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(30D MANIFEST IN THE FLESH

Of the Father’s love begotten At his word the worlds were framed; Righteous Judge of souls departed!

Ere the worlds began to be, He commanded; it was done: Righteous King of them that live!

He is Alpha and Omega, Heaven and earth and depths of ocean On the Father’s throne exalted,

He the source, the ending he, In their threefold order one;  None in might with Thee may strive :

Of the things that are, that have been, All that grows beneath the shining Who at last in vengeance coming,
And that future years shall see, Of the moon and burning sun, Sinners from thy face shalt drive,
Evermore and evermore! Evermore and evermore! Evermore and evermore!

He is found in human fashion,  Thee let old men, thee let young men,
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Death and sorrow here to know, Thee let boys in chorus sing;

That the race of Adam’s children, Matrons virgins, little maidens

Doomed by law to endless woe, With glad voices answering ;

. May not henceforth die and perish Let their guileless songs re-echo,
| ..‘h In that dreadful gulf below, And the heart its praises bring,
Evermore and evermore! Evermore and evermore!

o

Oh that birth forever blessed, Christ! to thee with God the Father,

l ; When the Virgin full of grace, And O Holy Ghost, to thee!

i f“) By the Holy Ghost conceiving, Hymn and chant,

| = > Bare the Saviour of our race; and high thanksgiving,
* ; : ¢

And the Babe, the world’s Redeemer, And unwearied praises be,

First revealed his sacred face, Honour, glory, and dominion,

Evermore and evermore! And eternal victory,

Evermore and evermore: Amen.
This is he whom seers in old time

Chanted of with one accord; Prudentius, (5th century AD)
Whom the voices of the prophets translated by H. B. Baker
Promised in their faithful word; and J. M. Neale, D.D., 1861

Now he shines, the long-expected:
Let creation praise its Lord:
Evermore and evermore!

O ye heights of heaven, adore him!
Angel-hosts his praises sing!
All dominions bow before him
And extol our God and King;:
Let no tongue on earth be silent,
Every voice in concert ring
Evermore and evermore!
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' en you read these lines, 1997 will almost have become part of the archives
of history. At the close of another year we extend our best wishes to fellow
1 ¥ brothers and sisters in the Lord and greet each other with God’s continued

essing for the coming year. At the same time we tend to look back, to review and
to reflect on what has happened.

Some events in 1997 brought joy and happiness. Children were born into
covenant homes, marriages were solemnized in the name of the Lord, young peo-
ple committed their lives to the Lord’s service by making the vow of public
profession. Every Lord’s Day we were granted the privilege of coming together for
worship and instruction.

Many in our community also experienced deep grief, pain, and hardship. 1997
was a year with numerous accidents that brought distress, hurt, and death into sev-
eral families. Sickness claimed lives too. Prayers went up to the throne of heaven for
those who were involved in serious accidents and for those whose loved ones were
taken out of this life to be with the Lord. This year too has left us with physical as well
as mental and emotional scars.

Accidents claimed the lives of people outside of our churches too. At the end of
August the death of Princess Diana shocked and rocked the world. Millions tuned
in to watch the funeral and to say “Goodbye” to England’s rose. Afterwards scores
of people bought the CD with the lyrics of the song Elton John sang at the funeral of
the Princess. Etched in our minds is the picture of Elton singing “And it seems to me
you lived your life like a candle in the wind, never fading with the sunset when the
rain set in. . . . Your candle’s burned out long before your legend ever will.”

Diana’s “legend” may live on for quite some time. Yet there is also a question
looming in the background like a dark shadow, “Where is Diana today now that her
candle is snuffed out?” Until Christ returns every candle of life, which may with-
stand the wind of trouble and strife, will in the end flicker and go out whether it be
through accidents, disease or old age. Thus we can broaden the question to include
ourselves, “Where will | be once my candle burns out?”

The Bible frequently speaks of life in terms of light, candles and lamps. It func-
tions as either a negative or a positive symbol. For example, in the book of Job we
read about the candle of the wicked being put out with him (Job 18:5,6). Proverbs
24:20 communicates to us this wisdom:”There shall be no reward to the evil man;
the candle of the wicked shall be put out” (KJV).

The candle or the lamp of the wicked goes out because it lacks the life-giving light
of the Lord. Its burning out symbolizes the destruction and ruin of both individuals
and communities. The Lord warns a disobedient church in the days of Jeremiah
with these words, “Moreover | will take from them the voice of mirth, and the voice
of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride, the sound of the
millstones, and the light of the candle” Jeremiah 25:10(KJV). The Lord also exhorts
every New Testament church to repent and to return to their first love. Otherwise |
He will take away their light (Revelation 2:5). )

The source of light for believers is the Lord. David confesses in Psalm 18:28,”For
Thou wilt light my candle: the LORD my God will enlighten my darkness” (KJV). He
lights up our life by His commandments and the Word which He gives as a lamp unto 543
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her and told her that she would have a :
son (Luke 1:31). Matthew, on the other :

name Jesus” (Matt. 1:25).

What is Matthew’s purpose in fo- :
cusing on Joseph? Is Joseph here de- i
scribed as a faith hero, a role model
for Christian behaviour? This is of great !
importance for our understanding and
use of this story. If Joseph is portrayed ‘:
as a faith hero, then we should con- :
centrate on Joseph as an example and
try to become as faithful in our situation
as Joseph was in his. On the other
hand, if it is not Matthew’s intention to
show Joseph as a hero of the faith, why
does he concentrate on him? Matthew !

even records Joseph’s thoughts. We
have to follow closely Matthew’s de-

learn from these events.

Joseph excluded

To understand the events we have to

were already married at the time. The
expression “betrothed” used by the
RSV may give us today a different im-
pression, just as the expression of the

makes it very clear in this passage, how-

siders divorce (1:19) puts it beyond

e two places in the New Testa- ! )
ment that speak about the virgin and wife.
birth display a remarkable differ- :
e. Comparison of the stories record-

ed in Matthew 1 and in Luke 1 brings

By N.H. Gootjes

: doubt that Joseph and Mary were man
¢ told him that she was expecting a child.
The situation described here was
i common in Israel but is no longer
known in our Western world. When a

to light that they focus on different per- i Marriage contract has been made be-

sons. Luke describes the events through | tween two parties, the boy and the girl :

the eyes of Mary. An angel appeared to ; Were considered to be married before :

i the law. Such contracts could be made
when the girl was still young, possibly

hand, describes the events as Joseph ex- | Notolder than twelve years old. A num-

perienced them.! An angel appeared to : ber of years would go by before the law-

him in a dream to give him instruc- ¢ ful husband would bring his wife to his :

tions. Even the birth of Jesus is de- ; house and they would live together. :

scribed from Joseph's perspective: “He i They were considered man and wife, :

had no union with her until she gave however, from the moment the mar- :

birth to a son. And he gave Him the ; Mage contract was signed.

(Me was /0um/ o
be with child 0/ the
Holy Spinit

parent that Mary was expecting a child.

! Matthew uses an uncommon expres- '
i sion: “She was found to be with child of
¢ the Holy Spirit.” At first glance, this may
i give the impression that other people
realize first of all that Joseph and Mary

began to notice that Mary was preg-

and at the same time know that it was

Joseph and the Virgin Birth

on Joseph. Matthew implies that Mary

Did she also tell him that this was the
direct result of the working of the Holy
Spirit? There are two details in the story
indicating that she did. There is in the
first place the fact that Joseph considers
to divorce her quietly. If he thought she
had committed adultery, there would be
no reason for him to leave her quietly.
Joseph was planning effectively to di-
vorce her, but not in such a way that she
would be put to shame. This implies

i that he did not think Mary had done

something dishonourable. In the second
place, when the angel encourages him

: to bring Mary to his house, he makes
© the strange remark: “Joseph, son of
: David, do not fear to take Mary, your
i wife.” Joseph, obviously, was not angry
i at Mary or disappointed in her, he was
¢ afraid. Joseph, then, was aware that the
i Holy Spirit had required Mary for the
i important task of bearing a special
: child, and he did not dare to press his
. marital right.

In this situation where his rights

¢ had been overruled by the Holy Spirit,
: Joseph was looking for an honourable
i way out. He could have gone to the
¢ judges and received an official divorce
: That is the situation between Joseph on the basis of Mary/s pregnancy be-
and Mary, as described in Matt.1:18. It ! fore she began living with him. Such a
¢ was during this period that it became ap-

/et : i course of action, however, would ex-
scription to see what he wants us to

. pose Mary as a adulteress in the view
© of people. Or he could give her a pri-

vate letter of divorce. In that case,

¢ Mary would be clear in the public eye,
¢ but the blame would be laid on Joseph
_ ¢ for leaving his young wife. And only
i nant. The difficulty is, however, that oth- :
i er people may have noticed that Mary
i was expecting, but they could not know
¢ that she was pregnant through the work- :
NIV: “pledged to be married.” Matthew : ing of the Holy Spirit.2 There is only !
. one who could notice the pregnancy
ever, that they were married. He calls :
Joseph “her husband” (1:19) and Mary
“his wife” (1:20, 24). That Joseph con- :

i Mary would have the proof that he had
i divorced her and that she was free

from him.

The end result would be that Joseph
would lose his wife Mary. Joseph was
willing to bring this sacrifice, since God

: had clearly shown that He needed Mary
the work of the Holy Spirit: Mary herself. :

Matthew’s story, however, does not :
i focus on Mary and her predicament, but

for his purposes. That brings us back to
the question whether Joseph showed a
strong faith. Obviously, this cannot be



denied. He was willing to do something :
that was both painful and shameful for :
him. Even if it was an arranged marriage,
we should not suppose that he did not :
love her. Moreover, the way Joseph
planned the divorce meant that he :
would end up bearing the blame for :

leaving his wife. And yet Joseph went

ahead and gave Mary her freedom.

Joseph's faith proved to be strong.
But we should also consider another

on his experiences and emotions.

Although the event is viewed from :
the position of Joseph, it focuses on :
someone else, as the very beginning of :
this passage indicates: “Now the birth of :
Jesus Christ took place in this way.” !
Matthew is not so much describing how :
Joseph was tested in his faith and over-
came the temptation, he is recounting :

the story of Jesus Christ’s birth.
The point of the story is to prove

beyond doubt that Joseph is not the fa- :
ther of Jesus. Jesus is truly born out of :
Mary, but Mary’s husband before the !
law, Joseph, is not his father. No hu- i
man agency could bring the Christ into
this world, not even the righteous :
Joseph. Jesus the Saviour came into this
world through a divine miracle, through
the extraordinary work of the Spirit of :
God. Joseph is not described as a faith !
hero, he is described as being excluded. :

That affects all of us. We need a Sav-
iour, but He cannot come into this world
through our effort. We are sinners and

we cannot contribute anything to our sal-

tribute to our salvation.

Joseph involved

take Mary to his home. The first, legal :
part of their marriage should now be
followed by the second, personal part. :
Mary should leave her parents’ home
and move in with Joseph, her husband. :

As a result, Mary’s child will be born
in Joseph'’s house. Joseph has to accept : of David” (1:1). Later, David is called the
¢ her son as his own son, and he must as- :
i sume responsibility for him. Although
¢ the boy is not Joseph’s son, he must re- :
i ceive the place of Joseph’s first born.
question: Does Matthew in his descrip-
tion of Joseph portray him as a faith hero?
Honest reading of the text shows that is
not the case. To give an example, :
Matthew does not write at the beginning :
of 1:20: “As Joseph was agonizing about
this. . . .” Any feelings Joseph may have :
had are not described. His disappoint- :
ment, his uncertainty, or his grieving over :
the end of a marriage before they had be-
gun to enjoy it, none of this is men- !
tioned. The spotlight is not on Joseph and :

@/7 through
adoplion by
(%seﬂ% could the
aiour become
the legal heir fo
David s throne.

portant. The issue is that Mary should

as his son.3

structions given by the angel. He
brought his wife home, although he did

and triumphs of Joseph. The Bible ap-

more factual aspect.

This is indicated in the way the angel
addresses Joseph as “son of David”
(1:20). David was Israel’s great king. In
the genealogy with which the gospel of
Matthew begins, Jesus Christ is right
away presented as “Jesus Christ, the son

king (1:6). Jesus, as the adopted son of
Joseph, is legally included in the royal
line. He is the great king promised to

i the house of David (Isaiah 9).

David’s line, however, had gone

i into decline, not long after David. Even-
¢ tually, his offspring had become un-
¢ known and unimportant figures during
. the Babylonian captivity. Rather than
: producing a new king, David’s line had
i fizzled out. The final proof that the
i promised king could not come from
¢ David is the virgin birth itself. Only
. through an adoption by Joseph could
© the Saviour become the legal heir to
i David’s throne.

To be sure, Joseph had to act in faith

i to make this possible. But the emphasis
i in this section is not on the faith of
: Joseph but on the faithfulness of God.
: God had given great promises to the
i house of David; history had made it
i painfully clear that David’s house could
: not make these promises come true.
i Then God remembered His promises
: The angel mentions yet another task :
¢ for Joseph to fulfill: he has to call the :
child “Jesus.” We need not now go into
the meaning of this name, although the !
angel indicates that the meaning is im- :

and addressed Joseph, an unknown
son of David. He sent an angel to order
Joseph to bring Mary into his house and
to adopt Mary’s son. In this extraordi-
nary way, God made all his promises

i come true.
not name her son, but Joseph has to give :
this name to the boy. This underlines
that Joseph publicly adopts Mary’s son

The story of the virgin birth in
Matthew does encourage us to live in
faith. It does not, however, do that by

i holding out Joseph as a good example
Joseph faithfully follows the two in- i

of a faith hero. Rather, it does this by

i showing us God fulfilling His word.
i Joseph’s example would not help us
not live with her (1:24). This was not : much, since we do not know his strug-
something expressly commanded by the | gles and triumphs. It is God’s work here,
angel. Moreover, when Mary gave birth :
¢ to her son, Joseph called him Jesus.
vation. Our Saviour had to come into this :
world through the Holy Spirit. Our sal- :
vation is from beginning to end the work :
of God. That pattern is visible here, at the
very beginning of the life of the Saviour. :
Even the righteous Joseph (1:19) had to
be excluded. Joseph is not an example
for us as a faith hero, rather the exclusion
of the faithful Joseph in the virgin birth is :
the living proof that we cannot con-
i he could marry Mary? What did he :
think and ho"Y did .he feel? W.e have no ! that the Spirit had caused this; see W.D.
i way of knowing since the Bible does

While Joseph was considering se- :
cret divorce, an angel of the Lord ap- i
peared to him in a dream. He was

commanded not to leave Mary but to :

that is the real reason for us to live in

i faith. When we meditate on how much
Again we are confronted with the { God did for us in the virgin birth, we
question whether Joseph shows himself : will learn to trust Him to continue His

to be a faith hero. If faith is to accept :
what God has said, and to act accord- :
ingly, then Joseph undoubtedly proves :
to be a believer. Yet it is difficult to i

judge how much heroism there was in i Kok, 1990) 34.

his behaviour. Was it a struggle for :

Joseph to follow the command of the : take the words “by the Holy Spirit” as an edi-

angel, or was he glad, at any rate, that : torial comment. According to them, Matthew

¢ added for the benefit of his readers already at

salvation work today in us.

1See e.g. the commentary of J. Van Bruggen,
Matteus: het evangelie voor Israel (Kampen:

2This difficulty causes Davies and Allison to

this point that there was no guilt in Mary but

_ VIR _ i Davies, D.C. Allison, The Gospel According
not give us insight into the struggles {4 saint Matthew (ICC; Edinburgh: T. & T.
i Clark, 1988) 200.

pears to be focused on a different, far !

¢ (WORD, Dallas: Word Books, 1993) 21.

3See e.g. D.A. Hagner, Matthew 1-13
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Donatists of the sixteenth century? :
Were they not typical sectarians and

schismatics?

And even worse: Did the Reforma- :
tion not teach heresy. Was its doctrine :
of original sin, its attack on the so-called
free will of man, and its doctrine of eter-
nal predestination not a revival of the :
heresy of the Manichaeans? Had the
Manichaeans not spoken of an eternal !

realm of darkness?

Reformation catholic?

The second reason is because of a :
tendency of this century, especially of
the last decades. | noticed that some
historians now act as if there were three :
Reformations: first the Protestant Refor- :
mation, the movement inaugurated by
Luther and Melanchthon in Germany. :
Then there is the radical Reformation, :
the movement of the spiritualists, peo-
ple like the revolutionaries of the Peas- :
ant War (1524) and of the insurrection
in Muenster (1534), or people like the
quiet Anabaptists. And then there is !

what some now call the Catholic Re-

of Trent that began in 1545.

Therefore, nowadays historians :
sometimes speak of three Reformations:
the Protestant, the radical and the :
catholic. This terminology gives at least i
the impression that the Protestant Refor-
mation was not catholic. Here we have
another reason for our question: Was

the Reformation catholic or not?

Now that we have dealt with the :
reasons, let us for a moment consider :
the word “catholic” in our question. It is
clear that an answer is also determined :
by the meaning of the question. In this :
case it will especially depend on the

word “catholic.”

“Catholic” is an original Greek word
and its use in Christianity goes back to :
the early church. Ignatius used itin a let-
ter to the church of Smyrna in the year
110. It found its way into the ecumenical :
symbols: the Apostles’ Creed, the :
Nicene Creed and the Athanasian :
Creed. Every one of us knows those
words of the Apostles’ Creed: | believe a :
holy catholic church, and most of us
know the somewhat broader confession
in the Nicene Creed: | believe one holy :

catholic and apostolic church.

What does the word mean? Well, :
“catholic” means universal. It indicates :
: entirety. The church of God is being :
gathered throughout the entire world, :
from all places and every nation, from
all tribes and peoples and tongues — as
i ten to Melanchthon when we seek an

The church is a universal gathering. :
It is so not only geographically and eth- !
nically but also chronologically. The :
i catholic church of God is the church of

The Romanist adversaries in the six- :
teenth century were quick with their :
judgment. They strongly alleged: the
Reformation is not catholic but is noth- :
ing else than a schismatic and even !
heretic movement. So there is the first :
reason to pose the question: Was the

we read in Revelation 7:9.

speak of the catholic church.

heresy or sectarianism.'

The answer

Now that | have explained the ques- :
tion — its reasons and its terminology — !
we come to the answer. Was the Refor- :
mation catholic? Our answer is a heart- :
felt “Yes.” Luther and Melanchthon,
Zwingli and Calvin, Guido de Brés and
Zacharias Ursinus, and all the other re- :
formers and children of the Reforma- :
tion, were and remained, by the grace !
i of God, members of the one, holy,
formation, the movement that wanted
to improve the church of Rome. One
may think of the establishing of the or- :
der of the Jesuits in 1540 or the council :
. by Guido de Bres.

I only mention now the beautiful :
words in Article 27 of our Belgic Con- :
fession. We believe and profess one
catholic or universal church, whichis a i
holy congregation and assembly of the :
true Christian believers. This church has
existed from the beginning of the world :
¢ and will be to the end. Moreover, this
holy church is not confined or limited to
one particular place or to certain per- :
sons, but is spread and dispersed '
¢ “catholic” but also about the church it-

catholic and apostolic church.

demonstrate it from the works written

throughout the entire world.

But this year is a Melanchthon year. :
Itis 500 years ago that Philipp Melanch- :
: thon was born. He lived from 1497 till :
1560. In 1518 he was appointed pro- !
fessor of Greek at the University of Wit- :
tenberg — not even a year after Luther
had published his Ninety-five Theses. :
Melanchthon became Luther’s most im- :
portant co-worker for the Reformation
© the church is described in Ephesians 5

In 1521, when he was only 24 years
of age, Melanchthon published what is :
called the first handbook of Reformed
doctrine, his Loci communes. In 1530
he composed the Augsburg Confession
¢ and defended it in his Apology. In 1539

in Germany.

he wrote a book, entitled The church
and the authority of the Word. Via his
student Zacharias Ursinus he had quite
an impact upon the formulation of our
Heidelberg Catechism.

So there are reasons enough to lis-

answer to the question: Was the Refor-
mation catholic?
First of all, let us take note of the fact

i that during his whole life time
all ages. There is continuity throughout :
history. There is an assembly of God'’s
people at all times. We confess with
the church of all ages that there is a :
church of all ages. The catholic creeds
© to which Scripture is a witness.”3
i And-last but not least — this church
i of God adheres to the entire truth. :
Catholicity has nothing to do with
i synods, of the fathers and of the schools,
¢ ought to yield to clear Scripture.

Melanchthon maintained: “We ought
all to be catholics.”2

Already in 1519 he defended the
thesis: “It is not necessary for a Catholic
to believe any articles of faith than those

Sola Scriptura! Scripture alone is the
rule or norm for our faith, and not the tra-
dition of the church. The views of the

In 1521, the year in which Luther
stood before the Diet at Worms,
Melanchthon defended him over
against the Paris theologians. They
asked: “How will he be reckoned
among the Catholics who does not hear
the church?” Melanchthon answers: “|
ask you, masters, what do you call the
church? Is it that French Sorbonne? But
how can that be the church which is
foreign to the word of Christ, since

¢ Christ testifies that His sheep know His

| could illustrate this from Calvin’s
Institutes or e.g. his letter to Sadoleto, or :
: which feeds on the Word, which is
. nourished, fostered, and ruled by the

voice? We call the church that which
has been founded by the Word of God,

Word and, in short, that which com-
pares all things according to the Gospel:
‘For he who is of God heareth God’s
words.” Again, those who do not hear
are not of God. And besides, since the
church has been born of the divine
Word, there is no doubt but that she
must be nourished by the same.”5
Here we see that the debate be-
tween Rome and the Reformation was
not only about the meaning of the word

self. What is the church? Melanchthon
writes: “When | use the word ‘church,’
I do not have in mind pontiffs, bishops,
and others who approve their opinions.
For these are enemies of the true
church. . .. But | call the church the as-
sembly of true believers who have the
Gospel and the sacraments and who are
being sanctified by the Holy Spirit, as

and in John 10: ‘My sheep hear my
voice. ..." "6

The church is born out of the Word,
out of the gospel of Christ. The Son of
God gathers, defends and preserves for
himself a church and He does so
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through the gospel. When in Lord’s day
21 of the Heidelberg Catechism, Ursi- !
nus formulated our belief concerning :
the holy catholic church, he clearly fol-

lowed his teacher Melanchthon.

Melanchthon always stressed: The

church is catholic, because the gospel
is catholic. The church is from the be-

ginning of the world because God him- i
self first revealed the gospel in Paradise.

In the foreword of his textbook on Chris-

tian doctrine, Melanchthon gives this :
wonderful sketch of the catholic church:

With the promise in Paradise “God once

more established a Church, His own
people, who are to have eternal salva- :
tion. . . . For the sake of His Son Jesus :

Christ He wants always to have among

men a small company (Haueflein) to :
know and invoke Him, and later to live
with Him in eternal blessedness, wis-
dom, righteousness, and joy. This :
Church of God is thus reconstructed
when Adam and Eve are consoled with
the promise of God’s Son: ‘The seed of
the woman will tread on the head of :

the serpent’ (cf. Gen. 3:15)!”

With this promise, says Melanch-
thon, a Church is once again instituted, :
and Adam and Eve know that, on ac- :
count of the promised Saviour, they
have been received out of grace, and !
once more justified and regarded as

children of God. Adam and Eve were

justified by faith alone, by grace alone, :
through Christ alone! So our first par-

ents were the first members of the
catholic church. The Son of God gath-
ers His church by His Word and Spirit,

in the unity of the true faith, from the
beginning of the world. When Melanch-
thon answers the question why the i
church is called catholic, one is imme-
diately reminded of the description in :
the Heidelberg Catechism, Lord’s Day '
21, with its elements: “out of the whole
human race,” and especially “in the uni- :
ty of the true faith,” which faith charac- :
terizes the church in all ages, “from the :

beginning of the world to the end.””

There is the antithesis in history. :
Melanchthon writes: “Mankind always |
has two parts; on the one hand God’s :
people; and on the other, a larger com-
pany of those who despise God. . . . :
However, the Son of God throughout all
time abides in the true Church of God;
He watches over the small company in :
which His word shines, and He dispers- !
es the devils and does not allow tyrants :

completely to devour His Church.”8

The Reformation is catholic, be- :

cause in the Reformation God restored

the true doctrine of the Gospel. The as-

sembly of the church is not bound to the
regular succession of bishops, but to the

Word of God. Reformation is rebirth :
from the everlasting seed of the Gospel:
“The church is born again where God :
! restores the doctrine and confers the !
i Holy Spirit. . . . The true church . . . re-
tains the true doctrine of the Gospel or
i the articles of faith, just as Paul calls it
. the seat of truth.”? :

It warms your heart when you hear :
Melanchthon sing of the glory of this !
¢ catholic church. “Let us not think, says !
he, that the church is only a Platonic :
i state.” The Reformation was accused of
i fleeing into a Platonic concept of an in-
visible church. Melanchthon rejects :
such a Platonic idea. Indeed, he often
speaks of the church as a remnant as in !
i the days of Elijah, Isaiah and Jeremiah !
and portrays the church as the hidden :
church or the church under the cross.
But he does not want to forget that this :
hidden church is the concrete assem-
bly that Christ gathers here on earth.
Therefore the church is no Platonic idea :
. obliged to accept these same creeds

but earthly reality.10

_ He then continues: “That assembly
i is the true church in which the pure :
doctrine of the Gospel shines forth and
in which the divinely instituted Sacra- :
ments are rightly administered.” Here
you hear the author of the Augsburg
Confession with his well-known de- :
scription of the true church, a descrip- :
i tion that Calvin took over.

“And this

love her’.”1

not only the doctrine of the gospel, but
also the articles of our undoubted Chris-
tian faith. For Melanchthon, the gospel
and the creeds are even so closely con-
nected that he always mentions them
almost in one breath.

In his short history of the catholic

i church, in his textbook on Christian

doctrine, he quotes one of his beloved
texts: “No other foundation can any one
lay than this which is laid, which is Je-
sus Christ, the Saviour.” “And then the
Church in the time of the apostles set
forth the chief articles of Christian doc-
trine in the Apostles’ Creed, and after-
ward, in the Nicene and Athanasian
Creed, a true explanation of the previ-
ous creed is given. At this point, says
Melanchthon, | want sincerely to give
my eternal confession. All the articles in
these creeds | truly hold, believe, and
accept as divine truth, and with God’s
grace | will always keep them, and |
might add that all angels and men are

with true faith.”12

It is generally accepted that our Hei-
delberg Catechism in Lord’s Day 7 uses
a definition of Melanchthon when it
asks, What is true faith? True faith is not
only a sure knowledge but also a firm
confidence which the Holy Spirit works
in my heart by the gospel. I would like to

i suggest that also the following question
(the true church), i
Melanchthon says, | hold our churches :
. to be, by the blessing of God, since :
. they profess the pure evangelical doc-
. trine. And this doctrine without doubt :
has the unanimous approval of the uni-
versal church of Christ (the Catholica
Ecclesia Christi, ).F.).... How great a glo- :
ry and blessedness it is to be a member
of this assembly!” There is “that pro- :
cession which Christ leads and over
which the holy angels hover, and in :
which walk such princes as Adam, :
Noah, Abraham, Moses, Elijah, and oth- :
er men endowed with extraordinary
¢ gifts! In this procession you already
have a definite place, if you do not aid :
or approve the wickedness and cruelty :
of the enemies of the church, but em- :
brace the true doctrine and confess it :
and adorn it with reverent character. :
The Psalmist says: ‘Pray for the peace
of Jerusalem. Blessed will be they who
¢ (the Lord’s Supper)?

We heard Melanchthon say that the
true church retains the doctrine of the :
i Gospel or the articles of faith. This ex-
pression, “the articles of faith,” reminds :
¢ us of the creeds of the early church. :
The Reformation did not do away with
: the ecumenical creeds. The Reforma- :
¢ tion was catholic because it retained !

and answer are phrased after a formula-
tion by Melanchthon, “the teacher of
Germany,” the teacher of Zacharias
Ursinus: What, then, is necessary for a
Christian to believe? All that is promised
us in the gospel, which the articles of
our catholic and undoubted Christian
faith teach us in a summary. This won-
derful combination of the promise of
the gospel and the Apostles’ Creed is
typically Melanchthonian: The catholic
creed summarizes the catholic gospel.
The Reformation was not an innova-
tion. It did not bring new dogmas but
restored and unfolded the ancient
catholic doctrine of the triune God.
Melanchthon strongly stated: “I would
not want to stand forth either as the au-
thor or the defender of any new dogma
in the church.”13

Was it not precisely for this reason
that in 1540 Melanchthon changed Ar-
ticle 10 of the Augsburg Confession

The gospel, first revealed in Par-
adise, is summarized in the articles of
our catholic faith. By the grace of God
the promise of this gospel was again
forcefully proclaimed in the Reforma-
tion. Our question read: Was the Refor-
mation catholic? Melanchthon’s answer
is simple and short: The Reformation



was catholic, because it rediscovered

the gospel.14
Application

Allow me now to give a short appli- :

cation of this answer.

Returning to my introduction, | i
would first urge you not to yield the
word “catholic” to the Romanists. Ro- :
man Catholic is anything but catholic. :
The holy catholic church is not con- :
fined, bound or limited to a certain :
place — Rome, or to certain persons —the :
pope and the clergy. Roman Catholic is !
a contradiction in terms. Melanchthon
rightly stated: The papists falsely call :
themselves Catholics, because they do
not keep the uncorrupted doctrine of the
Word, according to the agreement of the .
: together. Let us together sing Te Deum, © ommunes 1555, tr. C.L. Manschreck, New
the hymn composed probably in the
fourth century by Nicetas of Remesiana
in what is today Yugoslavia. As far as we | 9Mmelanchthon: Selected writings, 137.
know, Nicetas was the brother who for :
¢ the first time wrote the word “catholic” :

into what is now our Apostles’ Creed.!”

more pure ancient church.1

I will not now go into Melanch-
thon’s appeal to the more pure ancient
church. He, the professor of classical !
antiquities, knew his Greek and Latin
perfectly. He quoted what he called the :
testimonies of the fathers. Besides :
Calvin, especially Melanchthon was the :
Reformer who defended the Reforma- i
tion as catholic also in references to
the Scriptural thought of brothers like !
Athanasius, Ambrose, and Augustine.
“Augustine is mine,” he even said. It :
does not mean that he did not have any :
criticism of brothers as Augustine or :
even of ecumenical councils as that of :
Nicea.’® Melanchthon’s own thoughts !

and actions were not perfect either.

But he was right when he stated: :
the Romanists falsely call themselves :
Catholics. Therefore, we should not :
speak of a Protestant, or even evangeli- :
cal, Reformation besides a Catholic Re- :
formation. In the sixteenth century there
were many movements but there was
only On.e Reformation. The so-cal!ed Wielenga eds., Neerlandia: Inheritance Pub- :
evangelical or Protestant Reformation : lications 1990, 71-99, 107-109. .
i 2Corpus Reformatorum 24, 399. The con- :
text is important. Melanchthon states that to :
be called Catholic and to be really Catholic :
are two different things. Only he can be :
called a real Catholic who embraces the :
i doctrine of the true Catholic Church. It has
the testimony of all times and all ages. It is :
¢ in agreement with the teaching of prophets :
and apostles. It does not tolerate divisions :
i ) ¢ or heresies. “Omnes debemus ess Catholici, :
signed and sealed to us in holy bap- | id est, amplecti hoc verbum, quod tenet Ec-
clesia recte sentiens, aliena a sectis, seu :
: non implicita sectis pugnantibus cum illo L few things which were not matters of con-

3Melanchthon: Selected writings, ‘Baccalau- troversy in their day.” Peter Fraenkel dealt

ages. | believe a holy catholic church ¢ reate theses, 1519,” tr.C.L.Hill, Minneapolis: :

But when we say or sing that, we © 4/Luther and the Paris theologians’, 1521,

should also have this firm confidence: { | ""gq

I am, and forever shall remain, a living ; s, ¢ g1.
6‘The church and the Word’ (1539), o.c., 135,

cp. 133. Just before he published this treatise, :

was the catholic Reformation.

But what remains most important is
that the Reformation was catholic be- :
cause of the gospel. The eternal gospel :
is the joyful tiding of forgiveness of sins !
and eternal life solo Christo, only i
through Jesus Christ. He is our Saviour,
the only Mediator between God and :
man. The promise of the gospel was :

tism. Do we believe this promise of the

Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit?

Christ gathers His congregation !
from everywhere and throughout all

member of this holy catholic church. A
living member is he who believes: Not !

only to others, but to me also, remis- :
i sion of sins, everlasting righteousness
¢ and salvation are freely given by God, :

. merely out of grace, only for the sake of :
Adam, Noah, the prophets, Christ, the apos-

Christ’s merits.

And now a third application that is !
also dear to my heart. It concerns the
unity of the church. The Reformation
was catholic, but catholicity and unity
belong together. | believe one holy
tcﬁethggii;g(fj é%o(js}s()lclﬁjrcuf:cig.JE?ti/eg% the church is called catholic reads in Cor-
faith. But faith shows itself in works :
and the catholic church is no Platonic :
state. If we as Reformed people are one
in faith, we should show this towards :

one another not only in words but also © omnibus aetatibus, ab initio usque ad finem,
¢ verae doctrinae vocem.

The last application we could make : 8Melanchthon on Christian doctrine: Loci

in deeds.

He put it also in this hymn:

Thy prophets’ and apostles’ glorious
Y prop P & ¢ 12Melanchthon on Christian doctrine: Loci

company,
their praise to Thee.
ship stands before Thee,
in glory;

veneration;

and consolation.

he wrote to Archdeacon Heath in England
that he did not call “church” that Roman as-
sembly which oppressed the church by god-
less tyranny but those lights of the pious,

tles, and other pious persons, who have kept
the purity of the heavenly doctrine: “Nec
ego ecclesiam voco illum coetum Romanum,
qui nefaria tyrannide ecclesiam oppressit . .
.,” Corpus Reformatorum 3, 679.

’Melanchthon’s answer to the question why

pus Reformatorum 24, 398: Quia est coetus
ubique terrarum passim dispersus, Et quia
membra eius, ubique sunt, quamtumvis lo-
corum intervallis disiuncta, in externa tamen
professione amplectuntur unam et eandem

York: Oxford University Press, 1965, XLVI
and XLVII.

10Cf. Corpus Reformatorum 8, 619: Non lo-
quimur de Ecclesia, ut de Idea Platonica, sed
coetum visibilem monstramus. . . .

i Mo.c., 185. The Latin original is in Corpus

Reformatorum 23,640s.

: : .1 communes 1555, XLIX and L.
The martyrs robed in white —all sing 1uLetter on the Lord’s Supper” 1529

Thy holy catholic Church in wor- Melanchthon: Selected writings, 126. Cf.

i Corpus Reformatorum 3, 321: Nec nos ul-
) . ...t lum novum dogma inveximus in Ecclesiam,
Confessing Thee: the Father, infinite i sed Ecclesiae catholicae doctrinam renova-
: mus et illustramus.

Thy true and only Son, worthy of 14“For there is no doubt that the kind of doc-

e ¢ trine we profess expresses the very consensus
The Holy Spirit, source of strength :

of the catholic church of Christ, as indicated

© by the confessions, the saner synods, and

Soli Deo Gloria!
¢ lected writings, 177.

the more learned fathers,” Melanchthon: Se-

X 15Corpus Reformatorum 24, 398 (De appel-

verbo.”

Augsburg Publishing House, 1962, 18.

" i latione Ecclesiae Catholicae): Papistae falso

1 iti in : ) ) ) )
See for a broader exposition my Essays in : se nominant Catholicos, quia non retinent

Reformed doctrine, ). Boersma and W.M. . . .
i doctrinam incorruptam Verbi, iuxta consen-

¢ sum purioris Ecclesiae veteris.” Cp. CR 12,

489: “Non igitur recte arrogant sibi titulum
catholicae Ecclesiae hi, qui defendunt opin-
iones ignotas veteri Ecclesiae.”

16See especially the booklet “The church
and the authority of the Word,” 1539, in
Melanchthon: Selected writings, e.g. 176f.:
”. . .itis clear that we truly hold the same
doctrine as the catholic church of Christ. |
add this also, that distinguished writers such
as Ambrose, Augustine, and a few others
think the same way, if they are properly un-
derstood and if they are forgiven for some

with the topic of the testimonies of the fa-

i thers extensively in Testimonia patrum. The

function of the patristic argument in the the-

i ology of Philip Melanchthon, Geneve: Li-
¢ brairie E. Droz, 1961.

17J.N.D. Kelly, Early christian creeds, sec-
ond edition, London, Longmans, 1960, 385.
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shortage of organists. (Not so the church :
of Grand Valley! There, five organists
take turns rendering their services.) Re- :
cently the suggestion has been made to i

compensate members in the congrega-

perhaps the time may be ripe to make

changes in this respect. There is also a :
need for choir directors; the lack of them
makes the presence of choirs in the con-
gregations a precious possession. Let us :
be thankful for the talents in the congre-

gations. We may not take for granted

members who employ their talents read- :

ily and cheerfully.

The topic of Bible translations oc-
cupied much attention in the churches.
Due to information that became avail- :
able after General Synod 1995 con- |
cerning plans for the publication of a i
gender-inclusive version of the NIV,
some churches became reluctant to fol-
low the recommendation of Synod. :

These plans have now been withdrawn

due to a general outcry against them. !
Nevertheless, there have been congre- :
gations which rescinded their decisions :
to use the NIV in the worship services. :
Others are waiting till after the next :
Synod in order to see what the sentiment
is among the churches concerning this
matter. In connection with a possible,
or definite, switch to the NIV, the matter :
of the language used in prayer received |

the attention of several congregations
or ministers.

At times councils or congregations
request discussion of practices to which
we are accustomed, but which may be
done differently. As innocent a discovery :

that the use of red wine leads to mi-

ford observed) necessitated a switch to

white wine. This request for discussion
could also result from discussions, prac-
tices, or studies in other congregations. :
For example, the use of individual cups
for the celebration of the Lord’s Supper
in Burlington-South. The Church of Ed- :
monton-Providence (among others) dis- :
cussed and introduced the possibility of :
receiving tax-receipts for donations

made for the support of the needy. An-

other issue for regular consideration is :
the manner of voting for office bearers.
Hamilton has changed it practice from :

voting taking place in a meeting of the

congregation to the use of voting sta- :

tions which are used before and after the

worship services. Even in regard to the :
nomination for office bearers, consider- :
ations come up that never used to play :

a role: smoking, for instance. In all these
matters, however, we may observe :
again, how important it is when Coun-
¢ cil and congregation are able to discuss !
i these matters in an atmosphere of open-
tion who are willing to take organ
lessons. In other congregations this issue
triggered a renewed discussion about
the use of musical instruments in gen-
eral, with the consideration whether :

ness, harmony, and edification.

and Middle and West.

acquaint themselves with the needs of
the congregation. In this way councils
and consistories become aware of the
potential of the congregation. In the
church of Aldergrove this led to greater

¢ attention for the possible involvement

Congregational life shows its vi-
brancy in the activities of the various so- :
cieties among the congregation as well. :
Certain societies may flourish more :
i than others. Sometimes it helps to re- !
structure the operation of a society, or to :
introduce new approaches to the meet-
ing. Yet, throughout the federation we !
see these activities continue. Some con-
gregations developed new initiatives for :
i the care of the little lambs (as in :
i Cloverdale, in a nursery program of !
i Bible stories and crafts) or for the elder- :
ly; in the way of special societies (e.g.
College and Careers in Coaldale); or by
means of meetings at different times :
during the day. In congregations such as
Vernon and Toronto, certain study :
groups even decided to continue their :
Bible discussions during the summer :
season. In the context of these local ac- :
i tivities, it is always a very stimulating
and exciting experience to come to- :
gether as men or as women or as young :
people in regional meetings such as !
League Days, Ensemble Evenings, and
Youth Rallies. Also during the past year :
meetings like these were held in East !
i of its new location in Owen Sound, of-

In order to keep all this work oper- :
ating fruitfully, we must mention the !
work of the ILPB, which continues to :
. translate and publish Reformed Bible !
¢ study material, promoting the study of :
God’s Word, in order to equip God’s :
people to serve Him in true obedience. i
Publications like that of Prof. Dr. C. Van
Dam on Divorce and Remarriage or of :
: the Rev. J. Mulder (ed.) of Marriage and
graine headaches (as the church of Wat-

of the many young people of the con-
gregation. In other congregations such
special approaches also led to more at-
tention for the elderly and to a greater
sensitivity for their needs. The possibil-
ity has been considered to conduct
weekly devotionals and bi-monthly
worship-services in Manoah Manor (in-
cluding the administration of the Lord’s
Supper).

All these activities and more under-
line the importance of good congrega-
tional facilities. Many congregations
have been working on the improve-
ment of facilities or in projects for the
building of their own or of a new places
of worship and meeting-rooms. The
church of Taber is enjoying its new
building. Calgary will soon enter its
new facility where church and school
activities will be accommodated. The
church of Houston as well became in-
volved in the erection of a new church-
building. The church of Port Kells, now
known as the church of Willoughby
Heights, opened its new facilities on
April 11, 1997. Also the church of
Chatsworth, now known by the name

ficially opened its new facilities on Feb.
7,1997. The church of Elora, on the oth-
er hand, completed its building ventures
by raising a beautiful new manse on the
premises of the church-building. They
received assistance in their building-
project from members of the churches at
Fergus and Grand Valley.

All these activities can be observed

: and seen very clearly, but we should
the Family make for excellent material
¢ for discussion and study in societies. In
one of his articles in Clarion, however, :
Dr. Van Dam observes a decline in the
study of political issues in general, and :
of a lack of active involvement in the :
work of ARPA or in local or provincial :
political activities in particular. A re- i
newed development of a vision and in-
centive in that regard may be necessary,
or otherwise at least a renewed vigor in :
i the field of political action.

In regards to other congregational :
activities, it may be noted that in more
and more congregations the deacons in-
i tend to visit all the families (addresses) :
in the congregation, at least once every - .
i three years. In this way they seek to : Ecclesiastical unity
raise the profile and level of under- :
standing of the work of mercy, encour- :
age mutual service of mercy, and :

certainly not underestimate the activi-
ties which take place while going un-
noticed. Among them are the prayers
of the saints, especially in times of need,
of sorrow, or anxiety (as occurred in
several congregations due to accidents
this past year). Activities of Helping
Hands, of Sisters” Help, and the like also
may not be overlooked. Further, there
is the work of mutual upbuilding and
discipline, which is an essential and

i central aspect of healthy congregation-

al life. All in all, the fruits of the Spirit
can be seen. These enhance and enrich
the functioning of the communion of
saints very much.

As we continue to review the work
in our federation over the years, one
striking development which can be
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is is a condensed version of a
speech held last year in
Edmonton (April 22, 1996),

aldale (Aug. 24, 1996), and earlier
this year for a Teacher’s convention in
Neerlandia (March 20, 1997).

Do you have some advice?

Recently Dr. James Dobson was on

Shed, the author of the well-known

book, Promises to Peter. Before they
had any children of their own, he and :
his wife used to go around the country
giving advice to parents about how to
raise children. As they received chil- i
dren of their own, their advice began
to change. They began to realize that :
everything was not always so cut and
dried. When their children became
teenagers they would start their presen-
tation by asking, “Do you have any ad- :
vice for us?” That is also how | feel this :
evening. We have in our midst many
seasoned, professionally trained teach- i
ers, many parents and grandparents |

The Function of the
Promise of the Covenant
n tlle Rearing of Clul(lren

© with a wealth of experience. | too am a
: father of seven children, a good portion
i of them in their teenage years. Daily | :
¢ am reminded of how inadequate | am,
¢ and of how much any success depends :
: on the grace of God. Nevertheless, | will
. try to impart to you some wisdom about
i the rearing of children. That wisdom is :
: not my own, however. For | have no :
i wisdom of my own. It is wisdom im-
i parted to us in God’s Word.

i Human theories

A What happens when man relies on :
his own insight? John Locke saw a child :
i as a tabula rasa, a white piece of paper, :
i or a blank slate. Parents are rational tu- :
¢ tors who can mould the child in any way,
i good or bad. Jean-Jacques Rousseau
: taught that children are actually noble
i savages who were naturally endowed !
¢ with a sense of right and wrong. He dis-
i couraged parental involvement and
i taught that the adult should be there :
: mostly to be receptive to the child’s !
i needs. Later theorists became influenced
by Darwin’s teaching about the survival
the radio speaking about the rearing of ; of the fittest. From then on the discus- :

children. He told a story about Charlie i sion ensued as to how nature influences

i the behaviour of children, and how

much their behaviour is due their envi- :

ronment. This is the “nature — nurture” Covenant promises

(t()ntroversy.

These theories are based on human
observations and human wisdom. We

must go to God’s Word, however. David
said in Psalm 58: 3, “The wicked go

up in the heart of a child, but the rod of

The Form for the Baptism of Children

By W.B. Slomp

we state that “our children are con-

i ceived and born in sin and are there-

fore by nature children of wrath.”
Modern human behaviour theorists
would shudder at those words. “That is

i much too negative. If you begin by see-

ing children as totally evil from birth,
then you have a negative view, and
you will affect them negatively.” Many

¢ ridicule how the Puritans viewed and
i treated their children. A book on child
i psychology says,

According to Puritan doctrine, the
child was a fragile creature of God
who needed to be safeguarded but
also needed to be reformed. Born
evil and stubborn, children had to
be led away from their devilish
ways. Therefore, it was necessary
to take them firmly in hand and civ-
ilize them toward a destiny of
virtue and salvation.... Harsh, re-
strictive child-rearing practices
were recommended as the most
efficient means for taming the de-
praved child.... In schools disobe-
dient pupils were routinely beaten
by their schoolmasters” (Laura E.
Berk, Child Development, 3rd ed.,
1994, pp. 7-9).

Are children nothing more than evil
creatures who need some sense beaten
into them? That is the conclusion some

: might draw from the Form for the Bap-
. tism of Children. Why is it that this
astray from the womb, they err from :
their birth, speaking lies.” Solomon '
said in Proverbs 22:15, “Folly is bound

form speaks about the depravity of chil-
dren? To impress upon us their need to
be washed in the blood of Christ. That is

¢ why baptism was instituted. With bap-
discipline drives it far from him.” The
same thing we also confess when we
present our children for baptism. In

tism are spoken wonderful words of
promise. Baptism into the name of the
Father testifies and seals to us that the

¢ He establishes an eternal covenant of
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By Rev. A. Baars

5. Regeneration

cannot say very much. True,

Holy Spirit in regeneration, say that

(C.D. NI/IV. Art. 12)
A little further we read,

which,

their Savior. (C.D. IlI/IV Art. 13).

~B
s 4

-3

hearts of people.

i._.r cerned, we may first point to a number of
-  OXpressions which indicate that the Holy
t-l- Spirit makes dead people alive and im- :

2 such expressions everywhere in the
i ) : )

in our hearts” (Heidelberg Catechism,
™

566 faith” (art. 22). In the Canons of Dort we

. itis evidently a supernatural
work, most powerful, and at the :
same time most delightful, aston- :
ishing, mysterious, and ineffable. . .

The manner of this operation cannot
be fully comprehended by believ- :
ers in this life. Notwithstanding !
they rest satisfied with :
knowing and experiencing, that by i
this grace of God they are enabled :

This emphasis on the mysterious char- :
acter of the work of the Holy Spirit in re-
generation does not mean that nothing :
whatsoever can be said about it. In :
Scripture and the Confessions the limits
of mystery are fully respected; yet they
do also describe how the Holy Spirit :
works and what the Spirit does in the :

As far as our Confessions are con- ;
¢ and infused into him”) C.D. lII/IV, Art. :
P 14).13 5

parts to them the gift of faith. We meet :

creeds. Just a brief sampling: We read
several times that the Spirit “works faith !

4 L.D. 25, Q.A. 65, L.D. 27, Q.A. 74; Bel- :
. gic Confession, Art. 24). The Belgic Con-
] fession expresses it beautifully: “the Holy :
Spirit kindleth in our hearts an upright

n tlle Creecls

— AN OVERVIEW -
(Part 2)

¢ come across a different kind of expres- :

t times it is asserted that the : sion. There we read that God “gracious- !
beginning of spiritual life is a i ly softens the hearts of the elect, however :
; i obstinate, and inclines them to believe”

moment about which we really i © ’ ! :
Y £ (C.D.1, Art. 6). Regarding the elect He :

. g g .
inasmuch as we mean that we has determined “effectually to call and
dspeaking here about a mystery draw them to hIS communion by !
which supersedes our thinking and de- :
scription we could agree. In fact, the :

Canons of Dort, about the work of the

%@ % / ([ A
Who :

1S Sﬁ//mmﬁ/efe/y

s’wemziyno

His Word and Spirit, to bestow upon
to believe with the heart, and love : them true faith” (C.D. 1, Art. 7). The lat- §
i ter work is also described to God,

who as He has chosen His own from §
eternity in Christ, so He (effectually :
calls them in time), confers upon :

them faith and repentance, rescues :

them from the power of darkness,

and translates them into the kingdom

of His own Son (C.D. llI/1V, Art. 10).

¢ The following phrase is also of funda-
i mental importance: “

(faith) is in reality conferred, breathed,

In these brief descriptions the “how”

of the appropriating work of the Spirit at :
i the beginning of spiritual life is for the :
most part hidden. In order to get more
clarity regarding this “how” we turn in :
¢ particular to certain portions of Head :
1I/IV of the Canons of Dort, where we :
find descriptions of regeneration. As we |
do so we must remind ourselves that our
creeds do speak of regeneration in more
¢ than one sense. In Article 24 (B.C.) it :

¢ son) and makes him a new man.”

5 ﬁ/mse@/ o éxzm/ g
%m&e// to the %«/ :

. but because it

The ‘Appropriaﬁon of Salvation”

states that true faith “regenerates (a per-
Here
regeneration is viewed as the manifes-

. tation of new life which is the fruit of

faith. The Canons of Dort speak of re-
generation as the beginning of new life.
In this overview we will concentrate

on what the Canons teach. There we
i read that God

by the efficacy of the same regener-
ating Spirit, pervades the inmost re-
cesses of the man; he opens the
closed, and softens the hardened
heart, and circumcises that which
was uncircumcised, infuses new
qualities into the will, which though
heretofore dead, he quickens: from
being evil, disobedient, and refrac-
tory, he renders it good, obedient,
and pliable: actuates and strength-
ens it, that like a good tree, it may
bring forth the fruits of good actions.
D., I/IV, Art.11)

In the next paragraph this description is

¢ filled out:

. so that all in whose heart God
works in this marvellous manner,
are certainly, infallibly, and effectu-
ally regenerated, and do actually
believe. — Whereupon the will thus
renewed, is not only actuated and
influenced by God, but in conse-
quence of this influence, becomes
itself active. Wherefore also, man is
himself rightly said to believe and
repent, by virtue of that grace re-
ceived. (C.D., II/IV, Art. 12)

Here it is said that God does not only in-

fluence and actuate the will, but that
by the power of God this will itself acts.
The Canons do warn that this must in no
wise be construed in a synergistic spir-
it:
because he who works in man both
to will and to do, and indeed all
things in all, produces both the will
to believe, and the act of believing
also. (C.D., I/IV, Art. 14).



However, this does not mean that the
Spirit works in people as “stocks and !

blocks”:

... so also this grace of regenera- :
tion does not treat men as senseless
stocks and blocks, nor takes away
their will and its properties, neither :
does violence thereto; but spiritual- :
ly quickens, heals, corrects, and at
the same time sweetly and power- :
fully bends it; that where carnal re- :
bellion and resistance formerly :
prevailed, a ready and sincere spiri- :

tual obedience begins to reign; in
which the true and spiritual restora-
tion and freedom of our will consist.
(C.D., NIV, Art. 16).

It is in this manner that our Confessions
seek to describe the work of the Holy :
Spirit in regeneration. It would be wrong
if we would neglect all this teaching
without putting it to use. It ought to func-
tion in our preaching and pastoral :
labours, in our discussions about spiritu-

al guidance and spiritual life.14

6. The “Three Things” of the
Catechism

they come up are very familiar to us:

Q. How many things are necessary
for thee to know, that thou, enjoying :
this comfort, mayest live and die :

happily?

A. Three; the first, how great my sins
and miseries are; the second, how | :
may be delivered from all my sins :

and miseries; the third, how | shall

express my gratitude to God for :

such deliverance.
It is clear that these “three things” do not
simply function for the sake of a principle

of division for the material of the Cate- :
chism. They represent three fundamental :
aspects of spiritual life. We could put it :

this way: around these three moments

pounds the whole Christian doctrine of
faith. And this is done for the specific
purpose of nurturing children toward
faith and godliness. The knowledge of

these three things — misery, deliverance
and gratitude — concerns the manner in

which faith is experienced. In this knowl-

Spirit becomes evident.
Now there is (has been) much ado

about these “three things.” We do not :
have to bring up everything that hap- :
pened. It is sufficient to emphasize that :
it is not so that in Question and Answer :
1 a Christian is speaking, while Ques- :

fession of a Christian.

come separated from each other.

f%me %mys: ma‘l%r%
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edge of these three things.!5

tion and Answer 2 the reference is to a :
person who is not a Christian (yet). The
. latter question also relates to the con-
' i the context of our spiritual life.

Furthermore, we may not take the
order of the three points to be chrono- :
logical, as though a person would first :
experience the “part” about misery, after
that the “part” of deliverance, and final-
ly the “part” about thankfulness.This :
avoids allowing the three “parts” to be-

However, we are obliged to contin- :
ue maintaining that the three parts do :
i (or, ought to) function in spiritual life.
i The Catechism itself clearly shows this :
¢ in various places. We point to the fol- :
i lowing: when justifying faith is de- :
¢ scribed the “three things” are discussed. :
In Lord’s Day 23, Q.A. 60, it is said that :
this faith experiences the bitter sense of :
an accusing conscience (misery) and i
© that it directs itself toward the perfect :
in the life of faith the Catechism ex- } satisfaction, righteousness and holiness
. of Christ (deliverance). Q.A. 64 adds :
i that those who are implanted into Christ :
i by a true faith will also certainly bring :
i forth fruits of thankfulness (gratitude). In :
Lord’s Day 30, A.Q. 81, it becomes clear :
that the Lord’s Supper has been institut- :
. ed for those who have a spiritual knowl-
edge the appropriating work of the Holy :

Lord’s Day 44, Q.A. 115, reveals
i that the preaching of the law is intend- :
ed to nurture a deeper knowledge of :
misery, deliverance and gratitude in :
the life of a believer. We could also
¢ point to Lord’s Day 51, Q.A. 126, and
even to Canons of Dort 1, Article 13, :

and V, Article 2, where we hear the
echo of the familiar trio of the Heidel-
berger and also see how it functions in

In connection with the “three things”
the sensitive issue must be addressed as
to the place which the knowledge of sin
or misery has, especially at the begin-
ning of spiritual life. It is clear that we
must be on the alert to avoid system-
atizing, or giving the impression that (a

i certain degree of) the knowledge of sin
: * i is a condition which must be met be-
% % /£/ % fore we (may) come to Christ. On the
€ Knotvee 7‘9 0/f €S€ : Holy Spirit, also when He begins to ap-
: . ply salvation, teaches us something of
misery, deliverance and gratitude. The
i knowledge of misery clearly has its role
i there. From our own church history we
i could cite a number of noteworthy dec-
¢ larations in which this is clearly empha-
. sized. We are thinking, for example, of
. one of the statements of the Synod of
_ i the Christelijke Afgescheiden Gere-
i formeerde Kerk (“Christian Seceded Re-
o% . . ¢/ j i formed Church”) of 1846 and of the
- Jauth s experienced. Jn
Whoever thinks the matter of ap- :

propriation through, cannot avoid the :
“three things” (or parts) which are dis-
cussed in our Heidelberg Catechism. :
The Question and Answer in which :

other hand, it is hard to deny that the

i testimony of the General Synod of 1953
i (i.e.) CGKN).10

7. Marks and phases of spiritual life

We can be brief about the marks of

¢ faith. In our Confession they are dis-
¢ cussed in various places and with vari-
i ous designations. We think of the marks
¢ of Christians in Article 29 of the Belgic
: Confession:

With respect to those who are mem-
bers of the Church, they may be
known by the marks of Christians,
namely, by faith and when they
have received Jesus Christ the only
Saviour they avoid sin, follow after
righteousness, love the true God
and their neighbour, neither turn
aside to the right or left, and crucify
the flesh with the works thereof.
But this is not to be understood as if
there did not remain in them great
infirmities; but they fight against
them through the Spirit all the days
of their life continually taking their
refuge in the blood, death, passion,
and obedience of our Lord Jesus
Christ, in whom they have remis-
sion of sins through faith in Him.

In this connection the fruits of election

mentioned in the Canons of Dort are

i also important:

The elect in due time, though in var-
ious degrees and in different mea-
sures, attain assurance of this their
eternal and unchangeable election,
... by observing in themselves with
a spiritual joy and holy pleasure (2
Cor. 13:5), the infallible fruits of

.
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The new addition on the right and
the renovation section on the left.

Building Committee Chairman,
Bill Oostdyk on the right and
Construction Superintendent,
Nick VandenOever on the left.

Official opening
ceremonies in the
new double gym.




Mr. J.G. VanDooren displays one
of the diplomas to be awarded

Dr. J. Faber speaking about
“Guido’s Portrait.”
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Mrs. Wilma Jairam,
Corresponding Secretary of the
Board, presenting the Governor-
General’s Bronze Medal to
Albert Gootjes




Mr. J.H. VanderHoeven, Chairman
of the Board, presenting Janine
Breukelman with her diploma

The graduands: a relaxed
but attentive audience

Emily Bosscher is about
to receive the Dr. F.G.
Oosterhoff Student-of-

the-Year Award
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BOOK REVIEWS

Covenant and Election

J. Van Genderen, Covenant and

Election (tr. C. Pronk; Neerlandia: In-
heritance Publications, 1995)

fformed believer will deny

tized, solemn words are spoken

might firmly believe that we belong to

this covenant of grace, the Lord Jesus :
Christ during His last Passover instituted
the holy supper.” Both baptism and
Lord’s Supper testify that the covenant !

has a central place in our faith. It indi-
cates our relationship to the Triune God.

Since the time of the Reformation
when our Forms were made, the doc- :
trine of the covenant has been further :
developed and debated. Our century

has its share in controversies on the

covenant. To mention a few: The Dec- :
laration of 1905 which received an im- :
portant role in the developments leading
up to the Liberation (see the chapter by :
Dr. ). Faber in C. Van Dam, ed. The Lib- :

eration: Causes and Consequences); the

“Declaration of Principles’ in the Protes-
tant Reformed Churches, 1951 and the
new view of Karl Barth on the covenant.

Dr. J. Van Genderen, the retired pro- :
fessor of dogmatics at the Theological
College of the “Christelijke Gere- :
formeerde Kerken” (sister churches to
the Free Reformed Churches in Canada)
has long been interested in this area. He
gave radio lectures on the history of the
doctrine of the covenant in 1975, and
gave an academic speech on this topic :
in 1981, which he expanded later. The :
two were published in one volume in :
1983. Rev. C. Pronk did us a great ser- :
vice by translating this material, which i

the importance of the doctrine of
the covenant. Every time a child :

about the covenant: “When we are bap-
tized into the Name of the Father, God
the Father testifies and seals to us that :
He establishes an eternal covenant of :
grace with us.” And every time the :
Lord’s Supper is celebrated in the midst
of the congregation, the covenant is :
mentioned again: “In order that we |

Reviewed by N.H. Gootjes

is now published under the title
i Covenant and Election. A
: It can easily be demonstrated that :
i Van Genderen’s discussion impacts di-
¢ rectly on our situation. Take for example
. the first chapter, dealing with the ques- :
tion whether there are two or three :
covenants. This issue was debated by
i two Dutch theologians, G.H. Kersten
and J.J. Van der Schuit. Those who rec-
ognize three covenants distinguish be- :
tween the covenant of redemption, the
covenant of works and the covenant of :
grace. Those who recognize only two :
covenants identify the covenant of re- :
. the teaching that the promises of the
At first glance, this may look like a
¢ technical, academic discussion, but it is
of great importance for our faith, as can :
be discovered when one sees what is at i
stake. If one identifies the covenant of :
redemption with the covenant of grace, :
¢ the parties of the covenant are God, on :
. the one side, and Christ and in Him the :
elect on the other side. In essence the :
covenant only includes the elect. Often
it is added that this covenant has an
outward administration, extending be-
¢ yond the elect. This is done since it
cannot be denied that God made His :
covenant with Abraham and his off- :
spring, Gen. 17. In the two covenant !
view, then, the question becomes urgent
to what covenant a baptized member of
i the congregation belongs. Does he be- :
long to the essential covenant or to the
outward administration of the covenant. i
Were God'’s promises to him meant or :
not? The debate concerning two or three !
covenants is, in fact, a debate on the is- :
sue with whom God has established his :
covenant. Did He establish his covenant :
with the elect only (two covenant view) :
or did He establish it with the believers
i garded as unregenerate unless they

Van Genderen does not quickly :
write off one of these views. He recog- :
. other hand, was optimistic: everyone is
was made with the elect only has old
roots and that it was the prevalent view
around the year 1700 (p.14). On the :

demption with the covenant of grace.

and their offspring.

nizes that the view that the covenant

other hand, Calvin and the Forms do

¢ not identify covenant and election. Af-

ter a discussion of relevant texts
(pp.18ff) he concludes that the two
covenant view does not agree with
Holy Scripture and with the Reformed
Confessions (p.23).

How relevant this issue is for us in
Canada is demonstrated at the end of
the first chapter, where Van Genderen
discusses the “Declaration of Princi-
ples” (1951) of the Protestant Reformed
Church. This document rejects not only
the doctrine of presumptive regenera-
tion of baptized children, it also rejects

covenant are addressed to all baptized
children. According to this Declara-
tion, the promises of God proclaimed
by the gospel and signified by both
sacraments is not meant for all but only
for the elect (p.24). Van Genderen, in
his discussion, has provided the theo-
logical background for this view and
given a valuable evaluation of it.

From our perspective, the second
chapter is hardly less important. Here,
Van Genderen discusses the doctrinal
background of the Liberation of 1944:
The decisions of the Reformed Synods
of 1905, 1942, and the decisions by
Synods after the Liberation, 1946 and
1959. The views of A. Kuyper as well
as of H. Bavinck are presented as the
background of the whole debate. It is
interesting to read how Van Genderen
compares the “two covenant view” of
the first chapter with the covenant view
of the Synodical decision of 1944
(p-36). They are very similar, in fact he
notes three similarities between the
two views, but he also indicates there
is an important difference. The two
covenant view is pessimistic: all are re-

show in their lives marks of election.
The Synodical view of 1944, on the

presumed elect unless doctrine or life
proves the opposite. This is a useful re-
minder for us that both being optimistic



and being pessimistic is wrong. Rather,
those whom God has included in the :
covenant should see how greatly they :
are privileged, thank God and honour
Him as the God of their lives. :

I have to resist the temptation to con- i
tinue quoting from the following chap-
ters. The third chapter deals with the :
radically different views of K. Barth and
later theologians. This chapter is fol-
lowed by three chapters in which aspects !
of the covenant are presented. Chapter :
four discusses the distinction and simi-
larity between election and covenant (for
theological students: here L. Berkhof’s :
view is presented in its context). Ch. 5 :
deals with the important issue of the con-
nection between promise and demand. |
And ch. 6 shows the harmony that exists
between covenant and election. ‘

In this last chapter, the danger of in- :
dividualism is discussed. Van Genderen

mentions that we generally think in i and election and for the clear translation

terms of individual persons, but he i by Rev. C. Pronk. Those who own the

; points out that the Old Testament : ook should correct one confusing mis-

speaks of the election of Israel as God’s i print, on p. 64: “But once we realize that

chosen nation, and that the New Testa- | the God of the covenant of grace comes

?iirl]tacnacl;llSctagszonn%rg(%?)tlign 16(;2;5 s2p.e7— to us with His promises as well as with
(p-77). There is personal election but B (n’ot: ?S) R
the Bible does not give room for indi- | of the covenant, this will become for us
vidualism. He refers to Eph. 1:4: God - d marvel rather than a problem.

has elected us in Christ. In being con-

nected with Christ one is at the same possible exception of ch. 3, on the views

time connected with all the elect. He | ©f K. Barth. It does happen that Dr. Van

agrees with Van der Zanden that each Genderen suddenly picks up on an ear-
is elected personally, in and with the :
congregation which will forever sing :
the praises of God and of the Lamb

i (p.78). An excellent reminder.

We are grateful for Dr. Van Gen-
deren’s study on the relation of covenant

The book is not hard to read, with the

lier thought, and one would then have
to go back a few pages. But careful read-
ing will be rewarded by greater insight.

Ly
.
R

The Urim and Thummim

Cornelis Van Dam, The Urim and :
Thummim: A Means of Revelation in :
Ancient Israel (Winona Lake: Eisen-
brauns, 1997). Pp. xxiii + 296. $34.50
us.

Reviewed by R. Aasman

able reference work. The footnotes give :
: more detailed information and refer- | Thummim as “perfection” or “perfec-
i ences to other materials, which is par-
. ticularly helpful to those engaged in

{ scholarly study. The book itself is beau-

i tifully bound and laid out.

his book is a revision of a doc-
toral dissertation submitted by
Dr. C. Van Dam to the Theolo-
sche Universiteit in Kampen in 1986.
Since no exhaustive study of the Urim
and Thummim has appeared since
1824, this full study made available to
the public is much welcomed. Dr. Van
Dam clears up some popular myths and
misconceptions about the Urim and
Thummim (hereafter abbreviated as UT)
and gives the reader a good grasp of
the use of the UT in ancient Israel. Since
this is a scholarly work, it does go into
technical detail. Nevertheless, it is quite i
readable and understandable. The book
stirs up and keeps the reader’s interest
from beginning to end. The author also
skilfully leads the reader through all the
material by giving good summaries
throughout the book and explaining
where the study is heading in the next :
chapter or the rest of the book. The
book comes with good bibliography, in-
dexes and extensive footnotes. One of
the indexes is to Scripture passages
which makes this a handy and valu-

people. Finally, the author outlines

i that in the history of translation people
have struggled to translate the Hebrew
¢ words Urim and Thummim. However
: there is considerable support for trans-

lating Urim as “light” or “lights” and

tions.” In his concluding remarks on

i this section, the author points out that
i what is really needed to form a view of
i the UT is to turn to the Scriptures and
: The first major section of the book
i gives a historical overview of the inter-
. pretation of the UT. Some interpreta-
. tions reduce the UT to being of little :
: practical importance. The dominant :
i and most widely accepted theory about
i the UT is to identify it with the lot ora- :
i cle (the casting of the lot to receive a
i decision from the LORD). Later on in
¢ the book, the author shows very clearly
i that this identification of the UT with
i the lot oracle is incorrect. The most
obvious reason is the lot can only give
: ayes or no answer, whereas the use of i
i the UT led to far more involved and
even lengthy answers by Yahweh to
¢ his people. Dr. Van Dam also examines
i cultural institutions in other nations
. around Israel which might be analo-
© gous to the UT, but there appear to be
. few if any similarities. The UT seems :
: to be utterly unique to the relationship
between Yahweh and His covenant :
i We do not even know whether it was

study all relevant data on the UT.
In the second part of the book, Dr.

: Van Dam engages in an extensive and

fascinating study of all Biblical data
connected with the UT. The author
shows that the UT probably do mean
literally “light(s)” and “perfection(s).” At

i the same time he also proposes that
i the structure of these two words could

allow them to be translated as “perfect

¢ illumination.” He explains this very

well and convincingly. The beauty of
this translation is that it makes so much
sense: the UT is a means of revelation

i from God to His people and God’s rev-

elation is perfect illumination or light.
For the Bible student or preacher, there

¢ is an obvious fulfilment of the UT in
: Him who is the light of the world, our

Lord Jesus Christ.

The UT are not physically de-
scribed in the Scriptures and therefore
we do not know what they looked like.

one or two objects. However the au-
thor shows from a passage such as Ex-
odus 28 that the UT was or were real
physical objects placed within the

.
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PRESS RELEASES

Press Release of Classis Alberta/
Manitoba, November 4, 5, 1997

man extended calls to Rev. R. Aasman
and Rev. D.G.J. Agema and received de- :

call was extended

at Denver granted Rev. M. Pollock a i
leave of absence for four months which :

A special welcome was extended to :
brother and sister T. Lodder, brother and

gional Synod, namely, Rev. C. Van :
Spronsen and Rev. J. Visscher, and to

fraternal delegates from the local Free : ) ,
© A. To acknowledge and agree with the :

POD’s request that Rev. Pollock :
send Presbytery a letter in which he
i encouragement were expressed by the
1. Acknowledge that although he :
wrote a letter to Presbytery on
October 28, 1991, he did not :
discuss with the Presbytery in i
March 1992 his reasons for :
breaking his vows (by which is :
meant renouncing the vows he :
made at Presbytery in March :
1991) and leaving the OPC :
i cal district to Regional Synod. This
2. Asking forgiveness for these :

Church of Scotland, namely, Rev. K.
Compton and Dr. P. Heaton.

Classis was constituted and the offi-
cers took their places: Rev. W.B. Slomp
as chairman, Rev. R. Aasman as vice- :
chairman and Rev. G. A. Snip as clerk. :
The chairman thanked the convening :
Church at Winnipeg for all the work in

preparing for this Classis.

Classis proceeded to the preparato-
ry examination of brother Mark J. :
Hoogerdijk. Brother Hoogerdijk pre- :
sented his sermon proposal on 1 Peter
4:17. It was decided in closed session
not to continue with the examination.
This was communicated by the officers : :
i B. To ask Rev. Pollock to send such a
i brother T. E. Lodder in Taber on No-

to brother Hoogerdijk.

Classis proceeded to the peremptory !
examination of brother Theodore E. :
Lodder. Brother Lodder presented his ser-
mon proposal on Psalm 112. It was de- :
cided in closed session to continue with
the examination. Brother Lodder was

¢ examined on Old and New Testament
: exegesis, knowledge of Scripture, doc- :
i trine and creeds, church history, ethics, :

hai f th . i church polity and diaconiology. In
C(E\ N e;}lrmacvc.) t.e ConRvenlrI\<g . closed session it was decided with the :

llirc ai[ lnglﬁegb, EV‘ * i concurring advice of the deputies that |
.JOE . \Iivedct?\mtth N Zr(ét_1efg0 ¢ this was a satisfactory examination. This :
uiSSI?{e rgaiis 1ePete? 1.1y_r;1n anc;l I-ed ire1 ¢ was joyfully communicated to brother :
pra)g/ér. The chairman remembered the ' Lodder and his wife. He signed the sub- ;
three vacant churches in the classical i SC"PUON form. After singing and prayer, :
district: the Churches at Carman, ; °PPortunity was given for the brothe_rs
Coaldale and Taber. The Church at Car. . of Classis to congratulate brother and sis-

¢ ter Lodder.

i quest.

i following decision was made.

¢ committee, Classis decides:

states the following:

without a letter of transfer, and
things.

letter to the POD.

charges by Presbytery against him.

C. To offer sincere apology to Presbytery :
for not having been more careful
when receiving Rev. M. Pollock into
our federation when there were :

i at 9 am. The Church at Barrhead is

D. To apologize to Rev. Pollock for not
giving him proper guidance after he
left the POD.

The report of the Classis Treasurer led

to a decision to form an ad hoc com-

mittee to come with general guidelines
regarding travel expenses of delegates
to Classis. Brother John Buitenbos was
appointed as treasurer of Classis.
Reports were presented on visita-
tions made to the Churches at Carman,
Denver, Edmonton-Immanuel, and

Winnipeg. These reports were grateful-
The report of the Committee for Fi- :

clines on both calls. The Church at Coal- nancial Aid - Stydents fgr the Ministry
dale called Rev. W. B. Slomp who i was received for information. The report ;
declined that call. The Church at Taber indicated that thgre R theologlcgl
became vacant when Rev. G. Ph. van studgnts requesting assistance from this
Popta left for the Church at Ancaster. . classical district. The report of the Com- :
Since then, the Church at Taber extend- | Mittee for A',d to Needy Churches was
ed a call to candidate Richard Pot who adopted. Aid will be given to the
declined the call. More recently another Churches at Barrhead and Denver. The

to candidate | level of as.sessment was set at $29.35 per §
Theodore E. Lodder who accepted the i cOmmunicant member. The Churches
call and asked to have his peremptory at Coaldale and Taber were not assessed !

examination at this Classis. The Church : for the Church at Denver at their re- :

ly received.

A report on a visit by observers to
the POD of the OPC was gratefully re-
ceived. The report concluded with
thankfulness that things are being done
decently and in good order in the POD.

The Church at Barrhead notified
Classis that it made the decision to rec-
ognize the Church at Denver as a sister
church within the federation.

The Church at Coaldale requested
and received pulpit supply one Sunday
per month. The Church at Denver asked

i for and received pulpit supply for De-
A discussion was held regarding :
i the report from the ad hoc committee :

explained his absence at this Classis. The

chairman also expressed appreciation : which had been appointed by the pre- |

that Rev. R. Aasman saw his way clear : vious Classis to discuss with the Pres- :

to stay in this classical district by turning : bytery of the Dakotas of the OPC the

down the call to the Church at Chatham. | charge Of Rev. M. PO”QCk breaking his
¢ vows. This report clarified what exactly :
was meant by Presbytery’s charge that :

sister M. Hoogerdijk, the deputies of Re- Rev. Pollock had broken his vows. The

cember 7, 1997 when the Lord’s Supper
is scheduled to be celebrated. The
Church at Denver also apprised Classis
that Rev. M. Pollock has been granted
a four month leave of absence accord-
ing to article 14 CO, beginning Sep-
tember 1, 1997.

The Church at Winnipeg requested
advice from Classis regarding institution

i of a second church in Winnipeg. Ac-
Based on the report of the ad hoc
i such an institution would be effected.

companying material outlined how

Classis gave positive advice which per-
mits Winnipeg to go ahead with this
new institution. Words of gratitude and

chairman.

Classis Pacific advised Classis Al-
berta/Manitoba of its decision to di-
vide into two classical districts. This
would have implications for the con-
vening of Regional Synod West 1998
according to article 47 CO, namely,
that three ministers and three elders
should be delegated from each classi-

was gratefully noted.
Rev. R. J. Eikelboom was delegated
to represent Classis at the ordination of

vember 30, 1997.

The next classis was scheduled for
January 13, 1998, starting at 9 am, with
alternate date of March 10, 1998, also
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convening church; venue is the Im- :
manuel Church at Edmonton; suggested
officers are Rev. R. J. Eikelboom as chair-
man, Rev. W. B. Slomp as vice-chairman :
and Rev. R. Aasman as clerk. Minister
elect T. E. Lodder was appointed to be :
examiner Bible Knowledge. Rev. W. B. i
Slomp was appointed as alternate to the i
examination committee. The Church at
Carman was delegated to represent
Classis at the institution of a new con-
gregation in Winnipeg. Brothers H. Bak-
er, J. Buitenbos and B. Vegter were
appointed to the ad hoc committee to
draw up guidelines for travelling ex- :

penses to Classis.

The following ministers were dele-
gated to Regional Synod West of De- :
cember 2, 1997: Rev. R. Aasman, Rev. i
R. J. Eikelboom, Rev. W. B. Slomp and
Rev. E. ). Tiggelaar; as alternates: Rev. K. :
Jonker and Rev. G. A. Snip (in that order).

The following elders were delegat- :
ed to Regional Synod West of December
2, 1997: H. Baker, T. Termeer, W. Van
Assen and T. Veenendaal; as alternates:
. Veurink, B. Vegter, W. Gortemaker and

D. Willis (in that order).

Question period was held. Censure
according to article 34 CO was not nec-
essary. The Acts were adopted and the :
Press Release approved. Classis was

closed after singing and prayer.

R. Aasman

PRESS RELEASE OF REGIONAL
SYNOD EAST of the Canadian
Reformed Churches held at
Burlington

November 12, 1997

1. On behalf of the convening church
at Brampton, Rev. B. J. Berends :
called the meeting to order. He re-
quested the singing of Hymn 19, |
read Philippians 2:1-18 and led in !
prayer. He then welcomed the del-

egates.

2. The credentials were examined by
brs. J. Boot and L. Kampen and :
found to be in good order. Region- :

al Synod was constituted.

3. The following officers were elected:
Rev. J. DeGelder as chairman, Rev. !
A.J. Pol as clerk and Rev. P. G. :

Feenstra as vice-chairman.

4. The chairman thanked Rev. Berends
for opening Regional Synod and ex- :
pressed appreciation for the prepa- :
rations made by the church of :
Brampton as convening church for

this Regional Synod.

5. After several additions were made

the agenda was adopted.

On behalf of the church at Toronto
br. C. Lindhout prepared regulations !
for Regional Synod as mandated by
Regional Synod East, November, :
1995. After several amendments :
were made the regulations were

adopted.

In closed session Synod dealt with

an appeal of two brothers.

The Deputies ad Art. 48 reported
that they gave “concurring advice !
to Classis Ontario North of Septem-
ber 11, 1997 in connection with
the peremptory examinations of the
P14,

brs. R. Pot and S. ‘t Hart.”

The Deputies ad Art. 48 reported :
that “Classis Ontario South did not :
seek the assistance from the Depu- |
: 16. The Acts were read and adopted

ties of Regional Synod.”

. Synod thankfully received the finan- :
cial report from the Treasurer of Re-
gional Synod, covering the period of
Nov. 1, 1996 - Oct. 31, 1997. On :
the suggestion of the treasurer, Re-
gional Synod decided that no as- :

sessment for 1998 is necessary.

. The church at Lincoln reported that
the books of the treasurer were au- i
dited and found to be in good or- :

der. Synod discharged the treasurer Press Release, Regional Synod

. West, December 2nd, 1997

. Synod received with thankfulness :
the report of the church at Bramp- :

from his responsibility.

ton with regard to the inspection

church at Toronto. It was reported
that the documents of Regional
Synod, Nov. 13, 1996 were found
to be in good order.

made:
1998:
As ministers: W. den Hollander,
P.G. Feenstra, A.). Pol, G.H.
Visscher
order).

Schouten, W. Smouter

A. de Jong, K. Post

Gelder, alternate: G. Wieske.

c. Deputies for Classis Ontario :
South: W. den Hollander, G. :
alternate G.H. !

Nederveen;
Visscher.

Road, Grimsby, ON, L3M 4E7.

treasurer: the church at Lincoln

f. Church to maintain the archives:
the church at Toronto

g. Church to inspect the archives:
the church at Brampton

h. Church for convening of the
next Regional Synod is the
church at Attercliffe. Date: Nov.
11, 1998.

i. Nominations for the Board of
Governors for the Theological
College: D. Agema, W. den
Hollander, P. Feenstra,; alter-
nates: G. Nederveen, P. Aas-
man, C. Bosch in that order.

Personal question period was held.

15. The chairman noted with thankful-

ness that censure was not neces-
sary.

and the Press Release was read and
approved for publication. The
chairman requested the brothers to
sing Psalm 85:1,4 and led in prayer.
Regional Synod East 1997 was
closed by the chairman.

For Regional Synod East 1997
P.G. Feenstra

Opening: On behalf of the conven-

. ing church of Lynden, the Rev. W.
of the archives of Regional Synod
which are taken care of by the :
i 97:1, 5, after which he read Psalm 97
 and led in prayer. He urged the dele-
i gates to let themselves be ruled in all
i their deliberations and decisions by God
. The following appointments were :

Wielenga called the meeting to order.
He invited the delegates to sing Psalm

our King. Rev. Wielenga then gave a sur-

. vey of recent developments among the
a. Delegates to General Synod

churches of Reg. Synod West. The cre-

i dentials were checked by the convening
¢ church and were found to be in good or-
i der. Present as delegates from Classis
: AB/MB were: Elders H. Baker, T.
Alternates: D.G.). Agema, ). de :
Gelder, K. Kok, J. Ludwig (in that :

Termeer, W. VanAssen and T. Veenen-
daal and the Revs. R. Aasman, R.

¢ Eikelboom, W. Slomp and E.J. Tiggelaar.
As elders: L. Jagt, W. Oostdyk, J.

Present as delegates from Classis Pacific

. were: Elders G. Boeve, R. DeHaan, C.
Alternates: K. Sikkema, E.H. Pol,
¢ E. Kampen, J. Louwerse, R. Schouten
b. Deputies for Classis Ontario :

North: D. Agema and J. de i
i of Synod were: Rev. R. Aasman as chair-

Leyenhorst and W. Pleiter and the Revs.

and W. Wielenga. Regional Synod was
declared constituted. Elected as officers

man, Rev. R. Schouten as vice-chari-
man and Rev. W. Slomp as clerk. The
agenda was adopted.

d. Treasurer for Regional Synod: Correspondence received by

Br. D. van Amerongen, 343 Russ :
i a) An appeal was received from the
e. Church to audit books of the :

Regional Synod:

church at Willoughby Heights
against Article 6E of the Confidential



Acts of Classis Pacific Dec. 10-11th, :
1996. This appeal was declared ad- ! 2)
missible and was dealt with in :
closed session. The appeal of the

church at Willoughby Heights was :

sustained.

An appeal was received from the :
church at Yarrow against several de- :
cisions of different Pacific classes. !
This appeal was declared admissi- :
ble and was dealt with in open ses- !
sion. Yarrow argued that if a classis !
is asked for advice according to Ar-
ticle 44 of the Church Order, then
classis should give advice as a body
and that if churches seek advice ac-
cording to Article 44 of the Church
Order, they should seek advice from
classis as a body. The appeal of :

Yarrow was sustained.

Regional Synod received correspon-
dence from Classis Pacific Oct. :
7th,1997 informing Regional Synod
of the decision of this Classis to split
Classis Pacific into two different :
classes to be called Classis Pacific { )
West (Smithers, Houston, Surrey, i
Cloverdale, Willoughby Heights :
and Langley) and Classis Pacific East
(Aldergrove, Lynden, Abbotsford,
Yarrow, Chilliwack and Vernon). :
This information was gratefully ac- :

knowledged.

An overture was received from
Classis Pacific Dec. 10th and 11th,
1996 requesting Regional Synod to !
overture the next General Synod
(1998) to appoint a committee to :
take up contact with the Free Re-
formed Churches of North America. i
Regional Synod gratefully adopted
the overture of Classis Pacific and
will forward it in toto to General !

Synod 1998.

Reports received by Regional Synod

The deputies of Regional Synod !
(J. Visscher and C. VanSpronsen) re-
ported that they could give concur- :
ring advice to Classis AB/MB Nov. :
05th, 1997 at the peremptory exami- :
nation of candidate Mr. Theo Lodder. :
The deputies of Regional Synod :
(R. Aasman and E.J. Tiggelaar) re- :
ported that they were present at
Classis Pacific April 8th, 1997 and
could give concurring advice to the
decision of the church at Surrey to !
grant early retirement to the Rev. !

R. Boersema.

The Immanuel Church of Edmon-
ton reported that the archives of Re- :

gional Synod are in good order.

The treasurer of Regional Synod
presented an audited report show- :
ing the state of the Regional Synod

Fund. The funds are in good order.

Appointments made by Regional
Synod were as follows:

Delegates to General Synod 1998:
The following elders were elected:

Primi delegates: W. Pleiter, P. Van
Woudenberg, C. VanLeeuwen, T. :

Veenendaal :
Alternates: P. Lindhout, W. i
Gortemaker,

VanAssen (in that order)

The following ministers were elect- !

ed:

Moesker, R. Schouten, W. Slomp
Alternates: R.

that order)

Board of Governors, Theological
i chairman led in prayer and Regional

College.

Reappointed were R. Aasman and J.
Visscher. Appointed was J. Moesker. :

H. Deleeuw, W

Eikelboom, E.
Kampen, J. Huigen, W. Wielenga (in i
i Acts were read and adopted. The Press

Alternates:  Reappointed: R.
Schouten. Appointed: W. Slomp
and E.J. Tiggelaar.

Treasurer of the Fund for Regional
Synod: reappointed was Mr. H.
Lubbers.

Church for the Archives of Regional
Synod: reappointed was Edmonton
Providence.

Church for the inspection of the
Archives of Regional Synod: reap-
pointed was Edmonton Immanuel.
Deputies ad Article 48, Church Or-
der. Given that there are now three
classical districts within Regional
Synod West, Regional Synod decid-
ed to appoint one deputy plus two
alternates from each classical area.
Appointed were the following:
Classis AB/MB: Rev. R. Aasman.
First alternate: Rev. E.J. Tiggelaar.
Second alternate: Rev. W. Slomp.

Classis Pacific West: Rev. J.
Moesker. First alternate: Rev. C.
VanSpronsen.

Second alternate: Rev. E. Kampen.
Classis Pacific East: Rev. R.
Schouten. First alternate: Rev. M.
VanLuik.

Second alternate: Rev. D. Moes.
Convening Church for next Synod:
Taber was appointed. Date for next
Regional Synod: December 01,
1998.

Primi delegates: R. Aasman, J. Closmg matters:

Personal Question Period was held.

Censure according to Article 34 of the
Church Order was not necessary. The

Release was read and approved. The

Synod came to its end.

R. Schouten, vice-chairman, e.t.
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D glory to our God
on high and on the f

earth %& peace for
men to whom We

favour shows which

nevermore shall cease

%@mﬂ 77:6 (Book of Praise)
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