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Editorial
W.B. Slomp

Introduction
In my last editorial I wrote about authority and the

ministry.A minister must guard against abusing the God-given
authority vested in his office. Both the minister and the flock
that he serves must keep this in mind.And that is what I
promised to write about this time.

What ultimately is the ministry all about? It is about the
glory of God.A minister must reflect the glory of God and
teach God’s people to stand in awe of his greatness. Nothing
must stand in the way of achieving that goal.This is what
happens, however, when members of the congregation do not
treat the minister or his position with proper respect. How
then should he be regarded?

The twenty-first century angrily denies the existence of
God, and marginalizes those who proclaim Him in all his glory.
Thankfully in the church we do not do that.At least, we do not
want to.Yet, in a certain sense we do. Sometimes we treat
ministers either as demons or as gods. In either case God’s
existence is denied and his glory diminished.

The glory of God
How does God reveal Himself? He reveals Himself as the

almighty Creator. He could have created the world in the blink
of an eye, but He didn’t. He created everything in six days.After
each day of creation He said that it was good. In the end God
said that it was very good.“It is beautiful, magnificent!” Indeed,
how magnificent God’s creation is! Even now, after the fall into

sin, we stand in awe of Him and his wonderful creation. It is
absolutely glorious! 

The Bible does not define the word “glory” for us. God,
however, created us in such a way that intuitively we see it.We
see it in the beauty of a sunset with its brilliant colours, a most
spectacular feast for our eyes.We see God’s glory every time
we are confronted with the great complexity and variety of his
creation.We see it in every moment of beauty. It is at times like
this that we want to stand up in awe and wonder and applaud
the brilliant artist who conceived it all.

What is most remarkable is that man is created in God’s
likeness.We, of all creatures, reflect Him and what He stands
for. It is especially the duty of the minister of the Word to
remind God’s people of who God is and of who we are in
relation to Him. He must also remind God’s people that in
spite of our sins we ourselves are all endowed with God’s
glory through the Lord Jesus Christ.After all, He recreated us
and through his Spirit we bear God’s image once again.

Glory diminished
This has great implications for how we treat each other,

and especially how we treat the minister of the Word. Paul
writes that God “made his light shine in our hearts to give us
the light of the knowledge of the glory of God” (2 Cor 4:6). It
is the task of a minister to pass on the glory of God, to reflect
it. He must make God known in all his glory and majesty.

When men diminish the minister and his role, they prevent
him from making God’s glory known.This is done when they
ridicule the minister, and treat him with contempt.A minister is
in the public eye a lot. Consequently many conversations of the
members of the church are about him. His idiosyncrasies and
foibles are well known. It is easy to make disparaging remarks
about him. He is a ready and obvious target.

When certain changes are made in a church that are
unpopular with a few, they make the minister the object of
scorn, even though a whole church council is responsible. He is
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painted as a liberal, or as a dangerous man.This takes away
from his effectiveness to present the glory of God.

This also happens when there is constant bickering about
his performance: he does not visit often enough with the
elderly, with the youth, with those who are lonely; he is
involved too much with other ecclesiastical duties; he is not
friendly enough; he does not spend enough time on his
sermons; his sermons are too deep or not deep enough.The
list can go on and on. Often he is held to a standard that no
human being can attain.The reality is that ministers often work
long hours. Many work seven days a week, and have few
evenings for himself and his family.

Glory inflated
The opposite also happens. Some people make an idol out

of their current or former minister.Although they would not
put it that way, they make him to be a little god.They will
quote him ad nauseam, and compare all other ministers to
him in accordance with their inflated image of him.“He alone
knows how to preach, how to counsel, and how to uphold
the truth.”

This also degrades the minister, just as much as
unwarranted criticism. He is a sinful man, just as every one
else. He may not be put on a pedestal. He must not be
worshipped.That honour we may give only to God.

God grants us the glory with which we are endowed. He
equips each minister with his unique talents. Ultimately we
have nothing to do with it.And so we must have a right sense
of how we became what we are.We are all God’s
workmanship.We have nothing to boast of.

For that reason a minister may not allow himself to be
elevated to an artificially inflated position. It is easy to allow
others to tell him, for example, that they could never do
without him, and that no one can replace him. It is flattering to
hear this, and it feels good. But it is wrong and dangerous to
encourage others in this way.The minister may get an
exaggerated idea of his own worthiness, and think that he
alone knows how to minister to his flock. He might actually
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buy into the idea that no one else will be able to minister to his
flock as well as he.And because he begins to believe in his own
superiority, he will not allow criticism of his performance.As a
result other members of the congregation will become
frustrated and hope that he takes a call elsewhere.

Proper reverence
Paul says in 1 Timothy 5:17-18,“The elders who direct the

affairs of the church well are worthy of double honour,
especially those whose work is preaching and teaching.” It is my
own experience that by far the large majority of people treat
their minister with proper respect.They honour him in his
position in every way, and have a good sense of his abilities and
limitations.Thankfully so; otherwise the church could not exist.
For the minister is the mouthpiece of the Lord. If his position is
compromised then God’s voice becomes muffled.

Children who constantly hear criticism of the minister learn
not to take him, and therefore God’s Word, seriously.This
weakens their faith and they become cynical and indifferent over
time. Eventually it may even cause them to leave the church.

We all have a great responsibility to honour those who
labour in the ministry, not for the sake of minister in the first
place, but for the sake of God and his kingdom.The minister
himself, too, must respect his own position in the church. He
must not bring dishonour upon himself in the way that he
conducts himself.

The Bible leaves no doubt about the submission to pastoral
authority.“Obey your leaders and submit to their authority.
They keep watch over you as men who must give an account”
(Heb 13:17).These are strong words.These are important
words. Let us heed them.
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If you can’t find your shoes, do you
look for them on your bookshelf? Of
course not! What a ridiculous idea! No
matter how difficult it might be to find
your shoes, you can be sure that they
won’t be among your books.You’re
looking in completely the wrong area and
your search will not be successful. In
order for your search to be successful,
you need to look in more likely places
and you need to remember what has
happened in the past with the lost items.
Then you will look in the right places and
will find what has become lost.

Looking for things in the wrong
places, looking for someone in the wrong
place, is just what the women did on
Easter morning.They had attended Jesus
Christ and his disciples for quite a while
and supported them from their own
means (Luke 8:3).And on Good Friday,
while much of the crowd went away
after Jesus had breathed his last, these
women remained and at a distance
watched everything that happened (Luke
23:49). Now at the earliest opportunity,
on the day after the Sabbath, they had
come to pay their last respects to Jesus
Christ.They had come to the tomb in
which He was buried in order to give
Him a proper burial.They wanted to
anoint Jesus’ body with perfumes and
spices so that it might be preserved as
much as possible. In this way, they
wanted to show their love and devotion

to their Lord.They came very early in
the morning for there was no time to
lose as the decay could set in quickly.

And so there the women went,
carrying their spices.They thought that
they were going to find the dead body of
Jesus in the tomb. He had died after all,
hadn’t He? Indeed, another possibility
never even occurred to these women.
They had all witnessed his agonizing
death on the cross.The images of this
were still vivid in their minds. It was all
they could think about. So now they go
to where they are certain He is to be
found, among the dead, in the tomb of
Joseph of Arimathea.

But when they arrived at the tomb,
they immediately noticed that something
was amiss.The first thing that they found,
as it says in Luke 24:2, was that the stone
was rolled away from the tomb.What
could have happened? Why was the
stone removed from the opening to the
tomb? Had the body of Jesus been
tampered with? They entered the tomb,
seeking the body of their Lord.They
looked for something that does not
belong in a tomb.They were convinced
that the body of Jesus must be found in
this tomb and they were very perplexed
when they did not find his body here.
They had expected that his body would
stay for many days and gradually
decompose and so they had brought
their spices and ointments.

But instead of a dead body, the
women found two live men dressed in
clothes that gleamed like lightning.They
were angels, messengers of the Lord
Most High! And they asked the women
how they could be looking for the living
One among the dead. Did the women
really expect the Son of God, the long
awaited Messiah from heaven to remain
in the tomb, the place of the dead,
forever? Could death conquer the One
who has the springs of eternal life, the
One who gives such life to those who
believe in Him? Of course not! What a
ridiculous idea!

Jesus Christ lives! He continues to
live also today and cannot be found
among the dead.We have never seen
Him and do not see Him now, but
nevertheless He lives. Death could not
hold Him because He has won the
complete victory over the powers of
darkness and the evil one when He died
on the cross.The death that He suffered
was for the sake of our sins. He did not
die because of his own sins, for He never
committed any sin. He was holy and
blameless and therefore He did not
belong among the dead and should not
have been sought among the dead. Jesus
Christ is the living One and because of
his life, we may also share in his rich
benefits, the forgiveness of our sins and
life everlasting.

MATTHEW 13:52
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At a certain moment the Lord Jesus
asked his disciples,“Tell me, who am I?” It
was Peter who answered:“You are the
Christ, the Son of the living God.” I think
that all the disciples nodded agreement.
It would be hard to find a better answer.

A whole castle can be built on solid
rock. In the same way, the Lord Jesus
built his church on the solid confession
of Peter.The church does not consist of
stones, but of people.All of them know
for sure that what Peter said is true. Even
today, we say with Peter,“You are the
Christ, the Son of the living God.”

You know that you use keys to open
doors.You also use keys to lock doors.
For a castle you would need a key, made
of bronze or iron.You cannot enter
without the key.

Peter, too, received keys from the
Lord Jesus. He did not receive keys made
of bronze or iron, but keys of words.The
Lord gave these keys to Peter and all the
disciples.These keys were also meant for
all those who would later preach the
word of God faithfully.

What kind of keys are keys of words?
When a minister preaches the gospel, he
can say,“Your sins are forgiven because
of Jesus Christ.” If you think or say,“Yes,
that is what I believe,” then the door to
God’s kingdom is opened.You belong to
the Lord.

But the door to God is locked if you
do not believe, or if you only pretend to
believe.You would not belong to the
kingdom of heaven, even if you still went
to church.And if you go on pretending,

God goes on being angry at you. God is
angry at anyone who runs away from
Him or does not come to Him.

Thankfully, we belong to the church
not only for ourselves but also for each
other. If you notice that your friends are
doing something bad, you should not
follow them.You should tell them that
they shouldn’t do that.Adults must do
the same. If there is a person that no
longer comes to church, they should talk
to them.They should talk in a friendly
and loving way, for the church is one big
family. Sometimes we ourselves do things
the Lord does not want. If someone
warns us, we should listen.That is how it
goes in the church.

It is terrible if warning no longer
helps.The minister and elders come to
our home, and they say, “Because you
grieve the Lord you may not come to
the Lord’s Supper. For you do not 
mean it anyway.” If you would go to 
the Lord’s Supper, that would be 
even worse.

If someone continues to move away
from God, then he or she should no
longer be part of the church.This is what
God wants, for they do not belong to the
church in heaven either. Do you know
why these people are warned? To bring
them back! They have to feel that being
outside the church is not good.You can
always return to God and to the church,
for the Lord is a merciful God.

Lord’s Day 31
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This session is about Christian
ministry or service in its widest sense. It
is largely based around two exercises: the
first about church planting and mission
and the second about discovering gifts
and affirming one another. Both exercises
not only teach valuable lessons but also
help the group to develop in its life
together, as group members reflect both
on a task (which is imagined at this stage)
and on the gifts they bring to that task.

Into action together
Have the group members imagine

there is no church in the neighbouring
community of Someplace. Have them
further imagine that they are sent out by
their congregation to plant a church in
that area. Give them 15 minutes to work
out how they would begin, what their
priorities as a church are, and what gifts
they have in their group for ministry in
the new situation. Have them make an
inventory of the essential tasks that need
to be done and who will exercise which
ministry. Remind them that everyone
must play a part in the new church and
that they have no premises but a grant of
just $2000.00.Then leave the room as
facilitator.A new dynamic will happen in
the life of the group as you withdraw and
the members think about a task and set
goals together. Come back into the room
and ask for a full report.The reporting
should be fairly light-hearted. Perhaps
end it by asking people to say individually
what they learned.

Covenant: a commission to
serve

It is important to link the theme of
Christian service to the doctrine of the
covenant. Remind the participants that
members of God’s covenant are called to
serve each other and the world. Point
out that in many people’s minds the
pastor and the council do most of the
work. Explain that a biblical
understanding of being a church is that
every member has a vital contribution to
make. In addition, God has given
everyone gifts that need to be
discovered. Furthermore, God will call
members into different ministries outside
and within the church. It is very
important that outsiders are given a
positive vision of Christian ministry or
service.

Five areas of Christian
ministry

It is of utmost importance to give the
group members an understanding of a
broad concept of ministry which
embraces all of life and is rooted in
mission rather than simply in maintaining
and building up the church.The handout
unpacks this broad concept of ministry
by focusing on five areas of Christian
ministry.The church or members of the
church ought to:
1. Proclaim the good news of the

kingdom
2. Teach, nurture, and baptize new

believers

3. Respond to human needs with loving
service

4. Seek to transform unjust structures
of society

5. Strive to safeguard the integrity of
creation and sustain and renew the
earth.

Work through these areas one by one,
drawing out the group’s understanding of
what each may mean in their own local
area or community.Ask the group if they
would add anything to these five areas of
Christian ministry.

Discovering your gifts
Have the participants study Romans

12 together in small groups. Before they
do, place this chapter in the context of
the rest of Paul’s epistle to the Romans.
Be sure to point out that God has given
more gifts than the ones mentioned in
Romans 12. Have the groups list the gifts
that are mentioned.Then have them try
to identify which person in their group
may have one or more of the gifts on
their list. End this section by explaining
the place of the pastor, elders, and
deacons in equipping the members of the
church for ministry.

Ministry now
This section is meant to look at

different opportunities for ministry. In
small groups, or one large group, have the
participants think through the different
ways in which they can exercise a
ministry and get involved in a ministry
now. Have them list the number of ways
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in which they can get involved outside
the church first through work, home, or
volunteer work.Then, have them list the
ministries within the church we are all
called to exercise.Among these
ministries, be sure the group includes
intercession, giving, and witnessing.At
this time introduce the concept of
vocation: God calls particular people
with particular gifts to particular tasks.
All too often new Christians jump into
too many different things with the
result that church and doing things at
church suddenly becomes more
important than either God or their
family. Have the group reflect on what
principles they should have for
balancing their time between home,
work, church, and the community.

Some pitfalls to avoid
Run through the pitfalls mentioned

on the handout. Discuss the following
with the group:
1. Your ministry is not confined to

churchy things or Christian activities
2. Upfront ministry is not more

important than behind the scenes
ministry

3. “Spiritual” ministries are not more
important than practical ones

4. Every ministry must be undertaken in
the form of a servant

5. Take time to let your ministry
develop, and persevere in what you do

6. A balance between prayer, rest, and
work is important in every
Christian’s life.

Finish the lesson with a meditation on
Jesus washing the feet of his disciples
(John 13).Ask the participants to think
and pray between this lesson and the
next about their own ministry.

If you would like to view the 
outline for this lesson, go to
www.reformedevangelism.com and
follow the links.We have added an article
by John MacArthur on “The Importance
of Spiritual Gifts” as well as an online
tool for discerning your spiritual gifts.
Please be discerning in which tool you
decide to use. If you are unhappy with
the online tools, a visit to a Christian
bookstore should enable you to find a
Gift Assessment Tool with which you feel
comfortable. Next time, we hope to
introduce “Your money and your life.”

Introduction: 1854-2004
December marked the 150th

anniversary of the birth of Herman
Bavinck, one of the finest reformed
theologians of the modern era. Bavinck
played an important role in the
advancement of reformed life in the
Netherlands, especially in the decades
around 1900.As a child of the Secession
and an agent in the creation of the Dutch
Reformed Churches (Gereformeerde
Kerken) that were established in 1892,
Bavinck is a spiritual ancestor also of the

Liberated churches (Vrijgemaakten)
and their sister-churches in Australia,
Canada, and the United States. He
bequeathed to them a valuable legacy,
which may be described broadly as an
emphasis on the direct application of the
reformed faith to contemporary issues
in theology, philosophy, social life,
politics, and education.

Unfortunately, however, Bavinck is
not widely known in English-speaking
countries, since only a few of his writings
have been translated from the Dutch
language.The goal of this article, which

offers little more than a sketch of
Bavinck’s life and career, is to convey to
the reader the current value of Bavinck’s
writings and ideas, especially as these
concern the relation of the reformed
faith to Christianity generally and to the
world at large.

Faith and science
Bavinck’s parents were members of

the Seceded churches, yet they did not
yield to the isolationist spirit common to
many of them.Affected by their
continued contact with believers who did

Being Reformed in an
unchristian World: The
Legacy of Herman Bavinck
for the Twenty-First Century

Riemer Faber
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not depart from the State Church,
Herman developed an open-mindedness
that would mark his thinking, writing,
and actions later in life.While a stalwart
defender of the just cause of the
Secession, Bavinck gave serious
consideration to the ideas expressed by
those of other, also non-reformed,
traditions. In 1873, after attending
gymnasium, Bavinck enrolled in the
theological college at Kampen, which
had been founded in 1854.Within a
year, however, since he preferred to be
in a more academic environment,
Bavinck transferred to the University of
Leiden, the leading intellectual centre in
the Netherlands and the seat of
modern theology.

Fortunately Bavinck was not overly
attracted to the teachings of the so-
called “ethical” school of theology, or to
the “modern” science prevalent at the
time.Yet he did acquire a conviction not
widely practised in our time: reformed
scholarship must operate at the highest
intellectual level, and not languish on the
margins of contemporary thought.

It was in Leiden that Bavinck also
acquired the conviction that one must
fully understand the ideas and methods
of one’s intellectual opponents in order
to refute them completely. Later in life,
although he differed openly with his
peers, Bavinck commanded deep respect
for his fair representation of their
arguments and his desire to counter
them on their terms. In our unchristian
era, too, the spirits must be tested fully
to see whether they are from God; the
truth must be acknowledged wherever it
is found, and falsehood must be exposed
by means of reasoned arguments, not
dismissive rhetoric.

Bavinck wrote his doctoral
dissertation on the ethics of Huldrych
Zwingli, noting that the Swiss reformer

boldly applied the combination of
humanism and Christianity to ethics, the
field of moral behaviour. Bavinck’s
interest in the relation between belief
and human achievement would develop
into a life-long endeavour to perceive
the complex links between all aspects of
human enterprise. One of the most
significant, though difficult, goals of
Bavinck’s career was to define precisely
the relation between faith and science. It
is fair to state that the furtherance of
knowledge in the context of the
Christian faith was Bavinck’s main
contribution to the revival of Calvinism 

in the Netherlands at the beginning of
the twentieth century. Obviously, the
advancement of knowledge from the
Christian perspective should mark
reformed science also in the twenty-first
century.To quote Bavinck from one of
his guest-lectures at Princeton, the
person who dedicates his life to the
pursuit of science “cannot split himself
into halves and separate his faith from
his knowledge.”

Christian faith and modern
theology

While Bavinck was completing his
dissertation, he kept an eye upon the
liberalising trend in reformed churches
throughout the Netherlands, and he
dedicated his scholarly efforts to serving

the church of Christ directly. In the late
1870s Abraham Kuyper was executing
the plan to establish the Free University
in Amsterdam, and he offered Bavinck a
professorship in oriental languages there.
After some vacillation, Bavinck declined
and determined to serve the Christelijke
Gereformeerde Kerken (the name of the
churches which arose from the
Secession) as minister, accepting a call to
the Frisian town of Franeker. In 1882
Bavinck received a renewed invitation
from Amsterdam, this time to be
professor in New Testament exegesis. He
declined, since he felt called to serve the
congregations of the Secession, however
humble they and their institutions were.
The decision reveals Bavinck’s keen sense
of respect for the boundaries between
denominations (in Dutch: kerk-besef), a
sense not highly active in evangelical
North America today.

In 1883, when he was twenty-nine,
Bavinck was appointed lecturer in
theology and literary studies at the
theological college at Kampen. Bavinck
was eager to raise the academic
standards of the relatively young school,
and expectations were high. In his
inaugural lecture Bavinck revealed his
plan of study: from the confessional
reformed perspective he would examine
the central problems of theology as
formulated by modern scholars.

Reformed scholarship
must operate at the
highest intellectual level,
and not languish on the
margins of contemporary
thought.
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Bavinck’s Reformed
Dogmatics

Bavinck wasted little time, and the
years following his appointment became
the most productive period of his life. It
was during these years that he composed
and published the four-volume Reformed
Dogmatics, a work regarded by many
experts as the most important modern
expression of the teaching of Scripture
from a reformed perspective.This
exhaustive work provides a balanced
account of the development of theology
as a discipline; it also seeks to make
dogmatics a more systematic discipline
than it has been.Though Bavinck
interacts with both contemporary and
earlier thought, he does so in a personal
manner in order to show that theology is
not a purely academic pursuit, but a
deeply personal undertaking of the

believing Christian.Thus Bavinck
counteracts the methods of so-called
higher criticism practised by agnostic, or
unbelieving, scholars.

Bavinck advanced the teaching of the
inspiration and authority of the Bible
(topics of considerable interest today).
He emphasized that theology arises out
of God’s revealed Word, the Scriptures,
and so must always be bound up closely
with it; theology cannot be pursued apart
from the inspired Bible.Accordingly, the

basis, methods, and goals of theological
study must be established by the exercise
of faith, and not by criteria determined by
modern scientists.This means that every
believer, regardless of education, can and
should seek to grasp and formulate the
teachings of the Bible.Thus by articulating
the current significance of the well-known
profession, sola Scriptura, Bavinck
provided for our generation a renewed
statement of the basis upon which
reformed theology must advance and
respond to current philosophical and
theological movements. Readers will be
pleased to discover that Reformed
Dogmatics is now being translated into
English: the available Volumes One and
Two are required reading for any student
of reformed doctrine.1

It is needless to state that Bavinck’s
Reformed Dogmatics is not flawless or
timeless. Both within and outside
reformed circles, the shortcomings of the
work were noted. One common
observation was that Bavinck is partial to
the scholastic methods of argumentation
common especially to the Middle Ages,
and that his approach was somewhat
rationalistic. Especially in the sections
that treat the doctrine of man (or
anthropology), Bavinck has given the
impression of employing scholastic
modes of argumentation and language.
Criticism has also been directed at the
heavily philosophical tenor of the work,
which may create the sense that it seeks
to impose a theory of philosophy upon
theology. Bavinck certainly knew
intimately the writings of the great
philosophers, in particular the Greek
thinkers Plato and Aristotle, and the later
Aristotelian thinker,Thomas Aquinas.

In Bavinck’s defence it may be
observed that in responding to both
historic philosophies and their modern
manifestations, Bavinck was walking in
the footsteps of some of the greatest

Falsehood must be exposed
by means of reasoned
arguments, not dismissive
rhetoric.

Herman Bavinck 1854-1921

1854 Born in Hoogeveen
1874-1880 Student of theology in Leiden

Doctoral thesis: The Ethics of Huldrych Zwingli
1880 Completes study for ministry at Theological College,

Kampen
1881-1882 Serves as minister in the (former) Christelijke 

Gereformeerde Kerk
1882 Becomes lecturer in dogmatics in Kampen
1888 Publishes Catholicity of Christianity and the Church 

(De Katholiciteit van Christendom en Kerk)
1891 Marries Johanna Schippers, with whom he receives one 

child
1895-1901 Publishes the 4-volume Reformed Dogmatics 

(Gereformeerde Dogmatiek)
1902 Replaces Kuyper as professor of dogmatics at Free 

University of Amsterdam
1904 Publishes Christian Worldview (Christlijke 

Wereldbeschouwing)
1904 Publishes Pedagogical Principles (Paedagogische 

Beginselen)

1911 Leads the Anti-Revolutionary Party as active politician

1921 Passes away in Amsterdam
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theologians, most notably Calvin and
Augustine, and that Scripture itself
exposes the heresies of humanistic ideas.
As far as the time-bound character of
Reformed Dogmatics is concerned, it is
regrettable that Bavinck could not
include in his writing a full, corrective
response to the ideas of the highly-
influential theologian, Karl Barth, who
was younger than Bavinck.

Bavinck’s methods and
principles

Unlike Abraham Kuyper, who
stressed the antithesis between
reformed and unchristian ideas, Bavinck
sought to understand fully the
assumptions and principles of theological
movements. His method is that of
synthesis, which places different ideas side
by side. Bavinck did not draw parallels
between the ideas of modern thinkers
and classic reformed teachings;

rather, he wished to grasp completely the
thoughts of his opponents, and he did so
through a careful analysis of the 

similarities and differences between their
ideas and his own. His own treatment of
doctrine was arranged in such a way that
the relationship between the various
elements was clearly visible. Bavinck’s
balanced approach to his subject and to
the writings of his colleagues succeeded
because of his principled stance: firmly
rooted in the Secession and the
confessional reformed tradition, Bavinck
confidently identified the truth wherever
it appeared, and exposed theories not
grounded in the text of Scripture.This
cautious yet moderate approach
deserves imitation today, especially in the
formulation of reformed assessments of
theological trends.

1 H. Bavinck, Reformed Dogmatics,Vol. 1;
Vol. 2  (ed. J. Bolt, tr. J.Vriend, Baker, 2003-);
some readers may be familiar with the
abbreviated and popular compendium,
entitled Magnalia Dei, which has been
rendered into English as Our Reasonable
Faith (tr. H. Zylstra, Baker, 1956).

Theology is not a purely
academic pursuit, but a
deeply personal
undertaking of the
believing Christian.

Dear Editor,
Mr. Sikkema’s September 24 article about the

secularization of Ontario’s public schools was very
informative and should be quite helpful to our whole
community. Unfortunately, a few issues in the article 
require attention.

First of all, the former feminist Mary Pride is not a
Seventh Day Adventist, but a conservative Presbyterian.

Secondly, as Mr. Sikkema implied, some of Mary Pride’s
arguments against Christian day schools do not seem
applicable to our Reformed schools.Two of her concerns,

however, are quite relevant: the
effect of peer pressure among
the children, and the financial
burden that can cause mothers
to seek an outside job [Mary
Pride,The Way Home: Beyond Feminism, Back to Reality,
(Westchester, Illinois: Crossway Books), p. 93-99].
If these recurring issues are not dealt with Biblically, they 
can significantly reduce the positive effects of our 
Reformed schools.

Nancy Schriemer
Ottawa, ON

Letter to the Editor

ChurChurch Newsch News
Called to the church of Calgary,
Alberta:

Rev.W. Bredenhof
home missionary of Smithers,
British Columbia.

Accepted the call to Cloverdale,
British Columbia:

Rev.T. Lodder
of Taber,Alberta.
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In this article we would like to wrap up this series on the
Sermon on the Mount. Jesus has taught and commanded us a lot
through this part of Scripture. But how are we now to put these
teachings into practice, each and every day anew? For we know
that the life of a Christian here on earth is not meant to be
easy. We ought not to say “Oh, what will happen tomorrow?”
No, we must have the confidence and trust that Psalm 112:7-8a
speaks about:“He will have no fear of bad news; his heart is
steadfast, trusting in the Lord. His heart is secure, he will have
no fear.” For when we have our faith built on the strong
foundation of our Rock and Saviour, then we are able to go on,
no matter what comes our way.

This can only be done when we are humble and recognize
that in every aspect of life we do not do anything out of our
own strength. It is only through our Saviour, Jesus Christ, and by
the Holy Spirit who works mightily in our hearts in order to
help us to walk as his children.

But what is it that really lives in our hearts? Do we cry out
to God in total dependence in Him? We must know and realize
that we are but mere sinful human beings, and deserve nothing.
Daily we must pray and ask God to cleanse us from within, to
cleanse all the evil and filth that comes from our hearts. He
alone can make our hearts pure. David also prays for this in
Psalm 51:10,“Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a
steadfast spirit within me.”

When God renews us from within we are able to walk in
the ways that He has taught us in the Beatitudes.Yes, when we
walk in these ways then we will face persecution because of
righteousness, but each Beatitude shows us how we will be
blessed.To be blessed is to find true hope and joy, and the
deepest form of happiness, when we daily follow Jesus no
matter what the cost.

This righteousness only comes from what God does in us,
and not what we can do by ourselves.Walking day by day in all
humbleness before God is what He wants.We cannot do this in
ourselves, and must see God’s mighty hand working in us
through the Holy Spirit.

So why then did Jesus preach the Sermon on the Mount?
He shows us how we have come short of giving all glory to
God. However great our efforts and striving, whatever we do

will never make us righteous, or fit us to stand in the presence
of God. It also teaches us that it is God alone who makes his
people anew. He has given us the gift of the Holy Spirit, the
promise made to Abraham.A believer wants to live what Jesus
teaches in the Sermon on the Mount, and he does his utmost
to do so. He realizes his failures, but prays to be filled with the
Holy Spirit. He hungers and thirsts after righteousness, and he
has the blessed experience of the promises being realized in
his daily life.

We know that Christ died for our sins, that our sins are
forgiven.We know that we have passed from death unto life, and
we belong to Him, because we do indeed hunger and thirst for
righteousness.We must be conscious of the fact that He is
dealing with us, and that his Spirit is working within us, revealing
to us our shortcomings and imperfections.This creates a longing
in us both to will and to do of his good pleasure.

Above all, in the midst of life, with all its trials and
uncertainties, we can certainly say with the apostle Paul,“So do
not be ashamed to testify about our Lord, or ashamed of me his
prisoner. But join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the
power of God, who has saved us and called us to a holy life –
not because of anything we have done but because of his own
purpose and grace.This grace was given us in Christ Jesus
before the beginning of time, but it has now been revealed
through the appearing of our Saviour, Christ Jesus, who has
destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to light
through the gospel” (2 Tim 1:8-10).And,“You then, my son, be
strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. . . Endure hardship
with us like a good soldier of Christ Jesus” (2 Tim 2:1-3).

O God, hide Thou Thy face from all my sins,
Blot out all my iniquities that grieve Thee.
Create in me a clean heart; do not leave me.
Renew my spirit, make it strong again.
O from Thy presence cast me not away;
Let nought me from Thy Holy Spirit sever.
Let joy of Thy salvation with me stay,
Uphold me with a willing spirit ever.

Psalm 51:4

Ray of SunshineRay of Sunshine
By Mrs. Corinne Gelms and Mrs. Erna Nordeman

“Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into
practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock.”  

Matthew 7:24
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Birthdays in April:

2 DEREK KOK will be 35       
464 Domville Street, Box 4, Arthur, ON  N0G 1A0

19 MARINUS FOEKENS will be 53
4-290 Forest Street, Chatham, ON  N7L 2A9

23 ARLENE DEWIT will be 44     
c/o P. DeWit
Barnston Island, Surrey, BC  V3T 4W2

29 BRYCE BERENDS will be 30      
3217 Twin Oaks Crescent, Burlington, ON  L7M 3A8

Congratulations to all who are celebrating a birthday this
month. May our heavenly Father grant you an enjoyable day
together with your family and friends, and also his blessings for
this new year.

Till next month,
Mrs. C. Gelms and Mrs. E. Nordeman

548 Kemp Road East, RR 2, Beamsville, ON  LOR 1B2
Phone: 905-563-0380

On Saturday, September 18, 2004, a
large group of people gathered in the
Guido gym to celebrate Anchor Camp’s
twenty-fifth anniversary. It was a time to
pause and reflect on the fact that
twenty-five times our handicapped
brothers and sisters have been able to
enjoy a wonderful holiday at Anchor
Camp.The Lord has blessed Anchor
Camp greatly. He has granted safety,
health, strength, energy, enthusiastic
volunteers, cheerful donors, and much
more.Anchor Camp is a special place
because the participants and volunteers
share a bond of faith in God our
Heavenly Father.The volunteers often
have their faith strengthened by the child
like faith of the participants.They love
the Lord and show this in many ways,
such as their enthusiastic singing and
being eager to attend church on Sunday.

The afternoon was opened by singing
Psalm 116:1 and 10, a favourite for many
of the campers.A former director, Allard
Gunnink, read Hebrews 6, the Scripture
passage from which the Camp’s name is
derived.“We have this hope as an anchor

for the soul, firm and secure” (Heb
6:19a). Mr. Gunnink spoke some opening
words reminding us that in the new
world our special brothers and sisters
will no longer have handicaps.

A trip down memory lane
Helen Dorgeloos and Lydia

Schulenberg took the audience on a trip
down memory lane. Below follows
several excerpts from this trip.

The first Anchor Camp was held at
Valens Conservation Area near Freelton,

Ontario.At that first Camp Jim
VanderHeiden, John Feenstra, Paul
Dieleman, Grace Homan, Janine Smid,
Marinus Foekens, James Buikema,Albert
Dorgeloos, Philip Schuurman, and Connie
VanAmerongen were the ten participants
who attended for one or two weeks.
At Anchor Camp 2004 there were 
thirty-four participants that attended. In
recent years the total number of people
at Camp has ranged from sixty to sixty-
five.The age of the campers has been

Anchor Camp’s 
Twenty-Fifth Anniversary

Helen Dorgeloos
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preschool to fifty plus.The Lord has
called home Anchor Camp participants
Marlene Fausert, John Feenstra, and
Marten Jansen.Anchor Campers have
many fond memories of these three
special individuals.

In the many years of Camp, we have
enjoyed a variety of activities.We swim,
play games, bowl, enjoy campfires, go
hiking, enjoy sports, go boating, go on
scavenger hunts, joke, talk and socialize,
fish, make crafts (an activity which the
male counsellors love immensely), play
tricks, have water fights, and do lots of
singing and eating. Food has always been
an important highlight of Camp.We eat a
variety of foods from around the world;
we’ve eaten Canadian,American,
Chinese, Indonesian, Hungarian, Italian,
and Dutch. Scavenger hunts were a
popular activity during Anchor Camp’s
years at Valens.You had to find all kinds
of unique things.At the very first Camp,
one of the items on the list was a bird’s
nest. One group actually cheated and
made a nest out of twigs and other
objects.They said that nowhere on the
sheet did it say that the nest had to be
made by birds and not by humans!

Kangaroo Court has become an
Anchor Camp tradition.This famous court
is equipped with a judge, a defence
attorney, prosecution, police, and criminals
who are always guilty.The humorous
punishments vary and may include being
surprised with a bucket of cold water or
wearing a delicious cream pie.

Two years ago,Anchor Camp had a
farm theme.Two stuffed farmer dummies
named Frank and Bob joined the
adventurous life of Anchor Camp. Frank
got to sleep in the director’s bed, float in
the pool on Sunday, and arrive at the sing
song circle tied to the front of an old
tractor, where Connie VanAmerongen
offered to elope with him! Anchor Camp
2004 had a clown theme. One night two
minister’s sons and friends placed a row
of chairs and a table on the dining room
roof along with two stuffed clowns.

Highlights of Anchor Camp
After this trip down memory lane,

the audience was treated to a slide
presentation, a video clip, and a delightful
power point presentation, all of which
portrayed the highlights of Anchor Camp
during the twenty-five years.The campers
enjoyed seeing themselves on the screen
and the excited comment of:“That’s me!”
could frequently be heard. Connie
VanAmerongen, who has attended nearly
all of the twenty-five Camps, also gave a
brief speech.The visual presentations
were alternated with joyful singing from
the Book of Praise, praising our God and
Father who has given us twenty-five
wonderful Anchor Camps.

Closing remarks
After closing the formal part of the

program in prayer led by Mr. G.
Nordeman, chairman of the Anchor
board, guests were given the opportunity
to partake of delicious anniversary cake

and other refreshments. It was also time
to meet old and new friends made during
the twenty-five years of Camp.

In the closing remarks gratitude was
expressed to the countless volunteers
who have given their time with love and
enthusiasm at Anchor Camp itself or
behind the scenes.Thankfulness was also
voiced to all those who have made
donations, financial or other, to Anchor
Camp. It is amazing and a reason for
rejoicing when one thinks of the countless
individuals who have contributed in many
ways to make Anchor Camp a success for
twenty-five years.

Above all our thanks go to God our
Heavenly Father who has blessed Anchor
Camp and made each and every Camp a
safe and special holiday for the Anchor
Campers. He is the one who has made it
possible for Anchor Camp to exist for
twenty-five special years. May God
continue to guide and bless future
Anchor Camps.
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In MemoriamIn Memoriam

Dr. Karel Deddens (1924-2005)

The Lord has called to Himself Dr. Karel Deddens at
the age of 80. His health had been in decline for the last
number of years and in the early afternoon of February 10
his task on earth was ended. He went to be with his
Saviour.Although living in Holland most of his life, he and
his family spent six very important years of their lives in
Canada when he could serve the churches as Professor of
Diaconiology and Ecclesiology from 1984-1990. It is for this
reason that we wish to remember his work with gratitude
in this “In Memoriam.”

Some highlights of his life
Dr. Deddens was born on August 29, 1924 in Rijswijk, a

place beside The Hague in The Netherlands. His father, the
later Professor P. Deddens, was minister there at the time.
After getting his secondary education in Groningen at the
Willem Lodewijk Gymnasium, Dr. K. Deddens studied
theology in Kampen under professors S. Greijdanus, K.
Schilder, B. Holwerda, C.Veenhof, and his father. He was
ordained into the ministry of the Word on October 28,
1951 in Hoek in the extreme south of The Netherlands
known as Zuid Vlaanderen (Southern Flanders).This was
also the place where he spent his last years after returning
from Canada.

Dr. Deddens’ ministry could be characterized as one
that was full of variety and it showed that he did not mind a
challenge or two. From Hoek, Dr. Deddens went on to
serve congregations in Leerdam and Amersfoort-Centrum.
In 1965 he accepted the call for missionary work in
Curaçao.After preparatory mission studies in Oegstgeest,
he departed for the Caribbean and served on the island of
Curaçao for five years. In 1970 he accepted the call to
serve the sending church at Rijnsburg and in 1974 he
departed for Groningen-Zuid.While he was a minister in
Groningen, he finished his graduate studies in Kampen
under Dr. C.Trimp and was awarded the degree of Doctor
of Theology. His dissertation was entitled Annus Liturgicus?
(Liturgical Year?). It dealt with the development of the
liturgical calendar in which the episcopate of Cyril of
Jerusalem (313-387) played a central role.

It was while he was in Groningen-Zuid that the call
came from Canada to teach at the Theological College. It
would have been tempting for many a minister at his age of
60, with four children still at home and with two who
would remain in Holland, to dismiss such an appointment
out of hand. But Dr. Deddens accepted the challenge
joyfully with the full support of his wife. He considered it
the crown on his work as minister.1 After his retirement in

The Netherlands, he and Mrs.
Deddens frequently made the
trip to British Columbia’s
Fraser Valley to visit their two
married children there.

Professor in Hamilton
On May 6, 1984 Dr. J. Faber installed Dr. Deddens as

minister of the church at Hamilton with as text for the
sermon:“Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead,
descended from David as preached in my gospel” (2 Tim
2:8). Dr. Deddens’ inaugural sermon dealt with 2
Corinthians 2:14-17, where the apostle Paul speaks in
glowing terms of the preaching of the gospel and compares
its progress to one of those impressive victory parades put
on by a conquering Roman commander.The note of joy
evident in that sermon was the melody by which Dr.
Deddens ordered his professorial life.

When Dr. Deddens was installed as Professor of
Diaconiology and Ecclesiology on September 7, 1984 he
spoke on a liturgical topic:“The Function of the Reader and
the Reading of the Holy Scriptures in Public Worship.” He
concluded that it is desirable that the reading of Scripture
in church be done by someone who is not the preacher. It
does not have to be an office bearer and a variety of
readers would be a good thing.The Holy Scripture after all
belongs to the entire congregation and not just the
minister of the church.2

Dr. Deddens did his work with great enthusiasm and
joy, and he never hesitated to take on additional
responsibilities. He was a very quick worker and thrived in
the challenge of meeting deadlines. He was a prolific writer
and with his typewriter hammered out books and articles,
one after the other. His interests were many and varied. He
was interested in music and liturgy, ecumenicity and
missions, catechetics and homiletics, history and church
order. He wrote on all these areas.With so many varied
and diverse interests, which covered his teaching
responsibilities as well, it was interesting to see what he
would do for his final lecture at the College.

The day for that final lecture came on Friday, May 4,
1990. In this lecture he sought to combine all his fields of
interest. He did so by speaking on Nicetas (c. 335-414 AD),
bishop of Remesiana in the Balkans, under a title
characterizing Nicetas as missionary, liturge, and catechist.
A highlight of this lecture was the background Dr. Deddens
was able to give to Hymn 2 of our Book of Praise, the Te
Deum. He showed that it was probably authored by
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Nicetas, one reason being the similarity between this hymn
and Nicetas’ doctrinal writings.The beauty of the structure
of this hymn was also shown.The lecture concluded with
the audience singing the entire hymn, with Dr. Deddens
behind the organ.3

In conclusion
When we reflect on the contribution that Dr. Deddens

made at the Theological College we do so with great
gratitude to the Lord. He provided us with the man for the
hour.With Dr. Deddens’ wide pastoral and missionary
experience, along with his academic interests in the right
fields, he was able to meet the challenge that this vacancy
offered. His work still speaks in the considerable number of
publications he has left behind.

When he preached his inaugural sermon at the
beginning of his Hamilton period, he ended the sermon by
stressing how necessary it is that all those who exert
themselves in the ministerial work of the Lord place

themselves with their labours in the hands of God. For 
who is equal to the task (2 Cor 2:16)? It is God who will
complete the work of his servants. For God gives the
promise:“My grace is sufficient for you.” It is in that
realization that our brother lived and died. May the Lord
comfort Mrs. Deddens and the entire family with that
knowledge and may they also continue to experience the
grace of God as he leads them on with his fatherly hand.

1 See the interview with Dr. K. Deddens in Clarion 39, (1990),
p. 351.
2 This speech can be found in Clarion 33, (1984), p. 391-396,
416-419.
3 A report by Dr. J. De Jong of this speech is found in Clarion 39,
(1990), p. 257-258.

Dr. C.Van Dam is principal and professor of Old Testament at the Theological
College of the Canadian Reformed Churches in Hamilton, Ontario.

cvandam@canrc.org

C.Van Dam

Every good and perfect gift is from above. James 1:17a
We give praise to our Almighty Heavenly Father for the gift of our

second covenant son
CONNOR JCONNOR JAACOBCOB

Born January 15, 2005
Steve and Karen Mans

Joshua†
8th grandchild for Andy and Margaret Mans

6th grandchild for Hans and Coby Bartels
I prayed for this child and the LORD has granted me what I asked for. 

1 Samuel 1:27

Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks
to God the Father for everything. . . Ephesians 5:19-20

With thankfulness to the Lord we joyfully announce the birth of
our daughter
LLYDIA MARIEYDIA MARIE

Born February 10, 2005
Derek and Helena deJonge  

1st grandchild for Case and Trudy deJonge
13th grandchild for Ben and Joan Kottelenberg

24 Upton Crescent, Guelph, ON  N1E 6P3

The LORD has done great things for us, and we are filled with joy. 
Psalm 126:3

With great joy we celebrate the birth of our new daughter who
joined our family on November 22

KKAATIE RIANNATIE RIANNA
fills our hearts and our arms

Richard and Jody Tomlin
A sister for Emmaleigh

8th grandchild for Bill and Ineke Vanderwerf
4th grandchild for Ted and Dale Tomlin

106 Elizabeth Crescent, Dunnville, ON  N1A 2P1

But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.
Joshua 24:15

It is with great joy and thankfulness to our heavenly Father 
who made all things well, we announce the birth of our son 

and brother

JUDE HENDRIKJUDE HENDRIK
Born February 10, 2005
Edwin and Debbie Jans

A brother for Cullen, Jack and Ryenn
Seventeenth grandchild for Mike and Ann DeBoer

Twenty-fourth grandchild for Gerald and Hetty Jans
2 Carl Crescent, Waterdown, ON  L0R 2H4

Advertisements:Advertisements:
Announcements of Weddings, Anniversaries (with Open House)
should be submitted six weeks in advance.
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We give thanks to God for the miracle of life. He has blessed us
with another covenant child, a son, whom we have named

TYLER JOHNTYLER JOHN
Born December 14, 2004 to 

Peter and Lori Stegenga (nee Buikema)
A brother for Dustin, Karissa, and Ashley

877 Westover Road, RR 2, Branchton, ON  N0B 1L0

I prayed for this child, and the LORD has granted me what I 
asked of Him. 1 Samuel 1:27

KKARINA EMILARINA EMILYY
Born January 5, 2005

Christopher and Irene Baron (Hutten)
A little sister for Bradley, Megan, Chantal, Andrew and Adam

113 Crawford Road, RR 1, Berkeley, ON  N0H 1C0

With thanks to our heavenly Father, we

ALEX THALEN ALEX THALEN 

andand

LLAURAURA PIEFFERSA PIEFFERS
wish to announce our engagement, February 4, 2005

RR 1, Elora, Ontario  N0B 1S0

May the Lord direct your hearts into God’s love and 
Christ’s perseverance. 2 Thessalonians 3:5

Gerb and Jane Dykema are happy to announce the engagement
on December 24, 2004 of their daughter

AMBER JAMBER JANE ANE 

toto

ROBERROBERT JOSEPHT JOSEPH
son of George and Elizabeth Ruthart

2368 Cotswold Crescent, Burlington, ON  L7P 3Y1

25th Wedding Anniversary
1980 ~ April 3 ~ 2005

God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. 
Therefore we will not fear. . . Psalm 46:1 & 2a

Giving praise to God for granting them 25 years together we
wish to announce the Wedding Anniversary of our 

parents and grandparents

ALBERALBERTT andand RITRITA BA BYSTERYSTERVELD VELD (nee Hoeksema)(nee Hoeksema)
We pray that He will continue to keep you in His care and give

you many more years of health and happiness together. 
Congratulations Mom and Dad, Opa and Oma!

Chilliwack, BC: Jennifer and Rob Spanninga
Alison

Lynden,Wash: Karen and Andrew DeMooy
Abbotsford, BC: Leanne and Dwight VanKammen

Jeff, Melissa, Dawna, Rochelle, Teri
2201 Cole Road, Abbotsford, BC  V3G 2H1

Arnhem 1970 ~ March 24, 2005 ~ Richmond Hill
The end of a matter is better than its beginning. Ecclesiastes 7:8a

We praise our Heavenly Father for His goodness and faithfulness
in blessing our father and mother, Opa and Oma

WILLEM WILLEM andand GERGERTHE DEN HOLLTHE DEN HOLLANDERANDER (nee V(nee Voerman)oerman)
with 35 years of marriage.

We humbly thank Him for their example of faith and love and
pray that He will grant them many more years together, that
they may continue to be a blessing to each other, to us and to

the church family.
Strathroy, ON: James and Miriam Slaa

Daniel, Timothy, Matthew, Hannah, 
Calvin, Sarah

Caledonia, ON: Arie and Tamara den Hollander
William

Orangeville, ON: Bernie and Joanneke Kottelenberg
Caleb, Rebecca, Josiah, Seth

Smithville, ON: Rick and Daniëlle Ravensbergen
Maria, Nathan, Stephen, Amy

Grimsby, ON: Allard and Elsa DeVries
Claire

Richmond Hill, ON: Rolf den Hollander and Liz Jansen
William den Hollander and Diane Boot
Mark den Hollander and Eleanor Boot
Paul den Hollander

Please sign the guest book at: www3.sympatico.ca/adenhollander
154 Regent Street, Richmond Hill, ON  L4C 9N9

wdenhollander@canrc.org

1970 ~ March 27 ~ 2005
For the LORD is good and his love endures forever; his faithfulness 

continues through all generations. Psalm 100:5

Thanking our Heavenly Father for his continued mercies and
blessings in sustaining the lives of our dear parents and 

grandparents, we happily announce the 
35th Wedding Anniversary of

ANDREW ANDREW andand JJANE BARENDREGANE BARENDREGTT (nee Dykstra)(nee Dykstra)

We pray that the LORD will continue to bless your lives together
for many more years.

Smithers, BC: Richard and Allita Barendregt
Brittany, Kelsey, Shawn, Russell

Jean and Bill Devries
Kimberly, Alyssa, Byron, Daryl, Jolene, Benjamin

Marj and Ed Wierenga
Alana, Kyle, Caitlyn

Houston, BC: Pete and Amanda Barendregt
Chaston, Clayton, Charisa, Damon

Ancaster, ON: Cecilia and Steve Vandevelde
Mailing address: Box 2701, Smithers, BC  V0J 2N0
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TTEACHINGEACHING PPOSITIONSOSITIONS

The Niagara Reformed Christian Education Association which
operates Heritage Christian School invites applications for the

2005/2006 academic year.
We especially need 
• teachers qualified to teach French from Grades 7-12
• A Personal Support Worker qualified to assist Special Needs

students.
We would consider applications for full-time and/or 

part-time teaching positions at the elementary school level.
HCS
• in the heart of Ontario’s beautiful Niagara Peninsula.
• a student body of 560 students from K to 12.
• a dedicated and supportive Christian community.
• a cohesive, professional faculty and staff of more than 40 persons.
• beautiful, modern facilities.
We seek
• Qualified applicants who seek to serve Jesus Christ in the area

of Christian education and who submit to Holy Scripture as
confessed in the Reformed creeds.

• Enthusiastic, dedicated rookies or seasoned veterans looking
for a positive change.

How to apply
• Submit a résumé, with a statement of your philosophy of

education, a statement of faith, and references.
• Forward inquiries and/or applications to:

Mr. A. Ben Harsevoort, Principal
Heritage Christian School

Box 400, Jordan Station, Ontario, Canada  L0R 1S0
Phone: (905) 562-7303; Fax: (905) 562-0020

Home: (905) 664-1234
Email: principal@hcsjordan.ca or

hrsvrt@cogeco.ca
Behold, children are a heritage from the LORD. Psalm 127:3

January 21, 1915 – February 12, 2005

For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor
principalities, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers,

neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in 

Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 8:38-39
The Lord took home to eternal glory

JJAN OOSTENBRUGAN OOSTENBRUG
Beloved husband of Truus Oostenbrug (Cnossen)

Predeceased by his first wife Jantje in 1968 and by 3 children
in infancy.

Chilliwack, BC: T. Oostenbrug (Cnossen)

K.F. Huttema
H. Huttema (Oostenbrug)

Smithers, BC: W. Vangrootheest
D. Vangrootheest (Oostenbrug)

Edmonton, AB: S. Oostenbrug
P. Oostenbrug (Peters)

15 grandchildren, 48 great-grandchildren and 
4 great-great-grandchildren

44801 Cumberland Avenue, Chilliwack, BC V2R 3H7

OOBITUBITUARIESARIES

AANNIVERSARIESNNIVERSARIES

50th Wedding Anniversary
1955 ~ April 1 ~ 2005

For the LORD is good and his love endures forever, His 
faithfulness continues through all generations. Psalm 100:5
With praise and thankfulness to our Heavenly Father, we

hope to celebrate the 50th Wedding Anniversary 
of our parents and grandparents

HENRHENRYY andand HENNIE WEESSIESHENNIE WEESSIES (nee F(nee Feringa)eringa)
May the Lord continue to keep them in His care.

Winnipeg, MB: Peter and Theresa Weessies
Dianna and Andrew Gunnink

Orangeville, ON: Janelle Weessies
Winnipeg, MB: Rachel Weessies and Dave VanderZwaag

Andrea, Cara, Jonathan, Amy
Jane Weessies and Ewart Tiggelaar

Edmonton, AB: Rita and Mike Doyle
Ryan, Jamie, Tyler

Henrietta and Phil Hoeksema
Cassandra, Krista

Joanne Primrose and Al Watson
Keith, Erica

Calgary, AB: Linda and Rob Appleyard
Rielly, Brett, Jenna

607 Madeline Street, Winnipeg, MB  R2C 2S5

The LORD is my light and my salvation – whom shall I fear? The
LORD is the stronghold of my life – of whom shall I be afraid? 

Psalm 27:1
September 22, 1929 – February 9, 2005

The Lord in his infinite wisdom, after a brief illness, took unto
Himself our beloved wife and mother

EGBERDINA BAREGBERDINA BARTELS –TELS – nee Slotmannee Slotman
in her 76th year.

Wife of Klaas Bartels.
Mother of Ben and John Bartels all at Wellandport. 

Survived by Willem and Jennegie Bartels of the Netherlands,
Martin and Bini Bartels of Fonthill, Mrs. Roelie Bartels of

Beamsville, Tony and Dini Vanderhout of Binbrook, 
John and Tina Bartels of Smithville, Willem and Mina Slotman,
Gerrit-Jan and Jennie Slotman, Marten and Corrie Slotman and

Dinie Bartels, all of the Netherlands.
Predeceased by George Bartels, Mannes Bartels both of

Canboro, Gerit Derk Slotman and Gerrit-Jan Bartels of the
Netherlands.

Also lovingly remembered by many nephews and nieces.
RR 1, Wellandport, Ontario  L0R 2J0
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JOHN CALVIN SCHOOL
320 Station Street, PO Box 280, Smithville, ON  L0R 2A0

“The hub of the Niagara Peninsula”
We have been privileged to watch a major expansion,

including six classrooms and a gymnasium, taking shape this
school year and being readied for occupancy in 2005-2006.

Anticipating that there may be some staff changes, the Board
and Education Committee of John Calvin School have openings

for
TEACHERS

for the school year 2005-2006. Enquiries about and applications
for these positions are encouraged. Please contact the Principal,

Mr. F.C. Ludwig, for further information. 
(905) 957-2341 - school, (905) 957-3111 - home

Applications and resumes may be faxed directly to the school at
(905) 957-2342 to the attention of the Principal, 

or addressed to:
The Education Committee

c/o Mrs. J. Boverhof, Secretary
RR 1, 2829 South Grimsby Road 14, Smithville, ON  L0R 2A0

The board of Credo Christian High School invites applications
for employment starting in September 2005 for 

TWO TEACHING POSITIONS
in suitable combinations of:

Math / Science / Physical Education / Information Technology
Prospective applicants with interest in other subject areas are

encouraged to enquire. 
Our school is located in the Fraser Valley in beautiful British

Columbia. We provide a full range of educational opportunities
for students in grade 8 through 12. 

More information about our school can be obtained at
www.credochs.org

For further details please contact 
Ed Vanderboom (principal)

604-530-5396
Ed.Vanderboom@credochs.org

Send your application to 
Credo Christian High School

PO Box 3457, Langley, BC  V3A 4R8
or use the e-mail address above

The Canadian Reformed School Society of Edmonton, operating
Parkland Immanuel Christian School, invites applications for

the following positions for the 2005-2006 school year:
ELEMENTARY TEACHER

and a
JUNIOR/SENIOR HIGH FRENCH TEACHER

A major/minor in English and/or formal training in Special
Education will be an asset.

For further information please contact the Principal,
Mr. R. Van Delft

Phone: (780) 444-6443 (school) or Fax: (780) 444-6448
(780) 458-0433 (home)

Applications should be directed in writing to the school in care
of the Personnel Committee: 

Parkland Immanuel Christian School
c/o Personnel Committee

21304 35 Avenue NW, Edmonton, AB  T6M 2P6

Credo Christian School at Woodbridge, Ontario (Brampton and
Toronto), invites applications for the following positions:

KINDERGARTEN TEACHER
PRINCIPAL RELIEF TEACHER

for the 2005 – 2006 school year.
Kindergarten operates for 2 to 3 days during the school year, and

Principal relief is required for approximately 1 day per week. 
For a candidate with the right qualifications, these two positions

could be combined.
For more information, contact the Principal, Miss B. Maat

School: (905) 851-1620, Home: (905) 453-7480
E-mail: credo@idirect.com or

Board Chairman: Mr. Marc Schutten (905) 773-7909
E-mail: mmschutten@hotmail.com

Letters of application stating qualifications, experience and
references, as well as a personal statement of philosophy of

Christian education should be sent to:
Anthony Kampen, Secretary, Education Committee

234 Sussex Avenue, Richmond Hill, ON  L4C 2G4
E-mail: akampen@rogers.com

Guido de Brès Christian High School
Hamilton, Ontario

Due to possible staff retirement, we require full or part-time
TEACHERS

Special  consideration will be given to applicants with
qualifications in a combination of the following:

English, Mathematics, Science
All positions would commence on September 1, 2005.
For further information, please contact the principal

Mr. VanDooren, at school. 
Telephone: 905-574-4011, fax: 905-574-8662

Email: gdb@bellnet.ca
Letters of application should include university and teaching
qualifications, two letters of reference, and a statement about

your view of Christian education.
Mail to:

Guido de Brès Christian High School 
Education Committee

Box 20098, Upper James Postal Outlet, Hamilton, ON  L9C 7M5

Dufferin Christian School – Carman, MB
In anticipation of vacancies, the Board of Directors invites

applications for
TEACHING POSITIONS

(High School and Middle Years)
for the 2005-2006 school year. Dufferin Christian School is a K to

12 school with 218 students and 21 full-time staff.
More information about our school can be obtained by visiting

our website: home.merlin.mb.ca/~dufferin. If you are interested
or would like further information, please contact the Principal,

Rob vanSpronsen
Phone: (204) 745-2278 (work) or (204) 745-3996 (home)

Email: dcsprincipal@mts.net
Applications can be sent to:

Anton Borst, Secretary of the Board
PO Box 1450, Carman, MB  R0G 0J0

Fax: (204) 745-3441
Email: dufferin@mts.net
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The Covenant Canadian Reformed School of Neerlandia, AB,
invites applications for an:

ALBERTA CERTIFIED ELEMENTARY TEACHER
for the 2005/2006 school year.

For more information, please contact the principal:
Mr. H. VanDelden

Phone 1-780-674-4774 (school); 
1-780-674-3704 (home)

Applications should be sent to:
Covenant Canadian Reformed School

Attention: Mrs. Jane VanLeeuwen
Box 67, Neerlandia, AB T0G 1R0

Dufferin Area Christian School, Orangeville, Ontario invites
applications for the following positions for the 2005 - 2006

school year: 
PRIMARY / INTERMEDIATE GRADES TEACHERS

Dufferin Area Christian School has grades K-8 with 116 students
in the 2004/2005 school year. We will have 7 full time staff and

three part-time teachers including a learning assistance teacher.
We would especially encourage those with special talents in

Music and French.  
For information contact:

Chairman: Mel Brouwer, (519) 928-5437
Principal: Nick Mans school, (519) 941-4368

home (519) 928-3184
It is preferred if applicants email their resume to the school at

dacs@on.aibn.com.
Applications can also be sent to:
Dufferin Area Christian School

c/o Education Committee
General Delivery, Laurel, ON L0N 1L0

PROVIDENCE REFORMED COLLEGIATE 
invites applications for  possible positions of 

FULL-TIME HIGH SCHOOL TEACHER(S) 
in the areas of History, Geography, Bible, Family Studies, Biology,

Math, Music, French, Business Studies and Computers for the
2005/06 school year. Providence is a small regional high school
serving the Reformed communities of Southwestern Ontario,

from Woodstock on the east, Wyoming (ON) on the west, Clinton
on the north and St. Thomas/Aylmer on the south with London

in the centre. The school has experienced continual growth since
its inception, as of January 2003 occupying its newly

constructed building, and by the grace of God we hope to
expand. 

Qualified individuals who seek to serve in the field of Reformed
Christian education, who submit to Scripture as summarized by
the Reformed Confessions, and who are interested in joining our

staff, are invited to submit a resume, a statement of faith, a
philosophy of education, and letters of reference (including one

from your church consistory) to:
Providence Reformed Collegiate

PO Box 114 – 93 Queen Street, Komoka, ON  N0L 1R0
For more information contact the principal, 

Mr. Roger Vanoostveen at (519) 471-0661 (school), 
(519) 264-2575 (home), or 

e-mail <prc_principal@rogers.com>

The Maranatha/Emmanuel Canadian Reformed School Society,
Inc., of Fergus, Guelph and district, invites applications for

elementary and high school
TEACHING POSITIONS

(A definite position is already available in especially Science at
the high school level) for the 2005-2006 school year.

Duties to commence August 1, 2005.
We are in the process of forming two distinct societies to serve

Maranatha Christian School (elementary) and Emmanuel
Christian High School effective July 1, 2005, D.V. The society has

endorsed a timeline for expansion beyond grade 1-10 levels.
Staffing for this expansion is also necessary.

Our school is located in a picturesque southern Ontario town,
where one would be close to rural life and at the same time

close to major urban areas. The school currently has 248 students.
If you are interested in teaching at our school, or have any

questions about aspects of the positions or of the school, please
contact one of the following for more information, or submit

your resume to the following address:
Mr. Henk Nobel, principal

(519) 843-3029 (work); (519) 843-1790 (home)
Mr. Kasper VanVeen, Education Committee chair

(519) 856-9605
Applications to be addressed to:

Maranatha/Emmanuel Christian School
c/o Education Committee

RR 3, Garafraxa Street, Fergus, ON  N1M 2W4

The Board of the Canadian Reformed School Society of Winnipeg
Inc., invites applications for

TEACHING POSITIONS
in the elementary grades of Immanuel Christian School.

Duties to commence August 1, 2005.
Immanuel Christian School has . . .

• 13 full-time teachers
• 3 teacher aides
• mostly single grades
• a resource program
• 188 students in grades K-12.

Winnipeg has . . .
• two Canadian Reformed Churches
• a population of 650,000
• a wide variety of services and cultural activities
• affordable housing.

If you are interested or would like additional information, please
contact:

Mr. W. Gortemaker, Chairman of the Board
phone: 204 663-9000 (work), 204 222-8788 (home)

e-mail: wgortemaker@premierprinting.ca
Peter Veenendaal, principal, phone: 204-661-8937 (school)
204-661-6351 (home); e-mail: peter@immanuelchristian.ca

Mail or fax your application to:
Immanuel Christian School

215 Rougeau Avenue, Winnipeg, Manitoba  R2C 3Z9
e-mail to: office@immanuelchristian.ca,

Fax to: 204-669-7013
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Would you like to live in a beautiful area with hospitable,
friendly people, great support and excellent preaching? 

Ebenezer Canadian Reformed School in the Bulkley Valley 
is looking for staff. 

We have a small school with 122 students in grades K-12.
We are looking for motivated and dedicated people with a love

for God and his covenant children. Prospective staff must be
people who set high personal standards, who understand the

responsibility they are entrusted with as teachers and who
continually strive to submit their whole life to God.

We are currently welcoming applications from certified
teachers who are members of the Canadian Reformed

churches, United Reformed churches, or sister churches, for
the following openings for the 2005/2006 school year:

HIGH SCHOOL:
French, English and Bible

KINDERGARTEN
(this is not a full-time position)

If interested, please call or email the principal
Derek Stoffels, at work at

(250) 847-3492 or ebenezer@bulkley.net
Please submit applications to:

The Board, Ebenezer Canadian Reformed School
PO Box 3700, Smithers, BC  V0J 2N0

Western Canada gentleman, 30 years old, 
looking for a single lady with whom to correspond.

Please reply to:
Box 11, Premier Printing, Ltd.

One Beghin Avenue, Winnipeg, MB  R2J 3X5

John Meerveld
Associate Broker

garden city realty inc., REALTOR®

Old Fashioned Service – High Tech Advantage

Serving the 
Community Since 1979

(905) 333-3500
Fax: 333-3616

(905) 945-0660
Fax: 945-2982

email: johnmeer@sympatico.ca
www.johnmeerveld.com

MEMBER

100% CLUB

Maranatha Homes
Burlington, Ontario

This award-winning Senior Citizen Home is located close
to Ebenezer Canadian Reformed Church. It has audio
hookup for the church services in every apartment and a
weekly evening video church service presentation pro-
vided for by Ebenezer.
Information from:

Mrs. Rosanne van der Woerd
109-3260 New Street, Burlington, ON  L7N 3L4

(905-639-9054)
or: 

Arie J. Hordyk 
2212 Headon Road, Burlington, ON  L7M 3W7

(905-331-7625);
email: hordyk@worldchat.com

• R.R.S.P.s / R.R.I.F.s
• Mutual Funds
• Life Insurance
• High Yield Cash Accounts
• GICs / Term Deposits
• Financial Planning

Investment Planning Counsel
of Canada TM

Financial Planning Professionals

59 Kirby Avenue, Unit 1, Dundas, Ontario  L9H 6P3

PHONE: 905-628-9666 • FAX: 905-628-1035
TOLL FREE: 1-866-856-5910

E-MAIL: rvanandel@ipcc.org

MEMBER OF IPC FINANCIAL NETWORK INC.

Roland Van Andel

ASSOCIATES / ADMINISTRATION

PETA-GAY TAI-MILTON, B.A.

TINA TAI-DESTRO, B.A.

ASSOCIATE / INSURANCE

ANDREW JANSEN

Eben-Ezer Christian School, Chatham, Ontario invites
applications for the 2005/2006 school year for

ELEMENTARY TEACHERS
Eben-Ezer Christian School has…

• 47 students 
• 4 full time teachers and 1 part time teacher
• friendly, close knit school with good relationships 

between staff and school members
Chatham-Kent has…

• population of 110,000
• located in southwestern Ontario, within one hour 

drive from major centers
• much lower housing costs

For more information please contact:
Andrew Jans Carol Bos

Education Committee Principal
Phone: 519-352-5219 Phone: 519-354-1142 (school)

519-695-2445 (home)
Mail or fax or email your application to:

Eben-Ezer School
485 McNaughton Avenue East, Chatham, Ontario  N7L 2H2 

Fax: 519-354-2159
E-mail: ebenezer@bellnet.ca.
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COUNTRY TOWN
REALTY INC.

Peter Buitenwerf
Sales Representative/Owner

(905) 957-5000

Serving the Smithville and Attercliffe area 
since 1987

107 Griffin St. S.
Smithville, ON  L0R 2A0
Res. 905-386-6678

Cell (905) 973-3198
Fax (905) 957-1204

24 Hr. pager

DO YOU HAVE A HEART
FOR SERVICE? 
ARE YOU INTERESTED IN
WORKING AND SERVING IN
A FOREIGN COUNTRY?

CORAM DEO INTERNATIONAL AID IS CURRENTLY
SEEKING AN ASSISTANT PROJECT MANAGER

This is a minimum one-year contract commencing August 1, 2005.
The main responsibilities would include, among other things,
• supervision and management of school programs
• training and development of teachers
• assisting in the supervision of long-term residents.

ALL INDIVIDUALS WITH AN INTEREST SHOULD APPLY – 
A VARIETY OF SKILLS AND ABILITIES WOULD BE APPLICABLE.

SKILLS IN THE FOLLOWING WOULD BE AN ASSET:
• a living and Reformed faith with a servant heart
• education and training
• administration, organization, management
• interpersonal skills
• French (although language training in Kreyol would be 

provided)
FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO MAKE AN APPLICATION
PLEASE CONTACT CDIA AT INFOR@CORAM-DEO.ORG OR 

905-648-9451.
www.coram-deo.org

Bus: (519) 843-5400
Fax: (519) 843-2810
Cell: (519) 993-1780

Royal LePage RCR
162 St. Andrew Street East
Fergus, Ontario  N1M 1R9

“Serving Fergus, Elora, Guelph and
surrounding area

Eric VanGrootheest
Sales 
Representative

email: ericvg82@hotmail.comVisit me at www.eric-sells.com

Landmark Design Ltd.
is in immediate need of a

Landscape Designer
Landmark Design Ltd. is a full service landscaping company serving
the Georgian Triangle area. We are a progressive company with
aspirations of continued expansion, allowing for great growth
potential for the right individual.
Qualifications:
• Horticultural diploma or degree
• Experience in the landscape field
• A good understanding of working with grades and elevations
• Excellent plant knowledge
• Creative, artistic and detail oriented
• Ability to meet deadlines and work in a team environment
• Must have a valid licence
CAD experience would be an asset.

If you feel you meet or exceed these qualifications, please send your
resume to:

Gary Nordeman
PO Box 236, Thornbury, ON  N0H 2P0

FAX 519-599-3991
EMAIL: office@landmarkdesign.on.ca

ATTENTION 
SINGLE CHRISTIAN ADULTS 
AGED 30 YEARS AND OLDER

Looking for an awesome outdoor adventure 
this summer?

Hike the Sydenham section (123.5 km) of the
Bruce Trail! This part of the trail is located in the
beautiful scenic area of Owen Sound, Ontario and

is part of the Niagara Escarpment.

Dates: July 18 to July 25, 2005
Accommodations: CABINS
Hiking: MONDAY TO SATURDAY

SUNDAY (Services at Owen Sound Canadian Reformed Church)
MONDAY (optional) Beach Day 

Pre-registration by April 30.
For more information call Diane at 

519-371-8255
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Treasures 
New and Old
Exploring the 
Riches of Scripture

by Jack De Jong

Dr. De Jong’s passion was to search the Scriptures
and to bring its treasures new and old to the attention of God’s
people. With his insights into God’s Word he was able to encourage,
instruct, and comfort many when his meditations were first
published in Clarion. His work retains its value and can be used for
personal Bible study and devotions as well as for group study into
God’s Word.

Soft cover, 292 pages . . . . Can. $13.00 . . . U.S. $11.00

ISBN 0-88756-085-7

ORDER FROM YOUR FAVOURITE BOOKSTORE OR FROM

PREMIER PUBLISHING
One Beghin Avenue, Winnipeg, Manitoba  R2J 3X5

NEW!

Living 
Under 

The Sun
By Clarence Stam

In this book Clarence Stam discusses the meaning of the book
Ecclesiastes. This bible book is difficult to understand but it has a
very plain message: because of sin all of life is meaningless
without Jesus Christ. In his Son God gives direction to our lives
and leads us by his Holy Spirit to rejoice in his work of salvation in
anticipation of a new and better world.

Soft cover, 120 pages . . . . Can. $10.00 . . . . U.S. $ 8.25

ISBN 0-88756-086-5

ORDER FROM YOUR FAVOURITE BOOKSTORE OR FROM

PREMIER PUBLISHING
One Beghin Avenue, Winnipeg, Manitoba  R2J 3X5

NEW!Janice Van Dam
Sales Representative

Affinity Realty Inc.
Member Broker

3425 Harvester Road, Suite 100
Burlington, Ontario  L7N 3N1
Business 905-634-4343     24 Hour Pager
Fax 905-634-4716
Email janicevandam@sympatico.ca

“Committed to helping your dreams become reality through 
professional service with the personal touch.”

EVERY DAY
Daily Readings with the Bible

This daily devotional book includes Bible reading, text, meditation,
and psalm singing. Also some commemorative days commentary is

provided. Contributors are ministers of the Canadian Reformed
Churches and their sister churches in Australia.

$29.91 PER COPY plus shipping and tax

Payable to: Jerry Tillema
(519) 351-4290

(7:30 a.m. – 8:30 p.m. Monday to Saturday)

Bethel Books
274 McNaughton Avenue East, Chatham, ON  N7L 2G8

Due to the Lord’s blessing, 
we require additional staff to fill the following positions:

IRRIGATION INSTALLATION FOREMAN

IRRIGATION LABOURERS

We are an established, full service landscape irrigation company,
specializing in the installation and service of underground lawn

sprinkler systems. We are located in Chatsworth Ontario,
approximately 10 minutes from the Owen Sound Canadian

Reformed church and school. These positions provide a dedicated
individual with the opportunity to excel in the rapidly expanding

marketplace in the Owen Sound/Collingwood area. 

We are presently involved with a large, long-term project, which
requires a person with leadership capabilities, and a technical
and precise manner to manage. Training and/or upgrading of

skills can be provided for the suitable applicants. These positions
could be full time and salaried, depending on applicant.

Interested individuals are encouraged to send a resume, cover
letter and references to:

Aqualine Irrigation Services
Attn: Tim Degelder

RR 2, Chatsworth ON  N0H 1G0
Fax: (519) 794-2306

Email: aqualine.is@sympatico.ca
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