon the congregation as a
blessing. In answer to the above question, I may add at
this point that the lifting of the hands at the pronounce-
ment of the blessing makes it visible that the blessing is
laid upon the congregation, as the Scriptures shows us
e.g, in Leviyicus 9:22; Numbers 6:22-27; Luke 24:50).

In subsequent general synods (from Arnhem 1981 till
Leusden 1999) the matter came up and was discussed via
overtures, reports by deputies, appeals, and requests for
revision. After this protracted discussion it became an
accepted phenomenon in the so-called “reading services”
(especially after GS Ommen 1993 decided to give it in the
freedom of the churches), even though it made reference
to texts that speak about the blessings by priests, Christ
Himself, and the apostles. In the course of the discussion

from 1981-1999 a shift can be observed from the func-
tion of the blessing as inherent to the office of the minis-
ter (authorized to preach, administer the sacraments, and
give the blessing) fo the function of the blessing as just
a liturgical matter. In the understanding of the original
function the blessing was part and parcel of the ministry
of reconciliation (as it was in the OT with priests author-
ized to give the blessing, Deut 10:8; 33:10), a fulfilled
ministry inherited by the ministers of the Word (Rom
15:16; 2 Cor 5:18-20).

Upon the shift to the blessing being just a liturgical
matter, it was included with the authorization of the elder
by the consistory to conduct the worship service: he must
read the law, lead in prayer, present the Word, and subse-
quently conclude the service with the blessing with up-
lifted hands. In the case of an authorization by the consis-
tory, it can now happen as well that the blessing is given
by someone, who is not an office bearer but a regular male
member, asked to lead a reading service (perhaps of late
even a sister with the gift of eloquence). Initially, such a
service was opened and closed by an elder, which practice
eventually was discontinued; again, on the basis of the
fact that the reader was authorized by the consistory.

Although the shift to the functioning of the blessing
as a liturgical matter had slowly but surely become an
accepted practice, the warning has been voiced time and
again that with the decision regarding “the blessing elder”
the churches have broken with a 2000 year practice in the
history of the church. Ever since the beginning of the NT
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church the blessing had been reserved for the authoriza-
tion of the minister of the Word to execute the ministry of
reconciliation, which included the Word, the sacraments,
and the blessing (Num 6:22-27; Heb 7)! The minister as
the teaching elder (1 Tim 5:17) in his preaching and teach-
ing continued the work of the OT priests, who taught, ex-
horted, and blessed. They are the ambassadors of God (2

Cor 5:18-20) who speak on God’s behalf, called as they are
by Christ as pastors and teachers (Eph 4:11). The (ruling)
elders who read the sermons do not have this calling or
authorization to preach the Word, neither may they ad-
minister the sacraments, and therefore should not give the
blessing either. They may conclude the worship service by
reading the blessing as a prayer with the congregation.

What is the role of the law (any precept or instruction given by God in his \Word)

in my faith life? Why do we read the Ten Commandments every Sunday? Does
referring to the Ten Commandments as the “Ten Words of the Covenant,” or even
as a “rule for thankfulness” cause us to forego ongoing faith in Christ? In Galatians
3:24-25 Paul says that the law’s purpose was to lead us to Christ so that we could
be justified by faith. He also says that now that faith has come, we are no longer
under law'’s supervision. Considering texts like Romans 7:1-6 and Galatians 2:19-20,
can we produce fruits of faith if we are made to think we still have to keep the Law?

The practice of reading the law of
the Ten Commandments in the wor-
ship service dates back to the late
Middle Ages, i.e. it had a place already
in the Romish liturgy. The church of
the Reformation has taken this over,
so that the law was read (or sung: in

Calvin’s liturgy in Strassburg!) at the beginning of the
morning worship service. The law functioned first of all
as a mirror to show God’s people their sins and guilt be-
fore the Lorp, in order that they would confess their sins
and seek their salvation in Christ. In Calvin’s liturgy the
latter was expressed when the singing of the two tables
of the law (two stanzas representing them) was followed
by the refrain “Kyrie-eleison,” i.e. “Lord, have mercy!” At
the same time the Law also functioned as the rule (norm)
for a life of thankfulness for God’s deliverance (in the OT
expressed in the preamble of the law, which in the NT is
fulfilled in Christ’s deliverance from sin and death!). In
the course of time the place of the reading of the law was
followed by a prayer of confession and by the assurance
of pardon, while in other liturgies the reading followed
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the proclamation of the gospel so that the law as rule of
thankfulness stood out more.

That the Ten Commandments are special in the con-
text of the Old and New Testament is clear from the name
they had: the ten words of the covenant, or the words of
the covenant (Exod 34:28), or just the covenant (Deut
4:13). They may rightly be called the “Constitution of the
Covenant!” They are special also in that the Lorp God
himself wrote them on the two stone tablets by his own
hand (finger; Exod 31:18). They were kept in a special
place in the Ark of the Covenant. These Ten Words were
the essence, the crux, of the covenant with the Lorp, and
as Moses shows so clearly in the book of Deuteronomy,
the other decrees, precepts, and ordinances were an ex-
planation and application of them! Hence the Ten Words
supersede the statutes and ordinances when they are ful-
filled by Christ! The NT teaches us that they continue
to be the norm in a life of faith, in a life in Christ, a
redeemed life (Matt 5:17f; 19:18f); as also Paul shows us
in Romans 13:9 and James in 2:11. Christ instructed us
not only regarding the continued use of the law but also
showed us his fulfilment of the law in his perfect obedi-



ence. Thus Paul calls the Ten Words “the law of Christ” (1
Cor 9:21).

As those who are united with Christ and who by faith
live in Christ, true believers obey like the Lord Jesus did
(John 13:34; 15:10; 1 John 2:6). Christ is the norm (ex-
ample) and by his Spirit also the origin (source) of our
obedience, as we find our peace in the covenant in his
blood (our worship service starts with that rich greeting:
“Grace to you and peace from God the Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ!”). Now the preamble of the law can read: “I
am the Lorp your God who in Christ delivered you from
the bondage to sin and death.” It’s in Christ that we obtain
our righteousness (obedience) according to the law (it’s
imputed to me); living in Christ and Christ living in me
(Gal 2:20), he imparts this obedience to the law to me by
faith in him, through his Spirit.

In the Heidelberg Catechism the twofold usage of the
law is expressed in Lord’s Day 2 and the Lord’s Days 34-
44:those who seek their life outside of themselves in Jesus
Christ (Rom 7:24, 25) bring their sacrifice of thanksgiving

in a life of gratitude according to God’s will (Rom 12:1, 2).
It is the work of the Holy Spirit to renew us in the image
of Christ so that we, too, live a life of obedience (out of
thankfulness!) (Rom 8:4; 1 Pet 1:2; Matt 7:21). What the
law was unable to do Christ’s Spirit does, showing that the
law was good even if it was unable to bring us to this life
of obedience and holiness (Rom 7:7f).

Now the Spirit writes this law on the tablets of our
heart (Jer 31:33; Heb 8:10). Hence, it’s not as if those
who believe also “have to keep the law - still;” no, it’s
the fruit of the Spirit of him who delivers us who works
this fruit in us! That’s how he renews and sanctifies us,
and the law on the tablets of our heart becomes second
nature to us (we are no longer under the supervision of
the law, Gal 3:24f). We do confess, however, that the
holiest have only a small beginning of this obedience
(HC, LD 44). Thus we learn to sing the praises of God’s
law with Psalm 119, because it shows us the holiness and
righteousness of God in Christ reflected in our newness
of life by faith (2 Cor 3:18)!

Is there something you've been wanting to know?

An answer you‘'ve been looking for?

Ask us a question!

Please direct questions to Rev. W. denHollander

denhollanderw@gmail.com

23 Kinsman Drive, Binbrook, ON LOR 1CO
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PRESS RELEASE

Press Release: Classis Northern Ontario,
December 11, 2014 (convened in Elora)

On behalf of the convening church of Elora, Rev. C. J.
VanderVelde welcomed the delegates and opened the meet-
ing in a Christian fashion. The delegates of Owen Sound
reported that the credentials were found to be in order.
However, the delegates from Orangeville and Brampton
could not attend due to inclement weather. The officers
took their positions: Rev. D.G.J. Agema was chairman,
Rev. C.J. VanderVelde was vice-chairman (in the absence
of Rev. M.H. VanLuik), and Rev. T.A. Wierenga was the
clerk. The agenda was adopted with some additions.

A church visitation report regarding the church at
Fergus North was received with gratitude. Reports were
received from the following churches and committees:
from the church to inspect the classical archives, the
treasurer of Classis Northern ON, the church to audit
the books of the treasurer, and the Committee for Needy
Churches. The chairman posed the questions of Article
44 of the Church Order to the delegates of each church.
All churches answered positively to the first two ques-
tions, and no church requested advice.

After the required documents were reviewed, the call
of Rev. P.G. Feenstra to the church at Guelph Emmanuel

was approved by Classis. The church of Guelph informed
Classis that the installation of Rev. Feenstra will take
place, the Lord willing, on January 11, 2015. The church
of Fergus North was appointed to represent Classis at the
installation. At the request of Grand Valley, and with his
agreement, Rev. C.J. VanderVelde was appointed as coun-
sellor for the Grand Valley congregation.

Classis appointed the church at Fergus Maranatha as
the convening church for the next classis to be convened
on March 13, 2015 at 9:00 am (or the previous evening if
there are few items on the agenda).

Fraternal delegates from the URCNA and the OPC had
been invited to this assembly but sent their regrets for
being unable to attend. The convening church will invite
fraternal delegates to the next classis and send repre-
sentatives to other church assemblies if invited.

Question period was not made use of and the chair-
man thanked the brothers for their brotherly cooperation.
The acts of this classis were adopted and it was agreed
that the clerk would draft a press release in consultation
with the chairman and vice-chairman. The delegates
sang a hymn and the chairman led in prayer of thanks-
giving. He declared this assembly closed.

Rev. Theo A. Wierenga
(clerk at that time)

TG,
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