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Some feel that drastic measures are required to prevent
a mass-exodus of young members

Outside the Box

Editorial
Cl. Stam

My last editorial on “Free Will” got me locally into
a lot of hot water. Some felt personally insulted. I was
eloquently told that my article was “godless chatter.”
However, any resemblance to actual persons was
purely accidental. I was using a post-modern
“metaphorical” format, which is a dangerous
undertaking. But remember, everyone is innocent until
proven guilty in a court of law. Take the fifth.

More than once I have been asked if I was
prepared to think “outside the box.” I usually reply
that someone had first better explain what this
exactly means. Thinking outside the box is a kind of
cliché or catchphrase that is used and heard
nowadays, without people often understanding what
it exactly implies.

Where does the term come from? I first thought that
perhaps it was a Taco Bell spin-off. Some so-called
restaurants are constantly trying to have us think
“outside the bun.” I was assured that it has nothing to
do with food.

Perhaps food for thought, then. Google gave some
info. The term originated in business circles and has
to do with sound policy and practice. It is typically an
art form perfected by managers, coaches, and sundry
consultants whose task is to (help) solve real or
perceived problems.

No preconceived notions
Thinking outside the box means that we approach

all matters without any preconceived notions. We are
to be tabula rasa, a clean, white sheet. Positively it
implies that we come up with new solutions to old

problems. Negatively it means that we disrespect the
past and start all over again.

Of course, no one can really be a clean white
sheet. We all come with our preconceived notions and
ideas. We all have a certain background that
influences us. No one is neutral. We are constantly
reacting to or interacting with our background. Dr. C.
van Til and Francis Schaeffer taught us that.

I discovered through the years that most people
who think “outside the box” are very well-intentioned
and deeply innocent. Yet they can be irritants. In any
case, thinking outside the box is akin to “pushing the
envelope” and therefore it requires a sizeable
quantity of courage. Allons enfants. . . marchons!

Perhaps it is a typically post-modern activity,
although we may well be past post-modernism.
Nowadays the emphasis is more on the process than
the result. Results are always tentative and
provisional, and can be changed, but it is the process
that counts. Once we have the proper process in
place, good results will invariably follow. So we think.
Hence there is among current post-modernists a
strong measure of optimism. If only we are prepared
to think “outside the box,” all will go well. We will
adapt as we go along and may be assured of success
in the long run.

Those who will not think “outside the box” are
considered to be losers, who run the risk of being
frozen in time. These frosty elements will be
discarded as the process continues without
hindrance. In order to be “in” you must almost by
necessity be “out.” I’d like to get back to the matter of
“frozen” stuff in another article.

Rev. Cl. Stam is minister
emeritus of the Canadian
Reformed Church at
Hamilton, Ontario
clstam@mountaincable.net
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What is the box?
The question rises now: what is the box? In what

areas and in what way are we being boxed in? If I am
to experience a claustrophobic attack in the box, I’d
like to know why.

What is the box? When you ask, people do not
really know. I concluded that in many cases the box is
seen as tradition and custom. We are being stifled by
(Reformed) tradition and need to break the ancient
shackles. Get with the program and be innovative.
Hence, think outside the box.

The focus is especially on church life, on the youth
and the children. I have been told that today’s young
people are not happy with an age-old liturgy. The
liturgy, I read somewhere, is also frozen. Old,
unappealing songs and melodies need to be
exchanged for modern and better ones. We have to
liven up and let loose. This is an interactive age and
so we need more participation in the worship
services. The old pipe organ as instrument of choice
is passé. We need to add instruments and increase
congregational involvement. Just how far this must
go, no one seems to know exactly. As long as the
process starts. . . it is okay.

There are especially general concerns about the
preaching. The unboxed find that sermons are
(generally) too long and very boring. Much
preaching seems to be impertinent. The youth are
not addressed. The threshold is too high for non-
members. This would explain why we are not
growing or why the growth is only from the inside,
through babies. I understand that preaching needs
to be more narrative and less dogmatic. I agree that
preaching in general needs to be more focused and
powerful, but as retired preacher I have to be
carefully restrained. Think of the fox and the chicken
coop. Nice challenge, however, for our
Theological College.

After conducting the service one Sunday morning
recently, I walked out of church with a fellow-
worshipper and he said to me, “Thanks for keeping it
short.” I took that as an uninvited compliment. The
man was apparently thinking “outside the box.”
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I simply smiled and said, “No problem.” You see, I, too,
am learning to think “outside the box.”

By all accounts it appears that the “box” is
especially the liturgy which is deemed not user-
friendly, inviting, or motivational. We are allegedly
not enough mission-oriented. And so we run the risk of
losing our youth. Some feel that drastic measures are
required to prevent a mass-exodus of young members
(and some not so young). That’s the word in some of
the pews.

To be sure, no one wants to touch the heart of the
matter: the Word and the confessions. Only outward,
practical, peripheral things have to be changed.
Somewhere I again read the old term adiaphora,
meaning things that are not essential but peripheral.
Let’s get rid of the adiaphora, no loss there.

Much out-of the-box stuff is cosmetic. I was treated
to selected readings from Romans 14 where we are
exhorted to “stop passing judgment on one another.”
Adiaphora, eh? Every now and then that term
conveniently comes popping out of the bun. . .
err. . . box.

The Bible and the box
Assuming that we now understand what the box is,

does the Bible say anything about it? I mean, that’s the
bottom line. Does the Bible tell us that tradition is
something to be challenged and that new ways have
to be sought to save the church from collapse?

I remember reading the Rev. G. van Dooren’s book
about the beauty of Reformed liturgy. I was quite
impressed. Perhaps we should all re-read that book
and come away with a new sense of appreciation for
the Reformed liturgy. There are reasons why we do
things as we do. There is always room for warranted
change, but we do not have to organize an
ecclesiastical garage sale.

What about the Lord Jesus and the box? I’d
appreciate some discussion on that. Our Saviour is
not an abolitionist (Mathew 5:17, 18). He opposed a
hypocritical use of ancient traditions, but did not
throw the box away. He always referred people to the
prophets. Regeneration is not the same as
restructuring. The former is a work of the Spirit; the
latter is an effort of the coach. Our Lord was
refreshing in his teaching and life because He
thought inside the box.

Still, we are not bound by boxes, little or grand.
They’re all made out of ticky-tack. And they all look
just the same. We have a rich Reformed heritage; we
ought to be thankful for that and, if necessary, improve
on that. If that is what thinking “outside the box”
means, I’m all for it. For the rest, there’s nothing new
under the sun.

Does the Bible tell us that tradition is
something to be challenged and that new
ways have to be sought to save the
church from collapse?
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Everything that we see has
been created by God. And
everything that we cannot see has
also been created by God. It is
only God Himself, the Creator of
all things, who is eternal and
uncreated. He has always been,
always is, and always will be. In
an essential way, there are only
two kinds of entities: the Creator
and things which are created.
There is nothing which can
remove the difference between the
Creator and his creatures, the
works of his hands.

The fact of creation is widely
denied in our day of post-modern
western culture. The denial of this
critical historical event has had
varied and far-reaching
consequences for how man views
himself and the world around him.
Man is unsure of his identity and
destiny in this world. He has lost
his direction and wanders about in
spiritual darkness.

How amazing it is that as God’s
children, we may have received
God’s revelation about who He is
and what He has done. The Bible
begins with the magnificent
account of God’s work of creation.
Throughout Genesis 1, the Lord
God is creating and He does this
merely by speaking the word. He
said, “Let there be. . .” and then
there follows “and it was so.” The
psalmist sings in Psalm 33:6, 9 “By
the word of the Lord were the
heavens made, their starry host by
the breath of his mouth … for he
spoke, and it came to be; he
commanded, and it stood firm.” It is

our God who has created light, the
seas, birds, insects, trees, and
rocks. Everything that moves and
exists has been planned out and
brought into being by the
command of the Lord.

In our text we read about the
climax of God’s creating work,
mankind. The Lord created man in
the same way as everything else.
He spoke and Adam came into
being. In verse 30 we read the
refrain “and it was so” for the last
time. This was the last of his
creation and when He considered
what He had made, then He
concluded that it was very good
(Gen 1:31).

We have been created by God
and made to be in his image. Our
identity is clear and amazing. We
are not products of a lower species
but we were made by God Himself.
Our origins are not lost in the
mists of time but come from the
mouth of God. Before God spoke,
there was nothing but then God
spoke and our first ancestor, Adam
was created. He was made in
God’s image.

The rest of Genesis 1:26
explains the “image of God”
essentially as having to rule over
everything else that God has made
while the catechism, in Lord’s Day
3, explains it as being made “in
true righteousness and holiness”
for man was created perfect by
God. It is not possible to go into
detail with regards to the exact
meaning of the “image of God”
here, but what is clear is that man
has received a high calling from

God. Man is the special creature
whom God has made, completely
unlike anything else but it is only
man who was created in the image
of God.

We need to realize the
implications of our being created
by God in our own life here and
now in the place and station in
which God has placed us. Let us
behave as those who realize that
they have been made by God
Himself. Those who think they are
descendents of monkeys often
behave like that as well in many
ways and this is reflected in a
survival of the fittest mentality
and promiscuous lifestyle. But we
may know ourselves to be children
of God.

Let us show ourselves to be true
image-bearers of God in our daily
lives and strive to worship and
adore Him alone in all that we do.
He will certainly also be near to us
in all circumstances of life when
we trust in Him and confess his
great love for us as shown in his
Son Jesus Christ. We do not need to
be overcome by a sense of feeling
lost in a gigantic universe but we
may know ourselves to be in the
palm of our heavenly Father. He
has made us and therefore we are
very precious to Him.

And, what is more, with the eye
of faith we may see all around us
the signs of his work of renewal
and recreation. For He is preparing
a new heaven and a new earth in
which God will dwell with man as
in the Garden of Eden. How we
look forward to that day!

Rev. S.C.Van Dam is minister of
the Canadian Reformed Church
at Grassie, Ontario
s.carl.vandam@canrc.org

Treasures, New and Old
S.C. Van Dam

MATTHEW 13:52

Created by God

“Then God said, ‘Let us make man. . .’”
Genesis 1:26
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Intent
On the whole, talks towards full

unification of the Canadian
Reformed Churches (CanRC) and
the United Reformed Churches
(URCNA) have moved forward at
an acceptable rate. A couple of
hurdles, however, have appeared
on the road, one of them revolving
around the training for the
ministry.

The CanRC has a seminary (in
Hamilton) operated and controlled
by the churches (by a Board of
Governors appointed by and
responsible to synod). The URCNA,
on the other hand, does not involve
itself at the federational level with
the training for the ministry, but
receives its ministers from
seminaries (predominately MARS
in Chicago and Westminster West
in Escondido) operated and
controlled by (business) people
who turn out to be active members
of the URCNA or a sister church.
The CanRC position has been that
a united church should have a
least one federationally-controlled
seminary. To promote this position,
a committee appointed to discuss
the matter with URCNA
counterparts produced a paper
entitled, “Why Do the Canadian
Reformed Churches Have Their
Own Seminary?” This paper
(available in the Acts of Synod
Chatham, 2004, pages 224-234)
documented why the CanRC

insists on a church-controlled
seminary – but its argument was
rejected by the URCNA.
Subsequent discussions in
Christian Renewal and Clarion
demonstrate that the arguments
used in this paper have not been
convincing to all.

I, too, have found the paper
unconvincing. It’s not that I
question the need for a
federationally-controlled seminary.
Rather, I do not think the paper
proved its conclusion. Consider
this quote from said paper: “2
Timothy 2:2. . . is. . . the only
Scripture that is specifically
mentioned in the official account of
the discussions that led to the
decision of the 1891 Synod of the
churches of the Secession, to
maintain the principle that the
church is called to maintain its
own training for the ministry of the
Word.” One would expect, then,
that the paper’s study of 2 Timothy
2:2 would bring out clearly and
indisputably that the Lord God
indeed desires the churches to
train future ministers through a
church-controlled seminary. Yet
when it comes to drawing out the
instruction of 2 Timothy 2:2, the
paper ends up saying nothing
stronger than this:

It is also to be noted that the
task of entrusting the gospel to
others is given to a man like
Timothy who had received the
laying on of hands and held

office in the church. The
principle appears to be that
those holding office in the
church must train office bearers
for the church. Office bearers
ordained by the church work on
behalf of the church.

This paragraph leads to this
conclusion: “Here we have a key
apostolic mandate for the
transmitting of the gospel from one
generation to the other. . . Those
who preach the Word must train
others to do the same” (emphasis
added, CB). My question: how can
the word “appears” lead to “a key
apostolic mandate” and hence the
use of the normative word “must”?
If the churches ought to have a
federationally-controlled seminary
(and again, I believe we should),
we’ll need stronger arguments
than this paper supplies.

What follows is an attempt to
strengthen the argument for a
church controlled seminary.

Timothy
2 Timothy 2:2 reads as follows:

“And the things you have heard
me say in the presence of many
witnesses entrust to reliable men
who will also be qualified to teach
others.” Paul’s point is clear:
future generations need to hear
the gospel of Jesus Christ, for faith
comes by hearing. Timothy, then,
must in some way see to it that
men be trained to preach
the gospel.

C. Bouwman

Defending a
Federationally-Controlled
Seminary
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It is striking that Paul does not
stipulate how Timothy must go
about entrusting the gospel to
future preachers. Was Timothy to
do that himself? Was he to
organize others to do it? Was he to
mobilize the elders of his church, or
perhaps the elders of neighbouring
churches? If yes, were the elders
themselves to do the entrusting
and training required by Paul’s
instruction, or were the elders (or
churches) to supervise others to do
the training on their behalf?
Alternatively, was Timothy to
approach some godly businessmen
who had the means to finance and
supervise the training? The
passage does not give detail.

Yet it seems to me noteworthy
that Paul gave this instruction to
Timothy. Timothy was a preacher of
the gospel (cf 2 Tim 4:2), charged to
do the work of an evangelist (2 Tim
4:5). By God’s providence and
calling, then, here was a man
specifically commissioned to pass
on the good news of Jesus Christ in
the ongoing proclamation of the
gospel to believers and
unbelievers. This is the man who
receives the charge to have the
gospel entrusted to faithful men
who could in turn teach others.

Were there options? Could the
Holy Spirit have moved Paul to
give this instruction to someone
else? Undoubtedly He could; the
Holy Spirit is free and sovereign.
He could, for example, have moved
Paul to give the instruction of 2
Timothy 2:2 to Philemon, arguably
a man of means since he was rich
enough to own slaves.
Alternatively, the Spirit could have
moved Paul to give the instruction
of 2 Timothy 2:2 to Aquila and
Priscilla, a business-savvy couple
who used their means and gifts to
spread the gospel as they had
opportunity (and even had the
wherewithal to correct Apollos
theologically, see Acts 18:26). Yet
the Holy Spirit did not have this

instruction delivered to business
people of the church (who may or
may not have been elders), but to
a preacher of the church. One
wonders why.

Pentateuch
Under the guidance of the Holy

Spirit, the Apostle Paul “developed
his theology” (to use that unhappy
phrase for the sake of brevity)
through the study of the Old
Testament. That is true not only of
such “big” doctrinal matters as
justification and atonement, but
also of “lesser significant” matters
as voluntary contributions – and
training for the ministry. Given the
identity of the intended readers of
this article, I trust I need spend no
further time drawing out that Paul’s
words are rooted in Old Testament
instruction. Is there, then, Old
Testament instruction that would
direct Paul to give the command of
2 Timothy 2:2 to a preacher?

In the Old Testament, the Lord
God ordained that the gospel of
Jesus Christ was graphically
portrayed for Israel in the
sacrifices and ceremonies of the
tabernacle (and later the temple).
The people of Israel outside the
tabernacle were reconciled to the
God who dwelt in the Holy of
Holies within the tabernacle
through the sacrifices offered on
the altar in front of the tabernacle.
The Israelite – sinner that he was -
would bring a goat from his flock to
the tabernacle, lay his hands on
the head of the goat, confess his
sins – and his sins would be
transferred to the goat, which
would die in his place. Here
was gospel!

By God’s instruction a man of
the tribe of Levi was to officiate at
this ceremony. This Levite
(primarily a priest) was also to
explain to the Israelite the
significance of what happened.
That is to say: this priest (or Levite)
was the preacher of the gospel God

gave to his Old Testament church.
At the opening of the tabernacle
“the Lord said to Aaron, ‘You and
your sons. . . must teach the
Israelites all the decrees the Lord
has given them through Moses’”
(Lev 10:11) – and the word “decrees”
refers in first instance to the
ceremonies of the tabernacle
wherein the gospel of redemption
was spelled out. Moses reiterated
the task of the Levites as he
blessed the tribes before his death;
“about Levi he said. . . he teaches
your precepts to Jacob and your
law to Israel. He offers incense
before you and whole burnt
offerings on your altar” (Deut 33:10;
cf Deut 24:8; Mal 2:7). Here, now, is
the vital question: how was the
priest (or Levite) to know the
ceremonies of the tabernacle and
how did he learn the explanation
he was to say to the people? How
was he trained to preach the
gospel to the people who came to
the tabernacle?

The books of Moses do not
speak of any formal training
institute in theology. Yet it cannot
be without significance that after
the Lord God renewed his covenant
with Israel at Mount Sinai, He
instructed Moses to come up to Him
on the mountain together with
Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu (Exod
24:1). Though Aaron and his sons
were not yet set aside for priestly
duties, God in his providence had
them already come to Him on the
mountain to see the God of Israel
and eat with Him (Exod 24:10f).
Aaron and his two sons saw the
greatness and majesty of God, the
same majesty and holiness that
prompted the angels of Isaiah’s
vision to keep on saying, “Holy,
holy, holy is the Lord God
almighty” (Isa 6:3). When Moses
later came down the mountain and
gave Israel instruction about how
the tabernacle was to be built
(Exod 25-31) and then added
instruction about how the priest
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was to be dressed (Exod 28) and
ordained to office (Exod 29), Aaron
as priest (and his sons with him)
were undoubtedly duly impressed
with the majesty of the God they
served. My point: here was
theological training from the
mouth of God Himself.

In the same vein, when the Lord
Himself moved into the completed
tabernacle in his cloud of glory
(Exod 40), his subsequent
instruction about how the
sacrifices were to be performed
had distinct weight for Israel and
the priests within Israel. That
priests should minister to the
people in the presence of such a
God – behold his glory in the cloud!
– was a responsible and awesome
privilege, one obviously performed
only with fear and trembling. The
books of Leviticus and Numbers
are replete with the refrain, “the
Lord said to Moses,” and there
followed instruction for Israel that
the Aaron and his sons had to
know well (cf Lev 1:1f; 4:1; 5:14; 6:1;
etc). In fact, time and again we
read instruction specific to the
priests: “the Lord said to Moses,
‘Say to Aaron and his sons. . .’” (cf
Lev 6:8; 6:24; etc). You see, God
Himself saw to it that a generation
of teachers and preachers was
raised who could set forth to his
covenant people the wealth of
the gospel.

Two more things need to be said
before we move on. The first is that
we need not assume that every
item of instruction the Lord gave
Moses, Aaron, and Israel is
preserved in the Bible. We for our
part read the Old Testament in the
light of the New and so understand
that the lamb slaughtered in the
tabernacle foreshadowed the
promised Saviour. Though Aaron
and his sons never read the New
Testament, they will through God’s
revelation have understood that
the lamb of the tabernacle did not
itself take away sins but

foreshadowed the Lamb of God
who was to come. By making this
point I want to make clear that not
the entirety of the theological
training God gave them is
verbatim recorded in Scripture.

Secondly, when Nadab and
Abihu died on the day the
tabernacle was opened (Lev 10:2),
Aaron’s remaining two sons,
Eleazar and Ithamar, were
installed as priests in place of their
brothers. Yet we cannot assume
that Eleazar and Ithamar were, at
their moment of installation, totally
unschooled in their understanding
of God and his service in the
tabernacle. In other words, Aaron
prepared the next generation for
the work of priesthood. In similar
vein, the Levites will have trained
their children to take up their
Levitical task in the tabernacle
once they were of age. This follows
from God’s instruction through
Moses to the parents of Israel:

“These commandments that I
give you today are to be upon your
hearts. Impress them on your
children. Talk about them when
you sit at home and when you walk
along the road. . .” (Deut 6:6f).
Priests and Levites had more to
teach their children in relation to
the details of the tabernacle than
persons of, say, the tribe of Gad.

The conclusions arising from
the above are two. First, initial
preachers of the gospel in the Old
Testament tabernacle received

their training from none less than
God Himself, through revelation He
gave through his servant Moses.
Second, these preachers of the
gospel were themselves charged
with the responsibility to entrust
the good news to reliable men who
would be qualified to teach others;
those “reliable men” were the sons
God in his providence had
entrusted to their care. This was
the norm for the training to the
ministry surrounding the
tabernacle in the Old Testament:
one generation of “preachers” was
to train the next generation.

The prophets
In the course of years, the

priests and Levites of Israel
neglected their responsibilities. Eli
the high priest was negligent in
training his sons for the work of the
priesthood. They in turn, obviously,
did not teach the people the way of
the Lord – nor train their own sons
to be effective preachers of the
gospel of grace in Israel. In the
resulting vacuum, Samuel the
Levite (1 Chron 6:28) took on a
prophetic role. In fact, in the years
following Samuel the Lord gave
more prophets to Israel – men
charged by God to teach the people
the way of the Lord. Had the priests
and Levites been faithful to their
calling, there would have been
much less place for prophets in
Israel than the reality turned out to
be. Had the priests and Levites of
Israel been diligent in training the
next generation of preachers for
God’s people, Israel would not
have seen the rise of the “sons of
the prophets” (cf 1 Sam 10:5; 1 Kgs
20:35; 2 Kgs 2:3, etc). As it is,
negligence amongst those called
by God to proclaim the gospel
appears to have triggered the rise
of prophets and the “sons of the
prophets” – schools assembled
(dare I say it?) by godly men of
means within Israel.

God Himself saw to it
that a generation of
teachers and preachers
was raised who could set
forth to his covenant
people the wealth of the
gospel
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However this may have been, it
is evident that the background to
Paul’s instruction to Timothy is to
be sought in God’s instruction to
the priests and not in Israel’s
habits in relation to the prophets.

Summary of biblical data
We have enough information

now to draw some conclusions.
1. The ordinance of God in the Old

Testament was that his people
receive instruction about the
gospel of redemption through
the labours of the Levites and
priests.

2. The initial generation of priests
and Levites received their
theological training from the
Lord Himself (through Moses). In
subsequent generations the
older priests and Levites,
following the pattern of
parental responsibility, passed
on what they heard from their
fathers and entrusted it to their
sons so that they might be
qualified to teach others.

3. With the completion of his work
on the cross, the Lord Jesus
Christ fulfilled the service of the
tabernacle, including the
privileged position given to the
tribe of Levi. At the outpouring
of the Holy Spirit, the office of
preacher was opened to persons
of any tribe.

4. As Paul roots his thinking in
God’s Old Testament revelation,
the force of his instruction to
Timothy becomes clear: Timothy
as preacher, as one to whom the
mysteries of the gospel have
been entrusted, must himself
train the next generation to
preach the gospel. It is no
accident that Paul gave his
instruction to Timothy and not to
Philemon or the likes of
Priscilla and Aquila.

This is the New Testament norm
built upon God’s Old Testament
revelation. The active voice of the
verb “entrust” in 2 Timothy 2:2 is

relevant; Paul’s instruction to
Timothy is not that Timothy the
preacher organize the training of
the next generation, but that
Timothy the preacher do the
training.

Application
How is all of this to be applied

in today’s church life? Two
questions arise.

The first: if the preacher is to
train the next generation of
preachers, is he to do so in
isolation from his church or in
conjunction with the church? God
did not intend ministers of the
Word to be lone rangers, acting in
isolation from the people of God.

Preachers are given to the church
and fall under the supervision of
the church (i.e., the elders). As a
matter of fact, the church has a
vested interest in ensuring that
young men are trained to preach,
for today’s youth are tomorrow’s
parents – and tomorrow’s parents
shall need to hear the gospel
(again) in the challenges of
tomorrow. That the minister (under
the supervision of the elders) has
the charge to entrust the gospel to
the next generation, then, gives a
responsibility also to the church.
Specifically, the people of God
need to work together to ensure
that the preacher of the gospel
receives the wherewithal to fulfill
his obligations to the next
generation of preachers.

The second question is this: if
the preacher is to train the next
generation of preachers, is he to do
so by himself or with the assistance
of other preachers? Each preacher
has his own particular strengths
and weaknesses. In the providence
of God, the Lord gives many
preachers to his churches. With the
communion of saints, a pooling of
resources and strengths is both the
privilege and the responsibility of
God’s people. This is true too when
it comes to something as important
as training tomorrow’s preachers.
Ministers with their churches,
working together in a training
arising from the churches and
controlled by the churches, turns
out to be a responsible way of
applying the principle of
2 Timothy 2:2.

Conclusion
Two models of theological

training exist in the CanRC and
URCNA. The CanRC with its
federationally-controlled seminary
follows the line of 2 Timothy 2:2 as
seen in the light of God’s
ordinance concerning the
education of the Old Testament
priesthood. The URCNA model,
where faithful (business) men are
given space to organize and
control the training, is an
understandable response to the
failure of their historic
federationally-controlled seminary
– and parallels the rise of the
“schools of the prophets” in the
Old Testament. The Lord God gave
space for these prophets to
function, even as He chastised the
priests and Levites for their
failures. One need not condemn
the existence of non-church-
controlled seminaries, but we
ought to recognize that the
federationally-controlled model
does much more justice to the
revealed will of the Lord –
and hence move together in
that direction.

Paul’s instruction to
Timothy is not to
organize the training of
the next generation, but
that Timothy the preacher
do the training
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Not a day goes by that any
Christian doesn’t struggle. We
struggle with sin, we struggle with
life, death, the world, and each
other. A suffering church body calls
out to God in prayer pleading for
help and assistance – and we are
correct in doing so, because all
help and good things come from
Him alone. However, too often we
seem to expect this help to come in
some sort of supernatural form; we
hope and pray for things to
magically be made “alright” and
neglect to remember that God
works through means. One of the
most significant, and often the
most neglected, is the communion
of saints.

I’ve been to churches, and heard
stories concerning others, where
some people leave right after the
service. They’ve done their time,
appeased their consciences, and
now it’s time to get back to “life.”
While I understand that due to
service scheduling some churches
need the parking lot emptied so
that the next congregation can
come in, that is a rare, regrettable,
hopefully temporary, but necessary
set of circumstances. Part of being
a “communion” is taking the time

to converse and have fellowship
with other believers, and there is
no better time than the time
directly following the communal
worship of God. In other churches
people form cliques that are
generally unwelcoming to other
members as well as visitors. This
inhospitable façade does not
require blatant rudeness or verbal
exclusion: all it takes to present a
congregation as inhospitable is for
people to go about their own
business. Neither of these two
behaviors has any place in the
communion of saints.

Worse yet, we’ve bought into the
world’s concept of “personal
business.” What we do in our
private life is exactly that: private.
We let our spouse, boyfriend or
girlfriend, and perhaps a couple
others into our personal bubble
and make them privy to our inner
struggles, but most people are not
granted such privilege. What we
need to realize is how dangerous
this is! Not only are we
handicapping ourselves by
limiting our sources of advice, we
are blatantly neglecting one of the
greatest blessings God has
given us.

We all fail miserably
every day

Christians everywhere have a
few things in common: 1) we are
all sinners; 2) we all desire to serve
God, part of which is the cessation
of sins; and 3) when left to our own
devices, we all fail miserably
every day. Nevertheless, we have a
tool available to us to aid us in this
struggle. No struggle in a
Christian’s life, no matter how
difficult or complicated, is unique.
As regular sinners, we have, by an
early age, become very seasoned
in the knowledge of the power of
persuasion that sin has and as
each of us seeks to grow stronger
in faith and in our relationship
with God, we gain experience as
we, by God’s grace, fight off these
sinful inclinations. Because we all
face these struggles and are
constantly strengthened by God as
He helps us overcome them,
we are in an excellent position to
be of assistance to our brothers
and sisters in Christ in their
own struggles.

There is no justification, in a
communion that is supposed to be
built on love, trust, and honesty, for
secrecy. When we hide our struggles

On the Communion of Saints
Tim Bratcher
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with faith, doctrine, and sin from our
brothers and sisters, we guarantee
that we will not solve these
problems. Our prayers for God to
help us are in vain if we cut off the
very means He has provided for that
purpose. In a communion built on
openness, we need not fear being
looked down upon: these, our
brothers and sisters in Christ, share
the same struggles that we do. For
one to think himself better than
another because he does not share a
particular struggle is false pride in
an ability he does not really have:
the ability to avoid daily failing in
our calling to walk in the way that
God has commanded.

Furthermore, things like
blackmail and public humiliation
become impossiblewhen a matter is
public knowledge. A struggling
Christian doesn’t need to worry
about Sister X or Brother Y finding
out if we have a properly functional
communion of saints who genuinely
try to work with each other and
support each other. Fencing oneself
in only providesmore opportunity for
embarrassment, not less. If no
information is kept secret, it cannot
be used as a weapon against
someone. If someone threatens to tell
someone that you have committed
such-and-such a sin, you won’t need
to worry because it is already known
in the church community.

History has shown the practical
impossibility of a true physical
utopia, but we as a church have an
opportunity to create a spiritual one.
The only way this is possible is by
the blessing of God – and God will
bless a communion of saints who
show that they are his disciples by
loving and caring for one another
(John 13:34).

Why dowe think that we can
succeed by our own devices?

Why do we think that we can
suffer along and succeed by our
own devices? Why do we think that
our fellow teenagers are qualified
and capable to give us sound advice
on all matters? What we need to do,
especially as young people, is
actively seek out friends and

mentors who genuinely care. Where
is the best place to find such
people? The church! Every last
member of the church is
commanded to love, care for, and
aid every other member. With such a
command from the lips of God
Himself, why should we hesitate to
go to our fellow Christians for help?
Is it pride? God condemns pride. Is it
embarrassment? We are all in the
same boat, so there is no reason for
embarrassment. We have all sinned,
but we are also all forgiven. If no
one is better than another, we
should have to worry about rumors
and gossip concerning what we are
going through.

I realize that I have made several
presuppositions: first, that
Christians would want to help each
other, and second, that Christians
never betray or hurt other Christians
who have divulged private
information. What audacious
assumptions to make! But if you let
the possibility (or probability) of
being hurt by someone else’s
sinfulness stop you from benefiting
from this truly awesome gift of God,
then you are doing more harm than
good for the communion of saints.
Openness and confession are key to
a healthy community of believers
(Prov 28:13).

I am not saying that we need to
air our laundry to everyone in the
Laundromat. After all, not everyone
who is in the church necessarily
cares enough to help us with our
struggles (this is unfortunate, but
undeniable). What I am advocating
is the openness, willingness, and
humility to realize that we cannot
make it on our own, that we do
indeed need God’s help, and that
one of the ways He has told us that
He helps us is through the church
community. We ought not to be
afraid to go to an older, more
“experienced” Christian and tell
them our problem. You never know
whether someone else could be
going through the same thing! And
you never will know, if you never
take that step to seek out assistance.

The Art of
God
Linnet van Dijk

A blank canvas, an empty
slate

Open to the hands of fate.
A white sheet of paper on

the drawing board.
A marred table where the

supplies are stored.
Is it fate who draws the

pictures rare,
Who uses pencil and paint

with care?
Who sketches the future of

a loved one’s life?
Who adds the colour, takes

away the strife?
Who changes our worlds

from black and white
And paints them colours,

happy and light?
It’s more than fate, which

is not true.
It’s God above, who’s there

for you.
He takes us as though we

are clay.
He molds us and we see

the day
Where youthfulness

makes life so fun,
Where eagles soar into the

sun.
From beginning to the end
He will care, guide,

strengthen, mend
And carve in the faces of

memory
The lines of time so we can

see
The Art of God.



Many schools have adopted
student planners or school
agendas, for the many positives
associated with their use. If used
well, students will not only better
remember their homework
assignments, but also learn to plan
their work, to set goals and
priorities, and to keep track of
accomplishments. Even a standard
student agenda includes a helpful
reference section. With an agenda,
students will be more likely to do
well in school. It also provides
parents and teachers with a useful
vehicle for certain communications.
Obviously, it is not the place to
discuss differences! An agenda
that has been well used has served
its purpose and may end its life in
the recycle bin. For the few that do
get saved, it will be a fine record of
the owner’s studies and, no doubt,
some interesting personal details.
For such students, the agenda
becomes part of their history and a
fitting addition to their personal
archives. Such planners have
a long life.

Using samples of the leading
brand, I once tested a particular
approach to selling educated
adults on using planners. The
results made me (just) briefly
consider becoming an agenda
salesman. A more relevant
experience involved (what I
initially thought of as) the more
mundane process of agenda
production. Like some other

teachers and students seeking to
supplement their incomes and life
experiences during summer
months, I worked in a plant where
plain paper was printed, folded,
collated, die-cut, punched, and
coiled into actual agendas. While I
worked on several of those
production aspects, I learned a lot
more than my job-description
called for. In fact, an interesting
metaphor came to mind in the
process. I doubt not that people in
other lines of work can think of
their own parallel stories.

Order
One of the first things that

struck me was the layout of the
plant. It was set up to optimize the
use of available space and to
minimize the distance the product
had to travel from one tool or piece
of equipment to the next. Air
conditioning optimized the
effectiveness of the presses.
Technicians performed ongoing
maintenance to assure smooth
operation of the equipment. In
addition, particular tasks were
assigned to specific people, with
some people in supervisory and
quality-control roles and others for
operating particular machines.
Specific rules of behaviour and use
of space were adhered to for safety
and efficiency. All this ascertained
a smooth and continuous process
enhancing effective production.

Efficient production depended
to a large degree on teamwork. If
the presses were off the mark,
folders would be challenged to get
text and illustrations properly
placed on the page. If punchers
didn’t stack the books with the
holes properly aligned, coilers
would be slowed down. If some
less-busy people helped busier
ones, their team-effort made a
huge difference in work-
atmosphere, worker-morale, and
meeting deadlines. Slackers
constituted a drain on
effectiveness and morale, while
team-workers added significantly
to the enjoyment of each person’s
job and, no doubt, the company’s
profitability.

Some influences beyond the
control of the plant affected
production as well. Some parts
were prepared elsewhere – and if
one signature, say, the pages for
October and November, or the
covers, or specific details for the
order would be missing from a
book, production had to stop. A
severe thunderstorm once resulted
in a power outage that delayed
production for hours.

The details of each order would
be printed on a production form
called a docket. The docket
instructed employees in detail
what they had to do for each
particular and unique order. Before
passing the job on to the next part
of production, people had to sign
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for completing the task, including
quality-checks and quantities
produced. The docket also
indicated a shipping date by which
the order should be completed. In
short, the docket was the paper-
trail of work done and the detailed
task description of what should be
done. It came from the office and
would be returned to the office
after the job had been completed.

Metaphor
School agendas are somewhat

like children. Certainly, children
are far more intricately and
wonderfully put together than
agendas (consider Psalm 139 for
that!), but, in addition to a variety
of unique individual features,

they all have a number of common
parts. As each agenda is carefully
assembled to precisely fit the
buyer’s order and intended
purpose, so each child is designed
the way the Lord wants him or her
to be, according to his good
purpose. While we may be tempted
to, we need not have any doubts
about quality-control in this
regard: God assures us that the
order is filled precisely as
intended. We may dislike a
particular edition of a school
agenda and sometimes wonder
why we have the particular
features we do. For school agendas
we can shrug off such matters
quite easily, but not so with
personal features. Job had issues

with God and his ways, but in the
end Job acknowledged that no plan
of God Almighty can be thwarted
and that his counsel was too
wonderful for him to know (Job 40:1;
42:1, 2).

The growth of a school agenda
is like a child growing up. Much
like the agenda grows and
develops part by part as it
proceeds through the production
plant, children grow up through
various stages in their life. When
the doctor checks over the baby
when it is first born, and the office
staff checks over the docket to
make sure everything is included,
both are on their way of growing
up. As employees in the plant
know their assignment and have
the skills and tools to do what
needs to be done, so parents know
their assignment and may trust the
Lord for giving them anything they
may need.

Like there is no time to be
wasted in the production plant,
there shouldn’t be a lost moment as
children grow up. Every moment
and every decision counts: the
place we live, leisure activities,
social contacts, school, courses,
career choice, and many other
things. We lose time when we don’t
take the opportunities available to
spend with our children, when TV
becomes the babysitter, when
children suffer neglect or abuse,
and when they miss out on the
tender and personal love, care, and
attention of home and family.
Children flourish in safe and
stimulating environments. Often,
children from good homes later
start good homes themselves.

Teamwork is required for
agenda production as well as for
bringing up children. The Lord
gives parents a huge task, but they
find themselves supported by the
covenant community. It encourages

and counsels parents; it supports
Christian education that maintains
unity of purpose with the home and
the church; and it offers emotional
and financial support. A team that
works together in an agenda plant
enjoys a good atmosphere, a strong
morale, and effective production.
Blessed is the community that,

in keeping with God’s ordinance,
jointly shoulders the task of
bringing up the next generation in
the church, and helps the parents
in their primary roles.

Mission accomplished?
There comes a time when the

agenda is complete and can be
shipped to its purpose and
destination, much like there is a
moment at which the young adult
leaves the home of mom and dad to
live on his or her own. Agenda-
salesmen would be more qualified
to speak on the way purchasing
decisions are made, but one would
think that there is a clear link
between a school’s purpose for the
agenda and the particular parts
that are included. Whether the
agenda lives up to the
expectations depends in part on
the quality of such decisions.
Similarly, the decisions made for
the child as it grows up impact on
the way it will go in life. Parents
and educators influence a child in
many ways, and it is well for them
to “train a child in the way he

We lose time when we
don’t take the
opportunities available to
spend with our children

As parents, and as a
supportive community
responsible for bringing
up the next generation, we
have a huge docket
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should go, and when he is old he
will not depart from it” (Prov 22:6).

This is not to suggest that a
grown-up’s foolishness is to be
blamed squarely on the parents’
failures. There are things beyond
the parents’ control and the grown-
up has his own responsibility (Ezek
18). The child and the adult alike
are called by God not only to
submit themselves to the
instruction and discipline of those
in authority over them, but also to
have patience with their
weaknesses and shortcomings (LD
39). The calling to train the child in
the way he should go rather
underlines the parents’
responsibility. The catechism does
not elaborate on this, but the fifth
commandment also implies a long
life for those who honour their
father and their mother. That
continues when they become
fathers and mothers themselves.
Psalm 128 pronounces a blessing
over those who fear the Lord, who
walk in his ways: “May the Lord
bless you from Zion all the days of

your life; may you see the
prosperity of Jerusalem, and may
you live to see your children’s
children.” Such planners have a
long life.

Quality control in a school
agenda production plant must of
necessity accept a measure of
imperfection in the product. People
who continually fail to perform
may be without work for the next
season, as the company’s
profitability is at stake. Few
educators will claim to have done
a perfect job and they would never
receive a permanent contract. For
them, however, there is mercy
when they flee to Christ who took
all their sins upon them and
restores them to perfection before
God. Blessed is the community that
flees to Christ together and bears
with one another’s weaknesses.
There is no measure of
imperfection left when we are thus
cleansed. That also gives courage
and boldness to continue with
the task.

Conclusion
One meaning for “docket” is

an agenda of things to be done.
As parents, and as a supportive
community responsible for
bringing up the next generation,
we have a huge docket. The
children the Lord places in our care
are far more precious than school
agendas. Our task for them takes
much longer and links to a much
longer (eternal!) life, rather than a
single year. With that in mind, it is
necessary to give careful
consideration to the way we bring
up children and the layout of the
process. There is no time or place
to be wasted. It requires team
effort. There are influences beyond
our control. In the end, however,
the docket and the final product
will be checked in the office, and
the manager will want to know
whether the order has been filled
according to the specifications.
When the Master returns from his
journey, what will He say about
what we did with our docket? What
did we do or not do for the least of
the little ones entrusted to us
(Matt 25:24-46)?

In Christ we find comfort, as He
first perfects our work done in
weakness and then places it before
his Father. Rather than being
dismissed in shame, He took our
shame and gives us courage to
continue. He gives us the only
comfort in life and death (LD 1) and
those who die in the Lord, we learn
in Rev 14, will have rest from their
labour, for their deeds will
follow them.

The Education Matters column is
sponsored by the Canadian Reformed
Teachers' Association East. Anyone
wishing to respond to an article written
or willing to write an article is kindly
asked to sendmaterials to Clarion or to
Otto Bouwman
obouwman@cornerstoneschool.us
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Press Release of the
Combined Meeting of the
Board and Committee of
Administration,
Inter-League
Publication Board
held on May 16, 2007 at
Burlington, Ontario

The chairman of the Board,
Mike Vandeburgt, opened the
meeting in a Christian manner
and welcomed everyone present.
A special welcome was extended
to our newest Board member,
Dan VanDelden.

Roll call was taken. For the
Board – representing the League of
Men’s Societies in Ontario, Mike
Vandeburgt and Dan VanDelden.
Representing the League of
Women’s Societies in Ontario, Mary
DeBoer and Betsy Kingma. For the
Committee of Administration (CoA)
– Paul DeBoer, Cathy Jonker, Brian
Jager, Annette Nobel, and Theresa
Westrik. Debbie Swaving was
absent with notification.

The agenda was established.

Marketing Report
Theresa Westrik presented a

report on marketing. The recent
book sale was quite successful.
Theresa has been working on
updating the look of the price lists
and newsletters to make them
more visually appealing. The new
literature has been distributed to
all representatives. Theresa is also
working on a promotional item to
be distributed at the upcoming
League Day in the west. The ILPB
Direct Book Club continues to offer
a 25% discount on new books to its
members. The web page is
www.spindleworks.com/ILPB.

Sales Report
The report prepared by Debbie

Swaving was presented and
reviewed. Sales are well up from
last year; from June 1, 2006 to April

30, 2007 a total of 3,335 books were
sold from a list of eighty available
titles.

Progress Report
Cathy Jonker updated the

meeting on the progress of books
being printed or reprinted.

Financial Report and Budget
Brian Jager presented financial

statements and a proposed budget.
The ILPB is in a very good financial
position and thankfulness was
expressed. The policy on royalty
payments was clarified. The
proposed budget was accepted.

General
The website was discussed and

the possibility of an updated web
page will be investigated. Work
will begin on translation of a book
on 1 and 2 Thessalonians by J.
VanBruggen and a book on raising
children by Inge deVisser (nee
Oostdijk). The ILPB is constantly
looking for Reformed study guides
to publish and ideas on how to get
new material were discussed.

Question period was held. The
press release was approved and the
meeting was closed with prayer.

Press Release of the Meeting
of the Combined Songbook
Committee of the Canadian
and American Reformed
Churches and the United
Reformed Churches in North
America, April 25 - 27, 2007, in
Ancaster, Ontario

The Standing Committee for the
Publication of the Book of Praise of
the Canadian Reformed Churches
(CanRC) and the Psalter Hymnal
Committee of the United Reformed
Churches in North America
(URCNA) met in joint session
beginning Wednesday evening,
April 25, through Friday morning,
April 27, at the Ancaster Canadian

Reformed Church building in
Ancaster, Ontario. Present for our
meeting were Rev. Douwe Agema,
Mrs. Daphne Jasperse, Rev. Ed
Knott, Rev. Rand Lankheet, Mr.
Chris Nobels, Rev. Derrick
VanderMeulen, Dr. Christine van
Halen-Faber, Rev. George van
Popta, and Rev. Dick Wynia. Book of
Praise committee member Dr. Niek
Gootjes was not able to attend.

According to our custom, since
the Standing Committee for the
Publication of the Book of Praise
served as hosts for this meeting,
Rev. van Popta served as chairman
and Rev. Wynia substituted for Mr.
Chris Nobels as secretary, since Mr.
Nobels had to leave early in order
to attend Synod Smithers of the
CanRC. Rev. van Popta opened our
meetings with a brief meditation
from 1 Corinthians 14. He
especially emphasized that the
songs of the church need to be
intelligible. After we sang from
Psalm 16:1, 4, 5 Book of Praise and
368 of the Psalter Hymnal (1959), he
led us in opening prayer.

After reviewing the minutes of
our last joint meeting, in Jenison in
October 2006, various members
and the two committees reported
on a long list of assignments we
had been given in previous
meetings. These assignments
consisted mainly of reporting on
our reviews of a number of hymns
with which we had some concerns
and, acting on the
recommendations of the reviewers,
to make changes and a decision on
whether or not to include the
amended hymn in our “Gross List.”
We realize that any changes we
make are subject to the approval of
the hymns’ copyright holders. We
have worked our way through the
hymn section of the 1959 CRC
Psalter Hymnal, the 1990 Trinity
Hymnal, the Book of Praise and the
augment to the hymn section of the
Book of Praise being proposed to
Synod Smithers of the CanRC, as

Press Release
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well as suggestions from the
churches of both of our federations.
We continue to evaluate the hymns
found in the 1987 CRC Psalter
Hymnal.

The committees also reported
on other assignments, including
the advice we have received so far
about how to handle the
“Tetragrammeton” (literally, four-
letter) Name, YHWH, in the psalms.
In the past, as, e.g., the 1959 Psalter
Hymnal shows, the Name was
translated as Jehovah, but that
translation rests on improper
vowel sounds being imposed on
the Hebrew Name YHWH. We’re
still waiting for one expert to
respond on this matter, but for now,
we have decided to follow the
practice of the NIV and some other
Bible translations, by representing
YHWH with the capitalized LORD.
Rev. Lankheet and Rev. van Popta
reported on the progress they have
made so far in adapting their
series of articles familiarizing the
churches with the Principles and
Guidelines which were adopted by
our respective synods in 2004 for
publication in a booklet.

On Thursday morning, in our
ongoing effort to educate ourselves
about the process of producing
psalms and hymns for singing by
the churches, we had a
presentation from Dr. Bill Helder,
who has done a lot of work for the
Book of Praise. He showed us how
he works as a poet “from Biblical
text to sung song.” The
presentation was very interesting
and informative. He identified
eight questions that must be dealt
with in the rhyming and versifying
of the psalms: 1) How free and
“paraphrastic” may it be? 2) How
much room may be given for
artistic expression? 3) How close to
a particular translation of the Bible
must the songs be? 4) How do we
deal with the requirements of
stanza form? 5) What are the
criteria for language and diction -
how archaic, or colloquial may it

be? 6) How important is rhyme? 7)
What various techniques may be
used to make the text more
singable? 8) To what extent do we
retain the imagery of the Old
Testament – especially when it is
obscure? After leading us through
a brief review of these questions,
Dr. Helder gave us a handout on
which he had printed several
examples of psalms which he has
rhymed and versified, comparing
them with the psalms as they
appear in the NIV: Psalm 1, Psalm
126, Psalm 60, and Psalm 85.

One of the thorny issues with
respect to the hymns in particular
is the question of “individualism.”
One of our guidelines prohibits
“individualism,” but to some
extent, that begs the question:
what is individualism? When is it
legitimate for the congregation to
sing in the first person singular (“I,
me, my”)? Many of the hymns in the
1959 CRC Psalter Hymnal speak in
the singular. How do we
distinguish between a legitimate
use of the singular pronoun in
congregational singing and
“excessive individualism”?
Following a report on a brief
overview of the use of first person
singular (“I”) and first person
plural (“we”) in the psalms, the
committee decided to ask several
experts to give us their opinions
and advice on the matter.

The committee agreed to set
2010 (the next time our synods are
scheduled to meet after 2007) as a
target date for having our
proposed hymn section ready for
recommendation to the churches.
We also received gratefully a
proposed categorization of the
hymns accepted for the gross list
so far. This list, prepared by Mr.
Nobels, will aid us in determining
which section of the hymnal may
be “over-represented” or “under-
represented” as things now stand.
We have decided to classify the
hymns according to the topics and
division of the Apostles’ Creed,

similar in a way to Lord’s Days 9-21
of the Heidelberg Catechism.
Our goal is to make sure that we
have a proportionate number of
hymns in each of the sections. We
agreed, therefore, that the next
time we meet, D.V. in October 2007
in Jenison, we will try to arrive at
a “ballpark figure” as to how
many hymns we think the
collection should have. We plan to
work our way through the
collection as it currently stands,
according to the categories we
have proposed, to come to a more
definitive collection.

When it was time to bring our
meetings to a close Friday at noon,
committee members expressed
their thanks to the Lord and to one
another for the able leadership of
Rev. van Popta, for the gracious
hospitality of the Ancaster
Canadian Reformed Church, and
for the good spirit which once
again prevailed in the meeting.
Rev. Knott led us in closing prayer
and we sang, “By the Sea of
Crystal,” #469 in the 1959
Psalter Hymnal.

Our Joint Report and individual
committee reports have been
submitted for the agendas of our
respective synods – Synod
Smithers of the CanRC, May 9-19,
2007 and Synod Schererville of the
URCNA, July 10-14, 2007. We hope
and pray that our work and our
recommendations will be of service
to Christ and to his church.

The committees welcome the
questions and suggestions of the
churches and of individuals,
regarding any concern that you
might have. You may contact Rev.
Dick Wynia at ccchurch@bellnet.ca
or PO Box 959, Wyoming, Ontario,
or Mr. Chris Nobels, at
cjnobels@aei.ca or c/o Standing
Committee for the Publication of
the Book of Praise c/o Theological
College, 110 West 27th Street,
Hamilton, Ontario, L9C 5A1.

For the committees,
Rev. Dick Wynia
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By now we are all nearing the end of the summer
holidays. A time in which we can relax and enjoy the
beautiful warmer weather. Indeed, it’s always
refreshing to be outdoors, hear the birds singing,
seeing lots in nature growing mixed with the sounds of
children playing.

There is so much throughout the summer time that
is vibrant with life. We may say with David “O Lord,
you preserve both man and beast. How priceless is
your unfailing love.” David maintains that the world is
full of the goodness and righteousness of God. When
we really take time to look at how the crops are
growing in the fields, the fruits in the orchards, and
the plants and trees; then we can only but see God’s
hand. At times parts of the country may be
exceedingly dry, whereas other lands may be
drenched with flooding waters. This must make us
place our dependence on Him alone. He knows what is
good for our lands and lives. He wants to receive all
the glory, even when things do not look the way we
would like them to be. We must show thankfulness
even when the lands are parched, and only a little
rain is sent. For God does not need to send rain; He is
all-powerful. Through his hand He will show us his
providential care.

As Lord’s Day 10 so beautifully describes in
question and answer 27: “What do you understand by
the providence of God? God’s providence is His
almighty and ever present power, whereby, as with His

hand, He still upholds heaven and earth and all
creatures, and so governs them that leaf and blade,
rain and drought, fruitful and barren years, food and
drink, health and sickness, riches and poverty, indeed,
all things come to us not by chance but by His fatherly
hand.” Let us all place our dependence on Him alone.
For no matter what the weathers may bring, we must
realize whose hand it comes from. He provides for all
creatures, both great and small.

Take time to enjoy the nature around you. It shows
us God’s love, provision, and generosity. For He gives
us more than we need or deserve. We have so much to
be thankful for! Do you show your thankfulness in all
you do? Take time today to look and see his
providential care in nature all around you. Reflect and
meditate and take opportunities to give thanks to our
heavenly Father while we still can!

Birthdays in September:
8 MARSHA MOESKER will be 30

5820 Dixon Dam Road, Vernon, BC V1B 3J8

11 MARY VANDE BURGT will be 51
32555 Willingdon Crescent, Abbottsford, BC V2T 1S1

14 JERRY BONTEKOE will be 43
Anchor Home, 361 Thirty Road
RR 2, Beamsville, ON L0R 1B2

22 NICK PRINZEN will be 35
653 Broad Street West, Dunnville, ON NIA IT8

29 PAUL DIELEMAN will be 38
653 Broad Street West, Dunnville, ON N1A 1T8

Congratulations to all those who are celebrating a
birthday in September. May our heavenly Father
continue to bless you all.

Till next month,
Mrs. C. Gelms and Mrs. E. Nordeman

548 Kemp Road East, RR 2, Beamsville, ON LOR 1B2
905-563-0380

jcorgelms@porchlight.ca

Ray of SunshineRay of Sunshine
By Mrs. Corinne Gelms and Mrs. Erna Nordeman

“Your love, O Lord, reaches to the heavens, your faithfulness to the skies. Your
righteousness is like the mighty mountains, your justice like the great deep. O Lord, you

preserve both man and beast. How priceless is your unfailing love! Both high and low
among men find refuge in the shadow of your wings. For with you is the fountain of life.”

Psalm 38:5-7, 9a



430 • AUGUST 17, 2007

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
We give thanks to God for blessing our family with another

covenant child
MIKAELA LYNNMIKAELA LYNN

Born on March 28, 2007
Jason and Aileen Raap

Devon, Shayna and Brandon
5th grandchild for Bill and Henrietta Raap

15th grandchild for Gus and Freddie Veenendaal
356 Symington Road, Winnipeg, MB R2C 5J6

jaraap@shaw.ca

With great joy and thankfulness to our heavenly Father
we announce the birth of

MAGUIRE COHENMAGUIRE COHEN
on the 11th of May, 2007

A brother for Nadiya, Noah and Delaney
Ken and Alicia Schouten

A grandson for Frank and Alice Schouten and
Bert and Dianne Tiggelaar

Box 4022, Barrhead, AB T7N 1A1

For great is His love toward us, and the faithfulness of the LORD

endures forever. Praise the LORD. Psalm 117:2.
With thankfulness to our Heavenly Father

we joyfully announce the birth of our firstborn
CALEB PETERCALEB PETER

Born July 14, 2007
Son of Brant and Celia Nobel

1st grandchild for Bill and Margaret Nobel
8th grandchild for Bill and Grietje Gortemaker

408 Victoria Avenue West, Winnipeg, MB R2C 1T2
cgnobel@hotmail.com

Children are a reward from Him. Psalm 127:3b
Proud grandparents Andy and Michelle Kanis are pleased to

announce the birth of their first grandchild
NICHOLE MICHELLENICHOLE MICHELLE

8 lbs 12 oz
Born: July 25, 2007

Given by God to love and guide are Chris and Laura Versteeg
chris-n-lor@hotmail.com

With joy and thankfulness to our Heavenly Father we announce
the birth of our third child, a daughter named

CHAYSE SAWYERCHAYSE SAWYER
Chayse was born March 18, 2007 and is a little sister to

Max and Zion
Jeff and Melanie Jans

5 Peebles Drive, Freelton, ON L0R 1K0

We, Mark and Sacha Hofsink, are thankful to our LORD for richly
blessing our family with the safe arrival of our third covenant son

BRETT SHANE HOFSINKBRETT SHANE HOFSINK
He was born on June 27th, 2007 and welcomed by excited big

brothers Jordan Mark and Cody Shawn.
He is the third grandchild for Remmie and Linda Vander Vegte and

the seventh grandchild for George and Susie Hofsink.
71 Rougeau Avenue, Winnipeg, Manitoba R2C 3X5

mhofsink@mts.net

From my mother’s womb you have been my God. Psalm 22:10
With great thankfulness to our God and Father, we announce the

birth of our first child
(JAN) MASON DEGELDER(JAN) MASON DEGELDER

Born on June 3, 2007
Teun and Sarah DeGelder

Mason is the first grandchild and named after his Opa
Jan and Rita DeGelder and the 5th grandchild for

Rudi and Hilda Wildeboer
4204 Hixon Street, Beamsville, ON L0R 1B7

The children of your servants will live in your presence;
their descendants will be established before you.

The Lord has blessed Chris and Joanna deBoer (nee Homan) and
entrusted them with a covenant child. The child has received his

Opa’s names.

PETER HENDRIKPETER HENDRIK
Born on July 18th, A.D. 2007

This is the tenth grandchild for Peter and Rita deBoer and the
ninth grandchild for Henry (Hendrik) and Annelies Homan.

Peter Hendrik is also the 79th great-grandchild for
Oma (Grace) Wendt, the 40th great-grandchild for Opa and Oma
(Bart and Christa) Woelders, and the 14th great-grandchild for

Opa and Oma (Dick and Janna) Bijl.
We praise the Lord for his faithfulness through the generations!
Our address is: 322 Caradoc Street North, Strathroy, ON N7G 2N2

Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good; his love endures forever.
Psalm 118:1

We praise our God and Father, who heard our prayers and made
all things well during a complicated pregnancy, and announce the

safe arrival of our son

SIMON GABRIELSIMON GABRIEL
whose name means “He has heard.”

He was born May 22, 2007, weighing 8 lbs, 14 oz.
He is welcomed by his family:
Harold and Elizabeth Smith

and big sister Joanna
18602 - 60th Avenue, Surrey, BC V3S 7Z8

haroldandelizabeth@shaw.ca

Advertisements:Advertisements:
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Sons are a heritage from the LORD, children a reward from Him.
Psalm 127:3

With thankfulness to the Lord, we announce that we have been
blessed with a third son whom we have named

DANIEL JORDANDANIEL JORDAN
Born June 11, 2007

Phil and Rebecca Geusebroek (nee Stel)
Shaun and Ryan

7 Sunnyside Crescent, St. Albert, AB T8N 0J4
philbg@shaw.ca

Know that the LORD is God. It is He who made us, and we are His.
Psalm 100:3

With thanks to God and great joy, we announce
the birth of our son

HAAYEHAAYE
Born on July 5, 2007

Marten and Margriet Bijlsma
RR 1, 7729 14th Line Mapleton, Alma, ON N0B 1A0

Let Israel rejoice in their Maker; Let the children of Zion be joyful in
their King. Psalm 149:2

We joyfully announce that the LORD has entrusted to our care
another covenant child

KENDRA SOPHIAKENDRA SOPHIA
was born on June 7, 2007

Jason and JoAnn Van Iperen (nee Schuller)
A little sister for Caleb

4274 Sann Road, Beamsville, ON L0R 1B1

Unless the LORD builds the house, they labour in vain who build it.
Psalm 127:1

We would like to congratulate our father and grandfather

HENRY PIEFFERSHENRY PIEFFERS
with his 60th birthday on September 15, 2007.

Please join us at an Open House on September 15, 2007
@ 2 - 5 pm at the home of Alex and Laura Thalen

44 Elora Street, Alma, ON
For directions and/or info please call: 1-(519) 846-1932

The Pieffers Family
44 Elora Street, Alma, ON N0B 1A0

Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good; His love endures forever.
Psalm 106:1b

With thankfulness to the Lord for bringing us together, we

INGE BIJLSMAINGE BIJLSMA
andand

MATT KOTTELENBERGMATT KOTTELENBERG
joyfully announce our engagement.

July 7, 2007
RR 1, Alma, ON NOB 1A0

Rejoice in the Lord always. Philippians 4:4
With thankfulness to our Heavenly Father for bringing us

together, we

JOCELYN LEANNE SCHOONJOCELYN LEANNE SCHOON
andand

HAROLD IAN BOUWMANHAROLD IAN BOUWMAN
daughter of Ray and Jenette Schoon, son of Jake and Anita

Bouwman
announce our upcoming marriage on

Saturday, August 18, 2007, at 1:00 pm in
The Second Christian Reformed Church of Brampton

Rev. M. Van Luik officiating
Our new residence: 57 Ridgefield Court, Brampton, ON L6P 1B3

"the greatest of these is love" 1 Corinthians 13:13
With thankfulness to the Lord who brought them together, we,

Mr. and Mrs. Klaas Zeldenrust, wish to announce the marriage of
our daughter

JULIA JACQUELINEJULIA JACQUELINE
toto

RAYMOND THEODORERAYMOND THEODORE
son of Mrs. Thea Ondersma

This celebration of love will take place, the Lord willing,
on Saturday, September 8th, 2007 at 2 p.m.

in the Smithville Canadian Reformed Church.
Rev. A. Souman officiating.

Future address: 325 William Street 44, Shelburne, Ontario L0N 1S1

Through Christ’s love and direction, our children have discovered
and grown in their love for each other.

With joy and thankfulness we, John and Diane Bosscher announce
the marriage of our son

JASON FREDRIKJASON FREDRIK
toto

SANDRA ALLISONSANDRA ALLISON
daughter of Walter and Alice Bisschop

The ceremony will take place D.V. on Friday, August 31, 2007, at
the Canadian Reformed Church of Langley, B.C.

Rev. D. VandeBurgt officiating.
Future address: 9 Rossmore Avenue, Hamilton, ON L8P 2N2

ENGAGEMENTS
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WEDDINGS

Thank YouThank You
We would like to express our sincere thanks for the many cards,
best wishes and flowers for our 50th Wedding Anniversary.
“All glory to God alone for his love endures forever.”

John and Jane Hutten
312-2085 AmherstHeights Drive, Burlington, ON L7P 5C2
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O LORD, our LORD, how majestic is your Name in all the earth.
Psalm 8:1

1977 ~ September 9 ~ 2007
With joy and thankfulness to our Heavenly Father, we announce

the 30th Wedding Anniversary of our dear parents and
grandparents

EDWARDEDWARD andand ALICE KELLYALICE KELLY (nee Jansema)(nee Jansema)
We hope to celebrate this special day, D.V., September 9, 2007

Their loving children and grandchildren
Harm and Annette Kelly

Joshua, Michael†, Hannah
Edward and Maria Kelly

Hailey, Tyler
Ian and Alida Bos

Alliyah
Rosalie
Melissa
Matthew
Andrew

6185 Rainham Road, RR 9, Dunnville, ON N1A 2W8
smiffy899@hotmail.com

1982 ~ August 19 ~ 2007
And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in

perfect harmony. Colossians 3:14
With thankfulness and praise to our heavenly Father, we rejoice in

announcing our 25th Wedding Anniversary, D.V., on August 19.

JANJAN andand RIA KAMPMANRIA KAMPMAN (nee Vandermeulen)(nee Vandermeulen)
3 Hatcher Road, Winnipeg, MB R2C 3V9

janria@shaw.ca

35th Wedding Anniversary
1972 ~ August 18 ~ 2007

I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever. Psalm 23:6b
With much joy and thankfulness to the Lord, we announce the

35th Wedding Anniversary of our parents

JACKJACK andand PAULINE DEHAASPAULINE DEHAAS (nee Koning)(nee Koning)
Thank you for being such wonderful parents, Mom and Dad. You

are both such a blessing to all of us. We love you!
Edmonton, AB: Ron and Michelle Doorten

Peter, Luke, Rachelle, Julia
Langley, BC: Mike and Shauna Stam

Devon, Jaylene, Alisha, Kari, Mikayla
Edmonton, AB: John and Shirley DeHaas

Curtis, Craig, Janessa
Daniel and Heather DeHaas

Leila, Jayden
Langley, BC: Jessica DeHaas
Edmonton, AB: Brian and Jolena DeHaan

Jenna, Kendra
St. Albert, AB: Suzanne DeHaas

Mailing address: Box 7, Site 3, RR 1, St. Albert, AB T8N 1M8

ANNIVERSARIES

55th Wedding Anniversary
August 9, 1952 ~ August 9, 2007

LORD, you have been our dwelling place throughout
all generations. Psalm 90:1

It is with great joy and thankfulness to our Heavenly Father
that we announce the 55th Wedding Anniversary of our

parents, grandparents and great-grandparents

ROELOFROELOF andand FEMMY VISFEMMY VIS (nee Busstra)(nee Busstra)
May He continue to guide and keep you both in the year

ahead. All praise and glory to Him alone!
Tjamme and Gerda Vis

Roelof and Wietske Vis
Tjamme, Anneke, Gabriël (with the Lord), Gerda

Ferdinand and Jannie Bijzet
Gerda, Ferdinand, Gerlise

Femmie, Marius Staring
Evert-Jan and Johanna Vonck

Willy Peereboom
Tjerk Peereboom

Taeke and Rachel Peereboom
Rebecca, Nathan, Michael, Emily

Roelof and Kristin Peereboom
Sietze, Silvia MacGregor
Pat and Femmie Rivard
Berend

Berend and Joan Vis
Ralph and Jane Vis

Jaden, Keegan, Ariel
Henry and Sharon Vis
James and Sarah Vis
Darryl and Emily Bosscher

Margriet Vis
Ruben and Alida Sarfaty

Debora, Matthijs Louis
Mirjam, Pieter Renkema
Rachel
Bernice

Wolter and Veronica Vis
Leanne, Will Dijkema
Steven
Wesley
Justin
Brandon
Rebecca
Michaela

Wendy and Rob Feenstra
Jason, Erica Jagt
Walter
Vanessa, Bryan Kieft
Michael

Arno and Mieke Brehler
Stefan
Lydia
Carina

1 Alma Acres, Smithville, ON L0R 2A0
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1962 ~ August 25 ~ 2007
For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is His love

for those who fear him. Psalm 103:11
With thankfulness to our Heavenly Father, who has blessed,

guided and sustained them, we hope to celebrate the
45th Wedding Anniversary of our parents

CORNELISCORNELIS andand INEKE BARENDREGTINEKE BARENDREGT (nee Dykstra)(nee Dykstra)
The Lord willing, on August 25, 2007, in Smithers, BC

Their thankful children and grandchildren:
Smithers, BC: Leo and Jackie Barendregt

Mitchell, Darryl and Kyle
Telkwa, BC: Keith and Kathy Barendregt

Christina, Daniel and Tracy, Joel, Ashley and Jana
Smithers, BC: Karen and Tony Groen

Brendan, Rebecca, Angie, and Kristen
Telkwa, BC: Lorinda and Will Verhelst

Jessica, Stephanie, Leon, Matthew and Amy
Smithers, BC: Cynthia and Stephen Onderwater

Luke, Seth, Aleasha, Joshua, Bethany and Leah
Perth, Australia Mark and Natasha Barendregt-Fox

Isabella and Gabriel
Yarrow, BC Janina and John Jongs

Christopher, Reuben, Kevin, Kyle and Jared
Smithers, BC: Elisabeth and Gerry Devries

Daniel, Lindsey, Jeffrey, Jillian and Jodi
Emily and Brian Berends

Breanna, Tyler, Nathan, Zachary and Kendra
Abbotsford, BC Marya and Nick Torenvliet

Ethan
Barrhead, AB Dirk and Tania Barendregt

Maddisyn and Ava
Smithers, BC: Robert Barendregt

Arthur Barendregt

Open House to be held at the Canadian Reformed Church, Smithers,
BC, on Sunday, August 26th after the second church service.

Box 2034, Smithers, BC V0J 2N0

25th Wedding Anniversary
1982 ~ September 10 ~ 2007

RICHARDRICHARD andand ANNETTE ZWAAGSTRAANNETTE ZWAAGSTRA (nee Van Egmond)(nee Van Egmond)
We are thankful to our Heavenly Father for blessing the marriage

of our parents and grandparents with 25 wonderful years.

Mark 10:6-9
With love,
Beamsville, ON: Amanda and Derek Nobel

Aiden
St. Anns, ON: Tanya Zwaagstra and Travis Deboer

Vanessa, Michael and Kyle
2383 Patterson Road, St. Anns, ON L0R 1Y0

razwaggy@hotmail.com

Barrhead 1962 ~ August 31 ~ 2007 Neerlandia
Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give

thanks to Him and praise His name. For the Lord is good and His love
endures forever. His faithfulness continues throughout all generations.

Psalm 100:4 & 5
The Lord has been gracious and has blessed our parents and

grandparents

JOEJOE andand FREDDIE PETERSFREDDIE PETERS (nee Vogelzang)(nee Vogelzang)
with 45 years of marriage. We pray that the Lord continues to

bless you in the coming years with health and happiness.
Your loving children and grandchildren:
Neerlandia, AB: Harry and Cathy Peters (nee Jissink)

Josh, Chad, Travis and Stacey
John William Peters† July 1986

Naples, AB: Marvin and Evelyn Peters (nee Onderwater)
Neerlandia, AB: Richard and Fettie Peters (nee Steenbergen)

Jessica, Jeremy, Benjamin and Neil
Langley, BC: Rose and Wes Bredenhof

Josiah, Julie and Emeline
Corresponding address: Box, 3, Neerlandia, AB T0G 1R0

ANNIVERSARIES
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OBITUARIES

Ferwerd, Friesland, Nederland Burlington, Ontario, Canada
April 18, 1923 June 30, 2007

PIETJE (PIETJE (PatriciaPatricia) BEINTEMA) BEINTEMA (nee van der Heide)(nee van der Heide)
The Lord has called home our dear mother, grandmother

(Beppe) and great grandmother at the age of 84.
She was predeceased by her loving husband

Fokke (Fred) Beintema (1987).
We find comfort in the words of Psalm 84

Beamsville, ON John and Henrietta Beintema
Vernon, BC Greta and Herman Veenendaal

Carl and Karen Veenendaal
Jennica, Ethan

Paul and Chandra Veenendaal
Jarrett

Robert Veenendaal
Lynnelle Veenendaal
Darren and Krista Veenendaal

Tianna
Suzanne Veenendaal

Burlington, ON Steve and Gerlinda Beintema
Sarah Beintema
Frederick Beintema
Marc Beintema

Corresponding address:
3227 Centennial Drive, Burlington, ON L7M 1C4
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HELENA OOSTERVELDHELENA OOSTERVELD (nee van Middelkoop)(nee van Middelkoop)
February 15, 1941 July 25, 2007
Berkel-Rodenrijs - Netherlands Burford, ON - Canada
. . .and I shall dwell in the House of the Lord forever. Psalm 23:6b
After 6 years of suffering her Lord and Saviour took her Home

where there is no more pain and suffering.
Helena is survived by Clarence (Klaas),

her loving husband for 47 years, and her beloved children:
Henry and Jenn Oosterveld (Fergus, ON)

Carol Oster (Guelph, ON)
Cindy and Andreas Wiatowski (Harley, ON)

Andrew John (Burford, ON)
and her foster daughter:

Kathy and Mike Onifrichuk (Fergus, ON)
Fondly remembered by 3 grandchildren and 7 step- and foster

grandchildren and 5 foster great-grandchildren.
The funeral service took place on July 31, 2007,
at the Ratz-Bechtel Funeral Home in Kitchener

with Rev. Greg Bylsma officiating.
268 Bishopsgate Road, Burford, ON N0E 1A0

coosterveld@silomail.com

September 29, 1927 – July 21, 2007
Hardenberg, The Netherlands Houston, B.C. Canada

In His wisdom and at His appointed time, the Lord took home
our beloved sister, sister-in-law and aunt

JOHANNA VANDERMOOREN,JOHANNA VANDERMOOREN, nee tenBrinkenee tenBrinke
Relieved from all the suffering which she endured with much
patience, she may now forever be with her Lord and Saviour,

to praise and glorify His Name.

Lord’s Day 1

Psalm 56
Fimke tenBrinke - Meints
Bart and Christa Woelders - deBoer
Tina Bulthuis - tenBrinke
Ralph and Sina Fennema - tenBrinke
Bill and Polly tenBrinke - VanDam
John and Grace Hofsink - tenBrinke
Dale and Annie Dallinga - tenBrinke
Nephews and Nieces

September 29, 1927 – July 21, 2007
The Lord in His infinite wisdom and at His time called home

our beloved Mom, Grandma, and Great-Grandma

JOHANNA VANDERMOORENJOHANNA VANDERMOOREN (nee ten Brinke)(nee ten Brinke)
She was predeceased by her husband Jan in 2003
Although Mom could not communicate with us

during the last few years of her life, we will miss her
but are comforted by the knowledge that she is now

with her Saviour Jesus Christ.
Burlington, ON: Matt and Ruby VanderMooren

Alana, Joanne, Emma, Kayla
Houston, BC: Henry and Caroline VanderMooren

Ryan and Kim VanderMooren
Landon, Nolan

Trevor and Tanya VanderMooren
Joel

Jonathan, Kathleen and Leroy Tuininga
Heather, Justine, Lynae, Megan

Smithers, BC: Hettie and Gerry VanderGaag
Wendy and Dan Barendregt

Dawson, Taylor, Sydney, Myah
Karen and KJ Vandenberg

Brooke
Colin, Jennifer and Michael Plug,
Emily, Travis, Leanne

Houston, BC: Cor and Margaret VanderMooren
Kyle, Jaclyn, Rachelle

Correspondence: G. VanderGaag
Box 2723, Smithers, BC VOJ 2NO

According to His purpose, and in His most infinite wisdom the
Lord suddenly took into His heavenly glory

DENISE VEENENDAALDENISE VEENENDAAL
daughter, sister and aunt to Arie and Alice Veenendaal and

family and girlfriend of our son, brother and uncle,
Matthew Tiggelaar.

May the Lord surround all of them with His unfailing love,
care and comfort.

Psalm 139
Bert and Dianne Tiggelaar

Brendan and Tara Tiggelaar
and children

Jason and Alanna Werkman
and children

Ken and Alicia Schouten
and children

Tyson and Gwen Tiggelaar
Jordan Tiggelaar and Jeselina Helmus
Tiffany Tiggelaar and Dan VanMuyen

Logan Tiggelaar

OBITUARIES

Subscribe to
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TEACHING POSITIONS

NEEDED
1 ELEMENTARY SCHOOL TEACHER

1 ELEMENTARY / JUNIOR HIGH TEACHER
Due to the happy circumstance of significant growth

projections, the Board of the Covenant Canadian
Reformed School at Neerlandia invites applications for 2

teachers for the 2007–08 school year.
Applicants must be confessing members of the Canadian
Reformed Church or a sister church and must possess a

Bachelor of Education degree.

We are a rural K-12 school with a projected 2007 student
enrolment of 170.

Perks include mostly 4 day work weeks, a good benefits
package, small class sizes, a terrific staff, a supportive

membership and Board, and a low cost of living within an
hour drive of big city conveniences.

Inquiries should be directed to Harry VanDelden, principal,
at:

School: (780) 674-4774, Home: (780) 674-3704
e-mail: hvd@xplornet.com
Applications should be sent

attention: Mrs. Sonya Van Leeuwen
Covenant Canadian Reformed School
PO Box 67, Neerlandia, AB T0G 1R0

Reach for your dreams in Alberta, where
growth and opportunity abound in a

land of mountains, prairie and big sky!

Due to immediate and upcoming vacancies, the Canadian
Reformed School Society of Edmonton, operating

Parkland Immanuel Christian School, invites applications
for the following positions:

.85 FTE ELEMENTARY TEACHER
FULL TIME ELEMENTARY TEACHER

A University Degree is a requirement for these positions.
For further information please contact the Principal,

Mr. Rainier Van Delft
Phone: (780) 444-6443 (school); (780) 458-0433 (home)

Applications should be directed in writing to the school:

Personnel Committee, c/o
Parkland Immanuel Christian School

21304 35 Avenue, NW, Edmonton, AB T6M 2P6

Advertise in

Live yourdream.
Consider a

FREE PORTFOLIO REVIEW
Your goals and dreams are important to us and we want to help

you achieve them by implementing sound financial stewardship

principles within your personal financial plan. Being mindful of

your values, financial circumstances, and long-term aspirations,

we provide the input, direction, and advice that you need.

Call today for your personalized plan.

Wade Van Bostelen,
FMA, CFP

Collin Spithoff, 
CFP

Bill Van Huisstede,
Branch Manager

Phone. 905.333.0902 or Toll Free. 1.866.IPC.GROW
3425 Harvester Road – Suite 104, Burlington, ON 

www.harvesterfinancialteam.com

Investment 
Planning Counsel 

I P C I N V E S T M E N T  C O R P O R AT I O N

TM

Consider a
FREE MORTGAGE REVIEW

Before you buy, build, refinance or renew your mortgage,
call me to ensure that you are getting great rates and terms 

• No fee to qualified borrowers.
• Approvals and pre-approvals,

up to 120 day rate guarantees.
• Mortgages for self-employed.

• Residential and commercial
• Large volume enabling negotia-

tion of great rates & terms

For more information, please contact:

Jerry Bosscher, Mortgage Consultant

jbosscher@ipcc.org

Investment 
Planning Counsel 

I P C  S A V E  I N C .

TM

Serving BC,AB, and ON

Serving Ontario
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International Trio
TOUR 2007

Andre Knevel (Canada) – organ-piano
Jan Elsenaar (South Africa) – organ

Liselotte Rokyta (The Netherlands) – panflute

October 2 Glenridge Bible Church
1 Lakeshore Rd. St. Catharines, ON
Time: 7.30 P.M.
Info: call: 905-937-1326

October 3 Rehoboth United Reformed Church
Glancaster Rd. Ancaster, ON
Time: 8.00 P.M.
Info: call 905-765-6124

October 4 St. Thomas Free Reformed Church
145 St.George Street, St.Thomas, ON
Time: 8.00 P.M.
Info: call 519-631-6987

October 5 Chalmer United Church
15 Vansittard Ave. Woodstock, ON
Time: 8.00 P.M.
Info: call 519-424-9037

October 6 Mountainview Christian Reformed Church
290 Main St. E, Grimsby, ON
Time: 8.00 P.M.
Info: call 905-518-0631

October 9 Spring Creek Canadian Reformed Church
3981 Spring Creek Rd. Tintern, ON (near Vineland)
Time: 8.00 P.M.
Info: call 905-563-7036

October 10 Rehoboth Christian Reformed Church
Scuggog Street, Bowmanville, ON
Time: 8.00 P.M.
Info: call 905- 983-5434

October 11 Cephas Christian Reformed Church
226 Goodfellow Rd., Peterborough, ON
Time: 8.00 P.M.
Info: call 705-876-1945

October 12 Chalmers United Church
212 Barrie St., Kingston, ON
Time: 8.00 P.M.
Info. Call 613-331-5031

October 13 Bethel Canadian Reformed Church
11249 Bayview Avenue, Richmond Hill, ON
Time: 8.00 P.M.
Info: call 905- 939-9492
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The Theological College of the Canadian Reformed Churches
The Thirty-Eighth Anniversary Meeting and the

Thirty-Third Convocation of the Theological College will be held, D.V., on

Friday, September 7, 2007 at 8:00 p.m.
in the auditorium of Redeemer University College

(777 Garner Road East, Ancaster, Ontario)

Rev. J. De Gelder will speak on the topic:

“Grant Me Justice!”
* * * * * *

The Master of Divinity Degree will be conferred on:

Mr. David De Jong, Mr. Dmitry Kiselev and Mr. James Witteveen

* * * * * *
The Diploma of Theological Studies will be conferred on:

Mr. Jae Man Choi
A collection will be taken for the Organ Fund

(TAX RECEIPTS AVAILABLE)

Liberation Choir
Canada’s Largest Choir

We are looking for enthusiastic and dedicated singers for the Liberation
Choir in Brampton and Burlington. Please consider joining this large mixed
choir as we begin an exciting brand new season with new music, which
includes Classical and Sacred music with a variety of Broadway and
Popular music.

Practices Start In Burlington:
Monday September 10, 2007 @ 7.30 PM,
Crossroads CTS Chapel,
North Service Rd, Burlington ON
In Brampton:
Monday September 17, 2007 @ 7.30 PM,
Second Christian Reformed Church,
McLaughlin & Steeles Ave, Brampton ON.

JOIN THE LIBERATION CHOIR!

BRAMPTON & BURLINGTON

Phone Tjitske 905-520- 0207 or Email: tjitske@mountaincable.net
Phone Lucy 905-877-8339 or Email: L40J12@aztec-net.com
Www.liberationchoir.com
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Maranatha Homes, located in south Burlington near many
amenities, is a place where Christian seniors can enjoy

independent living in community with others.

The Home’s newly renovated units and award-winning
architectural design, combined with its reasonable rent rates

make Maranatha an attractive and affordable
accommodation for seniors.

For further information contact:
Rosanne van der Woerd

109-3260 New Street, Burlington, ON L7N 3L4
905-681-0311

Email: rvanderwoerd@sympatico.ca

FAMILY HOME FOR SALE
IN WAVERLEY HEIGHTS IN OWEN SOUND

Close to Canadian Reformed Church and school.
Contact:

A. Farenhorst @ 519-376-5730 or 519-372-6015 (agent)

Living
Under

The Sun
By Clarence Stam

In this book Clarence Stam discusses the meaning of the book
Ecclesiastes. This bible book is difficult to understand but it has a
very plain message: because of sin all of life is meaningless
without Jesus Christ. In his Son God gives direction to our lives
and leads us by his Holy Spirit to rejoice in his work of salvation in
anticipation of a new and better world.

Soft cover, 120 pages . . . . Can. $10.00 . . . . U.S. $ 8.25

ISBN 0-88756-086-5

ORDER FROM YOUR FAVOURITE BOOKSTORE OR FROM

PREMIER PUBLISHING
One Beghin Avenue, Winnipeg, Manitoba R2J 3X5
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Tinkering
withCreation?
The Promise and Perils of
Genetic Engineering

Edited by Cornelis Van Dam

The possibilities of human ingenuity and scientific advances seem to be
limitless in our day. Plants are genetically modified to produce food that
meets predetermined criteria. Basic building blocks of life are being
manipulated for healing diseases and improving health. However, the
same basic techniques are used to produce cloned animals and there is
much talk about doing the same with humans. Such scientific activities
raise many questions.

Soft Cover, 112 pages . . . . . . Can. $ 8.25 . . .U.S. $ 6.75

ISBN 0-88756-082-2

ORDER FROM YOUR FAVOURITE BOOKSTORE OR FROM

PREMIER PUBLISHING
One Beghin Avenue, Winnipeg, Manitoba R2J 3X5

BURLINGTON REFORMED STUDY CENTRE
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The Promise and Perils ofGenetic Engineering.

The Promise and Perils ofGenetic Engineering.

Treasures
New and Old
Exploring the
Riches of Scripture

by Jack De Jong

Dr. De Jong’s passion was to search the Scriptures and to
bring its treasures new and old to the attention of God’s people.
With his insights into God’s Word he was able to encourage,
instruct, and comfort many when his meditations were first
published in Clarion. His work retains its value and can be used for
personal Bible study and devotions as well as for group study into
God’s Word.

Soft cover, 292 pages . . . . Can. $13.00 . . . U.S. $11.00

ISBN 0-88756-085-7

ORDER FROMYOUR FAVOURITE BOOKSTORE OR FROM

PREMIER PUBLISHING
One Beghin Avenue, Winnipeg, Manitoba R2J 3X5

Towards the
Maturity of Faith

by Clarence Stam

In this book, Clarence Stam
discusses the letter of James, the
brother of the Lord Jesus Christ. He
sees as the theme of the letter: growing
towards the maturity of faith. Our
faith may not be static but should be
dynamic, leading us to walk closer with God every
day. This is a book for Christians who want to grow towards
maturity in faith. It can be used for combined Bible Study or
daily devotions.

Soft cover, 274 pages . . . . Can. $15.00 . . . U.S. $15.50

ISBN 978-0-88756-089-7

ORDER FROMYOUR FAVOURITE BOOKSTORE OR FROM

PREMIER PUBLISHING
One Beghin Avenue, Winnipeg, Manitoba R2J 3X5

WORK
&Leisure
Edited by Cornelis Van Dam
and
Kristen Kottelenberg Alkema

What actually is working? How would you
define it? The answer seems elusive in an
age when the cell phone makes it possible to strike a deal
on the beach and when the ever present laptop computer makes staying in
touch with business partners easy even when away from the office. Work
invades our time at home and activities more likely associated with the
home are entering places of work.

What defines leisure time? What is a responsible Christian approach to
using opportunities for leisure? Is God’s idea of rest the same as that of
the culture in which we live?

Soft cover, 75 pages Can. $ 8.00 . . . . U.S. $ 6.75

ISBN 0-88756-087-3

ORDER FROMYOUR FAVOURITE BOOKSTORE OR FROM

PREMIER PUBLISHING
One Beghin Avenue, Winnipeg, Manitoba R2J 3X5

BURLINGTON REFORMED STUDY CENTRE

Work and Leisure in theLife of a Christian

Work and Leisure in theLife of a Christian
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Peter Buitenwerf
Sales Representative

Serving Niagara
and surrounding area since 1987

1-800-461-0493

Bus: 905-957-5000 Res: 905-386-6678
Fax: 905-957-1085 Email: peterb@royallepage.ca

2005

Escarpment Realty
Independently Owned and Operated

370 Wilson Street East
Ancaster, Ontario L9G 4S4

Bus: (905) 304-3303
Fax: (905) 574-1450
Res: (905) 648-7705

Email: jvanandel@cogeco.ca

serving Ancaster, Dundas
Hamilton and surrounding areas.

John van Andel
Sales Representative

MEMBER

100% CLUB

Herman Faber, LL.B, LL.M.

HAMILTON LOCATION . . .

187 HUGHSON STREET SOUTH, HAMILTON, ONTARIO L8N 2B6
TELEPHONE: (905) 525-3786 FACSIMILE: (905) 523-8875
E-MAIL: FERGUS LOCATION . . . info@faberlaw.ca

FERGUS LOCATION . . .

162 ST. ANDREW STREET EAST, FERGUS, ONTARIO N1M 1P8
TELEPHONE: (519) 843-3222 FACSIMILE: (519) 843-2810

van der Woerd & Faber
BARRISTERS, SOLICITORS, NOTARIES PUBLIC, MEDIATOR

Real Estate, Business Law
Wills and Estates, Family Law

Mediation Services

HALF HOUR FREE CONSULTATION

Attentive to Your Needs, Affordable & Fair

DUTCH
SPOKEN

Airfare / Cruises / All-Inclusives / Travel Insurance

Call us for our Europe, Caribbean, Mexico, Hawaii
– Air, Hotel and Cruise Specials
“Best Fares to Amsterdam”

Visscher’s Travel & Cruise Ltd.
Toll Free:1-800-811-2388

Tel: 604-530-6771
Website: www.visschertravelcruise.com

“Give Us a Try Before You Buy for All Your Travel Needs”
BC. Reg. #25414

on line

• read selected articles
• subscribe to Clarion
• purchase gift subscriptions

• submit or upload advertisements
• submit your address change
• access contact information

Visit: www.premierpublishing.ca


